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Introduction 

This  year  has  seen  more  changes  than  usual  in  the  team  of  officers  who  produce 
the  London  Bird  Report.  After  three  successful  years  as  editor,  Peter  Grant 
found  it  impractical  to  continue  once  he  left  London  for  a  new  home  in  east 
Kent.  We  thank  him  most  warmly  for  all  his  work  and  welcome  Ken  Osborne 
to  the  editorial  chair  in  his  place.  Peter’s  efforts  are  not  entirely  lost  to  us, 
however,  as  he  will  continue  as  a  member  of  the  editorial  committee.  And  we 
welcome  him  as  co-author  with  J.  G.  Harrison  and  K.  Noble  of  a  paper  on  the 
return  of  birdlife  to  the  Inner  Thames. 

Keen  eyes  will  have  already  noted  the  omission  from  the  head  of  this  page  of 
one  name  that  has  appeared  in  London  Bird  Reports  for  close  on  forty  years — 
R.  C.  Homes.  On  his  retirement  to  the  country,  Dick  has  relinquished  his 
office  as  chairman  of  the  editorial  committee.  Since  the  early  30s,  and  with  only 
a  break  for  war  service,  Dick  has  served  the  LBR  in  every  office:  as  recorder, 
editor,  member  of  the  records  committee  and,  latterly,  as  chairman  of  the 
editorial  committee.  His  great  knowledge  of  our  area,  his  seemingly  endless 
acquaintance  with  regular  contributors  during  the  post-war  years  when  interest 
in  ornithology  grew  so  rapidly,  and,  above  all,  his  magisterial  handling  in 
committee  of  records  of  unusual  birds  will  all  be  sadly  missed.  Taking  over  from 
Dick  was  a  daunting  prospect  but  Peter  Oliver,  the  new  chairman,  has  already 
shown  that  the  high  standards  will,  indeed,  be  maintained.  Peter  is  well-known 
both  as  a  past  recorder  for  Middlesex  and  as  secretary  of  the  Cap  Gris  Nez 
Observatory. 

There  have  been  changes  in  the  recorders  too.  Keith  Noble  has  taken  over 
in  Essex  from  Brian  Meadows,  who  resigned  on  taking  up  an  appointment  in 
Kenya.  From  1974  John  Magee  takes  over  from  Roy  Sanderson  in  Herts.,  and 
Jim  Hook  replaces  Dave  Holman  in  Kent.  Our  thanks  to  Brian,  Roy  and  Dave 
for  the  fine  work  they  have  done  for  their  counties. 

In  this  Report  there  appears  a  major  paper  from  Dr  Jeffery  Harrison  drawing 
on  his  seventeen  year’s  experience  in  transforming  an  empty  gravel  pit  into  a 
flourishing  conservation  area,  rich  in  birdlife.  His  wife,  Dr  Pamela  Harrison 
has  provided  the  superb  photographs  that  illustrate  his  paper  and  our  front 
cover.  Exciting  avifaunal  developments  on  the  Inner  Thames  which  link  up 
with  and  reflect  in  parallel  changes  in  the  Surrey  Commercial  Docks,  are  each 
dealt  with  in  papers.  And  finally,  as  if  to  emphasise  the  aquatic  nature  of  the 
contents  of  this  Report,  there  is  Peter  Oliver’s  review  of  the  increase  of  the  Little 
Gull  in  the  London  Area  from  virtually  a  rarity  to  a  regular  passage  migrant. 

>  L.B. 
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A  Review  of  the  Year 


RARE  AND  UNUSUAL  SPECIES 

This  monthly  summary  of  the  most  interesting  1972  records  shows  British  Birds 
rarities  in  bold  type  and  the  less  common  breeding  species  in  italics. 


Black-throated  Diver 

Great  Northern  Diver 

Red-throated  Diver 

Leach’s  Petrel 

Gannet 

Purple  Heron 

Little  Egret 

Long-tailed  Duck 

Velvet  Scoter 

Osprey 

Peregrine 

Gyr  Falcon 

Merlin 

Spotted  Crake 
Kentish  Plover 
Purple  Sandpiper 
Temminck’s  Stint 
Grey  Phalarope 
Arctic  Skua 
Pomarine  Skua 
Glaucous  Gull 
Roseate  Tern 
Long-eared  Owl 
Short-eared  Owl 
Hoopoe 
Wryneck 
Shorelark 
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Golden  Oriole 
Bearded  Tit 
Marsh  Warbler 
Aquatic  Warbler 
Barred  Warbler 
Dartford  Warbler 
Firecrest 
Water  Pipit 
Waxwing 

Great  Grey  Shrike 
Red-backed  Shrike 
Twite 
Crossbill 
Ortolan  Bunting 
Snow  Bunting 


Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

x 


X  X 


X 

X 

X 


X  X 


X  X 


X 

X 


X 

X 

X 


X  X 


X 

X 


X 

X 


X  X 


XXX 


X 

X 


X 

X 


XXX 


X  X 


XXX 


XXX 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 

X 

X 


XXX 


XXX 


X 

X 

X 


X 

X 


X 

X 


X 

X 


X 

X 

X 


X  X 


THE  WEATHER  PATTERN 

January  and  February  had  no  prolonged  cold  spells,  and  produced  no 
interesting  movements  or  rarities.  A  premature  spring  in  mid-March  was  rather 
short-lived. 

Late  March  and  April  were  remarkably  cold  with  many  days  of  northerly 
winds,  and  the  arrival  of  many  spring  migrants  was  seriously  delayed. 


RECORDING  ARRANGEMENTS 
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May  and  June  were  equally  cool,  with  very  little  sunshine,  resulting  in  a  dearth 
of  insect  life  which  adversely  affected  the  success  of  many  breeding  birds. 
Summer-like  weather  eventually  arrived  in  mid-July. 

August  and  September  were  unusually  fine  with  long  periods  of  very  hot, 
anticyclonic  weather.  Clear  nights  gave  little  visible  migration  during  the  autumn 
passage,  but  easterly  winds  in  late  August  contributed  a  sprinkling  of  rarities. 

Early  October  was  also  fine  and  dry.  But  a  sudden  change  to  colder,  wetter 
weather  then  heralded  a  rather  wintry  and  damp  November,  which  nevertheless 
was  a  good  month  for  unusual  species.  December,  by  contrast,  was  exceptionally 
mild,  and  the  year  ended,  as  it  began,  with  a  month  of  few  excitements. 

Recording  Arrangements 

The  Society’s  recording  area  is  bounded  by  a  circle  of  20  miles  radius  centred  on 
St.  Paul’s  Cathedral.  Within  the  area  the  original  county  boundaries  are  used 
for  recording  purposes,  rather  than  the  new,  administrative  county  boundaries. 
All  records  of  interest  are  welcome  from  members  and  non-members,  and  these 
should  be  sent  direct  to  the  appropriate  recorder. 


ST.  PAUL’S 


ORDNANCE 
SURVEY  10 km 
GRID  LINESJ5 
ARE  SHOWN 
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It  will  assist  the  speedy  entering  of  records  if  the  Society’s  recording  sheets 
are  used  and  these  are  available  from  the  recorders  on  request.  Please  complete 
these  sheets  in  the  order  used  in  the  London  Bird  Report ,  and  submit  them 
in  August  for  the  period  from  January  to  July,  and  in  early  January  for  August  to 
December.  In  the  case  of  localities  which  are  regularly  watched  it  is  often  more 
convenient  to  submit  a  summary  of  observations  under  a  species  rather  than  a 
long  list  of  dates  and  numbers. 


Please  submit  copies  of  field  notes  for  the  species  indicated  below,  using  a 
separate  sheet  of  paper  for  each  species.  If  the  species  is  also  one  which  should  be 
considered  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee  (see  list  in  British  Birds, 
Vol.  59,  No.  7,  July  1966,  pages  304-305),  please  send  your  notes  to  that  Committee 
as  soon  as  possible,  and  send  the  recorder  a  copy,  advising  him  that  the  record 
has  been  sent  to  B.B.  Do  not  wait  until  you  submit  your  record  sheets. 


All  rare  species 

All  out  of  season  migrants. 

All  divers 
Slavonian  Grebe. 

Red-necked  and  Black-necked 
Grebes  except  at  regular 
haunts. 

Petrels  and  shearwaters 
Gannet  and  Shag 
Herons  other  than  Grey 
All  bitterns 

Scaup,  Ferruginous  Duck,  Long¬ 
tailed  Duck 

All  geese  except  Canada 
Whooper  and  Bewick’s  Swans 
All  birds  of  prey  except  Kestrel 
Quail  ' 

Rails  and  crakes,  except  Water 
Rail,  Moorhen  and  Coot 
All  waders  of  irregular  occurrence 
All  skuas 

All  gulls  of  irregular  occurrence 
including  Glaucous,  Iceland 
and  Little  Gulls  and  Kittiwake 


All  terns  except  Common  and 
Black 
All  auks 

Long-eared  and  Short-eared  Owls 
Wryneck  outside  regular  haunts 
Woodlark 

Willow  Tit  away  from  regular 
haunts 

*Bearded  Tit  or  Reedling 
Ring  Ouzel 
Unusual  warblers 
Firecrest 

Races  of  Anthus  spinoletta  other 
than  Rock  Pipit  A.s.  petrosus 
White  Wagtail  in  autumn 
Races  or  hybrids  of  Motacilla  flava 
other  than  Yellow  Wagtail 
M.  f.  flavissima 
Waxwing 
All  shrikes 

Twite,  Crossbill;  Cirl,  Lapland 
and  Snow  Buntings 

*  Added  since  last  year 


Records  of  the  above  species  are  currently  considered  by  the  Records 
Committee  before  being  accepted  for  publication  in  the  London  Bird  Report. 
All  records  published  in  the  Systematic  List  must  stand  the  scrutiny  not  only 
of  readers  today  but  also  those  who  may  refer  to  the  L.B.R.  in  the  future,  all 
of  whom  have  the  right  to  presume  that  records  are  based  entirely  on  correct 
identification  supported  by  evidence.  It  should  be  stressed  that  inclusion  in  the 
above  list  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  a  detailed  and  lengthy  description  is 
needed :  brief  notes  will  often  be  acceptable  for  the  more  regular  species,  or  these 
of  particularly  diagnostic  appearance.  However  such  brief  descriptions  should 
always  include  duration  and  distance  of  observation,  and  also  contain  relevant 
remarks  on,  for  example,  diagnostic  call-notes  or  plumage  marks  noted,  or  the 
observer’s  previous  experience  of  the  species. 


RECORDING  ARRANGEMENTS 
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RECORDS  COMMITTEE 

P.  J.  OLIVER,  Chairman  L.  BAKER,  Secretary 

P.  A.  D.  HOLLOM,  P.  J.  GRANT,  K.  C.  OSBORNE,  F.  H.  JONES, 

and  the  Recorders: 

Inner  London  .  D.  A.  Boyd,  35  Ciifton  Place,  Sussex 

Square,  London,  W.2. 


Bucks,  and  Middx .  F.  M.  Gauntlett,  55  Larkfidd  Avenue, 

Kenton,  Harrow,  Middx.,  HA3  8NQ. 

Essex  .  K.  Noble,  48  Coolgardie  Avenue, 

Chigwell,  Essex. 

Herts.  .  J.  D.  Magee,  138  Baldwins  Lane, 

Croxiey  Green,  Rickmans  worth,  Herts., 
V/D3  3LJ. 


Surrey .  B.  A.  Marsh,  19  Grasmere  Avenue, 

Kingston  V3le,  London,  SW15  3RB. 

Kent  .  J.  D.  Hook,  2  Manor  View,  Beckenham, 

Kent,  BR3  1AD. 


Note: — Records  for  the  River  Thames  should  be  treated  as  occurring  in  the 
county  bordering  the  river  to  the  south,  i.e.  in  Surrey  or  Kent. 
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C.  R.  A.  Clegg 

M.  A.  Harris 

R.  G.  Nash 

Mrs.  M.  Waller 

D.  A.  Coleman 

J.  G.  Harrison 

P.  Naylor 

Prof.  E.  H.  Warmington 

R.  K.  Coles 

J.  E.  Harvey 

R.  B.  Newberry 

R.  B.  Warren 

G.  Cooper  (GCr) 

Miss  M.  M.  Heather 

H.  O.  Newmarsh 

P.  Waterton 

G.  B.  Corbet 

Hertfordshire  N.H.S. 

R.  S.  Newton 

B.  R.  Watts 

D.  G.  Corbie 

(hnhs)A.  M.  Nisbet 

J.  Websper 

L.  W.  Cornelius 

N.  D.  Hewitt 

K.  Noble 

D.  Webster 

S.  Cramp 

Miss  L.  Higgins 

A.  Oakshot 

B.  J.  Weslon 

P.  H.  Crook 

C.  Hinde 

G.  Ogston 

D.  R.  West 

T.  &  G.  Dallimore 

P.  R.  Hipkin 

P.  J.  Oliver 

C.  W.  Westwood 

W.  J.  Darter 

G.  L.  Hobbs 

K.  C.  Osborne 

J.  J.  Wheatley 

Dartford  Ringing 

D.  R.  Hodge 

A.  R.  J.  Paine 

C.  A.  White 

Group  (drg) 

A.  J.  Holcombe 

K.  H.  Palmer 

G.  White 

W.  A.  Davidson 

C.  Holme  (one) 

R.  Palmer 

P.  J.  Whitfield 

M.  Davies 

F.  J.  Holroyde 

A.  C.  Parker 

J.  P.  Widgery 

M.  Davis  (mds) 

R.  C.  Homes 

A.  L.  Parker 

J.  S.  Wightman 

Mrs.  P.  M.  Dawe 

J.  D.  Hook 

W.  E.  Parkinson 

J.  Wikramaratna 

C.  H.  Dean 

R.  P.  Hull 

D.  Parr 

L.  K.  Wilkinson 

P.  Delaloye  {per  dkc) 

Lord  Hurcomb  (h) 

Mrs.  J.  D.  Parr 

S.  O.  Williams 

M.  K.  Dennis 

R.  Husband 

J.  Penny-Jones 

J.  Williamson  (jw n) 

R.  A.  Denyer 

A.  M.  Hutson 

Sir  F.  &  Lady  Pedlar 

H.  L.  Wise 

D.  W.  Dey 

W.  R.  Ingram 

Miss  C.  L.  Penrose 

D.  K.  J.  Witherington 

E.  A.  Duffield 

J.  Jack 

D.  J.  Pezet 

A.  F.  Witko 

P.  J.  Duffield 

M.  Janes 

J.  Phipps 

Miss  D.  Woods 

F.  C.  Duke 

M.  Jeffries 

R.  F.  Powell 

J.  H.  Wood 

C.  K.  Dunkley 

I.  G.  Johnson 

C.  Prescott 

L.  F.  Woollard 

Mrs.  P.  O.  Dunkley 

F.  H.  Jones 

J.  Quail 

R.  E.  Youngman 

A.  East 

H.  Jones 

J.  H.  Rees. 

G.  D.  Elcome 

K.  Jones 

N.  Reid-Sharman 

K.  W.  Emmerson 

A.  P.  Kavanagh 

R.  P.  F.  Rickard 

R.  Emmeus 

P.  Kenward 

I.  Robinson 

Epping  Forest  Group 

S.  Keon 

Mrs.  C.  Rodgers 

RSPB  (efg) 

R.  H.  Kettle 

C.  Rose  {per  dkc) 
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A  REPORT  OF  THE  BIRD  LIFE  WITHIN  TWENTY  MILES 
OF  ST.  PAUL’S  CATHEDRAL 

The  English  names  and  the  sequence  of  species  in  this  report  follow  those  of  A 
Species  List  of  British  and  Irish  Birds  (BTO  Guide  13,  1971),  in  which  the  full 
scientific  names  may  also  be  found.  The  checklist  numbers  are  those  of  the  1952 
BOU  Checklist.  Because  of  minor  differences  between  the  lists,  a  few  numbers 
now  appear  out  of  numerical  sequence. 

Initials  after  records  refer  to  the  observers  whose  names  will  be  found  in  the 
list  of  contributors  on  page  6. 

The  six  counties  within  the  circle  of  20  miles  radius  are  indicated  by  their 
initials — E= Essex;  H= Herts.;  M  =  Middlesex;  B= Bucks.;  K=Kent;  S  = 
Surrey.  The  following  abbreviations  are  also  used:  LB R= London  Bird 
Report;  G.P.= Gravel  Pit;  Res.  =  Reservoir;  S.F.  =  Sewage  Farm;  S.P.=Sand 
Pit;  N,E,S,  and  W,  are  used  for  the  cardinal  points  of  the  compass;  mo = many 
observers. 

An  open  map  of  the  London  Area  will  be  found  useful  for  a  full  appreciation 
of  many  of  the  records.  As  the  history  of  some  species  is  intended  to  be  con¬ 
tinuous,  reference  to  the  Society’s  book  The  Birds  of  the  London  Area,  and  to 
the  systematic  lists  of  previous  issues  of  the  LBR.  is  recommended. 

1  Black-throated  Diver 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  19th  (adf,  pjo,  jq). 

2  Great  Northern  Diver 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  two  from  Nov.  25th  to  the  end  of  the  year  (jf). 

4  Red-throated  Diver 

E  Nazeing  G.P.,  one  from  Jan.  23rd  to  29th  (drm). 

B  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  2nd  (alp). 

K  Stone  G.P.,  one  on  Feb.  12th  stayed  for  two  weeks  (drg). 

5  Great  Crested  Grebe 

Numbers  were  somewhat  higher  than  in  1971.  The  highest  numbers  on  the 
monthly  wildfowl  counts  normally  occur  in  September  and  in  the  years 
1970,  1971  and  1972  there  have  been  in  that  month  470,  302  and  345  res¬ 
pectively.  Counts  of  between  100  and  200  were  recorded  regularly  at 
Staines  Res.  from  mid-August  to  early  December  and  at  Walthamstow  Res. 
on  Aug.  25th,  Sept.  17th  and  Oct.  15th. 

Breeding  season  records  of  pairs,  except  where  otherwise  stated,  are 
given  below: 

E  Chigwell  Res.  (1);  Eastbrook  Park  Farm,  Dagenham  (1);  East  Dagenham 
GJP.  (1);  Hainault  Lake  (1);  Walthamstow  Res.,  17  broods  which  represents 
a  return  to  the  levels  of  1968  and  earlier  years,  following  a  period  of  sharp 
decline  at  this  locality. 
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H  Aldenham  Res.  (1);  Cheshunt  G.P.  (9);  Frogmore  G.P.  (2);  Hamper 
Mill  Lake  (3);  Maple  Cross  G.P.  (3);  Old  Parkbury  G.P.  (1);  Rye  Meads 
S.F.  (6);  Stockers  Lake  and  Springwell  G.Ps.  (13);  West  Hyde  G.P.  (1). 

M  Brent  Res.  (1);  Harefield  Moor  (2);  Savehay  G.P.  (2);  Inner  London: 
single  pairs  that  each  reared  two  young  in  Kensington  Gardens  and  Regents 
Park  are  the  first  records  of  successful  breeding  for  Inner  London. 

K  Ruxley  G.P.  (1);  Sevenoaks,  12  pairs  raised  only  one  brood. 

5  Blackboy  Farm,  Weybridge  (2);  Gatton  Lake  (3);  Godstone  G.P.  (1); 
New  Lines  Pond  (1);  Holmethorpe  G.P.  (1);  Richmond  Park  (2);  Wimble¬ 
don  Park  (1). 

6  Red-necked  Grebe 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  many  dates  from  Oct.  24th  to  Dec.  22nd  (mo).  King 
George  VI  Res.,  one  from  Aug.  19th  to  Oct.  22nd  (arjp). 

B  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  24th  (adf). 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  from  Jan.  4th  to  Feb.  7th  (rwg). 

7  Slavonian  Grebe 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  29th  (if).  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Aug. 
19th  (jf). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  12th  (adf).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  singles 
on  Sept.  30th  (gcg)  and  Nov.  3rd  and  5th  (mdk,alp).  Staines  Res.,  two 
on  March  10th  and  one  on  21st  (gde);  one  on  Oct.  8th  and  on  many  dates 
from  Oct  21st  to  Nov.  30th  (mo). 

B  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  23rd  (alp)  and  one  on  Oct.  14th  and  15th 
(adf,avm,jq). 

K  Sundridge  G.P.,  one  on  Nov.  11th  (drh).  Sevenoaks,  one  on  Dec.  5th 
(jc,jgh). 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  one  on  Jan  31st  and  Feb  13th,  two  on  March  12th  and 
one  on  March  25th  (dp);  singles  on  Oct.  1st,  Nov.  23rd  and  Dec.  17th 
(dp).  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  13th  (pbl). 

8  Black-necked  Grebe 

\ 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  2nd,  two  on  Sept  3rd  and  one  on  25th. 
Girling  Res.,  one  from  Oct  1st  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

H  Troy  Mill,  one  on  Feb.  19th.  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  several  dates 
from  April  25th  to  May  17th. 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  May  7th.  Kempton  Park  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  19th. 
King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  1 9th,  22nd  and  26th,  four  on  Oct.  15th 
and  one  on  27th.  Perry  Oaks  G.P.,  one  from  Aug.  18th  to  21st.  Staines 
Res.,  one  on  Jan  30th;  in  autumn  recorded  on  six  days  in  July  from  14th 
(max.  two),  on  six  days  in  Aug.  (max.  five),  on  seven  days  in  Sept.  (max. 
five),  on  nine  days  in  Oct.  (max.  three),  on  Nov.  19th  (one)  and  Dec.  21st 
and  24th  (singles). 

K  Thamesmead  Lake,  one  from  Feb.  4th  to  March  5th. 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  three  in  Jan.  and  Feb. ;  passage  in  March  with  eight  on 
12th  and  19th,  11  on  25th  and  last  one  on  31st.  In  September  eight  on 
5th,  five  on  10th  and  three  on  17th.  Singles  on  Oct.  1st  and  Dec.  17th. 
River  Thames,  Barnes  Bridge,  one  on  Sept  7th,  Hampton,  one  on  Nov.  20th 
and  Shepperton,  one  on  Jan.  6th. 

9  Little  Grebe 

Definite  breeding  localities  are  in  italics  with  the  number  of  pairs  in  brae- 
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kets;  counts  of  20  or  more  and  a  summary  of  Inner  London  records  are 
given. 

E  Eastbrook  Farm,  Dagenham  (1);  Fairlop  G.Ps.  (3);  Walthamstow  Res.  (1); 

Moor  Hall,  Aveley  (1);  Rainham  Marsh  (1  or  2). 

H  Frog  more  (1);  Hampermill  Lake  (2);  Hilfield  Park  Res.  (1);  Old  Park  bury 
G.P.  (1). 

M  Brent  Res.  (3),  with  up  to  20  in  autumn;  Ponders  End  S.F.  (1);  Stanwell 
G.P.  (1);  Old  Slade  G.P.  24,  on  Nov.  8th.  Inner  London:  recorded  outside 
breeding  season  in  Hyde  Park,  Kensington  Gardens  and  Victoria  Park. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  29  on  Dec.  11th. 

K  Crossness  Pool  (1);  Dart  ford  Marsh  (1);  Plumstead/Erith  (2);  Ruxley 
G.P.  (2+). 

S  Bookham  Common  (1);  Esher,  Black  Pond  (1);  Fetcham  Mill  Pond  (1); 
Gatton  Lake  (2);  Godstone  (4);  Holmethorpe  G.P.  (1);  Kew  Gardens  (2); 
Mitcham  Common  (1);  Oxshott  Brickworks  (1);  Slyfields  (1);  Stoke 
d'Abernon,  River  Mole  (1);  Thorpe  G.P.  (1). 

Inner  London:  recorded  outside  breeding  season  at  Surrey  Docks. 

12  Leach’s  Petrel 

B  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  9th  (alp). 

27  Gannet 

H  Hertford  ‘Foxholes’,  an  adult  flying  over  on  May  28th  (ie). 

28  Cormorant 

Widely  reported  in  all  months  of  the  year,  frequently  in  flight  over  the 
area;  early  morning  movements  were  recorded  over  Inner  London  in  all 
months  except  Jan.,  April  and  Aug.,  usually  to  E  or  NE  with  a  max.  of  12 
on  Feb.  15th.  Counts  of  over  50  were  made  at  Wraysbury  Res.,  59  in 
flate  Dec.’,  and  at  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.  on  Feb.  13th  (120)  and  Dec.  17th 
(60). 

29  Shag 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  three  on  March  4th  (jf). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  9th  (jhw). 

30  Grey  Heron 

Breeding  records  and  a  large  count  for  Inner  London  are  given. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  83  occupied  nests. 

M  Kempton  Park,  at  least  eight  occupied  nests.  Inner  London:  at  least 
three  pairs  bred  in  Regents  Park. 

S  Gatton  Lake,  at  least  five  pairs  bred.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  max. 
of  38  on  July  26th. 

31  Purple  Heron 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  9th  (mdk). 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  imm.  August  17th  (jg,jgh). 

Accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

32  Little  Egret 

E  “Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  April  29th  and  30th  (jf,  rfs  et  al). 

Accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 
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38  Bittern 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  on  March  4th  (gw).  Rye  Meads,  singles  on  Oct.  1st 
and  on  four  days  in  Nov./Dec.  (rmrg). 

B  Old  Slade  G.P.,  one  on  Dec.  18th  (alp). 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  Dec.  21st  (jc,jgh). 

WILDFOWL 

As  usual,  the  species  accounts  commence  with  summaries  in  heavy  type 
relating  to  the  1972-73  winter.  Subsequent  entries  relate  to  the  calendar 
year  1972.  To  facilitate  comparison  with  earlier  seasons,  the  mean  of  the 
November  to  February  counts  in  each  winter  are  shown  in  Table  1,  together 
with  the  peak  winter  count  for  those  species  where  a  mean  is  considered 
inappropriate. 

Table  1.  Monthly  wildfowl  counts — mean  of  November  to  February  counts, 
or  peak  winter  counts  (shown  in  italics). 


1968-69 

1969-70 

1970-71 

1971-72 

1972-73 

Mallard 

3,670 

3,540 

2,909 

3,286 

2,860 

Teal 

1,180 

1,157 

1,134 

880 

769 

.  Gadwall 

28 

56 

101 

107 

144 

Wigeon 

156 

120 

124 

119 

122 

Shoveler 

150 

229 

353 

374 

583 

Tufted  Duck 

2,911 

3,923 

4,600 

4,790 

4,786 

Pochard 

837 

1,114 

2,180 

1,348 

1,805 

Goldeneye 

115 

108 

132 

141 

162 

Goosander 

51 

135 

49 

73 

99 

Smew 

29 

55 

29 

24 

25 

It  may  be  emphasised  that  figures  in  Table  1  relate  only  to  those  waters 
where  census  counts  have  been  undertaken  each  winter  and  are  intended 
only  as  an  index  of  the  wintering  population  of  the  London  Area,  not  an 
absolute  census.  Nevertheless,  they  cannot  be  viewed  in  isolation  from 
the  large  numbers  of  wildfowl  now  wintering  in  the  lower  Thames,  which 
certainly  represent  a  very  significant  increase  in  the  winter  population  of 
our  area  not  reflected  in  Table  1 . 

The  recording  of  this  population  has  come  under  the  aegis  of  the  Estuaries 
Enquiry  rather  than  the  National  Wildfowl  Counts,  but  it  is  hoped  that  in 
due  course  a  composite  index  reflecting  the  original  census  population  and 
the  lower  Thames  wildfowl  can  be  constructed. 

For  the  R.  Thames  the  following  sketch  map  shows  the  Inner  Thames  from 
London  Bridge  to  the  LNHS  Boundary  at  Tilbury.  A  paper  which  appears 
on  p.61  describes  the  massive  increases  in  wintering  ducks  and  waders  that 
have  occurred  in  recent  years.  To  document  all  future  trends  of  this  most 
important  development  in  the  ornithology  of  the  London  Area,  all  counts 
will  be  most  welcome.  These  should  be  sent  to  the  LNHS  Recorder  for 
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Kent  and  all  records  should  specify  the  site-names  and  divisions  of  the  River 
shown  on  this  map. 


W'SiWDplW'-CM 


Taking  into  account  both  the  monthly  National  Wildfowl  Counts  and  the 
records  from  the  lower  Thames,  the  total  number  of  wildfowl  counted  in 
January  was  about  21,000  and  in  December  about  15,000.  The  December 
figure  in  particular  is  down  on  the  1971  total,  but,  allowing  for  the  large 
number  of  localities  carrying  ducks  not  included  in  these  figures,  it  is  clear 
that  the  total  winter  wildfowl  population  of  the  London  Area  was  still  well 
in  excess  of  20,000  in  1972. 


Mandarin 

1972.  Records  of  actual  or  possible  breeding  and  of  a  flock  are  given. 

M  Wrotham  Park,  two  broods. 

S  Breeding  proved  only  at  Black  Pond,  Esher  (one  brood).  Pairs  seen  in  the 
breeding  season  at  Bookham  Common,  Claremont  Lake,  Esher,  Ditton 
Common  and  R.  Mole  at  Great  Bookham.  In  addition  three  drakes  were 
seen  on  R.  Mole  at  Stoke  d’Abernon  in  May  and  17  at  Bookham  Common 
on  Jan.  9th. 

45  Mallard 

*  1972-73.  See  Table  1.  The  mean  of  the  winter  counts  was  the  lowest  of  the 

past  five  seasons.  The  reduction  seems  to  have  been  widespread,  but  was  par¬ 
ticularly  marked  at  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res. 

1972.  Counts  of  over  300  and  a  high  breeding  concentration  are  given. 

H  Stockers  Lake/Springwell,  28  pairs  bred;  up  to  340  at  Stocker’s  Lake  on 
Jan.  8th  and  Feb.  5th  and  18th. 
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M  Hampstead  and  Highgate,  440  on  Jan  16th,  373  on  Feb.  24th  and  354  on 
March  12th.  King  George  VI  Res.,  331  on  Feb.  13th.  Inner  London: 
Serpentine,  305  on  Jan  17th  and  335  on  Oct.  16th. 

K  Numbers  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Thames  are  summarised  in  the 
following  table  which  shows  the  winter  monthly  maxima  for  localities  and 
the  totals  for  the  River  counts  made  either  for  the  Estuaries  Enquiry  or 
from  PLA  launches  (whichever  the  greater).  Counts  of  ten  or  less  are  not 
shown. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Bugsby’s  Reach 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

50 

Woolwich  Reach 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

72 

Woolwich  Arsenal 

610 

40 

— 

— 

— 

— 

100 

Woolwich 

500 

235 

54 

500 

550 

— 

900 

Barking 

300 

326 

27 

23 

169 

154 

100 

Crossness 

100 

92 

76 

— 

— 

150 

400 

Rainham 

71 

51 

15 

— 

— 

— 

200 

Thurrock 

17 

__ 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Max.  Thames 

Count 

1,174 

578 

194 

232 

375 

317 

992 

S  .R.  Thames,  Putney  to  Barnes,  between  400  and  480  in  Oct.,  Nov.  and  Dec. 
Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  359  on  Jan.  16th  and  324  on  Feb.  13th. 


46  Teal 

1972-73.  See  Table  1.  The  sharp  fall  in  the  winter  average  in  1971-72  was 
followed  by  a  further  small  decline.  Perhaps  these  relatively  low  numbers  can 
be  related  to  the  mildness  of  the  last  two  winters. 

1972.  Larger  counts  and  breeding  season  records  are  given. 

E  William  Girling  Res.,  89  on  Jan.  16th,  110  on  Feb.  13th  and  c.  100  on  Nov. 
12th  and  Dec.  17th. 

H  The  highest  count  in  this  sector  was  90  at  Maple  Cross  S.F.  on  Jan.  9th.  A 
female  at  Broxbourne  G.P.  on  June  17th. 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  maxima  of  588  on  Jan.  16th  and  697  on  Feb.  13th 
but  only  202  on  Nov.  12th  and  297  on  Dec.  17th;  three  on  June  4th. 
Staines  Res.,  120  on  Dec.  31st. 

K  For  the  lower  Thames  winter  monthly  maxima  for  localities  and  total 
counts  from  the  Estuaries  Enquiry  or  from  PLA  launches  (whichever  the 
greater)  are  given  in  the  following  table.  It  will  be  seen  that  Barking  and 
Woolwich  are  the  favoured  localities  for  this  species. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Woolwich 

100 

40 

24 

112 

230 

500 

720 

Barking 

548 

448 

481 

47 

430 

249 

400 

Crossness 

6 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rainham 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

40 

Max.  Thames 
Count 

730 

476 

505 

159 

660 

249 

430 
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S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  150  on  Feb.  12th  and  c.  100  on  Nov.  18th  and  Dec.  17th. 
Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  180  on  Oct  15th,  220  on  Nov.  12th  and  118  on 
Dec.  17th.  Two  nests  were  found  at  Black  Pond,  Esher;  one  containing  c.  6 
eggs  on  May  6th  was  subsequently  predated,  but  the  fate  of  the  other  is 
not  known.  The  two  nests  were  thought  to  belong  to  two  females  mated 
to  the  same  drake. 

47  Garganey 

1972  records  relate,  as  usual,  to  spring  and  autumn  passage. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  up  to  five  March  11th-  19th,  two  on  April  15th,  cne  on 
22nd.  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  drake  found  dead  on  July  29th. 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  a  pair  on  April  23rd.  Singles  at  the  same  locality  and  Rye 
Meads  in  Aug.  Six  at  Hilfield  Park  on  Sept.  16th. 

M  No  spring  records.  In  autumn  one  or  two  at  Brent  Res.  on  many  dates 
from  July  23rd  to  Sept.  5th.  Poyle  G.P.,  two  on  Aug.  18th.  Staines  Res., 
one  on  Aug.  18th. 

K  Sevenoaks,  a  female  from  Feb.  29th  to  March  2nd,  a  pair  on  March  9th 
and  two  pairs  on  10th.  'Woolwich,  a  drake  on  April  16th. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  a  pair  on  March  24th  to  26th. 

49  Gadwal! 

1972-73.  See  Table  1  which  reveals  a  further  marked  increase  in  peak  winter 
numbers.  Substantia!  numbers  occur  throughout  the  winter,  as  reflected  in 
the  mean  counts  for  Nov.  to  Feb.  inclusive  which  were  100  in  1971-72  and 
131  in  1972-73. 

1972.  Singles  and  small  parties  were  widely  reported;  breeding  records 
and  the  larger  counts  are  given. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  pair  with  two  ducklings  on  Aug.  3rd. 

M  Brent  Res.,  up  to  12  in  Sept,  and  Oct. 

B  Wraysbury  Res.,  10  on  Feb.  10th  and  Dec.  3rd. 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  two  pairs  bred  successfully.  Maxima  of  19  there  in  Feb.  and 
c.  30  from  Oct.  to  Dec.  Sevenoaks,  four  pairs  bred  but  reared  only  three 
young;  up  to  23  there  in  autumn  and  up  to  15  in  winter. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  up  to  88  in  Jan.  and  82  in  Feb.  Record  counts  of  119  on 
Nov.  22nd  and  113  on  Dec.  17th. 

50  Wigeon 

1972-73.  See  Table  1.  The  winter  counts  have  been  fairly  constant  for  the 
past  four  years. 

1972.  Widely  reported  in  small  numbers;  larger  numbers  are  given. 

M  Staines  Res.,  180  on  Feb.  8th;  evidently  much  movement  there  on  Feb.  12th 
and  13th  as  several  counts  on  both  days  ranged  between  100  and  250;  120 
on  Dec.  31st. 

K  R.  Thames,  Erith,  25  on  Jan.  14th  and  15  on  Feb.  18th;  Rainham,  54  on 
Feb.  4th  and  65  on  25th. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  75  on  Feb.  15th  was  an  unusually  high  count  for  this 
locality.  Walton  Res.,  35  on  Jan.  16th.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one 
from  Sept.  19th  to  28th. 

52  Pintail 

1972.  Recorded  in  significant  numbers  only  on  the  R.  Thames  as  sum¬ 
marised  below.  Elsewhere  several  records  of  up  to  four  together. 
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K  For  the  lower  Thames  winter  monthly  maxima  for  localities  and  total 
counts  for  the  Estuaries  Enquiry  or  from  a  PL  A  launch  (whichever  the 
greater)  are  tabulated  below. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Blackwall  Reach 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Woolwich  Reach 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Woolwich 

275 

250 

19 

11 

19 

179 

269 

Barking 

95 

29 

2 

— 

11 

21 

30 

Crossness 

42 

101 

26 

— 

39 

107 

37 

Rainham 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

40 

Purfleet 

4 

25 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Max.  Thames 
Counts 

200 

246 

50 

11 

69 

131 

93 

53  Shoveler 

1972-73.  See  Table  1.  The  trend  of  increasing  winter  counts  accelerated 
sharply,  the  mean  for  the  November  to  February  counts  representing  an  in¬ 
crease  of  56  per  cent,  over  the  corresponding  figure  for  1971-72. 

1972.  Numbers  up  to  15  fairly  widely  reported.  The  larger  counts  at  the 
principal  waters  are  given.  There  was  a  tendency  for  the  largest  numbers  to 
occur  in  Oct.  and  Nov.,  perhaps  reflecting  passage  through  the  area. 

E  William  Girling  Res.,  124  on  Sept.  17th  and  134  on  Oct.  15th.  Waltham¬ 
stow  Res.,  55  on  Sept.  29th. 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  79  on  Feb.  13th.  Monthly  maxima  there  in  the  latter 
half  of  the  year  were:  171  in  Aug.,  191  in  Sept.,  351  in  Oct.,  200  in  Nov., 
and  112  in  Dec.  Poyle  G.P.,  60  on  Nov.  17th  and  37  on  Dec.  28th.  Queen 
Mary  Res.,  226  on  Jan.  16th,  270  on  March  12th  and  241  on  Dec.  17th. 
Staines  Res.,  107  on  Oct.  29th  and  90  on  Nov.  15th.  Inner  London:  one  or 
two  recorded  in  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  outside  the  breeding 
season.  ' 

B  Wraysbury  Res.,  40  on  Dec.  17th. 

S  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  105  on  Jan.  16th,  170  on  Oct  15th  and  105  on  Nov. 
12th.  Inner  London:  Surrey  docks,  one  or  two  between  Sept  28th  and  the 
end  of  the  year. 

54  Red-crested  Pochard 

1972.  All  records  probably  relate  to  feral  birds. 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  or  two  drakes  recorded  in  winter;  a  drake  on  May  6th. 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  12th  and  Sept.  17th  and  19th.  Harefield  Moor,  a 
pair  on  Sept.  4th,  and  a  female  on  9th.  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park,  one  on 
Dec.  18th. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  a  female  on  Aug.  12th. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  a  pair  on  Nov.  30th  and  a  drake  in  Dec.  Kew  Gardens 
a  full-winged  pair  raised  two  young. 

55  Scaup 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  a  drake  on  Nov.  25th  (bi.s). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  12th  and  Dec.  17th  (gvg),  two  on  Nov.  26th  and 
Dec.  25th  (lab).  Poyle  G.P.,  a  female  on  several  dates  from  Dec.  10th  to 
31st  and  a  drake  on  Dec.  28th  (gde,  adf,  am).  Stanwell  Moor  G.P.,  one 
on  Nov.  5th  (alp). 
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B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Oct,  19th  and  two  on  Nov.  20th  (alp).  Wrays- 
bury  Res.,  two  on  Nov.  19th  and  20th  (adf,alp)  were  presumably  those 
seen  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  on  20th. 

K  On  the  lower  Thames  seen  regularly  on  the  Woolwich,  Barking,  Crossness, 
Rainham  and  Erith  sections,  the  monthly  maxima  being:  Jan.  (5),  Feb.  (8), 
March  (1),  Sept.  (1),  Oct.  (1),  Nov.  (4),  and  Dec.  (5).  Elsewhere  on  the 
Thames,  one  at  Dartford  on  Feb.  13th.  Records  extended  to  March  5th, 
and  from  Sept.  24th.  Sevenoaks,  three  drakes  in  eclipse  on  July  20th  and 
one  on  21st,  a  female  on  Oct.  2nd  and  another  on  Dec.  5th  (jc,jgh). 
Sundridge  G.P.,  one  on  Nov.  4th  (drh). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  three  on  Dec.  31st  (jcb).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks, 
one  on  Nov.  21st  (rwg). 

56  Tufted  Duck 

1972-73.  See  Table  1.  The  mean  mid-winter  counts  have  been  on  a  plateau 
for  the  past  three  seasons,  but  there  was  an  exceptional  concentration  of 
2,039  at  Stoke  Newington  Res.  on  Jan.  14th  1973. 

1972.  Pairs  in  the  breeding  season,  a  summary  of  numbers  on  the  lower 
Thames  and  counts  of  500  or  more  elsewhere  are  given. 

E  Barking  Park  (2);  Fairlop  G.P’s.  (3 -only  1  successful);  Hainault  Lake  (1); 
South  Park,  Ilford  (1);  Mayesbrook  Park  (2);  Navestock  Lake  (1); 
Walthamstow  Res.,  (22  broods);  Wanstead  Flats  (1);  Wanstead  Park(l); 
Walthamstow  Res.,  518  on  Oct.  15th. 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.  (8),  Frogmore  G.P.  (1),  Hampermill  Lake  (1),  Maple  Cross 
(3),  Rye  Meads  (33),  Stocker’s  Lake  and  Springwell  (22). 

M  Finsbury  Park  (25);  Hampton  Court  Park  (1);  Harefield  Moor  G.P.  (1); 
Rush  Green  (3).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  (4). 
Harefield  Moor  G.P.  500  on  Dec.  3rd;  King  George  VI  Res.,  800  on  Oct. 
1st;  Queen  Mary  Res.,  1,207  on  Jan.  16th,  885  on  Feb.  13th,  755  on  Nov. 
5th  and  657  on  12th,  753  on  Dec.  17th;  Stoke  Newington  Res.,  961  on 
Jan.  16th,  1,312  on  Feb.  13th  and  672  on  Dec.  17th. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  623  on  Oct.  19th;  Wraysbury  Res.,  1,000  on  Dec.  3rd 
increased  to  1,500  on  10th  but  reduced  to  600  on  17th. 

K  Foots  Cray  (1),  Kelsey  Park  (2),  Ruxley  G.P.  (2),  Sevenoaks  (12), 
Swanscombe  (1). 

The  table  below  shows  the  maximum  monthly  count  on  each  stretch  of  the 
lower  Thames,  together  with  the  total  numbers  counted  either  for  the 


Estuaries  Enquiry  or  from  a  PLA  launch  (whichever  the  greater) 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Bugsby’s  Reach 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

Woolwich  Reach 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

69 

Woolwich  Arsenal 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Woolwich 

450 

385 

240 

100 

4 

100 

180 

Barking 

100 

2 

— 

2 

— 

13 

— 

Crossness 

6 

10 

1 

1 

9 

10 

10 

Erith 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rainham 

— 

42 

— 

— 

— 

— 

44 

Max.  Thames  Count 

458 

154 

9 

37 

13 

43 

119 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.  (3);  Black  Pond,  Esher  (1);  Fetcham  Mill  Pond  (3);  Gatfon 
Lake  (5);  Kew  Gardens  (12  young  fledged);  King  George’s  Park,  Wands¬ 
worth  (1);  Long  Ditton  Filter  Beds  (2);  Richmond  Park  (10);  Wimbledon 
Park  (3).  Barn  Elms  Res.,  816  on  Jan.  31st  and  580  on  Nov.  30th. 
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57  Pochard 

1972-73.  See  Table  I.  The  winter  population  continues  to  fluctuate  and  no 
trends  in  recent  averages  are  apparent. 

1972.  Breeding  season  records  refer  to  pairs  present  unless  otherwise 
stated.  Largest  numbers  are  given  for  outside  the  breeding  season. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.  (9)  and  at  the  same  place  683  on  Jan.  16th,  1,050  on 
Feb.  13th  and  2,000  on  Dec.  10th. 

Stocker’s  Lake,  six  birds  summered. 

Finsbury  Park  (12,  but  only  14  birds  reared  from  6  broods).  Inner 
London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  three  young  reared  from 
two  broods.  King  George  VI  Res.,  749  on  Oct.  1st  after  which  numbers 
fluctuated  between  540  and  680  until  22nd.  Staines  Res.  700  on  Dec.  3rd. 
K  The  maximum  monthly  count  on  each  stretch  of  the  lower  Thames  is  shown 
in  the  table  below,  together  with  totals  counted  either  for  the  Estuaries 
Enquiry  or  from  a  PLA  launch  (whichever  the  greater). 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Upper  Pool 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

30 

Lower  Pool 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

100 

Blackwall  Reach 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Bugsby’s  Reach 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

Woolwich  Reach 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

465 

Woolwich  Arsenal 

600 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

60 

Woolwich 

2,400 

4,000 

88 

300 

131 

2,500 

300 

Barking 

1,500 

174 

3 

29 

1,200 

902 

2,600 

Crossness 

160 

468 

2 

6 

64 

550 

52 

Rainham 

32 

131 

110 

— 

— 

— 

460 

Swanscombe 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Max.  Thames  Count  2,560 

4,000 

227 

48 

1,395 

2,102 

1,584 

The  count  of  4,000  on  the  Woolwich  Section  of  the  River,  which  probably 
represented  the  total  lower  Thames  population,  was  made  on  Feb.  4th 
and  compares  with  maximum  counts  of  only  2,500  in  1970  and  2,200  in 
1971,  thus  further  emphasising  the  vital  importance  of  this  area  for  wild¬ 
fowl.  It  seems  clear  from  the  results  of  the  monthly  wildfowl  counts, 
that  the  Pochard  occurring  on  the  lower  Thames  are  additional  to  the 
previous  wintering  population  in  the  London  Area,  and  also  additional  to 
the  previous  North  Kent  population  where  much  lower  numbers  occurred. 
(See  Kent  Bird  Reports  and  Wildfowl  of  the  North  Kent  Marshes,  J.  G. 
Harrison  1972).  Presumably  the  new,  and  still  increasing,  lower  Thames 
population  is  derived  from  birds  previously  wintering  in  Continental 
Europe. 

S  Kew  Gardens  (2),  Richmond  Park  (1),  Barn  Elms  Res.  600  on  Nov.  30th 
and  580  on  Dec.  17th.  Inner  London:  R.  Thames,  Pool  of  London,  130 
on  Dec.  31st  seen  after  dark  in  searchlight  from  boat;  Surrey  Docks,  505 
on  Dec.  22nd. 

58  Ferruginous  Duck 

The  usual  caveat  must  be  entered  concerning  the  uncertain  origin  of  some 
birds  in  our  area.  Hybrids  also  occur. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Dec.  29th  (alp). 

S  Walton  Res.  and  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  a  drake  on  Oct.  15th  (pbl,co). 
Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  a  drake  on  six  dates  from  Oct.  31st  to  the 
end  of  the  year  (rwg). 
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60  Goldeneye 

1972-73.  See  table  1.  The  trend  of  increasing  numbers  has  continued,  but 
the  increase  in  1972-73  was  undoubtedly  greater  than  is  suggested  by  Table  1 
as,  had  Queen  Mary  Res.  not  been  missed  in  the  March  count,  the  peak 
count  would  probably  have  been  about  200,  or  nearly  double  that  of  only 
three  seasons  ago. 

1972.  Larger  counts  are  given. 

E  Lea  Valley  Res.,  up  to  45  in  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  and  up  to  28 
in  Nov.  and  Dec. 

Stocker’s  Lake,  up  to  14,  Jan.  to  March  4th. 

Harefield  Moor,  19  on  Feb.  26th.  King  George  VI  Res.,  34  on  March  18th 
and  38  on  April  22nd;  two  remained  until  May  7th.  Queen  Mary  Res., 
33  on  Nov.  12th  and  46  on  Dec.  17th.  Staines  Res.  35  on  April  17th. 
Inner  London:  Round  Pond,  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Dec.  18th. 
Wraysbury  G.P.,  32  on  Feb.  19th  and  27  on  Dec.  26th.  Wraysbury  Res., 
21  on  Oct.  3rd,  rather  an  early  date  for  a  flock  of  this  size. 

Island  Barn  Res.,  20  on  March  25th  was  an  exceptional  number  for  this 
locality.  Queen  Elizabeth  II  res.,  21  on  Feb.  13th.  Walton  Res.,  18  on 
Feb.  13th. 

Long-tailed  Duck 

Rainham,  one  on  R.  Thames  on  Oct.  22nd  and  28th  and  at  Erith  on  29th 
(kn,gbc). 

Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  18th  (ksl). 

Velvet  Scoter 

Wm.  Girling  Res.,  singles  on  Feb.  17th  and  Nov.  12th  (jf). 

Sundridge  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  8th,  (jc,drh,jgh). 

Common  Scoter 

Hilfield  Park  Res.,  five  drakes  and  a  duck  on  April  22nd  (RGr). 

Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  a  duck  on  Nov.  18th  (igj). 

Swanscombe,  a  drake  on  Dec.  30th  (lfw). 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

Staines  Res.,  one  from  Dec.  14th  to  24th  (mo). 

Wraysbury  Res.,  nine  on  Nov.  22nd  (alp). 

Sevenoaks,  one  on  four  dates  from  Feb.  21st  and  on  March  1st  (jgh,jc). 

Goosander 

1972-73.  See  Table  1.  The  trend  of  peak  numbers  has  now  been  upward 
for  two  seasons,  but  the  species  still  remains  very  much  more  scarce  in  the 
area  than  ten  years  ago. 

1972.  Larger  counts  and  an  Inner  London  record  are  given. 

Troy  Mill,  30  on  Feb.  26th  and  15  on  March  11th. 

King  George  VI  Res.,  22  on  Feb.  13th.  Staines  Res.,  between  30  and  40 
in  Jan.  and  Feb.,  max.  50  on  Feb.  13th;  similar  numbers  in  Dec.  until  an 
increase  to  90  on  Dec.  31st.  Inner  London:  Round  Pond,  Kensington 
Gardens,  one  on  Feb.  5th. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  25  on  Feb.  7th. 

S  Island  Bam  Res.,  30  on  Feb.  13th  and  12  on  Dec.  17th.  Walton  Res., 
25  on  Jan.  9th  and  14  on  Dec.  26th. 
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71  Smew 

1972-73.  See  Table  1.  Numbers  remained  at  the  very  low  levels  of  recent 
seasons. 

1972.  Larger  counts  are  given. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  27th  was  the  only  record. 

M  Brent  Res.,  14  on  Jan.  29th  and  15  on  Feb.  19th.  Staines  Res.,  14  on 
Feb.  13th  and  18  on  Dec.  9th. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  9  on  March  13th. 

S  The  highest  count  was  only  four,  at  Walton  Res.  on  Jan.  30th. 

73  Shelduck 

Records  of  one  or  two  birds  in  many  localities  are  omitted. 

E  Rainham,  three  broods  in  June.  Purfleet,  a  brood  on  July  30th  may  have 
come  from  Swanscombe  (K).  Walthamstow  Res.,  two  pairs  displaying  on 
May  1st. 

K  Swanscombe,  one  brood  in  July.  Lewisham,  two  S.E.  on  Feb.  2nd. 
Crayford  Marsh,  177  on  Jan.  8th  and  107  on  Dec.  17th.  Counts  on  the 
R.  Thames  itself  are  given  in  the  table  below  which  shows  the  maximum 
monthly  count  for  each  locality  and  the  total  counts  made  on  the  Estuaries 
Enquiry. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June  July 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Woolwich  Arsenal 

— 

10 

60 

Woolwich 

220 

731 

381 

33 

— 

— 

— 

— 

66 

53 

2 

30 

Barking 

800 

752 

3 

32 

— 

— 

— 

— 

86 

36 

124 

78 

Crossness 

42 

154 

56 

67 

Rainham 

516 

850 

416 

174 

36 

— 

23 

26 

10 

2 

77 

590 

Erith 

50 

520 

30 

50 

— 

150 

Dartford 

500 

1,000 

200 

100 

100 

Purfleet 

590 

880 

200 

40 

35 

— 

11 

32 

50 

30 

27 

33 

Swanscombe 

303 

154 

165 

96 

27 

4 

12 

— 

29 

100 

— 

20 

Estuaries  Enquiry 

1,614 

2,600 

1,251 

375 

76 

— 

35 

58 

241 

138 

230 

358 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  singles  on  Jan.  28th  and  Sept.  6th  and  a  pair 
on  April  21st. 

74  Ruddy  Shelduck 

S  Richmond  Park,  one  on  April  14th  and  22nd  (adf,bam).  Barn  Elms  Res., 
two  flew  over  on  Dec.  20th  (mdk).  All  records  probably  relate  to  birds  of 
captive  origin. 

Egyptian  Goose 

A  ‘Category  C  species  breeding  ferally  in  East  Anglia. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  pair  in  July  and  Aug.  (jf).  Wanstead  Flats,  a  pair 
in  late  Nov.  and  Dec.  (rwb). 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  June  1st  (jgh,jc). 

Goose  sp. 

H  Whetstone,  many  heard  ‘honking’  at  0100  hrs.  on  April  26th  (jbg);  two 
grey  geese  flew  N  over  Hilfield  Park  Res.  on  April  21st  (RGr). 

M  Dollis  Hill,  c.50  grey  geese  SW  on  Jan.  30th  (es).  Inner  London:  16  NE 
at  0755  over  Hyde  Park  on  Feb.  22nd,  considered  to  be  probable  White- 
fronts  (dab). 

75  Greylag  Goose 

H  Maple  Cross,  up  to  four  in  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  (dkc). 
West  Hyde  G.P.,  four  on  Jan.  16th,  three  on  April  9th  and  three  on  Sept. 
17th  (mj). 

K  Sevenoaks,  the  monthly  maxima  ranged  between  26  in  March  and  63 
in  July  (jc,  jgh),  The  original  stock  was  introduced  but  is  now  feral. 

S  Gatton  Lake,  one  on  March  12th  and  13th  (mk). 

76  White-fronted  Goose 

K  Sevenoaks,  two  on  Feb.  7th  and  one  on  12th.  Singles  on  several  dates 
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between  June  6th  and  Sept.  9th  were  doubtless  of  captive  origin,  as  may  have 
been  one  to  two  between  Oct.  1st  and  Nov.  11th.  Nine  on  Dec.  18th 
(jc,jgh). 

80  Brent  Goose 

K  Thamesmead,  11  on  Feb.  22nd  (kwm,djp).  Swanscombe,  one  on  Dec. 
30th  (lfw). 

81  Barnacle  Goose 

K  Sevenoaks,  singles  on  three  days  in  Jan.,  two  days  in  Feb.  and  from  March 
16th  to  26th.  One  occasionally  in  Oct.  and  on  Nov.  11th  and  Dec.  30th 
(jc,jgh).  Some  records  may  refer  to  birds  of  captive  origin. 

82  Canada  Goose 

Breeding  records  (numbers  of  pairs  in  brackets)  and  larger  counts  are 
given. 

H  Bred  at  Stocker’s  Lake  (2)  and  Rickmans  worth  (1).  Counts  of  50  or  more 
came  from  the  latter  locality  (51  on  Sept.  17th)  and  at  Maple  Cross  G.P. 
(90  on  Oct.  22nd). 

M  Bred  at  Bushy  Park  (1),  Gunnersbury  Park  (1),  Harefield  Moor  (2)  and 
Springwell  Lake  (1).  Harefield  Moor,  55  on  Jan.  22nd.  Inner  London: 
Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  (2) ;  the  maximum  count  at  this  locality 
was  150  on  Sept.  18th. 

K  Bred  at  Sevenoaks,  where  a  maximum  of  10  goslings  noted  in  May;  the 
peak  count  was  160  in  Sept. 

S  Bred  at  Pains  Hill,  Cobham  (6),  Gatton  Lake  (c. 4),  Wandsworth  Common 
(1),  Black  Boy  Farm,  Weybridge  (1)  and  Stevens  Eyot,  R.  Thames  (1). 
Counts  of  50  or  more  from  Chessington  Park  Farm  (50  on  Sept.  15th), 
Gatton  Lake  (71  on  Aug.  6th),  Godstone  Reserve  (58  on  Jan.  23rd)  and 
Nutfield  Marsh  (53  on  Dec.  22nd). 

84  Mute  Swan 

Records  of  this  species  obviously  do  not  reflect  its  true  breeding  status  in 
the  London  Area.  Please  submit  all  breeding  records. 

E  Breeding  reported  only  from  Walthamstow  Res.  Up  to  130  on  R.  Thames 
at  Barking  in  Sept,  and  345  at  the  R.  Lea  outfall  on  Jan.  8th. 

H  Breeding  reported  from  seven  localities.  No  flocks  exceeding  50  were 
reported. 

M  Breeding  reported  from  three  localities  only,  including  a  pair  in  Hyde  Park, 
Inner  London.  No  flocks  exceeding  20  were  reported. 

K  Breeding  reported  from  four  localities.  On  the  lower  Thames  the  Estuaries 
Enquiry  counts  exceeded  100  only  on  July  30th  (206)  and  Aug.  27th  (133) 
but  333  were  counted  on  Bugsby’s  Reach  on  Dec.  31st  and  over  200  were 
at  Crossness  from  July  to  Sept. 

S  Breeding  reported  from  nine  localities.  No  flocks  exceeding  20  were 
reported. 

91  Buzzard 

E  Belhus  Park,  one  on  Aug.  27th  (ebps). 

K  Foots  Cray,  one  on  Jan.  1st  (htg,  sjg). 

S  Chatley  Farm,  Cobham,  one  on  Nov.  9th,  19th  and  26th  (dp,  dkjw). 

—  Buzzard  sp. 

K  Foots  Cray,  one  on  Sept.  30th  (htg,  sjg). 

93  Sparrowhawk 

As  well  as  an  absence  of  any  records  from  Essex  and  Middlesex,  there  were 
no  breeding  records  and  a  reduction  from  1 8  to  1 1  in  the  number  of  recorded 
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localities  compared  with  1971.  All  records  are  given. 

Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one  flying  N  on  May  7th  (cr). 

Sevenoaks,  a  male  on  Jan.  16th  and  July  15th  (jc,jgh).  Park  Langley,  a 
male  on  Apr.  13th,  25th,  28th,  May  3rd  and  11th,  and  a  pair  during  July 
and  early  Aug.  (cc).  Kelsey  Park,  a  male  on  June  10th  and  11th  and  one 
on  July  1st  (mtf). 

Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Jan  30th  and  a  female  soaring  on  May  29th  (ay). 
Ashtead  Common,  one  on  Mar.  23rd  and  Oct.  23rd  (sg).  Esher  Common, 
one  on  May  28th  (msk)  and  one  on  various  dates  during  the  second  half  of 
the  year  (jl).  Thorpe,  two  on  July  23rd  (Gcr).  Headley  Warren,  one  on 
Aug.  12th  (ckd,pod).  Hatchford,  near  Cobham,  a  male  on  Nov.  9th 
(dkjw).  Perrots  Wood,  one  on  Dec.  10th  (jcs). 

Osprey 

Sevenoaks,  one  on  Mar.  26th,  an  immature  on  Aug.  28th,  a  different  bird 
on  Aug.  29th  and  30th,  an  adult  from  Sept.  3rd  to  5th  and  one  on  Nov.  13th 
(jc,jgh).  Chipstead,  one  on  Sept.  7th  and  8th  may  have  been  connected 
with  the  nearby  Sevenoaks  record  mentioned  above  (rkc). 

Hobby 

Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  27th  (jf). 

Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  on  June  8th  (gw).  St.  Albans,  one  over  M10  motorway 
on  June  15th  (jjmf).  Broxbourne  Woods,  one  on  July  30th  (jf). 

Staines  Res.,  one  on  May  1st  (gde).  King  George  VI  Res.  and  Wraysbury 
Res.,  one  on  Sept.  12th  (ap). 

Sevenoaks,  an  immature  on  Sept  12th  and  one  on  Oct  24th  (jc,jgh). 

One  in  former  breeding  area  on  May  28th. 

Peregrine 

Sevenoaks,  one  on  Jan.  14th  and  Aug.  28th  (jc,jgh). 

Gyr  Falcon 

Rushett  Farm,  Chessington,  a  light  phase  bird  on  Mar.  14th  (sg).  Accepted 
by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Merlin 

Wraysbury  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  9th  (alp). 

Kestrel ' 

The  table  summarises  all  breeding  records : 


Essex 

Herts 

Mx/Bucks 

I.  London 

Kent 

Surrey 

Total 

pairs  proved  to  breed  9 

4 

8 

4 

8 

22 

55 

pairs  prob.  breeding  7 

2 

— 

3 

2 

1 

15 

pairs  pres,  in  summer  2 

2 

— 

3 

— 

9 

16 

Whilst  the  proved  breeding  and  probable  breeding  totals  show  a  very  slight 
increase  over  1971  the  records  of  any  additional  pairs  present  in  summer 
are  down  considerably  but  this  is  no  doubt  due  to  an  unfortunate  lack  of 
enthusiasm  on  the  part  of  the  observers.  There  were  no  comments  on  any 
changes  in  the  breeding  status. 

As  the  Inner  London  records  appear  more  complete  for  the  current  year  all 
records  of  breeding  or  suggested  breeding  are  given  below. 

Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  a  pair  present  in  each  park  but  no 
proof  of  breeding  (dab,rfs,jpw).  St.  Giles  Church,  Cripplegate,  one  pair 
bred  rearing  three  young  (cr,sos).  Sewer  Bank  and  Poplar  Gas  Works, 
Bow,  present  all  year  and  “strong  evidence”  of  successful  breeding  on  a 
tower  block  of  flats  in  Limehouse  (apk).  Imperial  Institute  Tower,  South 
Kensington,  one  pair  bred  rearing  at  least  two  young  (jhr).  Holland  Park, 
juvenile  seen  during  July  (epb).  Inville  Court,  Walworth,  one  at  window  box 
on  June  14th  where  probable  nest  located  (as,pjs).  Surrey  Docks,  one  pair 
bred  successfully  (rwg).  St.  Pancras  Station,  a  pair  in  courtship  flight  over 
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station  for  c.  30  minutes  on  Apr.  11th  (rp).  Leadenhall  Street,  St.  Mary 
Axe,  one  bird  holding  territory  around  Commercial  Union  Office  Block 
but  no  proof  of  breeding  (djm). 

Rainham,  in  Essex,  with  20  on  Aug.  5th,  managed  to  push  the  usual  con¬ 
tender,  Beddington  S.F.,  into  second  place  this  year  for  the  locality  with  the 
highest  numbers,  though  Beddington  did  produce  12-plus  on  several 
occasions  outside  the  breeding  season. 

115  Red-legged  Partridge 

The  records  received  surely  do  not  reflect  the  true  status  of  this  species  in 
the  London  area,  or  has  there  been  a  decline  in  numbers  ?  Whatever  the 
case,  the  recorders  would  like  some  comments. 

All  breeding  season  records  are  given. 

E  Fairlop  G.Ps.,  and  Hainault  Lodge,  Chigwell,  “breeds,  probably  in  excess 
of  50  pairs”  (acp). 

H  Rye  House,  Hoddesdon,  six  on  July  16th  (mjb).  Leavesden,  two  on  July 
16th  (aeg).  Newgate  Street,  a  pair  on  July  6th  (jj). 

M  Parkway,  two  on  July  5th  (gde).  Inner  London :  Sewer  Bank,  Old  Ford 
Road,  Bow,  one  feeding  with  Wood  Pigeons  on  waste  ground  on  Apr.  3rd 
(apk). 

B  Wraysbury  Res.,  up  to  seven  during  July  to  Dec.  (adf,alp). 

K  Sundridge,  three  during  March  (mjc).  Dartford  Marshes,  up  to  eight  from 
March  to  May  (drg).  Plumstead  Marsh,  one  on  three  dates  in  May  and 
June  (jfw).  Thamesmead,  a  ‘few’  in  summer  (kwm,djp). 

S  Near  Bookham  Common,  one  on  June  15th  and  eight  on  Oct.  8th  (adf, 
wav).  Wey  Manor  Farm,  none  April  to  July,  present  in  1971  (mgg).  Inner 
London:  Surrey  Docks,  resident,  probably  bred,  maximum  of  13  on  Nov. 
1 3th  (rwg). 

116  Partridge 

Like  the  previous  species,  poorly  recorded.  Records  of  birds  seen  or  heard 
calling  in  the  breeding  season  would  help  greatly  in  establishing  a  more 
accurate  summer  status.  Sites  occupied  during  the  breeding  season  (one 
pair  unless  otherwise  stated),  comments  and  winter  flocks  over  ten  are  given. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  Ripple  Level;  Fairlop  G.P.  and  Hainault  Lodge  area,  at 
least  one  pair  bred  and  a  winter  covey  of  c.  12. 

H  Bricketwood;  North  Mynns;  Maple  Cross  area  (several  pairs)  and  “still 
scarce — possibly  increasing”  in  S.  Herts.  Chorleywood,  10  on  Sept.  11th, 
Northaw,  16  on  Sept.  1st. 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.;  Staines  Moor;  Potters  Bar.  Inner  London:  Kensington 
Gardens,  one  near  the  Round  Pond  on  May  3rd  (dab). 

K  Peak  monthly  counts  at  three  Thames  ‘Marshes’  were  as  follows: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jim  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Thamesmead  7  2  5  2  —  —  7  4  20  17  9  13 

Dartford  —  15  14  7  6  —  —  —  —  10  6  6 

Swanscombe  23  8  13  8  8  8  16  15  13  20  35  21 

S  Leatherhead;  Chessington  and  Fetcham  Mill.  Richmond  Park,  two  pairs 
in  April  but  decreasing.  Wey  Manor  Farm,  Weybridge,  not  recorded  for 
first  time  in  four  years.  Fetcham  Mill,  up  to  12  from  Sept,  to  Dec. 

117  Quail 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Aug  19th  (jf). 

K  Eynsford,  one  on  June  30th,  July  16th  and  Aug.  3rd  (chd,fcd). 

S  Near  Bookham  Common,  one  calling  on  June  15th  (adf).  Chelsham  Court 
Farm,  one  seen  and  two  heard  on  seven  dates  between  June  24th  and 
July  12th  (bb,bjt). 
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120  Water  Rail 

All  sites  of  winter  occurrence  are  given  below  (singles  unless  otherwise 
stated)  and  two  records  of  birds  present  in  the  breeding  season. 

E  Thoradon  Park,  “present  in  the  breeding  season”  (rl).  Rainham;  Naves- 
stock  Lake;  Walthamstow  Res.;  Weald  Park  Lake;  up  to  two  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

H  Cassiobury  Park,  up  to  five;  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  up  to  nine  in  the  early  part 
of  the  year  though  only  two  singles  during  Oct.  to  Dec.;  Cheshunt  G.P., 
up  to  four;  Rickmansworth,  up  to  two.  Stocker’s  Lake;  West  Hyde;  Old 
Parkbury;  Totteridge;  Rye  Meads  S.F. 

M  Stanwell  Moor  G.P.;  Brent  Res.,  up  to  two;  Ponders  End  S.F.,  up  to  four. 
B  Goringwell  Lake;  Higher  Denham,  up  to  three;  Old  Slade,  up  to  four; 
Thorney  Weir  G.P. ;  Iver,  up  to  four. 

K  Foots  Cray  Meadows;  Swanscombe;  Broadness;  Crossness  S.F.;  Plum- 
stead;  Erith;  Ruxley,  up  to  three;  Sevenoaks  and  Kemsing  areas,  up  to 
nine;  Dartford  Marsh,  up  to  two. 

S  Buckland,  pair  present  ‘all  summer’  (rhbf).  Richmond  Park;  Beddington 
S.F.;  Holmethorpe;  Fetcham,  Addlestone;  Brooklands.  Inner  London: 
Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Sept.  29th  (rwg). 

121  Spotted  Crake 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one  well  seen  on  Mar.  5th  (cr). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  15th  (jhw). 

126  Moorhen 

Winter  flocks  over  50  are  given  and  all  Inner  London  records. 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  c.  100  on  Oct.  22nd  (dkc).  Rickmansworth,  72  on 
Feb.  24th  (neg). 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  c.  seven  pairs  bred; 
maximum  counts  of  23  and  16  on  Jan.  5th  and  Nov.  1st  respectively 
(dab,rfs,jpw). 

B  Old  Slade,  70  on  Dec.  1 8th  (alp). 

K  Sevenoaks,  up  to  66  during  January  (jc,jgh). 

S  Inner  London;  Surrey  Docks,  “breeds”,  maximum  of  c.  65  on  Nov.  30th 
(rwg).  ' 

127  Coot 

The  three  well-watched  Inner  London  Parks  (mentioned  below)  all  reported 
an  increase  in  breeding  numbers  and,  as  a  similar  situation  was  noted  in 
Richmond  Park  in  1973,  perhaps  the  increase  is  more  widespread.  Any 
similar  instances  or  comments  from  other  areas  would  be  welcomed  by  the 
recorders. 

Winter  counts  over  300  and  all  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  c.  1,000  on  Aug.  25th  (rph)  and  at  least  600  on  Sept. 
28th  (pab). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  566  on  Jan.  16th,  414  on  Feb.  13th  and  394  on  Nov.  12th 
(rl).  Rickmansworth,  c.  450  on  Feb.  13th  (dwe,kj).  Stockers  and  Buly 
Lake,  370  on  Dec.  22nd  (dkc).  Rye  Meads,  up  to  382  in  December. 

M  Staines  Res.,  up  to  300  in  November  and  December  (adf).  King  George  VI 
Res.,  up  to  400  in  October  (ap).  Inner  London:  Regents  Park,  “an 
increase”,  15  pairs  bred  (sc).  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  three 
and  nine  nests  respectively,  “almost  certainly  the  largest  numbers  since  the 
species  first  established  itself  in  the  Parks”  (dab,rfs,dpw). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  450  on  Dec.  26th  (alp).  Old  Slade,  up  to  450  in  January 
and  from  October  to  December  (alp). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  c.  400  on  Jan.  29th  (pw)  and  c.  300  on  Nov.  18th  (ksl). 
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Walton  Res.,  387  on  Sept.  17th  and  549  on  Oct.  15th  (pbl).  Queen 
Elizabeth  II  Res.,  338  on  Sept.  17th  (pbl).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks, 
non-breeding  resident  with  a  maximum  of  c.  20  during  November  and 
December  (rwg). 

131  Oystercatcher 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  Apr.  16th  and  May  17th  (brw). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  8th  (adf).  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  23rd  (jhw). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Jan.  5th  and  Oct.  14th  (sjg),  and  two  on  May  21st 
and  28th  (drg).  Plumstead  Marsh,  one  on  Jan.  26th  (jfw).  Purfleet,  three 
on  Aug.  26th  (kn).  Rainham,  two  on  Apr.  9th,  May  7th  and  14th  (kn). 
Sevenoaks,  two  on  Dec.  3rd  (jgh,jc).  Swanscombe,  four  on  Jan.  19th, 
singles  on  Feb.  26th  and  Mar.  12th,  two  on  Mar.  19th  and  25th,  and  three 
on  Apr.  17th  (lfw).  Also  a  pair  in  April,  but  no  proof  of  nesting  (lfw, 

SJG,DW). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  flying  over,  calling,  on  May  28th  (mdk). 

133  Lapwing 

The  only  cold  weather  movement  of  the  year  occurred  between  Jan.  29th 
and  30th,  mainly  in  a  westerly  direction  but  relatively  small  numbers  were 
involved,  the  maximum  being  640  W  over  the  Brent  Res.,  on  Jan.  29th. 
An  isolated  movement  of  c.  1,000  flying  W  between  1100-1200  hrs.  was 
reported  from  Wraysbury  Res.,  on  Dec.  3rd.  The  only  winter  flocks  of 
1,000  or  more  birds  were  reported  from  Staines  Moor  (M)  c.  1,000  on 
Feb.  13th  and  Dartford  Marsh  (K)  max.  1,500  in  February.  The  usual 
mid-summer  migration  was  noted  from  June  17th. 

134  Ringed  Plover 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  wintering  birds  were  confined  to  the  River 
Thames  below  Woolwich,  by  far  the  largest  numbers  being  in  the  Swans- 
combe/Purfleet  sections  where  there  were  up  to  50  in  Jan.,  42  in  Feb.,  30 
in  Mar.,  10  in  Apr.,  and  16  in  May. 

The  first  ‘inland’  record  of  the  year,  suggesting  spring  passage,  was  of 
four  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  (M)  on  Apr.  8th,  and  until  May  7th  there  were  five 
records  of  singles  at  scattered  inland  localities.  14  at  Rainham  Marsh  (E) 
on  May  14th  was  the  highest  spring  count  of  the  year  at  that  site  and 
doubtless  included  migrants. 

Summer  records  (June/ July)  of  non-breeders  at  inland  sites  came  from 
Sevenoaks  (K)  and  Brent  Res.  (M).  There  were  two  or  three  breeding  pairs 
at  both  Swanscombe  and  Thamesmead  (K)  and  two  young  were  seen  at 
the  latter  site.  A  pair  bred  and  raised  a  juvenile  at  Rainham. 

Autumn  passage  as  recorded  at  Staines  Res.  and  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  lasted 
from  Aug.  6th  to  Sept.  1 1th,  with  a  peak  of  24  at  both  Staines  Res.  on  Aug. 
7th  and  Perry  Oaks  on  Aug.  10th.  Up  to  four  were  seen  at  five  other  inland 
sites  during  the  same  period. 

On  the  Thames  a  build-up  in  numbers  was  first  noted  on  July  30th,  when 
Purfleet  and  Swanscombe  counts  totalled  45.  The  highest  count  of  the 
autumn  was  on  Aug.  27th,  when  numbers  at  sites  between  Rainham  and 
Swanscombe  totalled  296;  175  of  these  were  counted  at  the  high-tide  roost 
on  the  ash  ponds  of  the  West  Thurrock  generating  station  (Purfleet).  This 
one  site  is  undoubtedly  the  focal  point  for  the  population  of  the  Rainham 
to  Purfleet  section  (as  with  most  of  the  other  waders),  and  the  following 
peak  counts  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  for  this  site  are  probably  near 
the  total  for  this  part  of  the  Thames — Sept.  150,  Oct.  70,  Nov.  100,  Dec. 
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117.  At  sites  upriver  from  Rainham,  counts  did  not  exceed  ten.  The 
dryness  of  the  habitat  at  Rainham  Marsh  during  the  autumn  probably 
accounted  for  the  unusually  low  numbers  there,  and  presumably  also 
helped  to  boost  the  numbers  at  Purfleet.  One  at  Staines  Moor  (M)  on 
Dec.  3rd  was  the  only  winter  record  away  from  the  Thames. 

135  Little  Ringed  Plover 

E  Two  pairs,  possibly  three,  bred  successfully  at  two  sites.  Two  or  three 
birds  present  at  two  other  sites,  where  at  one  breeding  may  have  been 
successful.  At  Rainham  Marsh  autumn  passage  from  early  July  reached 
a  peak  of  17  on  July  30th. 

H  Eleven  pairs  bred  or  attempted  to  at  four  sites.  Six  migrants  were  recorded 
at  one  site  on  Aug.  18th. 

M  A  pair  present  at  each  of  five  sites  in  the  breeding  season.  Peak  counts  of 
autumn  migrants  were  at  Longford  G.P.,  11  on  July  29th  and  13  on  Aug. 
8th. 

K  Seven  pairs  at  four  sites,  at  least  one  pair  bred  successfully.  Birds  present 
at  two  other  sites. 

S  Four  pairs  at  three  sites.  A  juvenile  seen  at  one  site.  Nest  of  four  eggs 
robbed  at  another  site. 

136  Kentish  Plover 

K  Swanscombe,  one  on  May  6th  (sjg). 

139  Grey  Plover 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Sept.  21st  (gde,caw).  Staines  Res.,  one  on 
.Sept.  20th  (jvvn). 

K  River  Thames:  Purfleet,  two  on  Sept.  24th  (kn).  Woolwich,  one  flying 
east  on  Nov.  12th  (kwm,djp)  and  one  on  Nov.  19th  (kwm). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  17th  (pjs,sk). 

140  Golden  Plover 

E  Purfleet,  14  on  Dec.  7th  (brw). 

H  Shenleybury,  one  on  Jan.  1st  (ehvv). 

B  Horton,  55  on  Feb.  2nd  and  50+  on  Mar.  3rd  (ap).  Horton  Manor,  20 
on  Dec.  7th  (ap). 

M  Staines  Moor,  c.  150  on  Jan.  30th  and  up  to  150  in  December.  Staines 
Res.,  c.  120  on  Jan.  30th  (kajg). 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  Dec.  26th  (jgh,jc). 

143  Turnstone 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  on  July  29th  (jf).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  July  23rd 
(per  rph). 

M  Staines  Res.,  two  on  May  7th  (jq)  and  one  on  Aug.  3rd  (gde). 

K  River  Thames:  Purfleet,  one  on  Aug.  5th  (kn,gcg).  Rainham,  two  on 
May  7th  (kn)  and  three  on  July  30th  (brw). 

145  Snipe 

E  Berwick  Pond,  Rainham,  one  drumming  June  15th  (per  rph);  East  Ham/ 
Barking  Level,  one  drumming  May  20th  (per  rph);  Rainham  Marsh,  one 
drumming  Apr.  22nd  and  May  7th,  but  no  further  sightings  (kn).  Epping 
S.F.,  150  in  December  (bmeu).  North  Chingford,  max.  five  September  to 
December  (cf). 

H  Hoddesdon,  two  drumming  May  28th-29th  (mjb).  Rickmansworth,  two 
pairs  drumming  (dkc).  Totteridge,  Darlands  lake,  two  pairs  present  up  to 
April  (ehw).  Rye  Meads,  present  in  breeding  season,  may  have  bred.  In 
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winter,  Colne  Valley  max.  ten;  Maple  Cross,  thirty  mid-December;  Rye 
Meads,  100+  on  Apr.  1st  and  forty  on  Dec.  10th. 

M  No  breeding  records.  Brent  Res.,  30+  on  Dec.  12th  (jhw).  West  Drayton, 
119  on  Mar.  10th  and  80  on  Dec.  16th  (ap).  Hampton  Court,  35  on  Mar. 
9th  (wri).  Little  Britain  G.P.,  70+  on  Apr.  6th  and  c.  80  on  Dec.  16th 
(md).  Ponders  End  S.F.  60+  on  Feb.  27th  (prh).  Inner  London:  Hyde 
Park,  one  flying  E  on  Apr.  6th  and  one  NW  on  Apr.  28th  (dab). 

K  Erith  Marsh,  two  pairs  present  in  summer  and  an  adult  with  young 
seen  (jfw),  and  one  drumming  Apr.  30th  (kwm,djp).  Peak  winter 
counts :  Rainham  Saltings,  generally  up  to  c.  60  January- April  and  August- 
December  but  c.  300  on  Jan.  2nd  (kn  et  al);  Swanscombe  187;  Thames 
Mead  100;  Sevenoaks  100;  Dartford  Marsh  100. 

S  Reported  January  to  April  and  August  to  December.  Peak  winter  counts : 
Surbiton  S.F.  ten;  Holmethorpe  12,  Fetcham  Mill  Pond  16. 

147  Jack  Snipe 

E  Epping  S.F.,  one  on  Dec.  27th  (bmeu).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Jan.  2nd, 
two  on  Feb.  12th  and  March  25th,  and  three  on  Dec.  30th  (kn). 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  four  on  Jan.  30th  and  at  least  four  from  February  to 
Mar.  18th  and  four  on  Dec.  12th  (dkc).  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  on  Nov.  12th 
and  Dec.  17th  (rl).  Rye  Meads,  one  between  Dec.  10th  and  23rd  (rmrg). 
West  Hyde,  one  on  Oct.  20th  (dkc). 

M  Reported  from  eight  localities  January  to  March  and  from  seven  localities 
October  to  December,  generally  of  one  to  four,  but  with  peak  counts  of 
seven  at  Stanwell  Moor  G.P.  on  Nov.  3rd  and  up  to  five  at  Horton  G.P. 
(Bucks.)  in  January  (mo).  Osterley  Park,  one  from  Oct.  1st  to  5th  was 
killed  by  a  cat  (dh). 

K  Swanscombe  Marsh,  up  to  19  from  January  to  May  1st  and  two  on  Dec.  9th 
(lfw).  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Feb.  13th,  three  on  Mar.  19th  and  one  on 
Nov.  26th  (drg).  Sevenoaks,  one  in  January  and  March  and  two  between 
Apr.  8th  and  27th,  one  between  Sept.  21st  and  30th  and  up  to  four  October 
to  December  (jgh,jc).  Crossness,  two  on  Apr.  23rd  (jfw).  Erith,  one  on 
Nov.  5th  and  Dec.  3rd  (gbc). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Mar.  26th  (kco)  and  two  on  Dec.  15th.  Fetcham 
Mill  pond,  one  on  Jan.  23rd  (dp).  Hersham  S.F.,  one  on  Jan.  30th  (dp). 
Richmond  Park,  one  reported  regularly  in  November,  with  two  on  Nov. 
18th  and  three  on  Dec.  23rd  (adf,rdh,bam).  Surbiton  S.F.,  four  on  Jan. 
30th  (wri).  Wimbledon  Common,  one  on  Mar.  19th  (rhk). 

148  Woodcock 

A  few  winter  records,  mainly  of  single  birds.  Sightings  away  from  the 
usual  sites  were  of  one  flying  over  Doilis  Kill  (M)  on  Sept.  9th  (es),  one  at 
Wimbledon  Common  on  Feb.  13th  and  one  at  Kew  Gardens  on  Mar.  29th 
(jeh).  All  breeding  season  records  given  below: 

E  Thordon  Park,  one  roding  on  June  11th  ( per  rph)  and  June  16th  (rbw)  and 
two  roding  on  July  1st  and  2nd  ( per  rph). 

H  N.  Mynns,  one  calling  around  trees  at  dusk  on  July  1 3th  (ehw).  Highfield, 
two  or  three  roding  June  21st  to  26th  (mjb). 

S  Bookham  Common,  two  roding  (mo).  Esher  Common,  up  to  three  roding 
(wri,crac,pjo).  Fetcham  Downs,  one  roding  (agc).  Headley  Heath,  up 
to  five  roding  (mo).  Limpsfield  Chart,  up  to  six  roding  (wad).  Oxshott, 
c.  3  roding  (wri). 
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150  Curlew 

The  occurrence  of  comparatively  large  numbers  apparently  wintering 
mainly  in  the  Purfleet/Swanscombe  section  of  the  River  Thames  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  an  entirely  new  departure  for  this  species  in  our  area,  where 
it  is  normally  only  recorded  as  a  passage  migrant.  It  seems  likely  that  it 
has  moved  in  as  a  result  of  the  cleaner  conditions  which  have  also  attracted 
large  numbers  of  other  waders  and  ducks  in  recent  years.  All  records  are 
summarised  in  the  table  below,  which  shows  the  peak  monthly  count  for 
each  site. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 


Woolwich  3  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Rainham  —  1  —  1  —  —  —  —  —  5  —  — 

Erith  —  —  ■ —  —  —  —  —  —  —  10  4  — 

Dartford  —  —  —  —  1  —  —  10  —  2  1  — 

Purfleet  1  -  —  —  —  —  1  3  —  12  34  35 

Swanscombe  2  1  1  2  —  —  1  7  5  21  43  19 


Simultaneous  counts  were  made  at  several  sites  along  the  Thames  on  Aug. 
27th,  Oct.  22nd,  Nov.  19th  and  Dec.  10th,  and  the  totals  were  13,  34,  35 
and  40  respectively,  so  there  is  clearly  a  lot  of  interchange  between  indivi¬ 
dual  sites,  indeed  the  high  tide  roost  on  the  ash  ponds  of  West  Thurrock 
generating  station  and  the  fields  nearby  is  probably  the  focal  point  for  the 
whole  wintering  population  on  the  Inner  Thames. 

Away  from  the  Thames  a  normal  pattern  of  passage  birds  emerges  from 
the  following  summary  of  records. 

.  Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May 

sightings  1  2  2  —  — 

total  birds  1  2  2  —  — 

151  Whimbrel 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  two  flying  N  on  Aug.  18th  (jf).  West  Ham  Park,  at 
least  two  flying  over  at  night,  calling,  on  Aug.  19th  (re). 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one  flying  N,  calling,  on  Apr.  24th  (pt  per  dkc).  Rye 
Meads,  18  SW  on  Aug.  7th  (rmrg). 

M  Staines  Res.,  singles  on  May  4th  (gde,mdk),  July  21st  (gde)  and  two  on 
Aug.  21st  (adf).  Wraysbury  Res.,  one,  calling,  on  May  21st  (jhw). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Sept.  10th  and  two  on  Nov.  5th  (drg).  Purfleet, 
one  on  May  7th  (kn).  Swanscombe,  singles  on  April  28th  (lfw)  and  May 
29th  (sjg). 

154  Black-tailed  Godwit 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  six  on  Apr.  29th  (kb). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  26th  (gw). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  flying  W  on  Aug.  1st  (sjg). 

155  Bar-tailed  Godwit 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  Apr.  30th  (kn). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  May  7th  (cww,jq). 

K  Purfleet,  one  on  River  Thames  on  Aug.  20th  (brw),  and  one  flying  W  on 
Nov.  11th  (sjg).  Sevenoaks,  three  on  July  16th  (jgh,jc).  Swanscombe, 
14  on  Apr.  26th  (lfw). 

156  Green  Sandpiper 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  up  to  four  January  to  late  April  (kn);  autumn  passage 
from  June  24th  rising  to  c.  20  in  August,  with  numbers  falling  during 


Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
5—6611  2 

7  —  28  14  1  1  2 
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September;  one  or  two  reported  October  and  December  (mo).  Other 
Essex  records  were  of  up  to  three  at  Barking  Level ;  one  to  four  in  July  and 
August  with  max.  of  five  on  Aug.  1st  at  Girling  Res.;  and  four  on  Nov.  4th 
at  the  Lea  Valley  Res.,  and  up  to  three  on  many  occasions  to  end  of  the 
year  (jf). 

H  Winter  records  of  singles  at  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  and  Chorleywood  (dkc). 
Autumn  records  of  up  to  four  from  seven  localities. 

M  Spring  records  of  one  or  two  at  three  sites  from  March  to  May.  Autumn 
passage  from  June  30th  of  up  to  three  at  ten  localities.  Records  of  singles 
at  four  localities  in  Dec.,  but  six  at  Perry  Oaks  on  Dec.  9th. 

K  Winter  records  from  Dartford  Marsh  (up  to  four),  Northfleet  and  Swans- 
combe  (singles),  Sevenoaks  (up  to  two)  and  Thamesmead  (up  to  three). 
Autumn  passage  reported  from  five  sites,  maximum  of  nine  in  July  at 
Sevenoaks. 

S  Winter  records  at  Beddington  S.F.,  singles  regularly  Jan.  to  Apr.  16th., 
three  on  Jan.  1st,  and  two  on  Feb.  13th  and  four  Dec.  3rd  to  27th  (kco). 
Autumn  passage  from  Aug.  6th  with  a  maximum  of  five  on  Aug.  7th  at 
Beddington  S.F.  Richmond  Park  one  on  Aug.  5th  (rdh). 

157  Wood  Sandpiper 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  July  13th  (kb),  Aug.  3rd  and  9th  (rwb),  Aug. 
20th  (kn),  Aug.  25th  (rwb)  and  Sept.  3rd  (kn).  Ripple  Level,  Barking,  one 
on  July  19th  ( per  rph).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  July  29th  (jf)  and  Sept. 
30th  (rl). 

M  Enfield,  one  heard  flying  over  on  Sept.  9th  (jhw).  Longford  G.P.,  one  on 
July  28th,  Aug.  1st  and  Aug.  10th  (md).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  2nd 
(md).  Ponders  End  S.F.,  three  on  July  5th,  one  on  July  7th  and  30th  (prh), 
five  on  Aug.  13th  (prh,kdm).  Poyle  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  3rd  (caw)  and  two 
on  Aug.  4th  (gde). 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  Aug.  13th  (jgh,jc). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  12th  (wad). 

159  Common  Sandpiper 

E  Winter  records  at  Rainham  Marsh  of  up  to  five  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
and  up  to  six  from  Oct.  to  Dec.  (kn,brw,cpc).  Autumn  passage  from 
June  24th  with  peaks  of  c.  42  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  Aug.  12th  (kn)  and 
30+  at  Lea  Valley  Res.  on  Aug.  19th  (jf),  and  elsewhere  up  to  four  at  three 
sites. 

H  Rye  Meads,  one  wintered  at  beginning  of  year  (rmrg).  One  or  two  at  five 
sites  in  spring  and  seven  on  May  20th  at  Hilfield  Park  Res.  (bls).  In  the 
Autumn  highest  numbers  were  at  Rye  Meads  with  a  peak  of  eleven  on 
Aug.  5th  (rmrg)  and  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  with  a  peak  of  ten  on  Aug.  19th. 
Elsewhere  up  to  seven  at  seven  sites.  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens,  up  to  two  on  fouF  dates  (dab,mj,cmt)  ;  St.  James’s 
Park,  up  to  two  on  three  dates  (bpa,acp,ehg). 

K  Winter  records  at  Dartford  Marsh,  up  to  four  (drg)  and  up  to  two  at  five 
other  sites.  In  spring  up  to  four  at  Swanscombe  Marsh  and  singles  at  six 
other  sites.  In  autumn  recorded  at  thirteen  sites  (mo),  the  highest  count 
being  at  Swanscombe,  33  in  Aug.  (lfw). 

S  In  spring  up  to  three  at  four  sites.  In  autumn  recorded  at  eleven  sites,  the 
highest  count  being  at  Beddington  S.F.,  ten  on  Aug.  9th  (wad). 
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161  Redshank 

Winter  numbers  on  the  Thames  were  again  at  a  high  level,  and  all  counts 
are  summarised  in  the  table  under  Kent.  Elsewhere  the  highest  count  was 
12  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  (M)  on  Nov.  28th.  The  following  table  includes  all 
records  except  those  for  the  Thames  and  breeding  sites,  and  gives  an  over¬ 
all  picture  of  the  weight  and  timing  of  movements  through  the  Area 
during  the  year.  The  vast  majority  of  the  records  included  come  from 
sewage  farms  and  reservoirs  in  the  Staines  area. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
sightings  3  5  21  18  5  5  7  15  3  4  7  13 

total  birds  7  10  52  67  7  7  11  16  3  6  22  23 

All  records  referring  to  possible  or  proved  breeding,  the  Thames  summary 
and  an  Inner  London  record  are  given  under  counties  below. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  ten  birds  present  during  May  and  June,  territorial  display 
noted  in  at  least  three  sites,  but  only  one  young  seen  (kn).  East  Ham / 
Barking  Level,  one  pair  bred  ( per  rph).  Waltham  Abbey,  two  pairs  present, 
success  unknown  (tjl). 

M  Inner  London:  Regents  Park,  one  on  Oct.  10th  (ehw). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  at  least  two  pairs  bred  (drg).  Swanscombe,  ‘several  pairs 
apparently  breeding’  (sjg,lfw).  Thamesmead,  at  least  ten  pairs  during  the 
summer  and  one  seen  with  two  small  young  (kwm,djp,pjs«,jfw).  Counts 
on  the  River  Thames  are  summarised  in  the  table  which  shows  peak  monthly 
counts  for  each  site  where  over  ten  were  recorded. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Woolwich 

27 

5 

18 

12 

20 

20 

2 

1 

6 

10 

23 

15 

Rainham 

45 

70 

17 

40 

15 

— 

6 

2 

11 

14 

124 

79 

Erith 

62 

Dartford 

180 

120 

45 

12 

18 

5 

4 

5 

1 

127 

100 

200 

Purfleet 

200 

200 

150 

60 

— 

— 

3 

— 

137 

700 

346 

550 

Swanscombe 

170 

157 

88 

66 

46 

34 

9 

— 

58 

85 

120 

100 

Thurrock 

100 

Thames* 

434 

395 

238 

172 

65 

18 

— 

7 

206 

799 

527 

705 

*Total  for  Thames  sites  counted  simultaneously  on  monthly  survey. 

S  Stoke  d’^bernon,  two  on  Mar.  15th  ‘in  known  breeding  site’  (agc). 
Cobham,  one  pair  bred  (dp). 

162  Spotted  Redshank 

E  Barking  Level,  one  on  Aug.  17th  (kb).  Purfleet,  one  on  Sept.  5th  and  21st 
(kb).  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  July  7th,  Aug.  3rd,  9th  and  27th  (rwb) 
and  Sept.  3rd  (kn). 

M  Perry  Oaks,  one  on  Apr.  6th  (md,gde,adf)  and  Apr.  7th  (gde).  Staines 
Res.,  one  on  Aug.  15th  (caw, gde),  Aug.  29th  (adf)  and  Sept.  19th  (gde). 
Staines  Moor,  one  on  Sept.  23rd  (adf). 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  Aug.  14th  and  15th  (jgh,jc). 

S  Barn  Elms,  two  on  Sept.  1st  (wav'). 

165  Greenshank 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  on  May  6th  (jf).  Lea  Valley  Res.,  three  on  many  dates  ! 
in  July  and  Aug.  and  five  on  Sept.  17th  (jf).  King  George  V  Res.,  one 
flying  N  on  Sept.  3rd  (cf).  Purfleet,  six  on  Aug.  27th,  one  on  Sept.  10th  and 
two  on  Oct.  8th  ( per  rph).  Rainham  Marsh,  up  to  two  on  six  dates  bet¬ 
ween  July  14th  and  Sept.  3rd  (kn,brw,rph). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  three  on  Sept.  16th  (lkw,bls)  and  singles  on  several 
dates  in  Aug.  and  Sept,  at  three  other  localities. 

M  Ponders  End  S.F.,  two  on  May  2nd  (prh).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  17th 
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(adf);  autumn  passage  from  July  11th  to  Oct.  28th  maximum  of  nine  (mo). 
K  Purfleet,  one  or.  May  7th  (kn).  Sevenoaks,  one  on  Apr.  2nd  (jgh,jc). 
Swanscombe,  one  on  three  dates  in  May  (lfw).  Autumn  passage  from  July 
22nd  to  Oct.  8th,  maximum  of  eight  at  Purfleet  on  Aug.  19th. 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  singles  Aug.  4th  to  20th  (kdgm,wad,kco).  Island  Barn 
Res.,  two  on  Sept.  17th  and  19th  (bl,dp).  River  Thames,  Fulham  F.C. 
Ground,  one  on  Sept.  1st  (wv).  Walton-on-Thames,  one  W  on  Aug.  15th 
(co). 

169  Knot 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  on  July  20th  (jf).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Apr  30th  (kn). 
K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Feb.  20th  (chd).  Purfleet,  one  on  July  30th  (kn). 

170  Purple  Sandpiper 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  1 1th  (mdk). 

171  Little  Stint 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Feb.  20th,  26th  and  Mar.  18th,  Apr.  4th  and  9th 
(kn,cpc). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  recorded  from  Aug.  18th  until  Sept.  24th  with  maximum 
of  eight  on  Sept.  9th,  15th  and  19th  (mo).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  11th 
(adf).  Stanwell  Moor  G.P.,  one  on  Oct.  1st  (md). 

K  River  Thames,  Purfleet,  one  on  Aug.  20th,  26th  and  27th,  two  on  Sept.  3rd, 
one  on  Sept.  9th,  16th,  24th  and  30th,  one  on  Oct.  22nd  and  two  on  Nov. 
4th  (kn). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  on  Sept.  17th  (pjs). 

173  Temminck’s  Stint 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Aug.  5th  (kb). 

178  Dunlin 

Winter  numbers  on  the  Thames  again  showed  further  increases  over  the 
previous  year.  A  simultaneous  count  from  the  shore  at  several  sites  on 
Dec.  10th  totalled  7,455  which  compares  with  the  previous  record  count 
for  the  Woolwich  to  Swanscombe  sections  of  5,800  in  Jan.  1970.  The  table 
shows  peak  monthly  counts  from  all  sites  where  over  500  were  recorded. 
During  May  to  July  numbers  did  not  exceed  12. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Crossness 

3,000 

1,500 

15 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2,000 

2,000 

Rainham 

1,500 

1,100 

900 

21 

4 

— 

35 

90 

1,390 

Dartford 

1,200 

500 

500 

— 

1 

— 

— 

200 

500 

Purfleet 

2,000 

3,000 

600 

— 

35 

51 

1,000 

2,730 

3,700 

Swanscombe 

1,200 

1,750 

800 

40 

8 

— 

60 

167 

1,000 

Thames* 

3,642 

4,600 

1,886 

29 

43 

58 

1,042 

3,989 

7,455 

*Total  for  Thames  sites  counted  simultaneously  on  monthly  survey 

All  records  for  sites  away  from  the  Thames  are  summarised  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  table,  which  gives  an  overall  picture  of  the  weight  and  timing  of  move¬ 
ments  through  the  Area  during  the  year. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

sightings  4  2  5  8  1  —  5  33  12  10  9  8 

total  birds  8  2  7  28  9  —  5  133  17  21  85  54 

By  far  the  majority  of  ‘inland’  records  came  from  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  (M), 
where  peak  autumn  passage  occurred  between  Aug.  9th  and  14th,  when  up 
to  19  were  seen;  between  30  and  39  were  present  here  from  Nov.  27th  and 
Dec.  3rd,  but  outside  these  periods  numbers  did  not  exceed  five.  At  other 
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localities  Dunlin  were  of  much  less  regular  occurrence  and  numbers  did 
not  exceed  nine. 

184  Ruff 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  singles  on  Sept.  23rd,  25th  and  29th  (ead,pjd,rfs)  and 
Oct.  6th  (jcb). 

H  Hilfield  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  19th  (lkw).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  singles  on  May 
6th  (igj)  and  on  August  3rd  (dkc). 

M  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  present  in  the  Staines  Moor/Perry  Oaks  S.F. 
area  until  Mar.  19th,  with  peak  counts  of  18  in  Jan.,  c.  24  in  Feb.  and  two 
in  March  (md,adf,ap).  First  autumn  record  on  Aug.  7th  at  Perry  Oaks 
S.F.,  and  present  in  the  area  until  Oct.  14th  with  a  peak  of  eight  on  Sept. 
30th.  There  were  no  further  records  until  Dec.  8th,  and  subsequently  there 
were  up  to  five  until  the  end  of  the  year  in  the  Perry  Oaks/Staines  area  (mo). 
B  One  at  Horton  G.P.  on  Feb.  24th  (ap)  and  two  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  on 
Dec.  3rd  (adf)  were  undoubtedly  from  Middlesex  populations. 

K  Recorded  on  the  River  Thames  only,  and  apart  from  up  to  two  at  Rainham 
in  August,  September  and  December,  only  from  the  Dartford,  Purfleet  and 
Swanscombe  sections,  where  there  were  up  to  68  in  January,  82  in  February, 
15  in  March,  two  in  April,  singles  in  May,  August  and  September,  eight 
in  October,  32  in  November  and  40  in  December.  The  high  tide  roost  on 
the  ash  ponds  of  the  West  Thurrock  generating  station  is  clearly  the  focal 
point  of  this  whole  population  (mo). 

S  Singles  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  Aug.  19th  (gcg)  and  Beddington  S.F.  on 
Nov.  11th  and  12th  (wad,brs). 

179  Curlew  Sandpiper 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  17th  (jf).  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  Sept.  24th 
(kn).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  15th  (ead,pjd). 

M  Longford  G.P.,  one  on  July  21st  (md).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  7th, 
8th,  9th  and  22nd  (md,gde,ap,caw),  two  on  Aug.  18th  (adf),  ten  on  Aug. 
23rd  (md,ap)  and  25  on  Aug.  26th  (ap).,  one  on  Sept.  12th  (ap)  and  Sept. 
28th  (gde,caw). 

K  Purfleet,  River  Thames,  one  on  Aug.  20th  and  14  on  Aug.  27th,  five  on 
Sept.  2nd,  15  on  Sept.  3rd,  and  three  on  Sept.  30th  (kn). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  24th  (mdk). 

181  Sanderling 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  24th  (jf). 

K  Thamesmead,  one  on  Nov.  26th  (djp,kwm). 

187  Grey  Phalarope 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  18th  and  19th  (jf). 

195  Pomarine  Skua 

B  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  from  Nov.  30th  to  Dec.  8th  (alp, adf, jq). 

193  Arctic  Skua 

E  King  George  V  &  Girling  Res.,  one  from  Aug.  26th  to  Sept.  9th  (jf,rfs). 
K  Thames  at  Thurrock,  Purfleet  and  Swanscombe,  an  immature  from  Sept. 
2nd  to  30th,  mostly  at  the  Thurrock  power  station  outfall  (kn,lfw,rbw). 

198  Great  Black-backed  Gull 

Peak  monthly  counts  at  Dartford  Marsh  and  Sevenoaks  (Kent)  are  given 
(cf  LBR  36). 
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Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Dartford  30  25  —  1  —  —  —  5  10  6  20  25  (drg) 

Sevenoaks  150  ?  —  —  2  —  —  1  2  52  80  90  (jgh,jc) 

Records  received  from  elsewhere  show  slightly  lower  mid-winter  figures 

than  in  previous  years,  although  roosts  were  largely  unchecked. 

199  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

The  largest  autumn  counts  were  c.  600  at  Harefield  Moor  G.P.  (Middx.)  on 
Sept.  4th  (dkc),  and  c.  1,000  at  Horton  Manor  (Bucks.)  on  Oct  20th  (alp). 
Counts  elsewhere  did  not  exceed  400,  although  roosts  were  largely 
unchecked.  Widespread  in  the  winter  months  and  numerous,  particularly 
in  the  passage  months  when  the  Scandinavian  race  L.  f  fuscus  was  well  in 
evidence.  Recorded  also  in  all  the  summer  months,  mainly  immatures. 

200  Herring  Gull 

M  Inner  London:  a  pair  bred  in  St.  James’s  Park,  hatching  four  chicks  and 
successfully  rearing  three  young  (jms);  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gdns., 
up  to  four  seen  frequently  between  Apr.  24th  and  Sept.  5th,  possibly  ‘prosp¬ 
ecting’ territories  (dab,rfs,jpw)  ;  Regents  Park,  known  to  be  present  at  the 
zoological  gardens  but  no  reports  of  breeding  were  received. 

Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  a  new  winter  roost  reported  with  counts  of  c.  1,800 
on  Jan.  6th  (alp,md)  and  c.  1,000  on  Dec.  16th  (igj). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  an  adult  with  bright  yellow  legs  on  Nov.  3rd  (wjd)  may 
have  been  the  eastern  Scandinavian  race  L.  a.  omissus,  or  more  probably  a 
hybrid  L.  a.  argentatus  x  L.  f.  graellsii,  although  other  hybrids  such  as 
L.  a.  argentatus  x  L.  a .  omissus  cannot  be  ruled  out. 

201  Common  Gull 

Peak  monthly  counts  at  Dartford  Marsh  are  given  (c/.  LBR  36).  The 
figures  for  January  and  February  are  unusually  high. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Dartford  500  650  50  20  9  18  100  60  50  60  70  50  (drg) 

Elsewhere  no  counts  exceeded  250,  although  roosts  were  largely  unchecked. 

202  Glaucus  Gull 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  an  immature  on  Jan.  16th  (kn),  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
an  immature  from  Nov.  28th  to  Dec.  31st  (kn,brw,kb).  Purfleet,  an 
immature  on  Dec.  17th  (brw),  possibly  the  Rainham  bird. 

207  Little  Gull 

A  paper  by  Peter  Oliver  detailing  the  recent  increase  in  this  species  in  the 
London  Area  appears  on  page  59. 

E  Lea  Valley  Res.,  four  between  Aug.  14th  and  31st  (jf). 

M  Staines  Res.,  singles  on  Apr.  9th  (cww),  May  7th  (jq)  and  May  15th  (gde). 
Autumn  passage  reported  only  from  Staines  and  Brent:  Staines  Res., 
Aug.  6th-Oct.  4th  (mo),  max.  *8  on  Sept.  3rd,  with  late  birds  on  Nov.  19th 
(adf)  and  Nov.  22nd  (gde),  and  a  winter  adult  on  Dec.  28th  (adf);  Brent 
Res.,  Aug.  28th-Sept.  5th  (lab,mdk,ehw,ch),  max.  4  on  Sept.  1st. 

B  Horton  G.P.,  one  on  Mar.  29th  (alp). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Sept.  17th  (khp).  Sevenoaks,  one  on  Oct.  2nd 
(jgh,fc).  Thurrock  power  station  outfall,  Aug.  26th-  Sept.  3rd,  max.  3  on 
Sept.  2nd  (kn). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  9th  (jq);  singles  on  Aug.  28th  and  30th 
(mdk,jq,fm). 

208  Black-headed  Gull 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  a  new  roost  reported  with  a  count  of  c.  1,500  on 
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Dec.  16th  (igj). 

K  Thames  at  Woolwich,  midstream  roost  of  at  least  3,200  drifting  with  the 
tide  observed  from  launch  with  spotlight  on  Dec.  31st  (pjg).  Dartford 
Marsh,  annual  peak  count  of  c.  20,000  in  February  (drg). 

S  Barn  Elms,  one  found  dead  on  Jan.  22nd  had  been  ringed  at  Lake  Engure, 
Latvia,  USSR,  on  June  28th,  1969  (mjs). 

211  Kittiwake 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  19th  and  21st  (ck,rg). 

M  Staines  Res.,  two  on  Mar.  3rd  (adf). 

K  Northfleet,  two  adults,  one  dead,  on  Jan.  29th  (lfw).  Swanscombe,  five 
immatures  on  Sept.  1st  (lfw).  Sevenoaks,  one  immature  found  dead  on 
Aug.  9th  (jGH,Jc). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  an  exceptional  flock  of  23  adults  on  May  28th,  and  an 
immature  on  Sept.  19th  (mdk). 

212  Black  Tern 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  May  6th  (jf).  Chigwell  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  9th 
(kn).  Lea  Valley  Res.,  one  or  two  during  July  and  August  (jf).  Waltham¬ 
stow  Res.,  six  on  Sept.  7th  (jts). 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  14th  (gw).  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  max.  three 
between  Aug.  30th  and  Sept.  19th  (lkw).  Royal  Oak  G.P.,  two  on  July 
18th  (dkc).  Rye  Meads,  one  on  Aug.  17th  (rmrg).  Stockers  Lake,  one 
on  July  18th  (dkc). 

M  Staines  Res.,  singles  on  May  7th  (cwvv)  and  June  5th  (gde)  ;  autumn  passage 
from  July  24th  to  Sept.  5th  (gde, adf, mdk, avm),  maxima  on  July  24th  (4) 
and  Aug.  13th  (4+).  Brent  Res.,  singles  on  Aug.  13th  and  16th,  and  Sept. 
2nd  (mdk,ehw).  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  two  on  July  21st  (igj)  and  two  on 
Sept.  9th  (dkc).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  four  on  July  22nd  (gcg). 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  on  May  6th  (vag).  Sevenoaks,  one  on  June  10th  (jgh, 
jc).  TTiames  at  Swanscombe,  one  on  May  18th  (lfw).  Thames  at  Rain- 
ham,  two  flying  upriver  on  Aug.  12th  (kn).  Thames  at  Thurrock  power 
station  outfall,  Aug.  12th-28th,  maxima  eight  on  13th  and  six  on  20th; 
singles  on  Sept.  15th  &  16th  (kn,brw).  Park  Langley  (Beckenham),  one 
alighted  on  golf-course  after  storm  on  July  25th  (cc). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  nine  on  May  20th  after  heavy  shower  (rg),  and  three  on 
Aug.  13th  (mdk). 

217  Common  Tern 

Breeding  records  are  given,  but  passage  is  summarised  under  Common/ 
Arctic  Tern. 

E  One  pair  regular  at  a  possible  breeding  locality. 

H  At  least  six  pairs  bred  successfully  at  four  sites. 

M  At  least  two  pairs  bred  successfully  at  one  site. 

217/8  Common/Arctic  Tern 

Passage  records  of  Common  Terns  and  all  records  of  unspecifically 
identified  ‘Commie’  Terns  are  summarised  here  from  nearly  750  records. 
Distribution  by  months  broadly  shows  the  pattern  of  records : 

Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct 
8.7%  4.3%  2.6%  4.2%  30.8%  49.3%  0.1% 

If  the  total  records  are  analysed  (including  those  for  Arctic  Tern  which  are 
listed  separately),  the  following  patterns  of  specific  separation  emerges: 
49%  Common  Tern;  1  %  Arctic  Tern;  50%  unspecifically  identified. 
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Spring  passage  was  recorded  at  19  localities  from  Apr.  16th  to  late  June. 
Highest  count  was  c.  50  at  King  George  V  Res.  on  Apr.  27th  (jf). 
Autumn  passage  was  recorded  at  34  localities  from  early  July  to  Oct.  21st. 
Numbers  at  the  reservoirs  were  relatively  moderate  (highest  count  c.  12  at 
Barn  Elms  on  Aug.  26th),  but  records  for  the  lower  Thames  Reaches 
showed  considerable  increases  on  previous  autumns,  particularly  at 
Thurrock  power  station  outfall  where  figures  were  consistently  high 
between  Aug.  19th  and  Sept.  16th:  c.  35  on  Aug.  20th,  c.  100  on  Sept.  2nd 
c.  130  on  Sept.  5th,  c.  55  on  Sept.  9th  and  c.  70  on  Sept.  16th  (kn,kb,rbw). 
Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  singles  on  July  12th  and  Sept.  13th, 
(dab). 

218  Arctic  Tern 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  May  1st  (jpw). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  21st  (rg)  and  two  on  Apr.  28th  (lkw). 

M  Poyle  G.P.,  one  on  July  18th  (adf).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  19th  (gde), 
two  on  Aug.  29th  (adf)  and  one  on  Oct.  21st  (alp). 

K  Thames  at  Thurrock,  two  on  Sept.  5th  (kb).  Sevenoaks,  one  on  July  22nd 

(jGH,JC). 

219  Roseate  Tern 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  July  7th  (jgh,jc). 

222  Little  Tern 

E  Hainault  Forest  lake,  two  on  Aug.  27th  (acp). 

M  Staines  Res.,  two  on  May  7th  (cww,jq). 

K  Thames  at  Thurrock,  four  on  Aug.  27th  (kn).  Swanscombe,  one  on  Sept. 
1st  (lfw).  Sevenoaks,  two  on  Sept.  28th  (jgh,jc). 

223  Sandwich  Tern 

M  Staines  Res.,  three  on  Aug.  14th,  five  on  Aug.  18th,  one  on  Aug.  24th 
(gde,  adf). 

K  Chislehurst,  one  calling  at  night  on  Aug.  30th  (khp).  Sevenoaks,  singles 
on  Apr.  27th,  Aug.  10th  and  Sept.  19th,  11  on  Aug.  28th  and  three  on 
Sept.  29th  (jgh,jc).  Thames  at  Rainham,  one  on  July  30th  (kn,brw). 

S  Berrylands  S.F.,  one  W  at  dusk  on  Aug.  3rd  (res).  Chessington,  one  SW 
at  dusk  on  July  8th  (sg).  Walton-on-Thames,  one  SW  calling  at  night  on 
Aug.  13th  (co). 

224  Razorbill 

K  Swanscombe,  one  on  Sept.  1st  (lfw). 

224/7  Razorbill/Guiilemot  . 

K  Swanscombe,  one  on  Nov.  5th  (khp). 

227  Guillemot 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  an  oiled  bird  on  the  Serpentine  on  Jan.  3rd 
was  taken  to  St.  James’s  Park  for  treatment  and  later  released  (am). 

K  Hartford  Marsh,  an  apparently  fit  bird  was  found  in  a  field  on  Oct.  15th. 
It  was  ringed  and  taken  to  Sheilness,  Isle  of  Sheppey,  but  subsequently  it 
returned  upriver  and  was  recovered  in  a  weak  condition  a  few  days  later  at 
Greenwich  (drg).  Thames  at  Thurrock,  one  on  Sept.  9th  appeared  fit 
(kn). 

232  Stock  Dove 

Breeding  season  records  show  a  similar  distribution  to  previous  years. 
A  few  strongholds  exist,  e.g.  Epping  Forest,  but  generally  numbers  are 
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sparse,  yet  fairly  widely  spread.  Some  local  increases  were  reported,  e.g. 
Bookham  Common,  the  first  oakwood  territory  there  since  1950  (gb), 
whilst  breeding  success  in  some  other  areas  may  be  affected  by  close-season 
shooting.  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  probably 
three  pairs  present  but  no  evidence  of  breeding,  territories  disturbed  by 
tree-felling. 

No  large  winter  flocks  were  reported,  the  highest  counts  being  50+  at  Old 
Parkbury  on  July  16th  (pm),  c.  45  at  Harlington  on  Feb.  7th  (alp),  c.  40  at 
Ruxley  G.P.  on  Dec.  24th  (sjg)  and  36  at  Chigwell  on  Feb.  5th  (kn). 

234  Wood  Pigeon 

No  large  movements  were  recorded  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  possibly 
due  to  the  general  mildness  of  the  weather.  The  largest  flocks  reported 
were  c.  2,000  feeding  regularly  at  Rainham  {per  rph)  and  3,000+  roosting 
on  Wanstead  Golf  Course  (acp). 

Immigration  and  movements  in  November  (presumably  from  the  Conti¬ 
nent)  were  recorded  at  a  number  of  localities,  but  the  size  of  individual 
flocks  was  relatively  small.  Largest  counts  were  c.  850  S  over  Hyde  Park 
on  Nov.  14th  (dab)  and  a  northerly  movement  of  c.  700  over  Gravesend 
on  Nov.  15th  (lfw). 

235  Turtle  Dove 

First  recorded  from  Apr.  17th  (rhk),  but  main  arrival  took  place  from 
second  week  of  May  with  late  birds  still  arriving  in  early  June.  Breeding 
season  distribution  appears  to  vary  considerably,  but  may  echo  the  pattern 
of  land  use,  a  conclusion  which  may  be  confirmed  by  the  publication  of  the 
London  4km2  Atlas.  Records  in  rural  Essex  suggest  the  species  is  fairly 
plentiful  (rhk, acp),  whereas  distribution  in  S.  Herts,  is  described  as  very 
thin  (ehw).  There  is  a  more  hopeful  picture  from  records  in  Kent  and 
Surrey,  whilst  reports  from  Middlesex  suggest  the  species  is  virtually  absent. 
The  number  of  breeding  territories  at  Bookham  Common  (Surrey)  is  given 
below  (gb),  and  these  show  a  gradual  increase  in  recent  years : 

’64  ’65  ’66  ’67  ’ 68  ’69  ’ 70  ’71  ’72 

Scrub/gras'sland  (96  acres)  5435  3  7  4  8  12 

Oakwood  (40  acres)  2211  1  1  45  1 

Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  passage  records  on 
eleven  dates  in  May  and  June,  and  a  maximum  of  eight  on  Sept.  14th,  show 
an  increase  in  records  on  previous  years  (dab). 

Collared  Dove 

Records  show  no  major  extension  of  range  beyond  that  already  fully 
summarised  for  1971  (see  LBR:  36).  In  newly-colonised  areas  (particularly 
those  in  Herts.)  numbers  continue  to  increase,  but  at  localities  wThere  the 
species  is  already  well-established,  evidence  suggests  that  the  density  of 
some  individual  colonies  has  reached  stability.  At  Sanderstead  (Surrey), 
for  example,  lwc  reports  that  despite  successful  breeding,  numbers  in 
winter  remain  constant  at  c.  50;  and  likewise  at  Rickman  Hill,  Coulsdon  ' 
nl  states  that  the  resident  colony,  although  breeding,  is  stable  at  c.  23. 
Presumably  competitive  factors  within  each  colony  regulate  not  only 
dispersal  after  breeding  but  also  the  size  of  the  colony  prior  to  breeding. 
There  is  still  no  evidence  of  extension  into  urban  or  central  London, 
although  the  species  is  regular  in  the  larger  gardens  of  many  outer  suburbs, 
e.g.  Surbiton,  and  penetrates  to  the  centres  of  outlying  towns.  In  winter 
the  largest  flock  reported  was  c.  200  at  Dartford  Marsh  in  November  (drg). 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1972 


35 


237  Cuckoo 

The  first  records  were  at  Banstead  on  Apr.  9th  (wd)  and  at  Bookham 
Common  on  Apr.  10th  (adf),  but  the  main  arrival  did  not  take  place  until 
late  April. 

In  the  breeding  season,  decreases  were  noted  at  Epping  Forest  (mkd), 
Walton  &  Headley  Heaths  (‘50%  less’ — ckd,pod)  and  at  Surbiton  (jt).  In 
South  Herts,  ‘rather  scarce’  (ehw),  whereas  in  the  Ruislip  area  ‘exceptionally 
numerous’  (igj).  Nevertheless  in  many  areas  no  significant  change  in 
status  occurred. 

Inner  London:  recorded  on  passage  at  Surrey  Docks  (rwg)  and  in  Hyde 
Park  (gg,dab),  but  one  was  also  seen  on  June  22nd  in  Kensington  Gardens 
(dab). 

In  Richmond  Park  an  hepatic  female  was  noted  on  May  20th  (adf). 

241  Barn  Owl 

All  records  are  given. 

E  Abridge,  a  pair  in  May,  not  seen  subsequently  (acp).  Barking,  one  present 
in  breeding  season  ( per  rph).  Chigwell,  one  pair  reared  three  young  (acp); 
one  on  June  29th  at  the  reservoir  (kn)  ;  another  roosted  in  an  occupied  Little 
Owl’s  nest,  killing  two  young  and  eating  one  (acp).  Noak  Hill,  an  adult 
feeding  juvenile  with  rats  in  September,  nest  site  nearby  (acp).  Rainham 
Marsh,  one  pair  bred  in  factory  area  (kn).  Romford,  one  pair  reared  two 
young,  and  an  adult  remained  all  year  at  nest  site  destroyed  in  1971  (acp). 
H  Chorleywood,  a  pair  in  April  (dkc).  Outside  breeding  season,  singles  seen 
Maple  Cross  S.F.  (dkc)  and  Rye  Meads  (rmrg);  and  in  August,  singles  at 
Cuffley  (jj)  and  Moor  Park  (fp). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  and  Spout  Wood,  singles  on  Mar.  26th,  Aug.  2nd  and 
Sept.  24th  (alp,md,cww). 

K  Bexley,  one  on  Nov.  28th  (khp).  Dartford  Marsh,  infrequently  seen 
throughout  year  (drg).  Park  Langley,  max.  two  Jan. -Feb.,  then  singles  on 
four  dates  between  Mar.  24th  and  May  13th  (cc,mtf).  Plumstead  Marsh, 
singles  on  Apr.  30th  and  Sept.  1st,  but  two  on  June  15th  and  28th  (jfw). 
Sevenoaks,  one  on  May  7th  (jgh,jc). 

S  Bookham  Common,  analysed  pellets  on  May  7th  contained  skulls  of  five 
voles,  one  Wood  Mouse,  one  Song  Thrush,  two  thrush  spp.  (gb).  Esher 
Common,  one  hunting  on  June  28th  (pn).  Richmond  Park,  a  pair  bred 
rearing  two  young  (bam,wri,rdh).  Stoke  d’Abernon,  one  hunting  on 
June  13th  (agc).  Outside  breeding  season,  singles  at  Beddington  (brs) 
and  Purley  (ewj^). 

246  Little  Owl 

No  change  in  status  was  reported,  yet  a  possible  decrease  is  suggested  by 
the  small  number  of  breeding  records  received.  Only  nine  pairs  were 
reported  successfully  -breeding,  but  the  species  was  nevertheless  recorded 
in  another  thirteen  localities  during  the  breeding  season.  A  third  of  all 
records  occurred  in  autumn  or  winter,  often  away  from  breeding  localities, 
suggesting  by  comparison  that  breeding  distribution  may  be  healthier  than 
records  indicate. 

S  Inner  London:  Limerston  Street,  SW10,  one  found  dead  on  Dec.  19th, 
apparently  mauled  by  cat  (ns). 

247  Tawny  Owl 

The  records  for  Inner  London  are  given.  Also  a  pellet  analysis.  Blooms¬ 
bury,  one  frequently  heard  at  night  (ew  et  al.);  Holland  Park,  singles  at 
beginning  of  year,  but  no  evidence  of  breeding  (epb);  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens,  three  roosting  in  March  and  April,  and  a  pair  bred. 
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rearing  at  least  one  owlet  (dab,rts,jpw);  Ladbrooke  Square,  two  roosting 
on  Feb.  28th  and  Apr.  10th,  and  one  heard  May  20th  (epb);  Peckham,  a 
semi-albino  roosting  on  Feb.  29th  and  Mar.  3rd  (rwg);  Regents  Park,  one 
calling  on  July  19th  disturbed  a  performance  of  the  Open  Air  Theatre, 
another  was  mobbed  by  passerines  on  Nov.  8th  (set);  Stanley  Crescent 
Garden,  heard  at  night  Jan.-Mar.  and  on  five  dates  from  Apr.  18th  to 
Sept.  25th  (epb). 

Pellets  analysed  from  two  roosting  June-November  in  an  Esher  (Surrey) 
garden  contained  remains  of  32  frogs,  3  fish,  22  voles,  20  birds  (mainly 
sparrows),  13  rats  and  mice,  2  shrews  and  some  beetles,  etc.  (gb). 

248  Long-eared  Owl 

S  Streatham,  an  adult  found  dead  in  Gleneldon  Road  on  Sept.  21st  (acp). 

249  Short-eared  Owl 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  between  Feb.  12th  and  Mar.  25th  (kn)  and  on 
Nov.  19th  ( per  rph)  and  Dec.  30th  (kn). 

H  Totteridge,  one  on  Nov.  22nd  (ehw). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  22nd  (md,arjp). 

252  Nightjar 

H  Broxboume  Woods,  a  pair  between  June  21st  and  26th  (mah,mjb) 

S  Banstead  &  Walton  Heaths,  none  heard  or  seen  (ckd,pod)  but  one  on  Wal¬ 
ton  Heath  on  June  13th  (wad).  Esher  Common,  a  pair  in  June  (pjo,crc, 
wri).  Headley  Heath,  at  least  two  pairs  May  28th-Aug.  14th  (jt,ckd,pod). 
Limpsfield  Chart,  one  calling  in  flight  on  Apr.  24th  (kag),  two  pairs  on 
June  2nd  (bjt),  and  up  to  eight  calling  and  churring  in  July  (kag,ajh,igm). 
Oxshott  Prince’s  Coverts,  four  heard  and  seen  Aug.  lst-8th  (jcs). 

255  Swift 

The  first  reported  were  three  at  North  Cheam  (Surrey)  on  Apr.  27th  (adf), 
but  from  29th  and  30th  small  numbers  were  seen  at  many  localities,  and  on 
May  1st  c.  200  were  at  W'althamstow  Res.  (jpw).  Nevertheless  it  was  not 
until  May  7th  or  later  that  the  species  became  more  generally  numerous. 

Largest  feeding  flocks  at  the  end  of  May  were  c.  700  at  Hilfield  Park  Res. 
on  28th  (bls),  c.  500  at  Hampton  Res.  on  29th  (cww)  and  c.  400  at  Bed- 
dington  on  28th  (kco). 

Mid-summer  movement  of  non-breeding  birds  was  noted  at  Beddington 
on  June  25th  when  numbers  of  feeding  birds  rose  to  c.  1,000  (kco).  In 
Inner  London,  a  pair  bred  in  Westbourne  Grove,  Paddington,  and  on  July 
21st  the  parents  were  watched  calling  to  young  visible  at  entrance  to  nest 
site  (acp).  Elsewhere  in  Central  London  small  feeding  parties  were  seen 
regularly  during  the  breeding  season,  max.  c.  40  over  Hyde  Park  on  July 
10th  (dab). 

Autumn  passage  and  departure  were  first  recorded  from  end  of  July, 
with  movements  of  c.  500  over  New  Malden  (pjs)  and  c.  600  over  Worcester 
Park  (res)  on  29th.  Flocks  of  c.  1,000  at  Barn  Elms  Res  (pjs)  and  c.  300  at 
Brent  Res.  (jhw)  were  noted  on  Aug.  5th,  and  a  passage  of  100  birds  an  hour 
was  recorded  at  Burgh  Heath  (fhr)  the  same  day.  At  Park  Langley  (Kent) 
southerly  movements  of  c.  800  on  Aug.  7th  and  c.  450  on  Aug.  13th  were 
noted  (cc),  and  at  Epsom  Downs  a  SE  passage  of  c.  1,000  in  45  minutes 
on  Aug.  11th  was  recorded  (ckd,pod).  By  mid- August  only  small  numbers 
remained  locally  (prob.  c.  20%),  but  passage  continued  to  the  end  of  the 
month.  Observations  in  the  first  week  of  September  totalled  over  80  birds 
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from  eleven  localities.  Between  Sept.  9th  and  17th,  another  ten  birds  (mostly 
singles)  were  reported  from  seven  localities,  and  the  last  singles  were  seen 
at  Maple  Cross  (dkc)  and  Harold  Wood  (rbw)  on  20th.  Finally  an 
extraordinarily  late  bird  was  seen  circling  Chertsey  Church  spire  on  Nov. 
18th  (rad). 

Ringing  recovery:  A  Swift  ringed  at  Beddington  S.F.  (Surrey)  on  July 
26th,  1970,  was  found  dead  at  Kinshasa  (Congo)  on  May  15th,  1972,  a  late 
date  suggesting  over-summering  (amh  per  kco). 

258  Kingfisher 

Although  less  breeding  records  were  submitted  than  in  1971,  there  is  no 
evidence  of  an  actual  decrease  in  breeding  pairs. 

Breeding  records  at  additional  sites  to  those  listed  for  1971  (LBR: 36)  are 
given  below  together  with  Inner  London  winter  records. 

E  Marchings  Farm,  Chigwell,  a  pair  raised  three  young  at  the  second  attempt 
(acp).  Wooston  Hall  Farm,  Chigwell,  a  pair  built  nest  but  did  not  stay  (acp) 
H  Rickmansworth,  Moor  Lane,  nest  believed  destroyed  by  gravel  extractors 
(dkc).  Rye  Meads,  21  trapped  and  ringed  during  the  year  (rmrg). 

M  Salmon’s  Brook,  a  pair  bred,  rearing  three  young  (bsm).  Stanwell  Moor 
G.P.,  a  pair  bred  (md).  Inner  London :  Regents  Park,  singles  regular  between 
Nov.  11th  and  Dec.  15th  (set). 

S  Hersham,  a  pair  probably  bred  (wri).  Kew  Gardens,  a  pair  excavated  a 
nest-hole,  but  subsequently  deserted  (lb,afm). 

261  Hoopoe 

H  South  Minns,  one  on  July  15th  (bls). 

K  Ash,  one  on  May  21st  (gk). 

262  Green  Woodpecker 

Reported  from  31  localities  during  the  breeding  season,  with  at  least  32 
pairs  breeding  or  probably  breeding.  No  change  in  status  was  reported, 
but  in  Epping  Forest  the  species  was  described  as  ‘very  infrequent’  (mkd, 
ead,pjd)  and  at  Bookham  Common  there  were  only  three  territories  com¬ 
pared  with  five  in  1967  (gb).  Whilst  the  Richmond  Park  population  appears 
to  be  stable  (adf),  a  decrease  to  one  breeding  pair  was  reported  at  Kew 
Gardens  (lb). 

263  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker 

The  pattern  of  breeding  season  records  was  very  similar  to  1971,  showing 
probably  a  slight  increase.  It  is  the  only  woodpecker  seen  regularly  in  Inner 
London  in  most  months  of  the  year :  in  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gar¬ 
dens  (dab),  and  in  Holland  Park  where  drumming  was  frequently  heard  in 
March  and  April  (epb),  but  there  was  no  evidence  of  breeding. 

264  Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker 

The  number  of  localities  reporting  this  species  during  the  year  fell  from  80 
to  64.  It  is  still  rather  scarce  in  many  areas,  and  nowhere  is  it  very  num¬ 
erous  ;  however,  from  the  breeding  records  received,  there  is  no  evidence  of 
a  decrease. 

265  Wryneck 

H  One  pair  bred. 

M  Harrow,  one  on  Sept  7th  (ra). 

K  One  pair  bred.  Petts  Wood,  one  on  May  18th  (khp).  Park  Langley, 
singles  May  19th-23rd  and  on  Sept.  3rd  (cc,mtf). 
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S  Banstead,  one  on  Aug.  25th  (jcs).  Wailington,  one  on  Sept.  8th  (kdm). 
Fetcham,  Norbury  Park,  one  on  Oct.  14th  (ckd,pod). 

271  Woodlark 

H  Symondshyde,  one  singing  on  June  29th  (rcb). 

M  Dollis  Hill,  one  flying  over  on  Oct.  20th  (es). 

K  Foots  Cray,  up  to  five  Jan.  8th  to  Mar.  11th  (sjg,htg,chd);  two  on  Nov. 
18th,  Dec.  9th,  16th  and  25th  (sjg). 

272  Skylark 

During  a  brief  spell  of  hard  weather  at  the  end  of  January,  a  westerly  move¬ 
ment  was  noted  on  Jan.  30th;  375  and  290  at  Chislehurst,  Kent  (khp),  125 
at  Ruxley,  Kent  (sjg),  220  at  Chessington,  Surrey  and  490  and  90  at  New 
Malden,  Surrey.  On  the  same  day  300  were  seen  at  Thamesmead,  Kent 
(pjg).  The  autumn  passage  was  most  noticeable  in  the  first  three  weeks  of 
October.  Breeding  records  for  Inner  London  are  given  below. 

S  Surrey  Docks,  at  least  two  pairs  bred  (rwg). 

273  Shorelark 

M  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  remained  from  Dec.  22nd,  1971,  until  Apr.  1st,  1972 
(cdrh,eeg, alp) .  Another  wjas  seen  on  Dec.  3rd,  1972  (eeg). 

274  Swallow 

One  at  Walton  Res.,  Surrey,  on  Mar.  31st  was  the  first  reported  (nl).  The 
spring  passage  was  light,  the  main  influx  at  Sevenoaks,  Kent,  being  on  Apr. 
29th  and  30th  (jc,jgh).  On  the  autumn  passage  there  were  500+  at  Dart- 
ford  Marsh,  Kent,  on  Sept.  17th  (drg)  and  a  SW  movement  of  1,000  in 
hours  at  Epsom  and  Walton  Downs,  Surrey,  on  Sept.  19th  (ckd,pod). 
Most  had  left  by  mid-October,  but  one  was  seen  at  Hawkwood,  Epping 
Forest,  Essex,  on  Nov.  11th  (cf),  and  a  very  late  bird  at  Wraysbury  G.P., 
Bucks.,  on  Dec.  22nd  (adf). 

276  House  Martin 

An  early  bird  at  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  Herts.,  on  Apr.  1st  (dkc).  The  first  main 
influx  occurred  at  Sevenoaks,  Kent,  on  Apr.  29th,  the  same  day  as  for 
Swallow  (jc,jgh).  The  sdbws  reported  233  nests  in  the  Tolworth,  Surbi¬ 
ton,  Thames  Ditton,  Long  Ditton,  Kingston,  Hinchley  Wood,  Hampton 
Court  area.  The  largest  number  reported  on  the  autumn  passage  was  700+ 
at  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  Herts.,  on  Sept.  10th  (bls).  The  last  reported  were 
two  at  Mill  Hill,  Middx.,  on  Nov.  2nd.  (ehw). 

Breeding  records  for  Inner  London  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London :  Primrose  Hill,  a  further  increase  in  the  number  of  occupied 
nests  to  25  (sc).  Fulham,  four  occupied  nests  at  Harbord  St.  (pjsn). 
Victoria  Park  Road,  one  pair  bred  (apk). 

277  Sand  Martin 

The  first  record  was  of  six  at  Cheshunt  G.P.,  Herts.,  on  Mar.  7th  (rl),  and 
there  were  reports  from  three  other  localities  in  March.  No  large  numbers 
were  reported  on  either  passage.  All  had  departed  by  mid-October. 

278  Golden  Oriole 

K  Swanley,  one  on  May  7th  (jw). 
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280  Carrion  Crow 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Holland  Park,  at  least  one  nest  (epb).  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  1 1 
nests  (dab,rfs,jpw).  Stepney,  one  pair  nested  successfully  at  St.  Dunstan’s 
Churchyard  (apk).  Victoria  Park,  five  pairs  reared  young  (apk). 

281  Hooded  Crow 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  11th  and  14th  (es,jhw).  Hampstead  Heath,  one  on 
Oct.  28th  (ks).  Wraysbury,  one  on  Mar.  13th  (ap). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Feb.  27th  (drg). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  12th  (rgn).  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Dec. 
15th  (brs).  Walton  Res.  and  vicinity  one  from  January  to  Mar.  12th  (co). 

282  Rook 

Reports  of  reductions  of  breeding  numbers,  and  Inner  London  records 
are  given. 

M  Wrotham  Park,  54  nests,  down  from  75  (rfs).  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park/ 
Kensington  Gardens,  about  four  aviary-reared  birds  were  released  in  Hyde 
Park.  Two  survived  to  the  end  of  the  year.  Five  flew  S  on  Dec.  30th  (dab). 
S  Square  TQ25  (Betchworth  to  Redhill,  N  to  Epsom  to  Chipstead)  substantial 
reductions  in  all  rookeries;  at  eight,  the  number  of  nests  was  85  against 
155  in  1970  (rhbf).  Addington,  56  occupied  nests,  still  decreasing  (lwc). 

283  Jackdaw 

There  were  no  Inner  London  records.  In  Essex,  acp  reported  that  it  is 
now  scarce  in  the  Hainault  area. 

284  Magpie 

Still  increasing  in  most  areas  including  the  inner  suburbs.  Inner  London 
records  are  given  below. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  a  pair  nested  successfully  in  the  Long 
Water  Sanctuary  for  the  second  successive  year  (dab).  Regents  Park,  a  pair 
held  a  territory  near  the  Zoo  (hj,st).  Holland  Park,  one  flying  over  on  Apr. 
16th  (epb). 

286  Jay 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Holland  Park,  present  throughout  the  year;  two  juveniles  seen  on  June  11th 
(epb).  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  three  territories,  but  only  one 
young  seen  (dab,rfs,jpw).  St.  James’s  Park,  one  pair  bred  (jms). 

288  Great  Tit 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Holland  Park,  bred  successfully  (epb).  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens, 
29  territories,  the  best  year  since  the  Common  Bird  Census  began  eight 
years  ago  (dab,rfs,jpw). 

289  Blue  Tit 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Holland  Park,  bred  successfully,  three  nests  found  (epb).  Hyde  Park/ 
Kensington  Gardens,  70  territories,  the  best  year  since  the  Common  Bird 
Census  began  eight  years  ago  (dab,rfs,jpw). 

S  Battersea  Park,  recently-fledged  young  on  June  2nd  (pjs«).  Kennington 
Park,  a  family  party  including  recently-fledged  young  on  June  15th  (pjs«). 
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290  Coal  Tit 

Breeding  records  for  Inner  London  are  given. 

M  Holland  Park,  probably  two  pairs,  food  being  carried  on  May  21st  (epb). 
Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  16  territories,  an  increase  of  five  over 
1971  (dab,rfs,jpw). 

291  Marsh  Tit 

Is  this  species  less  common  in  our  Area  than  the  Willow  Tit  ?  ap  states  it  is 
in  the  Black  Park  and  Rush  Green  area  of  Bucks.,  and  jdm  makes  the  same 
statement  for  Cassiobury  Park,  Herts.  But  in  the  Hainault  area,  Essex, 
there  were  six  pairs  of  Marsh  Tit  to  only  2-3  pairs  of  Willow  Tit  (mkd,acp). 
At  Bookham  Common,  Surrey,  the  Willow  Tit  is  more  numerous  than  the 
Marsh  Tit  in  the  grassland  scrub,  but  the  Marsh  Tit  is  three  times  as  abun¬ 
dant  as  the  Willow  Tit  in  the  oakwood.  Further  information  would  be 
welcome. 

M  Inner  London:  Warwick  Square,  one  at  a  nut-feeder  on  Nov.  26th  (jms). 

292  Willow  Tit 

Localities  from  which  birds  were  reported  in  the  breeding  season,  and  an 
Inner  London  record  are  given. 

E  Hainault,  Chigwell,  Debden. 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  Cassiobury  Park,  Cheshunt  G.P.,  Chorleywood, 
Coopers  Green,  Frogmore,  Maple  Cross,  Stockers  Lake. 

M  Arrandene,  Brent  Cross,  Brent  Res.,  Harefield  Moor.  Inner  London: 
Hyde  Park,  one  seen  and  heard  calling  near  The  Dell  restaurant  on  Jan. 
7th  (rfs). 

K  Bromley  Common,  Joyden’s  Wood,  Lullingstone  Park,  Petts  Wood, 
Swanscombe  Park  Wood. 

S  Banstead,  Arbrook  Common,  Bookham  Common,  Burgh  Heath,  Croydon, 
Esher  Common,  Headley  Heath,  Littleheath  Common,  Oxshott, 
Perrots  Wood,  Prince’s  Coverts,  Walton  Heath,  Wey  Manor  Farm. 

294  Long-tailed, Tit 

Four  observers  commented  on  the  further  increase  of  this  species.  Three 
pairs  bred  in  Inner  London,  details  below. 

M  Holland  Park,  one  pair  bred;  a  nest  was  built  in  April  but  deserted.  How¬ 
ever,  young  were  seen  on  May  21st  and  then  frequently  up  to  June  11th 
(epb).  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  two  pairs  bred  successfully,  and 
two  family  parties  were  seen  subsequently  (dab,rfs,jpw). 

296  Nuthatch 

Widespread  in  suitable  localities,  especially  in  Surrey.  Inner  London 
records  are  given. 

M  Holland  Park,  2-3  at  the  beginning  of  the  year;  hole-searching  on  Apr.  8th 
and  courtship-feeding  on  May  2nd,  but  no  other  evidence  suggesting  breed¬ 
ing  and  not  recorded  between  June  10th  and  July  13th.  Two  on  July  13th 
and  Nov.  1st  and  singles  on  several  dates  between  these  dates  (epb), 

298  Treecreeper 

Little  information  on  the  breeding  distribution  received.  Inner  London 
records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  one  pair  seen  displaying  on  Apr.  10th 


Plate  1.  (Top)  Great  Crested  Grebe  settling  on  nest  with  four  eggs  on  Longwater, 
Kensington  Gardens,  1972.  This  pair,  with  another  in  Regents  Park,  constituted  first 
breeding  records  for  Inner  London  Photograph  by  John  Widgery 

(Bottom)  A  general  view  of  the  Sevenoaks  Gravel  Pit  Reserve,  showing  the  extensive 
planting  and  creation  of  suitable  habitats  for  wildfowl  and  waders.  See  pages  52-55. 
Photograph  by  Pamela  Harrison. 
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Plate  4.  Identical  views  at  the  Sevenoaks  Gravel  Pit  Reserve,  showing  the  creation 
of  suitable  islands  for  breeding  wildfowl,  {top)  before  planting  and  ( bottom )  after 
planting.  Photographs  by  Pamela  Harrison. 
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almost  certainly  bred  in  Kensington  Gardens.  Up  to  three  seen  on  several 
dates  in  September,  otherwise  one  or  two  seen  in  every  month  (dab,rfs, 
jpw). 

299  Wren 

Inner  London  breeding  season  records  are  given. 

M  Buckingham  Palace,  feeding  young  on  June  6th  (sc).  Cripplegate,  a  pair 
resident  all  summer  at  St.  Giles  Church  (cr).  Holland  Park,  bred  success¬ 
fully,  probably  seven  pairs  (epb).  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred, 
14  territories  (dab,rfs,jpw). 

S  Battersea  Park,  one  pair  bred  (pjs«). 

295  Bearded  Tit 

Recorded  from  seven  localities  during  the  period  from  January  to  Mar. 
22nd,  and  at  22  localities  in  the  period  from  Oct.  8th  to  the  end  of  the 
year.  The  largest  numbers  were  at  Rainham  Marsh,  Essex,  with  maxima  of 
23  on  Feb.  20th  and  35  on  Dec.  9th  (kn),  at  Swanscombe,  Kent,  maximum 
32  in  January  (lfw,sjg,khp)  and  at  Rye  Meads,  Herts.,  where  24  were 
ringed  and  two  controlled  which  had  been  ringed  at  Minsmere,  Suffolk. 

301  Mistle  Thrush 

Inner  London  breeding  season  records  are  given. 

M  Holland  Park,  two  singing  January  to  April ;  one  or  two  from  time  to  time 
in  May  and  June  (epb).  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  five  terri¬ 
tories  (dab,rfs,jpw).  Russell  Square,  one  pair  nested  in  a  plane  tree, 
rearing  three  young  (sc). 

302  Fieldfare 

Numbers  at  any  one  locality  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  did  not  exceed  120 
with  the  exception  of  1 ,000  at  Joydens  Wood,  Kent,  in  early  January  (chd), 
and  300  at  Walton  Heath,  Surrey,  on  Feb.  13th  (ckd,pod).  A  small  move¬ 
ment  W  was  noted  on  Jan  30th  and  31st  during  a  brief  cold  spell.  Although 
the  first  arrivals  in  the  autumn  were  seen  on  Sept.  23rd,  the  main  influx  did 
not  begin  until  mid-October,  continuing  at  intervals  during  the  next  month, 
particularly  on  Oct.  21st.  There  were  300  at  Dartford  Marsh  Kent,  in 
November  (drg)  and  500  at  Foots  Cray  Meadows,  Kent,  in  December  (sjg). 

303  Song  Thrush 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Holland  Park,  bred  successfully,  probably  ten  pairs  (epb).  Hyde  Park/ 
Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  43  territories  (dab,rfs,jpw). 

S  Kennington  Park,  one  pair  bred  (pjs«). 

304  Redwing 

The  largest  number  reported  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  500  at  Foots 
Cray  Meadows,  Kent,  in  January  (sjg).  Only  four  other  reports  of  more 
than  100  at  this  time.  First  arrivals  in  the  autumn  on  Sept.  25th.  By  Oct. 
7th  passage  migrants  were  much  in  evidence  and  there  was  a  substantial 
movement  from  Oct.  12th  to  15th.  Another  considerable  passage  was 
noted  on  Oct.  21st  and  smaller  numbers  continued  well  into  November. 
250  were  at  Chessington,  Surrey,  on  Dec.  7th  (jet). 

307  Ring  Ouzel 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  a  male  on  Apr.  19th  (rg). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Sept  7th  (mdk).  Inner  London:  Tower  of  London,  one 
feeding  with  Blackbirds  in  the  moat  on  Dec.  8th,  10th  and  12th  (drw). 
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K  Downe,  a  male  on  Oct.  14th  (gfam).  Keston,  a  male  on  May  6th  (jrt). 
S  Beddington  S.F.,  a  female  on  Apr.  15th  (av)  and  a  male  on  Apr.  30th 
(kco,jq,jrt).  Belmont  Downs,  a  male  on  Sept.  14th  (wad).  Walton  Res. 
a  juvenile  male  on  Oct.  8th  (dp). 

308  Blackbird 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Finsbury  Circus,  a  nest  with  young  on  a  ventilation  outlet  in  a  basement 
window  2-3  feet  below  pavement  level  (djm).  Holland  Park,  bred  success¬ 
fully  (epb).  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  112  territories  (dab,rfs, 
jpw). 

S  County  Hall,  SE1,  a  male  carrying  food  on  May  10th  (pjs«).  Kennington 
Park,  on  May  11th,  food  being  carried  (pjs/z). 

311  Wheatear 

Spring  passage  from  Mar.  18th  to  June  6th,  but  no  more  than  seven  being 
seen  at  any  locality.  Autumn  passage  from  Aug.  11th  to  Nov.  5th,  the 
maximum  being  11  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  on  Aug.  18th  (adf). 

317  Stonechat 

Widespread  outside  of  the  breeding  season,  maximum  16  at  Dartford 
Marsh,  Kent,  in  October  (drg).  Breeding  and  Inner  London  records  are 
given  below.  Pairs  were  also  seen  in  the  breeding  season  at  Thamesmead, 
Kent,  and  at  Epsom  Common  in  Surrey. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (kn). 

S  ‘Belmont/Banstead  Downs,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (wad).  Mitcham 
Common,  one  pair  bred;  two  broods  but  only  one  successful  (kco).  Inner 
London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  or  two  on  five  dates  from  Oct.  12th  to  Dec. 
8  th  (rwg). 

318  Whinchat 

More  frequent  on  passage  than  in  1971,  but  breeding  only  Reported  at  five 
localities.  Details  of  breeding  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  pair  bred  successfully,  one,  possibly  two,  other  pairs 
present  (kn).  Rainham,  one  pair  bred  successfully  at  Berwick  Pond;  Ripple 
Level,  a  female  with  food  on  June  12th;  East  Ham/Barking  Level,  a  female 
with  food  on  June  6th  (rwb). 

K  Plumstead,  two  adults  and  four  recently-fledged  young  on  July  16th  (jfw). 
S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  May  5th  and  9th,  two  on  May  21st;  one 
on  Sept.  6th  and  21st  (rwg). 

320  Redstart 

Breeding  season  distribution  is  given. 

E  Brentwood,  a  male  singing  at  Barrack  Wood  on  May  30th  (mkd).  Epping 
Forest,  14  singing  males  (mkd,jf).  Thorndon  Park,  at  least  three  pairs 
bred  (jts). 

H  Northaw  Great  Wood,  one  pair  bred  and  another  present  (ehw,lkw). 

M  Harefield  Moor,  a  pair  feeding  young  in  May  (dkc). 

S  Limpsfield  Chart,  three  pairs,  one  nest  found  (ajh,bjt).  Richmond  Park, 
two  pairs  bred  (adf, bam). 

321  Black  Redstart 

A  resurgence  of  breeding  records  after  a  poor  year  in  1971.  Probably  at 
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least  1 3  pairs  bred.  Details  of  these  and  of  other  pairs  and  singing  males  in 
the  breeding  season  are  given. 

E  Romford  Brewery,  a  pair  from  May  15th  at  a  new  site;  breeding  success 
not  known  (acp).  Bromley-by-Bow  Gasworks,  one  pair  bred  (ebwps). 
Stratford,  one  singing  on  June  1 6th  (kb). 

M  Fulham,  a  pair  reared  five  young  at  Townmead  Ro'ad,  adjacent  to  the  gas 
works  (jhw).  Park  Royal  Industrial  Estate,  a  male  singing  on  several  dates 
in  May  and  June  (jhw).  Tottenham  Gas  Works,  one  pair  bred,  at  least  one 
young  (bsivls).  Inner  London:  Caledonian  Road,  N7,  one  pair  reared  three 
young  in  a  derelict  railway  yard  (jg).  Cannon  Street  Station,  an  adult 
feeding  young  in  girders  of  bridge  at  the  river  end  of  platform  5  on  July 
20th  (jw);  possibly  from  the  pair  which  nested  in  Park  Street — see  under 
Surrey.  Cripplegate,  a  pair  seen  at  St.  Giles  Church  in  June  but  not  sub¬ 
sequently  (cr). 

K  Northfleet,  two  pairs  bred,  raising  at  least  four  young  (lfw). 

S  Croydon:  one  pair  bred  successfully  at  the  power  station;  a  female  feeding 
young  at  Stewarts  Plastics  on  July  16th  and  23rd;  a  male  singing  at  Church 
Street  from  May  31st  to  June  23rd  (kco).  Inner  London:  a  pair  reared  one 
young  at  Park  Street,  S.  of  the  Thames  between  Southwark  Bridge  and 
Cannon  Street  Station  Bridge  (cmf).  Surrey  Docks,  bred  successfully,  at 
least  four  nests  (rwg). 

322  Nightingale 

E  Epping  Forest,  two  singing  in  Fairmead  Bottom  area  on  May  20th  and  23rd 
(pab,ead,pjd).  Hainault,  at  least  three  singing  from  May  2nd  to  June  10th 
(mkd,kajg). 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  at  least  two  singing  males  in  May;  bred  (mah). 
Northaw  Great  Wood,  at  least  three  pairs  bred  (ehw). 

M  Stanmore  Common,  one  adult  and  three  juveniles  in  July  (bsmj).  Inner 
London:  Regents  Park,  a  migrant  remained  four  days  from  Sept.  26th  (set). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Apr.  30th  (drg).  Northfleet,  three  singing  May 
to  July  (rfs,lfw).  Park  Langley,  one  on  Apr.  30th  and  May  1st  (cc). 

S  Banks  Common,  one  singing  on  June  4th  (crac).  Bookham  Common, 
five  singing  males  (gb).  Littleworth  Common,  one  singing  May  6th  to  31st 
(tf,ef).  Prince’s  Coverts,  two  singing  on  May  29th,  one  seen  on  June  26th 
(wri,adf).  Weatherhill,  one  pair  May  2nd  to  June  24th  and  a  juvenile 
seen  (nl). 

325  Robin 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Holland  Park,  bred  successfully,  probably  10  pairs  (epb).  Hyde  Park / 
Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  24  territories,  an  increase  of  nine  over  1971  and 
the  best  year  since  the  Census  began  in  1965  (dab,rfs,jpw). 

327  Grasshopper  Warbler 

Apparently  less  common  than  in  1971.  Reported  in  the  breeding  season  at 
five  localities  in  Essex,  five  in  Herts.,  none  in  Middx,  and  Bucks.,  three  in 
Kent  and  18  in  Surrey.  Probably  63  singing  males  compared  with  90  in  1971. 

333  Reed  Warbler 

Inner  London  records  only  are  given,  but  see  comments  under  Sedge 
Warbler. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  several  dates  from  May  10th  to 
June  28th  near  the  Long  Water  (dab,rfs). 
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334  Marsh  Warbler 

K  Sevenoaks,  10  singing  males  present  during  the  summer  months,  3  trapped 
and  ringed  in  September  (jc,jgh). 

337  Sedge  Warbler 

Probably  commoner  than  the  Reed  Warbler  in  our  Area,  but  insufficient 
information  available  to  assess  its  status.  At  Stockers  Lake  and  Spring- 
well  G.P.  in  Herts.  17  pairs  of  Sedge  Warblers  bred  compared  with  nine 
pairs  of  Reed  Warblers  (dkc).  At  Rye  Meads  in  Herts.,  27  nest  record 
cards  were  completed  for  Sedge  Warbler  and  20  for  Reed  Warbler  (rmrg). 
At  Thamesmead  in  Kent  the  Sedge  Warbler  was  commoner  than  the  Reed 
Warbler  during  the  breeding  season  (kwm,djp,jfw). 

338  Aquatic  Warbler 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Aug.  20th  (kn  et  al ).  Subject  to  acceptance  by 
British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

343  Blackcap 

Records  outside  the  normal  period  of  residence  and  Inner  London  breeding 
season  records  are  given.  A  census  at  Putney  Heath/Wimbledon  Common, 
Surrey,  from  May  7th  to  June  22nd  by  rg,  identified  14  territories. 

E  Rainham,  a  male  on  Nov.  26th  (brw). 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  three  singing  on  May  13th  and  17th;  a  pair 
from  May  21st  to  June  11th  (epb).  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred, 
eight  territories,  six  pairs  known  to  have  bred  successfully  (dab,rfs,jpw). 
.Regents  Park,  a  pair  in  the  West  Wing  Bird  Sanctuary  in  May  (st). 

K  Sidcup,  one  visiting  a  bird  table  in  January  (gt).  Biggin  Hill,  one  on  Dec. 
31st  (gjab). 

S  Weybridge,  a  female  trapped  and  ringed  on  Dec.  17th  (rad). 

344  Barred  Warbler 

H  Rye  Meads,  one  ringed  on  Aug.  19th  (rmrg). 

346  Garden  Warbler 

At  Hainault  in  Essex,  in  South  Herts.,  and  in  Richmond  Park,  Surrey, 
numbers  were  said  to  be  higher  than  in  1971  (mkd,ehw,rdh).  Inner 
London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Holland  Park,  one  on  May  11th  and  17th  (epb).  Kensington  Gardens,  one 
on  May  10th  (dab).  St.  James’s  Park,  one  on  May  15th  (jms).  Regents 
Park,  a  pair  bred  successfully  (set). 

347  Wliiiethroat 

The  only  locality  at  which  numbers  were  reported  to  be  back  to  normal 
was  Walton  Heath  in  Surrey  (ckd,pod). 

348  Lesser  Whitethroat 

Numbers  in  the  breeding  season  down  compared  with  1971.  Reported 
from  two  localities  in  Essex,  three  in  Herts.,  six  in  Middx.,  six  in  Kent,  and 
nine  in  Surrey.  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Holland  Park,  one  on  Aug.  19th  (epb).  Hyde  Park/Kensingtcn  Gardens, 
singles  on  three  dates  in  May,  on  Aug.  19th  and  from  Sept.  8th  to  14th 
(dab,rfs). 

352  Dartford  Warbler 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  from  Nov.  26th  to  the  end  of  the  year  (kn). 
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354  Willow  Warbler 

jf  reported  an  influx  of  over  100  at  Cheshunt  G.P.,  Herts.,  on  Apr.  9th; 
they  were  singing  from  every  piece  of  cover  available.  In  Inner  London, 
in  addition  to  the  usual  passage  migrants  two  territories  were  held  in  Hyde 
Park  and  one  in  Kensington  Gardens;  one  pair  bred  successfully  in  the 
shrubbery  by  the  framing  ground,  the  first  confirmed  breeding  since  1969 
and  only  the  second  since  1923  (dab,rfs,jpw). 

356  ChiffchafT 

Breeding  season  records  for  Inner  London  and  winter  records  for  the  rest 
of  the  Area  are  given. 

E  Chingford,  one  on  Jan.  5th  (rbn). 

H  Rye  Meads,  one  on  Dec.  10th,  23rd  and  24th  (rmrg). 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  one  territory  held,  but  breeding  not  proved 
(dab,rfs,jpw).  Regents  Park,  one  pair  bred  (set). 

K  Ruxley,  singles  on  Feb.  21st  and  23rd  and  on  Dec.  17th  (gfam,sjg).  West 
Wickham,  one  on  Nov.  12th  (cc). 

S  Chessington  Wood,  one  on  Feb.  20th  (sg).  Tadworth,  one  from  Nov.  17th 
to  the  end  of  the  year  (ckd,pod). 

357  Wood  Warbler 

Scarcer  than  in  1971.  Only  two  pairs  known  to  have  bred,  and  probably 
about  12  other  pairs  or  singing  males  in  the  breeding  season.  In  Inner 
London,  one' in  Holland  Park  on  May  2nd  (epb). 

364  GoWcrest 

Several  observers  reported  a  good  breeding  season.  A  pair  bred  at  Bishop’s 
Park,  Fulham,  Middx.,  just  outside  the  Inner  London  area  (pjsn).  In 
addition  Inner  London  breeding  season  records  are  given  below. 

M  Holland  Park,  bred  successfully,  young  seen  on  June  1st  and  a  second  family 
being  fed  on  July  13th  (epb).  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  one 
territory,  but  no  proof  of  nesting  (dab,rfs,jpw). 

365  Firecrest 

H  Hertford  Heath,  two  Dec.  1st  to  10th  (ddl).  Northaw,  two  at  Nyn  Park 
on  Dec.  29th  (jj). 

M  Great  North  London  Cemetery,  one  on  Oct.  17th  (ahg). 

K  Downe,  two  on  Oct.  14th  (gfam).  Park  Langley,  one  on  Oct.  8th  (cc). 

366  Spotted  Flycatcher 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Holland  Park,  present  from  May  24th  until  the  end  of  August;  one  carrying 
food  on  June  28th,  two  juveniles  seen  on  Aug.  5th,  and  two  newly- 
fledged  young  being  fed  on  Aug.  19th  and  20th  indicates  that  two  pairs  at 
least  bred  successfully  (epb).  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  11 
territories,  the  highest  number  for  at  least  seven  years  (dab,rfs,jpw). 

368  Pied  Flycatcher 

Only  three  spring  records,  a  male  at  Hainault  Forest,  Essex,  on  Apr.  15th 
(ebwps),  a  female  at  Hampstead  Heath,  Middx.,  on  Apr.  19th  (ks)  and 
a  male  at  Sevenoaks,  Kent,  on  May  1st  (jc, jgh).  A  light  autumn  passage 
during  the  period  Aug.  9th  to  Oct.  1st  with  most  occurring  from  Aug.  29th 
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to  Sept.  14th,  but  not  more  than  three  at  any  locality.  A  very  late  bird 
at  Hertford  Heath  on  Dec.  1st  (ddl). 

371  Dunnock 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Holland  Park,  bred  successfully,  up  to  20  recorded  July  to  October  (epb). 
Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  26  territories,  six  less  than  last  year  and 
the  lowest  for  five  years  (dab,rfs,jpw). 

374  Richard’s  Pipit 

K  Swanscombe  S.F.,  one  Apr.  15th  to  17th  (teb,lfw). 

373  Meadow  Pipit 

Breeding  season  distribution  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Aveley,  a  few  pairs  at  Moor  Park ;  Rainham  Marsh,  several  pairs  bred  (kn). 
H  Chorleywood,  breeding  after  a  gap  of  three  or  four  years  (dkc). 

M  Bushy  Park,  a  pair  feeding  young  and  two  singing  males  on  July  21st  (wri). 
Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/ Kensington  Gardens,  thirteen  observations  of 
up  to  five  in  winter  and  spring;  pronounced  autumn  passage  Sept.  20th  to 
Oct.  6th,  max.  11,  and  one  or  two  until  November  (dab,  et  al.). 

K  Broadness,  at  least  four  pairs  bred  (lfw).  Hartford  Marsh,  present  during 
the  breeding  season  (drg).  Erith  Marsh,  several  pairs  nested  successfully 
(pjsn,JFw). 

S  Banstead  Heath,  three  pairs  on  July  6th,  one  nest  found  (wri).  Epsom 
Common,  c.  25  on  June  12,  some  nests  (adf).  Ham  G.P.  two  pairs  on  June 
22nd;  Headley  Heath,  3-4  pairs  on  June  2nd  (wri).  Richmond  Park,  c.  10 
pairs  April  to  June  (adf).  Wimbledon  Common,  three  pairs  on  June  3rd 
(wri).  Inner  London :  Surrey  Docks,  a  wintering  flock  of  30  remained  to 
Mar.  10th  then  dwindled;  a  male  sang  until  as  late  as  May  16th;  first  birds 
in  the  autumn  were  a  flock  of  31  on  Sept.  21st,  thereafter  present  until  the 
end  of  the  year,  maximum  70  on  Nov.  3rd  (rwg). 

376  Tree  Pipit 

Recorded  from  fewer  localities  in  the  breeding  season  than  in  1971;  eight 
localities  in  Essex,  six  in  Herts.,  three  in  Middx.,  three  in  Kent  and  eight  in 
Surrey.  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  one  singing  in  Hyde  Park  on  Apr.  24th; 
singles  on  three  dates  in  May  and  an  unexpected  record  of  one  on  June 
23rd  (dab). 

379a  Rock  Pipit 

Regular  in  the  Thames  Marshes  January  to  March  and  from  the  end  of 
September  to  the  end  of  the  year.  Elsewhere  one  or  two  at  seven  localities 
during  the  same  period.  In  Inner  London,  one  at  the  Round  Pond  in 
Kensington  Gardens  on  Oct.  4th  (DABd). 

379b  Water  Pipit 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  up  to  three  January  to  Apr.  9th;  one  from  Nov.  26th  to 
the  end  of  the  year  (kn). 

H/M  Colne  and  Gade  valleys  from  West  Hyde  to  Cassiobury  Park,  1-2  January 
to  Mar.  19th;  singles  on  Oct.  20th  and  at  the  end  of  December  (mo). 
Chorleywood,  one  on  Dec.  26th  (dkc).  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Mar. 
31st  and  Apr.  1st  (RGr). 
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K  Northfleet,  one  Mar.  4th,  three  Mar.  18th  and  19th;  one  Dec.  7th  and  9th 
(lfw).  Sevenoaks,  singles  Feb.  9th  to  22nd  and  Mar.  15th  to  26th;  one 
Oct.  11th,  two  on  the  23rd  (jc,jgh).  Swanscombe,  one  on  Dec.  16th 
(lfw).  Thamesmead,  one  on  Jan.  23rd  (kwm,djp). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  Apr.  9th  (rg).  Beddington  S.F.,  up  to  12  January  to 
March,  the  last  one  on  Apr.  19th;  up  to  seven  Oct.  15th  to  the  end  of  the 
year  (kco,dac,wad).  Hersham  S.F.,  one  on  Jan.  30th  (dp). 

380a  Pied  Wagtail 

A  roost  at  Rye  House,  Hoddesdon,  Herts.,  had  maxima  of  451  on  Jan.  22nd 
and  703  in  December  (mjb).  Another  roost  on  the  EMI  building  at  Hayes, 
Middx.,  had  593  on  Mar.  13th  (ap).  Inner  London  breeding  records  are 
given  below. 

M  Clerkenwell,  a  pair  bred  in  a  bombed  warehouse  in  Farringdon  Rd.  (jeh). 
Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  three  territories;  no  proof  of  nesting, 
although  food  was  seen  being  carried  over  the  SW  boundary  of  Kensington 
Gardens  (dab,rfs,jpw). 

S  Surrey  Docks,  one  pair  held  territory,  but  no  proof  of  breeding  (rwg). 
380b  White  Wagtail 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Apr.  9th  and  15th  (kn). 

,  M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  May  21st  (lab).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  May  7th  (cww). 
K  Broadness,  four  on  Mar.  4th  (lfw).  North  Cray,  one  on  Mar.  6th  (gfam). 
Park  Langley,  one  on  Apr.  8th  (cc).  Sevenoaks,  one  on  Apr.  6th  and  30th 
(jc,jgh).  Swanscombe,  two  in  April  (lfw). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  9th  (rg).  Beddington  Park,  one  on  May  30th 
(adf).  Richmond  Park,  singles  on  Apr.  4th,  May  13th  and  20th  (jcb-g, 
adf).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Apr.  21st  and  May  9th  (rwg). 

381  Grey  Wagtail 

Records  of  breeding  or  of  pairs  present  in  the  breeding  season  are  given. 
Only  one  pair  N  of  the  Thames,  but  numbers  were  maintained  S  of  the 
Thames. 

H  West  Hyde  G.P.,  an  adult  and  a  fledgling  on  July  12th  (neg). 

K  Brasted,  a  pair  bred  successfully  (jc,jgh).  Bexley,  a  pair  bred  successfully 
(sjg).  Swanscombe,  a  pair  held  territory  in  April  and  May,  but  no  proof 
of  nesting  was  obtained  (lfw, sjg). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  pair,  first  brood  failed,  but  second  successful  (kco). 
Berrylands,  a  pair  reared  two  broods  at  the  River  Hogsmill  (wri)  ;  an  adult 
feeding  one  young  bird  at  the  sewage  works  on  June  21st  (pjsn),  presumably 
from  one  of  the  broods  reported  by  wri.  Buckland,  one  pair  bred  success¬ 
fully  (rhbf).  Cobham,  one  pair;  nests  found  on  Apr.  22nd  and  May  31st 
(wri).  East  Molesey,  a  pair  feeding  young  on  May  24th  (wri).  Hersham, 
a  pair  at  the  nest  on  Apr.  13th  (wri).  Kingston  Bridge,  a  pair  in  the  area 
for  three  to  four  weeks  from  Apr.  25th  (wri).  Littleworth  Common,  a  pair 
feeding  young  (tf,ef).  Leatherhead,  a  pair  feeding  young  on  July  15th 
(sg).  Wimbledon,  one  pair  bred  successfully  at  Durnsford  Rd.  S.F.  (rk). 

382  Yellow  Wagtail 

Bred  as  usual  in  the  Colne  and  Lea  valleys  and  on  the  Thames  Marshes. 
Other  breeding  season  records  and  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 
E  Chigwell  Res.,  one  pair;  Debden,  one  pair  (kn).  Fairlop  G.Ps.,  six  pairs, 
declining  as  rubbish  replaces  gravel  (acp).  Harlow,  one  pair  bred  (ebwps). 
Warley,  definitely  breeding  (rhk). 
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M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  two  on  May  3rd  and  one 
on  May  8th;  seven  observations  July  to  September  with  maximum  of  three 
birds  (dab). 

K  Ruxley,  one  pair  bred  (fjh,sjg). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  ten  males,  but  females  scarce;  a  few  juveniles  seen  in 
July,  suggesting  that  ail  first  broods  failed  (kco).  Weylands  S.F.,  present 
in  breeding  season  (crac).  Inner  London :  Surrey  Docks,  bred  successfully, 
probably  six  pairs  (rwg). 

Blue-headed  Wagtails  were  recorded  at  Surrey  Docks  (one  on  May  3rd) 
and  Beddington  (a  male  from  May  7th  to  June  18th,  the  same  individual 
that  bred  in  1970  and  1971,  paired  to  female  Yellow  Wagtail);  and  a  female 
on  May  7th  only. 

383  Waxwing 

E  Brentwood,  one  on  Mar.  29th  (hm  per  rbw).  Thorndon  Park,  four  on 
Feb.  29th  (pvu). 

M  Whetstone,  two  present  for  a  w7eek  from  Mar.  26th  (rfs). 

384  Great  Grey  Shrike 

H  Maple  Cross,  one  on  Mar.  5th  (dkc).  Moor  Park,  one  at  the  Merchant 
Taylor’s  School  on  Oct.  26th  (tgb). 

M  Thorney  Weir,  one  on  Jan.  3rd  (md,ap). 

K  Biggin  Hill,  one  on  Jan.  21st  (gjab).  Dartford  Marsh,  one  Feb.  27th  and 
Mar.  5th  to  12th  (drg).  Petts  Wood,  one  on  Feb.  13th  (jl).  Sevenoaks, 
one  on  Jan.  30th,  Feb.  6th  and  28th,  and  Mar.  3rd,  4th  and  7th  (jc,jgh). 
S  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  one  on  Oct.  15th  (js,ms).  Walton  Heath,  one  on  Mar. 
19th,  daily  from  Mar.  23rd  to  Apr.  8th  and  on  Apr.  23rd  (wjd,ckd,pod, 
wad).;  one  on  Dec.  31st  (wjd). 

388  Red-backed  Shrike 

One  pair  bred.  The  only  other  record  w;as  of  a  pair  at  Moor  Park  on  May 
1st  (fp).  ' 

389  Starling 

The  main  autumn  passage  w;as  from  Oct.  28th  to  Nov.  24th,  the  largest 
numbers  being  reported  on  Oct.  28th,  3,000  W  in  24  hours  at  Thames 
Ditton,  Surrey  (mw)  and  on  Nov.  9th,  2,800  W  in  one  hour  at  Surbiton 
cemetery,  Surrey  (res)  and  3,000  W  at  Hyde  Park  (dab  et  all).  There  w?ere 
'38,000  at  a  roost  at  Staines  Moor  G.P.,  Middx.,  in  mid-December  (ap). 
Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given  below7. 

M  Holland  Park,  bred  successfully  but  not  in  large  numbers  (epb).  Hyde 
Park/Kensington  Gardens,  17  nests  found,  few'er  than  usual  (dab  et  al.) 
S  Battersea,  two  nests  at  the  “Prince  Albert”,  Albert  Bridge  Road  (pjs??). 
Lambeth,  one  pair  bred  in  Archbishop’s  Fark  (pjsn). 

391  Hawfinch 

All  breeding  records  were  from  Herts.,  several  pairs  at  Chorleywood  (dkc), 
two  family  parties  at  Broxbourne  Woods  (mah)  and  parents  feeding  young 
at  Hertford  Heath  (ddl).  The  only  other  reports  of  birds  in  the  breeding 
season  were  of  singles  in  May  or  June  at  Maple  Cross,  Herts.,  Joyden’s 
Wood  and  Sevenoaks  in  Kent,  and  at  Caterham  in  Surrey. 
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392  Greenfinch 

The  largest  numbers  reported  were  300  at  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  Herts.,  in 
January  and  February  (dkc)  and  300+  on  Oct.  22nd  at  Hersham  S.F., 
Surrey  (dp).  In  Inner  London,  breeding  was  confirmed  in  Hyde  Park/ 
Kensington  Gardens,  27  territories  (dab,rfs,jpw)  and  St.  James’s  Park, 
one  pair  (jms),  and  was  probable  at  Holland  Park  (epb).  South  of  the 
Thames  in  Bermondsey  there  were  30  including  singing  males  and  juveniles 
in  a  cleared  area  on  July  10th  (pjs«). 

393  Goldfinch 

The  largest  numbers  were  seen  on  the  Thames  Marshes  out  of  the  breeding 
season,  especially  in  September  with  maxima  of  250  at  Dartford  Marsh  and 
300  at  Broadness,  both  in  Kent.  There  were  unusual  numbers  in  Inner 
London,  including  100  at  Victoria  Park,  Middx.,  on  July  7th  and  100  at 
Surrey  Docks,  Surrey,  on  Sept.  28th.  At  Surrey  Docks  one  pair  summered, 
but  there  was  no  proof  of  breeding.  In  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens, 
Middx.,  young  were  being  fed  near  Victoria  Gate  in  May  and  July,  but  it 
is  not  known  whether  they  bred  inside  the  parks. 

394  Siskin 

Common  at  both  ends  of  the  year,  the  largest  numbers  being  300  at  Wal¬ 
tham  Abbey,  Essex,  January  to  March  (tjl),  and  100  at  Maple  Cross  S.F., 
Herts.,  on  Dec.  10th  (dkc).  Early  arrivals  in  the  autumn  were  three  at  West 
Hyde,  Middx.,  on  Sept.  15th  (dkc).  In  Inner  London  there  were  singles 
on  six  dates  January  to  April  and  one  to  six  in  October  and  November  in 
Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens  (dab). 

»  395  Linnet 

There  were  c.  1,000  at  a  roost  at  Rye  Meads,  Herts.,  on  Nov.  18th  (rmrg), 
and  1,500  at  Navestock,  Essex,  on  Sept.  9th  (ebwps).  Breeding  season 
records  for  Inner  London  are  given  below. 

M  Sewer  Bank,  E3,  seen  throughout  the  summer,  and  breeding  suspected 
(apk). 

S  Surrey  Docks,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (rwg). 

396  Twite 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  exceptional  numbers  for  our  Area,  feeding  on  Sea  Aster 
which  has  invaded  the  drying  mud:  11+  Jan.  16th,  20+  Feb.  12th,  nine 
Feb.  13th,  c.  50  on  Feb.  20th  and  26th,  the  last  seen  five  on  Mar.  18th  (kn). 
M  Dollis  Hill,  two  on  Oct.  13th  (es). 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  Mar.  12th  (jc,jgh).  Swanscombe,  two  on  Jan.  22nd 
(lfw). 

397  Redpoll 

Reported  in  the  breeding  season  at  five  localities  in  Essex,  six  in  Herts., 
seven  in  Middx.,  six  in  Kent  and  thirteen  in  Surrey.  Fairly  common  and 
widespread  outside  of  the  breeding  season. 

401  Bullfinch 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  bred  successfully,  two  juveniles  seen  (epb). 
Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  one  pair  raised  two  broods  (dab) 
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404  Crossbill 

One  on  Feb.  20th  was  the  only  record  until  an  irruption  reached  our  Area 
from  July  2nd.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Latton  Park,  two  on  July  2nd,  one  on  July  16th,  six  on  Dec.  10th  and  26th 
(ebwps).  Thorndon  Park,  one  on  July  15th  (rbw). 

H  Hertford  Heath,  three  on  Aug.  7th  (ddl).  Newgate  Street,  nine  flying  SW 
on  July  6th  (jj). 

B  Black  Park,  nine  on  Oct.  27th  (ap). 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  four  flying  NW  calling  on  Aug.  15th  (dab). 
K  Hosey  Common,  one  on  Feb.  20th  (cc,mtf).  Sevenoaks,  six  on  Aug.  8th, 
two  on  Nov.  15th,  one  Nov.  19th,  four  Dec.  19th,  three  on  the  20th  and  two 
on  the  25th  (jc,jgh). 

S  Banstead,  10+  on  Aug.  17th  and  five  on  Aug.  25th  at  Park  Wood  (dac), 
and  three  on  Aug.  25th,  four  on  the  27th  and  three  on  Sept.  1st  at  Nork 
(wad,kdgm).  Epsom  Common,  seven  SW  on  July  22nd,  one  W  on  July 
29th  (sg).  Esher  Common,  six  flying  over  on  July  24th  and  three  on  the 
29th  (wri).  fRichmond  Park,  two  flying  N  on  July  15th  and  two  on  Aug. 
12th  (bam,rdh).  Shirley  Hills,  one  flying  over  on  Nov.  25th  (nh).  Wey- 
bridge,  one  flying  SW  on  Oct.  3rd,  10+  feeding  in  pines  on  Nov.  2nd  and 
3rd.  (co).  Worcester  Park,  seven  flying  SW  on  Sept.  10th  (adf). 

407  Chaffinch 

A  heavy  passage  W  was  reported  by  chd  at  Bexley,  Kent,  on  Oct.  15th 
and  18th.  Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  ‘  Inner  London :  Holland  Park,  a  pair  in  the  breeding  season,  juveniles  seen 
on  Aug.  19th  (epb).  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  17  territories 
(dab,rfs,jpw). 

408  Brambling 

Frequent  at  the  beginning  of  the  year ;  surprisingly  the  largest  flock  reported 
100  on  Mar.  7th,  was  at  Bishop’s  Park,  Fulham,  Middx.,  just  outside  the 
Inner  London  area  (pjs«).  Less  common  at  the  end  of  the  year  with  maxima 
of  30  at  Staines  Moor,  Middx.,  on  Oct.  20th  (adf)  and  30  at  Chorleywood, 
Herts.,  on  Dec.  11th  (dkc).  The  only  Inner  London  records  were  one 
flying  over  Kensington  Gardens  on  Jan.  30th  and  two  or  three  in  Hyde 
Park  on  Mar.  16th  (dab). 

410  Corn  Bunting 

Reported  in  the  breeding  season  from:  Fairlop,  Hainault,  Havering  and 
Warley  in  Essex;  Maple  Cross  and  Shenleybury  in  Herts.;  Osterley  Park 
in  Middx. ;  Bromley  Common,  Dartford  Marsh,  Downe,  Joyden’s  Wood 
and  Lullingstone  in  Kent ;  Limpsfield  Chart  and  Wey  Manor  Farm  in  Surrey. 
Outside  the  breeding  season,  the  largest  number  reported  was  120  at 
Swanscombe,  Kent,  on  Dec.  13th  and  16th  (lfw). 

409  Yellowhammer 

The  largest  numbers  reported  were  80  in  two  flocks  at  Cheshunt  G.P., 
Herts.,  on  Jan.  8th  and  80  at  Walton  Hill,  Surrey,  on  Dec.  26th  (gw,wjd). 

416  Ortolan  Bunting 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  22nd  (wad). 
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421  Reed  Bunting 

At  Rye  Meads,  Herts.,  45  nest-cards  were  completed  and  161  pulli  ringed 
(rmrg).  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  singles  on  Oct.  7th,  12th  and  31st  (dab). 
S  Surrey  Docks,  resident,  a  pair  holding  territory,  but  no  proof  of  breeding; 
maximum  eight  on  Nov.  3rd  (rwg). 

423  Snow  Bunting 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Jan.  16th  (kn). 

H  Maple  Cross,  two  pairs  on  Nov.  26th  (igj). 

M  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  25th  and  30th  (adf,ap,jq). 

424  House  Sparrow 

The  largest  numbers  reported  were  at  Dartford  Marsh,  Kent,  c.  2,000  in 
February  and  c.  7,000  in  November  (drg). 

425  Tree  Sparrow 

At  Rye  Meads,  Herts.,  147  pulli  were  ringed  from  40  broods  (rmrg).  The 
maximum  for  the  year  was  600  at  Swanscombe  Marsh,  Kent,  in  February 
(lfw). 
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The  Sevenoaks  Gravel  Pit  Reserve 

Jeffery  Harrison 

Illustrated  by  Pamela  Harrison 


In  these  days  when  conservationists  are  not  surprisingly  liable  to  become  de¬ 
pressed,  it  is  encouraging  to  be  able  to  write  of  a  success  story.  The  Sevenoaks 
gravel  pit  reserve  was  established  in  1956  by  my  late  father  and  myself  on  behalf 
of  WAGBI,  the  Wildfowlers’  Association  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  by  a 
management  agreement  with  the  Kent  Sand  and  Ballast  Company.  We  wanted 
to  experiment  with  the  creation  of  habitat  to  improve  its  holding  capacity  for 
both  wintering  and  breeding  wildfowl. 

Here  was  an  ideal  opportunity,  for  we  were  able  to  start  with  “empty”  habitat, 
the  flooded  hole  in  the  ground  and  the  bare  banks  of  gravel  workings.  We  were 
thus  able  to  establish  much  of  the  desired  flora  before  the  area  became  swamped 
with  the  inevitable  willows  and  willow  herbs. 

Of  course,  in  1956,  we  had  no  idea  of  what  to  do.  We  learnt  as  we  went  along 
and  made  mistakes.  For  the  first  three  years  we  did  nothing  other  than  make 
daily  observations  to  establish  a  base  line  and  meanwhile  we  shot  as  many  duck 
as  possible  in  West  Kent  and  our  planting  programme,  which  began  in  1960,  was 
based  entirely  on  the  food  analyses  of  those  duck.  This  was  carried  out  by 
Peter  Olney,  then  the  biologist  at  the  Wildfowl  Trust  and  in  1960  the  pit  became 
a  joint  experimental  reserve  of  these  two  organisations  and  in  1966  a  Site  of 
Special  Scientific  Interest  under  the  National  Parks  Act  1949.  A  year  later,  it 
became  part  of  the  Redland  Group.  Without  the  co-operation  of  the  gravel  pit 
owners  little,  if  anything,  could  have  been  achieved  and  what  has  happened  at 
Sevenoaks  illustrates  just  how'  successful  co-operation  between  industrialists, 
conservationists  and  wildfowlers  can  prove. 

Once  the  food  analyses  were  completed,  a  small  group  of  no  more  than  15 
people  set  about  the  planting.  In  the  next  twelve  years  no  less  than  1 8,764  plants 
became  established,  including  12,710  trees,  with  alder,  silver  birch,  oak,  bramble, 
bur-reed,  sedge,  sea  club  rush,  spike  rush,  true  bulrush,  reed-grass,  curled  pond- 
weed  and  stonewort — some  of  the  main  wildfowl  food  plants. 

The  reserve  now  covers  over  100  acres  of  open  w'ater,  comprising  four  adjoin¬ 
ing  lakes,  with  small  areas  of  mature  alder,  willow  and  oak  w'oods,  scrubland, 
boggy  grazing  pastures  and  small  sandbanks.  There  are  a  small  number  of 
natural  islands  and  some  artificial  raft  islands,  based  on  float  tanks,  grids  and 
railway  sleepers. 

The  whole  area  has  been  and  still  is  being  landscaped  by  the  planting.  The 
scope  of  this  has  now  been  broadened  to  cater  for  all  birds,  not  only  for  wildfowl, 
and  to  encourage  the  development  of  a  whole  new  ecosystem  of  plants,  insects 
and  so  on.  Perhaps  one  of  the  most  exciting  aspects  of  the  reserve  is  that  it  now 
forms  an  “oasis”  surrounded  closely  on  three  sides  by  the  outskirts  of  Sevenoaks, 
including  a  factory  zone,  gas  works  and  two  railway  lines.  It  is  only  to  the  north, 
where  the  river  Darent  flows  through,  that  it  opens  out  into  agricultural  land. 
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Daily  wildfowl  counts  have  been  made  since  the  summer  of  1956  and  are 
summarised  annually  as  a.  wildfowl/day  total.  This  is  the  cumulative  total  of 
each  count  throughout  the  year  for  each  species  and  gives  a  good  indication  of 
wildfowl  usage.  In  the  first  season  May  1st  1956-April  30th  1957,  the  total  was 
only  6,253  wildfowl/days,  involving  four  species — Mallard  (6,150),  Teal  (12), 
Pochard  (1)  and  Mute  Swan  (90).  For  the  past  four  seasons  the  total  has  ranged 
between  90,000-100,000  wildfowl/days  and  30  different  species  have  been  re¬ 
corded,  including  such  unexpected  species  as  Eider  Duck,  dark-breasted  Brent, 
Pink-footed  and  forest  Bean  Geese.  Feral  Greylags  have  been  established  and 
now  regularly  attract  wintering  White-fronted  Geese. 

By  producing  islands,  spits  and  suitable  planting,  provision  has  been  made  for 
the  maximum  number  of  secluded  shore-line  territories  upon  which  depends  the 
number  of  pairs  of  wildfowl  that  can  nest.  In  1972  there  were  85  pairs  of  Mallard, 
four  pairs  of  Gadwall,  12  pairs  of  Tufted  Duck,  four  pairs  of  Greylag  Geese 
and  two  pairs  of  Canada  Geese — 107  pairs  of  wildfowl,  which  is  certainly  the 
densest  wildfowl  nesting  population  in  Kent. 

This,  in  turn,  leads  to  other  requirements:  shoreline  “loafing  spots”  and  cover 
for  moulting  adults,  which  have  been  provided  for  by  sandbanks  and  planting,  and 
secondly,  duckling  survival  habitat.  The  latter  is  difficult,  calling  for  well-shel¬ 
tered,  warm  areas  of  shallow  water  with  an  abundance  of  insect  food.  As  yet 
our  production  figures  are  no  better  than  comparative  figures  from  elsewhere 
in  Kent  and  this  is  an  achievement  which  still  eludes  us. 

Up  to  100  adult  Tufted  Duck  and  22  Pochard  were  present  in  July  and  August 
1972  and  three  adult  drake  Scaup  appeared  briefly.  Shoveler,  Teal  and  Garganey 
appear  regularly  on  mid-summer  dispersal. 

Another  project  which  has  proved  most  exciting  is  the  breeding  bird  census 
and  the  study  of  the  way  in  which  our  new  plantations  become  utilised  by  nesting 
birds  and  how  the  species  change  as  the  area  matures.  The  first  census,  which 
covers  266  acres,  was  made  in  1964,  when  the  population  must  have  still  been 
at  a  low  ebb  after  the  arctic  winter  of  1962-63 — if  only  we  had  started  two  years 
earlier!  In  1964,  there  were  292  pairs  of  40  species,  of  which  57  %  were  nesting  in 
our  new  habitat.  In  each  of  the  past  five  years  there  have  been  over  a  thousand 
pairs  of  birds  in  the  same  area,  with  a  peak  of  1300,  of  which  79%  were  in  the 
new  habitat.  Furthermore  73  different  species  have  now  nested  on  the  reserve, 
which  is  well  over  half  of  all  the  species  which  have  ever  nested  in  Kent.  No 
artificial  nesting  sites  such  as  nesting  baskets  or  boxes  are  used,  natural  cover 
(brambles,  etc.)  being  relied  on  and  the  provision  of  suitable  gravel  banks  and 
chippings  for  Little  Ringed  Plover,  and  dead  trees  for  hole-nesting  species,  etc. 

Highlights  of  the  nesting  census  must  include  a  colony  of  Marsh  Warblers  in 
willow  habitat  specially  grown  to  attract  them  and  up  to  four  pairs  of  Little 
Ringed  Plover,  while  other  successful  species  include  Wren  (8  to  62  pairs). 
Blackbird  (18  to  89  pairs),  Robin  (9  to  39  pairs),  Willow  Warbler  (4  to  39  pairs). 
Garden  Warbler  (1  to  15  pairs),  Redpoll  (0  to  16  pairs)  and  Reed  Bunting  (5  to 
31  pairs).  A  colony  of  Sand  Martins  reached  a  peak  of  772  pairs  in  1968,  but  has 
since  declined.  Whitethroats  which  crashed  nationally  in  1969,  started  with 
seven  pairs  on  the  reserve  in  1964,  reached  a  peak  of  20  in  1968,  declined  to  nine 
in  1969  and  have  since  recovered  to  15  pairs.  Three  or  four  pairs  of  Kingfishers 
are  regular,  but  only  one  pair  is  fertile. 

Without  doubt  a  big  factor  in  the  success  of  the  breeding  bird  build-up  has 
been  that  we  have  designed  our  planting  wherever  possible  to  produce  the  maxi¬ 
mum  amount  of  “edge  effect”. 
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The  narrow  edges  of  the  gravel  pit  and  the  bare  sandbanks  attract  waders,  but 
because  of  a  lack  of  food,  they  seldom  remain  for  long.  Even  so,  a  number  of 
species  have  been  observed  over  the  years,  including  such  uncommon  ones  as 
Temminck’s  Stint,  Stone  Curlew  and  a  flock  of  1 1  Avocets.  Therefore,  another 
project  on  the  Sevenoaks  reserve  is  designed  to  attract  wading  birds.  A  sterile 
sand  bank  has  been  converted  into  ideal  wader  habitat  using  gelignite  to  create 
shallow  pools  and  cow  clurry  to  convert  the  sand  into  a  mire  teeming  with  worms 
and  insects.  Excessive  plant  cover  is  controlled  by  a  flame  thrower.  Another 
area  of  coarse  grazing  land  has  been  partly  flooded  and  the  grazing  controlled  to 
produce  good  Snipe  habitat,  up  to  100  Snipe  occurring  here  on  three  acres  in 
January  1973. 

The  results  of  this  work  at  the  end  of  the  first  autumn  and  winter  show  a  1  •  6 
increase  over  the  previous  comparative  period,  with  15  compared  with  11  species 
of  wading  bird  and  a  total  of  12,224  wader/days  compared  with  7,380  in  the 
previous  period.  May  2nd,  1973,  witnessed  the  climax  of  this  work  to  date  when 
22  Siberian  Ringed  Plover,  nine  Little  Ringed  Plover,  six  Dunlin,  one  Green, 
one  Wood,  and  three  Common  Sandpipers,  two  Curlew,  a  Greenshank,  a  Red¬ 
shank  and  a  Ruff  were  present. 

As  part  of  this  study,  140  Snipe  were  caught  and  ringed  under  the  auspices  of 
the  British  Trust  for  Ornithology  during  the  winter  of  1972-73,  all  within  300 
yards  of  the  factory  zone.  Many  other  birds  are  also  ringed  under  the  B.T.O. 
organisation,  while  WAGBI  rings  used  on  the  Gadwall  which  have  been  estab¬ 
lished  on  the  reserve  have  shown  that  this  duck  is  a  partial  winter  immigrant  to 

the  French  coast  of  the  Bay  of  Biscay. 

* 

Many  of  the  plantations  initially  designed  to  provide  wildfowl  foods  are  also 
producing  food  or  shelter  for  many  passerines,  with  peak  counts  of  160  Siskins, 
200  Redpolls,  200  Goldfinches,  300  Tree  Sparrows,  250  Greenfinches,  100 
Meadow  Pipits,  etc.  Less  frequent  visitors  have  included  Waxwing,  Black  Red¬ 
start,  Great  Grey  Shrike  (in  each  of  the  last  three  winters),  Bearded  Tit,  Pied 
Flycatcher,  Blue-headed  Wagtail,  Rock  and  Water  Pipits,  Hoopoe  (three), 
Twite  (including  a  flock  of  22)  and  Raven  (two). 

Apart  from  nesting  Kestrel,  raptors  are  represented  in  most  years  by  the 
occasional  Buzzard,  Hobby  and  Sparrowhawk  and  there  have  been  seven  records 
of  Ospreys  including  three  in  one  week  in  the  autumn  of  1972,  one  of  which  was 
stooped  on  by  a  Peregrine  Falcon.  This  was  our  sixth  Peregrine  record.  One 
Merlin  and  one  Hen  Harrier  have  also  occurred. 

Other  less  common  visitors  more  closely  associated  with  water  have  included 
Great  Northern  and  Red-throated  Divers,  all  the  Grebes,  Bittern  (four  in  the 
past  three  winters)  and  Spotted  Crake  (two).  Terns  move  through  on  easterly 
passage  in  spring,  westerly  in  autumn,  normally  arriving  in  the  second  half  of 
the  day  in  spring  and  soon  after  dawn  in  autumn.  These  now  include  10  records 
of  Roseate  Terns.  Two  adult  Arctic  Skuas  were  seen  in  August  1971. 

Gulls  are  attracted  to  the  nearby  Sevenoaks  refuse  tip — an  unsightly  place, 
but  for  which  we  would  not  have  seen  our  one  Iceland  and  three  Glaucous  Gulls. 
A  hybrid  Lesser  Black-backed  x  Common  Gull  was  also  collected  and  fully 
recorded.  An  inland  gull  roost  is  becoming  established.  Cormorants  and  Shags 
are  now  regular. 

Of  course  with  such  intensive  study,  the  reserve  has  turned  up  its  share  of 
rarities — Semi-palmated  Sandpiper,  Mediterranean  Gull,  Red-footed  Falcon 
(two),  Aquatic  Warbler,  Serin  (two)  and  Purple  Heron,  while  a  Dalmatian 
Pelican  and  Lesser  Snow  Goose  were  presumably  feral. 
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The  Sevenoaks  results  have  proved  enormously  encouraging,  showing  in 
particular  how  a  very  small  number  of  people  can  achieve  really  worthwhile 
results  in  the  most  unlikely  of  surroundings.  The  reserve  is  at  present  not  open  to 
the  general  public;  the  water  is  up  to  90  feet  deep  and  the  banks  are  at  times 
exceedingly  dangerous.  There  are,  however,  plans  for  public  observation  hides 
for  the  future. 
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Little  Gulls  in  the  London  Area 

P.  J.  Oliver 

INTRODUCTION 

Even  a  cursory  glance  at  recent  issues  of  the  London  Bird  Report  will  indicate 
that  the  Little  Gull  Larus  nimutus  is  now  a  very  much  more  frequent  visitor  to 
the  London  Area  than  it  was  when  The  Birds  of  the  London  Area  since  1900  was 
written.  The  purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  examine  the  timing  and  extent  of  this 
increase  and  the  seasonal  occurrence  of  the  species  within  our  area.  Additionally, 
comparison  is  made  with  records  from  certain  other  areas. 

The  record  cards  of  the  L.N.H.S.  for  the  years  1955  to  1972  inclusive  for 
Little  Gulls  have  been  examined  and  all  records  have  been  tabulated  according 
to  locality  and  date  of  occurrence.  The  minimum  number  of  ‘bird/days’  have 
then  been  calculated  for  each  month  for  the  whole  area,  distinguishing  between 
adult,  immature  and  un-aged  birds.  It  has  not  proved  possible  to  assess  the 
number  of  individual  birds  involved. 


OCCURRENCE  IN  THE  LONDON  AREA. 

The  Birds  of  the  London  Area  since  1900  dealt  with  records  down  to  1954  and 
described  the  Little  Gull  as  a  “scarce  visitor  from  late  summer  to  early  winter; 
very  rare  on  passage  in  spring*’.  It  was  noted  that  all  the  records  (totalling  up¬ 
wards  Gf  50)  were  since  1927  and  that  nearly  half  had  occurred  in  September  and 
October,  one  third  in  the  months  of  November,  December  and  January  and  that 
three  had  occurred  in  August  and  one  in  July.  There  were  three  records  in 
early  May. 

Figures  1  and  2  plot  the  number  of  bird/days  recorded  in  each  half  year  sub¬ 
sequent  to  1954.  If  will  be  seen  that  in  the  spring  half-years  there  is  no  significant 
trend,  the  years  1960  and  1971  standing  out  as  exceptional  compared  with  all 
others.  Only  in  two  other  years  did  the  number  of  bird/days  in  the  first  half  of 
the  year  reach  double  figures. 


Fig.  1.  Number  of  Little  Gull  bird/days  in  lnhs  area, 

January  to  June. 
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By  contrast,  the  autumn  half-years,  while  showing  substantial  fluctuations, 
disclose  a  steadily-increasing  trend  which  was  particularly  marked  in  1971  when 
102  bird/days  were  recorded.  The  trend  is  even  more  apparent  if  mean  figures 
for  a  number  of  years  are  examined.  Thus  in  the  autumn  half-years  of  1955  to 
1959  the  mean  number  of  bird/days  was  22;  in  1960  to  1964,  27;  in  1965  to  1969, 
48;  and  in  1970  to  1972,  81.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  much  higher  num¬ 
bers  recorded  in  1971  and  1972  will  be  maintained,  or,  indeed,  whether  the  trend 
of  increasing  numbers  will  further  continue. 

In  autumn  1971  the  largest  numbers  on  one  day  were  12  at  Staines  Reservoir 
and  10  at  Queen  Mary  Reservoir,  but  in  no  other  year  did  flock  sizes  reach 
double  figures ;  generally  parties  have  not  exceeded  three  or  four  birds. 

Fig.  2.  Number  of  Little  Gull  bird/days  in  lnhs  area, 

July  to  December. 


Figure  3  plots  the  monthly  occurrence  of  bird/days  in  the  area  for  the  years 
1955  to  1972.  Once  again  a  marked  change  is  apparent  compared  with  the 
earlier  records  with  nearly  two-thirds  of  all  occurrences  in  the  months  of  August 
(35  per  cent.)  and  September  (30  per  cent.).  Figure  3  also  clearly  demonstrates 
the  spring  peak  in  April  and  May  and  the  marked  preponderance  at  all  seasons 
of  immature  compared  with  adult  birds.  It  should  be  noted  that  where  a  bird 
has  been  described  by  the  observer  as  ‘second  summer’  this  has  been  included 
with  ‘immature’. 

An  examination  of  the  seasonal  distribution  of  records  ignoring  the  large 
numbers  that  occurred  in  1971  and  1972  does  not  disclose  a  markedly-different 
pattern,  although  a  rather  higher  percentage  (34  %)  occurred  in  September  with 
somewhat  fewer  (28  %)  in  August. 

Table  1  shows  the  percentage  distribution  by  county  of  bird/days  and  reveals 
that  over  80  %  have  occurred  in  Middlesex  (the  majority  at  Staines,  King  George 
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Monthly  Little  Gull  bird/days  in  lnhs  area,  1955  to  1972. 
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VI  and  Queen  Mary  Reservoirs).  The  Essex  records  have  been  mostly  from  the 
Lea  Valley  reservoirs.  Those  in  Surrey  have  been  principally  at  Barn  Elms,  and 
recently  there  have  been  a  few  autumn  records  from  the  lower  Thames. 

Table  1.  Percentage  distribution  of  Little  Gull  bird/days  1955  to  1972. 
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COMPARISON  WITH  OTHER  AREAS 

The  Little  Gull  has  been  widely  reported  in  recent  years  as  occurring  in  greater 
numbers,  for  example  in  Essex,  particularly  since  1965  (Hudson  and  Pyman, 
1968),  at  Dungeness,  Kent,  since  1966  (R.  E.  Scott,  pers.  comm.)  and  further 
afield  in  Lancashire  from  1965  (Lassey  and  Greenhalgh,  1969)  and  at  Spurn, 
Yorkshire,  from  the  mid-60’s,  but  with  a  massive  increase  in  1971  (Cudworth, 
1972).  Hutchinson  (1972),  reviewing  records  for  Ireland,  also  noted  a  sharp  in¬ 
crease  in  1966  that  continued  annually  to  1970.  The  autumn  records  in  the 
London  Area  correspond  closely  with  the  pattern  revealed  by  the  foregoing 
examples  and  it  seems  likely  that  a  full  review  of  the  literature  (which  is  beyond 
the  scope  of  this  paper)  would  reveal  similar  trends  elsewhere.  The  spring 
records  in  London,  however,  remain  something  of  an  enigma. 

The  monthly  occurrence  of  Little  Gulls  in  recent  years  has  been  tabulated  by 
Hudson  and  Pyman  (1968)  in  respect  of  Essex  and  by  R.  E.  Scott  {in  lift.)  in 
respect  of  birds  feeding  at  “the  Patch”  at  Dungeness.  These  records  are  compared 
with  those  in  the  London  Area  in  Table  2  but  it  should  be  noted  that  about  13  % 
of  the  Essex  records  were  in  the  London  Area  and  there  is  therefore  a  measure  of 
duplication  in  Table  2.  Subject  to  this,  it  will  be  seen  that  a  similar  seasonal 
pattern  is  revealed  in  all  three  areas,  although  with  a  significantly  greater  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  Dungeness  records  occurring  in  September.  In  North  Kent, 
however,  it  appears  that  large  autumn  movements  occur  frequently  in  October 
and  November  (see,  for  example,  the  Kent  Bird  Reports  for  1968  and  1970),  and 
this  is  paralleled  by  the  situation  at  Cap  Gris  Nez,  NW  France,  where,  with 
one  exception  on  29th  Sept.,  1971,  all  recent  records  of  50  or  more  in  a  day  have 
occurred  in  late  October  or  early  November  {per  Cap  Griz  Nez  Observatory 
records). 


Table  2.  Percentage  of  Little  Gull  records  occurring  in  each  month. 


J 

F  M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

London  a.  — 

_  _ 

9 

10 

1 

1 

35 

30 

9 

3 

2 

Essex  b.  3 

3  — 

7 

3 

4 

5 

30 

31 

5 

5 

4 

Dungeness  c.  — 

—  — 

2 

2 

2 

8 

25 

50 

10 

1 

— 

a.  bird/days  1955-72. 

b.  all  records  to  1967. 

c.  bird/days  at  “the  Patch”,  1966-72. 
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Thus  it  appears  that  there  may  be  two  distinct  types  of  occurrence  in  autumn 
in  South-east  England.  The  first,  fully  reflected  in  the  London  Area,  occurring 
in  August  and  September  and  consisting  of  birds  that  are  temporarily  off  passage 
when  seen,  in  that  they  are  usually  noted  feeding  or  resting;  and  the  second, 
occurring  in  the  Thames  Estuary  and  the  English  Channel  but  not  recorded  in 
the  London  Area,  of  birds  actively  migrating. 

It  would  appear,  therefore,  that  actual  passage  through  the  London  Area 
must  be  largely  unseen,  the  birds  passing  either  at  a  great  height  or  at  night. 
Either  way  the  London  records  tend  to  support  Hutchinson  (1972)  who  postu¬ 
lated  on  early  autumn  overland  migration  from  the  Low  Countries  across 
Southern  England  and  Ireland.  How  these  movements  relate  to  the  pronounced 
visible  movements  that  are  to  be  seen  regularly  on  the  coast  later  in  the  autumn 
is  a  matter  for  conjecture  and  further  study. 
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The  Return  of  Birdlife 
to  the  Inner  Thames 


P.  J.  Grant ,  J.  G.  Harrison  and  K.  Noble. 

INTRODUCTION 

In  the  late  1950s  the  Port  of  London  Authority  and  the  Greater  London  Council 
commenced  an  anti-pollution  programme  on  the  Thames.  Small,  overloaded 
sewage  works  were  gradually  closed  down  and  replaced  by  larger  more  efficient 
units.  Industrial  concerns  were  required  by  new  statutory  regulations  to  channel 
pollutant  waste  through  these  new  plants.  Slowly  the  quality  of  the  water  began 
to  improve,  and  by  1963  dissolved  oxygen  was  present  throughout  the  year 
although  in  very  small  quantities  in  places.  The  target  of  the  present  programme 
is  a  minimum  oxygen  level  of  10%  by  1980. 

Thus  ended  a  period  of  gross  pollution  of  the  Thames.  The  situation  had  be¬ 
come  so  bad  that  the  water  was  often  black  in  colour,  and  the  foul  smelling  and 
destructive  gas  hydrogen  sulphide  was  produced.  In  these  conditions  air- 
breathing  eels  were  the  only  fish  that  could  survive.  Gulls  which  thrived  on 
pickings  from  what  was  more  like  an  open  sewer  than  a  river,  were  the  only  birds 
to  occur  in  large  numbers. 

As  soon  as  there  were  signs  of  improvement,  however,  fish  returned  and,  by 
the  end  of  1972,  a  total  of  66  species  had  been  taken  from  the  previously  fishless 
zones.  The  effect  on  birds  has  been  little  short  of  incredible.  In  just  ten  years 
the  inner  section  of  the  River  from  London  to  Tilbury  has  been  transformed 
from  a  virtual  avian  void  to  a  wintering  area  for  many  thousands  of  wildfowl 
and  waders.  Other  factors,  such  as  a  decrease  in  the  amount  of  heavy  shipping 
using  the  inner  Thames  (thus  less  disturbance),  and  the  general  increase  in  the 
European  population  of  some  species  of  duck  have  doubtless  contributed,  but  it 
is  clear  that  these  increases  could  not  have  taken  place  if  the  river  had  remained 
in  its  grossly  polluted  state. 

Grant  (1969)  described  the  increase  in  duck  on  the  Thames  at  Woolwich  up 
to  the  end  of  the  1969/70  winter.  Since  then  more  detailed  studies  have  been 
undertaken  including  regular  counts  in  the  whole  London  to  Tilbury  section,  and 
the  purpose  of  the  present  paper  is  to  summarise  the  increases  in  duck  and 
waders  in  particular  up  to  the  end  of  the  1972/73  winter. 

A  programme  of  research  into  the  wildfowl  food  chains  on  the  river  has  been 
initiated  in  co-operation  with  the  Wildfowlers’  Association  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  organised  by  the  Association’s  Conservation/Research  Officer,  John 
Swift,  and  under  licence  from  the  Nature  Conservancy.  Preliminary  findings 
suggest  that  tubifex  worms  are  of  prime  importance  (Grant,  Swift  and  Harrison, 
1973).  A  further  report  on  this  research  will  be  published  in  due  course. 

THE  INCREASE  IN  BIRDS 

Burton  (p.65  of  this  LBR)  describes  the  status  of  duck  and  waders  on  the  Thames 
during  six  years  from  1945-50,  when  pollution  was  at  a  high  level,  and  this  pro¬ 
vides  a  useful  comparison  with  the  present  day  situation.  The  first  signs  that  the 
Thames  was  capable  of  attracting  and  holding  a  sizeable  wildfowl  population 
came  during  the  winters  of  1961/2  and  1962/3,  but  at  the  time  this  was  naturally 
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attributed  to  the  severe  weather  of  those  winters:  up  to  70  Shelduck,  100  Pochard, 
and  500  Teal  were  at  Swanscombe,  50  Wigeon  and  100  Scaup  at  Dartford,  150 
Wigeon  at  Rainham  and  250  Teal  at  Barking.  However  the  following  winters 
were  relatively  mild,  but  they  saw  further  small  increases  and  a  gradual  upriver 
movement  of  the  flocks.  It  was  not  until  1968/69  and  1969/70  that  some  really 
dramatic  increases  took  place,  and  events  from  then  until  the  end  of  the  1972/73 
winter  are  summarised  in  Table  1.  (A  more  detailed  breakdown  of  these  records 
may  be  found  in  the  systematic  lists  of  previous  LBRs). 


Table  1.  Peak  winter  counts  of  duck  on  the  Thames, 
London-Tiibury  section. 


1968/69 

1969/70 

1970/71 

1971/72 

1972/73 

Mallard 

500 

700 

900 

1,174 

1,490 

Teal 

450 

800 

1,500 

730 

801 

Wigeon 

200 

150 

200 

54 

29 

Pintail 

130 

350 

367 

246 

388 

Tufted  Duck 

400 

800 

400 

458 

119 

Pochard 

1,500 

2,500 

2,000 

4,000 

2,152 

Shelduck 

1,000 

3,000 

1,349 

2,600 

929 

These  counts  were  either  made  from  a  boat  or  are  the  aggregate  of  simul¬ 
taneous  counts  from  several  shore  sites,  and  thus  provide  a  reliable  minimum 
estimate  of  the  total  population.  Only  Mallard  and  Pintail  have  shown  a  trend 
of  steady  increases  during  this  period  suggesting  that  the  Thames  is  their  pre¬ 
ferred  wintering  area:  the  highest  counts  for  the  other  species  occur  during  or 
immediately  after  severe  weather  which  presumably  shifts  them  from  their 
wintering  areas  elsewhere,  perhaps  in  Holland.  The  relatively  low  counts  for 
these  species  in  1972/73  were  most  likely  the  result  of  exceptionally  mild  conti¬ 
nental  weather.  Other  wildfowl  recorded  in  smaller  numbers  during  recent 
years  include  Gadwall,  Scaup,  Shoveler,  Ferruginous  Duck,  Goldeneye,  Scoter, 
Brent  Goose  and  Goosander.  Mute  Swans  have  always  been  present  on  the 
Thames,  particularly  the  upper  reaches,  but  numbers  have  been  comparatively 
high  on  the  inner  section  in  recent  years.  The  record  winter  count  is  420  on  Jan. 
28th,  1973,  the  vast  majority  of  which  were  feeding  on  spillage  from  a  grain 
wharf  near  Silvertown,  and  on  June  27th,  1973,  there  were  609  between  Bow 
Creek  and  Crossness. 


Waders,  too,  have  shown  comparable  increases  over  much  the  same  period. 
Up  to  the  late  1950s,  waders  feeding  actually  on  the  Thames  mud  were  unusual. 
In  the  early  1960s  up  to  2,500  Dunlin  (numbers  at  that  time  unprecedented  in  the 
London  area)  took  to  roosting  on  newly-created  dredging  beds  on  Swanscombe 
Marshes  in  particular  and  other  ‘mainland’  habitats  along  the  river,  flighting  to 
downriver  sites  beyond  Cliffe  to  feed.  Up  to  300  Redshank  and  235  Ringed 
Plover  were  also  seen  at  these  sites  during  the  same  period.  At  some  time  during 
the  mid-1960s  increasing  numbers  began  to  use  the  exposed  mud  foreshore  of 
the  Thames  for  feeding.  In  1968/69,  Ruff  were  recorded  wintering  on  the 
Thames  for  the  first  time,  and  in  1972/73  a  population  of  up  to  40  Curlew  win¬ 
tered  in  the  Thurrock /Purfleet  section,  and  this  may  become  a  regular  event. 
Table  2  shows  the  peak  counts  for  Dunlin,  Redshank  and  Ruff  in  recent  winters, 
and  refers  to  birds  actually  feeding  along  the  inner  Thames. 
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Table.  2  Peak  winter  counts  of  Dunlin,  Redshank  and  Ruff  on  the  Thames, 

London/Tilbury  section. 


1967/68 

1968/69 

1969/70 

1970/71 

1971/72 

1972/73 

Dunlin 

1,000 

1,800 

750 

6,000 

4,626 

7,455 

Redshank 

50 

100 

200 

958 

434 

799 

Ruff 

— 

75 

120 

130 

68 

103 

As  with  the  wildfowl  counts  these  are  minimum  estimates  based  on  shore/ boat 
counts.  In  addition,  up  to  1,500  Lapwing,  225  Snipe,  117  Ringed  Plover  have 
been  seen  on  the  Thames  during  the  winter,  as  well  as  smaller  numbers  of  other 
migrant  and  wintering  species. 

In  1970  Terns  were  observed  fishing  in  the  Thames  near  Dartford  and  Rainham 
for  the  first  time,  and  are  now  a  regular  sight  as  they  pass  through  on  their  spring 
and  autumn  migrations.  The  cooling  water  outflow  of  the  West  Thurrock 
generating  station  creates  turbulence  which  brings  fish  and  other  food  to  the 
surface  of  the  river,  and  this  attracts  a  sizeable  feeding  flock  of  Terns. 

THE  FUTURE 

Perhaps  the  most  exciting  aspect  of  the  present  trend  is  that  flocks  of  duck  are 
recorded  each  winter  progressively  further  upriver  in  increasing  numbers.  For 
example,  in  the  1971/72  winter  there  were  up  to  35  Pochard  in  Woolwich  Reach, 
off  Silvertown.  In  1972/73  numbers  had  increased  at  this  site  to  up  to  465 
Pochard,  69  Tufted  Duck  and  72  Mallard,  while  even  further  upriver  in  the 
Lower  Pool  off  Stepney  (within  two  miles  of  Tower  Bridge)  there  were  450 
Pochard  on  Feb.  7th.  On  Dec.  31st,  1972,  at  least  30  Pochard  flighted  in  after 
dark  to  the  Upper  Pool,  between  Tower  and  London  Bridges,  presumably  to 
feed.  If  trends  continue  it  does  not  seem  over-optimistic  to  forecast  that  the  near 
future  will  see  really  sizeable  flocks  of  wildfowl  on  the  Thames  in  the  very 
heart  of  London. 

CONSERVATION 

Fortunately  there  are  several  factors  which  make  the  Thames  a  ready-made 
reserve  for  its  new  bird  populations.  River  traffic  has  been  much  reduced  in 
recent  years,  and  the  high  tide  rafts  of  duck  are  largely  undisturbed.  Large 
expanses  of  soft  low-tide  mud  keep  human  disturbance  to  a  minimum,  and 
shooting  is  illegal  on  the  inner  Thames. 

The  creation  of  this  prime  ‘new’  bird  habitat  so  close  to  London,  in  what  at 
first  seemed  such  a  hopeless  situation,  is  a  splendid  achievement  which  may 
hopefully  be  followed  on  other  polluted  rivers  and  waters  of  the  world.  If  the 
future  presence  of  these  birds  is  to  be  assured  it  is  essential  that  certain  important 
areas  of  riverside  open  ground  and  low-tide  mud  flats  are  preserved.  An  example 
of  the  type  of  development  which  should  be  avoided  is  already  under  way  in  the 
Woolwich  section,  in  the  long  bay  between  Margaret  Ness  and  Crossness.  As 
part  of  the  Thamesmead  New  Town  scheme,  the  embankment  of  the  bay  is  being 
extended  over  the  present  low-tide  mud.  Early  in  1973  work  began  dredging  away 
the  whole  mud-flat  here,  which  will  almost  certainly  prove  disastrous  to  the 
winter  bird  population  that  has  built  up  over  recent  years.  With  up  to  700 
Mallard,  700  Teal,  330  Pintail,  800  Tufted  Duck,  4,000  Pochard,  1,600  Shelduck 
and  2,000  Dunlin,  it  was  undoubtedly  the  most  important  site  along  the  inner 
Thames.  The  plans  for  this  development,  however,  were  finalised  before  1969 
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when  duck  first  started  using  this  site  in  large  numbers.  There  is  an  urgent  need 
for  a  conservation  plan  for  the  birds  of  the  inner  Thames,  and  this  is  the  first 
objective  of  present  studies. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In  recent  years  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  the  birds  of  the  River 
Thames.  Comparatively  huge  numbers  of  duck  and  waders  now  winter  and  this 
increase  has  been  mainly  attributed  to  anti-pollution  activity.  During  the  six 
years  from  1945-50,  I  and  others  regularly  visited  the  south  side  of  the  Thames 
and  its  marshes  between  London  and  Gravesend,  and  a  summary  of  observations 
made  during  this  period,  when  pollution  was  at  a  high  level,  gives  an  interesting 
comparison  with  the  present  day  situation.  Records  of  duck  and  waders  are 
summarised  below,  particularly  those  occurring  on  the  mud  foreshore  or  the 
river  itself,  as  it  is  here  that  the  major  changes  have  taken  place.  Clearly  some 
species  have  shown  massive  increases,  but  the  impression  given  in  recent  papers 
that  in  the  past  the  Thames  was  virtually  birdless  is  rather  misleading. 

Thames  duck  and  wader  records,  1945-50 

Mallard:  Although  fairly  frequent  in  winter  on  the  marshes  between  Woolwich 
and  Gravesend,  and  in  hard  weather  could  become  quite  numerous,  they 
were  not  often  found  on  the  river  itself:  a  few  which  frequented  the  Green¬ 
wich  and  Blackwall  Reaches  were  from  the  ornamental  lake  in  Greenwich  Park. 

Teal:  A  late  autumn  and  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers,  in  hard  winters 
penetrating  as  far  upriver  as  Crossness.  Usually  in  parties  of  four  to  ten, 
rarely  more  than  20.  The  largest  flock  was  55  at  Swanscombe  on  Dec.  11th, 
1949. 

Wigeon:  A  late  autumn  and  winter  visitor  to  the  marshes  and  river,  rarely 
penetrating  above  Dartford  Creek  except  in  hard  weather.  Usually  singles  or 
small  parties,  but  up  to  17  at  Stone  (Dartford)  and  30  at  Swanscombe  in 
late  December. 

Tufted  Duck:  Only  came  on  to  the  river  in  hard  weather,  sometimes  as  far  up  as 
Crossness.  Otherwise  the  highest  count  was  70  on  gravel  pits  at  Stone  and 
Swanscombe  during  cold  weather. 

Pochard:  A  fairly  frequent  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers,  especially  during 
December  and  January.  More  frequent  and  numerous  in  cold  weather,  but 
they  were  never  seen  above  Erith.  The  majority  used  the  gravel  pits  on  Stone 
Marshes,  where  up  to  70  were  recorded. 

Shelduck:  Not  infrequent  in  parties  of  two  or  four,  but  up  to  12  were  recorded, 
sometimes  as  far  upriver  as  Dartford. 

Mute  Swan:  A  herd  of  nine  at  Swanscombe  in  November  1950  was  the  most 
recorded  during  the  period.  A  few  were  seen  on  the  river  as  far  up  as  Crossness. 

Duck  (general):  The  only  other  duck  recorded  actually  on  the  river  during  this 
period  were  Smew,  two  at  Swanscombe  in  1949  and  Stone  in  1950,  and  Scoter, 
a  single  during  the  1947  winter.  There  were  no  records  at  all  of  Pintail.  Brent 
Goose,  Scaup,  Ferruginous  Duck,  Goldeneye  and  Goosander  were  only 
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recorded  in  small  numbers  during  this  period  on  the  marshes  or  gravel  pits 
along  the  river. 

Lapwing:  Small  parties  frequently  fed  along  the  mud  foreshore  of  the  river, 
and  during  hard  weather  on  Dec.  17th,  1950,  most  of  a  flock  of  1,000  did  so. 
On  the  marshes,  however,  flocks  of  up  to  1,000  were  regular  in  winter. 

Redshank:  Winter  flocks  of  around  100  were  frequent,  feeding  on  the  Thames 
foreshore  below  Erith,  but  were  extremely  rare  further  upriver. 

Dunlin:  Parties  rarely  exceeding  20  were  frequent  in  autumn  and  winter  along 
the  foreshore  as  far  upriver  as  Erith. 

Knot:  There  were  three  records  of  singles  during  the  six  years. 

Black-tailed  Godwit:  One  at  Stone  on  Aug.  23rd,  1950,  and  two  at  Dartford  on 
Dec.  16th,  1950. 

Curlew:  A  frequent  autumn  and  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers  as  far  upriver 
as  Erith,  and  occasionally  up  to  Crossness.  During  autumn  migration  parties 
of  up  to  six,  and  in  winter  parties  up  to  nine,  were  seen. 

Whimbrel:  One  feeding  at  the  mouth  of  Dartford  Creek  on  Aug.  27th,  1948, 
and  another  flying  along  the  Thames  at  Stone  on  Sept.  7th,  1947. 

Snipe:  Quite  frequent  from  the  end  of  July  to  March  in  saltings,  fleets  and 
dykes  as  far  upriver  as  Woolwich.  Most  numerous  from  November  to  Jan¬ 
uary,  but  counts  did  not  often  exceed  20.  During  cold  weather  up  to  60  were 
seen  at  Dartford,  many  of  them  feeding  along  the  Thames  foreshore. 

Jack  Snipe:  A  few  records  of  singles  along  the  Thames  foreshore. 

Turnstone:  The  only  record  of  actual  feeding  on  the  Thames  was  of  one  at  the 
mouth  of  the  River  Darent  on  Oct.  7th,  1950. 

Common  Sandpiper :  Migrants  were  frequently  seen  along  the  foreshore,  and  in 
1949/50  and  1950/51  up  to  three  wintered,  showing  preference  for  a  small 
sheltered  tidal  treek  on  Stone  Marshes. 

Green  Sandpiper :  Apart  from  migrants  which  mainly  occurred  in  small  numbers 
on  the  marshes,  one  or  two  wintered  in  1949-50  and  1950-51,  in  the  same  tidal 
fleet  used  by  Common  Sandpipers  mentioned  above. 

Ringed  Plover:  Observed  on  the  Thames  foreshore  as  far  upriver  as  Erith.  Most 
frequent  in  autumn  when  parties  of  up  to  20  were  seen.  In  winter  and  spring 
less  frequent  and  in  smaller  numbers. 

Little  Ringed  Plover:  One  on  the  Thames  foreshore  at  Dartford  on  Sept.  26th, 
1948. 

Oystercatcher:  Apart  from  a  record  of  two  small  flocks  flying  across  the 
Thames  near  Dartford  on  Aug.  11th,  1947,  there  were  five  records  of  singles, 
some  of  which  were  feeding  on  the  foreshore. 

Waders  (general):  Records  of  single  Wood  Sandpiper  and  Curlew  Sandpiper, 
three  records  of  single  Greenshanks  and  several  of  up  to  six  Golden  Plover 
were  also  made  during  the  period,  but  they  occurred  on  the  marshes  rather 
than  on  the  foreshore  of  the  Thames. 

J.  F.  Burton ,  B.B.C.  Natural  History  Unit,  Broadcasting  House,  Bristol,  BS8  2LR. 
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Birds  at  Surrey  Commercial  Docks, 

April  1971  to  December  1972. 

R.  W.  George 

INTRODUCTION 

An  earlier  paper  by  Grant  (1971)  described  the  birdlife  at  Surrey  Commercial 
Docks  between  August  1970  and  March  1971.  This  paper  summarises  further 
observations  in  the  area  up  to  the  end  of  1972  based  on  notes  made  by  P.  J.  Grant 
(58  visits  between  April  1971  and  February  1972),  myself  (75  visits  between 
November  1971  and  December  1972),  R.  Alderton  and  M.  A.  Hollingworth. 

THE  STUDY  AREA 

As  described  by  Grant  the  closure  of  the  docks  to  commercial  shipping  at  the 
end  of  1970  provided  a  unique  urban  habitat  of  great  attraction  to  birdlife.  Since 
March  1971  the  area  has  further  developed  its  ‘wildness’,  weed  and  wild  flower 
growth  being  particularly  lush,  attracting  not  only  large  numbers  of  birds  but 
also  butterflies  (see  list  below)  and  insects.  Unfortunately  the  lack  of  disturbance 
found  by  Grant  did  not  continue.  Throughout  the  period  of  the  present  study 
the  east  and  west  sides  of  Russia  Dock  were  used  as  sorting  areas  for  stone 
remains  from  the  sale  of  London  Bridge  to  America,  and  also  sections  for  the 
new  London  Bridge  were  prefabricated  here :  this  involved  the  use  of  noisy  heavy 
plant  throughout.  During  1972  Stave  Dock  was  being  filled  with  demolition 
rubble  involving  the  continuous  use  of  heavy  lorries,  and  during  the  autumn  of 
1972  demolition  work  began  on  the  warehouses  on  the  west  side  of  Albion  Dock. 
The  south  west  side  of  Canada  Dock  was  partially  filled  in  the  1971/72  winter. 
During  the  summer  of  1972  the  road  between  Albion  and  Quebec  Docks  was 
used  for  the  high  speed  testing  of  police  cars.  Finally,  children  living  near  the 
docks  discovered  the  area  as  a  playground  and  most  of  the  small  empty  buildings 
in  the  area  were  vandalised,  possibly  disturbing  some  of  the  Black  Redstarts  in 
the  area.  Lavender  Dock,  which  had  proved  so  attractive  to  duck  during  the 
1970/71  winter  was  further  infilled  at  the  end  of  1972,  and  throughout  the  period 
of  the  present  study  was  often  empty  as  a  result  of  a  lower  water  level  in  the  dock 
system. 

Despite  these  disturbances  and  habitat  changes  the  area  proved  to  be  of  par¬ 
ticular  importance  as  an  oasis  in  a  concrete  jungle  for  migrants,  including  such 
Inner  London  rarities  as  Red-necked  Grebe,  Ferruginous  Duck,  Mediterranean 
Gull,  Little  Gull  and  Grasshopper  Warbler.  Perhaps  more  surprising  was  the 
probable  or  proved  breeding  of  such  species  as  Red-legged  Partridge,  Little 
Ringed  Plover,  Lapwing,  Skylark,  Yellow  Wagtail,  Linnet  and  Reed  Bunting. 
Unfortunately,  Grant’s  opinion  that  the  area  was  an  important  refuge  for  winter¬ 
ing  duck  was  not  borne  out  by  counts  up  to  the  end  of  1972.  Herons  continued 
to  feed  in  the  area  in  large  numbers,  and  Black  Redstarts  established  a  breeding 
stronghold. 

SUMMARY  OF  OBSERVATIONS 

Great  Crested  Grebe:  One  on  Aug.  21st,  1972. 

Red-necked  Grebe:  One  from  Jan.  4th  to  Feb.  7th,  1972. 
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Little  Grebe:  Winter  visitor  September  to  April,  rarely  more  than  two;  maxi¬ 
mum  five  on  Nov.  29th,  1971. 

Cormorant:  Occasional  winter  visitor;  maximum  11  on  Oct.  23rd,  1972. 

Heron:  Roosting  and  feeding  flock  always  present,  usually  not  more  than  15, 
but  building  up  in  autumn  with  juveniles  to  a  maximum  of  34  in  1971  (Sept. 
1st)  and  38  in  1972  (July  26th).  Grant  (1971)  suggested  that  these  birds  came 
from  the  newly-established  Regents  Park  colony,  but  the  numbers  involved 
suggest  that  at  least  another  heronry  is  involved,  perhaps  Walthamstow. 


Duck:  The  following  table  shows  the  peak  monthly  counts  for  the  three  most 
regular  species: 


- 

Aug 

Sep 

1971 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Jan 

1972 

Feb 

Mar 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov  Dec 

Mallard 

20 

113 

30 

31 

12 

14 

11 

53 

50 

100 

50 

25 

1 

Tufted 

Duck 

4 

18 

8 

69 

84 

21 

22 

83 

9 

51 

100 

200 

130 

Pochard 

— 

7 

— 

64 

200 

13 

1 

4 

— 

7 

30 

300  505 

Teal:  One  or  two  Sept.  17th-28th,  1971 ;  singles  Oct.  20th  and  26th,  1972. 

Wigeon:  A  male  from  Sept.  19th  to  28th,  1972. 

Shoveier:  One  or  two  from  Sept  28th,  1972,  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

Scaup:  A  pair  on  Nov.  29th  and  two  drakes  on  Dec.  7th,  1971.  A  female  on 
Nov.  21st,  1972. 

Tufted  Duck:  At  least  one  pair  bred  successfully  in  1972. 

Ferruginous  Duck:  A  drake  from  Dec.  7th  to  13th,  1971,  and  also  on  six  dates 
from  Oct.  31st,  1972,  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

Ruddy  Duck:  A  pair  on  Nov.  29th,  1971. 

Shelduek:  Singles  on  Jan.  28th  and  Sept.  6th,  and  a  pair  on  April  21st,  1972. 

Red-legged  Partridge:  A  pair  first  seen  in  June,  1971,  was  seen  with  eight  small 
young  on  Aug.  27th,  the  first  proved  breeding  for  this  species  in  Inner  London. 
A  covey  of  up  to  13  seen  subsequently;  on  Nov.  13  th,  1972,  they  were  seen  walk¬ 
ing  in  line  along  the  ridge  of  a  warehouse  roof! 

Water  Rail:  One  on  Sept.  29th,  1972. 

Moorhen:  A  few  pairs  bred.  Large  influx  during  the  winter  months,  with  a  max. 
of  c.  65  on  Nov.  30th,  1972,  feeding  on  the  exposed  mud  of  Lavender  Dock. 

Coot:  A  winter  visitor  only  in  1971,  but  a  pair  summered  in  1972.  Maximum 
c.  20  during  November  and  December,  1972. 

Lapwing:  A  pair  throughout  the  summer  of  1972  apparently  holding  territory; 
they  were  seen  mobbing  Kestrels  and  bird-watchers  but  breeding  was  not 
proved. 

Ringed  Plover:,  Singles  on  June  23rd,  1971,  and  13th  and  18th  April,  1972. 

Little  Ringed  Plover:  A  pair  throughout  the  summer  months  in  both  1971  and 
1972.  Display  flights  and  anxiety  behaviour  were  observed  but  a  nest  could 
not  be  located.  Maximum  four  on  April  13th,  1972. 

Snipe:  One  on  Sept.  15th,  1971. 

Curlew:  One  flying  over  on  Jan.  18th,  1972. 

Common  Sandpiper:  Up  to  three  between  Aug.  4th  and  Sept.  7th,  1971. 

Mediterranean  Gull:  A  first-winter  bird  on  Dec.  15th,  1971. 

Little  Gull:  A  first-winter  on  Sept.  7th,  1971. 

Stock  Dove:  Singles  on  Oct.  1st,  1971,  April  24th,  May  3rd,  June  2nd  and  a 
pair  on  June  30th  and  July  11th,  1972. 
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Cuckoo:  Singles  on  Aug.  26th  and  27th,  and  Sept.  7th,  1971,  and  May  3rd  and 
Aug.  2.1st,  1972. 

Swift:  June  2nd  to  July  25th,  1972;  seen  entering  suitable  nesting  places,  but 
no  definite  proof  of  breeding. 

Kingfisher:  One  on  Nov.  1st,  1971. 

Skylark:  Three  breeding  pairs  were  present  during  the  1971  summer,  and  a 
recently-fledged  juvenile  was  seen  during  July.  This  appears  to  be  the  first- 
recorded  breeding  of  this  species  in  Inner  London.  In  1972,  at  least  two  pairs 
were  present  during  the  summer.  Maximum  count,  18  on  March  10th,  1972. 

Swallow:  During  1971,  one  on  June  17th,  14  flying  N  and  six  S  on  Sept.  23rd, 
and  two  flying  S  on  Oct.  5th;  during  1972,  singles  on  May  1st  and  3rd. 

Great  Tit:  One  on  Feb.  4th,  1972. 

Wheatear:  Recorded  on  11  dates  between  Aug.  25th  and  Nov.  1st,  1971,  with 
a  max.  of  four  on  Sept.  1st.  In  1972  there  were  six  records  between  April  11th 
and  May  9th  (maximum  eight  on  May  1st),  and  nine  records  between  Aug. 
21st  and  Oct.  24th  (maximum  six  on  Sept.  6th). 

Stonechat:  Singles  on  Sept.  29th  and  Oct.  27th,  1971.  In  1972,  singles  on  Oct. 
12th.,  26th.  and  Dec.  8th,  and  two  on  Oct.  20th  and  Nov.  13th. 

Whinchat:  Two  on  April  29th  and  one  on  Sept.  7th,  1971.  In  1972,  two  on 
May  1st  and  singles  on  May  5th  and  9th,  and  Sept.  6th  and  21st. 

Black  Redstart:  During  1971  at  least  one  pair  summered,  and  attempted 
breeding  was  proved  by  the  discovery  of  an  old  nest  in  1972.  In  1972  four  nests 
were  located,  and  there  were  probably  five  pairs  breeding. 

Robin:  Two  on  Oct.  31st  and  one  on  Nov.  30th,  1972. 

Grasshopper  Warbler:  One  singing  on  May  1st,  1972. 

Whitethroat:  In  1971  a  male  was  singing  and  apparently  holding  territory  from 
17th  to  the  end  of  May,  but  there  was  no  further  evidence  of  breeding.  In  1972, 
a  singing  male  on  May  6th. 

Willow  Warbler:  One  on  April  29th,  1971. 

Chiffchaff:  One  on  Sept.  16th,  1971. 

Meadow  Pipit:  Small  numbers  throughout  the  winter  and  during  spring 
passage,  but  highest  numbers  during  the  autumn.  In  1971  a  total  of  525  bird/ 
days  was  recorded  on  25  visits  between  Sept.  14th  and  Nov.  19th,  with  peaks 
of  50  on  Sept.  21st,  Oct.  4th  and  Nov.  4th.  In  1972  the  peak  autumn  count 
was  c.  70  on  Nov.  3rd. 

Rock  Pipit:  Singles  on  Sept.  17th  and  Oct.  22nd,  1971. 

Pied  Wagtail:  One  pair  summered  in  1972  and  apparently  held  territory,  but 
no  definite  proof  of  breeding  was  obtained.  Maximum  count  ten  on  Sept. 
24th,  1971. 

White  Wagtail:  Singles  on  April  21st  and  May  9th.,  1972 

Grey  Wagtail:  Regular  during  the  winter  in  small  numbers.  Maximum  four  on 
Nov.  13th,  1972. 

Yellow  Wagtail:  Seven  or  eight  pairs  present  during  the  1971  breeding  season, 
three  of  which  were  subsequently  seen  carrying  food.  In  1972  about  six  pairs 
were  present  during  the  summer. 

Blue-headed  Wagtail:  One  on  May  3rd,  1972. 

Goldfinch:  One  pair  bred  successfully  in  1971,  and  a  pair  was  present  during 
the  summer  in  1972.  During  the  winter  months  flocks  of  up  to  c.  100  were 
present. 
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Linnet:  In  1971  three  or  four  pairs  were  in  the  area  during  the  summer  months, 
at  least  one  breeding  successfully  as  j-uveniles  were  present.  Maximum  count 
was  40  on  Sept.  24th.  In  1972  one  pair  bred  successfully  and  the  maximum 
count  was  c.  100  on  Feb.  3rd. 

Redpoll:  Singles  on  April  29th,  1971  (a  male  in  song  flight),  and  Oct.  12th  and 
Nov.  3rd,  1972. 

Bullfinch:  One  on  Dec.  23rd,  1971. 

Chaffinch:  Singles  on  Jan.  11th  and  Oct.  23rd,  1972. 

Reed  Bunting:  In  1971  two  singing  males  were  present  for  a  week  at  the  end  of 
April,  but  no  females  were  seen.  In  1972  a  pair  summered,  apparently  holding 
territory,  but  breeding  was  not  proved.  Small  numbers  present  throughout 
the  winter  months. 

Other  species  recorded  (with  maximum  counts):  Mute  Swan  (10),  Black-headed 
Gull  (1,100),  Great  Black-backed  Gull  (12),  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  (50), 
Herring  Gull  (7),  Common  Gull  (200),  Woodpigeon  (22),  Carrion  Crow  (11), 
Blue  Tit  (4),  Wren  (1),  Song  Thrush  (1),  Blackbird  (16),  Dunnock  (3),  Starling 
(c.  100),  Greenfinch  (6),  House  Sparrow. 

Butterflies  (All  records  in  1972). 

Small  Tortoiseshell:  Singles  on  March  15th  and  June  16th  and  two  on  April 
21st.  Cabbage  White:  Singles  on  April  21st,  June  16th  and  June  20th.  Common 
Blue:  12  on  June  16th  and  one  on  June  20th.  Meadow  Brown:  Two  on  June 
16th.  Speckled  Wood:  One  on  Sept.  21st.  Painted  Lady:  One  on  Oct  26th. 
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Birds  of  Ponders  End  Sewage  Farm 

Peter  R.  Hipkin  and  Keith  D.  Metcalf 

INTRODUCTION 

The  closure  of  Ponders  End  Sewage  Farm  and  the  proposed  use  of  its  land  for 
gravel  extraction  and  a  marina,  mark  the  end  of  an  interesting  era  at  this  small, 
but  ornithologically  important  site.  This  paper  reviews  the  ornithological  history 
of  the  area  and  it  summarizes  the  recent  status  of  species  from  records  maintained 
by  the  farm’s  birdwatching  group  during  the  period  November  1971  to  April 
1973. 

THE  STUDY  AREA 

Ponders  End  Sewage  Farm  is  a  suburban  sewage-treatment  works,  situated  in 
the  Lea  Valley  about  nine  miles  north  of  the  City  of  London.  It  is  bounded  on  the 
east  by  the  River  Lea  and  the  William  Girling  Reservoir,  and  on  the  three  re¬ 
maining  sides  by  a  sports  centre,  a  factory  area  and  a  railway  line.  Entry  to  the 
area  is  by  permit  only. 

First  laid  down  in  1877,  the  original  sewage  farm  was  subsequently  enlarged  to 
some  110  acres  between  1891  and  1894.  In  the  1930’s  the  works  were  ‘modern¬ 
ised’,  but  some  aspects  of  the  original  farm  were  retained.  The  site  at  present 
occupies  some  68  acres  (580  yds.  x  545  yds.). 

Pumping  of  treated  sludge  into  lagoons  was  stopped  in  April,  1973,  and  this 
in  effect  signalled  the  eventual  closure  of  the  farm.  The  site  is  owned  by  the 
London  Borough  of  Enfield,  but  may  be  developed  shortly  by  the  Lea  Valley 
Regional  Park  Authority,  initially  for  gravel  extraction  and  ultimately  as  a 
recreational  marina.  Opposition  from  local  naturalists  to  these  development 
plans,  on  the  grounds  that  part  of  the  area  could  be  retained  as  a  nature  reserve, 
has  so  far  proved  unsuccessful  although  negotiations  are  continuing. 
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HABITATS 

Excluding  the  buildings  that  house  the  digesters  and  pumping  machinery,  there 
are  three  habitats  of  ornithological  interest  on  the  farm:- 

(1)  A  unit  of  fourteen  sprinklers  which  provide  nest-sites  in  the  honeycombed 
walls  for  Pied  Wagtails  and  good  feeding  areas  in  the  clinker  ( diptera 
larvae)  for  Starlings. 

(2)  A  small  rubbish  tip  for  screenings  which  attracts  gulls,  Starlings  and  feral 
pigeons. 

(3)  A  variety  of  lagoons,  in  varying  stages  of  drying  out,  which  attract  a  number 
of  species  including  waders  and  wildfowl.  The  driest  lagoons  are  overgrown 
with  an  abundance  of  Rosebay  Willowherb  and  small  bushes,  whilst  the 
wettest  lagoons  have  reeds,  sedges  and  other  aquatic  plants  which  attract 
warblers,  w'aders  and  ducks.  Some  species  also  breed  in  the  cover  provided, 
but  often  their  nests  are  lost  due  to  changes  in  the  water  levels.  These 
lagoons  are  named  in  the  map,  and  are,  by  far,  the  most  important  habitats 
on  the  farm. 

The  dominant  tree  on  the  farm  is  the  Elder,  which  grow's  in  dry  areas  and  on 
the  raised  banks  of  the  lagoons.  Few  other  species  occur,  except  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  caretaker’s  cottage  where  there  are  cultivars. 

RECENT  STUDIES 

The  present  birdwatching  group  received  permission  to  set  up  their  headquarters 
on  the  farm  in  November  1971.  Since  then  they  have  maintained  regular  natural 
history  records,  and  have  taken  part  in  the  BTO  Nest  Record  scheme  and  in  the 
final  year  of  the  RTO/LNHS  Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds.  Their  recent  records  form 
the  basis  of  the  systematic  list  w’hich  accompanies  this  paper. 

EARLIER  OBSERVATIONS 

Undoubtedly  the  ornithological  heyday  at  Ponders  End  was  in  the  1950s  when 
many  rare  and  unusual  species  were  recorded — often  in  close  association  with 
the  adjacent  William  Girling  Reservoir  and  the  gravel  pits  which  existed  then. 
These  records  are  included  in  the  systematic  list  to  provide  an  interesting  con- 
parison  with  the  present  day. 

DISCUSSION 

Recent  GLC  policy  on  sewage  treatment  has  led  to  the  closure  of  many  of  the 
smaller  sewage  farms  in  Greater  London  and  the  building  of  larger  treatment 
works  employing  the  modern  activated-sludge  processes  and  sterilization  of 
sludge.  Inevitably  this  has  meant  a  loss  of  habitat  for  migrant  birds  and  a  con¬ 
siderable  reduction  in  insects,  particularly  the  small  black  sewage-flies  associated 
with  the  biological  treatment  processes. 

Past  experience  suggests  that  when  sewage  farms  are  closed  they  quickly  lose 
their  attraction  for  waders  and  other  migrants,  for  unless  the  flow  of  water  is 
maintained  invertebrate  life  soon  dies  out.  Whether  this  will  be  the  case  at 
Ponders  End,  if  and  when  the  area  is  redeveloped  for  gravel  extraction,  remains 
to  be  seen.  The  close  proximity  of  the  William  Girling  Reservoir  may  continue 
to  draw  migrants  to  the  area,  and  the  proposed  gravel  extraction  may  in  itself 
attract  such  species  as  terns  and  wildfowl.  Whatever  the  outcome,  it  is  only  hoped 
that  the  policies  adopted  by  the  local  authority  for  conserving  the  area  will  be 
enlightened  ones  and  provision  will  be  made  for  wildlife  as  well  as  human 
recreation. 
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SYSTEMATIC  LIST 

The  recent  status  of  species  is  summarized  by  the  following  abbreviations : 

(B)  Breeds  (F)  Frequent  visitor  (PM)  Passage  migrant 

(b)  Probably  breeds  (O)  Occasional  visitor  (RV)  Rare  visitor 

(B)  Previously  bred  (WV)  Winter  visitor 

Great  Crested  Grebe  ( B ).  Not  recorded  recently,  but  bred  in  1941. 

Little  Grebe  (B).  Bred  successfully  in  1972  on  the  Medway  Lagoon,  as  direct 
result  of  higher  water  level  since  1970. 

Grey  Heron  (F).  Seen  mainly  along  the  reservoir  bank,  but  also  visits  the  lagoons. 

Mallard  (B).  Breeds  in  good  numbers,  but  less  numerous  out  of  breeding  season. 

Teal  (WV).  Recent  wintering  numbers  have  reached  c.5Q,  mostly  on  Medway 
Lagoon. 

Pintail  (RV).  Only  two  records:  eight  in  flight  on  Jan.  31st,  1954,  and  a  single 
duck  on  Sept.  2nd,  1956. 

Shoveler  (WV).  Normally  a  winter  visitor,  although  in  the  mild  winter  of  1972/73 
none  occurred. 

Tufted  Duck  (O).  Occasional  visitor  from  the  reservoirs. 

Pochard  (O).  Infrequent  visitor  from  the  reservoirs. 

Shelduck  (RV).  Two  records  exist:  three  on  Dec.  20th,  1953,  and  a  single  on 
Aug.  29th,  1957. 

Hobby  (RV).  Recorded  in  1956  when  a  bird  spent  six  days  in  the  area  Sept. 
5-10th. 

Merlin  (RV).  A  male  was  seen  on  Apr.  27th,  1958,  the  only  record. 

Kestrel  (F).  Seen  throughout  the  year,  max.  three  at  end  of  1972  summer. 

Red-legged  Partridge  (O).  Occurs  infrequently,  but  has  bred  on  adjacent  golf 
course  and  is  regular  on  reservoir  banks. 

Common  Partridge  (B).  Fairly  regular  breeder  in  the  1950s,  but  no  records  since 
1960. 

Quail  (RV).  One  was  shot  in  1923,  and  the  skin  is  in  the  Society’s  collection. 

Pheasant  (B).  Bred  1970,  1971  and  1972,  but  a  hen  was  taken  by  a  cat  while 
brooding  in  1972. 

Water  Rail  (WV).  Probably  present  every  winter,  and  additional  birds  may  occur 
during  spring  passage.  In  1972,  max.  five  Feb.  5th  -  Apr.  5th  on  Medway 
Lagoon. 

Moorhen  (B).  Very  successful  breeding  species.  During  winter  months  70-80 
are  to  be  seen  feeding  regularly  on  golf  course  and  adjacent  land. 

Coot  (B).  Breeds  in  fair  numbers,  but  is  less  common  than  Moorhen.  In  winter 
most  remain  on  the  reservoirs. 

Lapwing  (B).  Two  or  three  pairs  reared  young  on  the  farm  and  golf  course  in 
1970  and  1971.  Two  pa;rs  bred  in  1972.  Attempts  to  breed  also  occurred 
in  earlier  years,  with  varying  degrees  of  success. 

Ringed  Plover  (PM).  Recorded  frequently  in  the  1950s  (max.  20),  but  very  few 
recent  records. 

Little  Ringed  Plover  (b).  Recorded  annually  1954-1973.  Successfully  bred  on 
land  which  is  now  golf  course,  and  has  recently  attempted  on  the  farm. 
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Kentish  Plover  (RV).  One  on  Sept.  7th,  1963,  was  also  seen  at  the  William 
Girling  Reservoir. 

Golden  Plover  (RV).  Rare,  but  has  occurred  during  hard  winters. 

Turnstone  (RV).  Two  were  seen  in  breeding  plumage  on  May  10th,  1951. 

Snipe  ( B ).  Has  bred  in  the  past.  As  a  winter  visitor,  now  the  commonest  wader 
with  peak  counts  of  c.  60  in  1971  and  1972. 

Great  Snipe  (RV).  One  was  present  from  Sept.  12th  to  17th,  1959. 

Jack  Snipe  (WV).  Has  occurred  most  winters  or  on  passage,  but  numbers  have 
never  exceeded  four  on  one  day.  In  recent  years,  irregular. 

Whimbrel  (RV).  One  was  recorded  on  Aug.  19th,  1959,  but  others  have  been 
seen  flying  over  the  reservoir. 

Black-tailed  Godwit  (RV).  One  on  Aug.  11th,  1954,  the  only  record. 

Bar-tailed  Godwit  (RV).  On  Sept.  6th,  1954,  one  was  rescued  from  sludge  in  a 
lagoon  and  was  later  released.  On  Aug.  19th,  1958,  one  was  flushed  and 
flew  to  the  William  Girling  Reservoir. 

Green  Sandpiper  (F).  Has  been  recorded  in  most  months  of  the  year,  but  mostly 
in  winter.  Non-breeders  have  also  summered  in  the  past. 

Wood  Sandpiper  (PM).  Recorded  regularly  since  1952,  mainly  on  autumn 
passage 

Common  Sandpiper  (PM).  The  most  frequent  sandpiper  on  passage.  During  the 
1954/55  winter,  one  wintered  on  the  farm, 

Redshank  (PM).  Recorded  infrequently,  mainly  in  the  spring,  the  most  recent 
record  being  Apr.  26th,  1972.  Has  never  bred,  because  lagoons  are  too 
small. 

Spotted  Redshank  (RV).  Singles  occurred  on  passage  during  the  1956-9  period. 

Greenshank  (PM).  Mostly  a  regular  autumn  passage  migrant,  often  in  close 
association  with  the  reservoirs. 

Knot  (RV).  Single  records  in  the  autumns  of  1957,  1959  and  1960. 

Little  Stint  (PM).  Recorded  on  autumn  passage  on  many  occasions  between 
1953  arid  1960,  max.  six  on  Sept.  28th,  1957. 

Dunlin  (PM).  Except  in  recent  years,  recorded  almost  annually  on  passage, 
mostly  singles  but  flocks  of  c.20  occurred  during  the  1950s. 

Curlew  Sandpiper  (RV).  Recorded  as  an  autumn  migrant  in  1956,  1957,  1959, 
1960,  and  1963. 

Sanderling  (RV).  Seen  in  both  the  spring  and  autumn  of  1954,  and  on  Sept.  4th, 
1956. 

Ruff  (PM).  Nearly  annually  since  1956,  max.  8.  Most  recently,  a  Reeve  was 
seen  on  July  16th,  1972. 

Red-necked  Phalarope  (RV).  One  on  Oct.  1st,  1960. 

Stone  Curlew  (RV).  One  was  flushed  on  July  19th,  1952,  and  flew  to  the  reser¬ 
voir  bank.  One  w;as  also  seen  flying  north  on  May  24th,  1959. 

Great  Black-backed  Gull  (O).  Not  seen  frequently,  although  there  is  a  winter 
roost  at  the  King  George  V  Reservoir. 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  (F).  Mainly  seen  flying  over  the  reservoirs. 

Herring  Gull  (F).  The  second  commonest  gull,  seen  mainly  flying  to  roost. 

Common  Gull  (F).  The  least  common  of  the  regular  species  of  gull. 
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Black-headed  Gull  (F).  Very  frequent,  with  many  thousands  flying  to  roost  on 
reservoirs  in  the  non-breeding  months. 

Stock  Dove  (O).  Occasional  visitor,  not  very  frequent  in  recent  years. 

Wood  Pigeon  (B).  Feeding  flocks  of  c.50  regular  on  golf  course. 

Collared  Dove  (O).  First  noted  on  Sept.  9th,  1972,  and  occasionally  since. 

Cuckoo  (PM).  Regular  in  spring  and  autumn,  but  no  evidence  of  breeding. 

Barn  Owl  (RV).  Seen  occasionally  until  1968.  In  1957  one  was  found  dead  in 
sludge. 

Tawny  Owl  (O).  Seen  or  heard  in  the  area  fairly  often  until  1971,  but  no  nests 
or  young  located. 

Short-eared  Owl  (RV).  One  on  Sept.  3rd,  1957,  and  one  on  March  14th,  1959. 

Swift  (b).  Certainly  breeds  locally,  and  may  breed  in  farm  buildings.  Mid¬ 
summer  feeding  flocks  exceed  300. 

Kingfisher  (F).  Breeds  along  River  Lea,  frequently  flies  through  the  farm  and 
is  occasionally  seen  perched  above  the  lagoons. 

Skylark  ( B ).  Breeds  on  sports  ground,  and  probably  bred  recently  on  the  farm. 
Was  more  frequent  in  the  past  when  dry  sludge  beds  and  grassy  banks 
provided  better  breeding  conditions. 

Swallow  (PM).  Seen  occasionally  throughout  the  summer  months. 

House  Martin  (F).  More  abundant  than  Swallow.  Nests  locally. 

Sand  Martin  (F).  Nests  in  drain-pipes  along  the  Lea.  Commoner  than  Swift. 

Carrion  Crow  (B).  One  pair  breeds,  but  up  to  seven  birds  feed  on  the  farm. 

Magpie  (O).  Occurs  occasionally  in  winter,  when  moving  across  the  Lea  Valley. 

Jay  (O).  Infrequent,  with  only  one  recent  record. 

Great  Tit  (B).  Breeds  with  varying  degrees  of  success  on  the  farm  and  in  the 
vicinity. 

Blue  Tit  (B).  Flocks  of  up  to  20  are  frequent  in  winter  months. 

Wren  (B).  Regular  breeder.  Three  nests  were  located  in  1972. 

Bearded  Tit  (RV).  Seen  on  winter  movements  on  four  occasions  in  1972,  with  a 
maximum  of  nine  on  Oct.  14th. 

Mistle  Thrush  ( B ).  Occasional  visitor  in  winter,  but  has  bred  in  the  past. 

Fieldfare  (WV).  In  early  winter  small  numbers  feed  on  Elder  berries.  On  Oct. 
21st,  1972,  257  were  counted  flying  over  SW. 

Song  Thrush  (B).  Eleven  nests  with  eggs  or  young  were  located  in  1972. 

Redwing  (WV).  Fairly  regular  during  the  winter  months. 

Ring  Ouzel  (RV).  Single  males  on  Oct.  10th,  1960,  and  Apr.  27th,  1973. 

Blackbird  (B).  Similar  status  to  Song  Thrush.  Recently  two  found  dead  in 
bushes  had  nylon  fishing  line  entangling  legs. 

Wheatear  (PM).  In  the  1950s  a  very  frequent  passage  migrant,  but  recently  less 
regular  because  of  changes  in  the  habitat. 

Stonechat  ( B ).  Bred  regularly  in  the  1950s,  but  now  only  occasional  autumn 
migrant. 

Whinchat  ( B ).  Two  pairs  nested  in  1945.  Pairs  were  present  during  breeding 
seasons  from  1952  to  1955.  It  has  also  bred  outside  the  farm.  Otherwise 
regular  passage  migrant,  but  scarce  in  recent  years. 
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Black  Redstart  (PM).  Occurs  infrequently  on  passage,  yet  breeds  in  the  Lea 
Valley  only  a  mile  to  the  north  and  south  of  the  farm. 

Robin  (B).  At  least  two  pairs  bred  in  1972. 

Reed  Warbler  (B).  Nests  in  Great  Reedmace  and  on  the  denser  lagoons. 

Sedge  Warbler  (B).-  Nests  in  the  reeds  of  the  lagoons. 

Blackcap  (b).  Possibly  nests  near  the  cottage  where  there  is  good  cover.  Cer¬ 
tainly  breeds  along  the  adjacent  Lea. 

Garden  Warbler  (PM).  Fairly  frequent  on  passage. 

Whitethroat  (B).  Was  a  regular  breeder  up  to  1965.  In  recent  years  seen  regularly 
in  Elder  along  the  lagoon  paths,  and  may  still  breed. 

Lesser  Whitethroat  (PM).  On  passage  only,  less  common  than  Whitethroat. 

Willow  Warbler  (PM).  Regular  on  passage. 

ChiflfchafF  (PM).  Breeds  outside  the  farm.  Passage  birds  frequent,  but  there  are 
no  records  of  overwintering. 

Spotted  Flycatcher  (PM).  In  recent  years  recorded  infrequently,  mainly  on 
autumn  passage. 

Dunnock  (B).  Regular  breeder. 

Meadow  Pipit  (WV).  Arrival  from  early  Oct.,  reaching  peak  15+  in  Nov. 

Tree  Pipit  (PM).  Infrequent,  but  two  recent  records:  Oct.  22nd,  1971,  and 
Sept.  9th,  1972. 

Rock  Pipit  (RV).  Two  records  for  1959,  singles  in  Apr.  and  Nov.  Also  known 
to  have  occurred  more  recently  on  passage. 

Pied  Wagtail  (B).  Common  all  year.  Breeds  in  walls  of  sprinklers. 

Grey  Wagtail  (WV).  Regular  winter  visitor  between  September  and  March. 

Yellow  Wagtail  (B).  Bred  regularly  in  the  1950s  when  the  farm  was  less  over¬ 
grown.  In  recent  years  only  a  regular  passage  migrant,  with  little  evidence 
of  breeding. 

Starling  (B).  Very  common  all  year,  nesting  in  buildings  and  feeding  on  the 
sprinklers. 

Greenfinch  (B).  Breeds  successfully,  but  clutches  are  often  lost  to  children. 

Goldfinch  (B).  Similarly  to  Greenfinch,  clutches  are  lost  to  children. 

Linnet  (B).  Several  pairs  breed,  and  nests  have  been  located. 

Bullfinch  (O).  Pairs  seen  in  the  summer  months,  but  no  evidence  of  breeding. 

Chaffinch  (b).  Mainly  a  winter  visitor,  but  may  have  bred. 

Yellowhammer  (O).  Uncommon  visitor,  although  is  a  frequent  winter  visitor 
to  the  reservoir  banks.  The  only  recent  summer  record  was  of  a  female 
on  June  2nd,  1972. 

Reed  Bunting.  (B).  Has  always  been  a  regular  breeder.  In  1972  at  least  eight 
males  held  territory,  mostly  on  inaccessible  lagoons. 

House  Sparrow’  (B).  Common  breeder  in  the  farm’s  buildings. 

Tree  Sparrow  (b).  Small  parties  occur  in  winter.  Two  late  birds  were  noted  on 
May  23rd,  1972,  and  the  species  is  thought  to  breed  in  the  vicinity. 

Addendum.  In  addition,  the  following  species  have  been  recorded  flying  over 

the  farm,  but,  as  the  records  relate  primarily  to  the  reservoirs  rather  than  the 

farm,  no  details  are  listed :  Red-throated  Diver,  diver  spp,  Cormorant,  Wigeon, 

Goldeneye,  Goosander,  Mute  Swan,  Oystercatcher,  Curlew  and  tern  spp. 
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Iberian  Chiffchaff  at  the  Brent  Reservoir.  This  note  presents  details  of  the 
occurrence  of  an  Iberian  Chiffchaff,  Phylloscopus  collybita  ibericus,  at  the  Brent 
Reservoir,  Middlesex,  on  June  3rd,  1972.  This  is  the  first  record  for  the  British 
Isles  of  this  subspecies  which  is  to  be  found  in  North  West  Africa  and  the 
Iberian  Peninsula,  with  a  few  pairs  reaching  the  French  side  of  the  Pyrenees. 

The  bird  was  first  found  by  jhw,  his  attention  being  attracted  by  a  loud  and 
clear  song  coming  from  some  willows  adjoining  the  reservoir.  After  several 
minutes  the  bird  was  found  at  the  top  of  a  group  of  willows.  The  size  and 
general  appearance  of  the  bird  resembled  a  Willow'  Warbler.  The  legs  appeared 
black,  however. 

After  being  informed  of  the  bird’s  presence,  lab  visited  the  site  with  jhw  in 
the  early  afternoon.  The  song  and  several  of  the  call  notes  were  recorded  on  a 
cassette  tape  recorder  and  a  more  detailed  description  w  as  taken.  The  bird  was 
very  active,  remaining  at  the  tops  of  the  willows,  a  height  of  some  15-20  feet. 
Eventually  it  was  seen  wrell  from  all  angles  and  the  following  description  was 
taken : 

The  head  and  upper  parts  were  olive  brown,  a  distinct  creamy  white  eyestripe 
terminated  well  behind  the  eye,  whilst  a  dark  line  ran  through  the  eye,  broader 
behind  than  in  front.  The  underparts  were  washed  greyish  with  a  light  ill-defined 
yellow  band  across  the  breast.  This  yellow  area  was  slightly  more  marked  on  the 
lower  sides  of  the  neck.  The  undertail  coverts  were  light  yellow  contrasting  with 
the  light  creamy  grey  lower  belly.  At  certain  angles  an  indistinct  yellow  bar  was 
detected  along  the  tips  of  the  primary  coverts,  jhw  could  not  detect  any  bar  on  the 
greater  coverts  although  lab  detected  a  slight  indication  of  one  and  felt  it  was  due 
to  possible  wear  to  the  tips  of  the  greater  coverts,  in  any  case  it  was  no  more  distinct 
than  the  wingbar  a  small  number  of  Chiffchaffs  seem  to  have.  In  good  light  the  legs 
appeared  dark  brown,  not  black,  and  in  general  appearance  the  bird  looked  rather 
dumpier  than  the  Willow  Warbler  and  Chiffchaff. 

The  bird  sang  and  called  frequently.  The  call  w'as  quite  unlike  that  of  either 
the  Willow'  Warbler  or  Chiffchaff,  being  more  reminiscent  of  a  young  chicken. 
It  was  uttered  several  times  in  a  disconnected  sequence  and  sounded  rather 
similar  to  the  one  repeated  in  the  bird’s  rapid  warbling  song.  It  was  also  not 
unlike  the  chiff  in  the  Chiffchaff ‘s  song.  A  tic-tic-tic  call  was  also  heard  on  one 
occasion.  The  usual  song  consisted  of  about  10-12  chips,  the  first  five-or-six 
being  delivered  at  a  slower  rate  than  the  remaining  ones.  The  whole  song 
lasted  2-2}  seconds.  It  w'as  not  until  several  weeks  later  that  the  bird  was  finally 
identified  from  the  recordings  of  its  song  and  by  comparison  with  sound  spectro¬ 
grams  as  an  Iberian  Chiffchaff. 

Both  observers  visited  the  area  on  subsequent  occasions  but  the  bird  was  not 
encountered  again. 

L.  A.  Batten,  B.T.O.,  Beech  Grove,  Tring,  Herts. 

J.  H.  Wood,  45  Links  Way,  Croxley  Green,  Herts. 
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The  Atlas  Project.  Atlas  fieldwork  finished  in  1972,  both  for  the  national  scheme 
run  by  the  British  Trust  for  Ornithology  and  our  own  more  detailed  study  by 
tetrads  in  the  London  area.  There  is  no  doubt  that,  over  the  country  as  a  whole, 
the  scheme  aroused  a  great  deal  of  interest  and  enthusiasm  and  coverage  exceeded 
original  expectations.  As  London  Regional  Representative  for  the  BTO,  I  should 
like  to  take  the  opportunity  of  thanking  all  contributors  of  Atlas  records  whose 
efforts  have  helped  to  make  the  project  such  a  success. 

For  the  London  area  we  have  collected  records  for  the  2x2  km.  sq.  (the 
tetrad)  and  have  accumulated  a  detailed  picture  of  bird  distribution  over  the 
most  built-up  and  densely  populated  part  of  the  country.  Although  much  of  the 
area  may  appear  to  human  eyes  to  be  relatively  unattractive  to  birds,  there  are 
nevertheless  breeding  season  records  for  over  100  species  and  the  results  of  the 
survey  should  be  a  useful  addition  to  our  knowledge  of  birds  in  a  largely  man¬ 
made  environment. 

During  the  last  few  months  we  have  been  collecting  the  remaining  records  and, 
while  we  are  all  keen  to  see  the  final  results,  I  am  sure  you  will  appreciate  that  it 
is  going  to  take  some  time  before  we  can  go  to  press.  At  this  stage  though,  we 
would  like  to  record  our  gratitude  to  the  many  observers  throughout  the  London 
area  for  the  tremendous  amount  of  work  that  has  gone  into  the  project,  and 
particularly  to  the  square  organisers  for  relieving  us  of  some  of  the  administra¬ 
tion.  Not  all  our  helpers  have  been  members  of  the  LNHS  and  we  have  been 
greatly  assisted  by  members  of  surrounding  Societies  with  whose  areas  we 
overlap.  It  is  still  our  intention,  if  possible,  to  publish  the  results  as  a  book  and, 
at  the  time  of  writing  this  note,  we  are  discussing  the  idea  with  a  publishing  house. 
Apart  from  drawing  the  maps  and  writing  the  text,  a  book  has  to  go  through 
numerous  stages  before  publication  and  at  the  moment  we  hesitate  to  forecast 
when  it  will  appear.  We  hope  the  delay  will  not  prove  to  be  too  long  and  that  the 
result  will  fully  justify  the  effort  that  everyone  has  put  into  it. 

David  J.  Montier,  6  Cloonmore  Avenue,  Orpington,  Kent,  BR6  9LF. 
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to  previous  London  Bird  Reports 


LBR:36  1971 

Correction.  Introduction,  p.l,  line  9  should  read  ‘between  1909  and 
1971  .  . 

Correction.  Wildfowl,  p.10,  line  11  should  read  ‘1971  records  .  . 

7  Slavonian  Grebe 

E  Nazeing  Marsh  G.P.,  one  from  Apr.  1st  to  May  8th  (drm). 

70  Goosander 

S  Richmond  Park,  maximum  six  on  Jan.  23rd  (fgmcc) 

84  Mute  Swan 

H  Correction.  Delete  ‘Whippendell  Woods’,  insert  ‘Cassiobury 
Park’. 

145  Snipe 

S  Correction.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  date  should  read 
Sept.  15th. 

273  Shore  Lark 

B  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  from  Dec.  22nd.  stayed  in  the  area  until 
Apr.  1st,  1972  (cdrh,  eeg,  alp). 

379  Water/Rock  Pipit 

M  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  one  unsubspecifically 
identified  flying  over  on  Dec.  4th  (dab#). 

384  Great  Grey  Shrike 

M  Bushy  Park,  one  on  Mar.  14th  (L.  Dickensen  per  mjw). 


LBR:35  1970 

193/6  Skua  sp. 

S  Barnes,  one  on  Aug.  24th  (jgf). 

207  Little  Gull 

Correction.  P.33,  line  1,  ‘miniature’  should  read  ‘immature’. 

384  Great  Grey  Shrike 

K  Sundridge,  one  on  Dec.  6th  (kbr). 


LBR:34  1969 

74  Ruddy  Shelduck 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  1st,  presumably  an  escape  (rah). 
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400  Serin 

K  Sevenoaks,  a  pair  on  July  13th  &  20th  (F.  &  S.  Hammond 
et  al.).  Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 


LBR:32  1967 

165  Greenshank 

M  Brent  Res.,  26  flew  over  just  after  dawn  on  Aug.  8th  (lab). 

LBR:3!  1966 

54  Red-crested  Pochard 

M  Brent  Res.,  three  on  Sept.  18th,  presumably  escapes  (lab). 


LBR:30  1965 

73  Sfaeldiick 

M  Brent  Res.,  29  on  Feb.  27th  (agv). 

121  Spotted  Crake 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  calling  in  April  (pjw);  several  calling 
during  June  and  July  (amh  et  al.).  See  LBR  34:86-88. 


LBR:29  1964 

121  Spotted  Crake 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  at  least  four  present  and  calling  from  early 
June  to  Aug.  1st  (jg,pjs,amh,adp  et  al.).  See  LBR  34:86-88. 


LBR:28  1963 

105  Peregrine 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  July  28th  (kbr). 

121  Spotted  Crake 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  calling  during  the  summer  ( per  amh). 


LBR:27  1962 

70  Goosander 

M  Correction.  Brent  Res.,  65,  not  60,  on  Dec.  30th. 
78b  Pink-footed  Goose 

M  Correction.  Brent  Res.,  date  should  read  Jan.  5th. 
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LBR:25  1960 

105  Peregrine 

K  Sevenoaks,  two  flew  NE  on  Apr.  10th;  one  over  pits  on  Aug. 
31st  (kbr). 

279  Raven 

K  Sevenoaks,  two  flew  W  on  July  2nd  (kbr). 


LBR:23  1958 

121  Spotted  Crake 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  Apr.  30th  (kbr). 


LBR:21  1956 

71  Smew 

M  Correction.  Brent  Res.,  144,  not  104,  on  Feb.  28th,  the  largest 
flock  recorded  in  the  London  Area. 

86  Bewick's  Swan 

M  Correction.  Brent  Res.,  last  date  should  read  Apr.  30th,  not 
Mar.  28th. 

252  Nightjar 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  during  August,  exact  date  unknown  (lab,jl). 
265  Wryneck 

M  Brent  Res.,  a  migrant  on  Sept.  3rd  (lab). 


LBR:15  1950 

316  Ruddy  Shelduck 

•• 

M  Brent  Res.,  date  should  read  May  9th,  not  Apr.  10th.  The 
record  remains  in  square  brackets. 


Notes  for  Contributors 


Papers  or  short  notes  concerning  the  ornithology  of  the  London  Area  are 
welcomed,  and  should  be  submitted  in  typescript  to  the  Editor  (address  on  page  1 ) 
by  February  1st  for  publication  in  the  same  year.  Contributors  are  asked  to 
study  these  notes  with  care,  to  save  themselves  and  the  Editor  unnecessary  work 
in  revision  of  manuscripts. 

As  a  general  guide  to  presentation  and  layout,  authors  should  consult  examples 
in  this  and  earlier  issues,  and  they  are  asked  to  give  special  attention  to  the 
following: 

English  names  of  species  should  have  capital  initials  for  each  word,  except 
after  a  hyphen  (e.g.  Reed  Bunting,  Black-headed  Gull),  but  group  names 
should  not  (e.g.  buntings,  gulls). 

Scientific  names  should  be  underlined,  but  not  in  brackets,  immediately 
after  the  first  mention  of  the  English  name,  although  it  may  sometimes  be 
more  convenient  to  list  them  in  an  appendix. 

Dates  should  be  in  the  form  Apr.  28th,  1974. 

Reference  lists,  and  their  use  in  the  text,  should  follow  the  examples  in  this 
or  previous  issues. 

Tables  and  Figures  should  be  on  separate  sheets,  clearly  numbered.  Line 
drawings  should  be  in  indian  ink  on  good  quality  white  drawing  paper, 
preferably  larger  than  the  size  finally  intended.  Captions  should  be 
submitted  separately,  and  lettering  on  maps,  diagrams,  etc.,  may  be  pencilled 
on  an  overlay  as  these  can  be  set  up  by  the  printer. 

Standard  base  maps  of  the  Society’s  recording  area  for  plotting  ringing 
recoveries,  distributions,  etc.,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Editor  with  instructions 
for  their  use. 

Manuscripts  should  be  typed  with  double  spacing  and  a  wide  margin  provided 
on  the  lefthand  side.  Only  italics  should  be  indicated  by  underlining. 

Galley  proofs  will  be  sent  to  the  author  for  checking,  but  only  essential  corrections 
can  be  made  at  this  stage. 

Up  to  25  free  reprints  of  papers  will  be  supplied  on  request. 
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Introduction 

In  the  last  fifteen  years  a  number  of  important  measures  have  been  introduced 
to  reduce  environmental  pollution  in  our  area.  Recently  we  have  witnessed  the 
return  of  birdlife  to  the  tidal  reaches  of  the  Thames  as  a  result  of  increased 
oxygen  levels  in  the  river.  An  earlier  measure  was  the  introduction  and  imple* 
mentation  of  the  Clean  Air  Acts,  particularly  in  Central  London,  which  led  to 
the  gradual  removal  of  much  of  the  domestic  and  industrial  smoke  from  our 
skies.  Rightly  or  wrongly,  a  number  of  politicians  have  spoken  of  ‘increases’  in 
London’s  breeding  birds  and  attributed  these  to  a  reduction  of  aerial  pollution, 
but  often  without  evidence.  With  this  in  mind,  we  particularly  welcome  the 
publication  in  this  issue  of  the  London  Bird  Report  of  a  major  paper  by  Stanley 
Cramp  on  the  changes  that  have  taken  place  in  the  status  of  insectivorous 
breeding  species  in  Inner  London  since  1956.  Here,  we  feel,  is  a  definitive  and 
authoritative  appraisal  of  the  evidence. 

Three  other  papers  of  importance  to  London  birdwatchers  also  appear  in  this 
issue.  Peter  Oliver  summarizes  and  analyses  the  population  fluctuations, of 
Heronries  in  the  London  Area  since  1955.  Peter  Strangeman  presents  the 
results  of  his  research  into  the  distribution  and  densities  of  breeding  species 
at  Fulham  Palace.  Finally,  David  Montier  briefs  us  on  the  1975  Census  of 
Rookeries. 

We  are  grateful  not  only  to  these  writers,  but  also  to  the  photographers  who 
contributed  to  this  issue:  Mrs  H.  Morris  for  her  Tawny  Owl:  Alan  Parker  for 
his  excellent  Herons  and  Coal  Tit :  and  Jack  Bailey  for  the  Spoonbill  that  graces 
our  cover. 

K.C.O. 


A  Review  of  the  Year 

During  1973,  211  species  were  recorded  in  the  London  Area  (discounting  feral 
pigeons  and  obvious  ‘escapes’):  105  species  bred,  89  occurred  as  passage  migrants 
or  winter  visitors,  and  17  as  rare  vagrants  or  accidentals. 

Three  new  breeding  records  were  set  by  Lapwing,  Ringed  Plover  and  Little 
Ringed  Plover,  all  three  of  which  bred  in  Inner  London  for  the  first  time. 

RARE  AND  UNUSUAL  SPECIES 

Of  the  rarities  seen  in  1973,  pride  of  place  went  to  an  American  stint — a  first 
mainland  record  for  Britain.  This  was  an  adult  Western  Sandpiper,  first  identified 
by  Keith  Noble  on  July  21st  at  Rainham  Marsh,  Essex.  Only  three  Western 
Sandpipers  have  previously  been  recorded  in  the  British  Isles — one  on  Fair  Isle 
and  two  in  Eire. 
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Other  rarities  included  Leach’s  Petrel  (in  Inner  London),  Spoonbills  (5th  and 
6th  records),  American  Wigeon  (1st  record)  and  Crane  (3rd  record).  Unusual 
birds-of-prey  were  Rough-legged  Buzzard,  Hen  Harrier,  Osprey  and  Peregrine, 
whilst  rare  waders  included  Pectoral  Sandpiper  and  Avocets.  Three  Mediterra¬ 
nean  Gulls  were  seen  (bringing  the  total  to  ten),  also  a  White-winged  Black  Tern 
(13th  record).  Spotted  Crakes  were  recorded  in  spring  and  autumn,  and  there 
were  five  Hoopoes  including  one  in  Inner  London  in  November.  Long-eared 
Owls  stayed  to  breed,  but  unfortunately  lost  their  young. 

Of  passerines,  unusual  species  were  Melodious  Warbler  (3rd  record),  Dartford 
Warbler  and  Red-breasted  Flycatcher  (5th  record).  A  Woodchat  Shrike  (8th 
record)  was  found  dead,  and  other  rarities  included  a  Serin  (3rd  record)  and  a 
Lapland  Bunting  (5th  record).  Again  Woodlarks  remained  scarce  (three  winter 
records  only),  and  only  two  pairs  of  Red-backed  Shrikes  and  one  pair  of  Wrynecks 
bred.  A  few  Crossbills  were  seen,  but  Bearded  Tits  were  notably  widespread  in 
autumn  and  winter,  and  Twite  again  wintered  on  the  Thames  marshes. 

WEATHER  SUMMARY 

During  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  the  weather  was  rather  mild.  But 
winter  rainfall  was  the  lowest  for  nine  years,  and  this  affected  the  levels  of  lakes 
and  reservoirs.  In  contrast,  April  was  unexpectedly  cool,  with  cold  winds  and 
above-average  rainfall.  May  quickly  regained  the  warmth  of  spring  and,  after 
some  early  storms,  the  weather  became  more  settled.  From  June  a  long,  fine 
summer  set  in,  lasting  until  late  September.  October  eventually  broke  the  spell 
with  wintry  gales  and  heavy  rain.  November  was  cool  and  equally  unsettled 
and  wet.  December  began  rather  wet  and  cold,  but  turned  milder  towards  the 
end  of  the  year. 

MIGRATION  AND  MOVEMENTS 

The  beginning  of  the  year  contributed  few  movements,  except  for  returning 
flocks  of  finches,  thrushes  and  Lapwings.  In  the  adverse  conditions  of  April, 
summer  migrants  were  late  in  arriving.  The  autumn  passage  was  equally 
disappointing  in  the  clear  days  of  August,  but  September  was  better.  In  October 
there  were  numerous  flocks  of  incoming  Redwings,  Fieldfares  and  Woodpigeons, 
but  the  only  cold-weather  movement  was  in  late  November,  when  large  flocks  of 
Lapwings  wsre  disturbed  by  snow  in  the  north. 


RECORDING  ARRANGEMENTS 
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Recording  Arrangements 

The  Society’s  recording  area  is  bounded  by  a  circle  of  20  miles  radius  centred  on 
St.  Paul’s  Cathedral.  Within  the  area  the  original  county  boundaries  are  used 
for  recording  purposes,  rather  than  the  new,  administrative  county  boundaries. 
All  records  of  interest  are  welcome  from  members  and  non-members,  and  these 
should  be  sent  direct  to  the  appropriate  recorder. 


.PAUL’S 


It  will  assist  the  speedy  entering  of  records  if  the  Society’s  recording  sheets 
are  used  and  these  are  available  from  the  recorders  on  request.  Please  complete 
these  sheets  in  the  order  used  in  the  London  Bird  Report,  and  submit  them 
in  August  for  the  period  from  January  to  July,  and  in  early  January  for  August  to 
December.  In  the  case  of  localities  which  are  regularly  watched  it  is  often  more 
convenient  to  submit  a  summary  of  observations  under  a  species  rather  than  a 
long  list  of  dates  and  numbers. 
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Please  submit  copies  of  field  notes  for  the  species  indicated  below,  using  a 
separate  sheet  of  paper  for  each  species.  If  the  species  is  also  one  which  should  be 
considered  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee  (see  list  in  British  Birds, 
Vol.  67,  No.  8,  Aug.  1974,  pages  347-8),  please  send  your  notes  to  that  Committee 
as  soon  as  possible,  and  send  the  recorder  a  copy,  advising  him  that  the  record 
has  been  sent  to  B.B.  Do  not  wait  until  you  submit  your  record  sheets. 


All  rare  species 

All  out  of  season  migrants. 

All  divers 
Slavonian  Grebe. 

Red-necked  and  Black-necked 
Grebes  except  at  regular 
haunts. 

Petrels  and  shearwaters 
Gannet  and  Shag 
Herons  other  than  Grey 
All  bitterns 

Scaup,  Ferruginous  Duck,  Long¬ 
tailed  Duck,  Velvet  Scoter  and 
female  Red-breasted  Merganser* 

All  geese  except  Canada 
Whooper  and  Bewick’s  Swans 
All  birds  of  prey  except  Kestrel 
Quail 

Rails  and  crakes,  except  Water 
Rail,  Moorhen  and  Coot 

All  waders  of  irregular  occurrence 
All  skuas 

All  gulls  of  irregular  occurrence 
including  Glaucous,  Iceland  and 
Kittiwake. 

Little  Gull  away  from  regular 
haunts* 


All  terns  except  Common  and 
Black 

All  auks 

Long-eared  and  Short-eared  Owls 

Wryneck  outside  regular  haunts 

Woodlark 

Willow  Tit  away  from  regular 
haunts 

Bearded  Tit  or  Reedling 

Ring  Ouzel 

Unusual  warblers 

Firecrest 

Races  of  Anthus  spinoletta  other 
than  Rock  Pipit  and  Water  Pipit 
at  regular  localities* 

White  Wagtail  in  autumn 

Races  or  hybrids  of  Motacilla  flava 
other  than  Yellow  Wagtail 
M. f flavissima 

Wax  wing 

All  shrikes 

Twite,  Crossbill;  Cirl,  Lapland 
and  Snow  Buntings 

*  Amended  since  last  year 


Records  of  the  above  species  are  currently  considered  by  the  Records 
Committee  before  being  accepted  for  publication  in  the  London  Bird  Report. 
All  records  published  in  the  Systematic  List  must  stand  the  scrutiny  not  only  , 
of  readers  today  but  also  those  who  may  refer  to  the  L.B.R.  in  the  future,  all 
of  whom  have  the  right  to  presume  that  records  are  based  entirely  on  correct 
identification  supported  by  evidence.  It  should  be  stressed  that  inclusion  in  the 
above  list  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  a  detailed  and  lengthy  description  is 
needed:  brief  notes  will  often  be  acceptable  for  the  more  regular  species,  or  those 
of  particularly  diagnostic  appearance.  However  such  brief  descriptions  should 
always  include  duration  and  distance  of  observation,  and  also  contain  relevant 
remarks  on,  for  example,  diagnostic  call-notes  or  plumage  marks  noted,  or  the 
observer’s  previous  experience  of  the  species. 
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RECORDS  COMMITTEE 

P.  J.  OLIVER,  Chairman  L.  BAKER,  Secretary 

P.  A.  D.  HOLLOM,  P.  J.  GRANT,  K.  C.  OSBORNE,  F.  H.  JONES, 
and  the  Recorders : 


Inner  London  .  D.  A.  Boyd,  35  Clifton  Place,  Sussex 

Square,  London,  W.2. 

Bucks,  and  Middx .  F.  M.  Gauntlett,  55  Larkfield  Avenue, 

Kenton,  Harrow,  Middx.,  HA3  8NQ. 

Essex  .  K.  Noble,  48  Coolgardie  Avenue, 

Chigwell,  Essex. 

Herts.  .  J.  D.  Magee,  138  Baldwins  Lane, 

Croxley  Green,  Rickmansworth,  Herts., 
WD3  3LJ. 

Surrey .  B.  A.  Marsh,  19  Grasmere  Avenue, 

Kingston  Vale,  London,  SW15  3RB. 

Kent  .  J.  D.  Hook,  2  Manor  View,  Beckenham, 

Kent,  BR3  1AD. 


Note: — Records  for  the  River  Thames  should  be  treated  as  occurring  in  the 
county  bordering  the  river  to  the  south,  i.e.  in  Surrey  or  Kent. 
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Lea  Valley  Projects  Group 

Middle  Thames  Natural  History  Society 

Kent  Ornithological  Society* 

Surrey  Bird  Club* 

*Local  records  have  been  accepted  on  the  recommendations  of  the  respective  Records  Committees. 
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Contributors  to  the  Systematic  List 


J.  K.  Adams 
W.  M.  Adams 

R.  E.  Alderton 
M.  S.  Andrews 

B.  P.  Austen 

J.  W.  P.  Bacon 

J.  A.  Bailey 

S.  Baillie  (SBe) 

L.  Baker 

D.  Ball  (db/) 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Barker 

K.  Barrett 

L.  A.  Batten 

P.  A.  Baumber  (pabz*) 

M.  C.  Baxter 
Beddington  Ringing 

Station  (brs) 

D.  Belsey 
J.  Benson 
Dr.  G.  Beven 
J.  R.  Bexley 

R.  Bickford  (rb d) 

M.  Biggs 

B.  Bland 

R.  M.  Blindell 
P.  F.  Bonham 

A.  J.  Boosey 

R.  Bosanquet 

G.  Boucher  (GBr) 

S.  G.  E.  Boucher 
J.  J.  Bowley 

D.  A.  Boyd 

T.  E.  Brand 
P.  A.  Briggs 

S.  Brittan 
Miss  P.  Brown 
D.  Bull 

T.  E.  Burn 

R.  W.  Burrows 
G.  G.  Cambell 

C.  P.  Carpenter 
W.  D.  Carpenter 

J.  Carter 

R.  J.  Chandler 

A.  G.  Channer 
G.  M.  Chapman 

D.  M.  Charles-Edwards 
D.  K.  Chesterman  \ 

V.  H.  Clark 

C.  R.  A.  Clegg 

K.  Collett 

Dr.  R.  E.  Collins 

M.  Conroy 
G.  Cooper 

S.  Cooper  (scr) 

G.  B.  Corbet 

L.  W.  Cornelius 

S.  Cox  (sex) 

C.  S.  Crace 

S.  Cramp 

R.  Curtis 

W.  H.  Dady 
J.  Dalgleish 

T.  &  G.  Dallimore 

A.  Dark 

W.  J.  Darter 
Dartford  Ringing 
Group (drg) 

B.  R.  Davies 
G.  Davies 

Mrs.  P.  M.  Dawe 

C.  H.  Dean 

N.  Dean 

T.  J.  Dee 

M.  Degenhardt 


M.  K.  Dennis 

I.  Dodd 

F.  L.  Dodds 

E.  A.  Duffield 
P.  J.  Duffield 
C.  K.  Dunkley 
Mrs.  P.  O.  Dunkley 

F.  C.  Dunn 

J.  R.  East 

A.  M.  Edwards 

G.  D.  Elcombe 
Epping  Forest  Group 

RSPB  (efg) 

Essex  Birdwatching  & 
Pres.  Soc.  (ebwps) 

P.  Ewins 
M.  R.  Farmer 
Mrs.  J.  F.  Farrant 

C.  Fentiman 
J.  Fitzpatrick 

R.  H.  B.  Forster 

E.  W.  Forty 
Mrs.  T.  Forty 

B.  Fowler 

A.  D.  Fox 
M.  T.  Fox 

H.  J.  Freeman 
M.  Freeman 

J.  F.  French  (jff/z) 

O.  B.  J.  French 
E.  M.  Fuller 

J.  B.  Galton 

R.  J.  Gardner 

S.  Gale 

P.  D.  Gann 

S.  J.  Gatley 
G.  V.  Geiger 

A.  H.  Gibson 

D.  C.  Gilbert 

E.  H.  Gillham 

B.  Goater 

R.  Goater 

K.  A.  J.  Gold 
Mrs.  L.  E.  Gold 
Mrs.  P.  Goldsmith 
G.  Goodman 

G.  C.  Gore 

M.  G.  Gotts 
P.  J.  Grant 
V.  A.  Green 

S.  Greenwood 
J.  Gregory 

D.  Griffin 

C.  E.  M.  Griffiths 

C.  Ftaken  (ch/z) 

R.  D.  Harbird 

A.  J.  Harris  (AJHi-) 

D.  Harris 

G.  C.  D.  Harrison 
J.  G.  Harrison 
P.  F.  Harrison 
C.  D.  Heard 
A.  W.  P.  Hearn 

J.  Henderson  (jhzz) 

K.  J.  Herber 
Herts.  Nat.  Hist.  Soc. 

(hnhs) 

N.  D.  Hewitt 
J.  Hickman 
Miss  L.  Higgins 
C.  S.  Hill 

P.  R.  Hipkin 
R.  Hoadley 
M.  M.  Hoather 
P.  Hogg 


A.  J.  Holcombe 
Miss  R.  W.  Hollins 

C.  Holme 

F.  J.  Holroyde 
J.  D.  Hook 
J.  Hughesden  (jhh) 

L.  R.  Hunt 

D.  Hunter  (DHr) 

D.  J.  Hunter 

R.  A.  Husband 
W.  R.  Ingram 

M.  Janes 

S.  E. Javes 

I.  G.  Johnson 

J.  Keith 

E.  T.  W.  Kemp 
R.  H.  Kettle 

C.  Kightley 
M.  King 
M.  S.  King 

M.  D.  Kingswell 
Mrs.  E.  W.  Krebs 

J.  Landells 

M.  C.  Langdon 
W.  G.  Last 

Lea  Valley  Projects 
Group  (lvpg) 

R.  G.  Lees 
R.  Leighton 

N.  Lewis 

Miss  A.  Lightfoot 

D.  A.  Lilliman 

K.  S.  Lodge 

N.  L.  London 
P.  B.  Lowe 

J.  S.  Lyes 

F.  G.  McColl 

P.  Maclaurin  (pmzz) 

D.  McNeil  (dm/) 

J.  D.  Magee 
Mrs.  M.  M.  Magee 
J.  W.  Malster 

I.  G.  Manklow 

G.  E.  L.  Manley 
Maple  Cross  Ringing 

Group  (mcrg) 

A.  Marlow 

B.  A.  Marsh 
D.  Martin 
P.  Martin 

M.  J.  Massey 

N.  Matthews 
A.  May 

J.  V.  Mead 
A.  Merriott 

K.  D.  Metcalf 

K.  D.  G.  Mitchell 
D.  J.  Montier 

H.  M.  Mopnet 
K.  W.  Morris 

G.  F.  A.  Munns 
D.  E.  Munson 
P.  Naylor 

T.  Neal 

R.  S.  Newton 
A.  M.  Nisbet 
K.  Noble 
G.  Oels 

C.  Ogston 
P.  J.  Oliver 
Mrs.  A.  Orr 

K.  C.  Osborne 
A.  R.  J.  Paine 
K.  H.  Palmer 
A.  C.  Parker 


D.  Parr 

Mrs.  J.  D.  Parr 

K.  W.  Parsley 

J.  Penry- Jones  (jp-j) 

D.  J.  Pezet 
W.  J.  Pigram 
J.  M.  Pinder 
Mrs.  J.  Pope 
M.  P.  Powell 
R.  W.  Pratt 

A.  F.  Pursey 

B.  E.  Reid 
Mrs.  L.  Riddick 

L.  F.  Rogers 

M.  J.  Rogers 
Ruislip  Nat.  Hist.  Soc. 

(rnhs) 

Rye  Meads  Ringing 
Group  (rmrg) 

R.  F.  Sanderson 
Miss  G.  M.  Savage 

I.  Saville 

M.  J.  Schickner 
A.  W.  Scopes 
A.  Scott 
M.  R.  VV.  Sell 
Mrs.  I.  Shaw 
Mrs.  I.  Shemmings 
M.  Sime 

E.  Simms 
P.  Sims 

T.  A.  H.  Slack 

T.  Smeeton 
A.  J.  Smith 
Miss  B.  Smith 

J.  T.  Smith 
R.  E.  Smith 

T.  Smith 
Mrs.  L.  Snow 

T.  Spall 

Miss  K.  Springett 
Miss  J.  M.  Stainton 
P.  J.  Stead 

P.  J.  Strangeman  (pjs/z) 

A.  G.  Street 
J.  Summers 
T.  Swift 

J.  C.  Symes 
M.  Symes 
Sir  C.  Symonds 
Miss  C.  M.  Taylor 
J.  Templeman 

J.  R.  Thomlinson 

K.  V.  Thomsett 
J.  C.  Treadgold 
J.  E.  Tregenna 
R.  Unite 

Mrs.  B.  M.  E.  Unsworth 

E.  Venis 
W.  A.  Vickers 
P.  Vines 

B.  Wallis 

Prof.  E.  H.  Warmington 
Mrs.  P.  Washer 
D.  Washington 
Miss  P.  Watford  (pw d) 

A.  J.  Watson 

B.  R.  Watts 
Miss  I.  J.  Webb 
M.  G.  Wells 
M.  J.  Wells 

D.  R.  West 
J.  J.  Wheatley 

C.  A.  White 

C.  J.  White 


Corrigendum.  In  the  List  of  Contributors  above,  alternative  initials  are 
shown  against  observers’  names  whose  initials  coincide.  Unfortunately  a  com¬ 
plete  list  of  contributors  was  not  available  when  the  Systematic  List  (pages  7-64) 
was  compiled.  The  editor  therefore  apologises  if  some  contributors’  initials 
still  appear  incorrectly  in  the  Systematic  List.  Any  significant  corrections  should 
be  notified  to  the  editor  for  inclusion  in  the  next  London  Bird  Report. 
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A  REPORT  OF  THE  BIRD  LIFE  WITHIN  TWENTY  MILES 
OF  ST.  PAUL’S  CATHEDRAL 

In  this  report  the  sequence  of  orders  and  families  follows  that  of  the  Wetmore 
classification.  The  arrangement  of  genera  and  species  within  each  family  is  the 
same  as  that  used  in  the  Checklist  of  the  Birds  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
(BOU,  1952);  but  the  nomenclature  is  that  of  A  Species  List  of  British  &  Irish 
Birds  (BTO,  1971),  in  which  the  full  scientific  names  will  also  be  found. 

For  easy  reference,  the  species  are  numbered,  using  numbers  from  the  1952 
Checklist;  but  additions  since  1952  remain  unnumbered  and  have  been  placed 
in  the  generic  sequence  of  the  1971  Species  List. 

Initials  after  records  refer  to  the  observers  whose  names  will  be  found  in  the 
list  of  contributors  on  page  6. 

The  six  counties  within  the  circle  of  20  miles  radius  are  indicated  by  their 
initials — E= Essex;  H= Herts.;  M  =  Middlesex;  B= Bucks.;  K=Kent;  S= 
Surrey.  The  following  abbreviations  are  also  used:  LBR= London  Bird 
Report;  G.P.= Gravel  Pit;  Res. = Reservoir;  S.F.= Sewage  Farm;  S.P.=Sand 
Pit;  N,E,S,  and  W,  are  used  for  the  cardinal  points  of  the  compass;  mo=many 
observers. 

An  open  map  of  the  London  Area  will  be  found  useful  for  a  full  appreciation 
of  many  of  the  records.  As  the  history  of  some  species  is  intended  to  be  con¬ 
tinuous,  reference  to  the  Society’s  book  The  Birds  of  the  London  Area ,  and  to 
the  systematic  lists  of  previous  issues  of  the  LBR.  is  recommended. 


2  Great  Northern  Diver 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  the  two  already  present  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
stayed  until  March  10th,  and  one  remained  until  May  5th  (jf,ead,pjd). 

4  Red-throated  Diver 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  on  March  25th  (jf). 

K  Thames  at  Long  Reach  (Dartford),  one  on  March  31st  (drg). 

5  Great  Crested  Grebe 

The  September  wildfowl  count  was,  as  usual,  the  highest  of  the  year  and  at 
741  was  more  than  double  the  comparable  count  for  1972,  principally 
because  of  counts  of  213  at  King  George  VI  Res.,  and  140  at  Queen  Mary 
Res.  The  highest  counts  at  these  localities  were  231  (Sept.  7th)  and  170 
(Oct.  13th)  respectively.  There  were  250  at  Staines  Res.  on  Aug.  24th,  but 
the  only  other  counts  in  excess  of  100  were  at  Hilfield  Park  Res.  on  Nov. 
30th  (112)  and  Dec.  15th  (135). 

Breeding  season  records  of  pairs  are  given  below : 

E  Dagenham  Chase  (2);  Hainault  Lake  (2);  Walthamstow  Res.  (7). 
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H  Aldenham  Res.  (1) ;  Broxbourne  G.P.  (1) ;  Cheshunt  G.Ps.  (10) ;  Elstree  Res. 
(2);  Frogmore  G.P.  (2);  Hampermill  Lake  (1);  Helicon  G.P.  (2);  Hilfield 
Park  Res.  (2);  Pynesfield  G.P.  (1);  Stocker’s  Lake  (2). 

M  Alexandra  Park  (1);  Brent  Res.  (1);  Canons  Park  (3);  Denham  Lock  (5); 
Hampstead  Heath  (3);  Highgate  Ponds  (1);  Osterley  Park  (1);  Springwell 
Lake  (1);  Trent  Park  (1);  Wood  Green  Res.  (1).  Inner  London:  single 
pairs  again  nested  in  Regents  Park  (rearing  one  young)  and  in  Kensington 
Gardens  (four  young  reared  at  the  second  attempt). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.  (1). 

K  Darenth  Valley  (6),  precise  area  of  count  not  stated;  Ruxley  G.P.  (2); 
Sevenoaks  G.P.  (9),  six  being  successful;  Stone  G.P.  (1). 

5  Gatton  Lake  (1);  Holmethorpe  G.P.  (3);  Oxshott  Brickworks  (1);  Rich¬ 
mond  Park  (2);  Wimbledon  Park  (2). 

6  Red-necked  Grebe 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  from  Dec.  15th  to  the  end  of  the  year  (jf). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  11th  (gcg). 

7  Slavonian  Grebe 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  from  Oct.  14th  to  Nov.  25th  (jf,efg).  Girling 
Res.,  two  on  Dec.  2nd  (jf). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  up  to  four  on  various  dates  from  Mar.  1 1th  to  Apr.  15th 
(gcg,mdk,pjo),  one  on  Dec.  9th  (pjo,pjs«).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  6th 
(wav),  two  on  Oct.  6th  (pn),  singles  on  Oct.  14th,  21st  and  22nd  (gde,pe, 
mrf,fm,wgm). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Dec.  31st  (cdh). 

8  Black-necked  Grebe 

E  Girling  Res.,  two  on  Jan.  12th  and  from  Jan.  28th  to  Mar.  11th  (kb,jf), 
two  from  Oct.  10th  to  Nov.  25th,  four  on  Nov.  29th,  and  three  from  Dec. 
2nd  into  1974  (kb,pab,jf). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  from  Sept.  13th  to  16th,  with  an  additional  one  on 
14th  (hnhs,mmh,jdm,ehw,lkw)  ;  one  on  Oct.  9th  (hnhs). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  April  14th  (kvt).  King  George  VI  Res.,  present  on 
various  dates  from  Jan.  28th  to  Mar.  31st,  with  a  maximum  of  four  on  Mar. 
24th  (fm,ap),  and  again  on  numerous  dates  from  Aug.  9th  to  Oct.  20th, 
with  maxima  of  five  on  Oct.  14th  and  20th  (ap).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  two  on 
Oct.  6th  (hrg).  Staines  Res.,  recorded  by  numerous  observers  on  many 
dates  up  to  April  3rd  (max.  five  on  Mar.  19th),  and  from  July  16th  to  the 
end  of  the  year  (max.  25  on  Sept.  23rd).  Wraysbury  Res.,  singles  from 
Aug.  27th  to  29th  and  on  Dec.  3rd  (cdh). 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  Dec.  14th  and  15th  (jc,gcdh,jgh). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  three  from  Mar.  11th  to  18th,  one  of  which  stayed  until 
22nd  (wjd,mdk,fm,pjs«)  ;  one  on  July  31st  (mdk).  Island  Barn  Res.,  one 
on  Dec.  29th  (dp).  Walton  Res.,  singles  on  Sept.  16th  and  Oct.  7th  (co). 

9  Little  Grebe 

Definite  breeding  localities  are  in  italics  with  the  number  of  pairs  in  brackets ; 
counts  of  20  or  more  and  a  summary  of  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Dagenham  Chase  (3);  Hainault  Forest  (1);  Walthamstow  Res.  (3). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.  (2);  Frogmore  (1);  Hilfield  Park  Res.  (1). 
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M  Brent  Res.  (2),  24  on  Sept.  16th  (gvg),  28  on  Oct.  6th  (jhw);  Staines 
Moor  (1). 

Inner  London:  singles  on  Mar.  9th  and  15th  in  Hyde  Park/Kensington 
Gardens,  and  on  various  dates  outside  the  breeding  season  in  Hyde  Park, 
Kensington  Gardens,  Regents  Park,  St.  James’s  Park  and  Victoria  Park. 

K  Beckenham,  Kelsey  Park  (1);  Crossness  S.F.  (2);  Lullingstone,  25  on  Jan. 

27th  (jgh,jc);  Ruxley  (2),  29  on  Jan.  29th  (sjg,ts). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.  (1);  Esher ,  Black  Pond  (1);  Godstone  (1);  Holmethorpe  G.P. 
(1);  Kew  Gardens  (1);  Reigate  (1);  Richmond  Park ,  Pen  Ponds  (1). 

Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  two  on  Jan.  27th,  one  on  Apr.  6th,  and 
present  on  many  dates  from  August  to  the  end  of  the  year,  with  a  maximum 
of  eight  on  Dec.  1st  (rea,tw). 

12  Leach’s  Petrel 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  one  on  Nov.  13th  (dab). 

There  have  been  at  least  27  records  of  this  species  this  century,  but  this  is 
the  first  for  Inner  London. 

27  Gannet 

K  Thames  at  Woolwich  Ferry,  a  first-summer  bird  flew  upriver  on  May  30th 

(PJG,JGH,PH,EN,JS). 

28  Cormorant 

Widely  reported  in  all  months,  but  most  numerous  to  the  west  of  London. 
A  summary  of  the  larger  flocks  and  of  Inner  London  records  is  given. 

H  Tile  House  G.P.  50  on  Nov.  25th  (pjs«). 

M  Bushy  Park,  46  flying  over  on  Dec.  2nd  (mjw).  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  over 
50  on  several  dates  up  to  Mar.  2nd  (max.  88  on  Feb.  17th),  and  75  on  Dec. 
15th  (dkc,igj).  Wraysbury  Res.,  maxima  of  80  on  Jan.  20th  and  84  on 
Nov.  26th  (ch).  Inner  London:  early  morning  movements  were  again 
noted  over  Regents  Park  and  Hyde  Park  (max.  30  flying  S.W.  on  Dec.  15th) 
(dw,dab). 

S  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  maxima  at  roost  of  120  on  Jan.  20th  and  96  on 
Oct.  21st  (pbl,dp).  Walton  Res.,  maxima  of  42  on  March  18th  and  40  on 
Dec.  16th  (co,dg). 

29  Shag 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  up  to  four  on  several  dates  from  Oct.  13th  to  Dec. 
15th  (rl). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.  one  on  Feb.  18th  (hnhs). 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  Jan.  3rd  (jgh,jc). 

30  Grey  Heron 

Breeding  records  and  a  summary  of  Inner  London  occurrences  are  given. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  105  occupied  nests ;  this  is  the  largest  number  recorded 
to  date  at  this  locality. 

M  Inner  London:  seen  in  all  months  of  the  year,  most  reports  being  of  one  or 
two  birds  flying  over,  largely  in  areas  near  the  parks.  Regents  Park,  five 
pairs  bred.  Kempton  Park,  at  least  six  occupied  nests  (dp). 
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K  At  a  new  heronry  first  established  in  1968,  10  pairs  bred. 

S  Gatton  Park,  eight  occupied  nests.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  present 
from  early  April  until  the  end  of  the  year,  with  a  maximum  of  32  on  July 
16th  and  20th  (rea). 

38  Bittern 

H  Rye  House  Marsh  and  Rye  Meads,  singles  on  a  number  of  dates  throughout 
the  year  (rmrg,pm). 

42  Spoonbill 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  an  adult  on  June  15th  (rl). 

M  Staines  Moor,  a  sub-adult  on  Sept.  27th  and  28th  (jab).  A  photograph  of 
this  bird  appears  on  the  front  cover  of  this  report. 

These  comprise  the  fifth  and  sixth  records  for  the  London  Area.  The  first 
was  in  1961. 


WILDFOWL 

In  conformity  with  previous  years  the  species  accounts  commence  with 
comment  in  heavy  type  on  the  1973-74  winter.  The  mean  of  the  November 
to  February  counts  for  that  and  the  previous  four  seasons  are  shown  in 
Table  1,  together  with  the  peak  winter  count  for  those  species  where  a  mean 
is  considered  inappropriate. 


Table  1.  Monthly  wildfowl  counts — mean  of  November  to  February  counts, 

or  (in  italics)  peak  winter  counts. 


\ 

1969-70 

1970-71 

1971-72 

1972-73 

1973-74 

Mallard 

3,540 

2,909 

3,286 

2,860 

2,539* 

Teal 

1,157 

1,134 

880 

769 

605 

Gadwall 

56 

101 

107 

144 

137 

Wigeon 

120 

124 

119 

122 

116 

Shoveler 

229 

353 

374 

583 

498f 

Tufted  Duck 

3,923 

4,600 

4,790 

4,786 

4,589 

Pochard 

1,114 

2,180 

1,348 

1,805 

2,421 

Goldeneye 

108 

132 

141 

162 

134 

Goosander 

135 

49 

73 

99 

208 

Smew 

55 

29 

24 

25 

24 

*  incorporates  extrapolated  figures  equivalent  to  between  1 1  %  and  20  % 
in  each  month. 


t  incorporates  extrapolated  figure  equivalent  to  13%  in  one  month. 


It  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  figures  in  Table  1  relate  only  to  those  waters 
included  in  the  monthly  wildfowl  counts  and  they  do  not  therefore  represent 
more  than  an  index  of  population  trends.  Nevertheless,  taken  with  the 
numbers  of  wildfowl  counted  on  the  Thames,  they  give  a  measure  of  the 
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likely  scale  of  the  wildfowl  population  in  the  London  Area.  Thus  in 
January  1973  the  census  waters  and  the  maximum  lower  Thames  counts 
aggregated  about  18,000  and  in  December  the  figure  was  19,000.  The 
January  count  was  somewhat  lower  than  in  1972,  whereas  that  for  December 
was  markedly  higher  and,  allowing  for  the  large  number  of  localities 
carrying  ducks  but  not  included  in  these  figures,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
the  total  winter  wildfowl  population  in  the  London  Area  remains  in  excess 
of  20,000. 


The  sketch  map  of  the  lower  Thames  is  again  reproduced  showing  the 
names  of  the  localities  used  in  this  report.  Please  submit  all  records  to  the 
recorder  for  Kent  using  these  names,  as  this  greatly  simplifies  the  task  of 
analysis.  During  1973  the  previously-favoured  section  of  the  river  at 
Woolwich  was  reclaimed  as  part  of  the  Thamesmead  New  Town  develop¬ 
ment  and,  as  a  consequence,  lower  numbers,  especially  of  Pochard,  were 
to  be  seen  there.  Encouragingly,  however,  several  species  regularly 
penetrated  even  further  upriver  and  in  December  it  was  possible  to  see 
Shelduck  in  Blackwall  Reach  and  Pochard  in  large  numbers  in  the  Pool  of 
London,  spectacles  that  just  a  few  years  ago  would  have  seemed  totally 
impossible. 


45  Mallard 

1973-74.  See  Table  1.  Unfortunately  a  count  at  a  water  significant  for  this 
species  was  missed  in  each  winter  month,  so  the  index  figure  is  based  on 
unacceptably  large  extrapolations.  While  the  average  numbers  on  census 
waters  almost  certainly  declined  from  the  previous  season  the  index  figure 
cannot  necessarily  be  taken  to  reflect  the  extent  of  that  fall. 

1973.  Counts  of  over  300,  a  count  on  the  Thames  in  Inner  London  and 
breeding  concentrations  in  Inner  London  are  given. 
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M  Hampstead  Heath  and  Highgate  Ponds,  300-350  Jan.  to  Mar.  Inner 
London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  440  on  Jan.  14th,  385  on 
Feb.  19th,  455  on  Sept.  17th  and  390  on  Oct.  15th.  Regents  Park,  311  on 
Nov.  23rd.  At  least  20  broods  were  raised  in  Regents  Park  and  a  similar 
number  in  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens. 

K  Sevenoaks,  314  in  Nov.  Numbers  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Thames  are 
summarised  in  the  following  table  which  shows  the  winter  monthly  maxima 
for  localities  and  the  totals  for  the  river  counts  made  either  for  the  Estuaries 
Enquiry  or  from  launches  (whichever  the  greater).  Counts  of  ten  or  less 
are  not  shown. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Upper  Pool 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

96 

Lower  Pool 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

Limehouse  Reach 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

70 

75 

Greenwich  Reach 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Blackwall  Reach 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

50 

Bugsby’s  Reach 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Woolwich  Reach 

113 

— 

60 

— 

— 

— 

276 

Woolwich  Arsenal 

615 

— 

102 

— 

— 

— 

20 

Woolwich 

543 

— 

— 

300* 

— 

— 

120 

Barking 

450 

348 

279 

90 

— 

426 

200 

Crossness 

205 

— 

— 

— 

128 

225 

175 

Rainham 

166 

— 

11 

20 

— 

15 

81 

Erith 

40 

410 

20 

16 

24 

26 

— 

Dartford 

— 

— 

23 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Purfieet 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

Swanscombe 

100 

— 

19 

— 

14 

— 

32 

Thurrock 

67 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Max.  Thames 
Count 

1,490 

379 

296 

410 

420 

645 

*This  count  was  made  between  Upper  Pool  and  Woolwich. 

In  addition  between  250  and  350  were  counted  at  Crossness  S.F.  and  Pond 
between  Jan.  and  Mar. 

S  R.  Thames,  Putney  to  Barnes,  392  on  Jan.  14th,  448  on  Feb.  18th,  430  on 
Nov.  18th  and  350  on  Dec.  16th.  253  were  counted  from  a  launch  between 
Putney  and  London  Bridge  on  Feb.  7th. 

46  Teal 

1973-74.  See  Table  1.  Numbers  have  now  been  declining  for  six  seasons  and 
are  barely  more  than  half  the  figure  for  1968-69. 

1973.  Larger  counts  and  breeding  season  records  are  given. 

E  William  Girling  Res.,  137  on  Jan.  14th  and  132  on  Feb.  18th.  Rainham 
Marsh,  a  pair  on  June  17th;  250  on  Dec.  5th. 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  85  on  Feb.  2nd  and  100  at  Stocker’s  Lake  on  Feb.  18th. 

A  pair  at  Broxboume  G.P.  on  Apr.  14th. 

M  The  larger  counts  were  all  at  King  George  VI  Res.,  where  there  were  438  on 
Jan.  21st,  412  on  Feb.  3rd,  267  on  Oct.  7th,  235  on  Nov.  18th  and  332  on 
Dec.  16th. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  68  on  Dec.  24th. 
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K  Sevenoaks,  30  in  Dec.  The  winter  population  in  the  lower  Thames  was 
concentrated  almost  exclusively  in  the  Woolwich,  Barking  and  Crossness 
reaches,  the  monthly  maxima  taking  all  three  localities  together  being: 
Jan.-670;  Feb.-402;  Mar.-106;  Sept. -114;  Oct.-200;  Nov.-163  and  Dec- 
800.  Away  from  this  area  the  only  record  of  significant  numbers  was  of 
107  flying  upriver  at  Dartford  on  Jan.  28th. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  153  on  Jan.  14th  and  c.  130  in  Nov.  and  Dec.  Island  Barn 
Res.,  255  on  Jan.  14th  and  300  on  Dec.  8th.  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  168 
on  Jan.  14th.  A  pair  at  Bookham  Common  on  Apr.  12th  and  an  adult  with 
three  well-grown  young  at  Black  Pond,  Esher  on  July  31st. 


47  Garganey 

1973  produced  only  two  spring  records  and  the  usual  autumn  passage. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  a  drake  on  Apr.  22nd  (mf).  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  female 
on  July  28th  (rl). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  10th  and  12th  (jhw).  Hampton  Res.,  one  on 
Sept.  16th  (jgf).  King  George  VI  Res.,  two  or  three  on  several  dates 
between  Aug.  20th  and  Sept.  16th  (arp).  Longford  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  10th 
(mdk).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  or  two  on  Aug.  22nd  and  Sept.  5th  (gde). 
Wraysbury  Res.,  one  on  July  20th  (cdh). 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  Sept.  30th  (jc,jgh). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  10th  (mdk).  Esher  Common,  four  on  Mar. 
23rd  (jsl). 


49  Gadwall 

1973-74.  See  Table  1.  The  figure  for  this  season  is  given  on  the  assumption 
that  there  may  have  been  duplication  of  counts  between  Lonsdale  Road  Res., 
now  being  used  by  significant  numbers  of  this  species,  and  Barn  Elms  Res. 
If  the  counts  for  Lonsdale  Road  Res.  are  assumed  to  represent  additional  birds, 
the  figure  in  Table  1  would  be  increased  to  207,  an  unprecedented  total  for  the 
London  Area. 

1973.  Singles  and  small  parties  were  widely  reported,  but  there  were  no 
breeding  records.  The  larger  counts  are  given. 

M  Brent  Res.,  up  to  23  in  Sept,  and  Oct. 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  up  to  27  in  Jan.  and  Feb.  and  20  in  Nov.  and  Dec.  Sevenoaks, 
max.  26  in  Nov. 

S  The  largest  counts  at  Barn  Elms  were  130  in  Jan.  and  110  in  Nov.  70  at 
Lonsdale  Road  Res.  in  Nov.  and  Dec. 

50  Wigeon 

1973-74.  See  Table  1.  Once  again  there  was  little  change  in  the  average 
winter  count. 

1973.  Widely  reported  in  small  numbers;  the  larger  counts  are  given. 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  25  on  Nov.  20th.  Rickmansworth  G.Ps.,  55  on  Feb. 
18th. 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  between  50  and  70  Jan.  to  Mar.  but  no  comparable 
numbers  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Staines  Res.,  up  to  150  in  Jan.  and  Feb. 
and  117  on  Dec.  23rd.  Stain  Hill  Res.,  max.  27  on  Feb.  18th. 


S  X 
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K  Sevenoaks,  max.  30  in  Nov.  The  monthly  maxima  in  the  lower  Thames 
were  as  follows:  Rainham,  Jan.-29;  Feb.-lOO;  Dec.-25;  Erith,  Jan.-25; 
Dartford,  Feb.-50  and  Swanscombe,  Jan.-19. 

S  The  distribution  in  this  sector  was  very  erratic  with  low  numbers  at  Barn 
Elms  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  but  a  high  count  of  75  on  Dec.  28th, 
whereas  at  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.  the  maximum  of  23  occurred  in  Feb. 
and  there  were  almost  none  at  the  end  of  the  year.  At  Walton  Res.  the 
highest  count  was  55  on  Dec.  27th. 

51  American  Wigeon 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  an  adult  male  on  Aug.  29th  (rea). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee.  This  is  the  first  record  for 
the  London  Area. 

52  Pintail 

1973.  As  usual,  significant  numbers  were  recorded  only  on  the  lower 
Thames,  for  which  the  winter  monthly  maxima  for  localities  are  given  in 
the  table  below,  together  with  the  total  count  for  the  Estuaries  Enquiry  or 
from  a  launch  (whichever  the  greater).  Elsewhere  recorded  mostly  singly 
from  about  ten  localities. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Blackwall  Reach 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35 

Woolwich  Reach 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

20 

13 

Woolwich  Arsenal 

29 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

Woolwich 

175 

56 

— 

7 

— 

2 

150 

Barking 

485 

258 

45 

1 

— 

— 

18 

Crossness 

400 

100 

30 

— 

30 

88 

140 

Rainham 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erith 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dartford 

14 

19 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Purfleet 

15 

20 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Swanscombe 

10 

28 

— 

— 

— 

27 

27 

Max.  Thames 

Count 

388 

94 

— 

— 

— 

82 

231 

53  Shoveler 

1973-74.  See  Table  1.  Although  the  average  count  was  down  this  season 
it  was  still  markedly  higher  than  in  any  season  prior  to  1972-73. 

1973.  Numbers  up  to  about  15  were  widely  reported.  The  larger  counts 
at  the  principal  waters  and  a  breeding  record  are  given  and  the  Inner 
London  records  summarised.  As  usual  some  of  the  highest  counts  occurred 
in  the  autumn. 

E  William  Girling  Res.,  84  on  Jan.  14th  and  80  on  Dec.  16th.  Walthamstow' 
Res.,  a  female  on  July  7th  with  ten  ducklings  (reduced  to  five  three  weeks 
later);  a  pair  was  also  present  at  this  time.  90  at  the  same  locality  on  Dec. 
22nd. 

Rye  Meads  S.F.  31  on  Nov.  18th. 

The  principal  localities  for  this  species  in  the  London  Area  are  King 
George  VI  Res.  and  Queen  Mary  Res.  where  the  monthly  maxima  in  autumn 
and  winter  were  as  follows : 
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Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

K.G.  VI 

157 

309 

221 

439 

459 

281 

128 

98 

Q.M. 

80 

67 

40 

N/C 

150 

50 

103 

150 

At  Staines  Res.,  the  maximum  counted  was  50  in  Feb.  and  Oct.  Wraysbury 
Res.,  49  on  Dec.  1st.  Inner  London:  up  to  11  in  Regents  Park  in  winter 
where  jt  notes  that  the  species  has  become  more  regular  following  the 
exclusion  of  boats  from  part  of  the  lake.  One  to  three  in  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens  in  Sept,  and  Oct. 

JB  Wraysbury  G.P.,  23  in  Oct.  and  Dec. 

S  Barn  Elms,  42  on  Nov.  24th  and  50  on  Dec.  28th.  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res., 
146  on  Feb.  18th  and  127  on  Sept.  16th.  Walton  Res.,  50  in  Oct.  and  Nov. 
Inner  London :  max.  of  eight  at  Surrey  Docks  on  Oct.  20th. 


Mandarin 

1973.  Confirmed  or  possible  breeding  records,  and  one  report  of  a  flock 
are  given. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.  one  pair  bred  (cdh). 

S  Breeding  proved  at  Black  Pond,  Esher  (four  pairs  with  broods)  and  Painshill 
Park;  pairs  present  during  breeding  season  at  Hatchford  and  Thames 
Ditton.  Slyfield,  25  on  Sept.  12th  (dp). 

54  Red-crested  Pochard 

1973.  All  records  are  probably  of  feral  birds. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  22nd  (rl). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  or  two  on  several  dates  in  Oct.  to  Dec.  (hnhs,rg). 
Rickmansworth,  Stockers  Lake,  up  to  four  on  many  dates  from  the 
beginning  of  the  year  to  early  April;  a  single  male  on  May  13th. 

M  Brent  Res.,  present  from  Oct.  14th  to  the  end  of  the  year,  max.  four  on 
Dec.  16th  (gvg,mdk,jhw).  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  singles  on  Jan.  7th  and 
Apr.  1st  (igj).  Highgate  Ponds,  one  on  March  6th  (jcb). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  singles  on  June  21st,  July  5th  and  Aug.  30th  (gc,cdh). 

S  Richmond  Park,  Pen  Ponds,  a  female  from  March  17th  to  27th  (wfc  et  al ). 
Barn  Elms  Res.,  single  females  on  Feb.  25th  and  Oct.  6th  (mdk  et  al). 


55  Scaup 

Attention  is  again  drawn  to  Aythya  hybrids,  which  can  show  a  close 
resemblance  to  drake  and  duck  Scaup.  Observers  are  reminded  that  records 
of  Scaup  (either  sex)  cannot  be  accepted  without  evidence  of  correct 
identification. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  two  drakes  and  three  ducks  from  Feb.  10th  to  Mar.  3rd 
(jf,ead,pjd)  and  a  drake  on  Dec.  15th  (jf). 

K  Crossness  S.F.  Pond,  a  duck  on  Feb.  28th  (kwm,djp).  Sevenoaks,  single 
ducks  on  July  20th  and  Aug.  30th  (jgh,jc,gch).  Thames  sections :  Barking, 
one  on  Jan.  6th,  and  Rainham,  three  on  Jan.  6th  and  two  on  Jan.  28th  (kn). 
15  Surrey  Docks,  a  first- winter  drake  on  Nov.  17th  and  Dec.  19th  (pjg)  and 
up  to  five  ducks  in  November  and  December  (pjg,rea,kc). 

Other  records  of  probable  Scaup,  in  the  absence  of  satisfactory  descriptions, 
were  considered  unacceptable.  Hybrids  were  recorded  as  follows : 
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Brent  Res.,  a  male  widely  reported  from  Jan.  31st  to  Mar.  18th  was 
considered  a  hybrid  Scaup  X  Tufted  Duck  by  lab.  Alexandra  Park,  three 
males  on  Feb.  3rd  were  considered  hybrids  by  ag.  Longford  G.P.,  a  drake 
on  Mar.  8th  was  considered  to  be  a  hybrid  Pochard  X  Tufted  Duck  by  caw. 


56  Tufted  Duck 

1973-74.  See  Table  1.  The  average  has  now  been  relatively  constant  for 
four  seasons.  This  may  be  compared  with  the  widely  fluctuating  numbers  of 
Pochard  over  the  same  period. 

1973.  Pairs  in  the  breeding  season  (or  broods),  a  summary  of  numbers  on 
the  lower  Thames  and  counts  of  500  or  more  elsewhere  are  given. 

E  Hainault  Lake,  1  brood ;  Walthamstow  Res.,  1 8  broods.  The  largest  counts 
at  Walthamstow  were  755  on  Feb.  17th  and  848  (including  85  young)  on 
July  28th,  and  between  550  and  570  in  Aug.,  Sept,  and  Nov. 

H  Cheshunt  G.Ps.  (12),  Frogmore  G.P.  (1),  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  (4),  Springwell 
Lake  (4  broods),  Stocker’s  Lake  W.  (1  brood)  and  Tilehouse  G.P.  (8 
broods).  Broxbourne  G.P.,  607  on  Nov.  18th. 

M  Finsbury  Park  (10).  King  George  VI  Res.,  598  on  July  29th,  1,407  on  Aug. 
24th  and  822  on  Sept.  7th.  Queen  Mary  Res.,  554  on  Feb.  18th  and  800 
on  Sept.  1 6th.  Stain  Hill  and  Kempton  Park  Res.,  520  on  Dec.  1 6th.  Stoke 
Newington  Res.  held  a  substantial  population  in  both  winters:  Jan.  14th- 
2*039;  Feb.  1 8th— 1,510 ;  Nov.  18th-870  and  Dec.  16th-l,208.  Inner 
London:  ‘a  few’  bred  in  Regents  Park,  there  were  6  pairs  in  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens  and  23  young  were  reared  from  16  broods  in  St. 
James’s  Park. 

K  Kelsey  Park  (2) ;  Swanscombe  Pond  (3  broods).  Although  present  at  both 
Ruxley  and  Sevenoaks  G.Ps.  in  the  summer  no  reports  of  breeding  pairs 
were  received  from  these  localities. 

The  table  below  shows  the  winter  monthly  maxima  for  localities  and  the 
totals  for  the  river  counts  made  either  for  the  Estuaries  Enquiry  or  from 
launches  (whichever  the  greater).  Counts  of  ten  or  less  are  not  shown. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Upper  Pool 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

40 

Lower  Pool 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

Limehouse  Reach 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

50 

Woolwich  Reach 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

50 

Woolwich 

— 

210 

— 

— 

— 

— 

30 

Barking 

— 

— 

— 

11 

— 

— 

— 

Crossness 

300 

100 

40 

30 

30 

100 

200 

Rainham 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erith 

30 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Max.  Thames  Count  19 

1 

_ 

19 

_ 

1 

115 

More  Tufted  Ducks  than  previously  occurred  on  Crossness  S.F.  Pond 
which  probably  accounts  for  the  low  totals  show'n  above  for  the  early 
months  of  the  year  when  the  maxima  for  the  Pond  were  as  follows: 
Jan.-380;  Feb.-108,  and  Mar.-llO;  fewer  occurred  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
year.  Records  from  Surrey  Docks  are  shown  under  Surrey,  below. 
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S  Black  Pond,  Esher  (1) ;  Island  Barn  Res.  (1  brood) ;  Richmond  Park  (4)  and 
Surbiton  filter  beds  (1  brood).  There  were  710  at  Barn  Elms  on  Nov.  18th 
and  1,450  on  Dec.  16th.  Inner  London:  numbers  at  Surrey  Docks  did  not 
exceed  100  until  Nov.  2nd  when  there  were  102,  increasing  to  420  on  26th 
and  27th;  there  were  up  to  400  in  Dec. 


57  Pochard 

1973-74.  See  Table  1.  The  mean  winter  population  was  the  highest  ever 
recorded  on  the  census  waters  in  contrast  to  the  situation  on  the  lower  Thames 
where  loss  of  habitat  resulted  in  a  decline  in  numbers. 

1973.  Pairs  in  the  breeding  season  (or  broods),  counts  of  500  or  more  and 
a  summary  of  counts  on  the  lower  Thames  are  given. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  5  broods ;  winter  counts  there  included  Jan.  14th-l,639 ; 

Feb.  1 8th— 959 ;  Nov.  17th-818  and  Dec.  28th-l,318. 

H  Stocker’s  Lake  (1);  Tilehouse  G.P.  (6).  500  at  Hilfield  Park  Res.  on  Oct. 
28th. 

M  Finsbury  Park,  one  pair  raised  four  young.  Alexandra  Park,  600  on  Feb. 
3rd;  Stoke  Newington  Res.,  381  on  Jan.  14th;  Wood  Green  Res.,  550  on 
Feb.  3rd.  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  (3  pairs 
bred);  Regents  Park  (at  least  8  broods)  and  St.  James’s  Park  (13  young 
reared  from  1 1  broods). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.  (1).  The  table  below  shows  the  winter  monthly  maxima 
for  localities  and  the  totals  for  the  river  counts  made  either  for  the  Estuaries 
Enquiry  or  from  launches  (whichever  the  greater).  Counts  of  ten  or  less 
are  not  shown. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec . 

Upper  Pool 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

310 

Lower  Pool 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

400 

Limehouse  Reach 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

90 

1,250 

Blackwall  Reach 

— 

450* 

— 

— 

— 

— 

100 

Woolwich  Reach 

■r 

22 

— 

— 

— 

88 

1,050 

Woolwich 

— 

— 

— 

52  f 

— 

— 

80 

Barking 

2,000 

100 

— 

91 

— 

183 

— 

Crossness 

800 

500 

— 

200 

150 

150 

30 

Rainham 

1,080 

— 

— 

— 

350 

— 

— - 

Erith 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dartford 

350 

300 

— 

— 

— 

— 

110 

Purfleet 

23 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Swanscombe 

— 

19 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Max.  Thames 
Count 

1,121 

472 

143 

222 

2,471 

♦Count  made  from  Lower  Pool  to  Black  wall  Reach. 
fCount  made  between  Lower  Pool  and  Woolwich. 


The  reclamation  of  the  previously  favoured  bay  in  the  Woolwich  section 
seems  to  have  driven  Pochard  further  up  the  Thames  so  that  many  hundreds 
are  now  occurring  in  the  heart  of  the  built-up  area.  The  Surrey  Docks 
records  are  given  under  Surrey,  below.  It  seems  probable,  however,  that 
the  total  population  on  the  lower  Thames  did  not  exceed  2,500  at  either  end 
of  the  year — a  return  to  the  levels  of  1970. 
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S  Kew  Gardens,  (1  pair  bred);  Richmond  Park  (2  pairs  bred).  Barn  Elms 
Res.,  580  on  Jan.  14th;  620  on  Nov.  18th  and  1,360  on  Dec.  16th  declining 
to  850  by  Dec.  26th.  Inner  London:  1,200  at  Surrey  Docks  on  Dec.  13th. 
Seen  flying  NW  at  this  locality  as  follows:  150  on  Nov.  17th,  683  on  Nov. 
24th,  500  on  Dec.  1st  and  500  on  Dec.  27th;  these  birds  were  disturbed  from 
the  Thames  and  were  flying  probably  to  Walthamstow  and  other  north 
London  reservoirs. 


58  Ferruginous  Duck 

1973.  All  records  may  relate  to  feral  birds. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  singles  on  Feb.  18th  (jf)  and  Dec.  15th  (rl). 

M  Brent  Res.,  a  drake  on  Dec.  26th  (jhw). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.  and  Res.,  a  drake  on  many  dates  from  Jan.  8th  to  Feb.  17th 
(gc,cdh,fm,pjs)  and  on  Oct.  14th  (cdh). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  a  drake  on  Dec.  9th,  23rd  and  24th  (rjg,jh,mdk).  Inner 
London:  Surrey  Docks,  a  drake  on  Dec.  13th  and  14th  (rea). 


60  Goldeneye 

1973-74.  See  Table  1.  The  record  total  for  the  previous  season  now  stands 
out  as  a  peak,  numbers  in  1973-74  having  returned  to  the  levels  of  1970-71  and 
1971-72. 

1973.  Larger  counts  and  a  summer  record  are  given. 

E  Lea  Valley  Res.,  up  to  c.  40  in  Feb.,  Mar.  and  Dec. 

H  14  at  West  Hyde  G.P.  on  Nov.  18th  was  the  largest  count  in  this  sector. 

M  Maximum  winter  and  spring  monthly  counts  at  localities  that  at  any  time 
held  over  20  Goldeneyes  are  tabulated  below  and  demonstrate  the  marked 
build-up  of  numbers  in  the  early  months  of  the  year. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

K.G.  VI  Res. 

69 

85 

60 

16 

11 

14 

15 

Staines  Res. 

35 

20 

30 

51 

— 

13 

11 

Q.M.  Res. 

31 

61 

40 

50 

7 

16 

23 

Stain  Hill  Res. 

— 

3 

26 

— 

— 

2 

2 

At  Queen  Mary  Res.,  a  female  or  immature  was  present  on  June  24th  and 
there  were  tw'o  there  on  Aug.  19th  and  subsequently. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.  21  on  Feb.  17th. 

S  16  at  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  on  Feb.  18th  and  24  at  Walton  Res.  on 
Dec.  16th. 

61  Long-tailed  Duck 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  a  drake  from  Nov.  25th  to  the  end  of  the  year  (wet  al). 
M  Brent  Res.,  one  from  Dec.  9th  to  26th  (gcg,mdk,pjs,jhw). 

62  Velvet  Scoter 

E  Girling  Res.,  a  drake  from  Jan.  6th  to  April  14th  (jf  et  al). 
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64  Common  Scoter 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  three  drakes  and  a  duck  on  April  14th,  and  four  on 
Nov.  11th,  17th  and  25th  (jf,pfr). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  four  on  April  13th  and  15th  (lkw).  Rickmansworth, 
Stockers  and  Bury  Lakes,  two  on  June  28th  (dkc,mxrg).  Rye  Meads,  three 
on  April  14th,  one  on  15th  (lvpg,hnhs). 

M  Brent  Res.,  four  drakes  and  two  ducks  on  April  14th  (lab,kut).  King 
George  VI  Res.,  one  on  July  18th(CDH).  Staines  Res.,  a  pair  on  March  26th 
(gde).  Wraysbury  Res.,  a  female  on  Nov.  18th  (fm). 

67  Eider 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  a  drake  in  eclipse  plumage  on  Dec.  16th  (dp). 

Ruddy  Duck 

This  species  now  breeds  ferally  in  Gloucestershire  and  Somerset. 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  9th  and  16th  (hnhs). 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  five  on  June  16th  (dp).  Walton  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  16th 
(dg). 

69  Red-breasted  Merganser 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  female  from  Nov.  3rd  to  the  end  of  the  year  (jf  et  al.). 
H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  1st  and  2nd  (rg). 

M  Brent  Res.,  two  on  Oct.  6th  and  7th  (jhw).  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on 
Feb.  3rd  (ap).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  or  two  on  several  dates  from  Nov. 
18th  to  Dec.  16th  (kjh,fm).  Staines  Res.,  a  female  on  many  dates  from 
mid-January  to  early  April  (wfc,gde,cdh,mdk,fm).  Wraysbury  Res.,  a 
female  on  Feb.  17th  (cdh)  may  have  been  the  same  bird  as  at  Staines. 

S  Inner  London :  Surrey  Docks,  a  female  flew  west  with  a  flock  of  Pochard  on 
Nov.  17th  (pjg);  two  females  present  from  Dec.  28th  to  31st  (rea,kc). 


70  Goosander 

1973-74.  See  Table  1.  The  doubling  of  the  peak  count  represents  a  return  to 
the  levels  of  some  15  years  ago  after  a  long  period  of  decline,  and  is  the  more 
remarkable  in  view  of  the  mildness  of  the  winter.  The  monthly  counts 
exceeded  100  (or  more  than  the  peak  count  in  the  previous  three  seasons)  in 
Dec.,  Jan.  and  Feb. 

1973.  Larger  counts  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Lea  Valley  Res.,  up  to  22  in  Dec. 

H  Troy  Mill  G.P.,  44  flew  in  from  S.  in  small  groups  on  Feb.  22nd.  Un¬ 
precedented  numbers  there  in  Dec.  with  80  on  9th  declining  to  24  on  12th 
but  building  up  again  to  a  peak  of  109  on  21st. 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  55  on  Feb.  18th,  59  on  Mar.  4th  and  96  on  Dec.  16th. 
Staines  Res.,  65  on  Jan.  28th;  counts  of  43  and  96  at  this  locality,  both  on 
Dec.  23rd,  illustrate  the  difficulty  of  assessing  the  numbers  of  this  highly 
mobile  species.  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  2  on  Dec.  3rd. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  35  on  Dec.  1st. 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  19  on  Mar.  17th  and  30  on  Dec.  16th.  Walton  Res.,  26 
on  Mar.  18th  and  again  on  Dec.  16th.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  up 
to  7  from  Dec.  13th  to  the  end  of  the  year. 
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71  Smew 

1973-74.  See  Table  1.  In  contrast  to  Goosander,  numbers  remained  at  the 
same  low  levels  as  in  recent  seasons. 

1973.  Larger  counts  for  each  county  are  given. 

E  Girling  Res.,  2  in  Mar.  and  one  in  Dec.,  King  George  V  Res.,  one  in  Nov. 
and  Dec. 

H  One  at  Pynesfield  G.P.  on  Jan.  14th  was  the  only  record. 

M  Brent  Res.,  max.  of  15  in  Feb.  and  13  in  Mar.  Staines  Res.,  up  to  11  in 
Jan.  and  Feb.  and  12  on  Mar.  4th.  Stoke  Newington  Res.,  max.  of  5  in  Feb. 
and  Dec. 

B  Wraysbury  Res.,  max.  5  on  Dec.  31st. 

S  Walton  Res.,  max.  3  in  Jan.  and  2  in  Dec.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks, 
one  on  Dec.  15th. 


73  Shelduck 

This  species  is  numerous  in  our  area  only  on  the  lower  Thames  as  sum¬ 
marised  below.  Breeding  records  and  the  largest  count  away  from  the 
lower  Thames  are  also  given.  Other  records  from  many  localities  were  of 
one  to  five  birds  in  all  months  except  Jan.  and  Oct. 

E  Rainham,  three  broods  on  June  17th. 

K  Swanscombe,  one  brood  on  June  17th.  The  table  below  shows  the  monthly 
maxima  for  localities  and  the  totals  for  the  river  counts  made  either  for  the 
Estuaries  Enquiry  or  from  launches  (whichever  the  greater).  The  highest 
counts  on  any  stretch  in  the  months  not  tabulated  were:  May-58;  June-30; 
July-24  and  Aug.-26.  The  occurrence  of  this  species  as  high  up  river  as 
Black  wall  Reach  is  perhaps  more  remarkable  than  for  any  other  species  of 
duck  in  so  far  as  it  has  not  previously  shown  tolerance  of  a  completely 
built-up  area. 


\ 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Blackwall  Reach 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

32 

Woolwich  Reach 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

58 

Woolwich 

142 

28 

— 

— 

— 

— 

115 

500 

Barking 

189 

197 

100 

— 

60 

375 

382 

375 

Crossness 

800 

400 

30 

— 

16 

300 

350 

400 

Rainham 

559 

323 

110 

— 

22 

— 

13 

510 

Erith 

600 

400 

205 

30 

5 

— 

10 

500 

Dartford 

300 

74 

51 

40 

— 

350 

50 

250 

Purfleet 

4 

215 

— 

23 

24 

125 

1 

— 

Swanscombe 

120 

120 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Thurrock 

18 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Max.  Thames  Count  929 

813 

235 

80 

106 

N/C 

395 

868 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  12  on  Dec.  2nd. 

74  Ruddy  Shelduck 

S  Bam  Elms  Res.,  one  on  March  7th  (pjs/»).  This  record  probably  relates 
to  a  bird  of  captive  origin. 
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Grey  Goose  sp. 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  about  15  flew  west  on  Dec.  26th  (igj). 

K  Swanscombe  Marsh,  31  probable  Whitefronts  flew  east  on  Jan.  28th  (cpc). 
S  Island  Barn  Res.,  four  flew  over  on  Jan.  14th  (dp). 

75  Greylag  Goose 

Feral  breeding  populations  are  now  established  in  several  places  in  the 
London  area.  Breeding  records  and  the  larger  counts  are  given. 

H  Pynesfield  G.P.,  a  pair  with  six  young  on  May  20th  and  June  6th  (djc, 
rnhs).  Royal  Oak  G.P.,  nine  adults  and  a  brood  of  six  goslings  on  July  1st 
(rnhs).  Helicon  G.P.  17  on  Oct.  20th  (rnhs).  West  Hyde,  a  pair  with  two 
young  on  May  27th  (ehw). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  max.  17  on  Nov.  4th  (igj). 

K  Sevenoaks,  the  feral  flock  reached  a  maximum  of  108  in  October  (jgh  et  al.). 

76  White-fronted  Goose 

B  Horton  G.P.,  one  flying  N  on  Feb.  17th  (cdh). 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  Feb.  5th  (jgh,jc).  Swanscombe,  two  on  Jan.  7th  (lfw). 

Pink-footed  Goose 

K  Sevenoaks,  five  on  Feb.  9th  (jgh,jc). 

80  Brent  Goose  ' 

K  Two  flew  up  the  Thames  at  Purfleet  on  Feb.  10th  (pn). 

81  Barnacle  Goose 

All  records  probably  relate  to  feral  birds. 

B  Datchet  Res.,  two  on  Nov.  18th  and  24th  (fm,cdh). 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  Jan.  11th,  two  on  23rd,  one  on  several  dates  in  April 
and  on  June  8th  (jgh.jc). 

82  Canada  Goose 

Breeding  records  (number  of  pairs  in  brackets)  and  larger  counts  are  given. 
E  Bred  at  South  Weald  Park  (2). 

H  Bred  at  Stocker’s  Lake  (2)  and  Tilehouse  G.P.  (4).  Croxley,  a  flock  of 
about  50  seen  flying  WNW  at  dawn  or  near  dusk  on  many  dates  from  May 
to  September  (jdm).  Rickmansworth,  max.  74  on  Oct.  14th  (hnhs). 

M  Bred  at  Gunnersbury  Park  (1).  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  a  maximum  count  of 
125  on  Nov.  18th  (igj).  Inner  London:  bred  in  Hyde  Park/Kensington 
Gardens  (2),  Regents  Park  (6),  St.  James’s  Park  (1).  Maximum  count  in 
Hyde  Park,  210  on  Dec.  16th  (dab). 

B  Bred  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  (71  adults  with  31  goslings  on  June  6th)  Datchet 
Res.,  70+  on  Aug.  27th  (igj). 

K  Sevenoaks,  max.  350  in  September  (jgh  et  al.). 

S  Bred  at  Gatton  Park  (4+)  and  Kingston  (1).  Maximum  counts:  Gatton 
Park,  160  on  Jan.  31st  (mk);  Godstone,  54  on  Jan.  7th  (id);  Holmethorpe 
S.P.,  54  on  Oct.  14th. 
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84  Mute  Swan 

Once  again  it  must  be  presumed  that  the  breeding  records  summarised 
below  do  not  reflect  the  true  status  of  this  species  in  our  area. 

E  No  records  of  breeding  were  submitted.  The  largest  counts  were  all  on  the 
River  Thames  and  are  summarised  under  Kent. 

H  13  pairs  reported  breeding  from  9  sites.  No  flocks  exceeding  34  were 
reported. 

M  Breeding  reported  from  five  sites  including  Regents  Park  and  Kensington 
Gardens  in  Inner  London.  The  largest  flock  reported  was  29  in  Kensington 
Gardens. 

K  Breeding  reported  from  two  sites.  The  maximum  monthly  counts  of  100 
or  more  from  localities  on  the  lower  Thames  are  shown  below  together 
with  the  total  river  count  (in  all  cases  made  from  launches). 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  June  July  Aug  Sept  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Bugsby’s  Reach  —  —  —  —  210  216  —  467  —  —  —  220 

Woolwich  Reach  377  —  219  130  —  262  —  —  331*  —  —  105 

Barking  —  —  —  120  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Crossness  —  —  —  —  132  120  100  —  —  —  —  — 

Max.  Thames  Count  420  N/C  227  260  406  616  N/C  587  343  N/C  N/C  212 
•Count  made  between  Bugsby’s  Reach  and  Woolwich  Reach. 

Counts  on  other  stretches  of  the  river  rarely  exceeded  50:  elsewhere  the 
largest  flock  reported  was  7. 

S  Breeding  reported  from  six  sites.  No  counts  of  more  than  ten  were  received. 
85/86  Whooper/Bewick’s  Swan 

M  Inner  London:  two  flew  south  over  Cheapside  on  Jan.  31st  (mjs). 

85  Whooper  Swan 

E  Girling/King  George  V  Res.,  13  on  Dec.  1st  and  10  on  4th  (jf,efg). 

\ 

86  Bewick’s  Swan 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  five  on  Dec.  1st  (hnhs,rg).  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P., 
one  from  Dec.  5th  to  16th  (pm,ts). 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  Feb.  3rd  (jgh,jc). 

91  Buzzard 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  attracted  down  to  captive  bird  on  July  27th  (jgh,gch,jc). 
S  Epsom  Downs,  one  on  Sept.  2nd  (ckd,pod).  Walton  Heath,  one  on  Aug. 
2nd  (id). 

Buzzard  sp. 

H  Cowheath  Wood,  Broxbourne,  one  from  Aug.  6th  to  8th  (pm). 

M  Sudbury,  one  on  Sept.  9th  (jhw). 

K  Sundridge  Park  (Bromley),  one  on  Dec.  30th  (ml). 

92  Rough-legged  Buzzard 

K  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Oct.  18th  (kn). 

M  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  flying  NNE  on  Oct.  17th  (cdh). 
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93  Sparrowhawk 

With  only  two  pairs  nesting  (both  in  Surrey)  this  species  remains  rather 
scarce.  From  the  low  ebb  of  1964  there  has  been  a  gradual  recovery  to  the 
present  status  of  sporadic  breeding,  but  in  recent  years  this  recovery  has 
shown  signs  of  levelling  off.  All  records  will  be  welcomed  by  the  recorders. 

Accepted  records  are  given  below  in  full,  but  those  for  Surrey  are  sum¬ 
marised. 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  one  on  June  21st  (pm). 

M  Darlands  Lake,  one  on  Jan.  10th  (ehw).  Dollis  Hill,  one  on  July  23rd  (es). 

B  Horton  G.P.,  one  on  Sept.  22nd  (cdh). 

K  Park  Langley,  two  males  on  Feb.  1st,  and  singles  on  Feb.  23rd  and  Dec. 
22nd  (cpc).  Shoreham,  a  female  on  Feb.  24th  (chd).  Sevenoaks,  a  male 
on  June  26th  (jgh,jc).  Northfleet,  one  on  Oct.  31st  (lfw).  Sundridge  Park 
(Bromley),  a  pair  seen  on  several  occasions  during  year  (ml). 

S  Bookham  Common,  singles  on  seven  dates  between  Jan.  14th  and  May  5th 
(gb,jjb,cdh,mmt,wav).  Tadworth,  two  seen  almost  daily  from  Mar.  16th 
to  May  9th  (ckd,pod)  and  a  male  near  Tadworth  Hospital  on  July  7th  (mrb, 
mcb).  Near  Leatherhead,  one  pair  bred  (rhbf).  Near  Oxshott,  one  pair 
bred.  Oxted  Chalkpits,  a  female  on  May  13th  (kco).  Winey  Hill,  Ches- 
sington,  a  female  on  Aug.  18th  and  20th  (msk).  Dawcombe,  Merstham, 
one  on  Oct.  21st  (jwl). 

100  Hen  Harrier 

K  Knockholt,  one  on  Nov.  29th  (ts). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  a  female  or  immature  on  Oct.  28th  (ajh.kco).  Chipstead 
Valley,  a  male  on  Aug.  21st  (ckd,pod). 

Harrier  sp. 

S  Richmond  Park,  a  female/immature  ‘ring-tail’  seen  in  flight  on  Oct.  14th 
was  considered  by  the  observer  as  probably  a  Hen  Harrier  (mjs). 

103  Osprey 

H  Royal  Oak  G.P.,  one  seen  for  15  minutes  on  June  28th  (dkc,mg,rg). 

S  Gatton  Park,  one  on  Sept.  22nd  and  23rd  (mk). 

104  Hobby 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  one  on  July  9th  (rn).  Cassiobury  Park,  a  male  on 
July  21st  (mmh,jdm). 

M  Bushy  Park,  one  on  May  7th  (mjw).  Belmont,  one  on  June  19th  (ck). 
Dollis  Hill,  one  on  Aug.  16th  (es).  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  on  July  5th  (cdh). 

B  Horton  G.P.,  a  female  on  May  5th  (cdh).  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  June 
7th  (gc). 

K  Park  Langley,  singles  on  May  25th,  July  10th  and  Aug.  11th  (cpc).  Kelsey 
Park,  singles  on  June  17th  and  Aug.  10th  and  11th  (mtf).  Sevenoaks, 
singles  on  June  16th,  July  18th  and  Aug.  6th  (jgh,jc). 

S  One  pair  probably  bred  at  an  old  nesting  site,  where  in  August  three  birds 
were  seen  together.  Betchworth,  one  on  Aug.  24th  (ckd,pod).  Richmond 
Park,  two  drifting  south  c.  Sept.  12th  (ag).  Chessington,  one  on  Sept.  24th 
(msk). 
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105  Peregrine 

K  Bromley  Common,  one  on  Oct.  7th  (cpc,mtf,kww).  Sevenoaks,  one  on 
Nov.  23rd  (jgh). 


107  Merlin 

M  Inner  London,  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Oct.  12th  at  1320  hrs.  was 
seen  to  be  trailing  something  that  the  observer  could  not  make  out  (rfs); 
therefore  the  possibility  of  an  ‘escape’  cannot  be  discounted. 


110  Kestrel 

All  reports  of  breeding  are  summarized  in  the  following  table: 

Essex  Herts  Mx/Bucks  Inner  L.  Kent  Surrey  Total 

Proven  breeding  (prs)  7  3  10  4  9  11  44 

Probable  breeding  (prs)  —  —  5  4  9  9  27 

71 

It  seems  unlikely  that  all  breeding  pairs  were  reported,  but  comparison  with 
figures  published  in  the  LBR  for  the  last  three  seasons  indicates  no  change 
in  status.  However  ckd  noted  ‘a  marked  increase’  in  the  Banstead,  Walton 
and  Headley  areas  of  Surrey. 

All  Inner  London  breeding  season  records  are  given  below : 

Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gdns.,  a  pair  in  each  park  but  no  proof  of  breeding 
(dab, rfs).  Imperial  College,  S.  Kensington,  a  pair  present  but  no  evidence 
of  breeding  (jhr);  but,  nearby,  at  Natural  History  Museum  a  pair  success¬ 
fully  hatched  young  (cmt).  Liverpool  Street  Station,  a  pair  bred  (gaj). 
Marylebone,  a  pair  present  (jpw).  Old  Square,  Lincolns  Inn,  a  pair  bred 
successfully  (jp).  Regents  Park,  a  pair  present  in  late  March  (pr).  York 
Grove,  Peckham,  a  pair  bred  successfully.  In  addition  the  species  was  also 
observed  in  the  breeding  season  in  the  following  localities:  Elephant  & 
Castle,  Kennington,  Lambeth,  Stepney,  St.  James’s  Park,  St.  Pancras, 
Surrey  Dock's,  Waterloo  and  Westminster. 

115  Red-legged  Partridge 

All  breeding  season  records  (April-August)  are  given,  together  with  Inner 
London  records. 

E  Near  Gilwell  Park,  an  adult  with  several  young  on  July  28th  (cf).  In  the 
Hainault  area  acp  reports  ‘breeding  successful  from  Barkingside  to  Collier 
Row,  around  Hainault  Forest,  down  to  the  level  of  Eastern  Avenue,  often 
in  small  fields’. 

H  Whippendell  Woods,  one  on  May  4th  was  thought  to  be  the  first  record  for 
the  area  (dkc,jdm).  South  Herts.,  “still  scarce”  comments  ehw. 

M  Bridgefoot,  ‘present’  on  Common  Bird  Census  area  (rfs).  Inner  London: 

Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Mar.  27th  (dab). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  or  two  in  April  and  May,  but  none  after  May  6th 
(drg).  Woolwich  Arsenal,  three  on  Apr.  15th  (jfw).  Erith  to  Plumstead, 
three  on  Apr.  15th  (jfw).  Crossness  S.F.,  three  on  Apr.  15th  (dp).  Near 
Shoreham,  two  on  May  26th  (cpc). 

S  Slyfield,  two  on  Apr.  12th  (agc).  Esher  Market  Garden,  an  adult  with  11 
young  on  July  5th  (rwp).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  up  to  five  from 
April  to  December  (rea,tw). 
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116  Partridge 

Recorded  from  only  27  localities,  16  of  which  were  south  of  the  Thames. 
Three  observers,  each  from  different  counties,  commented  on  the  scarcity 
of  the  species. 

All  breeding  season  records  (one  pair  unless  otherwise  stated)  and  winter 
coveys  over  eight  are  given  below. 

E  Barking  Level,  Rainham  and  Hainault  areas,  “only  one  or  two  seen  or 
heard”  (acp).  Fairlop,  20  on  Oct.  9th  (kajg). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  a  pair  on  Apr.  27th  (hnhs). 

M  Uxbridge  Golf  Course,  one  on  June  6th.  Bushy  Park,  30  on  Oct.  28th 
(mjw). 

K  Plumstead  and  Erith  Marshes,  several  pairs  bred  successfully  (dp,jfw). 
Dartford  Marsh,  up  to  six  Jan.-June,  12  in  August,  reducing  to  one  in 
December  (drg,sjg).  Swanscombe  Marsh,  up  to  13  Jan.-Mar.,  up  to  six 
Apr.-Sept.,  and  up  to  ten  Oct.-Dec.  (lfw).  West  Wickham,  one  on  June 
27th  (cpc). 

S  Woodlands  Park  (two  pairs) ;  Hooley ;  Chessington  Park  Farm  (two  pairs) ; 
Richmond  Park  (minimum  of  two  pairs) ;  Esher  and  Claygate.  Beddington 
S.F.,  up  to  nine  in  Sept./Oct.  Slyfield,  up  to  eight  in  Nov./Dec. 


119  Crane 

M  Greenford,  one  on  June  3rd  (ajs).  Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Com¬ 
mittee.  This  is  only  the  third  record  for  the  London  Area  this  century,  the 
first  being  in  1924  when  a  flock  flew  over  Kensington  at  night  (. Field 
179:384). 


120  Water  Rail 

All  sites  of  winter  occurrence  are  given  (singles  unless  otherwise  stated), 
together  with  any  records  of  probable  breeding. 

E  Thomdon  Park,  one  or  two  throughout  the  year  and  noted  by  rl  as 
probably  breeding;  Rainham;  Walthamstow  Res.;  Sewardstone;  Epping 
Forest. 

H  Rye  Flouse  Marsh,  a  juvenile  in  August  and  September,  five  on  Oct.  11th 
falling  to  one  in  December  (pm).  Broxbourne  G.P.,  a  juvenile  seen  on  July 
12th  and  an  adult  earlier  (lvpg).  Cassiobury  Park,  up  to  three;  Springwell 
G.P.;  Stocker’s  Lake;  Cheshunt  G.P.,  up  to  five;  Rye  Meads,  up  to  six; 
Maple  Cross  S.F. 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  up  to  three;  Brent  Res.,  up  to  three;  Ponders  End  S.F. ; 

Highgate  Ponds;  Savehay  G.P.;  Ruislip  Lido;  Bushy  Park;  Totteridge. 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  up  to  six;  Swanscombe  S.F.,  up  to  three;  Sevenoaks,  up  to 
three;  Erith  to  Crayfordness,  two  at  end  of  year;  Dartford  Marsh;  Foots 
Cray  Meadows;  Woolwich  Arsenal;  Plumstead  Marsh;  Crossness  S.F., 
one  on  Apr.  21st  (jw). 

S  Richmond  Park,  present  throughout  the  year  and  probably  bred.  Gatton 
Park,  Godstone  Pond;  R.  Mole  at  Fetcham;  Beddington  S.F.;  Reigate 
Priory;  Barn  Elms  Res.;  Brooklands;  Wey  Navigation;  Hersham  S.F.; 
Addlestone;  Woodlands  Park;  Broadwater;  Hamm  Moor  S.P. 


26 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT,  No.  38  FOR  1973 


121  Spotted  Crake 

E  Sewardstone,  one  on  Oct.  7th,  8th  and  13th  (ead,pjd,efg,pr). 

H  Cassiobury  Park,  one  present  from  Mar.  31st  to  Apr.  21st  (mmh,jdm,pjs, 
mgw).  Old  Parkbury,  one  on  Sept.  10th  (hnhs). 


126  Moorhen 

Inner  London  records  are  given,  together  with  gatherings  elsewhere  of  over 
50. 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  c.  65  on  Jan.  14th  (dkc).  Cheshunt  G.P.,  60  on  Mar.  4th 
(gjw).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  135  on  Feb.  4th  and  90  on  Dec.  1st  (mcrg). 

M  Inner  London:  Regents  Park,  two  pairs  bred  and  39  present  on  Nov.  23rd 
(pr).  Hyde  Park,  one  pair  bred;  Kensington  Gdns.,  five  pairs  bred  (dab, 
rfs).  St.  James’s  Park,  six  broods  recorded  (ehg).  Victoria  Park,  five 
resident  during  second  half  of  year  (js). 

K  Swanscombe,  82  in  Jan./Feb.,  54  on  Nov.  17th,  rising  to  106  on  Dec.  9th 
(lfw).  Sevenoaks,  peak  132  on  Mar.  3rd  (jgh,jc). 

S  Hersham  S.F.,  c.  80  on  Dec.  16th  (dp).  Inner  London:  Southwark  Park, 
one  pair  bred  (rea).  Surrey  Docks,  at  least  three  pairs  bred ;  70  present  on 
Jan.  27th  (rea). 


127  Coot 

Analysis  of  winter  records  is  difficult,  because  some  counts,  normally  made 
at  the  monthly  wildfowl  censuses,  were  incomplete.  Nevertheless  figures 
tentatively  suggest  a  different  pattern  at  the  Thames  Valley  reservoirs  to 
that  at  a  number  of  North  London  sites,  notably  gravel  pits  in  Herts. 

Examples  of  these  counts  are  given  below : 


Queen  Mary  Res. 

King  George  VI  Res. 
Staines  Res. 

Walton  Res. 

Sept.  16 
? 

576 

63 

317 

Oct.  14 
225 

83 

260 

53 

Nov.  18 

13 

68 

98 

87 

Dec.  10 
100 

35 

193 

123 

Rye  Meads 

? 

307 

422 

552 

St.  Albans  G.P. 

? 

64 

78 

124 

Cheshunt  G.P. 

? 

49 

345 

548 

Nazeing  G.P. 

9 

389 

489 

544 

Brent  Res. 

150 

246 

330 

370 

As  can  be  seen,  the  peak  figures  for  the  Thames  reservoirs  occurred  in 
September  and  October  (possibly  reflecting  the  movement  of  passage  birds 
through  the  Thames  Valley),  whereas  the  North  London  sites  showed  a 
gradual  build-up  to  peak  numbers  in  December  (possibly  indicating  the 
later  arrival  of  wintering  birds  at  smaller,  selective  sites). 

The  highest  annual  count,  however,  was  at  Walthamstow  Res.  on  July  28th, 
and  may  reflect  post-breeding  dispersal : 

July  28  Aug.  29  Sept.  8  Oct.  13  Nov.  17  Dec.  22 
Walthamstow  Res.  936  594  760  567  769  630 

Inner  London  breeding  records:  Regents  Park  (12  broods);  Hyde  Park 
(2  pairs  bred);  Kensington  Gardens  (4  pairs  bred);  St.  James’s  Park  (8 
broods,  but  only  7  young  reared);  Southwark  Park  (1  pair  bred). 
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131  Oystercatcher 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  a  pair  present  from  May  6th ;  two  eggs  seen  on  June  2nd 
and  a  third  egg  outside  the  nest  on  June  17th,  but  neither  the  birds  nor  the 
eggs  were  seen  subsequently  (kn,brw).  Singles  at  Girling  Res.  on  Feb. 
25th  (efg),  King  George  V  Res.  on  Mar.  7th  (mw  et  al .)  and  on  June  18th 
(efg),  and  Walthamstow  Res.  on  Apr.  14th  (jf). 

M  Singles  at  Wraysbury  Res.  on  Feb.  12th  and  May  21st  (cdh),  and  Queen 
Mary  Res.  on  Aug.  19th  (jf). 

K  Swanscombe  Marsh,  two  prospecting  territory  on  May  6th  and  10th,  but  did 
not  stay;  singles  on  Mar.  10th,  Apr.  28th  and  29th,  and  Aug.  26th  (lfw). 
Thames  at  Dartford,  two  on  Jan.  28th,  three  on  July  3rd  and  singles  on 
Aug.  18th  and  22nd,  and  Sept.  2nd  (drg).  Thames  at  Crossness,  three  on 
the  outfall  on  May  28th  (jfw).  Thames  at  Purfleet,  two  on  May  12th  and 
20th,  June  2nd,  July  17th  and  Aug.  12th;  three  on  May  19th;  one  on  Sept. 
16th  (kn).  Chislehurst,  one  flying  over  calling  at  midnight  on  May  25th, 
moving  E  (khp).  Sevenoaks,  two  on  July  29th  (jgh,jc). 

133  Lapwing 

The  largest  winter  flocks  reported  were  of  c.  2,500  at  Sevenoaks  (K)  on 
Feb.  16th,  several  large  flocks  totalling  c.  1,500  flying  NW  and  a  further 
500  feeding  in  fields  at  Stone  Marsh  (K)  on  March  11th,  and  a  maximum 
of  c.  700  on  the  Thames  shore  at  Rainham  (E)  during  February.  The  only 
cold  weather  movement  of  the  year  started  on  Nov.  29th,  reaching  a  peak 
on  Dec.  1st  when  flocks  were  widely  reported,  mainly  flying  SW,  with  a 
maximum  of  c.  2,850  SW  over  Wraysbury  (M/B). 

In  Inner  London  a  pair  bred,  hatching  two  young,  in  the  Surrey  Docks, 
the  first  breeding  record  for  Inner  London. 

134  Ringed  Plover 

The  only  winter  record  away  from  the  Thames  was  one  at  Hilfield  Res.  (H) 
on  Jan.  24th. 

Apart  from  three  at  Horton  G.P.  (B)  on  March  4th  and  one  at  Beddington 
S.F.  (S)  on  March  11th,  spring  passage  was  confined  to  the  period  Apr. 
16th  to  May  25th.  Within  this  period  there  were  records  from  eight 
‘inland’  localities,  normally  involving  up  to  three  birds,  but  adverse  weather 
conditions  of  rain,  thunder  and  fog  on  May  3rd  grounded  exceptional 
numbers  at  Sevenoaks  (K)  and  Beddington  S.F.  (S)  where  there  were  22 
and  10  respectively.  At  Sevenoaks  jgh  considered  these  birds  to  be  of  the 
Siberian  race  C.  h.  timdrae.  Probably  ‘left-overs’  from  the  same  arrival 
were  six  at  Royal  Oak  G.P.  (H)  on  4th  and  29  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  (M)  on 
the  5th:  at  the  latter  site  numbers  declined  gradually  until  25th  when  seven 
were  still  present. 

Summer  records  (June/July)  of  non-breeders  at  inland  sites  came  from 
Stockers  Lake  (H),  Park  Langley  (K),  Sevenoaks  (K),  and  Beddington  S.F. 
(S);  all  involved  single  birds  not  staying  for  more  than  one  day.  The  most 
remarkable  breeding  record  was  at  Surrey  Docks  where  a  pair  was  seen 
with  a  small  chick  on  June  8th,  providing  the  first  breeding  record  for  this 
species  in  Inner  London.  Other  breeding  season  records  came  from  Rain¬ 
ham  Marsh  (E)  (three  pairs  present  and  a  nest  with  three  eggs  and  one  chick 
located  on  June  2nd),  Crossness  S.F.  (K)  (one  pair  in  territory — no  proof 
of  breeding),  and  Datchet  Res.  (B)  (one  pair  ‘probably  breeding’). 
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Autumn  passage  as  recorded  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  lasted  from  Aug.  11th 
to  Oct.  13th,  with  a  peak  of  at  least  15  on  Aug.  23rd.  Up  to  four  were  seen 
at  nine  other  inland  sites  during  the  same  period,  the  majority  during 
September. 

Observations  on  the  Thames  are  summarised  in  the  following  table 
which  shows  peak  monthly  counts  for  each  section  of  the  river : 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Crossness 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rainham 

12 

— 

— 

— 

16 

— 

10 

100 

75 

— 

— 

— 

Erith 

30 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

— 

— 

2 

Dartford 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

30 

10 

4 

— 

— 

Purfleet 

100 

100 

25 

25 

21 

3 

— 

148 

250 

90 

105 

100 

Swanscombe 

68 

19 

8 

9 

11 

— 

13 

42 

26 

50 

150 

25 

The  wintering  population's  preference  for  the  Purfleet  and  Swanscombe 
sections  is  clearly  shown,  and  the  roost  on  the  ash  ponds  of  the  West 
Thurrock  power  station  (in  the  Purfleet  section)  was  once  again  the  focal 
point.  The  higher  numbers  and  more  widespread  distribution  during 
August  and  September  strongly  suggests  the  passage  of  migrants  during 
those  months. 


135  Little  Ringed  Plover 

In ‘the  following  table  of  pairs  either  breeding  or  present  at  breeding 
sites,  additional  records  have  been  kindly  provided  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Parrinder,  the  organisers  of  the  1973  BTO  National  Census.  At  some 
sites,  where  access  was  limited  or  there  was  disturbance  due  to  machinery, 
it  was  not  always  possible  to  prove  breeding  and  pairs  are  therefore  listed  as 
‘present  in  the  breeding  season’. 


Recording 

Area  ( sites 
in  brackets)  \ 

Total  pairs 
recorded  in 
breeding  season 

Pairs  where 
breeding 
was  proven 

Other  pairs 
present  or 
prob.  breeding 

Essex  (9) 

17 

4 

13 

Herts.  (12) 

14 

9 

5 

Middx.  (9) 

12 

9 

3 

Bucks.  (5) 

17 

7 

10 

Kent  (5) 

7 

5 

2 

Surrey  (2) 

4 

4 

0 

Inner  London  (1) 

1 

1 

0 

LNHS  Area  totals 

72 

39 

33 

The  total  of  72  pairs  during  the  breeding  season  represents  about  16  %  of  the 
provisional  national  total  for  1973.  Although  the  figures  for  the  London 
Area  are  much  higher  than  usual,  they  also  reflect  a  much  larger  number 
of  sites  checked  as  part  of  the  national  survey. 

The  first-recorded  breeding  in  Inner  London  took  place  at  the  disused 
Surrey  Docks,  where  on  May  30th  a  nest  was  located  and  a  chick  was 
later  seen  (pjg).  Equally  remarkable  at  this  site  (which  is  unfortunately 
destined  for  imminent  re-development)  Ringed  Plover  and  Lapwing  also 
bred. 
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Outside  the  breeding  season,  the  largest  numbers  were  recorded  at 
Rainham  Marsh,  Essex,  where  there  were  55  on  July  21st  and  63  + 
on  July  24th  (kn,pfb). 


139  Grey  Plover 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  13th  (hnhs). 

M  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  16th  (cdh).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  27th 
(lfr). 

K  Thames  at  Dartford,  singles  on  Jan.  7th,  Sept.  23rd  and  Dec.  18th  (rh,drg). 
Thames  at  Purfleet,  two  on  Jan.  7th  and  singles  on  Jan.  21st  and  28th,  Feb. 
1st,  Mar.  18th  and  24th,  Apr.  8th  and  Dec.  9th.  Thames  at  Rainham,  one 
on  Sept.  19th.  Swanscombe,  two  on  Jan.  28th  and  Dec.  9th  and  13th,  and 
one  on  Dec.  1st  (lfw).  Sevenoaks,  singles  on  Apr.  29th  and  30th  (jgh,jc). 
Westerham,  two  flying  E  on  Apr.  22nd  (ts). 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Nov.  5th  (kc). 


140  Golden  Plover 

E  Theydon  Garnon,  30  on  Dec.  9th  (ebwps).  Barking  Park,  six  on  Dec. 
24th  (rwb). 

H  Cowheath  Wood,  one  SW  on  Aug.  7th  (pm).  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  13  on 
Oct.  13th  (hnhs).  Symondshyde,  500  on  Mar.  15th,  c.  250  during  Novem¬ 
ber  and  December  (hnhs).  Shenleybury,  two  on  Jan.  5th,  ‘appears  to  have 
ceased  to  winter  in  this  area  as  numbers  have  dropped  in  the  last  four  years’ 
(ehw). 

M  Staines  Moor,  c.  160  on  Feb.  3rd  and  Feb.  22nd,  and  70  on  Mar.  7th  (caw, 
lfr).  Belmont,  sixteen  SW  on  Dec.  1st  (ck).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on 
Nov.  25th  (pn).  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  E  on  Sept.  22nd  (cdh).  Inner 
London:  Marylebone,  12  W  on  Nov.  29th.  Regents  Park,  two  flocks  of 
19  and  12  W  on  Nov.  30th  (jpw). 

B  Horton  G.P.,  one  E  on  Mar.  17th  and  one  S  on  Dec.  1st.  Wraysbury  G.P., 
maximum  in  spring,  160  on  Mar.  3rd,  and  in  winter  102  on  Dec.  8th  (cdh). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  three  on  Jan.  7th  one  on  Jan.  20th  (sjg)  and  one  on  Dec. 
18th  (drg).  Sevenoaks,  one  on  Dec.  2nd  (jgh,jc). 


143  Turnstone 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  July  9th  and  Aug.  5th  (kn). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  22nd  (hnhs). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  May  5th  (ch)  and  May  6th  (gc). 

K  Sevenoaks,  two  on  Feb.  10th  and  one  on  Aug.  8th  (jgh,jc).  River  Thames : 
Dartford,  one  on  Apr.  17th  (sjg)  and  Apr.  28th  (djp),  and  two  on  Dec.  9th 
(drg);  Swanscombe,  three  on  Apr.  23rd  (drg)  and  one  on  July  31st  (lfw); 
Crossness,  two  on  Feb.  10th  (kwm,djp);  Purfleet,  one  on  May  6th  and 
three  on  Aug.  4th;  Rainham  one  on  Mar.  12th  (kn). 
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145  Snipe 

There  were  no  breeding  records  and  the  only  record  of  drumming  was  at 
Erith — Crayfordness  during  May.  Details  of  peak  winter  numbers  and 
Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  35  on  Feb.  6th  (rwb).  Fiddlers  Hamlet,  Epping  S.F., 
150+  January  to  February  (bmeu). 

H  Rye  Meads,  max.  c.  100  in  December.  Present  at  twelve  other  places  in 
winter  months,  maximum  of  15  at  Broxbourne  G.P.  (lvpg). 

M  Present  at  about  1 5  places  during  winter  months,  maximum  count  of  1 8  at 
Ponders  End  S.F. 

B  .  Singles  only  at  Wraysbury  G.P.,  on  Feb.  9th  and  Datchet  Res.,  on  Nov.  18th 
and  Dec.  23rd. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  30  on  Feb.  18th  and  35  on  Dec.  21st  (sjg).  Erith — Cray¬ 
fordness,  50  on  Jan.  2nd  and  Mar.  4th  (gbc).  Sevenoaks,  maxima  of  90  in 
February  and  March  and  140  in  December  (jc,pfh).  Swanscombe  Marsh, 
164  on  Jan.  20th  and  108  on  Dec.  23rd  (lfw).  River  Thames  Estuary 
count  from  boat,  Woolwich  Reach  to  Thurrock,  99  on  Jan.  28th,  225  on 
Feb.  18th  and  145  on  Nov.  18th. 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  13  Aug.  9th  to  16th  (gc).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks, 
singles  Apr.  18th,  Aug.  16th,  Sept.  14th  and  17th  (rea). 


147  Jack  Snipe 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  up  to  3  from  Jan.  21st  to  Mar.  24th.  Mar  Dyke,  one  on 
Jan.  3rd.  Barking,  one  on  Nov.  11th.  Fiddlers  Hamlet,  singles  on  six 
occasions  in  October.  Sewardstone,  one  on  Oct.  7th.  Thorndon  Park,  one 
on  Dec.  27th. 

H  Rye  House  Marsh,  singles  daily  from  Mar.  31st  to  Apr.  14th  and  two  on 
Apr.  2nd.  One  to  three  from  Oct.  7th  to  Nov.  17th  (pm).  Hilfield  Park 
Res.,  singles  on  Apr.  4th  and  Dec.  12th.  Broxbourne  G.P.,  one  on  Apr. 
14th.  Cheshunt  G.P.,  two  on  Feb.  18th  (hnhs).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one  on 
Dec.  22nd. 

M  Brent  Res.,  singles  on  Jan.  20th,  Feb.  17th,  Mar.  18th,  Sept.  30th,  Oct.  6th 
and  Nov.  21st  (lab,jhw).  Longmoor  G.P.,  two  on  Feb.  24th  (gde).  Perry 
Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Feb.  17th  and  one  on  Sept.  27th  (gde.prh).  Pond  Wood, 
one  on  Mar.  12th  (jpw).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  singles  on  Nov.  10th,  17th  and 
24th  (hrg). 

B  Horton  G.P.,  two  on  Mar.  17th  and  one  on  Nov.  6th  (cdh).  Wraysbury 
G.P.,  six  on  Dec.  15th  (cdh). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  singles  in  January,  February,  April  and  December  (drg). 
Sevenoaks,  up  to  four  January  to  March  and  up  to  three  October  to  Decem¬ 
ber  (mo).  Swanscombe,  up  to  three  January  to  March  and  singles 
November  and  December  (lfw,drw).  One  or  two  at  four  other  sites, 
February  to  March. 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  singles  on  Oct.  14th  and  Dec.  9th  (jwpb,kco).  Hersham, 
one  on  Oct.  14th  and  two  on  Dec.  16th  (dp).  Richmond  Park,  singles, 
January  to  March  (mo). 
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148  Woodcock 

Several  autumn  and  winter  records  of  one  to  three  from  all  counties  except 
Essex  and  one  record  of  five  in  Bushy  Park  (M)  in  early  February  (mjw). 
Present  in  small  numbers  January  to  March  in  Richmond  Park  (S)  and  one 
was  found  dying  in  Astonville  St.,  Southfields  (S)  on  Mar.  24th  (wdc,rk). 
All  breeding  season  records  are  given  below. 

E  Epping  Forest,  one  pair  on  June  9th  (wgl).  Hainault  Forest,  one  on  Apr. 
18th  (ebwps).  Thorndon  Park,  present  May  to  June  and  one  roding  on 
May  9th  (ebwps). 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  four  roding  on  May  1st  (lvpg),  two  roding  on  July  4th 
and  one  roding  on  July  11th  (jga,hnhs).  Northaw  Great  Wood,  one  on 
May  25th  (ehw). 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  two  on  Mar.  19th  and  one  on  Mar.  26th  (kes). 

K  Petts  Wood,  one  on  Mar.  17th  (khp).  Sevenoaks,  one  on  Apr.  14th  (jgh, 
jc). 

S  Bookham  Common,  c.  2  roding  in  the  spring  (lb,gb)  and  one  on  May  11th 
(crac).  Esher  Common,  one  on  Mar.  20th,  three  on  June  5th  and  one 
roding  on  June  25th  (wri,rwp).  Headley  Heath,  four  on  June  29th  and 
one  to  three  roding  in  May,  June  and  July  (mo).  Limpsfield  Chart,  1  roding 
May  17th  (rb).  Princes  Coverts,  Oxshott,  one  or  two  roding  on  Mar.  26th, 
Apr.  6th  and  13th  (wri).  Walton  Heath,  three  on  July  15th  (ckd,pod). 


150  Curlew 

The  wintering  flock  of  up  to  43  birds  which  frequented  the  Purfleet/Swans- 
combe  section  of  the  River  Thames  at  the  end  of  1972  was  still  present  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year.  This  was  the  first  time  that  this  species  had 
wintered  in  the  London  area,  but  the  flock  did  not  reappear  at  the  end  of 
1973.  All  records  for  the  Thames  are  summarised  in  the  table  below  which 
shows  the  peak  monthly  count  for  each  site: 


Woolwich 

Rainham 

Dartford 

Purfleet 

Swanscombe 


Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
1  — -  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

1  - —  —  i  __________ 

40  17  19  14  1  —  —  1  —  6  3  — 

15  27  2  1  1  4  —  —  —  7  1  1 


As  usual,  sightings  away  from  the  Thames  involved  birds  which  did  not  stay 
for  more  than  one  day  (indeed,  most  were  seen  flying  over):  all  of  these 
records  are  summarised  below: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
sightings  —  1  1  125261242 

total  birds  —  5  1  1  3  26  4  12  10  2  7  4 

This  is  the  fourth  year  that  Curlew  sightings  have  been  analysed  in  this  way, 
and  an  interesting  picture  emerges  if  the  data  for  1970  to  1973  are  combined : 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
sightings  11  3  10  6  6  15  9  28  12  4  7  14 

total  birds  16  7  14  7  13  45  13  76  30  4  10  27 

Distinct  peaks  occur  in  June,  August/September  and  December/January, 
which  are  probably  attributable  to  post-breeding  dispersal,  autumn 
migration,  and  winter/cold  weather  movements  respectively.  This  pattern 
was  followed  in  1973  as  can  be  seen  above,  although  mild  weather  con¬ 
ditions  meant  the  winter  peaks  were  lacking. 
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151  Whimbrel 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  on  Apr.  22nd  (is). 

H  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  20th  (lvpg). 

M  Wraysbury  Res.,  two  SW  on  Aug.  6th  (cdh).  Brent  Res.,  two  on  Aug.  6th 
(mdk).  Staines  Res.,  six  on  Sept.  1st  (mdk).  Kempton  Park,  four  on  Sept. 
4th  (hrg). 

K  River  Thames:  Dartford,  two  on  Apr.  5th  (drg)  and  three  on  Apr.  28th 
(sjg);  Swanscombe,  three  on  May  6th  (lfw);  Purfleet,  seven  on  May  6th, 
four  on  May  9th  and  three  on  May  12th;  Rainham,  singles  on  July  29th  and 
Aug.  8th.  Park  Langley,  one  NW  on  July  24th  (cpc).  Sevenoaks,  one  on 
Aug.  26th  (jgh,jc). 

S  Dulwich  Golf  Course,  c.  50  NW  in  two  flocks  on  Aug.  18th  (jka). 


154  Black-tailed  Godwit 

B  Horton  G.P.,  one  flew  off  NW  on  Apr.  12th  (cdh). 


155  Bar-tailed  Godwit 

M  Dollis  Hill,  heard  calling  at  night  on  Mar.  26th  and  on  Aug.  30th  (es). 
Ponders  End  S.F.,  two  on  Aug.  4th  (kdm,prh).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  16  on 
Aug.  28th  (alp). 

B  Horton  G.P.,  one  on  Nov.  24th  (cdh). 

K  River  Thames :  Dartford,  one  on  Apr.  6th  (drg)  ;  Crossness,  one  on  Apr. 
28th  (jfw,kwm,djp);  Barking,  one  on  Apr.  25th;  Purfleet,  singles  on  Sept. 
16th  and  20th;  Rainham,  singles  on  May  6th  and  12th;  Swanscombe,  seven 
on  Apr.  23rd  (lfw). 


156  Green  Sandpiper 

E  Lea  Valley  Reservoirs,  max.  of  four  January  to  May  and  one  to  four, 
November  and  December  (jf).  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  Mar.  4th  and 
Apr.  14th.  Return  passage  July  and  August,  maxima  of  c.  25  on  July  21st, 
30  on  July  31st  and  c.  40  on  Aug.  19th.  Two  on  Oct.  15th  and  18th  (kn). 
Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  1st  (rl). 

H  Winter  records  of  one  or  two  in  the  Chess  Valley,  Rye  House  Marsh, 
Stockers  Lake  and  West  Hyde  G.P.  Old  Parkbury,  max.  seven  to  nine 
from  July  19th  to  Dec.  31st.  Autumn  passage  of  one  to  three  at  five  other 
sites. 

M  One  wintered  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  (pn);  one  to  three  at  four  other  sites  from 
April  to  June  and  up  to  five  at  eight  sites  from  July  to  October. 

B  Winter  records:  Horton  G.P.,  one  Mar.  4th  and  Datchet  Res.,  two  on  Dec. 
23rd,  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Dec.  1 8th  and  two  on  Dec.  28th.  Wraysbury 
two  on  June  21st  and  up  to  ten  at  three  sites  July  to  November. 

K  Winter  records  from  eight  sites,  with  maxima  of  seven  at  Dartford  Marsh. 
Autumn  passage  at  seven  sites  with  maxima  of  nine  at  Sevenoaks  in  July 
and  15  at  Thurrock  (Thames)  on  July  7th. 

S  Winter  records  at  Beddington  S.F.,  of  up  to  four  January  to  March. 
Autumn  passage  at  Beddington  S.F.,  July  to  August  with  max.  of  seven  on 
July  12th. 
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157  Wood  Sandpiper 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  Aug.  2nd  (kn)  and  Aug.  11th  (rwb),  one  or  two 
on  Aug.  5th  and  Sept.  9th  (kn)  and  singles  on  July  18th  (kb),  Aug.  1st 
(rwb),  and  Aug.  8th  (kb). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  9th  (hnhs,bg). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  two  on  Sept.  2nd  (igj).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on 
Aug.  20th  and  29th  (gde). 

B  Horton  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  10th  (cdh). 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  May  3rd  (jgh,jc)  and  Aug.  26th  (jgh.pfh). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  two  on  Aug.  13th  (kdgm)  and  one  on  Aug.  29th  and 
Sept.  4th  (jd). 

159  Common  Sandpiper 

E  Autumn  passage;  Rainham  Marsh  20+  during  July  and  August,  Waltham¬ 
stow  Res.,  19  on  July  28th  and  up  to  nine  August  to  October.  Winter 
records:  Fairlop,  four  flying  over  on  Nov.  30th  and  singles  at  Girling  Res., 
on  Nov.  25th  and  Dec.  16th  and  Hainault  Lake  on  Nov.  21st. 

H  Winter  records  of  singles  at  Troy  Mill  G.P.,  on  Feb.  22nd,  West  Hyde  on 
Nov.  9th  and  Dec.  16th.  In  spring,  one  to  four  recorded  at  three  sites. 
Highest  numbers  during  the  autumn  passage  were  15  on  Aug.  31st  at 
Broxbourne  and  on  Sept.  22nd  at  Maple  Cross  S.F.  Elsewhere  up  to  ten 
at  eleven  other  sites. 

M  Winter  records  of  singles  at  both  ends  of  the  year  from  Ponders  End  S.F., 
and  Staines  Res.,  and  two  at  Wraysbury  Res.,  on  Dec.  1st.  In  spring, 
singles  on  three  dates  March  to  April  at  Staines  Res.,  and  two  on  May  17th 
and  one  on  May  26th  at  Hampstead  Heath.  Recorded  at  eleven  sites 
during  the  autumn  passage,  the  highest  numbers  by  far  at  Ponders  End  S.F., 
with  peaks  of  c.  30  on  July  28th,  Aug.  4th  and  Aug.  25th  (pn).  Inner  Lon¬ 
don:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  singles  on  four  dates  in  spring 
and  in  the  autumn  a  total  of  14  from  July  9th  to  Sept.  13th  (dab).  Regents 
Park,  two  on  Aug.  21st  (jpw). 

B  A  winter  record  of  one  at  Datchet  Res.,  on  Dec.  23rd  (fm).  In  the  autumn 
up  to  five  at  two  sites. 

K  There  were  winter  records  of  one  to  two  from  January  to  March  at  eight 
sites,  but  also  five  at  Rainham  (Thames)  on  Feb.  25th,  and  singles  at  four 
sites  in  November  and  December.  Up  to  six  at  nine  sites  in  the  spring. 
In  the  autumn,  recorded  at  ten  sites  (mo),  the  highest  count  being  29  on 
July  31st  (lfw)  at  Swanscombe. 

S  A  winter  record  of  one  at  Walton  Res.,  on  Dec.  26th  and  27th  (jet).  Singles 
recorded  at  four  sites  in  spring.  Recorded  at  nine  sites  in  the  autumn, 
maximum  of  eight  at  Beddington  S.F.,  on  July  31st  (kco).  Inner  London: 
Surrey  Docks,  recorded  on  many  dates  July  to  October  with  a  maximum  of 
five  on  Aug.  15th  and  16th  (rea). 


161  Redshank 

The  generally  high  numbers  recorded  on  the  River  Thames  at  the  end  of 
1972  were  maintained  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  but  at  the  end  of  the 
year  totals  were  somewhat  lower.  All  counts  for  the  Thames  are  sum¬ 
marised  in  the  table  under  Kent.  Elsewhere  the  highest  count  was  12  at 
Wraysbury  Res.  (M)  on  Dec.  31st.  The  following  table  includes  all  records 
except  those  for  the  Thames  and  associated  roosts,  and  summer  records 
from  breeding  sites : 
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Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
sightings  4  3  14  14  5  7  10  1  2  8  10  19 

total  birds  11  11  23  23  10  8  18  1  2  16  33  43 

Records  of  possible  or  proved  breeding  and  the  Thames  summary  are 
included  under  counties  below. 

E  Purfleet/West  Thurrock,  two  pairs  present  (kn).  Rainham  Marsh  and 
Aveley  saltings,  a  few  pairs  present  (kn).  Sewardstone,  heard  regularly 
during  May  (cf). 

H  Cheshunt  Pits,  two  pairs  during  March  and  April  (gw).  Rye  Meads/Stan- 
stead  Abbots,  two  birds  present  all  year  but  breeding  not  proved  (lvpg). 

M  Staines  Moor,  ‘breeding  suspected’  (lfr). 

B  Datchet  Res.,  two  pairs  present  one  of  which  bred  (cdh). 

K  Crossness  S.F.,  three  adults  with  one  young  on  June  5th  (pjs,kwm,djp). 
Dartford  Marshes,  three  pairs  present,  one  proved  to  breed  (drg).  Erith 
Marshes,  two  pairs  in  territory  in  May  (jfw).  Counts  on  the  River  Thames 
are  summarised  in  the  table  below  which  shows  peak  monthly  counts  for 
each  site  where  more  than  ten  were  recorded: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr  May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Woolwich 

12 

17 

2 

Barking 

14 

1 

Crossness 

5 

15 

15 

14 

6 

2 

2 

8 

— 

1 

13 

13 

Rainham 

68 

11 

75 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

20 

40 

20 

Erith 

17 

3 

14 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

6 

10 

10 

Dartford 

80 

100 

100 

20 

6 

6 

— 

2 

1 

27 

40 

250 

Purfleet 

500 

500 

400 

200 

— 

20 

9 

17 

150 

500 

460 

300 

Swanscombe 

120 

100 

50 

24 

45 

— 

10 

— 

— 

48 

91 

120 

Thurrock 

124 

Thames* 

622 

728 

400 

303 

45 

20 

10 

17 

150 

520 

500 

300 

•Minimum  total  for  Thames  obtained  from  simultaneous  site  counts,  etc. 

In  addition  to  the  above  there  was  an  interesting  series  of  records  from 
further  upriver,  where  up  to  six  were  recorded  in  Woolwich  Reach,  Black- 
wall  Reach  and  Limehouse  Reach  during  December:  a  high-tide  roost 
clearly  associated  with  these  upriver  birds  was  established  at  Surrey  Docks 
in  Inner  London,  where  rea,  kc  and  pjg  noted  up  to  26  birds  on  nine  dates 
in  December,  totalling  113  bird/days.  Further  upriver  still,  at  Bam  Elms 
Res.  (S)  and  the  adjacent  Thames,  crac,rjg,jh,pjs  and  jet  saw  up  to  ten 
between  Dec.  2nd  and  30th.  Up  to  eight  noted  at  the  Lea  Valley  Reservoirs 
during  December  by  jf  et  al.  were  probably  also  associated  with  the 
Thames  populations. 

162  Spotted  Redshank 
H  Stocker’s  Lake,  four  on  Sept.  8th  (pn). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  May  19th  (cdh).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Aug. 
19th  (jf).  Staines  Moor,  one  on  Apr.  24th  (lfr).  Staines  Res.,  one  on 
Sept.  23rd  (pe). 

K  River  Thames :  Crossness,  two  on  Apr.  7th  (djp,jw,jfw)  ;  Dartford,  one  on 
Nov.  29th  (rh);  Purfleet,  singles  on  Sept.  16th,  20th,  26th  and  Oct.  15th 
(kn);  Swanscombe,  one  on  Dec.  1st  and  24th  (lfw);  Thurrock,  one  on  Oct. 
28th  (kn).  Sevenoaks,  six  on  Aug.  21st  (jgh,gch)  and  one  on  Sept.  1st 

(JGH,JC). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Sept.  2nd  and  one  on  Dec.  6th  (jwb). 

165  Greertshank 

E  Grays,  one  on  July  29th  (dm).  Rainham  Marsh,  up  to  8+  from  July  18th 
to  Aug.  19th  and  three  on  Sept.  15th  and  Oct.  28th  (mo). 
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H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  8th  and  two  on  Sept.  16th  (hnhs).  Royal 
Oak  G.P.,  one  on  May  4th  (dkc).  Stansted  Abbots  G.P.,  one  to  three  from 
late  July  to  early  September  (mo).  Stockers  Lake  G.P.,  one  on  Oct.  14th 
(rnhs).  West  Hyde  G.P.,  one  on  Nov.  9th  and  Dec.  22nd  (dkc,rnhs). 

M  No  spring  records.  Autumn  records  from  July  5th  to  Oct.  25th  at  eight 
sites,  generally  of  one  to  four  with  maxima  of  eight  at  Ponders  End  S.F., 
on  Aug.  20th  and  Wraysbury  Res.,  on  Aug.  27th  (mo).  Inner  London: 
Kensington  Gardens,  one  SW  on  June  26th  (dab). 

B  Datchet  Res.,  two  on  Aug.  27th.  Horton  G.P.,  one  July  16th  to  18th  and 
two  on  Sept.  23rd  (cdh). 

K  Dartford,  one  on  Apr.  1st  and  June  10tn.  Littlebrook,  one  on  May  1st 
(drg).  Sevenoaks,  singles  on  Apr.  30th,  May  1st,  3rd  and  16th  (jc,jgh). 
Purfleet,  two  on  May  19th  and  one  on  May  20th.  Autumn  passage  from 
July  1 5th  to  Oct.  20th  with  maximum  of  seven  at  Purfleet  on  Sept.  26th  (mo). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  30  (rjg).  Autumn  passage  from  July  13th  to 
September,  generally  of  single  birds  (mo). 


169  Knot 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Sept.  20th,  21st  and  23rd  (pe,fm,gde).  Staines 
Res.,  one  on  July  26th  (gde).  Wraysbury  Res.,  24  flying  S  on  Aug.  29th 
and  one  on  Sept.  19th  (cdh). 

K  River  Thames:  Dartford,  one  on  Mar.  18th  and  ten  on  Dec.  21st  (drg); 
Purfleet,  five  on  Sept.  6th,  four  on  Sept.  1st,  and  singles  on  Jan.  21st,  Sept. 
26th,  Oct.  5th  and  Nov.  26th  (kn).  Swanscombe,  three  on  Jan.  28th  (lfw). 
Sevenoaks,  singles  on  Sept.  10th  and  28th  (jgh,jc). 

170  Purple  Sandpiper 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  30th  (gde). 

K  River  Thames  at  Dartford,  one  on  Dec.  21st  (tw). 

176  Pectoral  Sandpiper 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  Sept.  25th  (jgh).  This  is  the  16th  record  for  the  London 
Area  this  century,  the  first  being  in  1950. 


171  Little  Stint 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  June  2nd  (kn),  three  on  July  28th  and  four  on  July 
.  29th.  In  the  autumn  present  from  Sept.  16th  to  Oct.  23rd  with  a  maximum 

of  14  on  Sept.  26th  (mo). 

H  Old  Parkbury,  one  on  Aug.  31st  (hnhs).  Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P.,  three 
present  from  Aug.  28th  to  Sept.  3rd  and  one  on  Sept.  5th  (lvpg,pm). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  July  28th  and  up  to  eight  from  Aug.  22nd  to  Oct. 
21st  (mo). 

K  Crossness  S.F.,  two  on  Mar.  3rd  (jfw,jw).  Purfleet,  four  on  Sept.  16th, 
three  on  Sept.  20th  and  five  on  Sept.  26th  (kn).  Sevenoaks,  one  from  Sept. 
21st  to  23rd  (jc,jgh).  Thurrock,  one  on  Oct.  25th  (dm). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  on  Oct.  3rd  (rjg).  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Sept. 
30th  ( per  kco). 
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178  Dunlin 


On  the  River  Thames  numbers  were  again  at  a  high  level,  and  all  counts 
are  summarised  below.  The  table  shows  the  peak  monthly  count  from  each 
site: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Woolwich 

350 

350 

450 

100 

Barking 

203 

750 

Crossness 

385 

1,300 

Rainham 

750 

— 

300 

1 

2 

4 

15 

14 

50 

44 

650 

600 

Erith 

100 

100 

200 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

400 

200 

Dartford 

4,000 

500 

6,000 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

27 

250 

4,000 

Purfleet 

6,000 

6,000 

2,000 

88 

80 

— 

— 

17 

78 

2,000 

2,800 

6,000 

Swanscombe 

1,000 

1,200 

800 

4 

12 

2 

1 

— 

— 

125 

350 

600 

Thurrock 

640 

Thames* 

7,030 

7,000 

6,000 

88 

80 

4 

15 

17 

78 

2,000 

2,800 

6,000 

♦Minimum  total  for  Thames  obtained  from  simultaneous  site  counts,  etc. 


In  addition  to  the  above  there  was  a  series  of  records  at  the  end  of  the 
year  showing  a  remarkable  upriver  shift.  In  previous  years  Dunlin  have 
not  been  recorded  further  upriver  than  the  Woolwich  Ferry,  but  in  Novem¬ 
ber  there  were  up  to  400  in  Woolwich  Reach,  and  in  December  there  were 
1,250  at  this  site,  up  to  150  in  Bugsby’s  Reach,  up  to  400  in  Blackwall 
Reach,  and  up  to  550  in  Limehouse  Reach:  the  latter  site  is  only  two  miles 
downriver  from  Tower  Bridge.  Observation  of  flight  lines  showed  that  the 
birds  in  the  Limehouse,  Blackwall  and  Bugsby’s  Reaches  were  using  the 
high  tide  roost  at  Crossness  S.F.,  which  was  newly  established  at  the  end  of 
1973.  c.  70  seen  circling  over  Surrey  Docks  (il)  on  Dec.  11th  were  un¬ 
doubtedly  from  this  population,  as  were  several  flocks  flying  N  over  east 
London  during  December:  the  latter  birds  were  undoubtedly  flying  to  an 
as  yet  undiscovered  roost,  probably  in  the  Lea  Valley,  although  up  to  six 
were  noted  on  the  Lea  Valley  Resrs.  between  Dec.  2nd  and  23rd.  The  range 
which  Dunlin  now  cover  on  the  Thames  makes  an  accurate  count  of  the 
total  population  very  difficult,  but  during  December  there  was  probably  in 
excess  of  10,000. 

All  records  for  sites  away  from  the  Thames  are  summarised  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  table : 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

sightings  4  2  2  6  5  1  3  4  21  1013  20 

total  birds  10  2  6  11  34  1  13  13  94  72  104  157 

Compared  with  similar  data  for  1972  the  figures  show  a  later  autumn 
migration  (mainly  in  September  rather  than  August),  and  also  a  higher 
number  of  winter  records  at  the  end  of  the  year  which  is  perhaps  connected 
with  the  ‘new’  upriver  population  on  the  Thames  q.v. 


179  Curlew  Sandpiper 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  Aug.  4th  and  5th  (kn),  up  to  six  between  Sept. 

16th  and  28th  (kb,mbf,kn,pjs),  two  on  Oct.  5th  and  6th  (kn,cf). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  singles  on  Aug.  28th  and  29th,  Sept.  3rd  and  20th,  Oct. 
10th  and  21st  (gde,pe,fm,ap,pjs). 

K  River  Thames:  Dartford,  two  on  Sept.  1st  (sjg);  Purfleet,  one  on  Mar.  4th 
and  six  on  Sept.  6th  (rmb,dm). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  27th  (kdgm). 
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Western  Sandpiper 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  an  adult  from  July  21st  to  23rd  (kn,kco,pjg  et  al.). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee.  This  is  the  second  record 
for  Britain,  the  first  being  on  Fair  Isle  in  1956. 

181  Sanderling 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  two  on  May  16th  and  two  on  Nov.  24th  (hnhs). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  7th  (lab).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  May  5th  (cdh). 
Queen  Mary  Res.,  three  on  Sept.  15th  (hrg)  and  two  on  Sept.  16th  (pjo). 
Staines  Res.,  two  on  May  29th  (pjs).  Wraysbury  Res.,  three  on  May  22nd 
(cdh). 

B  Datchet  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  27th  (igj). 

K  River  Thames:  Purfleet,  one  on  Aug.  19th  and  two  on  Sept.  20th  (kn); 
Rainham,  one  on  May  12th  (kn)  and  three  on  Aug.  11th  (rwb);  Swans- 
combe,  one  on  Sept.  20th  (per  kn).  Sevenoaks,  a  juvenile  on  Sept.  20th 

(JGH,JC), 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  on  Apr.  30th  (rjg)  and  one  on  May  13th  (mdk). 


184  Ruff 

Records  from  the  Staines  area  (M)  and  the  River  Thames  are  treated 
separately  below.  Elsewhere  there  was  a  total  of  13  observations,  two  in 
spring,  nine  in  July/September  and  two  in  November/December :  these  were 
singles  apart  from  two  at  Harefield  Moor  (M)  on  Sept.  19th  and  three  at 
Hilfield  Res.  (H)  on  Nov.  20th. 

In  the  Staines  area  there  was  clearly  a  lot  of  interchange  between  the  sites 
reported  (Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  Poyle  G.P.,  Staines  Moor,  Wraysbury  Res., 
and  Horton  G.P.).  The  table  below  gives  the  number  of  reports  and  the 
minimum  total  population  of  the  area  for  each  month : 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

sightings  4  1  1  2  —  —  2645  —  5 

min.  total  10  22  3  —  —  8  7  6  3  —  12 

All  records  for  the  River  Thames  are  summarised  in  the  table  below 
which  gives  monthly  maxima  for  each  site.  Once  again  the  ash  ponds  of 
the  West  Thurrock  power  station  were  the  main  roost  for  the  winter 
population. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 


Barking  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Crossness  —  —  —  1  —  —  —  2  —  —  1  1 

Rainham  4  —  —  —  —  —  2  6  11  —  —  — 

Erith  ___  3  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Dartford  12  15  9  ______  13  13  13 

Purfleet  100  100  10  1  _  _  _  2  2  3  4  48 

Swanscombe  1  35  20  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Thames*  103  100  20  3  —  —  2  6  11  13  13  48 


♦Minimum  total  for  Thames  obtained  from  simultaneous  site  counts,  etc. 


185  Avocet 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  Oct.  15th  (kn). 
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198  Great  Black-backed  Gull 

Peak  monthly  counts  for  Dartford  Marsh  (drg)  are  given : 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Dartford  20  6  25  1  2  —  —  9  13  25  20  26 

* 

Monthly  counts  at  Sevenoaks  (c/.  LBR:  36  &  37)  were  incomplete,  but  the 
January  max.  of  150  matched  previous  year  (jgh,gch).  Elsewhere,  largest 
count  reported  was  400+  at  Hilfield  Park  Res.  (Herts.)  on  Jan.  16th  (ehw). 


199  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

Largest  count  reported  was  c.  600  at  Dartford  Marsh  in  September,  a  large 
flock  attracted  by  new  gravel  workings  (drg).  Elsewhere,  widespread  and 
numerous  in  winter  and  during  passage  months,  with  some  non-breeders 
also  present  in  the  summer.  The  Scandinavian  race  L.  f.  fuscus  was  mainly 
in  evidence  in  March  and  September,  but  some  also  wintered. 


200  Herring  Gull 

M  Inner  London :  Old  War  Office  Building,  Whitehall,  one  pair  bred  success¬ 
fully  (mb  et  al );  Regents  Park,  up  to  22  present  in  breeding  season,  one  pair 
bred  in  the  Zoological  Gardens  but  nest  and  eggs  were  destroyed  by  a 
Markhor  Goat  (jpw);  St.  James’s  Park,  one  pair  nested  but  failed  to  produce 
young  (ehg,dms).  Elsewhere,  no  reports  of  breeding.  All  peak  counts 
occurred  in  January  and  December. 

K  Swanscombe  Marsh,  an  adult  with  yellow  legs  on  July  15th  and  19th  was 
considered  by  lfw  to  have  had  the  characters  of  L.  a.  omissus. 


201  Common  Gull 

K  Peak  monthly  counts  at  Dartford  Marsh  (drg)  are  given  (c/.  LBR :  36  &  37) : 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Dartford  200  200  80  10  20  5  20  12  37  30  110  72 

Evidence  of  a  large  movement  on  Feb.  17th  was  provided  by  lfw  who 
recorded  c.  5,000  flying  east  between  15.15  and  15.45  hrs.  at  Swanscombe. 


202  Glaucous  Gull 

E  Girling  Res.,  an  immature  on  Jan.  28th  and  another  on  Nov.  24th  (jf). 
King  George  V  Res.,  an  adult  found  dead  on  Feb.  20th  (pm).  Rainham 
Marsh,  an  immature  first  seen  on  Nov.  28th  1972,  remained  until  Jan.  22nd 
(kn  et  al). 

M  Edmonton  S.F.,  singles  on  Jan.  28th  and  Nov.  24th  (jf)  relate  to  birds  seen 
on  the  same  dates  at  Girling  Res.,  above. 
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205  Mediterranean  Gull 

K  All  records  occurred  on  the  Inner  Thames.  Erith/Crayford  Ness,  a  first- 
winter  bird  on  Feb.  6th  (pjg).  Thurrock  Power  Station  outfall,  an  im¬ 
mature  on  May  12th  (kn).  Woolwich  Arsenal/North  Beckton,  an  adult  in 
winter  plumage  flying  W  on  Apr.  25th,  later  seen  again  at  Silvertown  (jgh, 

PFH,GCH,JH,JS). 

With  the  inclusion  of  these  three  records  and  an  earlier  one  for  1967  (see 
Additions  &  Corrections ),  the  total  for  this  century  has  now  reached  ten, 
all  of  which  have  occurred  since  1957. 


207  Little  Gull 

A  considerable  drop  in  records  to  c.  39  bird/days  represents  the  lowest 
annual  total  since  1966.  Rather  surprisingly,  there  were  only  five  bird/days 
in  August,  normally  the  peak  month,  and  this  may  reflect  the  effect  of 
predominantly  fine  weather.  Of  the  eight  spring  records,  a  second-year 
bird  at  Swanscombe  stayed  five  weeks,  virtually  summering.  All  records 
are  given. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  an  immature  on  Oct.  7th  (jf).  Walthamstow  Res., 
one  on  Sept.  16th  (jf). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  an  immature  on  May  14th  and  one  on  Oct.  13th  (hnhs). 
M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  two  on  Sept.  22nd  and  an  immature  on  Sept.  29th  (hrg). 
Staines  Res.,  single  immatures  on  May  26th  and  31st  (mdk,lfr);  singles  in 
autumn  on  Sept.  30th  and  Oct.  16th,  but  two  on  Oct.  14th  (gde,pe  et  al ). 
K  Sevenoaks,  an  immature  on  Sept.  15th  (jgh).  Swanscombe  Marsh,  a  first- 
summer  bird  from  June  24th  to  July  25th  (lfw,dw).  Thames  at  Thurrock, 
single  immatures  on  May  19th/20th  and  Sept.  20th,  and  an  adult  on  Sept. 
9th  (kn). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  on  Apr.  24th  (pjs/z)  and  five  on  Aug.  14th  (mdk). 
Island  Barn  Res.,  a  wing  of  an  immature  found  on  Sept.  16th  (dp). 


208  Black-headed  Gull 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  found  long  dead  on  Mar.  8th  had  been  ringed  in 
Heligoland  (caw). 

K  Peak  monthly  figures  for  Dartford  Marsh  (drg)  are  given.  The  larger 
figures  are  estimates. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Dartford  13,000  10,000  5,000  500  200  150  1,000  5,000  5,000  2,000  5,000  20,000 


211  Kittiwake 

T 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  an  adult  on  Dec.  1st  (cdh). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  an  immature  on  Aug.  11th  (crc). 
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212  Black  Tern 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  three  on  Apr.  29th  (jf),  singles  on  Sept.  22nd  (rl), 
25th  and  28th,  and  two  on  Sept.  26th  (ud). 

H  Fishers  Green  G.P.,  one  on  Sept.  23rd  (gjw).  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  an 
excellent  spring  passage  with  two  on  Apr.  28th  (lkw),  one  on  Apr.  29th, 
three  on  May  13th  (ehw),  seven  on  May  16th  (hnhs)  and  one  on  May  20th 
(mgw);  but  only  one  autumn  record,  a  single  on  Sept.  13th  (hnhs).  Maple 
Cross  S.F.,  three  on  Sept.  26th  (mcrg).  Springwell  G.P.,  three  on  Sept. 
26th,  probably  the  same  birds  (rnhs).  Troy  Mill,  two  on  May  20th  and 
two  on  May  28th  (rnhs). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  singles  on  Aug.  26th,  Sept.  6th,  22nd  and  26th,  and 
two  on  Sept.  1st,  2nd  and  21st  (igj,dkc,dn).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  three  on 
Aug.  18th,  eight  on  Aug.  27th,  four  on  Sept.  1st  and  seven  on  Sept.  22nd 
(hrg,gcg).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  June  6th,  four  on  June  7th  (gde);  six  on 
Sept.  20th,  five  on  Sept.  21st,  two  on  Sept.  23rd  and  one  on  Oct.  7th  (gde, 
pe,fm).  Wraysbury  Res.,  six  on  Aug.  27th,  15  on  Aug.  29th  and  two  on 
Sept.  19th  (crh). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Sept.  19th  (crh). 

K  Sevenoaks,  two  on  Aug.  8th  (jgh  et  al).  Stone  Marsh  (see  also  Thames), 
one  on  Aug.  18th  (sjg).  Thames  sections:  Dartford,  two  on  Aug.  18th 
(drg)  ;  Swanscombe  (Northfleet  Hope  Reach),  one  on  Aug.  23rd  and  four 
on  Sept.  5th  (lfw);  Purfieet,  Rainham  and  Thurrock,  30-40  on  Aug.  19tn 
(kn);  Thurrock,  two  on  May  6th  (kn),  eight  on  Sept.  8th  (kb),  16+  on 
Sept.  6th  (rmb),  five  on  Sept.  9th,  three  on  Sept.  20th,  one  on  Sept.  26th 
(kn)  and  a  late  bird  on  Nov.  7th  (dm). 

S  Barn  Elms  R.es.,  singles  on  Apr.  27th  (pjs/i),  July  29th,  Aug.  26th  and  Sept. 
1st,  and  three  on  Sept.  6th  (pjs«,mdk,rjg).  Walton  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  1st 
(nl).  Wimbledon  Park  Lake,  one  over  on  Sept.  14th  (rk). 


213  White- winged  Black  Tern 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  an  immature  on  Aug.  27th  (jf). 

This  record  has  been  accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  and  it 
comprises  the  13th  record  for  the  London  Area  this  century.  The  first  was 
in  1961. 


217  Common  Tern 

Breeding  records  are  given,  but  passage  is  summarised  under  Common 
Arctic  Tern.  A  total  of  15  pairs  nesting  (11  of  w+ich  were  successful)  is 
the  highest  yet  recorded  in  the  London  Area.  The  species  first  bred  in  1958. 

H  In  the  Lea  Valley  a  total  of  eight  pairs  bred  successfully  at  three  sites  whilst 
at  another  site  three  pairs  lost  their  nests  due  to  flooding. 

M/B  In  the  Colne  Valley  three  pairs  bred  successfully  at  one  site  whilst  at  another 
site  a  single  pair  lost  its  nest. 
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217/8  Common/Arctic  Tern 

Passage  records  of  Common  Terns  are  summarised  here,  together  with  all 
reports  of  unspecific  ‘Commie’  terns.  Definite  records  of  Arctic  Terns  are 
shown  separately  and  are  not  included  in  this  summary. 

Spring  passage  occurred  from  Apr.  20th  to  late  June.  The  largest  counts 
were:  Staines  Res.,  30  on  Apr.  29th;  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  25  on  May  20th; 
and  on  the  Thames,  25  along  Northfleet  Hope  on  May  4th,  and  counts  of 
c.  30  at  Thurrock  on  four  different  dates  between  May  6th  and  20th.  In 
Inner  London  recorded  in  Hyde  Park,  three  W  on  May  22nd,  and  Kensing¬ 
ton  Gardens,  one  N  on  June  27th. 

Autumn  passage  occurred  from  early  July  to  Oct.  20th.  Inland,  numbers 
were  widespread  yet  moderate  (highest  individual  count  30),  but  along  the 
Inner  Thames  concentrations  were  unprecedented.  The  largest  of  these 
counts  are  given  below,  under  the  appropriate  river  sections : 

Crossness:  40+  on  July  29th,  26  on  Aug.  12th. 

Rainham:  16  on  July  29th. 

Dartford:  c.  80  on  Aug.  18th,  26  on  Sept.  1st,  41  on  Sept.  6th. 
Swanscombe:  19  on  July  28th,  20  on  July  31st,  40  on  Aug.  23rd,  50  on 
Aug.  27th,  120  on  Sept.  5th. 

Thurrock:  65+  on  Aug.  12th,  35  on  Aug.  14th,  40  on  Aug.  19th,  330  on 
Sept.  2nd,  290  on  Sept.  6th,  150+  on  Sept.  9th,  70  on  Sept.  16th,  40  on 
Sept.  20th. 

Additionally,  smaller  numbers  were  recorded  on  sections  upriver  to 
Greenwich. 


218  Arctic  Tern 

Knowledge  of  the  exact  number  of  Arctic  Terns  passing  through  our  area 
on  migration  is  somewhat  obscured  by  the  difficulties  of  separating  Arctic 
Terns  from  Common  Terns,  often  at  a  distance.  As  an  additional  aid  to 
identifying  these  two  species,  attention  is  drawn  to  a  paper  in  British  Birds 
67: 133-6  which  discusses  the  differences  in  upperwing-patterns  and  sum- 

.  marises  other  useful  criteria. 

H  Troymill  G.P.,  two,  possibly  four,  on  May  6th  (pjs). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  8th  (gde).  Wraysbury  Res.,  four  on  Aug.  27th 
(crh). 

K  Riverhead,  three  on  Aug.  1st  (cpc).  Sevenoaks,  one  on  May  20th,  two  on 
Aug.  30th  and  one  on  Sept.  3/4th  (jgh,jc).  Thames :  Swanscombe  section, 
two  on  July  28th  and  singles  on  Aug.  23rd  and  31st  (lfw);  Thurrock,  a 
juvenile  on  Aug.  19th  (jgh,pfh,pjg)  and  one  on  Sept.  2nd  (kb). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  or  possibly  more  on  July  29th  (rjg,mdk). 


219  Roseate  Tern 

For  three  consecutive  years,  the  only  records  of  this  species  have  come  from 
Sevenoaks. 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  June  25th  and  26th  (jgh,jc). 
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222  Little  Tern 

K  Sevenoaks,  singles  on  May  11th  and  Aug.  9th,  two  on  Aug.  10th  and  one 
remaining  from  Aug.  11th  to  13th  (jgh,jc).  Thames  at  Rainham,  two 
flying  E  on  Aug.  19th  (jgh,pjg  et  al.). 


223  Sandwich  Tern 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  a  flock  of  47  flying  over  on  Sept.  10th  (lvpg).  Cheshunt 
G.P.,  two  flying  over  on  Sept.  13th  (lvpg). 

M  In  Inner  London,  one  flying  up  and  down  the  Serpentine  in  Hyde  Park  on 
Sept.  5th  (rfs).  Dollis  Hill,  two  or  three  high  over  on  Sept.  7th  (es). 
Ruislip,  two  flying  SE  on  Sept.  15th  (igj).  Staines  Res.,  two,  possibly 
three,  on  Aug.  14th  (mdk,gde). 

K  Sevenoaks,  two  on  Aug.  13th  (jgh,gch)  and  four  singles  between  Aug. 
18th  and  Sept.  2nd  (pfh,jc).  Thames:  Crossness,  two  upriver  on  June 
10th  (kwm,djp,jfw,gbc)  ;  Hartford,  18  on  Aug.  12th,  30  on  Aug.  26th  and 
one  on  Sept.  2nd  (drg)  ;  Swanscombe  Marsh,  one  on  Aug.  26th  (lfw). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  on  Aug.  18th  (mdk).  Hogsmill  S.F.,  one  W  on  Aug. 
24th  (res). 

227  Guillemot 

S  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  a  first-year  bird  on  Sept.  16th  (dp,dg,co). 

232  Stock  Dove 

No  evidence  of  any  status  change  was  received.  Records  generally  suggest 
that  during  the  breeding  months  the  species  is  widely  but  rather  sparsely 
distributed  in  suitable  habitats.  In  some  localities  it  remains  very  scarce, 
possibly  as  the'  result  of  agricultural  methods  or  close-season  shooting. 
However,  in  the  High  Beech,  Loughton  and  Upshire  areas  of  Essex,  26 
nests  with  eggs  were  located  by  ebwps.  In  the  Plumstead  Marsh  area  of 
Kent,  at  least  ten  pairs  bred  (jfw).  On  Hampstead  Heath,  five  pairs  were 
present  (kes),  and  in  Inner  London  a  pair  held  territory  in  Kensington 
Gardens  (rfs, dab). 

In  the  winter  months  of  largest  flock  reported  was  112  at  Wraysbury  G.P. 
(Bucks.)  on  Dec.  1st  (crh),  which  was  exceptional  compared  with  records 
from  elsewhere. 


234  Woodpigeon 

Due  probably  to  the  relatively  mild  weather  in  the  winter  months,  no 
exceptionally  large  movements  were  recorded.  Small  immigrations  were 
noted  in  late  October,  the  largest  flock  being  c.  1,000  which  passed  over 
Potters  Bar  south-westwards  in  five  minutes  between  0750  and  0755  hrs.  on 
Oct.  25th  (jpw). 

In  central  London,  where  the  species  is  often  very  tame,  an  innovation  was 
reported  by  rfs  and  kco.  The  species  has  been  seen  feeding  inside  King’s 
Cross  and  Victoria  stations  on  the  tracks  and  platforms. 
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235  Turtle  Dove 

Arrivals  in  April  were  reported  from  five  localities:  Walton  Oaks  on  15th 
(ckd,pod);  Ashtead  on  24th  (dp);  Bookham  Common  on  25th  (fm); 
Swanscombe  Marsh  on  25th  (lfw);  and  Sevenoaks  on  27th  (jgh,jc). 
Reports  in  the  breeding  season  were  somewhat  incomplete,  but  generally 
suggest  a  satisfactory  year. 

Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  from  one  to  four  on  seven 
dates  between  May  3rd  and  21st,  and  singles  on  June  1st,  13th  and  26th 
(dab);  Surrey  Docks,  two  on  May  24th  and  one  on  June  14th  (rea). 


Collared  Dove 

Increases  in  the  breeding  population  in  the  outer  suburban  areas  were  again 
reported,  but  as  yet  the  species  has  made  no  inroads  into  urban  London, 
where  it  occurs  only  on  passage  or  dispersal. 

In  winter  the  largest  flocks  reported  were :  c.  200  at  Dartford  Marsh  (Kent) 
between  October  and  December  (drg);  c.  80  at  Banstead  (Surrey)  in 
November  (dp);  and  50+  at  Springwell  (Herts.)  in  December  (igj,rnhs). 


237  Cuckoo 

The  first  spring  record  was  at  Bookham,  Surrey  on  Apr.  12th  (adf).  Apart 
from  singles  on  Apr.  19th  and  23rd,  main  arrival  did  not  take  place  until 
after  25th.  During  the  breeding  season,  no  change  in  status  was  reported. 

The  last  bird  was  seen  at  Norbiton,  Surrey  on  Sept.  7th  (res). 

In  Inner  London,  singles  were  recorded  in  St.  James’s  Park  on  May  3rd 
(dms)  and  in  the  Surrey  Docks  on  Aug.  20th  (tw). 


241  Barn  Owl 

All  records  are  given. 

E  Romford,  a  pair  raised  three  young  in  a  barn  only  half  a  mile  from  the  town 
centre  (acp).  Barking,  a  pair  present  in  the  breeding  season  (kb).  Cran- 
ham,  one  on  May  13th  (rl).  Outside  the  breeding  season  seen  regularly 
at  a  former  breeding  area  at  Chigwell  (acp)  and  at  Loughton  (acp),  and  in 
Feb.  at  Rainham  (kn). 

H  Moor  Park  G.C.,  heard  in  Jan.  and  May  (hnhs).  Rye  Meads,  one  found 
dead  on  Oct.  27th  and  one  seen  the  next  day  (lvpg).  Maple  Cross  S.F., 
one  on  Dec.  22nd  (mcrg). 

M  Dollis  Hill,  one  on  Nov.  26th  (es).  Perry  Oaks,  one  picked  up  on  Feb.  21st 
s  died  two  days  later  (gde). 

K  Present  at  Dartford  Marsh  throughout  the  year  (drg)  and  two  at  Plum- 
stead  Marsh  on  May  25th.  Outside  the  breeding  season  seen  at  Crossness 
in  Mar.  (kwm)  and  Park  Langley  in  Oct.  (cpc).  One  found  injured  outside 
the  LNHS  Area  was  released  in  Joydens  Wood  in  Aug.  after  treatment 
(drg). 

S  A  pair  believed  to  have  bred  in  Richmond  Park  (bam,rdh,fgm).  At 
Chessington,  two  from  Jan.  to  Apr.  1st,  but  not  subsequently  (jrb,jet). 
Seen  at  Slyfield  in  Sept,  and  Nov.  and  one  found  dying  at  Beddington  S.F. 
on  Oct.  27th  (kco,dp). 
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246  Little  Owl 

As  usual  the  records  submitted  are  quite  inadequate  to  form  a  judgement  on 
the  status  of  this  species  in  the  London  Area,  and  the  decline  in  the  number 
of  definite  breeding  records  from  nine  to  five  cannot  necessarily  be  taken  to 
indicate  a  real  decline  in  the  breeding  population.  The  species  was  recorded 
in  the  breeding  season  from  a  further  twelve  localities  and  from  fourteen 
more  outside  this  period. 


247  Tawny  Owl 

Breeding  season  records  were  received  from  nearly  40  localities,  but  nesting 
was  only  proved  in  six  instances.  In  Inner  London  a  pair  bred  in  Regents 
Park,  and  there  were  two  territories  in  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens. 
In  St.  James’s  Park  the  species  was  seen  only  in  winter. 


248  Long-eared  Owl 

K  Present  at  Dartford  Marsh  Jan.  to  April  with  five  in  Mar.  One  pair  bred 
at  this  locality  but  the  young  were  taken  by  boys,  and  although  one  chick 
was  recovered,  it  died  shortly  after  (drg).  One  at  a  nest  in  Joyden’s  Wood 
in  Apr.  (tw).  Two  returned  to  Dartford  Marsh  in  Nov.  (drg). 


249  Short-eared  Owl 

E  Up  to  four  at  Rainham  Marsh  from  Jan.  to  Mar.  and  up  to  three  in  Dec. 

(mo).  Two  at  Walthamstow  Res.  in  Nov.  and  Dec.  (efg,rl,acp). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  2nd  (mdk). 

B  Horton  G.P.,  one  on  Dec.  1st  (cdh). 

S  Sanderstead,  one,  or  possibly  two,  flew  W  on  Mar.  10th  (ma).  Beddington 
S.F.,  one  on  Oct.  21st  (ajh).  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  9th  (jh,sk,mdk). 


252  Nightjar 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  at  least  one  pair  bred  (lvpg,lkw,jg,gjw).  Bramfield 
Wood,  one  present  in  June  (hnhs,lkw).  Symondshyde  Wood,  two  males 
and  a  female  on  June  8th  (hnhs). 

S  Esher  Common,  one  pair  present  in  June  (wri,crc,jet,pjo).  Fairmile  Com¬ 
mon,  one  churring  on  July  1 6th  (wri).  Headley  Heath,  three  pairs  present 
in  June  (ckd,adf,jet  et  al.).  Limpsfield  Chart,  four  pairs  present  in  June 
(ajh,bb,kco).  Walton  Heath,  one  heard  from  July  19th  to  Aug.  2nd  (ckd, 
pod).  No  records  were  received  from  Princes  Covert  where  the  species  is 
usually  present. 

A  total  of  about  twelve  pairs  in  the  breeding  season  is  encouraging,  although 
in  some  localities  the  position  still  remains  rather  precarious. 
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255  Swift  .  - 

The  only  early  report  was  of  two  over  Epsom  Common,  Surrey  on  Apr. 
17th  (m&jcs).  Eleven  days  elapsed  before  the  next,  a  single  at  Rye  Meads, 
Herts,  on  28th.  But  by  next  day  ‘firsts’  were  noted  at  Epsom,  Maple  Cross 
and  Oxted,  and  on  the  30th  there  were  c.  100  at  Staines  Res.,  c.  50  at 
Cheshunt,  and  some  more  singles  elsewhere.  General  arrival,  however,  was 
late  and  main  passage  took  place  between  May  6th  and  13th,  with  some 
localities  not  getting  their  local  breeding  birds  until  May  16th  and  17th. 

Nesting  in  Inner  London  again  occurred,  with  two  pairs  breeding  success¬ 
fully  at  the  Westbourne  Terrace  site  used  in  1971  and  1972  (acp),  and  three 
or  four  pairs  also  bred  in  Mortimer  Road,  Islington  (afp).  The  species  was 
seen  regularly  over  Hyde  and  Regents  Parks,  also  in  other  parts  of  Central 
London. 

Largest  counts:  1,500+  in  the  Colne  Valley  on  May  13th  (pn);  c.  500  at 
Hilfield  Park  Res.  on  May  13th  (gcg);  c.  500  at  Rye  Meads  on  May  7th 
(lvpg);  and  c.  1,000  at  Walthamstow  Res.  on  June  15th  (rl).  Mid-summer 
movements  were  noted  at  Park  Langley  on  June  28th  (cpc)  and  westerly 
movements  over  Hyde  Park  from  end  of  June  (dab),  and  these  probably 
related  to  the  passage  of  non-breeders. 

Autumn  departure  took  place  from  late  July  to  late  August,  although  few 
birds  were  seen  after  the  second  week  of  August.  Apart  from  a  late  bird  at 
Rye  Meads  on  Sept.  20th  (lvpg),  there  were  no  reports  elsewhere  after 
Sept.  1st. 


258  Kingfisher 

All  records  of  breeding  or  attempted  breeding  are  given. 

E  Norwoods  Farm,  Loughton,  one  pair  reared  three  or  four  young;  Mar¬ 
chings  Farm,  Chigwell,  one  pair  reared  three  young.  Present  at  Waltham¬ 
stow  Res.  in  the  breeding  season  but  no  direct  evidence  of  nesting. 

H  Pairs  bred  at  Amwell  Magna,  Cassiobury  Park,  Stocker’s  Lake  and  West 
Hyde  G.P. 

M  Bred  at  Bridgefoot  and  Kempton  Park,  but  the  nest  was  destroyed  at  the 
latter  locality. 

K  Four  pairs  bred  at  Sevenoaks,  two  successfully,  and  a  pair  attempted  to 
breed  at  Stone.  Possibly  two  pairs  at  Bexley. 

S  A  pair  bred  at  Claremont  Lake,  Esher. 

The  species  was  widely  reported  outside  the  breeding  season  and  a  total  of 
35  were  ringed  in  the  year  at  Rye  Meads  S.F.  There  were  three  records 
from  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens  on  Aug.  10th  (dab);  River 
Thames,  near  Tower  Bridge,  on  Aug.  21st  (mm);  and  Victoria  Park  on 
Nov.  11th  (js). 

261  Hoopoe 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  May  5th  (mo). 

M  Roundwood  Park,  one  on  May  2nd  and  4th  (es).  Inner  London:  one  on 
Nov.  6th  or  7th  in  Hyde  Park — an  unusually  late  date  (gg,  per  dab). 

K  Penge,  one  on  Apr.  25th  (mtf). 

S'  Richmond  Park,  one  on  May  7th  (jh). 
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262  Green  Woodpecker 

Reported  in  the  breeding  season  from’only  about  half  as  many  localities  as 
in  1972,  but  no  specific  reports  of  any  decline.  The  only  suggestions  of 
changes  in  abundance  came  from  the  Banstead,  Walton  and  Headley  areas 
where  ckd  and  pod  thought  there  had  been  a  50  per  cent,  increase  over 
1972,  and  at  Bookham  Common  where  there  were  four  territories  compared 
with  three  in  1972  (gb).  af  reported  usual  numbers  in  Richmond  Park 
throughout  the  year. 


263  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker 

This  may  be  the  commonest  species  of  woodpecker  in  our  area,  but  un¬ 
doubtedly  it  is  under-recorded,  being  reported  from  only  about  20  localities, 
(in  some  of  which  up  to  five  pairs  were  noted).  Recorded  in  Inner  London 
only  in  winter.  No  evidence  was  received  of  any  significant  change  in  status. 


264  Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker 

Reported  from  slightly  more  localities  than  in  1972,  but  no  evidence  rdteived 
of  any  change  in  status.  Surrey  appears  to  be  the  stronghold  for  this 
species  in  our  area  with  reports  from  nearly  twice  as  many  localities  as  any 
other  sector.  In  Inner  London  recorded  in  autumn  and  winter  in  Ken¬ 
sington  Gardens  and  Regents  Park. 


265  Wryneck 

E  One  in  a  garden  at  Barkingside  on  Sept.  15th  and  16th  (leg,kajg). 

H  Singles  in  September  at  Stanstead  Abbots  (3rd),  Broxboume  G.P.  (11th) 
and  Rye  Meads  (trapped  on  30th)  (lvpg). 

M  One  trapped  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  Aug.  27th  (hrg). 

K  A  bird  seen  carrying  food  on  June  1st  near  an  area  where  breeding  has 
previously  taken  place. 


271  Woodlark 

H  Cuffley,  one  on  Nov.  23rd  (hnhs). 

K  Foots  Cray  Meadows,  two  on  Feb.  3rd  (sjg). 


272  Skylark 

No  large  weather-movements  were  reported.  The  highest  numbers  in  the 
winter  months  were  reported  from  localities  in  Kent:  up  to  150  from 
January  to  April  and  again  in  November  at  Dartford  Marsh  (drg);  up  to 
150  in  January  and  February  at  Swanscombe  Marsh  (lfw)  and  up  to  130 
in  January  and  February  at  Bromley  Common  (cpc).  In  Inner  London, 
three  pairs  bred  at  the  Surrey  Docks  (rea). 


Plate  1.  A  Tawny  Owl  at  its  roost  at  Kenton,  Middlesex,  in  October  1973, 
one  of  a  pair  which  lost  their  original  nest-site  due  to  elm-felling  in  1972  but, 
nevertheless,  reared  two  young  in  1973.  An  analysis  of  72  pellets,  collected  from 
the  bird  in  the  photograph,  revealed  a  mainly  invertebrate  diet,  with  only  13 
containing  remains  of  rats,  mice  and  small  birds.  Photograph  by  Mrs.  H.  Morris. 


Plates  2  &  3.  Grey  Herons  at  the  Walthamstow  Heronry,  Middlesex/Essex, 
where  in  1973  and  1974  the  numbers  of  occupied  nests  reached  record  figures. 
From  colour  transparencies  by  Alan  Parker. 

On  page  73  Peter  Oliver  summarises  the  history  of  heronries  in  the  London 
Area  since  1955  and  discusses  changes  in  population  levels  in  relation  to  national 
trends  and  other  factors. 


Plate  4.  A  coal  Tit  at  Hainault,  Essex,  in  December  1972.  Photograph  by  Alan 
Parker.  This  is  a  species  which  has  shown  a  marked  breeding  expansion  in 
Inner  London,  particularly  since  1969.  In  1973  there  were  16  territories  in 
Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  as  well  as  pairs  in  St.  James's  and  other 
Inner  London  parks. 

On  page  65  Stanley  Cramp  discusses  the  changes  that  have  taken  place  among 
the  breeding  insectivorous  species  of  Inner  London  since  1956,  and  considers 
the  evidence  in  relation  to  reduced  levels  of  aerial  pollution. 

The  Editor  welcomes  the  submission  of  photographs  (taken  in  the  London  Area) 
for  reproduction  in  the  London  Bird  Report.  If  sent  by  post,  prints  should  be  well- 
packed  with  thick  cardboard.  Colour  transparencies  can  only  be  considered  if 
they  are  likely  to  convert  satisfactorily  to  black-and-white  or  if  they  show 
rare  species. 
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274  Swallow 

First  arrivals  were  seen  at  three  localities  on  Apr.  8th,  but  they  were  not 
common  until  the  end  of  April.  The  largest  number  reported  on  the  spring 
passage  was  300+  at  Cheshunt  Pits  on  May  6th  (gjw).  Larger  numbers 
were  seen  on  autumn  passage  including  500-600  at  Hilfield  Park  on  Sept. 
14th  (lkw),  2,000+  in  two  hours  at  Pebblecombe  on  Sept.  16th  (ckd, 
*  pod)  and  600-700  at  Broxbourne  G.Ps.  on  Sept.  22nd  (hnhs).  Late 
migrants  were  seen  at  Barking,  one  on  Nov.  6th  (kn),  and  at  Oxted,  two 
on  Nov.  10th  (kco). 


276  House  Martin 

The  first  reported  was  one  at  Rye  Meads  on  Apr.  6th  (lvpg)  and  one  was 
seen  the  following  day  at  Ruxley  (fjh),  both  before  first  Swallows  had  been 
reported.  Not  widespread  until  late  April.  There  were  175  at  Cheshunt 
Pits  on  May  6th  and  200  at  Hilfield  Park  Res.  on  May  8th  (gjw,ehw)  and 
these  proved  to  be  the  largest  numbers  seen  on  the  spring  passage.  Much 
larger  numbers  were  reported  in  autumn  including  500  at  Queen  Mary 
Res.  on  Aug.  4th  (hrg),  450  at  Maple  Cross  on  Sept.  23rd  (mcrg),  500-600 
at  Hilfield  Park  on  Sept.  28th  (lkw),  1,000  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  Sept.  29th 
(rjg),  400  there  on  Oct.  3rd  (rgj)  and  360  at  Maple  Cross  as  late  as  Oct. 
23rd  (dkc).  The  last  seen  was  one  at  Sudbury  on  Nov.  25th  (jhw),  a  very 
late  date.  Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Fulham,  five  nests  at  Harbord  St.  and  two  in  Woodlawn 
•  Rd.  (pjs«).  Islington,  four  nests  with  young  at  Southgate  Rd.  (afp)  and 
two  nests  removed  by  builders  at  Englefield  Rd.  (dc-e).  Victoria  Park, 
four  nests  (js).  No  reports  were  received  of  the  Primrose  Hill  colony 
which  in  1972  had  25  occupied  nests. 


277  Sand  Martin 

First  arrivals  three  at  Gatton  Park  on  Mar.  15th  (mk).  The  maximum 
reported  on  the  spring  passage  was  150  at  Cheshunt  Pits  on  Apr.  19th 
(gjw).  Much  commoner  on  the  aufumn  passage  with  a  maximum  of 
1,000+  at  Cheshunt  Pits  on  Aug.  22nd  (gjw). 


279  Raven 

One,  possibly  an  escaped  bird,  was  seen  at  Headley  Heath  (Surrey)  on 
Sept.  18th  (ckd, pod)  and  was  said  to  have  been  present  since  mid- August. 
Records  in  Kent  at  Sevenoaks  (20  miles  to  the  east)  on  Sept.  25th  (jgh)  and 
Westerham  (15  miles  to  the  east)  on  Oct.  30th  (jgh)  could  conceivably  relate 
to  the  same  bird. 

280  Carrion  Crow 

Counts  at  two  roosts  and  Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Kenwood,  345  on  Dec.  19th  (kes).  Inner  London:  bred  in  Hyde  Park/Ken¬ 
sington  Gardens,  1 1  nests  (dab,rfs,jpw),  St.  James’s  Park,  one  pair  (ehg) 
and  Regents  Park  (jpw). 

K  Bromley  Common,  200  on  Mar.  1st  (cpc). 
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281  Hooded  Crow 

E  Fairlop  G.Ps.,  four  at  least  on  Feb.  25th  (acp). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  14th  (wjp). 

282  Rook 

In  Surrey,  continues  to  decline  in  square  TQ25  (Betchworth  to  Redhill,  N. 
to  Epsom  and  Chipstead)  where  the  population  is  now  only  a  third  of  that 
of  1970  (rhbf).  North-east  of  that  area  at  Addington  numbers  are  also 
declining  (lwc).  In  Inner  London,  at  least  one  of  the  aviary-reared  birds 
released  in  1972  survived  and  two  juveniles  were  released  on  Oct.  7th,  both 
colour-ringed  (dab,rfs).  One  flying  high  S  across  Hyde  Park  on  Nov.  17th 
was  considered  a  genuinely  wild  bird  (dab). 


283  Jackdaw 

In  the  Hainault  area  of  Essex,  no  longer  breeds  at  Hainault  Lodge 
(demolished  in  Aug.  1973)  or  at  Chigwell  Church;  the  nearest  nesting  to  the 
City  is  now  at  South  Weald  Park  (acp). 

Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Bloomsbury,  one  at  the  Senate  House  on  Jan.  17th  (ehw).  Regents  Park, 
one  flying  N.W.  on  Oct.  29th  (jpw).  Victoria  Park,  one  on  Nov.  14th  (js). 


284  Magpie 

Still  increasing.  Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  two  pairs  bred,  one  in  each  park;  12  were 
recorded  on  Aug.  16th,  falling  to  about  eight  by  mid-November.  Two 
pairs  began  nest-building  in  the  Long  Water  sanctuary  in  December  (dab, 
rfs).  Up  to  three  seen  regularly  in  St.  James’s  Park  from  late  spring  to  the 
end  of  the  year  (jka,am,dms)  and  two  in  Victoria  Park  from  July  to 
December  (js). 


286  Jay 

Breeding  season  records  for  Inner  London  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  four  territories,  two  in 
each  park,  but  no  young  seen  (dab, rfs, jpw).  St.  James’s  Park,  one  pair 
bred  successfully  (ehg,dms).  Regents  Park,  bred  (jpw). 


288  Great  Tit 

Inner  London  breeding  season  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  27  territories  (dab, rfs, jpw). 
Regents  Park,  bred  (jpw).  St.  James’s  Park,  one  singing  in  April  and  May 
(ehg,jms). 
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289  Blue  Tit 

In  Herts,  316  were  ringed  in  a  garden  at  Potters  Bar  during  the  year,  and  the 
number  of  pairs  breeding  at  Bridgefoot,  40,  was  the  best  for  ten  years  (rfs). 
Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given  below. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  53  territories  (dab,rfs,jpw). 
Regents  Park,  bred  (jpw).  St.  James’s  Park,  c.  four  pairs  bred  (ehg). 


290  Coal  Tit 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  16  territories  (dab,rfs,jpw). 
Regents  Park,  bred  (jpw).  St.  James’s  Park,  one  collecting  and  carrying 
food  on  May  15th  (ehg). 


292  Marsh  Tit 

An  Inner  London  record  is  given. 

.  M  Regents  Park,  a  male  singing  on  Nov.  1st  was  with  a  flock  of  Long-tailed 
Tits  (jpw). 


293  Willow  Tit 

Localities  from  which  reported  in  the  breeding  season  are  given.  The 
number  of  pairs  for  which  there  was  evidence  of  breeding  is  given  in 
brackets. 

E  Hainault,  Havering  and  High  Beach. 

H  Cassiobury  Park  (1),  Cheshunt  Pits  (2),  Frogmore,  Hilfield  Park,  Maple 
Cross  S.F.,  Pynesfield  G.P.,  and  Stockers  Lake. 

M  Bridgefoot,  Mill  Hill  (2),  Scratch  Wood. 

K  Bromley  Common  (1),  Joydens  Wood  (1),  Darrick  Wood,  Orpington  (1), 
Petts  Wood,  Tower  Wood,  Westerham,  Well  Wood,  West  Wickham  (1). 
S  Arbrook  Common,  Bookham  Common  (2),  Epsom  Common  (1),  Esher 
Common  (2),  Headley  Heath,  Littleworth  Common,  Princes  Coverts  (1), 
Wey  Manor  Farm,  Wimbledon  Common  (1). 


‘  294  Long-tailed  Tit 

Several  observers  commented  on  a  good  breeding  season,  especially  S.  of  the 
Thames.  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Jan.  31st;  seen  almost  daily  from 
Oct.  15th  until  the  end  of  the  year,  generally  up  to  six,  but  12  on  Dec.  1st 
(dab,rfs).  Regents  Park,  present  from  Oct.  4th  until  the  end  of  the  year; 
24  on  Oct.  22nd  and  up  to  20  in  Nov.  and  Dec.  (jpw). 
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295  Bearded  Tit 

E  Epping,  a  female  at  Fiddlers  Hamlet  in  January  and  February  (bmeu). 
Rainham  Marsh,  30  Jan.  6th,  40  Feb.  11th,  45  on  the  22nd  and  50  on  the 
25th;  none  seen  after  Mar.  18th  until  25-30  on  Nov.  6th,  40  on  Nov.  20th 
and  25  from  Dec.  5th  until  the  end  of  the  year  (kn,brw).  Sewardstone 
G.Ps.,  two  pairs  Jan.  to  Feb.  24th;  eight  on  Oct.  27th  (cf). 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  seven  on  Oct.  14th  (lvpg).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  two  males 
from.  Jan.  21st  to  Mar.  4th  were  ringed  on  Feb.  3rd  (dkc,mcrg).  Rye 
Meads,  maxima  13  in  Feb.  and  Dec.  13  (lvpg). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  28th  and  Dec.  9th  (jhw,mdk).  Staines  G.P.,  eight 
on  Jan.  3rd  (nd). 

K  Crossness,  five  on  Nov.  6th  (pjsn).  Crofton  Heath,  Orpington,  one  on  May 
1st  and  2nd  (teb).  Plumstead  Marsh,  a  female  Feb.  3rd  to  23rd  (kwm,djp, 
jw,jfw).  Ruxley,  one  on  Apr.  17th  j(gb).  Sevenoaks,  a  male  on  Dec.  26th 
(jc,jgh).  Swanscombe,  four,  January  to  Mar.  4th;  nine  in  Nov.  and  Dec. 
(lfw). 

296  Nuthatch 

The  ebwps  reported  an  increase  at  High  Beach,  Essex,  where  five  nests 
were  found.  There  were  no  Inner  London  records. 

298  Treecreeper 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gdns.,  four  territories — the  first  time  that  more 
than  one  pair  has  been  recorded  since  the  Common  Bird  Census  began  in 
1966  (dab,rfs,jpw).  Regents  Park,  singles  in  June  and  July  and  from 
Sept,  to  Dec.,  but  no  proof  of  breeding  (jpw). 


299  Wren 

Inner  London  breeding  season  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  eighteen  territories,  nine  in  each 
park,  the  highest  number  since  the  Common  Bird  Census  began  in  1966 
(dab,rfs,jpw).  Regents  Park,  present  in  good  numbers  throughout  the 
year;  almost  certainly  bred  but  no  proof  obtained  (jpw).  St.  James’s  Park, 
one  pair  bred  (ehg,am,dms). 

S  Lambeth  Palace  Grounds,  one  singing  on  May  8th  and  9th  (pjs«). 


301  Mistle  Thrush 

The  largest  numbers  reported  were  100  at  Gatton  Park,  Surrey,  on  Mar. 
17th  (etwk)  and  50+  feeding  at  Hilfield  Park,  Herts.,  on  Aug.  28th  (lkw). 
Breeding  records  for  Inner  London  are  given  below. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  eight  territories  (dab,rfs,jpw). 
Regents  Park,  bred  (jpw).  St.  James’s  Park,  two  pairs  bred  (ehg).  Brady 
Street,  E.l,  a  pair  building  nest  in  tree  in  an  old  cemetery  (wdc).  South 
Kensington,  a  pair  built  a  nest  near  the  Imperial  Institute,  but  deserted 
(rjc,jhr). 

S  Lambeth,  one  pair  bred  successfully  in  Archbishop’s  Park  (pjs«). 
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302  Fieldfare 

In  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  counts  at  any  one  locality  did  not 
exceed  200,  except  for  500  at  Foots  Cray  Meadows  on  Jan.  13th  (sjg,ts) 
and  500  at  North  Cray  on  Mar.  3rd  (chd).  On  Apr.  8th,  120  were  seen 
flying  N.W.  at  Chorleywood  (dkc).  The  last  reported  was  one  at  Darlands 
Lake,  Middx.,  on  May  6th  (rah). 

First  arrivals  in  the  autumn  were  40  at  Copt  Hall  on  Oct.  10th  (lkw). 
Autumn  passage  was  on  a  small  scale,  and  flocks  seen  at  the  end  of  the  year 
mostly  did  not  exceed  100  except  at  Rye  Meads  where  the  maximum  was 
500  in  Nov.  and  Dec.  and  at  Cheshunt  where  there  were  200  on  Nov.  20th 
(lvpg).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  c.  170  flew  W.  on  Dec.  15th  (rea); 
Hyde  Park,  c.  180  flew  west  on  Oct.  22nd  (dab). 


303  Song  Thrush 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  30  territories  (dab,rfs,jpw). 
Regents  Park,  bred  (jpw).  St.  James’s  Park,  c.  four  pairs  bred  (ehg). 


304  Redwing 

The  largest  flocks  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  were  400  at  Gatton  Park  on 
Jan.  28th  (etwk)  and  250  at  Beddington  S.F.  on  Mar.  11th  and  17th  (kco). 
Flocks  of  between  100  and  150  were  seen  at  four  other  localities.  Very  late 
birds  were  seen  at  Bushey  Heath,  Herts.,  on  May  26th  (hnhs)  and  at  Hamp¬ 
stead  Heath  on  June  3rd  (kes).  One  found  dead  at  Sevenoaks  on  June  12th 
was  estimated  to  have  died  about  one  week  earlier  (jc,jgh). 

The  first  autumn  report  was  of  one  at  Park  Langley  on  Sept.  26th  (cpc). 
Autumn  passage  was  on  a  larger  scale  than  for  Fieldfare,  especially  in 
October.  At  Potters  Bar  on  Oct.  11th  jpw  noted  150  per  hour  moving 
across  the  face  of  the  moon  and  on  the  same  day  at  Park  Langley  cpc 
reported  a  heavy  migration  in  the  early  morning.  In  Inner  London  autumn 
migrants  were  first  noted  on  Oct.  1st  when  200  flew  W.  (dab,rfs)  and  others 
were  seen  at  Regents  Park  (jpw).  There  were  300  at  Walton  Oaks  on  Nov. 
12th  which  flew  off  S.W.  (ckd,pod)  and  258  at  Park  Langley  on  Dec.  20th 
(ber).  Flocks  of  over  100  were  also  reported  from  Dartford  Marsh,  Foots 
Cray  Meadows,  West  Wickham,  East  Molesey  and  Banstead. 


307  Ring  Ouzel 

H  Northaw,  one  at  Nyn  Park  on  Oct.  11th  (hnhs). 

M  Brent  Res.,  a  male  on  Apr.  24th  (ehw).  Bentley  Priory,  a  male  from  Apr. 

27th  to  29th  (ck, ehw, lkw).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Apr.  27th  (kdm). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  a  male  on  Oct.  13th  (cdh). 

K  Bromley  Common,  a  female  on  Oct.  7th  (chp,mtf,kww).  Erith  Marsh,  a 
male  from  Apr.  5th  to  8th  (dp,jw,jfw).  Swanscombe  Marsh,  a  male  on 
Apr.  5th  (lfw). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  a  male  on  Apr.  19th  (jd).  Richmond  Park,  a  male  on 
Apr.  20th  (rdh,fgm).  Wimbledon  Common,  a  female  on  Apr.  28th  (rk). 
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308  Blackbird 

Some  Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  97  territories  (dab,rfs,jpw).  Regents 
Park,  bred  (jpw).  St.  James’s  Park,  c.  20  pairs  in  the  breeding  season 
(ehg).  Victoria  Park,  resident  (js)  but  no  estimate  of  population  given. 
Finsbury  Circus,  a  nest  in  an  ornamental  tree  in  July  (pjo). 

S  County  Hall,  SE1,  one  pair  bred  (pjs).  Surrey  Docks,  one  pair  bred  (rea). 


311  Wheatear 

'  £ 

Spring  passage  from  Mar.  17th  to  June  5th  with  a  maximum  of  eight  at 
Beddington  S.F.  on  May  13th  (kco).  Autumn  passage  from  July  15th  to 
Nov.  18th  with  a  maximum  of  11  at  Epsom  Downs  on  Sept.  21st  (ckd,pod). 
At  the  Surrey  Docks  in  Inner  London  reported  on  seven  dates  in  April  and 
May,  and  on  six  dates  Aug.  to  Oct.,  the  maximum  being  five  on  Aug.  20th 
(rea,kc,tw).  The  only  other  Inner  London  records  were  singles  in  Hyde 
Park  on  Mar.  27th  and  Apr.  17th  (dab). 


317  Stonechat 

Records  for  Inner  London  and  of  pairs  in  the  breeding  season  are  given. 

E  Barking,  a  pair  on  June  1st,  two  pairs  on  July  16th  and  a  female  and  a 
juvenile  on  July  26th  (kb,rwb).  Rainham  Marsh,  a  pair  bred  successfully 
(kn  et  al ). 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  one  pair  bred  (lvpg). 

K  Erith  Marsh,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (dp,pjs,jw,jfw).  Dartford  Marsh, 
one  or  two  in  April,  May  and  June  (drg). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  a  pair  and  four  juveniles  on  July  24th,  possibly  from 
Mitcham  Common  where  two  pairs  are  thought  to  have  bred  (kco).  Epsom 
Common,  a  family  party  including  two  juveniles  on  Sept.  18th  (dp). 
Richmond  Park,  a  pair  bred  for  the  first  time  since  1939  (rdh,bam,fgm). 
Inner  London :  Surrey  Docks,  six  on  Oct.  27th,  up  to  four  on  25  dates  until 
end  of  year  (rea,kc). 

318  Whinchat 

Fairly  frequent  on  passage,  maximum  12  at  Beddington  S.F.  on  Sept.  4th 
(jd).  Inner  London  and  breeding  records  are  given  below. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  pair  bred  (sd,ah,kn). 

B  Poyle  G.P.,  one  pair  bred  (ch). 

K  Woolwich  Arsenal,  a  pair  collecting  food  for  young  on  July  15th  (djp, 
kwm). 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  singles  on  May  12th  and  Sept.  22nd  (rea). 


320  Redstart 

Breeding  season  distribution  is  given. 

E  Epping,  three  on  June  29th  (ebwps).  Thorndon  Park,  four  pairs  bred  (jts). 
H  Broxbourne  Woods,  a  male  from  May  to  August  (lvpg).  Northaw  Great 
Wood,  a  pair  up  to  May  15th  but  not  seen  subsequently  (ehw,lkw). 
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K  Bromley  Common,  a  male  in  song  on  three  dates  in  June  and  July  (cpc). 
S  Limpsfield  Chart,  at  least  five  males  in  territory  (bb)  and  a  male  seen 
carrying  food  (ndh).  Richmond  Park,  a  pair  and  a  singing  male  in  May 
and  June,  but  no  evidence  of  breeding  (rdh,wri,bam,fgm). 


321  Black  Redstart 

Only  ten  pairs  are  known  to  have  bred,  but  another  12  pairs  probably  also 
bred.  The  breeding  season  distribution  is  given. 

E  Grays,  one  pair  nested  (ajb).  Stratford,  a  male  singing  on  May  12th  (kb). 

M  Brimsdown  Power  Station,  a  male  singing  during  the  summer  (jf).  Heath¬ 
row  London  Airport,  a  male  singing  on  June  27th  (fcd).  Hendon  Police 
College,  two  pairs  bred  (acp,lkw,ehw).  Tottenham  Gasworks,  a  pair 
present  during  the  summer  (jf).  Inner  London :  Gt.  Marlborough  St.  and 
Ramillies  St.,  a  male  singing  from  May  29th  to  June  29th  (jmp);  King’s 
Cross  area,  one  to  seven  seen  regularly  from  Mar.  31st  to  Nov.  5th,  two 
pairs  nested,  fledging  broods  of  four  and  three  resp.  (jg). 

K  Littlebrook  Power  Station,  two  on  July  22nd,  one  of  which  was  a  juvenile 
just  fledged  (drg).  Northfleet,  a  pair  bred  successfully  (lfw). 

S  Croydon,  three  singing  males  in  the  Church  St. /George  St. /East  Croydon 
Sta.  areas  May  to  July;  a  pair  with  four  young  near  the  British  Airways 
Office;  a  male  singing  in  Hampton  Road,  Selhurst,  in  May;  a  pair  present  at 
the  Croydon  B  Power  Station  (jwpb,ndh,kco  et  al.).  Inner  London: 
Surrey  Docks,  recorded  from  Mar.  31st  to  Nov.  3rd,  at  least  two  pairs 
breeding  successfully  (rea,tw);  Grove  St.,  Deptford,  a  singing  male  in 
summer  (acs),  possibly  from  the  Docks. 


322  Nightingale 

E  Epping  Forest,  none  heard  during  the  summer  (ebwps).  Sewardstone,  one 
on  Apr.  29th  (efg).  Thorndon  Park,  one  on  Aug.  27th  (rl). 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  three  singing  males  on  May  28th  (lvpg).  Cheshunt 
Pits,  three  singing  males  during  the  summer  (lvpg).  Northa w  Great  Wood , 
five  pairs  (ehw). 

M  Dollis  Hill,  one  on  Sept.  13th  (es). 

K  Joydens  Wood,  one  on  May  20th  and  21st  (sjg).  Northfleet,  three  on  May 
9th  (rfs).  Sevenoaks,  one  on  Aug.  21st  (jgh,jc). 

S  Addington,  a  pair  May-June,  three  juveniles  seen  (ndh).  Ashtead  Com¬ 
mon,  one  singing  on  May  16th  (dp).  Bookham  Common,  three  territories, 
the  lowest  number  since  1967  (gb).  Epsom  Common,  one  singing  on  June 
•  24th  (ksl).  Mickleham,  one  on  May  25th  and  26th  (ckd,pod).  Princes 
Coverts,  five  singing  males  on  May  19th  (wri).  Walton  Res.,  a  male  singing 
on  May  5th  (co).  Weatherhill,  a  pair  bred  successfully  (nl).  Whyteleafe, 
a  male  in  May  and  June  (ndh). 


325  Robin 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  25  territories  (dab,rfs,jpw).  Regents 
Park,  bred  (jpw).  St.  James’s  Park,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (ehg,dms). 
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327  Grasshopper  Warbler 

The  status  of  this  species  in  the  breeding  season  is  difficult  to  assess,  but 
records  suggest  a  reduction  in  numbers.  In  some  areas  it  was  unex¬ 
pectedly  absent.  An  Inner  London  record  is  given. 

M  Regents  Park,  one  on  Sept.  15th  (ch). 


333  Reed  Warbler 

Bred  in  a  number  of  suitable  areas,  the  nearest  to  Inner  London  being  the 
small  pond  at  Barn  Elms  Res.,  where  at  least  one  pair  bred  successfully 
(rjg,jh,pjs«).  A  drop  in  numbers  was  reported  at  Northfleet  due  to 
destruction  of  habitat  (rfs).  An  Inner  London  record  is  given  below. 

M  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  June  4th  in  Giant  Hogweed  by  the  Long  Water 
(dab). 

334  Marsh  Warbler 

K  Sevenoaks,  seven  pairs  nested  in  specially-grown  habitat  (jgh). 

337  Sedge  Warbler 

About  100  pairs  bred  at  Rye  Meads  (Herts.),  but  status  elsewhere  was  less 
numerous.  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  St.  James’s  Park,  one  singing  on  May  13th  (jms). 

S  Surrey  Docks,  two  singing  on  May  7th,  and  one  into  June,  last  seen  on 
22nd;  in  autumn,  one  on  Aug.  11th  and  two  on  Aug.  16th  (rea,tw). 


339  Medodious  Warbler 

E  Romford,  one  on  Sept.  20th,  fully  described  (kb).  This  is  the  third  record 
for  the  London  Area,  the  previous  two  being  in  1961  and  1964. 


343  Blackcap 

Comments  received  suggest  a  successful  breeding  season.  At  Hampstead 
Heath,  the  species  is  now  more  numerous  than  the  Willow  Warbler  (es). 
Records  outside  the  normal  period  of  residence  and  Inner  London  breeding 
season  records  are  given  below. 

H  Watford,  one  on  Dec.  8th  (hnhs). 

M  South  Ruislip,  a  male  Jan.  1st  to  6th  and  a  female  Jan.  6th  to  12th  (afw). 
Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  seven  territories 
(dab,rfs,jpw).  Regents  Park,  at  least  three  pairs  in  the  breeding  season, 
one  of  which  was  feeding  young  on  July  22nd  (jpw).  St.  James’s  Park,  one 
singing  on  May  5th  (ehg).  Bloomsbury,  one  killed  by  flying  against  a  win¬ 
dow  of  Birkbeck  College  on  Feb.  27th  (ehw). 

S  Burgh  Heath,  a  female  on  Dec.  9th  (rhbf).  Epsom,  a  female  in  a  garden 
from  Jan.  12th  to  Feb.  26th  (jrb). 
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346  Garden  Warbler 

khp  states  that  this  species  was  particularly  common  in  1973  at  Hosey 
Common  and  Tower  Wood,  Westerham.  ehw  reports  that  in  North  Middx, 
it  was  much  less  common  than  the  Blackcap.  Inner  London  records  are 
given  below. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  two  on  May  9th  and  10th,  and  one  on 
May  14th;  singles  on  five  dates  in  Aug.  with  two  on  Aug.  17th  (dab).  St. 
James’s  Park,  singles  on  Sept.  6th  and  Oct.  6th  (dms). 


347  Whitethroat 

Some  comments  on  status  and  all  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

H  Chorleywood  area,  definitely  more  this  year  (dkc).  South  Herts.,  10  pairs 
located  in  three  mile  radius,  numbers  still  low  (ehw). 

M  Scratch  Wood  and  Stanmore,  numbers  still  low  (ehw).  Inner  London: 
Hyde  Park,  one  on  May  8th  (dab);  Regents  Park,  a  male  on  Sept.  17th  and 
27th,  (jpw). 

K  Dartford  Marsh/Stone  Marsh/Littlebrook  Power  Station,  a  special  count 
on  May  13th  produced  23  birds,  the  highest  total  since  the  phenomenal 
drop  in  1969  (drg). 

S  Bookham  Common,  17  territories,  the  highest  number  since  1967  (gb). 
wri  states  that  the  species  is  generally  still  scarce,  with  numbers  about  the 
same  as  in  1972;  mostly  confined  to  preferred  habitats  on  heaths  and 
commons,  with  few  in  marginal  habitats.  Inner  London :  Surrey  Docks,  a 
male  singing  from  May  7th  to  July  6th,  but  no  female  seen  (rea). 


348  Lesser  Whitethroat 

ehw  states  it  is  commoner  than  the  Whitethroat  in  South  Herts,  and  North 
Middlesex.  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  one  to  three  on  six  dates  in  May  (dab); 

Regents  Park,  a  male  singing  on  Sept.  9th  and  one  on  15th  (jpw);  St. 
*  James’s  Park,  one  singing  on  May  15th  (jka). 


352  Dartford  Warbler 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one,  present  from  Nov.  26th  1972,  stayed  until  Feb.  18th 
(kn,brw).  Epping,  one  was  trapped  and  ringed  on  Sept.  23rd  (bmeu). 


354  Willow  Warbler 

At  Hainault  (Essex)  there  were  55-60  pairs  in  the  breeding  season  (ewbps). 
Breeding  in  Inner  London  (as  in  1972)  was  not  repeated,  despite  the  fact 
that  this  species  is  seen  frequently  on  passage  in  the  Parks. 
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356  Chiffchaff 

Winter  records  only  are  given. 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  four  from  Jan.  16th  to  28th,  one  of  which  was  extremely 
pale  and  showed  the  characters  of  either  P.  c.  abietinus  or  P.  c.  tristis  from 
Siberia  or  Scandinavia.  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one  from  Dec.  23rd  to  end  of 
year  (mcrg).  Rye  Meads,  one  on  Feb.  18th  and  Mar.  3rd  (lvpg). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Dec.  1st  (cdh). 

K  Swanscom’oe,  one  on  Dec.  9th  (lfw).  Kelsey  Park,  one  on  Nov.  30th 
(mtf).  Foots  Cray  Meadows,  three  on  Feb.  10th  (dh).  Ruxley  G.P.,  one 
on  Jan.  7th  and  14th  (sjg)  and  two  on  Jan.  28th  (ts). 


357  Wood  Warbler 

As  in  1972,  only  two  pairs  are  known  to  have  bred  (both  pairs  in  Surrey), 
but  pairs  and  singing  males  were  reported  from  21  other  localities,  although 
these  may  have  included  birds  on  passage.  Inner  London  records  are  given 
below. 

M  Regents  Park,  singles  between  Sept.  5th  and  9th  (jpw,ch). 


364  Goldcrest 

Reports  in  the  breeding  season  suggest  a  relatively  high  population  level. 
In  autumn  and  winter  the  species  was  particularly  numerous,  and  in  Inner 
London  it  was  recorded  almost  daily  in  the  Parks  and  some  gardens. 
However  breeding  in  Inner  London  (as  in  1972)  was  not  repeated. 

K  Sevenoaks,  a  Continental  bird  was  found  dead  on  Jan.  11th  (jgh,jc),  clear 
evidence  of  immigration  during  the  winter  months. 


365  Firecrest 

H  Cheshunt  Pits,  a  male  on  Apr.  27th  (cjw).  Hilfield  Park,  one  on  Mar.  3rd 
(mgw  et  al ). 

M  Potters  Bar,  a  male  singing  on  May  19th  (jpw).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  a 
female  ringed  on  Oct.  27th  was  retrapped  on  Nov.  3rd  and  10th,  and  Dec. 
1st;  two  males  on  Dec.  1st  (hrg).  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens, 
one  singing  and  feeding  in  hawthorn  trees  W.  of  the  Long  Water  on  May 
11th  (dab). 


366  Spotted  Flycatcher 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  15  territories  (dab,rfs).  Regents 
Park,  observed  from  Sept.  5th  to  Oct.  1st,  maximum  of  four  on  Sept.  18th 
and  21st  (jpw).  St.  James’s  Park,  one  on  May  3rd,  an  adult  feeding  two 
juveniles  on  Aug.  25th,  and  one  or  two  between  Sept.  9th  and  16th  (hmp, 
dms).  Victoria  Park,  two  on  Sept.  15th  (js). 
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368  Pied  Flycatcher 

No  spring  records.  Reports  of  autumn  passage  from  Aug.  12th  to  Sept. 
21st,  most  frequent  in  the  period  from  Aug.  25th  to  30th.  All  records  of 
singles  except  at  Thorndon  Park  where  there  were  three  on  Aug.  26th  and 
29th  and  two  on  30th  (rl).  Recorded  in  three  Inner  London  parks:  max. 
eight  bird/days  Aug.  13th-Sept.  4th  in  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens 
(dab,rfs). 


370  Red-breasted  Flycatcher 

E  Upminster,  one  on  Aug.  30th,  fully  described  (is).  This  is  the  fifth  record 
for  the  London  Area,  the  first  being  in  1954. 


371  Dunnock 

Inner  London  breeding  season  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  24  territories  (dab,rfs,jpw).  Regents 
Park,  almost  certainly  bred,  but  no  proof  (jpw).  St.  James’s  Park,  c.  eight 
pairs  bred  (ehg). 

S  Surrey  Docks,  up  to  three  pairs  in  May;  a  pair  with  juveniles  on  June  28th 
(rea). 


373  Meadow  Pipit 

Breeding  season  distribution  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Sewardstone,  three  in  song  flight  on  May  26th;  two  adults  and  an  immature 
in  July  (cf).  Thames  marshes  at  Rainham  and  Purfleet,  several  pairs  (kn). 
H  Moor  Park,  nesting  July  6th  (hnhs). 

M  Bushy  Park,  one  or  two  singing  males  in  the  breeding  season  (wri).  Staines 
Res.,  two  on  May  29th,  one  with  food  for  young  (pjs).  Inner  London: 
Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  passage  from  Mar.  22nd  to  May  3rd, 
maximum  27  on  Apr.  12th,  and  again  from  Sept.  18th  to  Nov.  16th,  maxi¬ 
mum  15  on  Nov.  3rd  (dab).  Regents  Park,  autumn  passage  from  Sept. 
27th  to  Oct.  24th  (jpw). 

K  Dartford  Marsh  to  Stone,  several  pairs  bred  (drg).  Erith  Marsh,  a  few 
pairs  bred  (jw).  Stonewood  Bean,  Swanscombe,  a  pair  feeding  young  in 
July  (lfw).  Woolwich/Crossness,  probably  bred  (kwm,djp). 

S  Banstead  Downs,  an  adult  and  four  young  on  June  9th  (ksl).  Banstead 
Heath,  c.  three  pairs  on  July  28th,  two  seen  carrying  food  (wri).  Epsom 
Common,  two  pairs  on  May  24th  (wri).  Headley  Heath,  three  pairs  on 
June  1st,  one  pair  carrying  food;  a  nest  with  four  eggs  on  July  10th  (wri). 
Wimbledon  Common,  a  pair  with  young  on  Aug.  4th  (wri).  Inner  London : 
Surrey  Docks,  present  from  Apr.  6th  to  27th,  max.  20  on  16th;  two  in  song 
flight  on  May  15th,  one  remaining  until  June  4th;  one  singing  on  five  dates 
from  July  6th  to  18th;  c.  five  on  Aug.  1st;  autumn  passage  from  Sept.  22nd, 
max.  30  on  Oct.  2nd  and  23rd;  regular  passage  of  feeding  birds  during 
November  and  December  with  peaks  of  50  on  Nov.  24th  and  80  on  Dec. 
18th  (rea,tw). 
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376  Tree  Pipit 

Reported  from  28  localities,  the  same  number  as  in  1972,  but  not  all  the 
same  localities.  At  Dagnam  Park,  Essex,  there  were  ten  pairs,  double  the 
1972  figure  (ebwps). 


379a  Rock  Pipit 

Reported  wintering  along  the  Inner  Thames  shores  at  both  ends  of  the  year, 
maxima  21  at  Swanscombe  Marsh  and  20  at  Dartford/Stone  Marshes 
(lfw,drg).  Elsewhere  there  were  15  passage  records,  mostly  at  reservoirs 
and  mainly  singles. 


379b  Water  Pipit 

E  Sewardstone,  one  on  Dec.  9th  (efg). 

H  Cassiobury  Park,  max.  two  Jan.-Mar.,  and  singles  in  December  (jdm,mmh, 
MGW,DKC).  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  singles  on  Jan.  16th  and  Mar.  4th  (ehw, 
lkw).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one  on  Dec.  16th  (mcrg).  Rye  House  Marsh, 
singles  from  Mar.  25th  to  Apr.  19th  and  on  May  2nd,  a  late  date  (lvpg,pm). 
Springwell  Watercress  Beds,  one  from  January  to  Mar.  2nd,  but  two  on 
Jan.  14th ;  max.  three  from  Nov.  9th  to  Dec.  1 1th  (igj,dkc,pjs).  Springwell 
Lake,  two  on  Apr.  8th  (dkc).  Stockers  Lake,  three  from  Mar.  29th  to 
Apr.  8th,  and  one  on  Apr.  10th  (dkc,igj,pn). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Mar.  17th  (cdh).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Jan. 
17th  (rb). 

B  Higher  Denham,  one  on  Mar.  4th  (igj). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  two  on  Mar.  18th  (drg).  Sevenoaks,  singles  on  Oct.  21st 
and  27th,  possibly  the  same  bird  (jgh,jc). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  three  on  Mar.  17th  (fm)  and  three  from  Oct.  3rd  to  end  of 
year  may  have  been  of  the  nominative  race  (rjg).  Beddington  S.F.,  up  to 
five  January  to  March,  including  one  in  summer  plumage  (carrying  a  ring) 
on  Mar.  25th;  up  to  four  from  October  to  December  (kco,ajh,kdm). 
Hersham  S.F.,  one  on  Oct.  14th  and  Nov.  18th  (dp). 


380a  Pied  Wagtail 

Some  counts  at  roosts  and  Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

H  Rye  House  power  station,  643  at  roost  in  Jan.,  751  on  Mar.  12th  and  745  in 
December  (lvpg,hnhs). 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  one  pair  bred  successfully;  Kensington  Gdns., 
one  pair  held  territory  (dab,rfs,jpw)  ;  Regents  Park,  present  throughout 
year  (jpw)  ;  St.  James’s  Park,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (ehg,am)  ;  White¬ 
hall,  SW1,  pair  nested  in  courtyard  of  Foreign  &  Commonwealth  Office 
(bp a);  City  Road,  EC1,  a  pair  nested  on  a  roof  (afp);  Buckingham  Palace 
Road,  60-80  at  roost  in  plane  trees  from  Mar.  7th  to  12th  (gelm). 

K  Swanscombe  S.F.,  259  at  roost  on  Jan.  7th  (lfw). 

S  Inner  London:  Thames  at  Westminster,  a  pair  feeding  three  juveniles  on 
moored  barge  on  June  28th  &  29th  (pjs n)\  Surrey  Docks,  a  pair  collecting 
food  for  young  on  June  12th  and  three  juveniles  seen  on  21st  (rea). 
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380b  White  Wagtail 

E  Fishers  Green,  a  male  on  Apr.  22nd;  King  George  V  Res.,  a  male  on  Apr. 
20th  (is).  Rainham,  one  on  Mar.  31st  (as).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on 
Mar.  31st  (efg). 

H  Cassiobury  Park,  one  on  May  5th  (mmh,jdm).  Hilfield  Park,  one  from  Jan. 

20th  to  Mar.  22nd  (mgw  et  al.).  West  Hyde,  one  on  Apr.  24th  (dkc). 

M  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  17th  (cdh).  Inner  London:  Regents  Park, 
three  adult  males  on  Oct.  2nd,  and  a  female  Oct.  3rd-22nd  (jpw). 

K  Erith  Marsh,  one  on  Apr.  28th  (kwm,djp).  Sevenoaks,  singles  on  Apr. 
20th  and  May  1st,  and  23  autumn  records  (jc,jgh).  Swanscombe  S.F., 
four  on  Feb.  17th,  two  on  Mar.  10th,  one  on  Mar.  18th  and  31st  (lfw). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  14th  (fm).  Beddington  S.F.,  a  male  on  Mar. 
11th  (kco),  one  on  Apr.  9th  (kdgm). 


381  Grey  Wagtail 

Records  of  breeding  or  of  pairs  present  in  the  breeding  season  are  given. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  female  and  four  juveniles  on  June  15th  (rl). 

H  Troy  Mill,  a  pair  carrying  food  on  May  24th  and  25th  (dkc,hnhs). 

M  Bentley  Priory,  a  pair  during  the  summer  (ck).  East  Hendon,  a  pair  bred 
by  Dollis  Brook  (ehw). 

K  Bexley,  a  pair  in  May;  two  adults  with  juveniles  on  June  29th  and  July  7th 
(chd,sjg).  Foots  Cray  Meadows,  an  adult  feeding  young  on  July  4th  and 
22nd  (sgj).  Kelsey  Park,  a  pair  feeding  young  on  June  1st  and  3rd  (brd, 
mtf,jth).  Westerham  area,  two  pairs  in  May  but  no  proof  of  breeding 
(khp). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  pair  bred  (kco).  Cobham,  a  pair  at  nest  by  River 
Mole  on  May  2nd  (wri).  East  Molesey,  a  female  feeding  young  on  June 
10th  and  July  22nd,  probably  two  broods  of  one  pair  (pjo).  Esher,  one  pair 
bred  (rwp).  Kingston,  a  pair  by  the  Hogsmill  River  on  June  27th  (wri). 
Littleworth  Common,  a  pair  on  May  25th  and  a  pair  at  the  nest  on  July 
14th,  probably  a  second  brood  (wri, jet).  Surbiton,  Berrylands  S.F.,  a  pair 
at  nest  Apr.  17th  from  which  young  flew;  a  second  clutch  on  May  31st  (wri). 


382a  Yellow  Wagtail 

Breeding  season  records  away  from  the  Colne  and  Lea  valleys  and  the 
Thames  marshes,  and  all  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  singles  on  Apr.  10th,  25th, 
26th  and  27th,  six  on  Apr.  30th  (dab,thn):  singles  on  Sept.  11th,  17th, 
18th  and  20th  (dab). 

K  Sevenoaks-Otford,  one  pair  probably  nested  (jc,jgh). 

S  Beddington  S.F.  four  pairs  present,  possibly  bred — a  large  decrease  due  to 
habitat  changes  (kco).  Walton  Res.,  a  pair  collecting  food  in  June  (co). 
Inner  London :  Surrey  Docks,  one  to  four  on  three  dates  in  April ;  at  least 
seven  territories  in  June;  birds  seen  carrying  food  for  young,  and  juveniles 
present  from  June  13th  (rea,tw). 
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382b  Blue-headed  Wagtail 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  singles  on  Apr.  15th  and  July  16th  (is,pjv).  Waltham¬ 
stow  Res.,  one  male  beetna- type  in  June  and  July  seen  carrying  food  (jf). 
H  Royal  Oak  G.P.,  one  on  June  6th  (dkc). 

K  Crossness  S.F.,  one  on  June  10th  (jw,kvm,djp). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  May  20th  (fm). 


382c  Grey-headed  Wagtail 

M  Darlands  Lake,  a  pair  on  Sept.  17th  (ehw).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  May 
19th  (cdh). 

383  Waxwing 

K  Chislehurst,  one  on  Nov.  21st  (djh). 

S  Mitcham,  one  in  observer’s  garden  on  Dec.  29th  (mjs). 

384  Great  Grey  Shrike 

H  Cheshunt  Pits,  one  on  Jan.  2nd  and  6th  (gjw).  Cowheath  Woods,  one  on 
Nov.  18th  (lvpg).  Northaw  Great  Wood,  one  on  Feb.  18th  (lvpg).  Rye 
Meads  area,  one  from  Oct.  20th  to  the  end  of  the  year  (lvpg). 

K  Bromley  Common,  singles  on  Oct.  14th  and  Dec.  2nd  (cpc,md).  Ruxley, 
one  on  Oct.  30th  (nm).  Sevenoaks,  one  Feb.  9th  and  10th  and  one  on  Mar. 
14th  (jc,jgh).  Swanscombe  S.F.,  one  on  Nov.  10th  (lfw). 

S  Banstead  Heath,  one  on  four  dates  from  Jan.  28th  to  Mar.  24th  (mcb,mrb, 
wjd,rgl).  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  five  dates  from  Oct.  15th  to  Nov.  11th 
(jwpb,jd,kco).  Walton  Heath,  one  on  Mar.  4th  (mjm),  possibly  the  bird 
from  Banstead  Heath. 

386  Woodchat  Shrike 

S  East  Ewell,  one  found  dead  on  May  11th  (Mr  &  Mrs  Panting  et  al.). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee.  This  is  the  eighth  record 
for  London  Area  this  century.  Four  have  occurred  since  1970. 

388  Red-backed  Shrike 

Two  pairs  bred  successfully,  one  in  Kent  and  one  in  Surrey.  At  another 
locality  in  Surrey,  a  male  was  present  from  April  to  June. 

389  Starling 

Inner  London  breeding  records  and  some  counts  at  roosts  are  given. 

M  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  14  nests  found  (dab). 

Regents  Park,  bred  (jpw).  St.  James’s  Park,  bred  (ehg). 

K  Dartford  Marsh  to  Stone,  a  winter  roost  of  12,000  (drg).  Bromley  Com¬ 
mon,  15,000  in  Jan.  and  Feb.  (cpc). 

S  Banstead  Downs,  a  roost  estimated  at  100,000  on  Feb.  27th  (rhbf).  Inner 
London:  County  Hall,  S.E.l,  c.  20  pairs  feeding  young  on  May  11th  and 
24th  (pjs«). 
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391  Hawfinch 

Breeding  season  records  are  given. 

E  Hainault,  two  pairs  in  May  (ebwps). 

H  Chorleywood,  several  pairs  recorded,  more  in  gardens  than  in  beech  woods 
(dkc).  Northaw  Great  Wood,  one  pair  bred  (ehw). 

M  Bentley  Priory,  a  pair  Feb.  to  Apr.  (ehw). 

B  Horton,  one  on  Apr.  10th  and  May  17th  (cdh). 


392  Greenfinch 

Inner  London  breeding  season  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  25  territories  (dab,rfs,jpw). 
Regents  Park,  present  throughout  the  year  and  almost  certainly  bred  (jpw). 
St.  James’s  Park,  singing  males  at  two  or  three  sites  in  breeding  season 
(ehg,dms). 


393  Goldfinch 

Large  flocks  and  Inner  London  breeding  season  records  are  given. 

E  Rainham,  580  on  Sept.  27th  (kb). 

H  Maple  Cross,  200  on  Feb.  11th  (mcrg). 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  June  8th;  three 
juveniles,  independent  of  adults,  were  seen  together  in  Hyde  Park  on  July 
23rd,  but  it  is  not  known  whether  they  were  bred  in  the  park  (dab).  Regents 
Park,  a  pair  feeding  fully  fledged  young  on  Primrose  Hill  on  June  6th;  later 
in  the  year  an  old  nest  was  found  in  Queen  Mary  Gardens  (jpw). 

K  Dartford  Marsh-Littlebrook,  200  in  Sept,  and  400  on  Oct.  14th  (drg). 

S  Banstead  and  Walton  Heaths,  300  on  Sept.  12th  (cko,pod).  Inner  London : 
Lambeth  Palace  grounds,  one  singing  on  May  8th  (pjs«).  Thorburn  Square, 
SE1,  a  pair  May  and  June  were  feeding  a  juvenile  on  June  12th  (rea). 
Surrey  Docks,  at  least  three  pairs  in  the  breeding  season;  several  juveniles 
in  July  and  Aug.  (rea). 


394  Siskin 

Frequently  reported  at  both  ends  of  the  year,  maxima  100  at  Little  worth 
Common  on  Apr.  12th  and  100  at  Addlestone  in  Dec.  (ef,tf,jgt).  Visits 
to  gardens  to  feed  on  nuts  etc.  were  reported  from  12  localities.  Inner 
London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  up  to  five  seen  on  five  dates  from  Jan.  1st 
to  Feb.  16th  feeding  on  alders;  singles  on  Apr.  10th,  Oct.  9th,  22nd  and 
27th  and  Nov.  3rd;  three  on  Nov.  14th  (dab,rfs).  Regents  Park,  up  to  12 
feeding  on  alders  between  Feb.  14th  and  27th  (ms). 


395  Linnet 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  up  to  five  on  four  dates  from  Apr.  10th 
to  May  2nd  and  again  on  nine  dates  from  Sept.  20th  to  Oct.  31st,  maximum 
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23  on  Oct.  6th  (dab).  Regents  Park,  small  numbers  recorded  sporadically 
on  passage  between  Oct.  17th  and  Dec.  12th;  one  singing  on  Dec.  27th 
(jpw). 

S  Surrey  Docks,  one  with  four  juveniles  on  June  25th  and  26th;  three  on 
Oct.  15th,  two  on  Nov.  24th  and  three  on  Dec.  8th  (rea). 


396  Twite 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  28  on  Feb.  25th,  30  on  Mar.  18th,  six  on  Mar.  24th,  five 
on  Mar.  31st,  eight  on  Apr.  7th;  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  12  on  Dec.  5th 

(KN). 

K  Swanscombe  Marsh,  one  on  Jan.  7th  (lfw). 


397  Redpoll 

Inner  London  records  and  some  large  counts  are  given. 

H  Chorleywood,  200  on  Jan.  14th  (dkc). 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  up  to  ten  on  seven  dates 
from  Apr.  18th  to  May  12th;  singles  on  June  6th,  Sept.  25th  and  26th;  then 
regularly  from  Oct.  5th  to  Nov.  7th  with  a  max.  of  15  SW  on  Nov.  7th  (dab). 
Regents  Park,  sporadic  records  of  passage  birds  between  Sept.  25th  and 
Nov.  16th  (jpw). 

K  Petts  Wood,  250  on  Dec.  27th  (khp).  Sevenoaks,  150  in  December  (jgh 
et  al.).  Tower  Wood,  Westerham,  190  working  through  trees  on  Apr.  23rd 
(khp). 

S  Banstead  and  Walton  Heaths,  500  in  parties  from  SE  on  Apr.  20th  (ckd, 
pod).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  May  15th  (rea). 

Birds  showing  the  characters  of  C.  /.  flammea,  the  Mealy  Redpoll,  were 
recorded  as  follows:  Horton  G.P.  (Bucks.),  one  on  Feb.  17th  (cdh); 
Bromley  Common  (Kent),  one  during  January  and  February,  and  two  on 
Oct.  13th  (cpc);  Sevenoaks  (Kent),  one  on  Feb.  17th,  two  on  Mar.  3rd, 

two  trapped  and  measured  on  Nov.  24th  (jgh,gch,pfh,jc). 

\ 

400  Serin 

H  Hilfieid  Park,  one  on  Mar.  21st  (rc,mgw). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee.  This  is  the  third  record  for 
the  London  Area. 


401  Bullfinch 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred  with  one  territory  in  each  park 
(dab,rfs).  Regents  Park,  present  throughout  the  year  and  bred  (jpw). 

404  Crossbill 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  three  on  July  19th  (lvpg). 

K  Kelsey  Park,  three  on  Oct.  30th  (mtf).  Keston  Pines,  a  female  on  Dec. 
23rd  (cpc). 

S  Epsom  Common,  one  flew  W  calling  on  June  12th  (wri).  Kew  Gardens, 
two  pairs  for  two  weeks  in  Jan.  (ad).  Oxshott,  four  on  Mar.  18th  (wri). 
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407  Chaffinch 

Inner  London  breeding  season  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  17  territories  (dab,rfs,jpw). 
Regents  Park,  bred  (jpw).  St.  James’s  Park,  a  male  singing  from  mid-May 
to  mid- June  (ehg,dms). 

408  Brambling 

More  records  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  than  at  the  end.  All  flocks  of 
100  or  more  were  North  of  the  Thames.  Details  of  these  and  all  Inner 
London  records  are  given. 

H  Hampermill,  100-150  on  Mar.  3rd  (dkc).  Chorleywood,  200  on  Jan.  1st 
(dkc).  Whippendell  Woods,  200  on  Dec.  12th,  the  largest  flock  for  years 
at  this  locality  (mmh,jdm). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  100+  on  Dec.  29th  (hrg).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/ 
Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Mar.  20th,  two  on  Mar.  21st  and  Apr.  18th; 
one  to  three  on  seven  dates  from  Oct.  13th  to  Nov.  7th  (dab). 

409  Yellowhammer 

There  were  200  at  a  roost  in  reed  beds  at  Rye  Meads,  Herts.,  on  Feb.  17th 
(lvpg).  The  only  record  for  Inner  London  was  one  flying  SW  at  Hyde 
Park  on  Mar.  27th  (dab). 

410  Corn  Bunting 

No  change  in  breeding  status  was  reported.  Concentrations  of  100  or 
more  in  winter  are  given. 

E  Rainham,  100+  on  Dec.  9th  (kn). 

H  Rye  Meads,  100  roosting  in  reeds  on  Dec.  12th  (lvpg). 

K  Swanscombe  Marsh,  130  on  Jan.  7th  and  Feb.  4th,  some  of  which  flew 
across  from  the  Essex  side  of  the  Thames  to  roost  (lfw). 

421  Reed  Bunting 

Inner  London  records  and  large  numbers  are  given. 

H  Rye  Meads,  c.  100  pairs  bred  (lvpg). 

M  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  two  on  Oct.  6th,  one  on  the  8th  and 
24th  (dab). 

K  Dartford-Littlebrook-Stone  Marshes,  200  from  Mar.  25th  to  Apr.  1st;  100 
in  mid-Oct.  (drg). 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  a  male  singing  on  Mar.  28th  and  a  pair  in 
April;  two  pairs  on  May  15th;  a  pair  were  seen  carrying  food  for  young 
on  June  12th  and  a  pair  were  seen  with  young  on  July  28th,  the  first  breeding 
record  for  Inner  London ;  present  on  a  number  of  dates  from  August  to  the 
end  of  the  year,  maximum  seven  on  Nov.  24th  (rea,pjg,tw). 

422  Lapland  Bunting 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  flushed  from  ploughed  beds  on  Oct.  25th  (jd).  The 
fifth  record  for  the  London  Area  this  century,  and  the  second  for  Bedding- 
ton. 
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424  House  Sparrow 

Counts  at  some  roosts  in  Kent  are  given. 

K  Dartford-Littlebrook-Stone  Marshes,  estimated  numbers  at  three  roosts 
were  3,000  Jan. /Feb.,  2,000  in  Mar.,  700  Apr./Jul.,  5,000  Aug./Sept,  when 
grain  stubble  was  available,  5,000  falling  to  3,000  in  Oct.,  3,000  Nov./Dec. 
(drg). 

425  Tree  Sparrow 

Large  numbers  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Epping,  400+  at  Copt  Hall  on  Jan.  28th  (rwb). 

H  Chorleywood,  1,000  on  Jan.  2nd,  600  on  Jan.  14th  (dkc). 

M  Inner  London,  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  one  Oct.  6th  and  8th, 
three  on  Nov.  3rd  (dab).  Regents  Park,  12  flying  SW  on  Oct.  1st  (jpw). 
K  Bromley  Common,  350  on  Jan.  6th  was  the  maximum  for  the  month; 
300  on  Dec.  2nd  was  the  maximum  for  Dec.  (cpc).  Swanscombe,  North- 
fleet,  Broadness,  400  on  Feb.  4th  (lfw). 


\ 
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The  Influence  of  Cleaner  Air 
on  the  Breeding  Birds 
of  Inner  London 

by  Stanley  Cramp 


INTRODUCTION 

Since  the  passing  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  1956,  the  benefits,  both  medically  and 
aesthetically,  to  human  beings  have  been  marked.  It  was  first  suggested  by 
Cramp  and  Tomlins  (1966)  that  the  cleaner  air  might  also  be  affecting  breeding 
birds.  In  1966,  also,  it  was  reported  that  House  Martins  De/ichon  urbica  had 
returned  to  nest  in  Inner  London  after  an  interval  of  nearly  80  years.  A  special 
survey  showed  that  this  species  had  also  increased  in  adjoining  areas  and  it  was 
argued  that  there  was  a  strong  correlation  between  the  increase  and  lessened 
smoke  pollution  (Cramp  and  Gooders  1967).  Another  bird  feeding  on  flying 
insects,  the  Swift  Apus  apus,  had  managed  to  cling  on  as  a  nesting  species  in 
Inner  London  even  in  the  murkiest  years  (perhaps  because  it  feeds  at  higher 
levels  where  smoke  pollution  tends  to  be  less),  and  Gooders  (1969)  showed  that, 
although  the  evidence  was  less  precise  because  of  the  greater  difficulty  in  locating 
nests,  its  breeding  range  was  tending  to  move  in  further  towards  the  centre  of 
London. 

Since  then,  environmentalist  politicians  have  not  infrequently  claimed  that  the 
variety  of  bird  life  in  Central  London  has  increased  dramatically  because  of  the 
enlightened  policies  pursued  by  them  or  their  predecessors.  Their  statements 
usually  gave,  and  then  often  inaccurately,  the  total  number  of  species  recorded 
in  Inner  London,  including  non-insectivorous  nesting  species,  as  well  as  passage 
migrants  and  vagrants.  The  only  useful  comparison  is,  of  course,  the  changes 
in  numbers  or  abundance  of  insectivorous  species  nesting  in  the  area,  and  it  seems 
worthwhile  to  examine  the  evidence  for  any  variations  which  have  occurred 
since  1956. 


METHODS 

Inner  London  (a  rectangular  area,  with  boundaries  four  miles  east  and  west  and 
two  and  a  half  miles  north  and  south  of  Charing  Cross)  has  been  chosen  for  this 
examination  both  because  most  of  the  worst  air  pollution  occurred  there  and 
because  the  ornithological  record  is  more  complete  than  for  other  highly  polluted 
areas  in  adjoining  districts.  (For  summaries  covering  1900-65,  see  Cramp  and 
Teagle  1952  and  Cramp  and  Tomlins  1966).  Although  for  some  areas  of  Inner 
London,  especially  in  the  east  and  south,  observations  have  been  intermittent, 
there  are  enough  data  available,  largely  through  the  L.N.H.S.  records,  to  ensure 
that  the  picture  for  the  rarer  breeding  species  is  adequate  to  assess  major  changes. 
For  the  more  common  insectivorous  species,  changes  in  numbers  can  be  ascer¬ 
tained  on  the  basis  of  regular  monitoring  of  breeding  numbers  or  territories  held 
in  four  of  the  richest  areas — Regents  Park  (1959-68,  see  Wallace  1974),  Hyde 
Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  (1967-73),  Holland  Park  (1964-72),  and  the 
gardens  of  Buckingham  Palace  (1961-73).  Two  areas  of  Inner  London  where 
there  have  been  important  changes  in  breeding  species,  including  insect  feeders, 
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are  the  bombed  areas,  mainly  in  the  City,  and  more  recently  the  disused 
Surrey  Docks.  These  have,  however,  been  deliberately  excluded,  because  major 
habitat  changes  rather  than  air  pollution  are  clearly  the  over-riding  factors. 


CHANGES  IN  INSECTIVOROUS  SPECIES 

It  is  impossible  to  say  accurately  how  breeding  distribution  of  Swifts  and  House 
Martins  has  changed  further  since  1966  without  further  comprehensive  enquiries, 
as  both  species  nest  in  built-up  areas  not  normally  covered  annually  by  observers.  , 
In  the  case  of  the  Swift,  moreover,  nests  are  hard  to  find,  and  many  go  unreported. 
There  are  few  definite  records  since  1966,  but  in  1972  and  1973  three  new  sites 
were  reported  in  Bayswater  and  Islington,  suggesting  a  further  slight  advance 
towards  the  centre.  There  is  clear  evidence,  however,  that  the  House  Martin  has 
made  further  penetrations  on  the  edges  of  the  Inner  London  area.  The  only 
colony  known  in  1965-66  within  this  area  was  near  Primrose  Hill;  this  increased 
slightly  from  six  nests  in  1966  to  19  in  1969,  20  in  1971,  and  25  in  1972,  with  some 
spread  to  neighbouring  roads.  At  Fulham,  in  the  south-west,  the  colonies  just 
outside  the  boundary  in  1965-66  have  now  spread  inside,  with  small  numbers 
breeding  at  Harbord  Street,  and  nearby  roads  in  the  last  four  years,  while,  in  the 
north,  small  colonies  were  recorded  at  two  sites  in  Islington  in  1973  and  to  the 
east,  House  Martins  were  first  reported  nesting  near  Victoria  Park  in  1969  and 
in  Bethnal  Green  in  1970.  The  other  two  species  feeding  on  flying  insects  have 
shown  no  change  in  status;  the  Swallow  Hirundo  rustica  is  a  rare  breeding  bird 
in  Inner  London  (1907-8  and  1968)  while  the  Sand  Martin  Riparia  riparia  has 
never  bred. 

Up  to  1956  only  one  woodpecker  nested  regularly  in  Inner  London.  This  was 
the  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker  Dendrocopus  major ,  which  was  once  restricted 
to  the  gardens  of  Holland  House,  but  spread  after  1940,  first  to  Kensington 
Gardens,  where  it  bred  in  most  years,  then  to  Battersea  Park,  where  it  probably 
nested  in  1949  and  1950,  and  later  to  Regents  Park,  where  it  bred  in  1952  and 
probably  in  1953  and  1954.  In  1952  and  1953,  a  second  woodpecker,  the  Green 
Woodpecker  Picus  viridis  bred  in  Holland  Park  (and  possibly  did  so  in  1954), 
whilst  a  third  species,  the  Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker  Dendrocopus  minor  was 
seen  there  occasionally,  although  there  was  never  any  evidence  of  nesting.  Since 
1956,  woodpeckers  have  been  much  less  common.  The  Great  Spotted  Wood¬ 
pecker  last  bred  in  Kensington  Gardens  in  1956,  it  has  apparently  gone  from 
Battersea  Park,  while  in  Holland  Park,  although  a  pair  was  present  in  moat 
years  to  1972,  breeding  has  not  been  proved  since  1965.  There  has  been  no 
further  definite  breeding  in  Regents  Park  either,  though  a  juvenile  bird  was  seen 
there  in  1961.  The  felling  of  many  old  trees  in  Kensington  Gardens  in  1955 
undoubtedly  affected  both  the  food  and  nesting  sites  for  woodpeckers,  whilst 
increased  public  disturbance,  as  well  as  some  clearance  of  woodland  areas,  are 
thought  to  have  been  factors  in  Holland  Park.  Both  the  other  woodpeckers 
have  become  rarer  in  recent  years,  and  have  not  nested. 

Two  of  the  tits,  the  Blue  Tit  Parus  caeruleus  and  the  Great  Tit  Parus  major 
have  bred  regularly  for  many  years  in  all  the  larger  parks,  less  frequently  in  the 
smaller  ones,  and  in  some  urban  areas  with  squares  and  gardens.  It  was  thought 
that  there  had  been  some  increase  between  1950  and  1965  in  both  species  (Cramp 
and  Tomlins  1966).  The  most  reliable  figures,  for  Regents  Park  1959-68  and 
Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  1967-73,  showed  increases  for  both  species 
in  Regents  Park,  with  an  average  of  just  over  six  pairs  1959-63  and  over  13  pairs 
1964-8  for  Great  Tit,  and  almost  14  pairs  and  20  pairs  respectively  in  the  same 
periods  for  Blue  Tit,  but  more  recently  in  Hyde  Park  and  K.  G.  only  a  slight 
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increase  in  Blue  Tit  (53  territories  annually  1967-69  and  nearly  58  territories 
1970-73),  and  virtually  no  change  for  Great  Tit  with  an  average  of  nearly  23 
territories  1967-69  and  over  23  territories  1970-73.  There  was  no  evidence  of  any 
marked  trends  for  these  species  in  Holland  Park,  Buckingham  Palace  Gardens  or 
St.  James’s  Park,  or  that  either  species  had  bred  more  frequently  outside  the 
parks  in  the  more  marginal  habitats  such  as  squares  and  gardens.  The  Coal  Tit 
Parus  ater  has  shown  a  marked  increase.  Before  1956,  it  bred  only  occasionally 
in  Inner  London  with  pairs  in  Kensington  Gardens  in  1947,  1951  and  possibly 
1953,  and  in  Regents  Park  in  1955.  In  1958  it  nested  in  Holland  Park,  and  from 
1962  to  1972  bred  there  regularly,  at  first  single  pairs,  but  after  1969,  two  to 
three  pairs  each  year.  In  Regents  Park,  breeding  occurred  first  in  1960,  then 
regularly  from  1965  to  1968,  increasing  from  one  to  four  pairs.  In  Hyde  Park 
and  Kensington  Gardens,  there  was  a  still  more  marked  expansion  with  the  first 
four  nesting  in  1966,  rising  to  7-11  territories  between  1967  and  1971,  and  16 
territories  in  1972  and  1973.  Single  pairs  bred  in  Buckingham  Palace  gardens 
in  1970  and  1971,  and  in  St.  James’s  Park  in  1973.  Another  species,  the  Long¬ 
tailed  Tit  Aegithalos  caudata  appears  to  be  attempting  to  establish  itself  in  Inner 
London.  A  pair  bred  in  Holland  Park  in  1971  and  1972,  while  in  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens,  two  pairs  nested  in  1972,  but  not  1973.  (In  1974,  however, 
not  less  than  four  nests  were  found  in  Regents  Park). 

The  warblers  are  another  important  group  of  insect  feeders.  They  have  always 
been  restricted  as  breeding  species  in  Inner  London,  perhaps  by  the  shortage  of 
nesting  sites  with  adequate  cover  as  well  as  by  lack  of  insect  food.  The  Blackcap 
Sylvia  atricapilla  and  Willow  Warbler  Phylloscopus  trochilus  were  thought  in 
1929  to  nest  regularly  in  small  numbers  in  the  then  private  grounds  of  Holland 
House,  but  elsewhere  there  were  few  breeding  records  of  any  warblers  between 
1900  and  1956.  Blackcaps  nested  in  St.  John’s  Wood  in  1953  and  1954;  Willow 
Warblers  in  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  from  1921  to  1923,  in  Regents 
Park  in  1935,  1954-5  and  in  Holland  Park  in  1953-5;  Whitethroats  Sylvia  com¬ 
munis  in  Regents  Park  in  1953;  Lesser  Whitethroats  Sylvia  curruca  in  Holland 
House  grounds  in  1915,  and  in  Hyde  Park  in  1921 ;  and  the  ChiffchafT Phylloscopus 
collybita  in  Holland  House  grounds  in  1937.  In  the  17  years  since  1956,  the  total 
numbers  of  warblers  nesting  has  increased  many  times,  mainly  due  to  a  marked 
rise  in  one  species,  the  Blackcap.  This  has  become  an  almost  regular  breeder 
in  Holland  Park  (with  between  one  and  three  pairs  in  11  of  the  13  years  1960-72), 
and  in  Regents  Park  (where  nesting  was  attempted  in  1961,  followed  by  two  pairs 
breeding  in  1965-7,  three  pairs  in  1968  and  five  pairs  in  1969,  with  probable 
breeding  annually  since,  although  observations  are  incomplete).  The  most 
dramatic  resurgence,  however,  has  been  in  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens, 
where,  after  attempted  nesting  in  1961,  Blackcaps  have  bred  regularly  each  year 
from  1967,  with  as  many  as  seven  or  eight  pairs  holding  territories  in  four  of  the 
last  five  years.  There  has  been  little  change  in  the  status  of  the  other  warblers. 
The  Willow  Warbler  bred  in  Holland  Park  in  1958  and  1959,  in  Regents  Park  in 
1972  (with  single  pairs  present  1959  and  1968)  and  in  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington 
Gardens  in  1969  and  1972,  whilst  the  Garden  Warbler  Sylvia  borin  was  reported 
nesting  for  the  first  time  in  Inner  London  in  Regents  Park  in  1972.  None  of  the 
other  species  of  warbler  has  definitely  bred  since  1956,  though  a  Whitethroat  was 
seen  carrying  food  in  Holland  Park  in  1960. 

There  are  three  insectivorous  species,  the  Robin  Erithacus  rubecula.  Wren 
Troglodytes  troglodytes ,  and  Spotted  Flycatcher  Muscicapa  striata,  which  have 
nested  regularly  for  many  years  in  Inner  London.  In  1950,  the  numbers  of 
Wrens  were  still  small;  they  bred  most  years  in  Battersea  Park  and  probably 
Holland  Park  and  Buckingham  Palace  Gardens,  less  regularly  in  Kensington 
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Gardens  and  Regents  Park  and  probably  the  bombed  areas  of  St.  John’s  Wood. 
There  has  been  a  marked  increase  since,  and  the  species  is  firmly  established  in 
Regents  Park  (with  10-12  pairs  in  1959-61,  five  to  six  pairs  1963  and  11-13  pairs 
1968-9),  in  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  (fluctuating,  but  increasing  from 
some  eight  territories  in  1967  to  18  territories  in  1973),  in  Holland  Park  (about 
five  pairs  from  1964  to  1972),  Buckingham  Palace  Gardens  (two  to  three  pairs, , 
declining  to  two  after  the  cold  winter  of  1962-3),  but  recovering  since  to  four  or 
five  pairs),  and  nesting  in  some  years  in  St.  James’s  Park  and  St.  John’s  Wood, 
and  probably  still  in  Battersea  Park.  The  Robin,  found  in  similar  areas,  showed 
a  slight  increase  in  Regents  Park  with  14-18  pairs  from  1959-63  and  19-20  pairs 
in  1964-8.  There  was  a  later  and  much  larger  increase  in  Hyde  Park  and  K.  G., 
with  8-16  territories  in  1966-9  and  15-25  in  1970-3.  Elsewhere,  there  were 
increases  in  Holland  Park  (eight  pairs  1964-5,  12  pairs  1966-72),  but  no  evidence 
of  marked  change  in  Buckingham  Palace  Gardens  or  elsewhere,  and,  like  the 
Wren,  it  has  not  so  far  spread  to  the  Inner  London  squares  where  suitable 
nesting  sites  do  not  exist.  The  Spotted  Flycatcher  has  nested  occasionally  in  the 
squares  and  areas  with  large  gardens,  but  its  main  strongholds  have  been  the 
parks.  In  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  between  seven  and  11  territories 
were  held  from  1966  to  1972,  with  an  increase  to  15  in  1973,  but  in  Regents  Park 
four  to  six  pairs  were  recorded  in  1959-61,  8-10  pairs  in  1962-8,  and  none  were 
seen  in  1973.  Its  numbers  have  fluctuated  between  one  and  two  pairs  at  Bucking¬ 
ham  Palace  Gardens.  It  has  bred  occasionally  in  Green  Park,  but  not  elsewhere 
in  recent  years.  Overall,  there  has  certainly  been  no  increase,  and  perhaps  even 
some  decline. 

In  contrast,  the  Treecreeper  Certhis  familiaris  has  nested  only  intermittently 
until  recently  in  Inner  London.  Prior  to  1956,  it  had  been  proved  to  breed  only 
in  Kensington  Gardens  at  irregular  intervals  (1945,  1952,  1954).  Then,  after  a 
long  gap,  it  was  recorded  as  resident  there  in  1969  and  was  proved  to  breed  in 
1970  and  again  in  1971-2.  In  1973,  there  was  a  striking  increase,  with  four 
territories  held  there.  Perhaps  it  may  become  a  regular  nester.  Another  species, 
Goldcrest  Regulus  regulus,  unknown  as  a  breeding  bird  before  1956,  is  attempting 
to  establish  itself  in  recent  years,  for  a  pair  nested  in  Holland  Park  in  1971  and 
1972,  while  birds  held  territories  in  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  in  1972 
and  1973,  although  breeding  was  not  proved. 

Although  three  species  of  wagtail  have  nested  in  Inner  London,  the  Pied 
Wagtail  Motacilla  alba  is  the  only  one  to  have  done  so  with  any  regularity. 
Before  1946,  it  was  known  only  as  an  occasional  nester,  then  for  some  years  it 
bred  only  on  the  bombed  areas  of  Cripplegate.  Elsewhere  though  it  often  feeds 
in  the  parks,  many  nests  are  just  outside  them,  and  so  are  probably  overlooked. 
It  seems  likely  that  it  has  nested  regularly  each  year  since  1956,  with  breeding 
reported  occasionally  in  all  the  parks  as  well  as  Buckingham  Palace  gardens, 
Bloomsbury,  the  City,  Clerkenwell  and  Victoria.  The  data  is  inadequate  to 
assess  trends  with  any  exactness,  but  its  numbers  may  be  increasing  slightly.  The 
Yellow  Wagtail  Motacilla  flava  and  Grey  Wagtail  M.  cinerea  breed  only  irregu¬ 
larly.  The  former  is  ready  to  seize  any  opportunity,  as  in  Regents  Park  when 
the  open  area  was  closed  to  the  public  in  the  1939-45  war,  or  more  recently,  in 
some  numbers,  in  the  disused  Surrey  Docks  (George  1974);  it  has  also  nested  on 
waste  land  in  Lambeth  in  1968  and  1970.  The  Grey  Wagtail  nested  in  Cripple- 
gate  in  1952,  on  a  Whitechapel  brewery  in  1960  and  1961,  but  not  apparently 
since. 

SPECIES  FEEDING  PARTLY  ON  INSECTS 

A  number  of  species  feed  partly  on  insects,  sometimes  for  a  limited  period  of 
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the  year.  Any  effects  of  cleaner  air  on  their  numbers  are  probably  small  and 
would  be  difficult  to  distinguish  from  other  factors,  but  one  or  two  species  are, 
perhaps,  worth  a  brief  mention.  The  Dunnock  Prunella  modularis  feeds  almost 
entirely  on  seeds  in  the  winter,  but  also  takes  many  insects  in  summer.  It 
has  bred  for  many  years  in  all  the  larger  parks  and  open  spaces,  as  well  as  in 
areas  with  large  gardens  such  as  St.  John’s  Wood.  Where  population  figures  are 
available,  its  numbers  seems  to  have  changed  little.  In  Regents  Park  there  were 
41-55  pairs  between  1959  and  1963,  and  50-55  pairs  from  1964  to  1968;  in  Hyde 
Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  23-29  territories  in  1967-9  and  24-32  in  1970-3; 
in  Holland  Park  10  pairs  1964-5, 15  in  1966  and  12  pairs  1967-72,  and  in  Bucking¬ 
ham  Palace  Gardens  between  four  and  five  pairs  from  1961  to  1973.  However, 
in  St.  James’s  Park  it  has  recently  increased,  probably  due  to  more  cover,  and  it 
is  one  of  the  two  species  (with  the  Greenfinch  Chloris  chloris )  to  have  colonised 
the  Bloomsbury  squares  in  recent  years.  There  nesting  has  probably  occurred 
annually  since  1966.  The  Chaffinch  Fringilla  coelebs  also  takes  a  considerable 
amount  of  insect  food  in  summer.  There  were  signs  of  some  decline  in  its  numbers 
after  1950  (Cramp  and  Tomlins  1967),  and  it  now  apparently  breeds  regularly 
only  in  the  larger  parks.  In  Regents  Park  there  was  some  decline  from  an 
average  of  about  16  pairs  each  year  in  1959/63  to  about  11  pairs  in  1964-8,  but 
little  change  in  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  with  numbers  fluctuating 
between  17-20  territories  from  1967  to  1973,  or  Holland  Park,  with  between 
one  and  two  pairs  from  1964-72. 

Two  of  the  Corvidae  species  now  breeding  in  Inner  London  take  enough 
insects  to  be  worth  some  discussion.  The  diet  of  the  Jackdaw  Corvus  monedula 
may  contain  over  40%  insect  food.  For  many  years,  a  small  colony  of  six  pairs 
or  less  hung  on  in  Kensington  Gardens,  but  after  1957  breeding  became  irregular, 
and  no  nests  have  been  reported  since  1969.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Magpie 
Pica  pica,  mainly  an  insect  feeder,  has  recently  colonised  Inner  London,  with  the 
first  wild  pair  breeding  in  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  in  1971  and  again 
in  1972,  and  two  pairs  since  1973.  In  Regents  Park,  two  pairs  bred  in  1973  when 
a  nest  was  also  built  in  Buckingham  Palace  Gardens. 

There  are  a  number  of  other  species  (e.g.  the  Greenfinch,  Bullfinch  Pyrrhula 
pyrrhula ,  and  House  Sparrow  Passer  domesticus )  which  feed  to  some  extent  on 
insects  often  only  when  feeding  young,  but  insect  food  forms  such  a  small 
proportion  of  the  total  diet  that  any  changes  in  their  status  are  likely  to  be  due 
to  other  factors. 


Discussion 

In  considering  the  changes  in  insectivorous  species,  probably  the  best  com¬ 
parison  is  between  the  periods  1940-56  and  1957-73,  i.e.  the  seventeen  years 
before  and  after  the  passing  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  in  1956.  Excluding  the  Black 
Redstart  Phoenicurus  ochruros,  which  in  Inner  London  was  mainly  dependent 
on  the  special  conditions  provided  for  many  years  by  the  bombed  areas  in  the 
City,  there  were  eight  insect  feeders  breeding  regularly  in  the  first  period,  and 
eleven  towards  the  end  of  the  second.  The  gains  were  House  Martin  (after  an 
absence  of  nearly  80  years),  Coal  Tit,  Blackcap,  and  the  apparently  now  establi¬ 
shed  Treecreeper,  all  of  which  nested  on  three  occasions  or  less  in  1940-56. 
Against  this,  there  was  one  loss — the  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker,  perhaps 
caused  by  the  felling  of  old  trees.  In  both  periods,  the  species  nesting  occasionally 
numbered  five — Willow  Warbler,  Yellow  Wagtail  and  Grey  Wagtail  in  both 
periods,  Green  Woodpecker  and  Whitethroat  only  in  the  first,  and  Garden 
Warbler  and  Goldcrest  only  in  the  second. 
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There  was  thus  a  net  gain  of  three  species,  which  may  soon  rise  to  five  if  the 
Long-tailed  Tit  and  Goldcrest  succeed  in  establishing  themselves  as  regular 
breeding  species.  This  is  small  in  numbers,  but  a  considerable  proportionate 
increase  above  the  previous  eight.  In  addition,  of  the  seven  most  numerous, 
insect  feeding  species  which  nested  regularly,  the  Wren  has  shown  a  marked 
increase,  the  Robin  has  increased  to  a  lesser  extent,  both  Blue  and  Coal  Tits 
increased  up  to  c.  1968,  though  their  numbers  may  now  have  stabilised,  and 
the  Pied  Wagtail  may  have  increased  slightly.  There  is  insufficient  data  to 
assess  numerical  changes  for  the  Swift,  although  it  appears  to  be  spreading 
slightly  towards  the  centre,  while  the  Spotted  Flycatcher,  for  many  years  the 
only  summer  migrant  to  breed  regularly  in  Inner  London,  has  certainly  not 
increased  and  may  have  declined  slightly  in  numbers.  Among  the  partly 
insectivorous  species,  there  has  been  one  lost  (Jackdaw)  and  one  gained  (Magpie), 
whilst  of  the  two  species  breeding  regularly  the  Dunnock  has  spread  into  the 
Bloomsbury  squares,  though  its  numbers  elsewhere  seem  to  have  changed  little, 
and  the  Chaffinch  may  have  declined  slightly. 

The  reasons  for  changes  in  numbers  of  any  breeding  species  are  complex,  and 
it  is  not  easy  to  assess  the  importance  of  any  single  factor.  Gross  habitat 
changes,  such  as  the  disappearance  of  the  blitzed  areas  in  the  City  and  the  more 
recent  closing  of  the  Surrey  Docks,  have  been  excluded  from  these  comparisons, 
but,  especially  in  the  Royal  Parks,  the  improved  provision  of  sanctuaries  in 
recent  years  has  led  to  minor  habitat  changes  of  some  importance.  Thus,  two 
birds  which  have  recently  nested  in  Inner  London  for  the  first  time,  the  Heron 
Ardea  cinerea  and  Great  Crested  Grebe  Podiceps  cristatus ,  although  as  fish- 
eaters  irrelevant  to  this  discussion,  could  not  have  bred  successfully  without 
protective  measures  undertaken  by  the  Department  of  the  Environment.  They 
have  also  extended  sanctuaries  for  insect  feeders  in  recent  years,  but  these  are 
still  too  limited  in  extent  to  be  responsible  for  more  than  a  fraction  of  the  changes 
outlined  above. 

It  is  also  worth  considering  whether  the  numbers  of  these  insectivorous 
species  are  changing  elsewhere  in  England.  Reliable  data  has  only  recently 
become  available  through  the  Common  Bird  Census  organised  by  the  British 
Trust  for  Ornithology,  which  produces  measurements  of  changes  in  the  abun¬ 
dance  of  certain  species,  based  on  special  surveys  in  farmland  and  woodland 
areas,  mainly  in  England.  The  most  recent  indices  are  for  1971-72  (Batten  1973). 
For  three  of  the  four  species  which  have  become  regular  nesters  in  Inner  London 
since  1956  these  indices  (farmland =F,  woodland =W)  show  considerable 
increases — compared  with  the  base  index  of  100  for  1966,  Blackcap  (157  F,  114  W) 
Coal  Tit  (206  W)  and  Treecreeper  (227  F,  143  W),  while  the  index  for  the 
Goldcrest,  which  may  be  about  to  establish  itself  as  a  regular  nester  in  Inner 
London,  rose  even  more  (23 1  W).  Of  the  four  species  breeding  regularly  in  Inner 
London  in  both  periods,  the  Wren  has  shown  a  marked  increase  elsewhere 
(255  F,  199  W),  but  the  other  three  species  have  increased  much  less  (Great  Tit 
130  F,  107  W;  Blue  Tit  128  F,  112  W,  and  Robin  113  F,  102  W),  while  the 
Pied  Wagtail,  which  may  have  increased  in  Inner  London,  has  become  only 
slightly  more  numerous  elsewhere  (117  F)  and  the  Spotted  Flycatcher,  possibly 
decreasing  in  Inner  London,  shows  no  change  in  farmland  (100)  and  a  decrease 
in  woodland  (89). 

Thus,  where  data  is  available,  there  is  often  a  good  correlation  with  changes 
among  insectivorous  species  nesting  in  Inner  London  and  those  occurring 
elsewhere  between  1966  and  1972.  In  general,  this  is  perhaps  to  be  expected, 
both  because  of  factors  which  are  affecting  a  species  throughout  the  country 
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(e.g.  the  incidence  of  mild  winters  which  Batten  (1973)  considered  to  be  specially 
relevant  for  some  of  the  recent  increases  reported),  and  because  most  species 
are  unlikely  to  colonise  such  marginal  habitats  as  Inner  London  unless  they  are 
prospering  in  more  favourable  ones.  However,  even  if  numbers  outside  are 
increasing,  a  species  could  not  thrive  in  Inner  London  unless  enough  food  and 
safe  nesting  sites  were  available.  Although  adequate  data  are  lacking,  it  is 
almost  certain  that  many  of  these  species  increased  at  other  times  during  the 
years  1900-56,  when  there  were  certain  climatically  favourable  periods  occurring, 
perhaps  more  frequently  as  climatologists  have  suggested  that  the  early  years 
of  the  century  were  a  period  of  climatic  amelioration,  with  a  reversal  about 
1940-50  (Lamb  1963).  Yet  there  is  no  evidence  of  any  such  marked  spread  of 
insectivorous  species  then  into  Inner  London. 

It  still,  therefore,  appears  probable  in  my  view,  that  the  increases  in  the 
numbers,  and  perhaps  variety,  of  insects  in  Inner  London  has  been  one  important 
factor  in  the  changes  in  insectivorous  birds  breeding  there.  However,  as  was 
stressed  earlier  (Cramp  and  Gooders  1966),  the  link  between  cleaner  air  and 
increased  insects  has  not  been  established  because  the  complex  and  difficult 
surveys  needed  to  determine  any  changes  in  insect  numbers  or  variety  have  not 
been  made.  The  effects  of  cleaner  air,  whether  on  insects  or  the  vegetation  on 
which  they  are  largely  dependent,  are  certain  to  be  complex.  Since  1956  there 
has  been  a  marked  reduction  in  smoke  pollution  in  Central  London,  but  a  much 
smaller  decrease  in  sulphur  dioxide  SO  2  (largely  caused  by  emissions  from  power 
stations  or  industry)  and  then  only  at  lower  levels,  and  these  two  can  be  regarded 
only  as  indices  of  more  complicated  pollution  (Lawther  and  Bonnell  1970). 
Reduced  smoke  pollution  was  thought  to  be  the  main  factor  in  the  case  of  the 
House  Martin  and  Swift  where  a  close  correlation  was  shown  between  areas 
where  these  birds  had  increased  and  the  levels  of  smoke  pollution.  Smoke 
pollution  also  influences  vegetation,  and  hence  possibly  insects,  but  SO 2  may 
have  even  more  marked  effects,  and  these  have  been  demonstrated  for  a  variety 
of  plants,  especially  lichens  which  serve  as  excellent  indicators  of  contamination 
from  this  source  (Laundon  1970).  It  would  be  desirable  and  intriguing  to 
attempt  to  link  more  closely  the  increases  in  certain  bird  species  with  specific 
changes  in  their  insect  prey,  and  to  ascertain  whether  these  linked  directly  to 
cleaner  air  or  indirectly  through  an  increase  in  their  food  plants,  but  it  is  likely 
to  be  many  years  before  adequate  knowledge  from  a  multiplicity  of  disciplines 
is  available. 

SUMMARY 

Changes  in  the  variety  and  numbers  of  insectivorous  birds  breeding  in  Inner 
London  are  outlined,  with  special  reference  to  the  17  years  before  and  after  the 
Clean  Air  Act  1956.  In  areas  where  there  have  been  no  major  habitat  changes, 
the  number  of  such  species  nesting  regularly  increased  from  eight  to  11  (and 
possibly  12),  while  of  the  seven  species  nesting  regularly  in  both  periods,  four 
have  increased  in  numbers  and  one  may  have  done  so.  Possible  reasons  are 
discussed,  and  it  is  suggested  that  reduced  smoke  pollution,  leading  to  greater 
supplies  of  insect  foods  may  have  been  one  important  factor,  although  the 
entomological  and  other  evidence  to  establish  a  direct  link  is  lacking. 
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Heronries  in  the  London  area 

P.  J .  Oliver 


Details  of  London’s  heronries  between  1900  and  1954  were  tabulated  in  Birds  of 
the  London  Area  since  1900.  Subsequently,  annual  figures  of  numbers  of  nests 
occupied  have  been  given  in  the  London  Bird  Reports ,  and  it  now  seems  appro¬ 
priate  to  review  the  trends  of  these  figures. 

The  minimum  number  of  nests  occupied  in  each  known  heronry  since  1955 
is  shown  in  Table  1,  and  the  sum  of  these  figures  is  plotted  in  Figure  1.  Some  of 
the  figures  have  been  amended  from  those  previously  published  in  London  Bird 
Reports  where  later  information  has  become  available.  The  fate  of  the  indi¬ 
vidual  heronries  is  summarised  below. 

Walthamstow  Reservoirs  This  heronry,  perhaps  one  of  the  best  known  in  the 
country  has  prospered.  In  common  with  events  elsewhere  in  the  country 
(Stafford,  1971)  numbers  declined  dramatically  after  the  cold  winters  of  1961-2 
and  1962-3,  but  the  population  recovered  to  its  former  levels  by  1967  and  showed 
a  further  increase  to  record  levels  from  1968  to  1970.  A  setback  occurred  in 
1971  when  drainage  of  one  of  the  reservoirs  allowed  considerable  disturbance 
to  one  of  the  nesting  islands,  but  the  position  was  restored  in  1972  and  has  been 
followed  by  further  increases  in  the  two  subsequent  years.  Table  1  emphasises 
the  importance  of  this  heronry  for  the  species  in  the  London  area;  since  1968 
it  has  accounted  for  over  70%  of  the  nests  in  our  area. 

Wanstead  Park  After  some  years  at  a  minimal  level  this  very  old  established 
heronry  was  finally  deserted  after  the  1957  season. 

Little  Parndon  The  heronry  here  was  of  more  recent  origin,  having  been 
established  in  1945,  but  no  nesting  took  place  after  1962,  by  which  time  the 
buildings  of  Harlow  New  Town  had  surrounded  the  site. 

Richmond  Park  Here  also,  after  some  years  at  a  low  population  level,  herons 
finally  deserted  the  site.  No  young  were  raised  in  1960,  after  which  no  further 
nesting  was  attempted. 

Gatton  Park  This  small  colony  continued  to  decline  even  after  1963,  numbers 
in  recent  years  having  been  similar  to  those  at  Richmond  Park  in  the  later  years 
of  that  colony.  It  may  be  wondered,  therefore,  whether  this  site  too  will  soon 
be  abandoned. 

Kempton  Park  Until  the  mid-1960s  this  was  the  largest  heronry  in  the  London 
Area  but  numbers  did  not  recover  after  1963.  The  accuracy  of  the  count  in  1965 
is  open  to  doubt  and  no  count  is  available  for  1967.  In  1968  about  30  nests  were 
occupied  in  February  but,  following  the  commencement  of  gravel  digging 
operations  nearby,  the  number  of  occupied  nests  declined.  Intervention  by  the 
Surrey  Naturalists’  Trust  reduced  the  disturbance  and  at  least  24  nests  were  still 
occupied  in  March  of  that  year,  but  numbers  continued  to  decline  in  the  two 
succeeding  years.  Predation  by  Crows  was  cited  by  one  observer  as  a  factor 
contributing  to  the  decline.  After  remaining  at  a  low  level  in  1972  and  1973 
numbers  of  occupied  nests  improved  to  about  20  in  1974.  (Data  for  1968  and 
later  mainly  from  D.  Parr,  pers.  comm.). 


Table  1.  Numbers  of  occupied  Heron  nests  in  the  London  Area,  1955  to  1974 
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West  Kent  A  new  heronry  was  established  in  this  sector  in  1968  when  one 
pair  nested.  The  figures  shown  in  Table  1  for  the  subsequent  three  years  of  in¬ 
crease  are  approximate,  but  the  heronry  now  seems  to  be  at  a  plateau  of  some 
ten  pairs. 

Regents  Park  The  establishment  of  a  small  heronry  in  Inner  London  has  been 
one  of  the  more  encouraging  features  of  London’s  ornithology  in  recent  years 
but,  although  there  were  ten  occupied  nests  in  1970,  numbers  have  since  remained 
in  single  figures. 


DISCUSSION 

The  basic  stability  of  the  British  heron  population  has  frequently  been  com¬ 
mented  upon,  notably  by  Lack  (1954),  and  it  is  therefore  of  some  interest  that  in 
the  London  Area  on  the  one  hand  a  number  of  heronries  have  declined  to  very 
low  levels  or  disappeared  altogether,  while  on  the  other,  the  numbers  at  Waltham¬ 
stow  have  increased  beyond  what  might  previously  have  been  regarded  as  a 
‘normal’  level.  The  percentage  change  since  1955  in  the  London  Area  as  a 
whole  and  at  the  Walthamstow  heronry  is  compared  in  Figure  2,  with  similar 
data  for  England  and  Wales  (derived  from  Stafford,  1971  and  Reynolds,  1974). 
The  rapid  increase  at  Walthamstow  after  1963  is  in  marked  contrast  to  the 
national  figures  which  only  regained  their  earlier  levels  in  1971. 

The  failure  of  the  population  at  Kempton  Park  to  recover  after  the  hard 
winter  of  1962/3  appears  to  have  been  attributable  to  disturbance  and  this  may 
also  have  been  the  reason  for  the  abandonment  of  Little  Parndon,  but  no  reasons 
have  been  adduced  for  the  failure  of  the  Gatton  Park  heronry  to  regain  the 
pre-1963  levels  or  to  account  for  the  extinction  of  the  Richmond  Park  heronry. 
The  increase  at  Walthamstow  could  be  attributed  to  a  transfer  from  other  heron¬ 
ries  or  to  an  absolute  population  increase.  Heronries  in  Essex  (mainly  on  the 
coast  or  near  Abberton  or  Hanningfield  Reservoirs)  have  increased  since  1963 
(Meadows,  1972),  the  very  large  heronry  at  High  Halstow,  Kent,  has  increased 
beyond  the  level  that  obtained  before  1963  ( Kent  Bird  Reports ),  and  there  have 
been  no  significant  changes  in  the  numbers  of  nesting  herons  in  Hertfordshire, 
where  the  heronries  are  in  any  event  small  (J.  Magee,  pers.  comm.).  Kempton 
Park  would  therefore  appear  to  have  been  a  possible  source  of  any  population 
shift.  The  decline  there  coincided  to  a  degree  with  an  increase  at  the  heronry  at 
Fort  Belvedere,  Virginia  Water,  some  ten  miles  to  the  west  (Parr,  1972),  but  not 
to  a  sufficient  extent  to  account  fully  for  the  fall  at  Kempton  Park.  Heronries 
elsewhere  in  the  middle  Thames  area  have  continued  to  decline  ( Middle  Thames 
Naturalist  for  1972).  On  balance  therefore,  one  might  conclude  that  the  increase 
at  Walthamstow  could  be  attributed,  at  least  in  part,  to  a  shift  in  the  population 
from  Kempton  Park,  though  the  evidence  is  no  more  than  circumstantial,  and 
a  movement  of  herons  from  further  afield  (perhaps  the  Continent)  is  not  of  course 
ruled  out. 

In  any  event,  other  factors  must  have  played  a  part,  notably  food  supply. 
Lack  {op.  cit.)  implied  that  this  is  the  ultimate  factor  controlling  the  population 
of  herons  and  Meadows  (op.  cit.)  put  forward  evidence  suggesting,  at  least 
between  1964  and  1969,  a  positive  correlation  between  the  Walthamstow  nesting 
population  and  the  abundance  of  Roach  as  evidenced  by  the  post-spawning 
mortality  in  the  River  Lea.  Unfortunately  similar  data  concerning  Roach  are 
not  available  subsequent  to  1969  but  the  further  increase  in  Herons  at  Waltham¬ 
stow,  especially  in  1973  and  1974,  implies  either  that  the  food  supply  has  also 
increased  further  (e.g.  in  the  disused  Surrey  Docks)  or  that  previously  some 
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Fig.  2.  Index  of  Occupied  Heron  Nests  (1955  =  100) 
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other  unidentified  factor  was  operating  to  restrict  the  numbers  of  herons.  In  any 
event,  whatever  the  reasons  for  the  increase  the  result  is  that  the  fortunes  of 
Herons  in  the  London  Area  are  now  dependent  primarily  upon  the  heronry  at 
Walthamstow.  The  need  for  its  continued  protection  is  self-evident. 
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The  Breeding  Birds  of 
Bishop’s  Park,  Fulham 
and  its  vicinity 

P.  J.  Strangeman 


INTRODUCTION 

Preliminary  results  of  the  bird  censuses  of  Bishop’s  Park,  Fulham  and  its  vicinity 
between  1957  and  1964  were  given  in  the  London  Bird  Report  for  1965  (Strange¬ 
man  1966).  A  chapter  on  “Birds  in  Fulham”  (Strangeman  1970),  dealing  mainly 
with  the  birds  of  Bishop’s  Park,  has  been  recently  published  in  A  History  of 
Fulham  to  1965. 

In  the  present  paper  the  status  of  the  nesting  species  from  1965  to  1973  is 
discussed,  and  comparison  is  made  with  the  period  1957-1964.  The  British 
Trust  for  Ornithology’s  Common  Birds  Censuses  carried  out  between  1965  and 

1971  form  the  basis  of  the  paper.  Occasional  visits  were  made  to  the  park  in 

1972  and  1973.  Records  of  nesting  species  in  the  residential  area  were  kept 
throughout  the  study  period. 


CHANGES  IN  STUDY  AREA  SINCE  1965 

Since  1965  the  main  changes  in  the  study  area  have  occurred  in  Fulham  Palace 
Grounds  (hereafter  called  the  palace  grounds),  where  3.4  acres  of  the  southern 
area  have  been  managed  by  the  London  Borough  of  Hammersmith  since  the 
winter  of  1967/68.  As  a  result,  the  woodland  community  has  been  affected  by 
the  removal  of  ivy,  brambles,  holm  oaks  and  sycamores  and  the  subsequent 
planting  of  ornamental  shrubs. 

In  1973  the  Bishop  of  London  moved  from  his  Fulham  Palace  residence,  and 
the  entire  grounds  were  placed  in  the  care  of  the  local  authority.  The  council’s 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  importance  of  the  palace  grounds  as  a  nesting 
habitat  in  an  attempt  to  prevent  this  secluded  area  from  suffering  a  similar  fate 
to  that  of  the  southern  area.  A  favourable  reply  has  been  received  suggesting 
that  little  disturbance  will  be  likely.  Figure  1  shows  a  1973  map  of  the  study 
area. 


BREEDING  POPULATION  IN  THE  PARK 

Table  1,  which  includes  the  1964  census  for  comparison,  shows  that  27  species 
bred  or  probably  bred  between  1965  and  1971. 

There  were  18  nesting  species  from  1958  to  1964  of  which  14  were  regular 
(Woodpigeon,  Carrion  Crow,  Jay,  Great  Tit,  Blue  Tit,  Wren,  Song  Thrush, 
Blackbird,  Robin,  Dunnock,  Starling,  Greenfinch,  Chaffinch  and  House  Sparrow) 
and  four  irregular  (Mallard,  Kestrel,  Tawny  Owl  and  Mistle  Thrush).  All  the 
species  breeding  in  this  early  period  also  bred  or  probably  bred  from  1965  to 
1971. 


Table  I  Number  of  territories  in  breeding  season  in  Bishop’s  Park,  Fulham,  1964-1971 
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Seven  Species — Blackcap,  Chiffchaff,  Goldcrest  (bred  in  1972),  Spotted 
Flycatcher,  Goldfinch,  Bullfinch  and  Tree  Sparrow — have  been  added  to  the 
breeding  list  since  1965,  while  the  Coal  Tit  has  almost  certainly  nested.  Territories 
of  Pied  Wagtails  and  Linnet  were  noted,  but  certainty  of  breeding  has  not  been 
established. 

The  local  distribution  of  territories  and  densities  within  the  various  areas  is 
shown  for  selected  species  in  table  II  and  figure  2. 

One  or  two  pairs  of  Mallard  have  bred  in  five  years  since  1965.  Nests  with 
eggs  have  been  found  twice  in  tulip  beds  in  the  recreation  ground  and  once  in 
the  palace  grounds  where  a  nest  of  about  a  dozen  eggs  was  robbed.  Parties  of 
males  often  accompanied  by  females  are  frequently  seen  resting  on  the  grassed 
areas  and  may  indicate  the  abundance  of  this  species  rather  than  the  breeding 
pairs  detected.  A  comparison  between  the  maximum  numbers  of  males/females/ 
pairs  proved  breeding  is  given  below. 

1962  1963  1964  1965  1966  1967  1968  1969  1970  1971  1972 

males  342213133—6 

females  212111112  —  — 

pairs  111—12  2—1—1 

Kestrels  bred  on  All  Saint’s  Church,  a  previously  used  site,  in  1969  and  1971 
and  possibly  in  1970.  Most  records  refer  to  birds  in  flight  and  suggest  a  pair  may 
have  nested  outside  the  study  area  between  1965  and  1968. 

Little  or  no  change  in  the  status  of  the  Tawny  Owl  has  occurred  since  1965. 
A  pair  was  probably  resident  in  the  park  from  1966  to  1970  and  in  1972,  and 
they  were  frequently  heard  outside  the  park.  Nesting  was  reported  in  1966  in  a 
holm  oak  near  the  palace  but  it  was  not  known  whether  the  pair  was  successful. 
A  London  plane  on  the  allotments  close  to  the  1966  site  was  used  to  rear  two 
owlets  in  1967. 

Carrion  Crows  increased  slightly  from  one  or  two  pairs  between  1958  and 
1964  to  two  to  three  since  1965.  The  majority  of  nests  were  built  in  London 
planes  (the  dominant  tall  tree  away  from  the  woodland)  and  only  two  nests  were 
constructed  in  other  trees,  an  elm  and  a  horse  chestnut.  The  latter  site  on  the 
allotments  was  the  only  one  outside  the  recreation  ground. 

Jays  have  been  almost  as  numerous  since  1965  (one  or  two  pairs)  as  they  were 
in  earlier  years  when  up  to  three  pairs  were  probably  present.  Breeding  was  last 
proved  in  1965  but  is  probably  regular  in  the  palace  grounds  where  all  territories 
have  so  far  been  located. 

Great  and  Blue  Tits  nested  annually  using  typical  sites  such  as  pipes,  and  holes 
in  trees  and  buildings.  A  steel  post  has  been  used  irregularly  by  Blue  Tits  for  over 
20  years.  Territories  of  both  species  were  recorded  in  the  recreation  ground, 
allotments  and  palace  grounds  (the  highest  densities),  but  only  the  Blue  Tit  was 
found  in  the  churchyard.  The  lowest  numbers  occurred  in  1965  when  there 
were  three  pairs  of  Great  Tits  and  five  pairs  of  Blue  Tits.  It  seems  probable 
that  the  Blue  Tit  recovered  from  the  severe  1962/63  winter  by  1969  and  1970 
when  a  maximum  of  18  pairs  was  registered.  In  both  years  a  corresponding 
peak  of  seven  pairs  of  Great  Tits  occurred. 

In  1968  there  was  one  Coal  Tit  territory  and  in  1970  two  juveniles  were  seen 
on  July  3rd,  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  they  were  reared  in  the  park  as  four 
months  had  passed  since  the  previous  record.  Singing  was  heard  during  the 


Table  II.  Local  distribution  and  densities  of  selected  species  in  breeding  season  in  Bishop’s  Park,  Fulham,  1964-1971. 
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1972  breeding  season  and  a  family  was  seen,  suggesting  breeding  may  have 
occurred.  With  few  exceptions  all  Coal  Tits  were  recorded  in  the  palace  grounds. 

Five  or  six  pairs  of  Wrens  were  located  in  the  palace  grounds  in  every  year 
until  1968  when  there  were  seven,  including  the  first  territories  in  the  allotments 
and  recreation  ground.  There  were  nine  pairs  by  1971,  the  population  in  the 
palace  grounds  remaining  stable  and  the  expansion  continuing  outside  this  area. 

Single  pairs  of  Mistle  Thrushes  bred  irregularly  up  to  1964.  From  1965  to 
1970  one  or  two  pairs  were  present  and  breeding  was  proved  in  the  first  three 
years.  In  1971  there  were  insufficient  registrations  to  establish  a  territory  but 
in  1972  a  male  was  noted  at  widespread  song  posts  in  the  park.  On  May  5th, 

1973  one  was  seen  carrying  food.  The  choice  of  remarkably  public  places  for 
nest  sites,  as  in  the  earlier  period,  was  not  repeated.  The  sites  chosen  since  1965 
were  in  the  churchyard  (two)  and  the  palace  grounds  (one). 

Although  the  numbers  of  Song  Thrushes  and  Blackbirds  increased  after  1964 
and  fluctuated  between  13-17  and  37-55  pairs  respectively  the  ratio  was  similarly 
around  1 :  3  except  in  1970  when  it  was  almost  1 :  4.  Song  Thrushes  nested  in 
all  areas,  except  the  school,  but  were  densest  in  the  palace  grounds;  the  lowest 
densities  were  recorded  in  the  recreation  ground  and  on  the  allotments.  Black¬ 
birds  however,  were  densest  in  the  churchyard  where  hollies  are  favoured  nesting 
sites  and  were  only  slightly  reduced  in  the  palace  grounds.  The  difference  in 
densities  between  areas  was  less  marked  than  that  of  the  Song  Thrush,  which  is 
more  particular  in  its  selection  of  nest  site.  It  may  be  of  interest  to  note  that  the 
mean  in  the  park  is  0.69  pairs  of  Blackbirds  per  acre,  a  similar  figure  to  that 
obtained  by  Jackson  (1954)  in  a  Dublin  suburb.  A  notable  longevity  record  of 
a  male  Blackbird,  identified  by  distinct  white  plumage,  was  obtained  in  the 
churchyard  where  it  was  first  seen  as  an  adult  on  October  3rd,  1964  and  was  last 
seen  in  its  territory  on  April  25th,  1972,  in  at  least  its  ninth  year.  The  only 
record  of  a  Blackbird  by  the  Thames  was  a  male  on  May  29th,  1971 :  this  appeared 
to  be  taking  food  from  exposed  mud  and  flew  to  the  palace  grounds,  possibly 
with  food  for  its  young. 

The  stronghold  of  the  Robin,  which  fluctuated  between  11  and  16  pairs,  was 
in  the  palace  grounds. 

Blackcap  territories  were  recorded  in  five  years  and  all  were  located  in  the 
palace  grounds;  breeding  was  proved  in  1967  and  1970. 

In  1967  a  Chiffchaff  established  territory  in  the  palace  grounds  and  on  July 
23rd  at  least  two  recently-fledged  juveniles  were  receiving  food  from  an  adult. 

On  April  15th  and  June  3rd,  1972  a  pair  of  Goldcrests  were  seen  in  the  palace 
grounds  and  breeding  was  proved  on  July  15th  when  both  birds  were  watched 
carrying  food  to  the  top  of  a  yew  where  the  nest  was  presumed  to  be  located. 

A  pair  of  Spotted  Flycatchers  were  seen  copulating  in  the  churchyard  on 
June  17th,  1965  and  on  July  17th  a  recently-fledged  juvenile  was  seen  in  the  palace 
grounds  with  adults. 

The  Dunnock  fluctuated  from  29  to  41  territories  and  was  densest  in  the  palace 
grounds.  Although  the  allotments  had  fewer  attractive  nest  sites  than  the  other 
areas,  the  density  was  not  the  lowest,  being  closest  to  the  churchyard  figure.  This 
fact  can  probably  be  attributed  to  the  bean  sticks  providing  numerous  song  posts 
and  the  privet  hedges  of  the  palace  grounds  and  school  (which  abut  the  allot¬ 
ments)  being  favoured  nest  sites. 


Local  distribution  and  densities  (mean  pairs  per  acre  (calculated  to  two  decimal  places)  expressed  as 
total)  of  selected  species  in  breeding  season  in  Bishop’s  Park,  Fulham,  1964-1971. 


Recreation  Ground  ^*1  Allotments  I _ !  Palace  Grounds 
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Pied  Wagtails  were  seen  in  the  summer  months  annually  from  1965,  but  the 
only  indication  of  breeding  was  on  June  12th,  1971  when  an  adult  was  watched 
collecting  and  carrying  food  from  the  palace  grounds.  No  young  could  be 
located  in  the  park  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  this  species  bred  in  the  study  area. 

Pairs  of  Greenfinches  increased  to  a  maximum  of  c.  24  in  1966  and  decreased 
to  c.  10  in  1968.  A  rise  to  16  and  15  pairs  in  1969  and  1970  respectively  was 
followed  by  a  return  to  around  the  1968  level  in  1971.  The  density  in  the  church¬ 
yard  was  about  twice  the  figures  in  the  allotments  and  recreation  ground,  while 
the  densest  area  was  the  palace  grounds. 

One  or  two  pairs  of  Goldfinches  bred  (in  two  years)  or  probably  bred  during 
1965-1968  and  in  1970  and  1971,  the  scattered  territories  being  located  in  all 
areas  except  the  churchyard  and  school.  A  Linnet’s  territory  was  registered  in 
the  palace  grounds  in  1970  but  breeding  was  not  proved. 

One  pair  of  Bullfinches  bred  in  the  palace  grounds  in  1969;  a  recently-fledged 
juvenile  was  being  fed  by  its  parents  on  July  2nd.  Two  juveniles  were  seen  on 
June  30th,  1973. 

Chaffinches  were  not  proved  to  have  bred  from  1965  to  1970,  but  between 
two  and  four,  possibly  five,  territories  were  located.  In  1971  there  were  in¬ 
sufficient  registrations  to  claim  a  territory.  The  greater  density  occurred  in  the 
palace  grounds. 

Tree  Sparrows  were  unusually  abundant  (up  to  30)  in  March  1971  and  in  the 
subsequent  summer  a  pair  nested  in  the  allotments ;  on  July  4th  they  were  seen 
carrying  food  to  a  hole  in  a  Turkish  oak. 


BREEDING  POPULATION  IN  THE  RESIDENTIAL  AREA 

Up  to  1964  four  species  nested  regularly  and  have  continued  to  do  so  since 
1965,  namely  Woodpigeon,  Blackbird,  Starling  and  House  Sparrow.  The  Blue 
Tit  (once)  and  Song  Thrush  have  held  territories  but,  like  the  Dunnock  (which 
probably  bred  before  1965),  no  proof  of  breeding  has  been  obtained.  The 
nesting  of  Carrion  Crows  in  1962  has  not  been  repeated.  The  House  Martin  has 
been  gained  as  a  regular  breeder  since  1969  in  Harbord  Street,  and  also  in 
Woodlawn  Road  in  1973.  The  number  of  pairs  (with  those  outside  the  study 
area  on  the  northern  side  of  Harbord  Street — given  in  parenthesis)  were  4  (2), 
3,  4  (1),  4  (2),  7  (3)  for  the  years  1969  to  1973  respectively. 

In  1967  22  Blackbird  territories  were  mapped  in  46  acres  of  the  residential 
area  at  a  density  of  0.48  pairs  per  acre  which  is  almost  identical  to  Snow’s  (1958) 
figure  for  the  Oxford  University  Parks,  1954-56. 


DISCUSSION 

All  the  regular  and  probable  breeding  species  in  the  park  were  also  found 
with  identical  status  in  Buckingham  Palace  Gardens  between  1961  and  1963  by 
Cramp  and  Spencer  (1963),  who  considered  the  greater  density,  when  compared 
with  three  Inner  London  parks,  was  due  to  much  greater  freedom  from  distur¬ 
bance,  especially  to  nest  sites.  The  higher  density  and  variety  of  species  in 
Fulham  Palace  Grounds,  compared  with  the  rest  of  the  park  (see  table  II  and 
figure  2)  seems  almost  certainly  the  consequence  of  a  secluded  habitat  similar 
to  that  of  Buckingham  Palace  Gardens. 
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Bishop's  Park  lies  on  the  edge  of  Inner  London  (see  figure  1)  and  it  is  interesting 
to  note  that  the  nesting  species  which  have  increased  in  the  park  have  also  pene¬ 
trated  further  into  the  centre  of  the  metropolis  since  the  1950s  either  to  breed 
for  the  first  time  or  to  return  after  an  absence  of  many  years.  These  include 
the  Coal  Tit,  Blackcap  and  Bullfinch  which  are  now  established  breeders  in  the 
Inner  London  parks  and  the  Chiffchaff  and  Goldcrest  which  have  bred  since 
1971  (Cramp  and  Tomlins  1966  and  London  Natural  History  Society  1967-1974). 

Dr  J.  D.  Bradley  who  supervises  the  moth  trap  in  Buckingham  Palace  Gardens 
is  quite  sure  that  the  increase  in  numbers  and  species  of  macrolepidoptera  is  due 
to  the  now  smokeless  zone  of  the  metropolis  which  has  encouraged  the  growth 
of  vegetation  and  enabled  larvae  to  breed  (de  Worms  1972).  It  is  possible,  then, 
that  the  increase  of  species  such  as  warblers  and  Bullfinches,  which  feed  their 
young  on  insects,  has  more  likely  benefitted  from  the  greater  availability  of  food. 
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Summary  of  the  distribution 
of  the  Rook 

D.  J .  Mon  tier 


Plans  have  been  announced  by  the  British  Trust  for  Ornithology  for  a  national 
census  of  the  Rook  Corvus  frugilegus  in  1975.  This  may  therefore  be  an  appro¬ 
priate  opportunity  to  give  a  brief  summary  of  the  present  position,  both  as  an 
introduction  to  the  enquiry  and  hopefully  to  stimulate  further  interest. 

Over  England  as  a  whole  there  appears  to  have  been  a  fairly  general  increase 
between  about  1930  and  1960,  though  the  overall  trend  since  then  is  not  clear 
(Parslow  1967).  A  series  of  censuses  in  Nottinghamshire  indicated  a  growing 
population  up  to  about  1958,  but  this  was  followed  by  a  sharp  drop  of  37.7% 
by  1962.  The  larger  numbers  were  thought  to  be  mainly  due  to  greater  cereal¬ 
growing  and  it  was  suggested  that  the  subsequent  reduction  was  attributable  to 
mortality  caused  by  toxic  seed  dressings  (Dobbs  1964). 

In  London,  at  the  time  of  the  last  major  census  in  1945-46,  counts  showed  a 
total  of  355  rookeries,  which  held  just  under  20,000  birds  (LNHS  1964).  There 
has  been  little  detailed  information  on  density  available  since  then,  but  one  or 
two  reports,  particularly  in  more  recent  years,  have  suggested  that  the  number  of 
rookeries  and  their  populations  are  declining.  The  most  recent  picture  of 
distribution  is  shown  on  the  accompanying  map  based  on  results  of  the  Atlas 
project,  which  in  the  Society’s  recording  area  was  concerned  with  breeding 
season  records  in  each  2x2  km.  square  or  tetrad,  collected  over  the  years 
1968-72.  Definite  evidence  of  breeding  (shown  on  the  map  by  filled  circles)  was 
obtained  in  18%  of  the  tetrads — 153  out  of  a  total  of  856.  Half-filled  circles 
show  tetrads  where  breeding  probably  occurred  (without  final  proof  being 
obtained)  while  open  circles  simply  indicate  localities  where  birds  were  seen  in 
the  breeding  season.  The  Atlas  project  did  not  require  estimates  of  numbers,  so 
the  map  does  not  give  any  indication  of  the  size  of  the  Rook  population.  Tetrads 
in  favourable  habitats  may,  of  course,  contain  more  than  one  rookery. 

Two  important  factors  affecting  both  numbers  and  distribution  of  the  Rook 
in  the  London  area  are  the  felling  of  trees  and  the  widespread  and  continuing 
industrial  and  residential  developments  encroaching  on  feeding  grounds.  Nesting 
in  Inner  London  appears  to  have  ceased  by  1916,  primarily  as  the  result  of  the 
loss  of  two  major  rookeries.  A  large  one  in  Kensington  Gardens  had  been 
dispersed  in  1880  because  of  the  felling  of  700  tall  trees,  and  the  long-established 
rookery  in  Gray’s  Inn  was  finally  deserted  in  1915,  having  existed  since  at  least 
the  18th  century.  Loss  of  nest  sites  and  the  need  to  fly  further  in  search  of  food 
are  likely  to  be  the  major  reasons  for  the  present  complete  lack  of  records  in  the 
densely  built-up  central  area  and  throughout  much  of  the  inner  suburbs. 

It  can  be  seen  from  the  map  that  the  main  concentrations  during  the  years  of 
the  Atlas  project  were  in  the  North,  particularly  the  North-east,  and  in  the 
South-east,  with  most  records  out  towards  the  edge  of  the  Society’s  area.  This 
broadly  corresponds  with  the  main  belts  of  agricultural  land  and  indicates  much 
more  restricted  habitat  requirements  than  other  corvids  breeding  in  the  London 
area. 
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O  Present 


Q  Probably  breeding 


Breeding 


Summer  distribution  of  the  Rook  in  the  London  area  based  on 
the  Atlas  project  1968-72. 


To  what  extent  the  numbers  of  birds  are  declining  is  difficult  to  judge,  but  the 
few  recent  reports  available  have  all  referred  to  decreases.  While  these  are 
likely  to  attract  more  attention  than  increases,  there  may  in  fact  be  a  general 
downward  trend  in  population.  Data  from  a  number  of  rookeries  in  the  Essex 
part  of  the  area,  for  example,  listed  nine  that  were  deserted  between  1948  and 
1968.  In  three  cases  it  was  due  to  tree-felling,  but  there  were  no  obvious  reasons 
for  the  other  six,  the  largest  of  which  contained  128  nests  in  1953,  yet  was  extinct 
in  1967  (Parker  1970).  Substantial  reductions  were  also  reported  in  the  London 
Bird  Report  for  1972  in  TQ25  in  Surrey  (Betchworth  to  Redhill,  north  to  Epsom 
and  Chipstead).  At  eight  rookeries  the  number  of  nests  was  85  compared  with 
155  in  1970.  Results  of  a  census  in  Hertfordshire  in  1971  showed  decreases  of 
23.03%  in  rookeries  and  32.49%  in  nests  since  the  previous  census  in  1961. 
Furthermore  the  trend  in  that  county  towards  smaller  rookeries  appeared 
to  be  continuing,  two-thirds  of  the  total  containing  only  1-25  nests  (Sage  1972). 
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On  present  information  the  situation  is  therefore  not  very  encouraging  and 
the  need  for  a  more  detailed  investigation  is  apparent.  The  1975  census  will 
provide  firmer  evidence  of  the  status  of  the  Rook  population  and  may  well 
disclose  additional  rookeries  overlooked  during  the  Atlas  project  and  not  shown 
on  the  map,  which,  in  any  event,  should  not  be  regarded  as  definitive,  but  as  a 
working  account  on  which  further  studies  can  be  based. 

In  presenting  this  brief  review  I  am  very  grateful  to  the  many  observers  who 
took  part  in  the  Atlas  project. 
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Additions  and  Corrections 
to  previous  London  Bird  Reports 

LBR:37  1972 

7  Slavonian  Grebe 

M  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  12th  (cdh). 

B  Horton  G.P.,  one  on  Oct.  10th  (cdh). 

8  Black-necked  Grebe 

M  Wraysbury  Res.,  singles  on  Jan.  30th  and  Aug.  30th,  and  two  on  Nov.  19th 
(cdh).  Correction:  The  autumn  maximum  at  Staines  Res.  was  higher  than 
stated,  eight  on  Aug.  23rd  (mjr). 

27  Gannet 

H  Correction.  The  record  at  Hertford  should  be  deleted. 

31  Purple  Heron 

H  Rye  Meads,  one  from  Sept.  2nd  to  Oct.  3rd  (P.  Martin  et  al.).  Accepted 
by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

M  Correction.  The  date  of  the  Brent  Res.  record  was  Sept.  12th  not  9th. 

There  were  three  records  of  this  species  in  the  London  Area  in  1972,  and 
these  bring  the  total  this  century  to  eight. 

47  Garganey 

M  Staines  Res.,  singles  on  Aug.  3rd  and  15th  (cdh). 

B  Datchet  Res.,  a  drake  on  May  21st  (cdh). 

103  Osprey 

K  Marley  Lake,  Sevenoaks,  an  immature  fishing  on  Sept.  3rd,  10th  and  14th, 
was  also  seen  to  fly  to  adjacent  Sevenoaks  Reserve  and  towards  Chipstead 
G.P.  (A.  Davies  per  kos). 

104  Hobby 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  July  20th  (cdh).  Wraysbury  Res.,  singles  on 
May  28th  and  July  20th  (cdh). 

B  Horton  G.P.,  singles  on  Aug.  15th  and  23rd  (cdh).  Wraysbury  G.P., 
singles  on  Aug.  9th  and  16th  (cdh). 
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115  Red-legged  Partridge 

B  Horton  G.P.  and  Datchet  Res.,  present  all  year  with  maximum  of  16  on 
Jan.  1st  (cdh). 

127  Coot 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  1,000+  on  Sept.  10th  (mjr). 

131  Oystercatcher 

B  Horton  G.P.,  one  NW  on  May  28th  (cdh). 

133  Lapwing 

Correction.  The  figures  for  snow  movements  on  Jan.  30th  were  under¬ 
stated.  A  dawn-to-dusk  count  at  Wraysbury  Res.  on  Jan.  30th  by  cdh 
revealed  a  total  of  c.  14,000  moving  south  during  the  day.  This  figure 
accords  more  closely  with  wide-front  movements  throughout  southern 
counties  that  day. 

139  Grey  Plover 

M  Wraysbury  Res.,  two  S  on  Nov.  19th  (cdh). 

143  Turnstone 

M  Wraysbury  Res.,  two  on  May  21st  and  one  on  May  28th  (cdh).  Staines 
Res.,  one  on  Aug.  14th  (mjr). 

147  Jack  Snipe 

B  Correction.  The  peak  winter  count  of  five  at  Horton  G.P.  was  exceeded 
on  Feb.  20th  when  six  were  present  (cdh). 

151  Whimbrel 

M  Staines  Res.,  a  flock  of  19  flew  over  on  Aug.  22nd  at  2000  hrs.  (mjr). 

155  Bar-tailed  Godwit 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  May  28th  (cdh). 

157  Wood  Sandpiper 

M  Stanwellmoor  G.P.,  one  on  July  29th  (mjr). 

159  Common  Sandpiper 

Correction.  The  Middlesex  and  Bucks,  records  were  inadvertently  omitted 
from  the  Report. 

M  Recorded  in  winter  at  Staines  Res.  and  nearby  localities,  two  birds  being 
present  at  both  ends  of  the  year  (adf  et  al.).  On  spring  passage,  mostly 
singles  at  five  sites.  In  the  autumn,  peaks  of  25  +  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  on 
Aug.  2nd,  6th  and  9th  (gde),  17  at  Staines  Res.  on  Aug.  24th  (adf),  eight 
at  Brent  Res.  on  Aug.  30th  (jhw),  and  up  to  six  at  seven  other  sites  (mo). 
B  Old  Slade,  one  on  Mar.  18th  (alp). 

The  Inner  London  records  under  Herts,  should  appear  under  Middlesex. 
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165  Greenshank 

M  Wraysbury  Res.,  autumn  passage  from  July  12th,  with  a  maximum  of  12 
on  Aug.  23rd  (cdh). 

170  Purple  Sandpiper 

M  Correction.  The  date  of  the  observation  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  was  Nov. 
3rd,  not  11th. 

181  Sanderling 

M  Wraysbury  Res.,  five  on  May  18th  and  six  on  May  28th  (cdh). 

184  Ruff 

M  Wraysbury  Res.,  22  on  Jan.  29th,  eight  on  Feb.  14th  and  four  on  Mar.  5th 
(cdh).  These  probably  relate  to  birds  from  the  Staines  Moor  wintering 
flock,  although  actual  counts  differ. 

195  Pomarine  Skua 

M  Correction.  The  bird  at  Wraysbury  Res.  was  first  observed  on  Nov.  26th 
when  it  was  seen  by  cdh  to  kill  and  eat  a  Black-headed  Gull. 

207  Little  Gull 

M  Wraysbury  Res.,  spring  singles  on  Apr.  4th  and  May  21st  (cdh). 

211  Kittiwake 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  an  immature  on  Nov.  11th  (mjr).  Wraysbury  Res.,  two 
adults  on  Jan.  29th  (cdh). 

212  Black  Tern 

M  Staines  Res.,'  additional  peak  counts  on  autumn  passage  were  13  on  Aug. 
12th  and  15  on  Aug.  13th  (mjr).  Wraysbury  Res.,  18  on  May  19th,  five 
on  July  12th  and  one  on  July  18th  (cdh). 

218  Arctic  Tern 

M  Staines  Res.,  two  juveniles  from  Aug.  12th,  one  remaining  until  14th  (mjr). 

338  Aquatic  Warbler 

E  Correction.  The  Rainham  record  was  not  accepted,  and  should  therefore 
be  deleted. 

379a  Rock  Pipit 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  present  from  Nov.  26th  to  Dec.  10th  (mjr). 

379b  Water  Pipit 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Dec.  27th  (cdh). 
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392  Greenfinch 

Correction.  Delete  last  sentence,  which  in  fact  refers  to  a  count  of  Gold¬ 
finches  at  Bermondsey. 

404  Crossbill 

M  Sunbury-on-Thames,  a  party  of  nine  paused  briefly  in  observer’s  garden  on 
July  9th  (mjr). 

B  Horton  G.P.,  eight  S  on  July  18th  and  one  on  Oct.  7th  (cdh). 

423  Snow  Bunting 

M  Correction.  The  bird  at  Wraysbury  Res.,  first  seen  on  Nov.  25th,  remained 
until  Dec.  17th  (cdh). 


LBR:35  1970 

321  Black  Redstart 

M  Inner  London:  Earl’s  Court,  a  pair  holding  territory  during  the  summer 
months  at  Warwick  Road  railway  yard  (F.  C.  Dunn). 


LBR:32  1967 

205  Mediterranean  Gull 

S  Epsom,  an  adult  in  winter  plumage  on  Feb.  19th,  fully  described  (W.  H. 
Dady). 
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Notes  for  Contributors 


Papers  or  short  notes  concerning  the  ornithology  of  the  London  Area  are 
welcomed,  and  should  be  submitted  in  typescript  to  the  Editor  (address  on  page  1 ) 
by  February  1st  for  publication  in  the  same  year.  Contributors  are  asked  to 
study  these  notes  with  care,  to  save  themselves  and  the  Editor  unnecessary  work 
in  revision  of  manuscripts. 

As  a  general  guide  to  presentation  and  layout,  authors  should  consult  examples 
in  this  and  earlier  issues,  and  they  are  asked  to  give  special  attention  to  the 
following: 

English  names  of  species  should  have  capital  initials  for  each  word,  except 
after  a  hyphen  (e.g.  Reed  Bunting,  Black-headed  Gull),  but  group  names 
should  not  (e.g.  buntings,  gulls). 

Scientific  names  should  be  underlined,  but  not  in  brackets,  immediately 
after  the  first  mention  of  the  English  name,  although  it  may  sometimes  be 
more  convenient  to  list  them  in  an  appendix. 

Dates  should  be  in  the  form  Apr.  28th,  1974. 

Reference  lists ,  and  their  use  in  the  text,  should  follow  the  examples  in  this 
or  previous  issues. 

Tables  and  Figures  should  be  on  separate  sheets,  clearly  numbered.  Line 
drawings  should  be  in  indian  ink  on  good  quality  white  drawing  paper, 
preferably  larger  than  the  size  finally  intended.  Captions  should  be 
submitted  separately,  and  lettering  on  maps,  diagrams,  etc.,  may  be  pencilled 
on  an  overlay  as  these  can  be  set  up  by  the  printer. 

Standard  base  maps  of  the  Society’s  recording  area  for  plotting  ringing 
recoveries,  distributions,  etc.,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Editor  with  instructions 
for  their  use. 

Manuscripts  should  be  typed  with  double  spacing  and  a  wide  margin  provided 
on  the  lefthand  side.  Only  italics  should  be  indicated  by  underlining. 

Galley  proofs  will  be  sent  to  the  author  for  checking,  but  only  essential  corrections 
can  be  made  at  this  stage. 

Up  to  25  free  reprints  of  papers  will  be  supplied  on  request. 
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Some  notable  1974  records,  top:  Glossy  Ibis  at  Swanscombe,  Kent,  from  Apr. 
11th  to  May  12th  (Photo:  Pamela  Harrison),  lower  left:  Red-necked  Phalarope 
at  King  George  V  Reservoir,  Essex,  Sept.  28th-30th  (Photo:  Keith  Noble),  lower 
right:  Grey  Phalarope  at  Surrey  Docks,  Inner  London,  Sept.  11th  and  12th 
(Photo:  Roy  Alder  ton). 
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Introduction 

Apologies  are  made  for  the  late  running  of  this  issue.  Business  and  personal 
pressures  prevented  the  editor  from  devoting  sufficient  time  to  its  preparation 
in  the  autumn  of  1975,  and  these  delays  snowballed  well  into  1976.  At  one  time 
a  considerable  number  of  records  were  missing  from  the  systematic  list,  which 
meant  many  hundreds  of  hours  back-tracking  and  rewriting.  The  editor  is 
grateful  to  Peter  Oliver  for  providing  some  help  during  this  period,  particularly 
with  the  retyping.  It  is  hoped  that  the  next  issue  will  be  published  on  schedule, 
but  offers  of  help  are  always  welcome. 

EUROPEAN  WETLANDS  YEAR 

In  these  days  of  increased  recreational  pressures,  the  importance  of  London’s 
reservoirs  to  wintering  wildfowl  cannot  be  overstated.  As  a  contribution  to 
European  Wetlands  Year,  we  include  in  this  issue  a  25-year  review  of  the  London 
Wildfowl  Counts  by  Dick  Homes,  who  organized  the  surveys  between  1938  and 
1972.  This  collected  data  makes  a  valued  research  contribution  in  an  era  that  has 
not  only  seen  wide  variations  in  winter  climate,  but  more  recently  has  witnessed 
the  introduction  of  sailing  on  selected  reservoirs. 

NEW  FACES 

The  year  has  seen  more  changes  than  usual  in  the  team  of  officers  who  serve  on 
the  Records  Committee.  New  faces  include  Mary  Montier  (Secretary),  John 
Fitzpatrick  (Essex  Recorder),  Peter  Naylor  (Middlesex  Recorder),  Dave  Martin 
(Lower  Thames  Recorder,  a  new  office)  and  Pete  Clement  ( Bulletin  Editor).  In 
addition,  John  Magee  has  taken  over  Bucks,  recording  as  well  as  his  existing  county 
of  Herts.  Among  those  relinquishing  office  in  1975  were  Leslie  Baker  (successively 
Editor  and  Business  Manager),  Peter  Grant  (Recorder  and  Editor),  Martin  Gaunt- 
lett  (Recorder)  and  Keith  Noble  (Recorder  and  Bulletin  Editor),  all  of  whom  we 
wish  every  success  in  their  new  interests  and  warmly  thank  for  their  fine  work 
on  behalf  of  the  Society. 

THE  ATLAS 

Next  year  will  probably  see  the  long-awaited  publication  of  the  Society’s  new 
book,  the  Atlas  of  London's  Birds.  Between  1968  and  1972  over  475  observers 
took  part  in  the  field-work  that  produced  the  basic  data.  For  the  last  two  years 
a  team  of  over  20  writers,  artists  and  photographers  have  been  engaged  on  the 
text,  maps  and  illustrations  under  the  editorial  direction  of  David  Montier.  In 
its  272  pages,  the  Atlas  will  describe  and  map  the  distribution  of  London’s  120 
breeding  species.  Never  before  has  a  survey  of  such  detail  (856  tetrads)  been 
attempted  for  such  a  large  area  (3,424  sq.  km.),  resulting^  in  the  mapping  of  some 
30,000  records  in  three  categories,  and  over  50,000  words  have  been  written,  giving 
background  studies  of  each  species  and  an  introduction  to  the  habitats. 
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CROSS  REFERENCE 

Confusion  sometimes  arises  when  defining  the  boundaries  of  Inner  London.  The 
centre-point  of  Inner  London  is  the  original  site  of  Charing  Cross  which  stands 
in  Trafalgar  Square  at  the  head  of  Whitehall  and  is  marked  by  an  equestrian 
statue  of  Charles  I.  The  grid  co-ordinates  of  the  site  (to  the  nearest  metre)  are 
30037  (easting)  and  80373  (northing).  Using  grid  north,  the  boundary  fines  of 
Inner  London  may  therefore  be  taken  as  84396  on  the  north  side,  36474  on  the 
east  side,  76350  on  the  south  side  and  23600  on  the  west  side. 
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Review  of  the  Year 

During  1974,  210  species  were  recorded  in  the  London  Area  (discounting  feral 
birds  and  obvious  escapes  from  captivity):  103  species  bred,  86  occurred  as  passage 
migrants  or  winter  visitors,  and  21  as  rare  vagrants  or  accidentals. 

In  Inner  London  a  first-breeding  record  was  set  by  Redpoll  in  Regent’s  Park, 
and  for  the  second  year  Little  Ringed  Plover  were  successful  at  the  Surrey  Docks. 


RARE  AND  UNUSUAL  SPECIES 

Of  the  rarities  seen  in  1974,  three  American  species  deserve  note:  Ring-necked 
Duck  (1st  record),  Solitary  Sandpiper  (2nd  record)  and  Semi-palmated  Sandpiper 
(2nd  record).  Equally  rare,  but  from  nearer  home,  were  Glossy  Ibis  (1st  record), 
Lesser  Kestrel  (1st  record)  and  Serin  (4th  record). 

Other  unusual  species  included  Honey  Buzzard  (3rd  record),  Kentish  Plover 
(10th  record),  Mediterranean  Gull  (11th  and  12th  records),  White-winged  Black 
Tern  (14th  record)  and  Red-Breasted  Flycatcher  (6th  record).  Uncommon  passage 
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species  were  Rough-legged  Buzzard,  Osprey,  Peregrine,  Purple  Sandpiper, 
Temminck’s  Stint,  Grey  and  Red-necked  Phaiaropes,  Hoopoe  and  Firecrest;  while 
pelagic  species  included  Little  Auk,  Fulmar  and  Arctic  Skua. 

Of  the  rarer  breeding  species,  the  Wryneck  reached  extinction,  but  the  Red- 
backed  Shrike  held  on  with  one  successful  pair.  No  evidence  was  received  of 
any  breeding  Marsh  Warblers,  but  Quail  bred,  so  did  Garganey,  and  Hobby  were 
suspected. 


WINTER  VISITORS  AND  PASSAGE 

Two  Great  Northern  Divers  wintered  into  1975  on  the  reservoirs,  while  along  the 
Thames  small  flocks  of  Bearded  Tits  and  Twite  frequented  drained  marshland  as 
in  previous  winters.  Waxwing  and  Woodlark  remained  scarce,  but  Great  Grey 
Shrikes  were  relatively  plentiful,  and  the  mild  weather  produced  a  high  number 
of  overwintering  Chiffchaffs,  as  well  as  a  December  House  Martin. 

The  spring  passage  of  Little  Gulls  broke  all  previous  records.  Equally  high 
numbers  occurred  in  autumn,  but  these  were  overshadowed  somewhat  by  a  huge, 
unprecedented  wide-front  passage  of  Black  Terns. 


WEATHER  PATTERN  AND  MOVEMENTS 

The  first  three  months  of  the  year  were  unusually  mild,  but  also  wet  with  strong 
gales  at  times.  The  only  snow  was  short-lived,  falling  wet  in  early  February. 
A  very  warm,  false  spring  in  late  March  was  quickly  followed  by  a  rather  cold 
April.  Summer  migrants  were  generally  late  and  slow  in  arriving,  and  the  weather 
did  not  lose  its  wintry  sting  until  the  second  week  of  May. 

The  early  summer  was  generally  fine  and  warm,  but  July  turned  cool  with  westerly 
winds.  August  and  September  were  equally  cool,  wet  and  unsettled,  except  for 
a  break  in  mid-September  which  witnessed  good  movements  of  returning  passerines. 

October  was  the  coldest  for  57  years.  It  was  also  wet  with  strong  gales.  Novem¬ 
ber  was  equally  wet,  but  temperatures  rose  above  average,  and  the  period  was 
remarkable  for  lingering  summer  migrants.  December  turned  exceptionally 
mild  and  closed  very  mild  with  temperatures  in  the  60s. 

The  clemency  of  the  winter  months  produced  no  exceptional  weather  movements, 
but  there  were  interesting  falls  of  passage  migrants  during  the  cold  spells  of  April 
and  October,  and  influxes  of  many  species  including  a  wrecked  Little  Auk  during 
the  late-October  easterly  gales. 


ADDITIONS  FOR  EARLIER  YEARS 

It  often  happens  that  some  of  our  best  records  are  published  in  ‘Additions  and 
Corrections’,  and  this  year  is  no  exception.  Among  those  listed  at  the  back  of 
this  issue  are  1973  records  of  Red-rumped  Swallow  (3rd  record),  Richard’s  Pipit 
(7th  record)  and  Lapland  Bunting  (6th  record).  In  addition,  details  can  now  be 
released  of  the  first-breeding  records  in  the  London  Area  of  Bearded  Tit  between 
1966  and  1973. 
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Recording  Arrangements 

The  Society’s  recording  area,  which  in  this  report  is  called  the  ‘London  Area’, 
is  bounded  by  a  circle  of  20  miles  radius  centred  on  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral.  Within 
the  area,  the  original  county  boundaries  are  used  for  recording  purposes,  rather 
than  the  new  administrative  counties.  In  addition,  there  are  two  special  recording 
zones,  Inner  London  (a  rectangle  5  miles  x  8  miles,  centred  on  Charing  Cross) 
and,  from  1976,  the  Lower  Thames  (the  River  and  its  foreshores  from  London 
Bridge  to  Tilbury).  All  records  of  interest  are  welcome  from  members  and  non¬ 
members,  and  these  should  be  sent  to  the  appropriate  recorder  (see  list  on  page  8). 


.PAUL’S 


INNER 
LONDON 
RECORDING" 

AREA  5  MILES  x1 
8  MILES, CENTRED 
ON  CHARING  CROSS 

"l 


It  will  assist  the  speedy  entering  of  records  if  the  Society’s  recording  sheets  are 
used  (available  from  Recorders  on  request),  and  if  records  are  listed  in  the  order 
followed  in  the  London  Bird  Report.  Separate  sheets  should  be  used  for  each 
recording  area.  Completed  recording  sheets  should  be  submitted  in  August  for 
the  period  January  to  July,  and  in  early  January  for  August  to  December. 
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Records  of  rare  and  unusual  species  in  the  London  Area  are  examined  by  the 
Records  Committee  before  inclusion  in  the  London  Bird  Report.  Published 
records  need  to  stand  the  scrutiny  of  not  only  today’s  readers  but  also  anyone  who 
in  future  years  may  refer  to  the  systematic  list.  Brief  field-notes  are  therefore 
required  to  provide  supporting  evidence  of  correct  identification  and  authenticity 
for  the  following  species : 


All  rare  species 
All  out  of  season  migrants 
All  divers 
Slavonian  Grebe 
Red-necked  and  Black-necked 
Grebes  except  at  regular  haunts 
Petrels  and  Shearwaters 
Gannet  and  Shag 
Herons  other  than  Grey 
All  bitterns 

Scaup,  Ferruginous  Duck,  Long¬ 
tailed  Duck,  Velvet  Scoter  and 
female  Red-breasted  Merganser 
All  geese  except  Canada 
Whooper  and  Bewick’s  Swans 
All  birds  of  prey  except  Kestrel 
Quad 

Rails  and  crakes,  except  Water 
Rail,  Moorhen  and  Coot 
All  waders  of  irregular  occurrence 
All  skuas 

All  gulls  of  irregular  occurrence 
including  Glaucous,  Iceland  and 
Kittiwake 


Little  Gull  away  from  regular 
haunts 

All  terns  except  Common  and 
Black 
All  auks 

Long-eared  and  Short-eared  Owls 

Wryneck 

Woodlark 

Willow  Tit  away  from  regular 
haunts 

Bearded  Tit  or  Reedling 
Ring  Ouzel 
Unusual  warblers 
Firecrest 

Races  of  Anthus  spinoletta  other 
than  Rock  Pipit  and  Water  Pipit 
at  regular  localities 
White  Wagtail  in  autumn 
Races  or  hybrids  of  Motacilla  f  lava 
other  than  Yellow  Wagtail 
M.  f  flavissima 
Waxwing 
All  shrikes 

Twite,  Crossbill;  Cirl,  Lapland 
and  Snow  Buntings 


Field-notes  for  each  observation  should  be  submitted  to  the  recorder  immediately 
following  the  observation,  rather  than  waiting  until  the  end  of  the  year.  Evidence 
needs  to  be  brief  but  relevant,  and  should  include  a  description  of  the  essential 
features  upon  which  identification  was  based,  relative  size,  flight,  calls,  duration 
and  distance  of  observation,  and  the  observer’s  previous  experience  of  this  and 
similar  species. 


NATIONAL  RARITIES 

Records  of  national  rarities  (see  list  in  British  Birds  67:347-8)  should  be  submitted 
preferably  via  the  local  recorder  for  forwarding  to  the  national  committee.  If 
sent  direct,  a  copy  of  the  submission  should  be  sent  to  the  recorder.  Observers 
are  asked  to  submit  records  promptly  to  ensure  acceptance  and  publication  in  the 
same  year. 

RARE  BREEDING  BIRDS 

Breeding  records  of  rare  species  (see  list  in  British  Birds  66:174)  should  be  submitted 
preferably  via  the  local  recorder  (stating  degree  of  confidentiality  required)  for 
forwarding  to  the  national  Rare  Breeding  Birds  Panel.  Al|  reports  of  these  species 
(and  others,  less  rare)  are  treated  in  complete  confidence  at  county  level.  With 
the  exception  of  Black  Redstart,  names  of  localities  are  never  published  and  only 
the  name  of  the  county  is  given  in  the  London  Bird  Report  and  British  Birds. 
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Records  Committee 

P.  J.  Oliver,  Chairman  Mrs.  D.  M.  Montier,  Secretary 

P.  A.  D.  Hollom,  F.  H.  Jones,  K.  C.  Osborne,  P.  Clement  and  the  following 


Recorders: 

Inner  London  .  D.  A.  Boyd,  35  Clifton  Place,  Sussex  Square, 

London,  W.2. 

Essex  .  J.  Fitzpatrick,  18  Edwick  Court,  High  Street, 

Cheshunt,  Herts. 

Herts.  &  Bucks.  .  J.  D.  Magee,  138  Baldwins  Lane,  Croxley 

Green,  Rickmansworth,  Herts.,  WD3  3LJ. 

Middlesex  .  P.  Naylor,  27  West  Common  Road,  Uxbridge, 

Middlesex. 

Kent  .  J.  D.  Hook,  2  Manor  View,  Beckenham, 

Kent,  BR3  1AD. 

Lower  Thames*  .  D.  Martin,  121  Devonshire  Road,  Hornchurch, 

Essex. 

Surrey f  . '  .  B.  A.  Marsh,  19  Grasmere  Avenue,  Kingston 

Vale,  London,  SW15  3RB. 


•The  River  Thames  and  its  shores  from  London  Bridge  to  Tilbury 


■{including  records  on  the  River  Thames  from  Staines  to  Wandsworth 
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D.  A.  Boyd 

R.  Brand-Hardy  (rb-h) 
Miss  P.  Brown 
P.  Brown  (pb«) 
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R.  G.  Chessum 
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C.  R.  A.  Clegg 
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G.  Cooper 
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L.  W.  Cornelius 
Mrs.  P.  A.  Cornelius 

M.  J.  Cowlard 

S.  Cramp 
W.  H.  Dady 

A.  J.  Dallimore 
C.  H.  Dallimore 
W.  J.  Darter 
Dartford  Ringing 

Group  (drg) 

L.  J.  Davenport 
G.  H.  Davies 
Miss  R.  Davis 
P.  Dawe 

C.  H.  Dean  (chd/j) 

M.  K.  Dennis 
J.  E.  Dicker 
G.  Dickerson 

I.  Dodd 

D.  Dodge 

A.  G.  Duff 

C.  K.  Dunkley 
Mrs.  P.  O.  Dunkley 
R.  C.  Dye 

A.  Edwards 
Mrs.  G.  Edwards 


J.  Edwards 
G.  D.  Elcome 
Epping  Forest  Group 
RSPB  (efg) 

Essex  Bird-Watching 
&  Pres.  Soc.  (ebwps) 
Evening  News 
(London) 

B.  A.  Fagg 
M.  Farmer 
R.  Farquhar 

C.  Fentiman 

A.  V.  Fisher 
J.  Fitzpatrick 
R.  H.  B.  Forster 

R.  Fox  (rfa) 

O.  French 
J.  B.  Galton 

S.  J.  Gatley 
J.  K.  C.  Gent 
A.  Gibson 

E.  H.  Gillham 

T.  W.  Gladw’in 

D.  E.  Glover 

D.  Goddard 

P.  Goldsmith 
G.  Goodman 
G.  C.  Gore 

A.  Gosler  (ag r) 

M.  G.  Gotts 
P.  J.  Grant 

E.  E.  Green 

R.  C.  Green 

S.  Greenwood 
J.  Gregory 

D.  Griffin  (dg«) 

Mrs.  M.  Griffith 
C.  E.  M.  Griffiths 
R.  Griffiths 

B.  D.  Harding 
A.  R.  B.  Harris 

C.  A.  Harris 

D.  G.  Harris 
Miss  J.  Harrison 
Dr.  J.  G.  Harrison 
Dr.  P.  F.  Harrison 
J.  E.  Harvey 

R.  B.  Hastings 
A.  D.  Hawkins 
Mrs.  H.  Hay 

J.  Hay  (JHy) 

C.  D.  Heard 
R.  D.  Hellier 

K.  Herber 
Hersham  Ringing 

Group  (hrg) 

Herts.  Nat.  Hist.  Soc. 
(hnhs) 

N.  D.  Hewitt 

J.  Hickman  (jh/j) 

C.  Higgins 

Hillingdon  Nat.  Hist. 
Soc.  (h/nhs) 

P.  R.  Hipkin 
C.  Hird  (ch<F) 

R.  H.  Hoadley 
R.  N.  Hobbs 

A.  J.  Plolcombe 
P.  A.  D.  Hollom 

C.  Holme  (chc) 

P.  Holmes 

F.  J.  Holroyde 
Miss  G.  Holt 
J.  D.  Hook 
R.  E.  Howlett 

B.  Hulbert 

L.  R.  Hunt 

D.  J.  Hunter 


J.  M.  Hurley 
R.  A.  Husband 
W.  R.  Ingram 

M.  P.  Ingram 

G.  A.  Jackson 

R.  J.  Johns 
Mrs.  E.  Johnson 

I.  G.  Johnson 
P.  Johnson 

E.  T.  W.  Kemp 

S.  Keon 
M.  S.  King 

M.  D.  Kingswell 
P.  Kite 

Mrs.  E.  W.  Krebs 
M.  C.  Langdon 

G.  J.  Landsbury 
A.  J.  Last 

M.  R.  Lawn 

J.  R.  Laundon 

J.  Lawrence 

A.  R.  Layfield 
Lea  Valley  Projects 

Group  (lvpg) 

R.  G.  Lees 

R.  Leighton 

T.  Lewis 

K.  S.  Lodge 

N.  L.  London 
J.  S.  Lyes 

W.  McCubbin 

B.  J.  McDonald 

I.  McWilton 

J.  Mackay 

Mrs.  M.  M.  Magee 
J.  D.  Magee 
P.  Maiteny 
J.  M.  Malcolm 

J.  W.  Malster 

I.  G.  Manklow 
Maple  Cross  Ringing 

Group  (mcrg) 

F.  Maroevic 

B.  A.  Marsh 
D.  Martin 
A.  May 

K.  May 

H.  P.  Medhurst 
A.  Merritt  (am/) 

A.  F.  Mitchell 

K.  D.  G.  Mitchell 
D.  J.  Montier 
Mrs.  D.  M.  Montier 
A.  Moon  (am«) 

A.  J.  Morris 
Mrs.  H.  Morris 
K.  W.  Morris 

S.  J.  Moss 

A.  Mountford  (am d) 

J.  R.  Mullins 

G.  F.  A.  Munns 

J.  A.  Murray 

K.  Murray 
P.  Naylor 

L.  Nezam 

A.  M.  Nisbet 
K.  Noble 

C.  Ogston 
P.  J.  Oliver 

Sir  Con  O’Neill  (con) 
Orpington  Field  Club 

(OFC) 

C.  Orr  (cor) 

K.  C.  Osborne 
A.  Paine 
K.  H.  Palmer 
R.  A.  Palmer 
R.  Palmer 
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Miss  D.  Picton-Jones 
W.  J.  Pigram 

J.  M.  Pinder 
D.  Player  (bpr) 

Mrs.  D.  Player  (dp t) 
A.  Pointer  (Apr) 

Miss  M.  W.  Power 

K.  J.  Powrie 

M.  A.  Pratley 
R.  C.  Price 

L.  E.  Pritchard 
Miss  H.  M.  Prophet 

A.  F.  Pursey 

Miss  R.  J.  Ramsay 

N.  Redman 
J.  H.  Rees 
D.  E.  Reid 
Miss  P.  Rickard 
L.  Riddick 

H.  R.  M.  Roberts 
W.  Roberts 
R.  W.  Robinson 

L.  F.  Rodgers 

M.  J.  Rogers 


Ruislip  &  Dist.  Nat. 
Hist.  Soc.  (rnhs) 

P.  Rumsey  (prv) 

R.  F.  Sanderson 
A.  W.  Scopes 
P.  J.  Sellar  (pjsr) 

Mrs.  I.  Shaw 
M.  Sinden 
T.  A.  H.  Slack 
T.  Smeeton 
Mrs.  C.  M.  Smith 
J.  T.  Smith 
P.  Smith 
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Surbiton  &  Dist.  Bird- 
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D.  Washington 
D.  Watson  (dwk) 

G.  R.  Welch 
M.  G.  Wells 
M.  J.  Wells 
M.  W.  R.  West 

B.  J.  Weston 

C.  W.  Westwood 

C.  A.  White 

G.  J.  White 
J.  P.  Widgery 

L.  K.  Wilkinson 

H.  O.  Williams 
J.  C.  Williams 
J.  Williamson 
J.  F.  Willis 

D.  Withrington  (dw /) 
R.  Wood 

L.  F.  Woollard 
G.  Wright 
R.  E.  Youngman 


11 


Birds  of  the  London  Area,  1974 

A  REPORT  OF  THE  BIRD  LIFE  WITHIN  TWENTY  MILES 
OF  ST.  PAUL’S  CATHEDRAL 

In  this  report  the  sequence  of  orders  and  families  follows  that  of  the  Wetmore 
classification.  The  arrangement  of  genera  and  species  within  each  family  is  the 
same  as  that  used  in  the  Checklist  of  the  Birds  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
(BOU,  1952);  but  the  nomenclature  is  that  of  A  Species  List  of  British  &  Irish 
Birds  (BTO,  1971),  in  which  the  full  scientific  names  will  also  be  found. 

For  easy  reference,  the  species  are  numbered,  using  numbers  from  the  1952 
Checklist;  but  additions  since  1952  remain  unnumbered  and  have  been  placed 
in  the  generic  sequence  of  the  1971  Species  List. 

Initials  after  records  refer  to  the  observers  whose  names  will  be  found  in  the 
list  of  contributors  on  page  9. 

The  six  counties  within  the  circle  of  20  miles  radius  are  indicated  by  their 
initials — E= Essex;  H  =  Herts.;  M  =  Middlesex;  B= Bucks.;  K=Kent;  S  = 
Surrey.  The  following  abbreviations  are  also  used:  LBR=London  Bird 
Report;  G.P.  =  Gravel  Pit;  Res.  =  Reservoir;  S.F.  Sewage  Farm;  S.P.  =  Sand 
Pit;  N,E,S,  and  W,  are  used  for  the  cardinal  points  of  the  compass;  mo = many 
observers. 

An  open  map  of  the  London  Area  will  be  found  useful  for  a  full  appreciation 
of  many  of  the  records.  As  the  history  of  some  species  is  intended  to  be  con¬ 
tinuous,  reference  to  the  Society’s  book  The  Birds  of  the  London  Area,  and  to 
the  systematic  lists  of  previous  issues  of  the  LBR  is  recommended. 


1  Black-throated  Diver 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  from  Nov.  17th  to  26th  (pjo,lep). 

2  Great  Northern  Diver 

E  One  at  King  George  V  Res.,  and  another  at  Paynes  Lane  G.P.  from  Nov. 
30th  until  the  end  of  the  year  (mo). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  22nd  (sjm,mjr)  and  one  from  Dec.  2nd  to  4th 
(lep). 

4  Red-throated  Diver 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  an  oiled  bird  found  dead  on  Mar.  21st  (jf). 

H  Dobbs  Weir  G.P.,  one  on  Feb.  17th  (gjw). 

5  Great  Crested  Grebe 

The  September  count  was,  as  usual,  the  highest  of  the  year  and  was,  at  744, 
closely  comparable  to  1973.  There  were  still  550  at  census  waters  in 
October,  but  numbers  declined  rapidly  thereafter.  Once  again  the  largest 
concentrations  occurred  at  King  George  VI  and  Queen  Mary  Reservoirs 
(281  and  200  respectively,  in  September),  and  the  only  other  locality  to 
hold  more  than  100  at  any  time  was  Walthamstow  Res.,  with  102  in 
September. 
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It  is  interesting  to  compare  the  number  of  pairs  reported  in  the  breeding 
season  from  one  year  to  another.  Over  the  last  five  years  these  have  been 
as  follows:  1970—123;  1971 — 146;  1972—91;  1973—83  and  1974—146. 
Although  there  have  been  marked  variations  in  coverage  by  observers, 
it  seems  likely  that  there  was  a  genuine  increase  in  1974,  when  pairs  or 
broods  were  reported  from  the  following  localities : 

E  Dagenham  Chase  (1);  Fisher’s  Green  (5);  Hainault  Lake  (1);  Walthamstow 
Res.,  ten  broods. 

H  Aldenham  Res.,  (2);  Broxbourne  G.P.  (8);  Cheshunt  G.P.  (19);  Helicon 
G.P.  (3);  Pynesfield  G.P.  (3);  Royal  Oak  G.P.  (2);  Stocker’s  Lake  and 
Springwell  G.P.  (17)  and  West  Hyde  G.P.  (2). 

M  Brent  Res.,  (1);  Canons  Park  (1);  Grovelands  Park  (1);  Hampstead  Heath 
(2);  Hampton  Court  Park  (1);  Harefield  Moor  G.P.  (4);  Kempton  Park 
Res.,  (1);  Longford  G.P.  (1);  Moor  Hall  G.P.  (1);  Osterley  Park  (1); 
Savehay  G.P.  (1);  Stockers  West  G.P.  (1);  Trent  Park  (1).  The  Osterley 
Park  pair  was  sitting  as  early  as  Jan.  21st.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park, 
two  pairs  raised  three  young  out  of  c.  24  eggs  laid ;  Hyde  Park  and  Kensing¬ 
ton  Gardens,  three  pairs,  but  only  one  nested  successfully,  raising 
two  broods. 

B  Hythe  End  G.P.,  three  or  four  broods. 

K  Dartford  (3);  Littlebrook  (1);  Ruxley  (5)  and  Thamesmead  Lake  (1  -  did 
not  attempt  to  nest). 

5  Gatton  Park  (4);  Godstone  Pond  (1);  Ham  Moor  (1);  Thames  at  Hampton 

(1)  and  at  Hampton  Court  (3);  Holmethorpe  G.P.  (1);  Richmond  Park 

(2) ;  Oxshott  Brickworks  (1)  and  Thorpe  G.P.  (24). 

6  Red-necked  Grebe 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  from  Jan.  1st  to  19th  and  one  from  March  23rd 
to  31st  (jf).  William  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  15th  (jf,pjv). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  singles  on  Jan.  29th  (gc)  and  Oct.  9th  (sa).  King  George 
VI  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  18th  (ap).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  17th  (lfr). 

7  Slavonian  Grebe 

E  Barking  Power  Station,  six  on  Apr.  2nd  (rb,ebwps).  King  George  V  Res., 
singles  on  various  dates  between  Nov.  2nd  and  30th  (jf,pjv). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  in  summer  plumage  on  Apr.  15th  (rnh,  et  al.). 
Stocker’s  Lake,  one  on  several  dates  from  Feb.  23rd  to  Mar.  24th  (dkc 
et  al). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  from  Feb.  17th  to  Apr.  17th  (am«,pjo,mjr).  Staines 
Res.,  one  on  numerous  dates  between  Jan.  4th  and  Apr.  28th  (gde  et  al.). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  The  bird  present  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  remained 
until  Feb.  3rd  (cdh). 

K  Sevenoaks,  three  on  Apr.  2nd  (jgh). 

8  Black-necked  Grebe 

E  William  Girling  Res.,  up  to  three  on  numerous  dates  in  the  first  three 
months  and  last  three  months  of  the  year  (mo). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  5th  (ap).  Staines  Res.,  observed  in 
all  months  except  May,  June,  November  and  December,  with  a  spring 
maximum  of  six  on  Feb.  21st  and  Mar.  30th,  and  a  maximum  in  autumn 
of  15  on  Sept.  22nd.  Wraysbury  Res.,  seven  on  Feb.  3rd  (adh,gjl). 

K  Brooklands  Lake  (Dartford),  one  on  Feb.  12th  (jfw). 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  one  in  summer  plumage  on  Apr.  6th  (dp).  Walton 
Res.,  singles  on  Jan.  5th  and  on  Sept.  8th  and  11th  (rdh,rgl,dp). 
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9  Little  Grebe 

Definite  breeding  localities,  with  the  number  of  pairs  in  brackets,  and  a 
summary  of  Inner  London  records  are  given : 

E  Ilford  (1),  Walthamstow  (3). 

H  Frogmore  (1);  Maple  Cross  S.F.  (1);  Stocker’s  Lake  (1). 

M  Hampton  Court  Park  (1).  Inner  London:  singles  observed  outside  the 
breeding  season  in  Regent’s  Park,  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens; 
two  in  Regent’s  Park  on  Oct.  3rd. 

K  Erith  Marsh  (1);  Plumstead  Marsh  (3). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.  (1) ;  Bookham  Common  (1) ;  Esher  Common  (1) ;  Merstham 
(1);  Reigate  (1).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  up  to  four  on  many  dates 
outside  the  breeding  season. 

12/14  Petrel  sp. 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  14th  seen  in  flight  and  resting  on  the  water 
(kh),  was  thought  by  the  observer  to  have  probably  been  a  Leach’s  Petrel. 

26  Fulmar 

H  Bushey,  one  on  June  16th,  before  a  severe  storm  (bg,rg). 

28  Cormorant 

Again  v/idely  reported  in  all  months,  but  most  numerous  to  the  west  of 
London,  especially  in  the  Colne  Valley.  A  summary  of  the  larger  flocks 
and  of  Inner  London  records  away  from  the  Thames  is  given. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  maxima  at  roost  of  50  in  February  and  90  in  December. 
M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  maximum  of  79  on  Feb.  3rd.  Stain  Hill  Res.,  up 
to  50  in  March.  Wraysbury  Res.,  103  on  Mar.  17th.  Inner  London: 
early  morning  movements  were  at  a  maximum  over  Hyde  Park  and  Ken¬ 
sington  Gardens  in  March,  April  and  October;  movements  were  also 
noted  over  Regent’s  Park. 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  39  on  Oct.  13th.  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  up  to  50  in 
October.  Walton  Res.,  c.  40  on  Jan.  13th. 

29  Shag 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  5th.  William  Girling  Res.,  one  from 
Jan.  12th  to  27th.  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  7th,  later  found  dead 

(JF,PJV). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  four  on  Jan.  26th,  one  on  Sept.  8th  and  up  to  15  from 
Nov.  29th  to  Dec.  14th  (rnh,pjs,hnhs).  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one  on  Feb. 
19th  and  two  on  20th  (lvpg). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  1st  (gcg).  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  on  Dec. 
21st  (cdh).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  a  sick  immature  on  Nov.  13th 
which  later  died  (mk),  had  been  ringed  as  a  pullus  on  the  Fame  Islands, 
Northumberland,  on  July  26th. 

K  Ruxley,  one  from  Sept.  7th,  found  dead  on  15th  (fjh). 

S  South  Croydon,  an  immature  first  seen  resting  on  an  office  tower-block 
on  Sept.  4th  left  the  following  day  (im). 

A 

30  Grey  Heron 

Widely  reported  in  all  sectors,  including  Inner  London  (mainly  Surrey 
Docks  and  the  Royal  Parks).  Two  further  records  of  occupied  nests  were 
received  (one  at  a  new  site)  in  addition  to  those  included  in  the  paper 
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in  the  London  Bird  Report  for  1973  (p.74),  making  a  total  of  155,  the 
highest  number  since  1961.  The  details  are  as  follows: 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  further  increase  to  a  record  number  of  113  occupied 
nests.  Waltham  Abbey,  one  pair  bred  at  a  new  site  (tl). 

M  Kempton  Park,  c.  20  occupied  nests  (dp).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park, 
three  pairs  bred  and  a  fourth  pair  commenced  building  but  did  not  persist 
(jpw,rcg). 

K  About  ten  pairs  bred  at  the  same  site  as  in  previous  years. 

S  Gatton  Park,  eight  occupied  nests  (mpi). 

38  Bittern 

E  Paynes  Lane  G.P.,  one  on  Feb.  4th  may  have  been  the  bird  from  Rye  Meads 
(lvpg). 

H  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one  present  throughout  the  year  (lvpg). 

M  Ruislip  L.N.R.,  one  on  Dec.  7th  (je). 

43  Glossy  Ibis 

K  Swanscombe  Marsh,  one  from  Apr.  11th  to  May  12th  (agd,baf,jdh, 
APr,LFw).  This  bird  was  also  seen  at  West  Thurrock  Marsh  (Essex)  at 
mid-day  on  5th  May  (lep). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  this  is  the  first  recotd  for 
the  London  Area.  Although  some  initial  doubt  was  attached  to  this  record 
•the  species  is  rare  in  captivity  and  its  occurrence  in  Britain  in  three  consec¬ 
utive  years  is  perhaps  significant. 

WILDFOWL 

As  in  previous  reports,  the  species  accounts  commence  with  comment 
in  heavy  type  on  the  latest  winter  season  of  monthly  wildfowl  counts  —  in 
this  instance  1974/75.  Subsequent  entries  relate  to  the  calendar  year  1974. 
The  mean  of  the  November  to  February  counts  (or,  where  appropriate, 
the  peak  winter  counts)  for  the  five  latest  seasons  are  shown  in  Table  1 .  An 
important  paper  by  R.  C.  Homes  reviewing  the  results  of  the  regular  winter 
monthly  counts  over  the  past  25  years  appears  on  page  62  of  this  report, 
but  once  again  readers  are  reminded  that  these  counts  (and  thus  the  figures 
in  Table  1)  are  not  an  absolute  census  but  a  sample  representing  an  index  of 

Table  1.  Monthly  wildfowl  counts — mean  of  November  to  February  counts, 

or  (in  italics)  peak  winter  counts. 


1970/71 

1971/72 

1972/73 

1973/74 

1974/75 

Mallard 

2,909 

3,286 

2,860 

2,539* 

2,910 

Teal 

1,134 

880 

769 

605 

814 

Gadwall 

101 

107 

144 

137 

131 

Wigeon 

124 

119 

122 

116 

93 

Shoveler 

353 

374 

583 

498* 

457 

Tufted  Duck 

4,600 

4,790 

4,786 

4,589 

4,123 

Pochard 

2,180 

1,348 

1,805 

2,421 

1,795 

Goldeneye 

132 

141 

162 

134 

114 

Goosander 

49 

73 

99 

208 

97 

Smew 

29 

24 

25 

24 

16 

*  incorporates  extrapolated  figures  in  excess  of  10%  of  total  count  in 
one  or  more  months. 
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winter  population  trends.  Taken  with  the  maxima  counts  for  the  Lower 
Thames,  however,  they  probably  give  a  fair  indication  of  the  likely  aggregate 
winter  duck  population  in  the  London  Area.  Thus  the  aggregate  of  the 
census  and  Lower  Thames  counts  in  January  and  December  over  the  past 
four  years  are  shown  in  Table  2.  The  sharp  reduction  in  1974  is  largely 
attributable  to  a  further  decline  on  the  Lower  Thames  where  at  the  end  of 
the  year  further  dredging  of  Woolwich  Reach,  in  preparation  for  the 
Thames  flood-prevention  barrier,  resulted  in  additional  loss  of  habitat. 


Table  2.  Approximate  aggregate  totals  of  census  and  Lower  Thames  duck 

counts  in  January  and  December. 


Jan 

Dec 

1971 

20,000 

18,000 

1972 

21,000 

15,000 

1973 

18,000 

19,000 

1974 

16,000 

14,000 

Once  again,  a  sketch  map  of  the  Lower  Thames  is  reproduced  showing  the 
names  of  the  localities  in  this  report.  Please  use  these  names  when  submitting 
records  for  the  Lower  Thames  as  this  greatly  eases  the  task  of  analysis  and 
interpretation  of  the  records.  The  tables  shown  under  the  species  accounts 
for  the  Lower  Thames  give  the  monthly  maxima  for  each  locality  and  a 
‘Thames  total’  derived  from  simultaneous  site  counts  etc. 


45  Mallard 

1974/75.  See  Table  1.  The  index  returned  to  The  level  of  two  seasons 
ago,  but  numbers  were  still  well  below  those  reached  in  the  late  1960s. 

1974.  Counts  of  300  or  more,  breeding  concentrations  in  Inner  London 
and  a  summary  of  counts  on  the  Lower  Thames  are  given. 
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H  Rye  Meads,  319  on  Jan  13th. 

M  Bushy  Park,  300  on  Nov.  9th.,  King  George  VI  Res.,  336  on  Nov.  17th. 
Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  382  on  Jan.  12th, 
435  on  Feb.  18th,  570  on  Sept.  16th  and  325  on  Dec.  16th;  at  least  32 
broods  were  seen  at  this  locality  and  there  were  61  young  on  St.  James’s 
Park  Lake  on  July  26th. 

K  In  the  table  below  relating  to  the  Lower  Thames,  maxima  of  ten  or  less 
for  any  locality  have  been  ignored. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr  May  June 

Jul 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Upper  Pool 

30 

64 

— 

— 

18 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

94 

— 

Lower  Pool 

— 

13 

— 

27 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Limehouse  Reach 

53 

102 

— 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

26 

99 

120 

Greenwich  Reach 

— 

— 

— 

X 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

30 

— 

— 

Blackwall  Reach 

55 

64 

20 

Bugsby’s  Reach 

16 

— 

— 

90 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

56 

Woolwich  Reach 

147 

204 

85 

— 

69 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

140 

20 

Woolwich  Arsenal 

33 

342 

185 

52 

54 

— 

79 

— 

— 

— 

— 

50 

Woolwich 

180 

99 

39 

27 

— 

37 

— 

— 

— 

200 

— 

18 

Barking 

297 

659 

40 

49 

59 

— 

— 

— 

— 

60 

80 

180 

Crossness 

172 

109 

74 

— 

52 

170 

115 

— 

— 

— 

180 

120 

Rainham 

— 

— 

— 

20 

— 

21 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dartford 

— 

— 

50 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

70 

100 

37 

169 

‘Thames  total’ 

6641,084 

412 

284 

228 

170 

115  N/C 

70 

200 

319 

320 

The  ‘Thames  totals’  for  the  Lower  Thames,  when  taken  in  conjunction  with 
the  available  figures  for  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Thames  shown  under 
Surrey  below,  reveal  a  minimum  winter  Mallard  population  on  the  Thames 
in  the  London  Area  of  the  order  of  1,500. 

S  The  River  Thames  between  Teddington  Lock  and  Putney  Bridge  is  covered 
by  the  regular  monthly  wildfowl  counts  which  were  as  follows: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Sept  Oct  Nov  Dec 

681  572  590  842  660  961  1,065 

Elsewhere  there  were  300  at  Reigate  Priory  on  Jan.  13th  and  between  550/ 
620  at  Gatton  Lake  from  September  to  November. 

46  Teal 

1974/75.  See  Table  1.  After  six  seasons  of  decline  there  was  an 
increase  of  nearly  one  third.  Previously  the  recent  mild  winters  have  been 
cited  as  a  possible  reason  for  the  low  numbers  in  our  Area,  but  1974/75  was 
also  exceptionally  mild,  so  some  other  factor(s)  must  be  relevant  in  this 
context. 

1974.  Larger  counts  and  breeding  season  records  are  given. 

E  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  145  on  Jan.  13th,  112  on  Nov.  17th  and  145  on  Dec. 

15.  A  female  at  the  same  locality  in  June. 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.  The  largest  count  was  75  on  Jan.  6th;  there  was  one 
there  on  June  11th.  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  100  on  Jan.  11th. 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  was  again  the  most  important  locality  for  Teal 
in  this  sector  with  winter  maxima  of  370  on  Jan.  27th  and  295  on  Dec. 
15th.  A  pair  at  Darlands  Lake  on  Mar.  29th  and  five  there  on  June  25th 
may  indicate  breeding  at  that  locality. 

B  Datchet  Res.,  54  on  Dec.  18th. 

K  As  usual  the  main  concentrations  on  the  Lower  Thames  were  on  the 
Barking,  Crossness  and  Rainham  sections  but  numbers  were  well  down  on 
previous  years,  the  highest  counts,  taking  all  three  localities  together, 
being:  Jan. — 354;  Feb. — 85;  Mar. — 56;  Nov. — 100  and  Dec. — 250.  In 
addition  there  were  up  to  50  at  Woolwich  in  Jan.  and  30  in  Feb. 
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S  A  female  with  six  young  at  Black  Pond,  Esher  represents  the  only  proved 
breeding  of  this  species  in  our  Area  in  1974. 

The  winter  monthly  maxima  at  the  three  principal  localities  in  this  sector 
were  as  follows : 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Barn  Elms 

130 

100 

60 

16 

32 

72 

84 

Island  Barn 

230 

79 

50 

— 

2 

98 

31 

Qn.  Eliz.  II 

20 

40 

44 

80 

76 

175 

170 

In  addition  there  were  58  on  the  Thames  adjacent  to  Barn  Elms  Res.,  on 
Dec.  15th. 


47  Garganey 

1974  was  remarkable  in  that  there  were  no  autumn  records,  and  the  few 
birds  seen  in  the  spring  were  all  north  of  the  Thames,  except  for  a  pair 
at  Sevenoaks  which  bred. 

Cheshunt  G.P.,  a  female  on  Apr.  17th  (gjw). 

Darlands  Lake,  a  pair  from  Apr.  19th  until  May  3rd  (lkw).  King  George 
VI  Res.,  two  on  Mar.  2nd  (ap).  Mill  Hill,  a  drake  on  Apr.  14th  and  a 
pair  on  19th  (ehw).  Staines  Moor,  a  pair  on  May  7th  (lfr). 

K  Sevenoaks,  a  pair  bred  but  were  unsuccessful  (jgh). 

49  Gadwall 

1974/75.  See  Table  1.  The  same  high  level  has  now  been  maintained  for 
three  seasons.  There  was  again  a  possibility  of  duplication  in  counts  at 
Barn  Elms  and  Lonsdale  Road  Reservoirs,  but  if  the  higher  numbers  were 
taken  the  figure  for  Table  1  would  be  increased  to  176. 

1974.  Singles  and  small  parties  were,  as  usual,  widely  reported.  Although 
there  were  a  number  of  mid-summer  records,  there  were  no  suggestions 
of  attempted  breeding.  The  larger  counts  are  given. 

M  Kempton  Park  Res.,  17  on  Nov.  17th. 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  17  in  Jan.  and  18  in  Feb.  and  Dec. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  maxima  of  54  on  Feb.  5th  and  62  on  Oct.  13th.  Lonsdale 
Road  Res.,  maxima  of  80  on  Jan.  13th  and  110  on  Dec.  20th. 

50  Wigeon 

1974/75.  See  Table  1.  After  five  seasons  of  fairly  constant  population 
levels,  this  season  saw  a  decline  of  some  20  per  cent  in  the  numbers  recorded. 

1974.  As  usual,  small  numbers  were  well  distributed  in  the  Area;  the 
larger  counts  and  a  summer  record  for  Inner  London  are  given. 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  200  on  Jan.  11th  and  25th,  an  unusually  high  number 
for  this  locality. 

M  Kempton  Park  Res.,  30  on  Jan.  13th.  Staines  Res.,  up  to  110  in  January 
and  February,  but  no  more  than  50  reported  in  December. 

K  Very  few  on  the  Lower  Thames,  maxima  of  only  25  at  Rainham  and  ten 
at  Erith  in  January;  no  counts  of  double  figures  received  for  the  end  of 
the  year. 

S  Winter  maxima  at  the  principal  waters  for  this  species  were:  Barn  Elms, 
47  in  January  and  33  in  December;  Walton  Res.,  120  in  January  but  no 
more  than  eight  in  December.  Inner  London :  a  pair  at  Surrey  Docks 
as  late  as  May  31st. 
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52  Pintail 

1974.  Numbers  were  well  down  on  the  Lower  Thames,  as  shown  in  the 
table  below.  This  is  probably  mainly  attributable  to  the  loss  by  reclamation 
in  1973  of  the  favoured  area  at  Woolwich.  Elsewhere  there  were  two 
records  of  flocks  flying  over  and  one  of  a  pair  in  spring;  details  are  given 
below;  otherwise,  one  to  four  were  recorded  in  winter  months  from  only 
four  localities. 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  20  N  on  Dec.  28th.  A  pair  at  the  same  locality  on 
May  25th. 

B  Horton  G.P.,  28  SW  on  Dec.  31st. 

K  The  table  below  refers  to  the  Lower  Thames.  The  only  account  of  more 
than  a  handful  of  birds  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  of  50  at  Barking  in 
December. 


Blackwall  Reach 

Jan 

6 

Feb 

Mar 

Woolwich  Reach 

75 

25 

11 

Woolwich 

80 

52 

2 

Barking 

— 

6 

— 

Crossness 

75 

17 

13 

‘Thames  total’  80  60  16 


53  Shoveler 

1974/75.  See  Table  1..  The  average  count  declined  again,  but  was  still 
the  third  highest  recorded. 

1974.  Winter  maxima  at  the  principal  waters  are  tabulated  by  county. 
Numbers  fluctuated  widely  from  these  maxima  from  day  to  day,  particularly 
in  Middlesex.  A  breeding  season  record  is  given  and  records  from  Inner 
London  summarized;  otherwise  up  to  c.  30  widely  reported. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  two  pairs  present  in  the  summer  but  no  young  were 
seen. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Walthamstow 

116 

53 

20 

90 

70 

27 

30 

Wm.  Girling 

60 

53 

10 

74 

120 

83 

233 

King  Geo.  VI 

109 

99 

16 

144 

282 

142 

19 

Staines 

5 

60 

97 

18 

9 

20 

100 

Queen  Mary 

260 

120 

300 

18 

5 

79 

250 

Inner  London:  present  in  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  in  Regent’s 
Park,  max.  12  on  Feb.  1st;  up  to  four  there  in  autumn.  Spring  records 
of  two  birds  from  St.  James’s  and  Hyde  Parks. 


S 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Barn  Elms 

55 

56 

63 

60 

64 

49 

44 

Walton 

— 

28 

— 

1 

41 

152 

101 

Qn.  Eliz.  II 

85 

18 

— 

65 

68 

13 

44 

Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  or  two  in  early  spring. 
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—  Mandarin  Duck 

Breeding  records  and  reports  of  birds  away  from  the  usual  areas  south¬ 
west  of  London  are  given. 

E  Connaught  Water,  Epping  Forest,  two  drakes  present  throughout  the  year, 
and  a  female  on  June  22nd.  These  may  be  the  same  three  birds  which 
were  seen  at  King  George  V  Res.  on  Nov.  23rd. 

M  Hampton  Court  Park,  one  pair  bred  (wri). 

K  Greenwich  Park,  one  pair  bred  (jam).  Barking,  a  drake  on  the  Thames 
on  Nov.  16th  (rea,pjg). 

S  Bred  at  Cobham,  Esher  Common  (three  pairs  with  broods)  and  Slyfield 
(Stoke  D’Abernon). 

54  Red-crested  Pochard 

Records  undoubtedly  relate  to  feral  birds. 

H  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  two  present  throughout  the  year  (lvpg). 

M  Brent  Res.,  a  female  on  several  dates  in  January  (lab,agd,mdk). 

55  Scaup 

Observers  are  again  reminded  that  records  of  Scaup  (either  sex)  cannot 
be  accepted  without  evidence  of  correct  identification  as  Aythya  hybrids 
(e.g.  Pochard  X  Tufted  Duck,  etc.)  can  closely  resemble  this  species. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  up  to  nine  on  various  dates  from  early  February  to 
Apr.  6th  (jf,km,rfs). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  a  drake  on  Jan.  11th  (ehw). 

M  Brent  Res.,  a  duck  on  Jan.  20th  (lab).  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  a  drake  on 
Apr.  6th  (jc,je).  Staines  Res.,  a  drake  from  Feb.  5th  to  May  12th  (gde, 
cdh,mdk,lep),  and  a  duck  on  Apr.  7th  (gc). 

K  River  Thames  at  Rainham,  32  on  Jan.  2nd  (kn). 

S  Putney,  one  on  Thames  on  Feb.  8th  (pjg,jgh).  Inner  London:  Surrey 
Docks,  up  to  six  from  early  January  to  Feb.  16th;  three  drakes  and  five 
ducks  on  Apr.  2nd  and  4th;  a  female  on  Oct.  17th  and  19th,  and  a  drake 
on  Nov.  14th  (rea,kac). 

56  Tufted  Duck 

1974/75.  See  Table  1.  This  season  saw  a  decline  of  about  ten  per  cent  to 
the  lowest  level  for  five  winters. 

1974.  Pairs  in  the  breeding  season  (or  broods),  a  summary  of  numbers 
on  the  Lower  Thames  and  counts  (or  summaries)  of  500  or  more  elsewhere 
are  given. 

E  Nazeing  and  Fisher’s  Green,  17  broods.  Walthamstow  Res.,  14  broods. 
King  George  V  Res.,  500  on  Sept.  15th.  Walthamstow  Res.,  790  on  Feb. 
17th  and  600  on  Mar.  17th;  1,110  on  Aug.  11th  had  declined  to  630  by 
Sept.  8th  but  thereafter  counts  of  700-800  were  received  for  each  month 
with  1,020  on  Dec.  23rd. 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  c.  12  pairs;  Frogmore,  two  pairs;  Maple  Cross,  two  broods, 
Stocker’s  and  Springwell  Lakes,  up  to  50  pair^. 

M  Single  pairs  bred  at  Brent  and  Queen  Mary  Reservoirs  and  on  Hampstead 
Heath.  King  George  VI  Res.,  590  on  July  22nd  and  770  on  Aug.  5th. 
Queen  Mary  Res.,  between  500  and  750  from  August  to  December.  Stoke 
Newington  Res.,  1,696  on  Jan.  13th  declined  to  597  on  Feb.  15th;  at  the 
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end  of  the  year  numbers  did  not  exceed  500  until  Nov.  17th  when  there 
were  1,016,  increasing  to  2,077  on  Dec.  15th.  Inner  London:  bred  in  Hyde 
Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  (six  broods).  Regent’s  Park  (two  broods) 
and  St.  James’s  Park  (47  young  reared). 

K  Single  pairs  bred  at'Erith  Marsh,  and  Kelsey  Park,  and  there  were  five 
broods  at  Ruxley  G.P.  Two  pairs  that  bred  successfully  at  Thamesmead 
Lake  are  thought  to  have  been  of  captive  origin.  A  marked  decline  on  the 
Lower  Thames:  300  were  reported  from  Woolwich  Reach  in  January,  but 
none  in  February  or  March,  and  the  highest  count  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  only  34  at  Limehouse  Reach. 

S  Single  pairs  or  broods  at  Bookham  Common,  Esher,  Kingston  and  Surbiton 
and  four  pairs  in  Richmond  Park.  Barn  Elms,  585  on  Jan.  11th  and  568 
on  Feb.  6th. 

—  Ring-necked  Duck 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  a  drake  from  Apr.  28th  to  30th  (hpm). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  this  is  the  first  record  for 
the  London  Area.  It  seems  provable  that  it  was  the  same  bird  as  the 
individual  that  wintered  at  Marlow,  Bucks  (the  only  other  British  record 
in  1974),  which  was  last  seen  Apr.  17th. 

57  Pochard 

1974/75.  See  Table  1.  The  Pochard  population  on  the  census  waters 
continues  to  fluctuate  markedly,  having  fallen  this  season  by  about  one  quarter. 

1974.  Pairs  in  the  breeding  season  (or  broods),  counts  of  500  or  more 
and  a  summary  of  counts  on  the  Lower  Thames  are  given. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  five  broods  in  July.  The  winter  counts  there  were 
not  so  high  as  in  1963 — 1,168  on  Jan.  13th,  615  on  Nov.  17th  and  1,146  on 
Dec.  30th. 

H  One  pair  summered  at  Stocker’s  Lake. 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  four  pairs  summered.  There  were  500  there  on  Dec. 
1st,  but  at  none  of  the  other  regular  sites  for  this  species  did  counts  even 
reach  400.  Inner  London:  bred  in  Regent’s  Park  (eight  broods)  and  St. 
James’s  Park  (20  young  reared),  but  for  the  first  time  since  1967  no  young 
were  recorded  in  Hyde  Park. 

K  Southmere  Lake,  two  pairs  (possibly  of  captive  origin)  bred.  The  table 
below  refers  to  the  Lower  Thames  and  reveals  a  further  decline.  At 
Limehouse  Reach,  Inner  London,  flocks  were  twice  seen  leaving  the  river 
and  flying  N  —  270  on  Nov.  30th  and  400  (with  100  E  in  addition)  on 
Dec.  21st. 


Jan 

Feb 

Nov 

Dec 

Upper  Pool 

25 

— 

— 

— 

Limehouse  Reach 

40 

— 

270 

500 

Blackwall  Reach 

200 

— 

— 

— 

Woolwich  Reach 

875 

— 

83 

— 

Barking 

— 

— 

70 

350 

Rainham 

500 

— 

— 

— 

Erith 

— 

31 

— 

— 

‘Thames  total’ 

1,075 

31 

270 

500 

S  One  pair  bred  in  Richmond  Park.  Numbers  at  Barn  Elms  reached  c.  1,000 
on  Jan.  12th  but  remained  below  200  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1974 


21 


58  Ferruginous  Duck 

Records  may  relate  to  birds  of  captive  origin. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  a  drake  present  throughout  June  (psaa,rjh,jh«,sk). 
Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  from  Jan.  2nd  to  24th,  with  a  second 
individual  on  11th.  Singles  on  Feb.  11th  and  from  Nov.  14th  to  28th 
(rea,kac). 

60  Goldeneye 

1974/75.  See  Table  1.  There  was  a  sharp  reduction  in  the  peak  count  to 
the  level  of  some  six  seasons  ago. 

1974.  The  larger  counts  are  given;  numbers  at  both  ends  of  the  year  were 
generally  well  down  on  1973. 

E  Lea  Valley  Res.,  up  to  38  in  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  and  up  to 
32  in  December. 

H  All  counts  received  were  in  single  figures. 

M  Maxima  for  the  principal  localities  are  given.  King  George  VI  Res.,  19  in 
February  and  16  in  December.  Queen  Mary  Res.,  51  in  February  and  32 
in  Dec.  Staines  Res.,  45  in  March,  Stain  Hill  Res.,  23  in  March. 

B  Wraysbury  Res.,  max.  of  22  on  Dec.  29th. 

S  Maxima  at  Walton  Res.,  were  30  in  February  and  27  in  December. 

61  Long-tailed  Duck 

E  King  George  V  and  William  Girling  Res.,  the  drake  present  at  the  beginning 
of  1974  remained  until  the  end  of  March  (jf,prt,pjv). 

B/M  One  female  present  in  the  Colne  Valley  from  Feb.  9th  to  May  12th  was 
reported  from  several  gravel  pits  in  the  Harefield  area  (mo). 

64  Common  Scoter 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  three  drakes  on  Mar.  24th  (pjv).  William  Girling 
Res.,  a  duck  on  Nov.  10th  (jf). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  a  drake  on  Sept.  24th  (lkw).  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  three 
on  Apr.  2nd  and  3rd  (lvpg). 

M  Staines  Res.,  up  to  seven  drakes  and  four  ducks  on  Apr.  16th  to  18th 
(kfb,gde,lep,pjs«)  ;  two  on  Sept.  9th  (lep).  Stoke  Newington  Res.,  a  drake 
on  Mar.  12th  (jf). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  a  male  on  Sept.  28th  (jmp). 

67  Eider 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  a  drake  present  throughout  1974  (dg«,dp). 

—  Ruddy  Duck 

This  American  species  now  breeds  ferally  in  England. 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  singles  on  Jan.  6th,  Feb.  2nd,  Mar.  2nd  and  Oct.  20th 
(hnhs). 

M  Staines  Res.,  singles  on  Jan.  7th  and  Mar.  29th  (gde). 

69  Red-breasted  Merganser  , 

E  King  George  V  and  William  Girling  Res.,  two  females  from  Mar.  9th  to 
Apr.  21st,  and  one  on  Aug.  10th  and  11th.  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  female 
from  January  until  Mar.  3rd,  and  a  drake  from  Oct.  13th  to  the  end  of  the 
year. 
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M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  12th  (kjh).  Staines  Res.,  a  drake  and  two 
ducks  on  Apr.  17th  (pjs/?).  Wraysbury  Res.,  a  female  on  Dec.  13th  and 
15th  (cdh,am«).^ 

S  Walton  Res.,  a  ‘brown-head’  on  Dec.  15th  (dg«,co).  Inner  London: 
Surrey  Docks,  up  to  four  on  various  dates  in  January,  and  a  female  from 
Apr.  22nd  to  28th  (rea,kac). 

70  Goosander 

1974/75.  See  Table  1.  Thd  previous  season’s  count  now  stands  out  as  a 
peak,  the  maximum  count  having  returned  to  the  level  of  1972/73. 

1974.  The  larger  counts  are  given  and  Inner  London  records  summarized. 

E  Lea  Valley  Res.,  up  to  38  in  first  three  months  of  the  year  and  up  to  20  in 
December. 

H  Troy  Mill  G.P.,  max.  of  32  in  February. 

M  The  maxima  at  the  principal  Waters  were:  King  George  VI  Res., 
54  in  March;  Queen  Mary  Res.,  64  in  March  and  23  in  December;  Staines 
Res.,  40  in  January  and  20  in  December.  Inner  London:  one  flew  S.  over 
Hyde  Park,  Dec.  4th. 

B  Wraysbury  Res.,  maxima  of  ten  in  January  and  15  in  December. 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  max.  of  37  on  Mar.  9th.  Walton  Res.,  no  more  than  18 
in  January  and  14  in  December.  Wimbledon  Park  Lake,  up  to  20  in 
March.  Inner  London:  Limehouse  Reach,  one  on  Dec.  19th;  Surrey 
Docks  present  January  to  Mar.  14th  max.  of  9  on  Feb.  9th. 

71  Smew 

1974/75.  See  Table  1.  After  some  years  of  steady  but  very  low  numbers, 
the  maximum  count  again  dropped  to  its  lowest  ever. 

1974. 

E  Lea  Valley  Res.,  one  Jan-Mar.  and  on  Apr.  27th. 

M  Maxima  in  January  to  March  (except  where  stated)  were  as  follows :  Brent 
Res., — 1 6 ;  King  George  VI, — eight ;  Queen  Mary  Res., — one ;  Staines  Res., — 
two;  Stain  Hill  Res., — three;  Stoke  Newington  Res., — nine,  where  there 
were  also  up  to  eight  in  December  and  Wraysbury  Res., — eight,  and  tw?o  in 
December. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  three  in  February. 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  1st. 

S  Walton  Res.,  maximum  of  eight  in  March.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks, 
one  on  Dec.  5th. 

73  Shelduck 

Breeding  records  are  given  and  Lower  Thames  records  tabulated.  For 
the  first  time  breeding  of  apparently  wild  birds  was  recorded  in  the  Area 
away  from  the  Thames  marshes.  Otherwise,  one  to  four  widely  reported. 

E  A  pair  with  14  young  on  the  Thames  at  Rainham  on  May  28th  and  a  brood 
of  six  at  Rainham  Marsh  in  July. 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  two  pairs  bred  (nine  young). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  tw7o  pairs  with  nine  young  on  June  23rd  were  presumably 
the  Queen  Mary  birds. 

K  Two  pairs  almost  certainly  attempted  to  breed  on  Erith  Marsh  but  no  duck¬ 
lings  were  seen.  The  table  refers  to  the  Low’er  Thames. 
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Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Woolwich  Reach 

200 

80 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Woolwich 

15 

— 

45 

— 

— 

— 

— 

50 

Barking 

680 

94 

12 

— 

— 

• — 

295 

380 

Crossness 

150 

23 

— 

— 

— 

— 

108 

52 

Rainham 

46 

— 

— 

— 

42 

— 

— 

— 

Erith 

150 

100 

100 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Dartford 

45 

31 

11 

6 

— 

8 

21 

17 

Purfleet 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

‘Thames  total’ 

680 

160 

100 

6 

42 

8 

295 

390 

74  Ruddy  Shelduck 

Single  birds  seen  in  Essex,  Middlesex  and  Kent  must  all  be  regarded  as  of 
captive  origin. 

75  Greylag  Goose 

M/B  Up  to  10  on  Colne  Valley  G.P.  throughout  the  year.  A  pair  with  five 
goslings  on  May  21st. 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  six  flew  W  on  Dec.  15th  (kac). 

76  White-fronted  Goose 

E  Rainham,  23  flew  W  on  Feb.  25th  (kn). 

M  Inner  London:  10  flew  NNE  over  Regent’s  Park  on  Feb.  21st  (jpw). 

80  Brent  Goose 

E  William  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  21st  (pjv). 

K  Thames:  nine  birds  flew  up-river  at  Woolwich  on  Dec.  14th  (pjg,ms). 

81  Barnacle  Goose 

All  records  probably  relate  to  feral  birds. 

M/B  Colne  Valley  G.P.,  a  single  bird  seen  frequently  during  the  latter  half 
of  the  year. 

K  Thamesmead,  one  on  Mar.  24th  (jfw). 

S  Thorpe  G.P.,  two  during  January  and  February  (gc). 

82  Canada  Goose 

Breeding  records  (number  of  pairs  in  brackets)  and  larger  counts  are  given. 
E  Bred  at  Walthamstow  Res.  (2). 

H  Stocker’s  Lake  (5),  a  maximum  of  140  on  Dec.  22nd. 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.  (4),  110  on  Aug.  14th,  115  on  Dec.  1st.  Tilehouse 
G.P.  (2).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  (3),  up  to 
150  during  August.  Regent’s  Park  (4),  64  on  Oct.  16th. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  252  on  June  23rd. 

S  Cobham  (6),  60+  on  Apr.  13th.  Richmond  Park  (1).  Thorpe  G.P.  106 
on  Nov.  5th. 
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84  Mute  Swan 

Breeding  records  and  larger  counts  are  given. 

E  Breeding  only  reported  at  Walthamstow  Res.,  (1  pair). 

H  Bred  at  Cassiobury  Park  (1  pair),  Frogmore  (2)  and  Stocker’s  Lake  (4). 
Helicon  G.P.,  up  to  28  during  January. 

M  Single  pairs  bred  at  Hampton  Court  Park,  Harefield  Moor,  Moorhall  and 
Longford  G.P.s  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens  and  St.  James’s 
Park  each  had  a  breeding  pair.  , 

K  Bred  at  Crossness  S.F.  (2)  and  Thamesmead  (1).  On  the  lower  Thames 
the  principal  concentrations  occurred  in  Bugsby’s  and  Woolwich  Reaches 
(maxima  of  213  in  May  and  53  in  January  respectively).  Total  counts 
between  the  Pool  of  London  and  Barking/Crossness  were  as  follows:  Jan — 
199;  Feb.— 147;  Mar.— 121 ;  Dec.— 120. 

S  Single  pairs  bred  at  Fetcham  Mill,  Ham  Moor  and  Richmond  Park,  and 
four  pairs  probably  nested  along  the  Wey  Navigation  Canal. 

85/86  Whooper /Bewick’s  Swan 

M  Inner  London:  13  flying  W  over  Hyde  Park  on  Oct.  31st  were  thought  by 
the  observer  to  be  Bewick’s  (dab). 

85  Whooper  Swan 

E  Epping,  two  on  Nov.  7th  (ebwps).  King  George  V  Res.,  one  seen  and 
others  heard  on  Nov.  5th  (prj). 

86  Bewick’s  Swan 

S  Bam  Elms  Res.,  two  on  Oct.  27th  (rbh,sk,pjs«)- 

91  Buzzard 

M  Trent  Park,  an  immature  with  jesses  on  Aug.  16th  was  captured  and  handed 
to  the  RSPB  for  rehabilitation  (rwr). 

K  Joyden’s  Wood,  two  on  Aug.  2nd  (jfw). 

S  Bookham  Common,  one  on  Mar.  28th  (jed). 

—  Buzzard  sp. 

S  Epsom  Common,  two  soaring  on  Mar.  7th  (rcd). 

92  Rough-legged  Buzzard 

M  West  Drayton,  one  on  Oct.  25th  (ajp). 

K  Joyden’s  Wood,  one  on  Oct.  24th  (chd  per  kos).  Sevenoaks,  one  on  Nov. 
10th  (jgh). 

93  Sparrowhawk 

Once  again  very  few  records  were  received  from  north  of  the  Thames,  but 
to  the  south,  in  Surrey,  at  least  three  pairs  were  present  in  the  breeding 
season.  This  slight  increase  over  recent  years  is  encouraging,  for  not  since 
1959  has  such  a  total  occurred. 

All  accepted  records  are  given  below,  but  those  for  Surrey  are  summarized 
and  breeding  localities  suppressed. 
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E  Epping  Forest,  one  on  Apr.  9th  (efg).  Sewardstone,  one  from  May  5th 
to  12th  (efg).  Ongar,  one  on  Sept.  14th  and  24th  (ebwps).  Woodford 
Green,  one  on  Oct.  23rd  (jc). 

H  Old  Parkbury,  a  male  on  Aug.  5th  (hnhs). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  a  female  on  Mar.  17th  (cdh). 

K  Park  Langley,  Beckenham,  a  male  on  Feb.  2nd  and  28th,  Mar.  17th  and 
June  21st  (cpc,rb-h).  Bromley  Common,  a  male  on  Mar.  13th  (rf). 
Brasted  Chart,  one  on  Apr.  17th  (khp).  Chipstead  G.P.,  Sevenoaks, 
one  on  Nov.  17th  (gbc). 

S  Three  pairs  bred  at  widely  scattered  localities,  and  possibly  another  pair 
was  present  near  one  of  these  sites  during  March  and  April.  Banstead 
Woods,  a  female  on  June  3rd  (mpi).  Bookham  Common,  one  on  Dec. 
21st  (jrm).  Brooklands,  a  female  on  Dec.  6th  (jgt).  Caterharn,  a  male 
on  July  9th  (ndh).  Dawcombe,  one  on  June  13th  (ckd,pod).  Epsom 
Common,  a  male  on  Apr.  9th  (jrm).  Walton  Heath,  singles  on  Mar. 
11th  and  Oct.  13th  (id,imcw). 

98  Honey  Buzzard 

H  Hatfield  Park,  one  on  June  1st  (jg).  This  comprises  the  third  record  in 
the  London  Area  this  century,  the  first  being  in  1954  and  the  second  in 
1959. 

100  Hen  Harrier 

E  Rainham,  single  females  on  Oct.  26th  (APr),  Nov.  3rd  (ebwps)  and  Nov. 
17th  (jmh);  a  male  on  Nov.  10th  (jmh). 

100/2  Harrier  sp. 

M  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  a  ‘ring  tail*  flying  W  at  0710  hrs. 
on  Nov.  6th  was  considered  by  the  observer  to  be  probably  a  Hen 
Harrier  (dab). 

103  Osprey 

E  West  Thurrock  Marshes,  one  on  Sept.  24th  (ebwps)  and  25th  (jmh). 

K  Littlebrook,  one  on  Sept.  19th  (aim).  Sevenoaks,  singles  on  Apr.  15th, 
June  1st,  Aug.  2nd  and  20th,  and  two  on  Aug.  28th  (jgh) 

104  Hobby 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  May  4th  (jf).  Fisher’s  Green,  one  on  May 
15th  (lvpg). 

H  Cheshunt,  one  on  May  15th  (gjw).  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  on  June  8th 
(dkc). 

M  Enfield,  one  on  May  5th  (recc).  Wraysbury  Res.,  singles  on  Sept.  9th  and 
12th  (cdh).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Sept.,  10th  (pn).  Staines  Res.,  one 
on  Sept.  13th  (mjr). 

B  Horton,  one  on  Aug.  28th  (cdh). 

K  Chipstead,  Sevenoaks,  one  on  May  4th  (djm),  Sevenoaks,  singles  on  June 
1st,  Aug.  2nd,  20th  and  24th  (jgh). 

S  A  pair  was  present  at  an  old  breeding  site  on  May  25th.  Although  heard  on 
May  31st  and  a  single  bird  was  present  during  second  half  of  July,  no 
evidence  of  breeding  was  obtained. 
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105  Peregrine 

K  Swanscombe  Marsh,  one  on  Oct.  26th  (baf). 

109  Lesser  Kestrel 

E  Rainham,  an  adult  male  from  July  31st  fo  A.ug.  3rd,  and  possibly  present 
for  a  further  week  (ret  et  al.). 

This  is  the  first  occurrence  of  this  southern  Palaearctic  falcon  in  the  London 
Area.  The  record  has  been  accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee 
as  the  18th  for  Britain  since  1867. 


110  Kestrel 

All  reports  of  breeding  pairs  are  summarized  in  the  following  table: 

Essex  Herts  MxjBucks  Inner  L.  Kent  Surrey  Total 
5  —  11  5  9  20  50 

—  —  4  7  4  7  22 

72 

Although  recent  breeding  records  from  Herts,  have  been  on  the  low  side, 
this  year’s  nil  return  is  thought  to  be  more  the  result  of  lack  of  interest 
by  observers  than  of  any  decrease  in  status.  There  seems  no  doubt  that  this 
species  is  maintaining  its  numbers  in  and  around  London,  for,  even  with 
the  unavoidable  inconsistency  of  recording,  the  total  number  of  pairs 
reported  as  breeding  or  probably  breeding  has  remained  remarkably 
steady  during  the  last  five  years  at  around  70.  The  total  population  is 
thought  to  be  at  least  twice  or  three  times  this  figure  (see  Lon.  Bird  Rep. 
32:82-5). 

High-density  breeding  was  again  reported  from  two  Royal  Parks  in  the 
south-west,  and  in  Essex  where  ACP  recorded  two  pairs  breeding  success¬ 
fully  only  a  hundred  feet  apart;  whilst  at  another  locality  the  distance 
w'as  a  mere 'twenty  feet,  but  one  pair  w?as  unsuccessful. 

All  Inner  London  breeding-season  records  are  given  below: 

Nine  Elms  Gasworks,  one  pair  bred  (pjs/z);  Imperial  Institute,  S. 
Kensington,  an  adult  feeding  a  juvenile  on  June  26th  (jhr);  Nat.  Hist. 
Mus.,  S.  Kensington,  up  to  three  seen  April-July  (rjc);  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gdns.,  one  pair  in  spring  (dab);  Lancaster  Gate,  a  probable 
family-party  on  Aug.  3rd  (dab);  Broad  Street  Goods  Yard,  one  pair 
March-May  (ch);  Law  Courts,  Strand,  one  pair  bred  (see  photograph  on 
front  cover  of  this  report);  Surrey  Docks,  one  pair  present  (rea,kc); 
Regent’s  Park,  one  pair,  possibly  two,  bred  (rcg,jpw);  Victoria  Sta.,  one 
pair  almost  certainly  bred  (dab);  additionally,  isolated  records  were 
received  from  a  further  six  sites. 

115  Red-legged  Partridge 

All  records  are  given.  No  reports  were  received  from  Essex. 

H  Northaw  Great  Wood,  tw’o  on  Apr.  22nd  and  May  11th  (bjw).  Brox- 
bourne,  at  least  one  heard  on  June  23rd  (jbg).  St.  Albans/Harpenden, 
two  on  Apr.  22nd  and  one  the  following  day  (rah).  Stanborough,  four  on 
Dec.  21st  (gcg).  Symondshyde,  two  on  Apr.  22nd  (ehw).  Cheshunt 
G.P.,  two  on  Mar.  2nd  (rap).  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  8th  (rfs). 


Proven  breeding 
Probable  breeding 
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M  Bushy  Park,  one  on  Jan.  1st  (kfb).  Wraysbury  Res.,  11  on  Dec.  15th 
(am//). 

B  Datchet  Res.,  one  on  July  20th,  three  on  July  27th  and  four  on  Oct.  13th 
(agd,pn). 

K  Littlebrook  and  Dartford  Marsh,  two  on  Jan.  6th  and  singles  on  May  5th 
and  Dec.  22nd  were  the  only  records  for  the  year;  numbers  at  this  site  have 
decreased  in  last  five  years  (drg).  Crossness  S.F.,  singles  on  Feb.  3rd 
and  Mar.  31st  (jfw).  Erith  Marsh,  one  on  Mar.  7th  (pjs/z)-  Swanscombe 
Marsh,  two  on  May  17th  (lfw). 

S  Chessington  Park  Farm,  two  pairs  May- August  (arl, jet).  Inner  London: 
Surrey  Docks,  up  to  four  January-March,  one  pair  bred  successfully, 
and  up  to  five  seen  September-December  (rea,kc). 

116  Partridge 

Comparison  with  records  of  recent  years  suggests  a  continuing  decline, 
but  clearly  the  reports  received  do  not  reflect  the  true  distribution  of 
the  species  in  our  area. 

Breeding-season  localities  (one  pair,  unless  otherwise  stated)  and  coveys 
of  over  five  are  given.  No  reports  were  sent  in  for  Essex. 

H  Northaw,  St.  Albans,  Harpenden. 

M  Trent  Park.  Bushey  Park,  19  on  Jan.  20th  (kb)  Osterley  Park,  29  on 
Oct.  6th  (agd).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  seven  on  Sept.  10th  (agd).  Bayhurst 
Wood,  six  on  Oct.  5th  and  13th  (je). 

B  Denham  Court. 

K  Littlebrook/Stone  Marshes,  six  to  eight  throughout  year  (drg).  Dartford 
Marsh,  two  pairs,  and  a  covey  of  27  in  November  (sjg).  Erith  Marsh, 
three  pairs  seen  with  young  (jfw).  Plumstead  Marsh.  Swanscombe, 
five  on  Nov.  5th  (ap/*). 

S  Chessington  Park  Farm,  two  pairs.  Surbiton  district,  four  pairs.  South 
Merstham,  six  on  Sept.  29th  (jwm).  Richmond  Park,  six  on  Nov.  2nd 
(rdh). 

115/116  Partridge  sp. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  flew  S  early  morning  May  1st  (jpw). 
■  117  Quail 

E  Epping,  one  heard  calling  June  8th  and  an  adult  seen  with  7-9  young  on 
July  11th  (ebwps).  Rainham,  one  on  Sept.  1st  (jts). 

S  Thorpe,  one  heard  calling  at  dusk  June  30th  (hmb). 

118  Pheasant 

In  some  areas  this  species  is  relatively  well  distributed.  Hand-reared 
birds  are  also  released  for  shooting  purposes.  No  changes  in  status  were 
reported,  except  from  Richmond  Park  where  numbers  have  decreased 
(rdh). 

120  Water  Rail 

All  sites  of  winter  occurrence  are  given  (singles  unless  stated  otherwise), 
together  with  any  records  of  probable  breeding. 

E  Thorndon  Park,  one  on  single  dates  in  November  and  December  (rl). 
Sewardstone,  one  or  two  at  both  ends  of  year  (efg). 
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H  Cassiobury  Park,  two  January-March.  Cheshunt  G.P.,  singles  Jan.  13th, 
May  25th,  Nov.  17th,  two  on  Dec.  15th.  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  singles  in 
January  and  November.  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  up  to  three  November-Decem- 
ber.  Rye  Marsh  S.F.,  up  to  three  at  both  ends  of  year.  Springwell  Water¬ 
cress  Beds.  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  on  Mar.  31st  and  three  on  Dec.  6th.  West 
Hyde  G.P.,  two  on  Jan.  13th. 

M  Hampstead  Heath  Ponds,  up  to  four  January-March.  Ponder’s  End  S.F., 
Brent  Res.,  Canons  Park,  Darlands  Lake,  Ruislip  Lido  and  Trent  Park. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  Crossness-  S.F.,  Erith  Marsh,  Foots  Cray  Meadow, 
Kelsey  Park.  Swanscombe  Marsh,  up  to  four.  Crayfordness,  up  to  three. 
Ruxley,  up  to  three,  including  one  in  April. 

S  Richmond  Park,  present  all  year  and  possibly  bred  (rdh,bam).  Godstone 
Pond,  two  calling  on  Apr.  7th  (kco).  Beddington  S.F.,  Barn  Elms  Res., 
Hersham  S.F.,  Hogsmill  S.F.,  Lonsdale  Road  Res.,  Reigate  Priory. 

126  Moorhen 

Inner  London  records  are  given,  together  with  gatherings  elsewhere  of 
over  50. 

M  Moorhall  Road,  52  in  one  field  on  Jan.  1st  (pn).  Inner  London:  Hyde 
Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  at  least  two  pairs  bred  (dab).  Regent’s 
Park,  nine  pairs  recorded  in  breeding  season  (jpw).  St.  James’s  Park, 
bred  (ehg). 

K  Swanscombe  Marsh,  83  flying  into  roost  on  Jan.  1st  (lfw). 

S  Hersham  S.F.,  90  on  Jan.  30tn  (id)  and  between  50  and  100  on  Oct.  13th 
(dp).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  pair  bred;  up  to  23  early-year 
and  16  on  Nov.  16th  (rea,kc). 

127  Coot 

The  highest  counts  reported  were  in  the  autumn  and  early  winter 
at  Walthamstow  Res.  (E),  where  the  peak  was  950  on  Aug.  18th  (rl), 
and  Barn  Elpis  Res.,  (S)  where  the  largest  number  was  500  on  Nov.  28th 
(pjs«). 

Some  Inner  London  Breeding  records  are  given  below. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gdns.,  eight  pairs  (dab);  Regent’s  Park,  19  pairs 
(jpw);  St.  James’s  Park,  seven  broods  (ehg). 

131  Oystercatcher 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  on  May  18th  (pjv).  Hainault  Lake,  one  on  May  4th 
(mkd).  Purfleet,  two  on  May  5th  and  one  on  May  16th.  Rainham, 
one  on  Mar.  10th  (kn),  a  pair  on  Apr.  1st  (kb),  two  on  Apr.  7th  and  May 
5th  (kn),  one  on  May  28th. 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  1st  (ehw).  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  three 
on  Apr.  3rd  (lvpg). 

M  Broom  Road  Recreation  Ground,  three  flying  S  on  Aug.  15th  (mjw). 
Queen  Mary  Res.,  six  on  Mar.  24th  (am«).  Staines  Moor,  four  on  July 
21st  (fm).  Staines  Res.,  two  on  Aug.  13th  (wmc). 

K  River  Thames:  Crossness,  two  on  Apr.  28th  (jfw);  Dartford  Marsh, 
three  on  May  7th  and  one  on  Oct.  29th  (drg);  Littlebrook,  one  on  May 
2nd  (drg);  Rainham,  one  on  May  28th  (jgh,jh,pfh,jm,js).  Swanscombe, 
two  on  May  6th  and  May  11th,  and  five  on  May  17th  (lfw). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  on  playing  fields  on  Aug.  11th  (rbh). 
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133  Lapwing 

The  largest  winter  flocks  reported  were  of  1,400  at  Dartford  Marsh  (k) 
on  Feb.  16th,  and  1,000+  at  Staines  Moor  (m)  on  Nov.  24th  when  what 
was  possibly  the  same  flock  was  reported  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  No  large 
hard  weather  movements  were  observed  at  either  end  of  the  year.  The 
usual  mid-summer  migration  was  noted  from  June  14th. 

In  Inner  London  a  pair  held  territory  during  March  and  April  and  although 
their  behaviour  strongly  suggested  breeding  no  nest  was  found. 

134  Ringed  Plover 

The  only  winter  records  away  from  the  Thames  were  of  two  at  Datchet 
Res.,  (B)  on  Feb.  24th. 

Spring  passage  numbers  were  low,  four  at  Northfleet  (M  &  B  Dredging) 
(K)  on  Apr.  18th  being  the  maximum  count  recorded. 

Summer  records  (June/July)  of  non-breeding  birds  at  inland  sites  came 
from  Datchet  Res.,  (B)  three  on  June.  23rd  (cdh).  Beddington  S.F.  (S) 
one  June  28th  (jd).  One  was  also  observed  flying  over  the  Surrey  Docks 
on  June  19th.  The  only  positive  breeding  record  was  from  Crossness  (K) 
where  a  pair  raised  three  young  successfully;  other  reports  came  from 
Northfleet  where  three  pairs  summered  and  probably  bred  (lfw)  and 
Belvedere  (K),  bird  incubating  (pjs).  Autumn  passage  was  widely  reported 
from  inland  localities  during  August  and  September;  the  highest  count 
being  50  at  Banbury  Res.,  Walthamstow,  on  Aug.  26th.  Passage  at  Perry 
Oaks  S.F.  and  Staines  Res.,  lasted  from  Aug.  9th  to  Oct.  13th,  with  a 
peak  of  24  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  on  Sept.  13th  (pn).  Up  to  eleven  were  seen 
at  six  other  inland  sites  during  the  same  period. 

Observations  on  the  Thames  are  summarized  in  the  following  table  which 
shows  peak  monthly  counts  for  each  section  of  the  river. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sept  Oct  Nov  Dec 


Crossness  —  —  2  1  —  1  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Rainham  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  55  150  —  —  — 

Erith  —  —  —  —  3  1  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Dartford  ______  9  105  14  11  33 

Purfleet  70  _____  30  21  50  _  —  150 

Swanscombe  63  5  —  4  7  —  12  34  35  15  50  — 


The  high  numbers  recorded  at  Rainham,  Dartford  and  Purfleet  from  July 
to  September  clearly  denote  a  passage  of  migrants  during  this  period. 
The  wintering  population  showed  a  preference  for  the  Purfleet-Swans- 
combe  section  of  the  river  using  the  ash  ponds  at  West  Thurrock  Power 
Station  as  a  high-tide  roost. 

135  Little  Ringed  Plover 

All  breeding  records  and  larger  counts  of  migrants  are  given. 

E  Five  pairs  bred  successfully  at  four  sites.  Peak  counts  of  autumn  migrants 
were  of  15  between  Aug.  1st  and  4th  (kco),  and  25  in  September  (rl)  at 
Rainham  Marsh. 

H  One  pair  bred  successfully  at  each  of  three  sites  and  unsuccessfully  at  another 
site.  Three  pairs  were  present  at  two  other  sites. 

M  Seven  pairs  present  at  five  sites  of  which  two  pairs  are  known  to  have  bred 
successfully, 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  15+  migrants  present  on  June  23rd  (fm). 
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K  Two  pairs  bred  at  one'site,  and  two  pairs  probably  did  so  at  another.  Three 
pairs  were  displaying  at  a  third  site  but  there  was  no  further  evidence  of 
breeding. 

S  One  pair  bred  but  the  nest  containing  three  eggs  was  destroyed.  Inner 
London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  pair  bred  successfully  and  another  pair  seen 
displaying  (rea,kac). 

136  Kentish  Plover 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  between  Sept.  2nd  and  11th  (ebwps). 

This  is  the  tenth  record  this  century  of  this  relatively  rare  species  in  the 
London  Area. 

139  Grey  Plover 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  Sept.  31st  and  Nov.  17th  (reh). 

M  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  on  May  13th  and  14th  (cdh). 

K  Swanscombe,  one  present  on  foreshore  from  Jan.  1st  to  13th  (lfw). 

140  Golden  Plover 

H  Stanborough,  c.  30  on  Mar.  10th  (gcg).  Symondshyde,  200+  on  Dec. 
15th  (hnhs). 

M  Staines  Moor,  c.  110  on  Jan.  3rd  (gc),  otherwise  maximum  of  50-60  in  the 
first  three  months  of  the  year;  last  record  there  on  Apr.  2nd.  At  the  same 
locality  20  were  recorded  on  Oct.  20th,  and  the  highest  count  for  the 
remainder  of  the  year  was  40  on  Oct.  30th  (lfr). 

B  Horton  G.P.,  80+  flying  SW  on  Dec;  31st.  Wraysbury  G.P.,  106  on  Feb. 
24th  and  30  on  Dec.  30th  (cdh). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  five  on  Oct.  13th  (baf)  and  one  on  Oct.  15th  (sjg).  Swans¬ 
combe,  one  on  Aug.  24th  (lfw). 

S  Wallington,  c.  15  flying  ENE  on  Mar.  24th  (kdgm). 

\ 

143  Turnstone 

E  Banbury  Res.,  two  on  Aug.  20th  (pjv).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  May  5th 
(kn). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  May  4th  and  5th  (rnh,ehw). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  four  on  Sept.  9th  (whd).  Staines  Res.,  two  on  Apr.  21st 
(lfr,mjr),  one  on  May  11th  (pn)  and  13th  (cdh). 

K  Swanscombe,  Broadness,  two  on  May  17th  and  three  on  18th  (lfw). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  two  on  July  26th  (jd). 

145  Snipe 

Breeding  records,  peak  winter  counts  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Epping  S.F.,  30  present  from  January  to  March  and  20  from  October  to 
December.  Rainham  Marsh,  100+  on  Jan.  13th  (kn). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  maximum  of  25  on  Jan.  4th  (gjw).  Rye  Meads, 
200  between  Dec.  1st  and  7th  (lvpg). 

M  Springwell  Lake,  one  or  two  pairs  breeding  (dkc).  Harefield  Moor  G.P., 
20+  on  Dec.  22nd  (jc,je).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  four  on  Apr.  8th 
and  one  on  Oct.  28th  (dab). 

B  Horton  G.P.,  40  on  Dec.  21st  (cdh).  Old  Rectory,  Higher  Denham,  30  on 
Feb.  20th  (je). 
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K  Crossness  S.F.,  one  pair  probably  bred  (jfw).  Dartford  Marsh,  maximum 
of  100+  on  Nov.  17th  and  Dec.  1st  (drg).  Plumstead-Erith  Marshes, 
100+  on  Feb.  16th  (jfw).  Swanscombe  Marsh,  maxima  of  101  on  Feb. 
23rd  and  87  on  Dec.  31st  (lfw). 

S  Hersham  S.F.,  maximum  of  30  on  Nov.  10th  (dp).  Hogsmill  S.F.,  maxi¬ 
mum  of  31  on  Feb.  20th  (jg).  Stoke  D’Abernon,  30  on  flooded  meadows 
on  Mar.  24th  (dp).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  singles  on  Mar.  30th, 
Apr.  1st  and  on  six  dates  from  Sept.  30th  to  Dec.  15th  (rea,kac). 


147  Jack  Snipe 

E  Nazeing,  one  on  Apr.  29th  (lvpg).  Purfleet  and  Rainham  Marsh,  singles 
on  Mar.  10th  (kn).  Sewardstone,  one  between  Apr.  4th  and  17th  (efg). 
Thorndon  Park,  one  on  Mar.  3rd  (ebwps). 

H  Fishers  Green,  one  on  Mar.  17th  and  Apr.  1st  (gjw).  Rye  Meads,  one  to 
three  during  January  and  December  (lvpg). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  20th,  two  on  Oct.  24th  and  singles  on  Nov.  17th 
and  23rd  (lab).  Ponders  End  S.F.,  one  on  Apr.  20th  (prh). 

B  Horton  G.P.,  four  on  Dec.  21st  and  31st.  Wraysbury  G.P.,  three  on  Jan. 

1st  and  singles  on  Dec.  18th  and  21st  (cdh). 

K  Crossness  S.F.,  two  on  various  dates  from  January  to  Apr.  13th  (jfw). 
Dartford  Marsh,  two  in  January,  11+  on  Nov.  17th  and  four  on  Dec. 
28th  (drg).  North  Cray,  one  on  Oct.  13th  (gbc).  Swanscombe  Marsh, 
two  on  Feb.  10th  and  23rd,  five  on  Mar.  3rd  and  one  on  Oct.  19th  (lfw). 
S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  16th.  Beddington  S.F.  one  on  Oct.  13th  (jd) 
and  two  during  -November  and  December.  Ham  Moor,  one  on  Mar.  28th 
(rdh).  Hersham  S.F.,  singles  on  Feb.  10th  and  Dec.  8th  (dp).  Hogsmill 
S.F.,  one  on  Jan.  18th,  six  on  Feb.  20th  and  five  on  Mar.  16th  (jg,wri,sbws). 
Richmond  Park,  one  from  February  to  April  (rh).  Inner  London:  Surrey 
Docks,  one  on  Oct.  18th  and  singles  on  Dec.  13th,  15th  and  17th  (rea,kac). 


148  Woodcock 

Winter  records  included  five  in  Bushy  Park  (M)  and  three  in  Richmond 
Park  (S)  and  singles  at  other  sites  in  (M)  (K)  and  (S).  Sightings  away  from 
usual  areas  were  singles  at  Hampstead  Heath  (M)  on  Mar.  30th  (kes). 
Regent’s  Park  (M)  on  Mar.  29th  (jpw)  and  Surrey  Docks  (S)  on  Mar.  27th 
(kac).  A  female  was  found  dead  in  Gresse  Street  (M)  ( per  ehw).  All 
breeding  season  records  are  given. 

E  Epping  Forest,  one  roding  in  April  and  May  (km).  Ongar,  one  roding 
in  June  (ebwps).  Thorndon  Park,  one  roding  in  breeding  season  (ebwps). 

H  Broxbourne,  one  on  June  23rd  and  a  pair  roding  on  July  20th  (jbg).  North- 
haw  Great  Wood,  seen  in  May  and  June  (bjw,ehw,lkw). 

S  Arbrook  Common,  one  flushed  on  May  31st  (wri).  Bookham  Common, 
one  pair  nested  but  eggs  broken  (jrm).  Epsom  Common,  one  roding 
May  19th,  nest  found  on  May  25th  (cja  per  dp),  Esher  Common,  two 
roding  on  Mar.  26th  (wri)  and  Apr.  1st  and  29th  (crac).  West 
End  Common,  one  roding  on  May  29th  (crac).  Fairmile  Common,  one 
roding  on  June  14th  (wri).  Headley  Heatli,  c.  four  pairs  present  May 
to  July  (kdgm,im,rcp).  Limpsfield  Chart,  singles  roding  in  May  and 
June  (mo).  Princes  Covert,  Oxshott,  two  roding  on  Mar.  29th  (wri). 
Walton  Heath,  two  pairs  present  from  May  to  July  (im). 
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150  Curlew 

The  absence  of  the  wintering  flock  previously  present  during  the  1972/73 
winter  along  the  Purfleet/Swanscombe  section  of  the  River  Thames  was 
again  evident.  Six  at  Swanscombe  on  Jan.  1st  (lfw),  and  four  at  Purfleet 
Jan.  13th  (kn)  were  the  only  records  of  birds  probably  wintering  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year.  Numbers  were  low  again  at  the  end  of  the  year; 
three  at  Swanscombe  throughout  November  (lfw)  was  the  only  record 
other  than  odd  sightings.  One  feeding  on  the  foreshore  at  Woolwich  on 
Jun.  20th  (jfw)  was  the  only  other  Thames  record  apart  from  spring  and 
autumn  passage. 

Compared  with  previous  years,  autumn-passage  numbers  were  v/ell  down 
especially  during  August;  one  Inner  London  sighting  of  four  birds  flying 
W  over  Regent’s  Park  on  Aug.  16th  (rcg)  was  the  highest  number 

recorded. 

Sightings  away  from  the  Thames,  involving  birds  which  did  not  stay  for 
more  than  one  day  (most  were  observed  flying  over)  are  summarized  below : 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sept  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Sightings  1  —  2  6  —  2  4  5  —  —  —  1 

Total  Birds  1—  2  7  —  2  7  8  —  —  —  1 


151  Whimbrel 

E  Nazeing,  one  on  May  5th  (gw).  Purfleet,  one  on  May  5th  (kn).  Thurrock 
Marsh,  two  on  July  25th  (APr)  and  one  on  Aug.  11th  (kn).  Walthamstow 
Res.,  two  on  May  11th  (jf). 

H  Fishers  Green,  one  on  May  5th  (gjw). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  24th  (hrg). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  flying  SW  on  Sept.  12th  (cdh). 

K  Crossness  Outfall,  one  on  May  13th  remained  until  the  17th  (jfw).  Dart- 
ford  Marsh,  one  on  May  18th  (drg)  and  one  on  July  27th  (sjg).  Little- 
brook,  one  on  May  5th  (drg).  Northfleet  Hope,  two  on  May  8th  (lfw). 
Swanscombe  Marsh,  four  flying  E  on  May  3rd  and  4th  (paw)  and  five  on 
May  6th  (ad). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  five  on  May  3rd  (jd).  Dulwich,  one  heard  flying  over  on 
Sept.  1st  (jka). 

154  Black-tailed  Godwit 

E  Purfleet,  one  flew  from  Rainham  on  Aug.  11th  (ebwps).  Rainham  Marsh, 
three  or  four  on  July  21st  (psa),  two  on  July  23rd  (APr),  one  to  two  between 
Aug.  4th  and  11th  (kn)  and  singles  on  Aug.  25th  (rl)  and  Sept.  3rd  (ebwps, 
rl). 

M  Horton  G.P.,  one  flying  NE  on  Apr.  2nd  (cdh). 

K  Crossness  S.F.,  two  present  from  Mar.  30th  to  Apr.  2nd  (pjg,jfw). 

155  Bar-tailed  Godwit 

E  Purfleet,  one  on  May  5th  (kn).  Rainham  Marsh,  13  on  Apr.  28th  (kn) 
and  two  on  May  5th  (kn). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  20th  (pn),  one  on  Apr.  22nd  (gde)  and  13  on  a 
day  during  the  last  week  of  April  (lfr).  Inner  London:  Kensington 
Gardens,  c.  40  flying  NE  at  0715  hrs.  on  Apr.  23rd  (dab). 

K  Crossness  Outfall,  one  on  May  3rd  (jfw).  River  Thames :  Dartford  Marsh, 
one  on  Apr.  27th  (sjg)  and  ten  feeding  on  foreshore  on  May  2nd  (drg). 
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156  Green  Sandpiper 

All  winter  records  are  summarized  and  the  larger  counts  at  times  of  passage 
and  an  Inner  London  record  are  given. 

E  One  at  Sewardstone  and  two  at  Walthamstow  Res.,  and  Barking  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year;  one  to  four  in  both  winters  at  Wm.  Girling  Res. 
Maxima  in  autumn  of  seven  at  the  latter  locality  on  Aug.  25th  and  13 
at  Rainham  Marsh  in  Aug.  and  Sept. 

H  Singles  in  winter  at  Pynesfield  G.P.,  Rickmansworth,  and  Stockers  Lake 
and  two  at  Maple  Cross  S.F.  Five  at  Old  Parkbury  in  autumn. 

M  Up  to  two  at  Kempton  Park  Res.  in  Dec.  No  more  than  three 
at  any  locality  in  autumn. 

B  Singles  in  both  winters  at  Datchet  Res.  and  three  at  Horton  in  December. 

K  In  winter  up  to  four  at  Dartford  and  Littlebrook  Marshes  and  singles  at 
five  other  localities.  Up  to  four  on  the  Thames-side  marshes  in  autumn. 

S  One  or  two  in  winter  at  Beddington  S.F.,  and  Island  Barn  and  Walton 
Res.  Up  to  eight  at  Beddington  S.F.  in  autumn.  Inner  London:  one  at 
Surrey  Docks  on  Aug.  6th. 

157  Wood  Sandpiper 

E  Rainham,  one  on  July  7th  (ebwps).  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  Sept.  14th 
(gcg)  and  Sept.  15th  (jmh).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  3rd  (rg). 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  singles  on  May  17th  (dkc)  and  Sept.  4th  (mcrg).  Spring- 
well  and  Maple  Cross,  one  on  May  17th  (mcrg). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  singles  on  Aug.  19th  (cdh)  and  Aug.  29th  (pn,caw). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  May  12th  (mdk). 

158  Solitary  Sandpiper 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  from  Sept.  1st  to  6th  (kco,jts). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  this  is  the  second  record 
of  this  American  Sandpiper  in  the  London  Area,  the  first  being  in  1967. 

159  Common  Sandpiper 

All  winter  and  Inner  London  records  are  summarized  and  the  larger  spring 
and  autumn  gatherings  are  given. 

E  One  to  two  from  Jan.  to  Mar.  at  Girling  Res.,  and  one  in  Jan.  at  Rainham 
Marsh.  Up  to  35  in  the  Lea  Valley  reservoirs  in  autumn  and  30-40  at  Rain¬ 
ham  Marsh  in  July. 

H  Singles  at  Pynesfield  and  West  Hyde  G.P.s  in  Jan.  and  at  Maple  Cross 
S.F.  in  Nov.  11+  at  the  latter  site  on  Aug.  8th. 

M  Singles  at  both  ends  of  the  year  at  Staines  and  Wraysbury  Res.,  and  at 
Queen  Mary  Res.,  in  Nov.  and  Dec.  Peak  autumn  counts  were  32  at 
Perry  Oaks  S.F.  on  Aug.  17th  and  c.  20  on  Aug.  18th  and  21st  at  Queen 
Mary  Res.  Inner  London:  records  of  singles  came  from  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens  (three  in  May  and  two  in  July),  Regent’s  Park  (two  in 
Aug.)  and  the  River  Thames  at  Lambeth  Bridge  (one  in  Apr.). 

K  Recorded  in  both  winters  from  Dartford,  Littlebrook  and  Swanscombe 
Marshes;  up  to  ten  at  the  latter  locality  in  spring.  Autumn  peaks  were 
19  on  Aug.  1st  at  Dartford  Marsh  and  20  op  Aug.  24th  at  Swanscombe 
Marsh. 

S  Singles  recorded  in  both  winters  at  Walton  Res.  13  on  Aug.  16th  at 
Barn  Elms  Res.  was  the  largest  count  for  the  sector.  Inner  London:  one 
at  Surrey  Docks  on  Aug.  6th. 
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161  Redshank 

Records  of  possible  or  proved  breeding  and  summer  records  are  shown 
under  counties  below : 

« 

E  Waltham  Abbey,  one  pair  present  during  May,  but  did  not  breed  (tl). 

H  Cheshunt  Pits,  one  pair  on  June  6th — breeding  not  proved  (hnhs). 

M  Staines  Moor,  one  pair  displaying  May  18th  (gcg). 

K  Crossness  S.F.,  five  pairs  during  first  week  in  June.  One  pair  with  two 
young,  two  other  pairs  probably  had  young  with  them  (jfw,pjs«).  Little- 
brook,  pair  with  one  young  June  8th.  Dartford  Marsh,  two  pairs  bred 
successfully  (drg).  Swanscombe,  three  pairs  in  area  during  breeding 
season  (lfw). 

S  Stoke  d’Abernon,  one  pair  displaying  May  12th  to  16th  (dkjw,jjb,rcp). 

The  decline  in  the  number  of  birds  wintering  along  the  River  Thames 
at  the  latter  end  of  1973  improved  during  January  with  an  estimated  900 
present  between  Crossness  and  Swanscombe,  but  at  the  end  of  the  year 
totals  were  somewhat  lower.  Although  no  records  were  received  from  the 
Woolwich/Barking  stretch  of  the  river  the  high  tide  roost  established  in  the 
Surrey  Docks  during  December  1973  was  present  with  over  40  birds  on 
several  dates  during  January  (maximum  49  on  5th)  and  up  to  24  on  various 
dates  in  February.  Recorded  again  from  late  November  with  a  peak  of 
eight  on  December  23rd.  Further  up  river  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  up  to  15  were 
seen  on  various  dates  during  the  first  two  months  of  the  year  and  one  in 
November  (psaa,wjd,pjs«,fm,rbh). 


Counts  on  the  Lower  Thames  are  summarized  in  the  table  below  which 
shows  peak  monthly  counts  for  each  site  where  more  than  ten  were  recorded. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr  May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Crossness 

25 

6 

7 

4 

4 

10 

Erith 

18 

3 

Dartford 

25 

47 

30 

12 

7 

5 

2 

2 

8 

60 

100 

100 

Purfleet 

800 

— 

200 

260 

120 

Swanscombe 

31 

80 

83 

57 

16 

6 

6 

2 

8 

90 

120 

160 

Away  from 'the  Thames  the  highest  count  was  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  (m) 
where  up  to  20  were  present  during  January  and  February.  The  following 
table  includes  all  records  except  those  for  the  Thames  and  summer  records 
from  breeding  sites : 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Sightings  836  17  36821  1  35 

Total  Birds  41  33  17  44  3  8  9  3  4  3  5  40 

162  Spotted  Redshank 

E  Banbury  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  7th  (jf),  two  from  Aug.  14th  to  20th  (pjv),  and 
two  on  Aug.  30th  (jf).  King  George  V  Res.,  one  from  May  8th  to  17th 
(jf).  Purfleet,  one  present  in  January  and  singles  on  Apr.  7th  and  10th 
(ebwps,kn). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  three  on  Aug.  31st  (gcg,pn),  five  on  Sept.  3rd  (pn), 
one  on  Sept.  8th  (am),  four  on  Sept.  9th  (whd)  and  singles  on  Sept.  10th 
(agd)  and  14th  (whd).  Staines,  one  on  Aug.  29th  (mjr,pn)  and  two  on 
Sept.  3rd  (pn).  Wraysbury,  three  on  June  21st  (cdh). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  19th  (cdh). 

K  Erith  Marsh,  one  on  June  22nd  (jfw).  Littlebrook  Marsh,  one  on  Sept. 
19th  (drg).  Swanscombe  Marsh,  singles  on  Jan.  1st  and  13th  (lfw). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  8th  (rbh).  Beddington  S.F.,  one  adult  from 
Aug.  16th  to  18th  (pc)  and  one  on  Oct.  13th  (jkcg). 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1974 


33 


165  Greenshank 

E  Banbury  Res.,  autumn  passage  from  Aug.  6th  to  Sept.  4th,  maximum  of 
17  on  Aug.  26th  (jf).  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  21st  (mo).  King  George 
V  Res.,  three  on  May  18th.  Rainham  Marsh,  four  to  five  between  July 
25th  and  27th  (ap)  and  six  or  seven  on  Sept.  3rd  (ebwps,rl).  Walthamstow 
Res.,  singles  on  Apr.  27th,  May  11th  and  July  27th  (mo). 

H  Fishers  Green,  singles  on  May  6th  and  8th  (cjw).  Rickmansworth,  one 
flying  S  on  Nov.  27th  (rdnhs).  Stockers  Lake,  one  flying  SSW  on  Feb. 
24th  (rp  per  ps,pjs).  Tolpits  Lake,  one  flying  S  on  July  10th  (rnhs). 
West  Hyde  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  1st  (dkc). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  June  2nd  (lab)  was  the  only  spring  record  for  this 
sector.  At  Staines  Res.,  autumn  passage  from  Aug.  11th  to  Oct.  3rd  with 
a  maximum  of  11  on  Aug.  21st  (mo).  Up  to  four  at  four  other  localities 
during  August. 

B  Datchet  Res.,  one  on  July  20th  (pn).  Horton  G.P.,  one  on  Sept.  12th 
(cdh). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Apr.  27th  (sjg).  Erith-Crayfordness,  two  on 
Sept.  22nd  (gbc).  Northfleet,  singles  on  Apr.  26th  and  30th  (lfw).  Swans- 
combe,  one  on  Aug.  24th,  three  on  Aug.  27th  and  Sept.  20th  and  one  on 
Sept.  21st  (lfw). 

S  Epsom  Common  Stew  Ponds,  one  on  May  28th  (sg).  Beddington  S.F. 
autumn  passage  from  Aug.  8th  to  Sept.  8th,  maximum  four  on  Aug.  16th 
and  two  on  Oct.  21st  (mo).  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  on  Aug.  22nd  (rbh). 
Walton  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  11th  (rdh). 

169  Knot 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Sept.  7th  (ebwps,pjs).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one 
on  Aug.  31st  (jf). 

K  River  Thames:  Swanscombe  Marsh,  one  on  Dec.  14th  (sjg). 

170  Purple  Sandpiper 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  16th  (sjm).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Dec, 
18th  (wmc). 

171  Little  Stint 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  to  eight  from  Sept.  2nd  to  17th  (ebwps,gcg)  and  one 
on  Aug.  19th  (ebwps).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  16th  (efg). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  two  on  Aug.  28th.  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  up  to  seven 
between  Aug.  10th  and  Sept.  14th  and  one  on  Oct.  13th  (mo). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Dec.  8th  (khp).  Swanscombe  Marsh,  one  on 
July  14th  (lfw).  Sevenoaks,  one  on  May  22nd  (jgh). 

S  Beddington  S.F.  one  from  Aug.  20th  to  22nd;  two  from  Aug.  23rd  to  27th 
and  one  on  Oct.  3rd  (jd). 

173  Temminck’s  Stint 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  up  to  two  from  Aug.  10th  to  Sept.  10th  (kb,bb,kn,pjs). 

178  Dunlin 

a 

On  the  River  Thames  numbers  were  again  at  a  high  level,  the  following 
table  showing  peak  monthly  counts  from  each  site.  Counts  made  of 
birds  roosting  on  the  ash  ponds  at  Thurrock  power  station  are  shown 
under  Purfleet. 
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V- 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Blackwall  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  550 

Woolwich  1,000  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Crossness  2,100  7501,000  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Rainham  —  —  500  —  4  —  —  —  25  —  —  950 

Erith  40  30  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Dartford  1,000  232  230  —  —  —  4  —  —  93  250  700 

Purfleet  3,000  —1,500  —  500  —  —  —  —  500  900  5,000 


Swanscombe  2,000  300  200  —  125  —  2  —  —  350  250  200 

The .  exceptionally  high  numbers  in  May  at  Purfleet  and  Swanscombe 
were  recorded  on  the  2nd  and  6th  respectively  and  coincide  with  a  late 
passage  of  Dunlin  further  down  river,  where  2,000  were  estimated  at 
Cliffe  Pools  (outside  the  LNHS.  area)  on  May  4th  (kos). 

The  remarkable  up-river  shift  of  birds  in  1973  appeared  to  be  halted  with 
no  records  of  flocks  feeding  further  up  stream  than  Blackwall  Reach 
although  40  flew  over  Surrey  Docks  on  Nov.  16th.  The  range  now  covered 
by  Dunlin  during  winter  months  makes  an  accurate  count  of  the  total 
population  very  difficult,  but  numbers  recorded  at  the  two  principal  roosts 
at  Thurrock  and  Crossness  give  the  impression  that  numbers  at  both  ends 
of  the  year  exceeded  10,000.  Away  from  the  Thames  the  highest  number 
recorded  was  112  at  Datchet  Res.  (b)  on  Dec.  21st  (cdh).  All  records  for 
sites  away  from  the  Thames  are  summarized  in  the  following  table. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Sightings  7  5  9  8  1  —  —  16  9  5  33 

Total  Birds  138  122  108  65  2  —  —  127  60  42  69  161 

Compared  with  similar  data  for  1973  the  figures  show  a  peak  autumn- 
migration  passage  towards  the  end  of  August  rather  than  September, 
while  winter  records  at  both  ends  of  the  year  were  similar  to  the  high 
numbers  recorded  at  the  end  of  1973. 


180  Semi-palmated  Sandpiper 

E  Barking,  one  on  May  4th  (kb). 

Accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  this  is  the  second  record 
of  this  American  species  in  the  London  Area,  the  first  being  in  1967. 

181  Sanderling 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Sept.  7th  (rl,pjs). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  two  on  May  8th  (rnh). 

M  Staines  Res.,  two  on  May  29th  (wmcc).  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  from  May 
12th  to  14th  (cdh). 


184  Ruff 

The  drop  in  the  number  wintering  on  the  Lower  Thames,  evident  at  the 
end  of  1973,  continued  into  1974  and  was  again  apparent  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  Autumn  passage  was  noted  at  Rainham  from  late  August  with  a 
peak  of  50  on  Sept.  7th  (rl).  Combined  peak  monthly  site  counts  for 
the  stretch  of  river  between  Barking  and  Swanscombe  made  in  1973  and 
1974  are  summarized  in  the  following  table: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

117  150  39  5  —  —  2  10  13  16  18  63 

17  2  —  1  —  —  —  26  52  6  —  8 


1973 

1974 
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Records  away  from  the  Thames  are  shown  under  counties  below. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  present  from  Aug.  10th  until  the  31st  with  a  peak  of 
six  on  the  18th  (jf). 

H  Rye  Meads,  two  Aug.  15th  (lvpg).  Stanstead  G.P.,  two  Sep.  6th  and 
six  on  the  8th  (lvpg). 

M  Present  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  in  the  Staines  Moor/Res.  area  with 
a  maximum  of  six  on  Jan.  14th  (gc)  and  Mar.  22nd  (gde).  Only  recorded 
at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  from  Aug.  10th  until  Oct.  13th  with  a  peak  of  18  on 
Sept.  9th  (whd). 

B  Horton  G.P.,  two  Apr.  2nd,  ten  Dec.  31st  (cdh).  Wraysbury,  G.P.,  four 
Dec.  1 8th  (cdh). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  Aug.  5th,  one  from  the  12th  to  16th,  two  Sept. 
7/8th  (at,dw,mwrw,kdgm).  Esher  G.P.,  one  in  summer  plumage  on 
new  gravel  workings  Jun.  22nd  (dp).  Stoke  D’Abernon,  two  on  flooded 
field  Mar.  10th  (dp). 

185  Avocet 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  17th  (gde,lep). 

187  Grey  Phalarope 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  16th  (lep).  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  8th 
(km,eeg),  two  on  Sept.  9th  and  10th  (agd,cdh). 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Sept.  11th  and  12th  (rea,kac). 

188  Red-necked  Phalarope 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  from  Sept.  28th  to  30th  (jf,km,kn,pr,pjv). 

193  Arctic  Skua 

M  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  one  light-phase  bird  over  the  Round 
Pond  on  Oct.  29th  (grw). 

K  Swanscombe,  one  on  Feb.  10th  (lfw). 

198  Great  Black-backed  Gull 

Peak  monthly  counts  for  Dartford  Marsh  (drg)  are  given  (cf  LBR  36,  37 
and  38): 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

6  12  4  6  —  2  —  12  6  7  7  20 

Reports  from  elsewhere  were  incomplete  other  than  c.  300  at  Shenleybury 
on  Jan.  6th  and  several  hundreds  at  Hilfield  Park  Res.  (H)  on  Jan.  11th. 


199  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

Recorded  during  every  month  of  the  year,  the  largest  flock  being  c.  1,000 
at  Hilfield  Park  Res.  (H)  on  Jan.  11th.  The  Scandinavian  race  L.f  fuscus 
was  well  in  evidence  in  autumn,  being  represented  particularly  in  Regent’s 
Park  (Inner  London)  and  Island  Barn  Res.  (S). 
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200  Herring  Gull 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  a  pair  attempted  to  nest  on  the  Serpentine 
Island  for  the  first  time,  but  were  unsuccessful  (dab,rfs).  A  further  pair 
attempted  breeding  in  St.  James’s  Park,  where  the  birds  were  sitting  from 
May  15th  to  July  5th  (ehg,jms). 

Elsewhere  recorded  most  months  of  the  year  from  usual  localities.  A 
yellow-legged  bird  showing  the  characters  of  L.  a.  omissus  was  present  at 
Wraysbury  G.P.  (B)  from  June  17th  to  23rd  (cdh). 

201  Common  Gull 

Peak  monthly  counts  at  Dartford  Marsh  (drg)  are  given  (cf  LBR  36,  37 
and  38): 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

100  25  70  30  9  15  —  25  15  50  27  40 

Elsewhere  peak  counts  included  c.  2,000  at  Hilfield  Park  Res.  (H)  on 
Jan.  11th  and  c.  450  at  Richmond  Park  (S)  on  Jan.  20th. 


202  Glaucous  Gull 

E  King  George  V  and  Girling  Res.,  an  immature  on  various  dates  from 
Feb.  17th  to  Mar.  21st  (jf).  Rainham,  an  adult  on  Oct.  19th  (jh)  and 
single  immatures  during  January  (kn),  November  and  December  (mo). 
H  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  an  immature  on  Mar.  9th  (lvpg). 

M  Poyle  G.P.,  a  second-year  bird  on  Mar.  10th  (am«).  Wraysbury  Res., 
a  first-year  bird  from  Mar.  19th  to  31st  (cdh). 

B  Datchet  Res.,  a  first-year  bird  on  Dec.  18/1 9th  (cdh). 

205  Mediterranean  Gull 

E  Girling  Res.,  an  adult  on  Feb.  17th  (pjv). 

K  Sevenoaks,  an  adult  on  Nov.  10th  (jgh). 

These  are  the  11th  and  12th  records,  respectively,  for  the  London  Area 
this  century.  All  records  have  occurred  since  1957. 

207  Little  Gull 

After  a  marked  reduction  in  the  previous  year,  1974  produced  record 
numbers  of  Little  Gulls  with  125  bird/days  in  spring  more  than  doubling 
the  previous  highest  total  in  1971.  The  autumn  total  of  115  bird/days 
was  also  a  record,  exceeding  by  13  the  previous  maximum,  also  in  1971. 
The  table  analyses  the  number  of  bird/days  by  month,  ignoring  three 
immatures  which  summered  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  Records  came  from  17 
sites. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Bird/days  2  —  9  5  109  —  1  38  74  1  —  1 

The  substantial  passage  in  May  was  evident  principally  in  the  Lea  Valley 
(largest  count  16  at  King  George  V  Res.  on  14th)  on  the  lower  Thames 
(14  at  Swanscombe  on  4th)  and  at  Staines  Res.  where  there  were  between 
10  and  17  from  4th  to  7th.  The  main  autumn  passage  was  recorded  from 
Staines  Res.  where  up  to  11  were  seen  on  many  days  from  Aug.  25th  to 
Sept.  20th.  In  Inner  London  one  was  seen  on  River  Thames  at  Westminster 
on  Aug.  28th. 
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208  Black-headed  Gull 

Peak  monthly  counts  for  Dartford  Marsh  (drg)  are  given  (cf  LBR  38): 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

6,000  3,000  1,500  800  1,500  200  500  2,000  500  2,000  5,000  5,000 


211  Kittiwake 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  an  adult,  apparently  exhausted,  on  May 
5th  (jpw). 

K  Northfleet,  an  immature  on  Feb.  9th  (lfw).  Swanscombe,  an  adult  cn 
Feb.  10th  (lfw). 

S  Walton  Res.,  four  immatures  on  Sept.  11th  (rdh).  Barn  Elms  Res.,  an 
adult  and  an  immature  on  Oct.  29th  (wr). 


212  Black  Tern 

Spring  passage  commenced  with  one  at  Cheshunt  on  Apr.  28th  and  there 
then  followed  a  small  passage  in  May  when  the  highest  counts  were  of  19 
flying  upriver  at  Northfleet  on  4th  and  15  at  King  George  V  Res.  on  17th. 
In  Inner  London  one  was  seen  in  Hyde  Park  on  May  5th.  The  only  June 
record  was  of  four  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  15th. 

The  autumn  passage  was  dominated  by  a  huge  movement  through  the 
west  of  the  Area  on  Sept.  15th  (a  Sunday).  The  larger  counts  were 
as  follows: 

M  Staines  Res.,  182  and  King  George  V  Res.,  58,  these  figures  allowing  for 
movements  between  the  two  reservoirs.  Wraysbury  Res.  138.  They 
were  arriving  in  the  Wraysbury  area  from  the  N  in  flocks  during  the 
morning,  and  one  flock  of  36  flew  straight  through,  continuing  to  the 
S  (all  per  arjp).  Harefield  Moor,  45  +  (rnhs). 

S  Walton  Res.  73,  and  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.  20  (co,dp).  Those  at 
Walton  were  passing  through  during  the  afternoon. 

With  birds  moving  through  during  the  day,  it  is  impossible  to  eliminate 
all  duplication  from  counts,  but  the  total  of  240  for  the  two  reservoirs  at 
Staines  easily  exceeds  the  previous  highest  count  for  the  Area  of  190  at 
Staines  on  Aug.  5th,  1969  and  the  total  of  all  the  counts  given  above  is  as 
high  as  540.  Only  Staines  Res.  was  covered  on  the  preceding  and  following 
days,  but  on  the  basis  of  records  from  there  (nine  and  ten  respectively)  it 
seems  clear  that  the  passage  lasted  only  for  the  one  day.  There  were 
comparatively  few  other  autumn  records,  numbers  reaching  double 
figures  only  at  Queen  Mary  Res.,  where  there  were  11  on  Aug.  4th.  The 
last  records  were  on  Sept.  24th  —  three  at  Staines  Res.  and  one  at  Barn 
Elms  Res. 


213  White-winged  Black  Tern 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  an  immature  on  Sept.  9th  (mjr). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  this  is  the  14th  record  for 
the  London  Area  this  century. 
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217  Common  Tern 

Breeding  records  are  summarized  but  passage  records  are  dealt  with 
under  Common/Arctic  Tern.  The  record  number  of  15  nesting  pairs  in 
1973  was  not  maintained,  only  four  pairs  being  recorded  as  definitely 
breeding. 

M  In  the  Colne  Valley  two  pairs  bred  at  one  site,  each  raising  three  young, 
and  one  pair  may  have  bred  at  another  site.  Elsewhere  one  pair  bred. 
B  One  pair  raised  two  young. 

217/8  Common/Arctic  Tern 

Passage  records  of  Common  Terns  are  summarized  together  with  reports 
of  unspecific  ‘Commie  Terns’.  Definite  records  of  Arctic  Terns  are 
shown  separately  and  are  excluded  from  this  summary. 

Apart  from  20  at  Staines  Res.  on  Mar.  4th,  the  spring  passage  occurred 
from  April  17th  to  late  June.  The  largest  spring  counts  were :  Swanscombe, 
140  on  May  4th;  Barn  Elms  Res.,  c.  65  on  May  3rd;  Lea  Valley  Res., 
40+  on  April  24th  and  25th,  and  30+  on  April  27th;  Purfleet,  30  on 
May  5th. 

Autumn  passage  occurred  from  early  July  to  Oct.  21st.  The  largest  counts 
were:  West  Thurrock,  150  on  Aug.  28th;  Rainham,  175  on  Sept.  16th; 
Troy  Mill  G.P.,  21  on  Aug.  19th;  Northfleet  Power  Station,  25  on  Aug. 
25th  and  28th;  Swanscombe,  30  on  Sept.  17th  and  20  on  Sept.  20th; 
Queen  Mary  Res.,  60+  on  Aug.  7th;  Barn  Elms  Res.,  23  on  Aug.  8th. 


218  Arctic  Tern 

Knowledge  of  the  exact  number  of  Arctic  Terns  passing  through  the 
area  on  migration  is  somewhat  obscured  by  the  difficulties  of  separating 
Arctic  Terns  from  Common  Terns  at  a  distance.  Only  records  for  which 
satisfactory  details  have  been  submitted  are  given. 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  17th  and  three  on  Apr.  23rd  (gjw). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  18th  and  two  on  22nd  (wmc). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  two  immatures  on  Sept.  9th  (cdh). 

K  Sevenoaks,  five  on  May  27th  and  one  on  Aug.  11th  (jgh). 

222  Little  Tern 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  four  on  May  15th  (jf).  Rainham,  tw^o  on  Sept.  16th 
(ebwps). 

H  Fishers  Green  G.P.  and  Broxbourne  G.P.,  two  different  birds  on  May 
1st.  (gjw). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  May  9th  (lep). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  25th,  the  latest  recorded  in  the  London 
area  (rhb). 


223  Sandwich  Tern 

E  West  Thurrock,  four  on  Sept.  16th.  Rainham,  one  on  Sept.  7th  (ebwps). 
H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  three  on  Apr.  26th  (lkw). 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  eight  on  Sept.  16th  (jpw).  Queen  Mary 
Res.,  one  on  Apr.  11th  (mjr),  six  on  Aug.  18th  (kfb)  and  16  on  Sept.  18th 
(mjr).  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  one  on  June  23rd  (igj). 
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K  Swanscombe  Marsh,  two  on  May  6th  (lfw)  and  singles  on  Sept.  17th 
and  18th  (rfs). 

S  Shirley,  a  party  of  30-50  seen  in  street  lighting  at  21.15  hrs.  moving  E 
and  calling  on  Sept.  14th  (ndh).  Barn  Elms  Res.,  20  on  Sept.  19th  (rbh). 

226  Little  Auk 

M  Staines  Res. /King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  30th  (lep). 

232  Stock  Dove 

Breeding  season  records  and  the  largest  winter  flocks  are  given. 

H  Present  or  bred  at  Cassiobury  Park,  Northaw  and  Totteridge  (jdm,lkw, 

EHW). 

M  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  pair  present  but  no  young  seen  (rfs). 
Present  or  bred  Bushy  Park,  Hampton  Court  Park  (3  nests  found), 
Kenwood,  Mill  Hill  East,  Trent  Park,  Bridgefoot  (mo).  Osterley  Park, 
23  on  Feb.  23rd  (dgh). 

B  Horton  Manor,  200+  on  Mar.  25th  and  108  on  Apr.  13th  (igj,cdh). 

K  Bromley  Common,  up  to  three  pairs  bred.  Plumstead  Marsh,  20+  pairs 
breeding,  comprising  probably  the  largest  breeding  colony  in  the  London 
area  (jfw). 

S  Present  or  bred  at  Tad  worth  Hospital  (mrb).  Bookham  (crac),  Walton, 
Burhill  Park  (rdh),  Oxshott/Claygate/Stoke  D’Abernon  area,  64  pairs 
seen  (jjb).  Bookham  Common,  56  on  Nov.  5th  (dw /).  Merstham,  Harps 
Oak,  c.  40  on  Oct.  26th  (jwm). 


234  Woodpigeon 

Only  one  large  flock  was  reported  from  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens,  when  c.  2,200  flew  SW  on  Nov.  6th  (dab).  Other 
records  elsewhere  of  large  movements  were  infrequent  and  the  highest 
numbers  recorded  were:  Totteridge,  c.  500  on  Jan.  19th  (ehw);  Elmstead 
Woods,  300+  in  January  (rf);  Bookham,  600+  on  Nov.  5th  (dw/); 
Richmond  Park,  c.  600  on  Nov.  24th  (bam). 


235  Turtle  Dove 

Early  arrivals  were  recorded  at  Cheshunt  G.P.  on  Apr.  14th  (hnhs). 
Bookham  Common,  seven  plus  on  Apr.  20th  (am«).  Headley  Heath, 
three  on  Apr.  19th  (ckd,pod).  A  satisfactory  breeding  season  reported 
from  all  areas.  During  the  autumn  60+  were  recorded  from  Ashtead 
in  Sept.,  (dp)  and  the  latest  date  was  one  at  Swanscombe  Marsh  on 
Nov.  2nd  (ap). 


—  Collared  Dove 

No  change  in  status  was  reported  in  the  outer  surburban  areas,  and, 
as  yet,  no  breeding  has  occurred  in  Inner  London.  In  winter  the  largest 
flocks  reported  were  at:  Springwell  (H),  c.  110  on  Jan.  13th  (pn);  Dartford 
Marsh  (K),  200+  on  Dec.  13th  (drg);  Queen  Mary  Res.  (M),  100+  on 
Sept.  21st  (hrg);  South  Park  (S),  c.  150  on  Oct.  1st  (etwk). 
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237  Cuckoo 

The  earliest  record  was  from  Trent  Park  (M)  on  Apr.  11th  (rwr),  but 
by  the  end  of  the  month  most  other  areas  had  also  recorded  the  species. 
Some  improvements  in  breeding-season  numbers  were  reported,  in 
particular  in  Herts,  where  numbers  have  increased  since  the  comparative 
scarcity  of  the  species  in  1971  (ehw).  The  last  bird  seen  was  at  Beddington 
S.F.  (S)  on  Sept.  25th  (kdgm). 

In  Inner  London,  singles  were  recorded  from  Surrey  Docks  on  Aug. 
13th  to  15th  and  21st  and  Sept.  10th,  11th  and  16th  (rea,kac),  Kensington 
Gardens  on  July  1st  and  Aug.  21st,  Hyde  Park  on  Aug.  17th  (dab), 
Regent’s  Park  on  Apr.  19th,  June  27th  and  July  19th  (jpw). 

241  Barn  Owl  • 

All  records  are  given. 

E  Romford,  bred  raising  four  young.  Barking,  present  in  April  but  did 
not  breed.  Chigwell,  present  at  old  site  but  did  not  breed  (acp). 
Upminster,  bred  rearing  three  young  (rl).  Thurrock,  singles  on  Dec. 
6th  (ebwps). 

H  Barnet /Potters  Bar  on  A1000,  single  on  June  23rd  (jbg).  Rye  Meads, 
singles  on  July  14th  and  Oct.  12th  (lvpg). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  singles  on  various  dates  throughout  the  year  (drg). 
Littlebrook,  an  adult  and  first-year  bird  feeding  together  on  ground  on 
Aug.  1st  (jdh).  Plumstead  Marsh,  a  dead  bird  on  Feb.  10th  (jfw). 
Betsham,  one  on  Apr.  18th  (lfw). 

S  Godstone,  one  on  Dec.  28th  (mpi).  Richmond  Park,  one  near  usual 
breeding  site  on  Sept.  4th  (agr). 

246  Little  Owl 

Bred  at  six  localities  but  insufficient  information  on  true  breeding  status. 
Present  in  sixteen  other  localities  in  the  breeding  season  and  nine  more 
outside  this  period. 

247  Tawny  Owl 

More  breeding  season  records  were  received  this  year,  breeding  being 
proved  in  13  cases  which  is  more  than  double  those  in  1973.  In  Inner 
London  a  pair  bred  in  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  but  no  breeding 
pairs  were  located  in  Regent’s  Park. 

248  Long-eared  Owl 

E  Dartford  Marsh,  singles  in  Mar.  and  two  on  Nov  24th  and  during 
December  to  end  of  the  year  (drg). 

249  Short-eared  Owl 

E  Walthamstow  Marsh,  two  from  Jan.  to  March  (jf,km).  Rainham,  singles 
on  Jan.  27th  (kn),  Oct.  26th  (ap),  Mar,  3rd  and  Sept.  6th  (ebwps)  and 
two  from  Dec.  14th  to  29th  (mkd,jmh).  Purfleet,  single  on  Mar.  3rd 
(kn). 

Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  one  flying  SE  on  Apr.  11th  (dab). 
Staines  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  27th  (pn,am«).  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  17th 
(lab). 
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K  Dartford  Marsh,  singles  from  November  to  December  (drg,sjg).  Erith 
Marsh,  one  on  Apr.  20th  (jfw). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Apr.  17th  (kco)  and  up  to  three  from  Oct.  13th 
.to  the  end  of  year  (kco  et  al.).  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  singles  on  Nov. 
17th  (dpdg). 

252  Nightjar 

H  Broxbourne,  three  heard  on  June  23rd  and  pair  at  nest  site;  a  different 
pair  on  July  20th  (jbg).  Symondshyde,  one  heard  on  May  26th.  Pair 
on  June  21st/22nd  and  again  on  Aug.  22nd  (hnhs). 

K  Westerham,  two  on  June  8th  (djh). 

S  Limpsfield  Chart,  first  heard  on  May  17th  (mpi)  and  up  to  four  birds 
heard  or  seen  at  any  one  time  from  June  4th  to  29th  (kco  et  al.)  Walton 
Heath,  one  late  June  (imcw).  Walton,  Whitley  Hill,  one  heard  from 
June  13th  to  18th  (rdh).  Esher  Common,  one  on  June  2nd  (pjo)  and 
one  on  June  11th  (wri).  Fairmile  Common,  one  heard  on  June  14th 
(wri).  Headley  Heath,  three  pairs  present  from  May  18th  to  July  14th 
(kdgm,imcw,rcp). 

255  Swift 

The  first  arrivals  were  reported  at  Potters  Bar  (H)  on  Apr.  28th  (dfb) 
and  at  Thamesmead  and  Staines  Res.,  on  Apr.  29th  (pjs,gcg),  followed 
by  small  numbers  until  May  llth/12th  when  the  main  influx  occurred. 
There  were  250  at  Hilfield  Park  Res.  on  May  12th  (hnhs),  500  at  Staines 
Res.  on  May  11th  (pn),  750  at  Cheshunt  G.P.  on  May  25th  (hnhs)  and 
c.  1,000  at  Staines  Res.  on  May  24th  and  29th  (lfr).  There  were  500 
at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  June  27th  (pjs). 

The  autumn  passage  commenced  in  the  second  week  of  July  and  by 
Aug.  2nd  most  birds  had  departed.  There  were  occasional  records  of 
stragglers  through  to  Sept.  15th  followed  by  a  late  record  at  Esher  on 
Oct.  11th  (mrl).  The  only  breeding  records  for  Inner  London  were  two 
pairs  in  Islington  (afp). 

258  Kingfisher 

All  probable  breeding  records  are  given  together  with  an  Inner  London 
record. 

E  R.  Rom,  pair  raised  three  young.  R.  Roding,  two  pairs  bred,  success 
unknown  (acp).  Walthamstow  Res.,  two  pairs  seen  carrying  food 
(acp,jf).  Lea  Valley,  five  pairs  bred  (lvpg). 

H  Stockers  Lake,  three  pairs  bred  (dkc). 

K  Bromley  Common,  probably  bred  (gd). 

M  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  one  by  the  Long  Water  on  May 
23rd  (rfs).  Harefield  Moor,  one  pair  bred  (dkc).  Troy  Mill,  one  pair 
possibly  bred  (je).  Kempton  Park,  one  pair  feeding  young  (ghd). 
Ruislip  Lido,  one  pair  bred  (je). 

S  Thorpe  G.P.,  one  pair  possibly  bred  (gc).  R.  Mole,  Mickleham  one 
pair  bred  (wri). 

261  Hoopoe 

M  West  Drayton,  one  on  May  6th  (ge). 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  from  May  11th  to  13th  (jgh). 
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262  Green  Woodpecker 

The  breeding  status  of  this  species  is  badly  under-recorded.  Records 
suggest  that  the  only  areas  where  numbers  remain  constant  are  Cassiobury 
Park  in  Herts,  (jdm)  and  Richmond  Park  in  Surrey  (rh).  Numbers 
continue  to  drop  at  Joydens  Wood  in  Kent  (jdh).  Inner  London:  one 
record  in  Regent’s  Park  on  Sept.  17th  (jpw). 

263  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker 

Recorded  from  over  thirty  different  localities  in  the  breeding  season,  the 
majority  from  the  Surrey  area.  A  recently  excavated  hole  was  found  in 
Regent’s  Park  on  June  14th  but  no  bird  was  seen  (rcg).  Otherwise  the 
species  was  only  recorded  from  Inner  London  in  winter.  No  evidence  of 
any  change  in  status. 

264  Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker 

The  number  of  localities  reporting  this  species  was  identical  to  that 
in  1972.  The  tendency  is  for  observers  to  report  this  species  at  the 
expense  of  the  commoner  woodpeckers  to  which  equal  coverage  should  be 
given.  There  were  no  records  from  Inner  London. 

265  Wryneck 

As  a  breeding  species  in  England  the  Wryneck  has  virtually  reached 
extinction  with  the  loss  of  the  last  London  breeding  site. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  8th  (pjv).  Epping  S.F.,  one  on  Sept. 
10th  (ebwps). 

M  Hendon  Wood  Lane,  one  on  Sept.  6th,  in  garden  fruit-cage,  was  released 
(lkw). 

B  Wraysbury,  one  on  Sept.  12th  (cdh). 

K  Westwood,  Betsham,  one  on  Apr.  17th  (lfw). 

271  Woodlark 

M  Alexandra  Park,  one  on  Feb.  16th  (ag). 

272  Skylark 

Mild  weather  conditions  at  both  ends  of  the  year  kept  numbers  low,  and 
no  large  movements  were  reported.  Highest  numbers  recorded  were  at 
Hartford  Marsh,  with  200 -1-  feeding  in  fields  on  Dec.  2nd  and  28th  (drg). 
Autumn  passage  was  light  but  prolonged,  lasting  from  mid-September  to 
early  November  with  peak  numbers  from  mid  to  late  October;  100  + 
Swanscombe  Marsh  on  Oct.  19th  maximum  (lfw).  Inner  London  records 
indicated  a  similar  pattern  with  small  numbers  passing  over  from  mid- 
September  until  early  November:  28  Flying  W  on  Oct.  31st  maximum 
(dab, jpw).  Breeding  records  for  Inner  London  are  given  below. 

S  Surrey  Docks,  birds  observed  carrying  food  for  young  and  a  juvenile  was 
present  on  Jun.  15th.  Five  pairs  possibly  bred  (rea,kac). 

274  Swallow 

One  at  Walton  Heath,  Surrey  on  Apr.  4th  (id)  was  the  first  reported. 
500  hirundine  (mostly  Hirundo  rustica)  at  Hilfield  Park  Res.  on  Apr.  26th 
(lkw)  was  the  peak  number  recorded  on  spring  passage,  200  were  counted 
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at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  May  4th  (psaa)  and  50+  passed  through  Littlebrook, 
Kent  on  May  5th  (drg).  Peak  autumn  passage  numbers  were  recorded 
during  mid-September,  2,000  at  Stocker’s  West  G.P.,  Middx,  on  Sept. 
16th  (rnhs)  was  the  largest  number  reported.  Bad  weather  conditions 
during  this  period  resulted  in  above-normal  numbers  still  being  present 
in  October;  100  were  reported  at  Woodmansterne,  Surrey  on  Oct.  6th 
(at).  The  last  reported  was  one  at  Sewardstone,  Essex  on  Nov.  23rd 
(cf). 


276  House  Martin 

The  first  reported  was  one  at  Beddington  S.F.  on  Apr.  3rd  (dp).  Not 
widespread  until  late  April.  300-500  at  Cheshunt  Pits,  Herts,  on  May 
25th  proved  to  be  the  highest  number  recorded  on  spring  passage.  The 
sbws  reported  295  occupied  nests  in  the  Surbiton  district  compared 
with  211  located  in  1973.  Nest  records  for  Inner  London  showed  a  slight 
decline  in  the  number  of  pairs  breeding.  The  effect  of  poor  weather 
conditions  during  the  peak  autumn  migration  period  was  evident  in 
October  when  exceptionally  high  numbers  were  recorded  up  to  the  middle 
of  the  month.  1,000-2,000  were  still  present  around  the  Lea  Valley 
reservoirs  during  early  October,  300+  at  Littlebrook,  Kent  on  the  13th 
(drg)  and  250  at  Walton  Res.,  Surrey  on  the  15th  (co).  The  last  reported 
were  two  at  Brent  Res.  on  Nov.  17th  (lab)  and  one  at  New  Addington, 
Surrey  on  Dec.  12th  (jcw). 


277  Sand  Martin 

One  at  Fetcham  Mill,  Surrey  on  Apr.  7th  first  record.  The  maximum 
reported  on  spring  passage  was  600-700  at  Cheshunt  Pits,  Herts,  on 
May  25th  (hnhs).  Breeding  records  were  received  for  14  colonies, 
several  containing  over  twenty  nests.  Main  autumn  passage  from  late 
August  to  early  September  with  a  peak  of  900+  at  Cheshunt  Pits  on 
Sep.  2nd  (gjw).  Only  two  sightings  were  reported  in  October,  two  at 
Stone  Marsh  on  Oct.  5th  (sjg)  and  the  last  one  at  Hilfield  Res.,  Herts, 
on  the  8th  (rnh). 


280  Carrion  Crow 

E  Wanstead  Golf  Course,  200  on  Oct.  4th  (acp).  Walthamstow  Res.,  120 
on  Dec.  29th  (jf). 

K  Joydens  Wood,  200+  flying  to  roost  during  winter  months  (jdh). 

M  Inner  London,  breeding  records  from  seven  localities  with  maximum  of 
five  pairs  present  in  Regent’s  Park  during  season  (bsp,dab,rfs,jpw,ehg, 
sc,pjs«).  Kenwood,  531  on  Dec.  14th  (kes). 

S  Wimbledon  Common,  a  count  on  Nov.  9th  estimated  the  number  roosting 
at  1,000+.  On  more  than  one  occasion  observer  heard  small  flocks  heading 
towards  roost  after  dark  (bam). 

281  Hooded  Crow 

E  Epping  Forest,  one  on  Jan.  27th  (efg). 

S  Walton  Hill,  one  on  Feb.  20th  (id). 
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282  Rook 

K  Largest  number  reported  during  the  year  was  200+  feeding  on  rubbish 
tip  alongside  Dartford  Creek  (jfw). 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  aviary-reared  birds 
built  a  nest  outside  the  leaf  yard  but  deserted  due  to  disturbance  from 
Carrion  Crows. 

S  Numbers  continued  to  decline.  36  nests  were  counted  at  the  Addington 
rookery  compared  with  51  in  1973. 


283  Jackdaw 

K  Bromley  Common,  200+  roosting  during  winter  months  (gd). 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  one  being  mobbed  by 
five  Carrion  Crov/s  on  May  13th  (dab),  one  flying  SE  on  Nov.  2nd  (dab). 
Regent’s  Park,  one  flew  off  W  on  Nov.  6th  (jpw). 

S  Walton  Hill,  250+  on  Aug.  17th  peak  number  for  year  (kd,pod). 

284  Magpie 

The  increase  in  numbers  over  the  last  few  years  continued.  Flocks 
containing  18  or  more  birds  were  reported  from  several  localities  outside 
the  breeding  season.  Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  three  pairs  bred,  one  in  Hyde  Park 
and  two  in  the  Long  Water  sanctuary,  Kensington  Gardens  (dab,rfs). 
Two  were  also  present  in  the  Kensington  Palace  area  of  the  gardens 
during  the  breeding  season  (dpj).  Regent’s  Park,  five  pairs  holding 
territories  (jpw,rcg).  St.  James’s  and  Green  Parks,  up  to  four  throughout 
year,  no  nests  found  (ehb,am,hmp).  Buckingham  Palace  Gardens,  one 
observed  on  two  dates  during  May;  a  1973  nest  was  found,  of  unknown 
success  (sc). 

286  Jay 

Breeding-season  records  for  Inner  London  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  two  territories  only,  both  in  Hyde 
Park  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  bred,  four  pairs  holding  territories 
(jpw,rcg). 


288  Great  Tit 

Inner  London  breeding-season  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  23  territories  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s 
Park,  bred,  21  territories  (jpw).  St.  James’s  and  Green  Parks,  pair 
present  in  both  parks  (ehg,hmp).  Imperial  Institute  Rd.,  South  Kensington, 
five  in  family  party  July  22nd  (rjc). 

289  Blue  Tit 

Inner  London  breeding  season  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  42  territories  (dab,rfs);  Regent’s 
Park,  bred,  56  territories  (jpw);  St.  James’s  Park,  up  to  four  pairs  present 
(ehg). 
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290  Coal  Tit 

Inner  London  breeding  season  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred  16  territories  (dab,rfs);  Regent’s 
Park,  bred,  eight  territories  (jpw);  St.  James’s  Park,  one  pair  present 
(jms,ehg). 

292  Marsh  Tit 

Very  little  information  on  breeding  distribution  received.  Most  numerous 
in  the  Brasted-Chart  and  Toy’s  Hill  area,  where  seven  were  observed 
feeding  in  a  beech  wood  on  Dec.  1st  (khp).  No  records  received  for 
Inner  London. 

293  Willow  Tit 

Reported  more  frequently  throughout  year  than  Marsh  Tit.  Localities 
from  which  birds  were  reported  in  the  breeding  season  are  given.  The 
number  of  pairs  for  which  there  was  evidence  of  breeding  is  given  in 
brackets.  One  Inner  London  record  is  also  shown. 

H  Bishops  Wood  (1),  Cassiobury  Park  (1),  Northaw  Great  Wood  (1), 
Stocker’s  Lake  (1). 

M  Arrandene  (1),  Darlands  Lake  (1),  Harefield  Place  (1),  Mill  Hill  (2), 
Scratch  Wood  (2).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  present  in  the 
West  Wing  sanctuary  between  Sep.  23rd  and  Oct.  4th  (jpw). 

K  Bromley  Common  (2),  Darrick  Wood,  Orpington  (1),  Joyden’s  Wood  (2), 
Lullingstone  Park  (1),  Petts  Wood  (1),  St.  Pauls  Cray  (1),  Sundridge 
Park  Golf  Course  (1),  Well  Wood,  West  Wickham  (1). 

S  Ar brook  Common  (1),  Bookham  Common  (2),  Epsom  Common  (1), 
Esher  Common  (1),  Oxshott,  60  Acre  Wood  (1),  Oxshott,  Princes  Coverts 
(4),  Wey  Manor  Farm  (1),  Wimbledon  Common  (1). 

294  Long-tailed  Tit 

The  upward  trend  in  numbers  over  recent  years  continued.  The  increase 
was  most  noticeable  in  Surrey  and  Kent,  with  peak  numbers  occurring 
during  October.  An  extremely  high  number,  100+  was  recorded  at 
Walton  Oaks,  Surrey  on  Oct.  19th  (ckd,pod). 

Inner  London  breeding  season  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  three  pairs  known  to  have  bred 
successfully  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  five  territories  and  four  nests 
found;  ten  young  fledged  from  two  broods  (jpw,rcg). 

295  Bearded  Tit 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  50+  throughout  January  and  February  (kn,jf);  37 
birds  were  ringed  and  two  controlled  on  Jan.  20th,  one  control  had  been 
ringed  at  Salthouse,  Norfolk  (167  km.)  as  a  juvenile  on  Aug.  8th  1972, 
the  other  at  Murston,  Kent  (40  km.)  on  Mar.  15th  1973;  three  of  the  birds 
ringed  at  Rainham  were  later  controlled  in  the  same  year,  two  at  Murston 
on  Apr.  28th  and  May  28th,  the  other  near  Dusseldorf,  W.  Germany 
(448  km.)  on  Apr.  22nd  (drg).  Girling  Res.,  four  flying  N  on  Oct.  13th 
(jf). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  five  on  Oct.  26th  (rnh).  Rye  Meads,  maximum  14 
January  to  March,  five  present  in  November  (lvpg).  Stanborough,  three 
on  Feb.  16th  (hnhs).  Stanstead  Abbots,  12  on  Mar.  10th  (jf). 
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M  Brent  Res.,  up  to  two  during  January,  four  on  Oct.  14th  (lab).  Ponders 
End  S.F.,  four  on  Oct.  13th  (jf). 

K  Littlebrook,  a  pair  throughout  January  (drg).  Swanscombe  Marsh,  two 
pairs  during  January  and  February.  One  bird  controlled  with  Dutch 
ring,  no  further  details  (lfw,drg). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  six  on  Oct.  14th  (jkcg).  Richmond  Park,  ten  on  Apr. 
6th  (rh,fgm,fm),  four  Apr.  13th  (kb). 

296  Nuthatch 

H  Northaw  Great  Wood,  13  pairs  present  during  breeding  season  (hnhs). 

S  Chessington,  five  in  one  tree  on  Apr.  14th  (msk). 

There  were  no  Inner  London  records. 

298  Treecreeper 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  two  territories  in  Hyde  Park  and  one 
in  Kensington  Gardens.  Adult  carrying  food  with  juvenile  near  Round 
Pond  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  two  pairs  bred  (jpw). 

299  Wren 

The  peak  winter  count  was  47  at  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  Herts,  on  Jan.  1st 
(mcrg).  Reports  indicate  a  further  increase  in  the  number  of  territories 
during  the  breeding  season.  At  Wey  Manor  Farm,  Surrey  38  pairs  were 
recorded,  this  number  having  risen  steadily  from  22  in  1969. 

Inner  London  breeding  season  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  23  territories,  the  highest  number 
since  the  Common  Bird  Census  began  in  1966  (dab,rfs);  Regent’s  Park, 
bred,  18  territories  (jpw);  St.  James’s  Park,  singing  at  two  sites,  one  pair 
reared  young  (am). 

301  Mistle  Thrush 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Deans  Yard  SW1.,  carrying  food  on  June  5th  (sc).  Green  Park,  one 
pair  (hmp).  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  six  territories  (dab, 
rfs).  Princes  Gardens,  Exhibition  Road,  pair  with  two  fledglings  on  May 
1st  (jhr).  Regent’s  Park,  seven  territories,  at  least  five  pairs  bred  (jpw). 

302  Fieldfare 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  numbers  reported  at  any  locality  did  not 
exceed  c. 70,  except  at  Osterley  with  a  maximum  of  c.100  in  the  period 
Jan.  21st  to  Mar.  1st  and  at  Trent  Park  maximum  250+  in  the  period 
Jan.  to  Apr.  24th;  in  neither  case  was  the  actual  date  given.  The  last 
bird  reported  in  spring  was  on  May  6th. 

In  the  autumn,  an  early  arrival  was  seen  at  Epping  S.W.  on  Sept.  8th, 
and  there  were  records  from  two  other  localities  in  September.  Records 
were  more  frequent  in  early  October,  but  substantial  numbers  were  not 
reported  until  the  last  week  of  the  month.  The  October  maximum  at 
Dartford  Marsh  was  150  on  the  24th.  On  Oct.  30th  1,746  were  counted 
flying  W  between  08.20  hrs  and  10.50  hrs  at  Northfleet.  Numbers  in  excess 
of  100  were  reported  from  seven  localities  in  November  but  again  it  was 
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at  the  end  of  the  month  that  the  peak  occurred  with  a  heavy  passage 
reported  in  the  Lea  Valley  and  1,000+  at  Dartford-Stone  Marsh  on  Nov. 
23rd.  Numbers  remained  high  in  the  first  half  of  December,  including 
a  roost  in  bushes  on  islands  in  Stockers  Lake  on  Dec.  6th  said  to  number 
thousands,  and  c.  500  per  hour  moving  SSE  in  the  Lea  Valley  on  the 
1st  and  800+  S  at  Sewardstone  on  the  14th.  After  mid-December  the 
numbers  reported  were  well  down. 

303  Song  Thrush 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Green  Park,  bred,  three  pairs  (ehg).  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens, 
bred,  31  territories  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  bred,  44  territories  (jpw). 
St.  James’s  Park,  bred,  6-8  pairs  (ehg). 

304  Redwing 

Commoner  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  than  Fieldfare.  The  maxima 
for  the  first  three  months  at  Park  Langley  were  500  on  Jan.  21st  and  550 
on  Feb.  28th  and  Mar.  lltn.  Numbers  exceeded  100  at  six  other  localities. 
At  Stanstead  Abbotts  there  were  400  on  Mar.  19th  on  which  date  a  small 
influx  of  Redwings,  Song  Thrushes  and  Blackbirds  was  noted  at  Dartford 
Marsh.  All  had  left  by  the  end  of  April.  First  arrivals  in  the  autumn 
were  not  seen  until  Oct.  1st  and  passage  built  up  within  the  next  few  days. 
In  fact  the  maxima  for  the  Inner  London  parks  occurred  on  Oct.  9th  with 
140  at  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens  and  181  at  Regent’s  Park.  400 
flew  SW  at  Bushy  Park  on  the  12th  and  the  largest  movement  of  the 
autumn  was  reported  from  Hook  with  c.  1,000  moving  SW  during  the 
morning  of  the  24th.  At  Northfleet  338  were  counted  flying  W  from 
08.20  hrs  to  10.50  hrs  on  Oct.  30th.  Numbers  were  much  lower  in  Nov. 
A  report  of  thousands  at  Poorsfleld  nature  reserve,  Middx,  on  Dec.  11th 
presumably  refers  to  a  roost.  There  was  a  concentration  of  400  at 
Beddington  S.F.  on  Dec.  28th. 

307  Ring  Ouzel 

E  Harlow,  a  male  on  Mar.  28th  (at d).  Nazeing,  a  male  from  Apr.  24th  to 
29th  (lvpg). 

H  Hilfield  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  12th  (rnh). 

K  Blackheath,  a  male  from  Sept.  25th  to  Oct.  1st  (gh).  Erith  Marshes,  a 
female  from  May  14th  to  17th  (jfw). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  three  males  and  a  female  from  Apr.  21st  to  28th.  Esher, 
two  about  Apr.  24th  (gcs).  Walton  Heath,  one  on  Sept.  21st  (gb«).  West 
Ewell,  a  male  from  May  2nd  to  7th  (sg,jet). 

308  Blackbird 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Finsbury  Circus,  a  male  feeding  a  young  bird  only  just  out  of  nest  on 
July  16th  (pjo).  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  123  territories 
(dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  bred,  73  territories  (jpw).  South  Kensington, 
a  pair  raised  two  broods  in  a  laboratory  at  .imperial  College,  one  nest 
being  on  a  travelling  crane  which  was  used  while  nest  was  occupied 
(rjc,jfir).  St.  James’s  and  Green  Parks,  bred  (ekg). 

S  South  Bank,  at  least  one  pair  bred  at  County  Hall  (pjs«).  Surrey  Docks, 
several  pairs  bred  (rea,kac). 
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311  Wheatear 

Spring  passage  from  Mar.  19th  to  May  21st  and  autumn  passage  from 
July  20th  to  Oct.  20th.  Usually  only  one  or  two  at  any  locality,  but 
numbers  exceeded  five  at  Erith  Marshes,  seven  on  May  14th,  and  at 
Surrey  Docks,  11  on  Aug.  19th. 


317  Stonecbat 

A  remarkable  increase  in  the  breeding  distribution:  some  25  pairs  were 
present,  of  which  at  least  15  are  known  to  have  bred.  The  breeding 
-  population  now  seems  to  be  back  at  the  level  of  the  early  1930s  before  the 
great  reduction  that  took  place  in  the  severe  winters  of  1938/39  and 
1 939/40.  Breeding  season  distribution  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Barking,  one  pair  (ebwps).  Chingford,  one  pair  reared  2-3  broods  (jf,acp). 

Rainnam,  one  pair  (ebwps).  Walthamstow  Marshes,  one  pair  nested  (km). 
K  Northfleet,  a  pair  bred  successfully  at  Botany  Marsh  (lfw).  Crossness 
S.F.,  a  pair  feeding  young  July  8th  to  16th  (pjs«,jfw).  Crossness-Erith 
Marshes,  three  pairs  bred,  two  known  to  be  successful  (jfw).  Woolwich 
Marshes,  a  pair  bred  successfully  (rf). 

S  Ashtead  Common,  three  pairs  bred  (dp).  Banstead  Downs,  a  pair  on 
June  2nd  (im).  Banstead  Heath,  two  pairs,  one  of  which  bred  successfully 
(mrf,rhbf).  Cobham,  an  adult  and  four  young  on  July  18th  (rdh). 
Epsom  Common,  two  pairs  on  May  29th  (vvri):  Mitcham  Common,  up 
to  four  May  to  July,  two  young  seen  on  July  1st  (ma).  Richmond  Park, 
four  pairs,  at  least  one  of  which  bred  (rb,rh,bam).  Walton  Heath,  a 
pair  on  June  8th  (im).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  up  to  three  in  Jan. 
and  Feb.,  singles  Mar.  2nd  and  29th  and  in  Sept.,  up  to  five  (14th)  in  Oct. 
and  up  to  four  in  Nov.  and  Dec.  (rea,kac). 

318  Whinchat 

Spring  passage  from  Apr.  21st  to  May  18th.  Autumn  passage  from  July 
27th  to  Oct.  24th,  maximum  10  at  Swanscombe/Northfleet  on  Aug.  27th. 
Only  four  pairs  were  reported  in  the  breeding  season,  details  of  which 
and  all  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Barking  rubbish  tip,  one  pair  feeding  young  on  June  27th  and  July  26th 
(acp).  Rainham,  two  pairs  (ebwps). 

M  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Sept.  10th  (rfs).  Regent’s 
Park,  one  on  Sept.  16th  and  17th  (jpw). 

K  Plumstead  Marsh,  a  pair  with  three  young  just  out  of  the  nest  on  July  9th. 
S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  three  on  Sept.  16th  and  singles  on  Sept. 
19th  and  25th  (kac). 


320  Redstart 

Pairs  in  the  breeding  season  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Epping  Forest,  two  pairs  and  three  singing  males  in  June  and  July  (jf). 
Thorndon  Park,  one  pair  (jts). 

H  Northaw  Great  Wood,  a  pair  in  May  and  June  almost  certainly  bred  (lkw). 
M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  a  male  on  Sept.  10th  (dab).  Regent’s  Park, 
singles  on  Aug.  16th,  Sept.  19th  and  Oct.  1st  (rcg,jpw). 

S  Limpsfield  Chart,  two  singing  males,  and  at  least  one  pair  bred  (rjc,amn, 

DW,MWRW). 
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321  Black  Redstart 

Fourteen  pairs  were  located,  all  of  which  are  known  to  have  bred 
successfully.  Probably  at  least  another  ten  singing  males  were  present. 

Breeding  season  distribution  is  given. 

E  Ilford,  two  males  singing  and  holding  territory  in  April  and  May  (acp). 
Romford,  a  pair  nested,  seen  carrying  food  (acp).  Stratford,  a  male 
singing  in  June  (kb).  Walthamstow,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (rl). 

H  Rye  House  power  station,  one  pair  bred  rearing  two  broods  (hnhs,lvpg). 
M  Hendon  aerodrome,  one  pair  bred  (lkw).  Inner  London:  pairs  bred  at 
St.  Katharine’s  Dock,  Broad  Street  Station,  City  Road,  and  the  Kings 
Cross  area  (two)  (acp,gaj,jg,mg).  Earls  Court,  a  singing  male  on  June 
17th  (dt). 

K  Kidbrooke,  one  pair  bred  (kms).  Deptford,  a  singing  male  on  June  24th 
(ndh). 

S  East  Croydon  Station,  a  female  on  May  2nd  and  a  singing  male  in  June 
(ndh, dp).  Inner  London:  pairs  bred  at  Bankside,  Nine  Elms  and  Surrey 
Docks  (two)  (RAH,ACP,PJStf,REA,KAC). 


322  Nightingale 

E  Epping/Ongar,  a  male  singing  from  June  11th  to  16th  (ebwps). 

H  Broxbourne  GP,  two  on  June  22nd  (hnhs).  Cheshunt  GP,  one  on  June 
16th  and  21st  (hnhs).  Northaw  Great  Wood,  three  singing  males  in  June 
at  least  two  pairs  bred  (gcg,bjw,lkw). 

K  Northfleet,  six  singing  in  May  (lfw).  Orpington,  a  passage  bird  at 
Crofton  on  Apr.  30th  (djh).  Stone  Wood,  one  on  Apr.  27th  and  May 
5th  (drg,sjg). 

S  Addlestone,  two  males  singing  in  May  and  June  (co).  Ashtead  Common, 
one  singing  from  May  10th  to  17th  (ma,dp).  Bookham  Common,  one 
singing  in  June,  compared  with  three  to  five  in  the  previous  four  years 
(gb,wri).  Epsom  Common,  one  singing  on  May  15th  and  22nd  (sg,wri, 
rgl).  Princes  Coverts,  four  singing  on  May  14th  and  two  on  May  27th 
(wrIjDjkw).  Reigate  Heath,  one  singing  in  May  and  June  (jhr). 


325  Robin 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  30  territories  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s 
Park,  bred,  38  territories  (jpw).  St.  James’s  Park  and  Green  Park,  one 
pair  bred  in  each  (ehg,hmp). 


327  Grasshopper  Warbler 

H  Broxbourne,  at  least  three  singing  males  on  June  23rd  and  July  20th 
(jbg,hnhs).  Symondshyde,  four  or  five  singing  on  June  21st  (hnhs). 

M  Stanmore,  one  singing  on  May  3rd  (ehw). 

K  Brasted,  a  pair  in  a  cornfield,  the  male  singing,  on  July  20th  (kco). 

S  Ashtead  Common,  eight  territories  in  a  50-acre  plot,  compared  with  three 
in  1972  and  1973;  young  seen  on  June  29tK  (dp).  Bookham  Common, 
three  territories,  and  two  nests  found  on  June  3rd  (gb,wri).  Epsom 
Common,  four  pairs  and  two  nests  found  (wri).  Teddington,  one 
singing  on  Apr.  29th  (ps).  Walton  Heath,  one  on  Apr.  8th  (id). 
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333  Reed  Warbler 

A  substantial  increase  in  the  number  of  pairs  breeding  at  Stockers  and 
Springwell  Lakes  to  15  was  the  only  change  of  status  reported  (dkc). 
Three  pairs  were  present  at  the  pond  at  Barn  Elms  Res.,  (just  outside 
Inner  London)  one  of  which  is  known  to  have  nested  (sk).  An  Inner 
London  record  is  given  below. 

M  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Aug.  16th  (rcg). 

* 

334  Marsh  Warbler 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  May  27th  and  a  male  in  song  on  July  1st  (jgh). 
337  Sedge  Warbler 

Again  the  only  change  of  status  reported  was  for  Stocker's  and  Springwell 
Lakes  where  there  was  a  substantial  increase  to  26  pairs  (dkc).  Inner 
London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Kensington  Gardens,  singles  by  the  Long  Water  on  May  13th  and  21st 
(dab).  Regent’s  Park,  one  singing  on  Apr.  30th  (jpw). 

343  Blackcap 

Comments  suggesting  a  good  breeding  season  were  “numbers  up  this 
year  in  the  Colne  Valley”  (dkc)  and  “very  good  numbers  at  Scratch 
Wood  May  25th”  (gcg).  Records  outside  the  normal  period  of  residence 
and  Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given  below.  • 

E  Chigwell,  one  on  Dec.  6th  (kn).  Romford,  a  female  on  Nov.  5th  was 
trapped  and  ringed  (kb).  Woodford  Green,  two  on  Dec.  19th,  one  on 
Dec.  30th  and  31st  (jo/). 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  four  territories, 
two  in  each  park  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  five  territories,  two  pairs  known 
to  have  bred  (rcg, jpw).  St.  John’s  Wood,  a  male  flew  against  a  window 
and  was  killed  on  Nov.  30th  (nc). 

K  Park  Langley,  a  female  on  Dec.  16th  (gd,der). 

S  Banstead,  a  male  on  Dec.  10th  (lr).  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Nov.  3rd 
(jd).  Wimbledon,  a  female  ringed  on  Jan.  20th  (arbh,cah). 

346  Garden  Warbler 

Little  information  on  the  breeding  distribution  has  been  received,  dkc 
stated  that  numbers  in  the  Colne  Valley  were  up  on  the  previous  year. 

Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Kensington  Gardens,  singles  on  Apr.  24th  and  May  11th  (dab).  Regent’s 
Park,  one  singing  on  May  9th  (jpw). 

347  Whitethroat 

Comments  bearing  on  the  changing  status  and  Inner  London  records  are 
given. 

H  Cassiobury  Park,  two  singing  males,  the  most  since  1968  (jdm).  Colne 
Valley,  numbers  up  this  year  (dkc).  Hadley  Wood,  two  or  three  singing 
males,  only  one  in  1973  (jbg).  South  Herts,  absent  from  many  former 
haunts  (ehw). 
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M  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Apr.  29th  (dab).  Regent’s 
Park,  a  better  autumn  passage  this  year  with  seven  bird/days  between 
Aug.  28th  and  Sept.  18th,  maxima  two  on  Aug.  28th  and  Sept.  16th  and 
four  on  Sept.  18th  (jpw). 

S  Ashtead  Common,  13  territories  in  a  50-acre  area  compared  with  six 
in  1973  and  18  in  1968  (dp).  Bookham  Common,  13  territories  in  a 
96-acre  area  compared  with  17  in  1973  (gr).  Wey  Manor  Farm,  three  pairs 
compared  with  five  in  1973  (cbc,mgg).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks, 
one  on  Sept.  16th  (kac). 


348  Lesser  Whitethroat 

ehw  reported  normal  numbers  in  South  Herts.,  but  at  Bookham 
Common  the  number  of  territories  was  down  to  three  compared  with 
five  in  1973  (gb).  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  May  20th  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  two 
on  May  7th,  one  on  Aug.  29th  (jpw). 


354  Willow  Warbler 

At  Ashtead  Common  24  territories  compared  with  only  14  in  1973  (dp). 
No  other  comparative  figures  received.  Although  frequently  seen  on 
passage  in  the  Inner  London  parks,  none  stayed  to  breed. 

356  Chiffchaff 

Winter  records  are  given.  Although  seen  frequently  on  passage  in  the 
Inner  London  parks,  none  bred  in  Inner  London. 

E  Wanstead  Park,  one  wintered  and  was  singing  in  March  1975  (mo). 

H  Maple  Cross  SF,  one  ringed  on  Jan.  1st  was  seen  on  several  dates  to  Jan 
25th  (mcrg).  Troy  Mill,  one  on  Dec.  29th  (mcrg). 

M  One  seen  by  the  river  Colne  near  Harefield  on  Dec.  27th  and  28th  (je), 
may  have  been  the  bird  seen  at  Troy  Mill,  Herts.,  on  the  29th. 

B  Horton,  one  on  Feb.  24th.  Wraysbury/Horton  area,  at  least  nine  from 
Dec.  15th,  of  which  three  showed  characters  of  the  eastern  races 
according  to  rey  (eeg,rey,cdh,am«). 

K  Bexley,  one  on  Dec.  23rd  (chd).  Ruxley,  one  on  Feb.  5th  and  23rd  and 
Mar.  10th  was  believed  to  have  wintered  in  the  area  (sjg,djh);  one  on 
Dec.  13th,  19th  and  22nd  (sjg). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Jan.  6th;  up  to  six  Dec.  15th  to  31st  (jd,jkcg, 
KDGM,DP).  Lonsdale  Road  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  27th  (rbh). 

357  Wood  Warbler 

Breeding  season  records  of  birds  apparently  in  territory  are  given.  Other 
records  of  birds  singing  in  April,  May  and  early  June  were  probably  passage 
birds. 

H  Chorleywood,  one  pair  in  the  summer  (dkc).  Northaw  Great  Wood, 
at  least  two  pairs  bred  (lkw). 

K  Petts  Wood,  three  singing  on  May  4th  were  still  present  on  June  23rd 
(khp). 

S  Banstead  Heath,  singing  males  in  May  and*  June  (pc).  Headley  Heath, 
one  singing  on  June  20th,  and  two  carrying  food  on  July  27th  (ckd,pod, 
wri).  Limpsfield  Chart,  four  singing  during  the  breeding  season  (rjc, 
dw,mwrw,pmw). 
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364  Goldcrest 

No  evidence  of  any  further  change  in  the  breeding  status  received.  Seen 
frequently  in  the  Inner  London  parks  up  to  the  end  of  April  and  from 
Sept.  16th  to  Dec.  2nd,  but  none  in  the  breeding  season,  although  at 
Hampstead  Heath  five  singing  males  were  present  and  at  least  two  pairs 
bred  (kes). 


365  Firecrest 

M  Brent  R.es.,  two  on  Nov.  4th  (sa).  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens, 
one  on  May  21st  (lt);  Regent’s  Park,  a  male  singing  from  Mar.  27th 
to  29th  (jpw). 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  one  from  Dec.  22nd  to  30th  (rey,eeg,cdh). 

S  Surbiton,  one  at  Oakhill  on  Dec.  26th,  28th  and  29th  (jl  et  al .)  was  still 
present  at  the  beginning  of  1975. 


366  Spotted  Flycatcher 

ckd  and  pod  report  that  the  species  is  scarce  now  at  Epsom  Common 
and  rare  in  the  Banstead/Walton/Tadworth  area.  At  Dulwich  College 
Road  it  did  not  breed  in  1974  although  one  pair  bred  in  1973  and  two 
between  1970  and  1972  (rd).  The  number  of  territories  in  Hyde  Park/ 
■Kensington  Gardens  was  only  six  in  1974  compared  with  15  in  1973.  No 
other  reports  of  decreases  were  received.  Inner  London  records  are  given 
below. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  six  territories;  a  small  passage 
from  Sept.  10th  to  18th,  one  or  two  birds  on  five  dates  (dab).  Regent’s 
Park,  bred,  four  territories,  at  least  three  broods;  autumn  passage  from 
Aug.  28th  to  Sept.  26th,  maxima  six  on  Aug.  28th,  seven  on  Sept.  2nd, 
ten  on  Sept.  9th  and  six  on  Sept.  17th  (rcg,jpw).  Green  Park,  one  on 
June  27th  (ehg). 


368  Pied  Flycatcher 

Only  two  spring  records,  and  scarce  in  the  autumn.  All  records  are  given. 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  one  on  Sept.  7th  and  20th  (kes).  Inner  London:  Hyde 
Park,  one  on  Sept.  11th  and  14th  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  autumn  passage 
from  Sept.  6th  to  18th,  maximum  four  on  Sept.  9th  (jpw).  St.  James’s 
Park,  a  juvenile  on  Sept.  18th  (am,hmp). 

K  Foots  Cray  Meadows,  one  on  Oct.  3rd;  Ruxley,  a  female  on  Apr.  8th 
(sjg). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  an  immature  from  Sept.  3rd  to  6th  (rbh).  Banstead, 
an  immature  trapped  and  ringed  on  Sept.  18th  (sbc).  Epsom  Common, 
a  male  on  May  1st  (of).  Richmond  Park,  one  on  Sept.  28th  (rb). 
Wimbledon  Common,  one  on  Aug.  22nd. 


370  Red-breasted  Flycatcher 

K  French  Street,  Westerham,  one  on  the  early  date  of  July  18th  (kos  per 
jgh). 

This  comprises  the  6th  record  for  the  London  Area  this  century. 
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371  Dunnock 

Inner  London  breeding  season  records  only  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  22  territories  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s 
Park,  bred,  42  territories  (jpw).  St.  James’s  Park,  at  ieast  12  pairs; 
Green  Park,  one  pair  (ehg,hmp).  Coram  Gardens,  W.C.I.,  feeding  two 
small  young  on  May  17th  (sc). 

S  Surrey  Docks,  a  pair  with  young  on  July  16th  (rea,kac). 

373  Meadow  Pipit 

Breeding  season  distribution  and  a  summary  of  Inner  London  records 
are  given. 

E  Sewardstone,  a  pair  feeding  young  on  July  5th  (cf). 

M  Brent  Res.,  a  pair  May  to  Aug.  (ehw).  Bushy  Park,  one  on  June  4th 
(wri).  Staines  Res.,  a  pair  in  the  breeding  season  (gcg).  Inner  London: 
in  the  Royal  Parks,  one  on  Feb.  7th;  small  numbers  on  spring  passage 
from  Mar.  12th  to  Apr.  27th  and  in  autumn  from  Sept.  11th  to  Nov.  6th. 
K  Dartford  Marsh/Littlebrook/Stone,  at  least  20  pairs  nesting  in  area  (drg). 

Erith  Marsh-Crossness,  breeding  in  area  June  19th  (jfw,pjs«). 

S  Banstead  Downs,  a  pair  carrying  food  on  June  1st  (am/)-  Banstead 
Heath,  12  pairs  in  May  and  June  (rabf).  Croydon  Airport,  one  singing 
on  May  26th  and  July  14th  (kdgm).  Headley  Heath,  four  pairs  on  June 
20th  (wri).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  up  to  100  in  Jan.  and  Feb. 
decreasing  to  20  by  Apr.  10th.  Singles  thereafter  and  in  May  and  June, 
but  sometimes  two  in  early  May;  present  again  from  Sept.  24th  to  the 
end  of  the  year,  maximum  120  on  Sept.  30th  (rea,kac). 

376  Tree  Pipit 

Recorded  in  the  breeding  season  from  26  localities  compared  with  28 
in  1973.  It  is  probably  more  widespread  but  is  not  reported.  No 
information  at  all  received  from  Essex.  An  Inner  London  record  is  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  one  flying  SW  on  Aug.  23rd  (dab). 

379a  Rock  Pipit 

As  usual  from  one  to  four  seen  at  inland  reservoirs  outside  of  the  breeding 
season,  also  one  at  Beddington  S.F.  on  Oct.  29th  (jd).  Larger  numbers 
by  the  Thames  in  the  east  of  the  Area,  but  the  maxima  were  only  twelve 
at  Littlebrook  on  Feb.  10th  and  twelve  at  Swanscombe  on  Dec.  31st.  No 
information  received  for  the  Essex  shore.  An  Inner  London  record  is 
given. 

S  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Jan.  24th  (kac). 

379b  Water  Pipit 

E  Nazeing,  one  on  Mar.  25th  (lvpg).  Sewardstone,  one  from  Mar.  6th  to 
Apr.  10th  (efg). 

H  Rye  House  Marsh,  one  on  Apr.  11th  and  12th  (lvpg).  Rye  Meads,  one 
from  Nov.  3rd  to  Dec.  31st  (lvpg). 

H/M  Cassiobury  Park  to  Springwell,  up  to  three  4n  January,  one  on  Feb.  17th 
and  24th  and  Mar.  24th  (je,pn  et  a!.). 

M  Kempton  Park  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  14th  (hrg).  Copt  Hall  Farm,  one  on 
Oct.  11th  (lkw).  Pinner,  one  at  Wakemans  Hill  on  Apr.  10th  (je). 
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K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  Nov.  3rd  (jgh). 

S  Beddington  SF,  four  on  Jan.  1st,  one  on  Jan.  29th,  four  on  Feb.  24th 
and  March  24th,  one  on  Apr.  9th;  one  on  Dec.  15th  (kdgm,kco). 
Hersham  S.F.,  singles  on  Mar.  17th,  Apr.  3C-th  and  Dec.  8th  (dp). 

380a  Pied  Wagtail 

.  Small  roosts  were  reported  at  Old  Parkbury,  Herts.,  Ruislip  nature 
reserve,  Middx.,  Buckingham  Palace  Road  in  Inner  London,  Dartford 
Marsh  in  Kent  and  Beddington  SF,  Godstone  Pond  and  Richmond  Park 
•  in  Surrey.  The  large  roost  at  Rye  House  Power  Station  previously 
reported  was  again  in  use  but  was  eclipsed  in  numbers  by  a  roost  at 
Orpington,  Kent,  which  in  December  held  c.  2,300  birds.  Details  of  the 
two  largest  roosts,  the  Inner  London  roost  and  Inner  London  breeding 
records  are  given. 

H  Rye  House  Power  Station,  counts  of  over  700  Jan.  to  Mar.,  the  maximum 
759  on  Feb.  7th,  c.  300  in  Apr.  and  May,  over  200  June  and  Oct.,  512 
Nov.  27th  and  571  Dec.  15th  (hnhs). 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  two  territories 
(dab).  Regent’s  Park,  one  pair  bred  (rcg,jpw).  St.  James’s  Park,  one 
pair  (ehg).  Broad  Street  Station,  two  pairs  bred  (gaj).  Buckingham 
Palace  Road,  c.  50  roosting  in  plane  trees  on  Mar.  12th  (dab). 

K  Orpington,  a  large  roost  in  laurel  bushes  by  the  Civic  Hall;  several 
hundreds  Jan.-Mar. ;  numbers  increasing  between  Sept,  and  Dec.  with 
c.  700  on  Oct.  5th,  2,200  on  Dec.  7th,  2,000  on  Dec.  8th  and  2,300  on 
Dec.  15th,  counts  being  made  of  birds  arriving  at  or  leaving  the  roost  (rjc, 
djm,jdh). 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  or  two  in  June  and  a  juvenile  on  the 
18th  (rea,kc). 

380b  White  Wagtail 

H  Cheshunt  GP,  one  on  Apr.  28th  (rap). 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  two  on  Mar.  17th  (cdh). 

K  Park  Langley,  two  on  Apr.  4th  (cpc). 

381  Grey  Wagtail 

Records  of  pairs  in  the  breeding  season  and  a  ringing  recovery  are  given. 

E/'H  Rye  Meads,  four  pairs,  three  of  which  were  in  Herts,  and  one  in  Essex 
(lvpg). 

M  Bushy  Park,  one  pair  (kfb).  Darlands  Lake,  one  pair  bred  (rah).  Dollis 
Brook,  one  pair  (ehw).  Kempton  Park,  a  female  ringed  Oct.  10th,  1972, 
was  retrapped  on  May  19th,  1974,  at  Easter  Ogil,  near  Forfar,  Angus, 
610  km  NNW,  where  it  was  breeding  (hrg). 

K  Bromley,  one  pair  bred  (gd).  Norton  Kirby,  one  pair  (ap r).  Otford,  two 
pairs  bred  (djh).  Park  Langley,  two  in  June  possibly  breeding  (gd). 
Westerham,  one  pair  nested  successfully  (khp). 

S  Beddington  SF,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (jd).  Cobham,  one  pair  bred 
(wri).  Kingston  reach  of  River  Thames,  a  pair  on  June  11th  but  no 
evidence  of  breeding  (wri).  Leatherhead,  an  adult  with  one  young  on 
June  22nd  (ch).  Mickleham,  one  pair  bred  (wri).  Surbiton,  two  pairs 
bred,  one  having  two  broods  (wri,sbws).  Wimbledon  Common,  present 
on  May  28th  and  June  7th,  possibly  bred  (wri). 
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382a  Yellow  Wagtail 

The  breeding  habitat  of  this  species  at  Littlebrook,  Kent.,  is  being  destroyed 
by  the  building  of  a  new  power  station  (drg).  At  Crossness-Erith,  the 
number  of  pairs  breeding  was  down  on  previous  years  (pjs«,jfw). 
Breeding  season  records  away  from  the  Colne  and  Lea  valleys  and  the 
Thames  marshes,  Inner  London  records  and  a  late  migrant  are  given. 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  Nov.  20th  to  27th  (jf,pjv). 

’M  Brent  Res.,  one  pair  bred  (ehw).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington 
Gardens,  singles  on  five  dates  from  Sept.  12th  to  28th  (dab).  Regent’s 
Park,  one  flying  SW  on  Aug.  24th  (rcg). 

S  Beddington  SF,  two  pairs  June/July  and  six  juveniles  in  July  (jd).  Inner 
London:  Surrey  Docks,  perhaps  ten  pairs  in  June;  several  juveniles  at 
the  end  of  June  and  birds  carrying  food  for  young  until  July  24th  (rea, 
kac). 

382b  Blue-headed  Wagtail 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  10th  (ljd). 

383  Waxwing 

K  Chislehurst,  five  from  Dec.  6th  to  18th  (pk). 

S  Riddlesdown  Road,  Purley,  one  on  Nov.  10th  (BO.pjsr). 

384  Great  Grey  Shrike 

E  Sewardstone,  one  Nov.  3rd  and  4th  (jf,prt).  Waltham  Abbey  Marsh, 
one  on  Mar.  1st  (tl). 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  one  on  Feb.  24th  (gjw).  Cheshunt  GP,  one  on 
Jan.  26th  (gjw).  North  Mymms,  one  on  Nov.  28th  (gws).  Maple  Cross 
SF  and  Stockers  Lake,  up  to  three  from  Oct.  13th  to  Dec.  22nd  (mcrg, 
dkc,jdm).  Rye  Meads  and  Stanstead  Abbots  GP,  one  from  January 
to  March  (lvpg). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  1st  and  15th  (lab,pjs).  Ponders  End  SF,  one 
from  Nov.  17th  to  Dec.  31st  (jf). 

K  Littlebrook,  one  from  Dec.  6th  to  the  end  of  the  year  (drg).  Stone, 
one  on  Nov.  23rd  (sjg)  may  have  been  the  bird  seen  later  at  Littlebrook. 

S  Headley  Heath,  singles  Nov.  12th  and  Dec.  21st  (jkcg,ch).  Merstham, 
one  on  Feb.  17th  (jwm).  Petersham,  one  west  of  Ham  House  on  Nov. 
20th  (em).  Richmond  Park,  one  on  Dec.  20th  and  21st  had  been  present 
from  mid-Nov.  and  remained  into  1975  (jb,mb,bam)  and  was  probably 
the  bird  seen  at  Petersham.  Walton  Heath,  one  on  Oct.  4th  and  from 
Oct.  17th  to  Nov.  6th  (ckd,pod,sbc). 

388  Red-backed  Shrike 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  a  juvenile  on  passage  on  Sept.  28th  and  29th  (pjv, 
gjw). 

K  One  pair  bred,  fledging  a  minimum  of  two  young  to  flying  stage. 

S  At  one  locality  two  males  were  seen  in  June  and  one  in  July,  but  no 
female  was  seen.  Walton  Heath,  one  on  passage  on  Sept.  29th  (ckd,pod). 

389  Starling 

The  only  observer  to  report  the  passage  of  autumn  migrants  other  than 
in  Inner  London  was  pjs n  who  saw  at  New  Malden  111  flying  WNW 
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on  Oct.  24th,  420  W  on  Oct.  30th,  50  W  on  Nov.  3rd  and  240  W  on 
Nov.  6th.  Breeding  and  passage  records,  for  Inner  London  and  a  ringing 
recovery  are  given. 

E  Romford,  a  juvenile  trapped  and  ringed  on  May  27th  1974  was  controlled 
at  Titchwell,  Norfolk  on  Aug.  1st,  1974  (kb). 

M  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred ;  a  westerly  movement 
was  observed  between  Oct.  30th  and  Nov.  15th  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s 
Park,  bred;  autumn  passage  from  Sept.  26th  to  Nov.  6th,  maximum 
'  500'  flying  W  on  Nov.  6th  (jpw).  St.  James’s  Park,  bred  (ehg). 

S  Inner  London:  bred  at  County  Hall  (pjsw)- 


391  Hawfinch 

Breeding  season  records  are  given. 

E  Epping  Forest,  in  June  one  pair  probably  nesting  in  one  area,  2-3  in  a 
second  area  and  a  single  in  a  third  area  (km). 

H  Chorleywood,  a  few  pairs  bred  as  usual  (dkc).  Northaw  Great  Wood, 
5-6  from  April  to  July  (hnhs). 

M  Stanmore  Common,  one  in  April  and  May  (ehw). 

K  Bexley,  sightings  throughout  the  year  at  Joydens  Wood  (jdh).  Wilmington 
near  Dartford,  two  in  April  and  one  in  May  (rhh). 

S  Banstead  Heath,  a  pair  on  June  1st  and  4th  (rhbf).  Banstead  Wood, 
two  built  a  nest  but  abandoned  it  (mpi).  Bookham  Common,  one  on 
Apr.  21st,  two  on  May  11th  (jed.rcp).  Burwood  Park,  Walton,  a  pair 
Mar.  23rd  to  28th  and  a  male  seen  from  April  to  July  (rdh). 

392  Greenfinch 

The  largest  flocks  and  breeding  records  for  Inner  London  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  19  territories 
(dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  bred,  32  territories  (jpw). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  300+  in  March  and  200+  on  Apr.  2nd  (drg). 
Littlebrook,  300+  on  July  14th  (drg). 

S  Near  Reigate  Heath,  300  on  Feb.  3rd  (etwk).  Inner  London:  Surrey 
Docks,  two  young  being  fed  on  June  21st  (rea,kac). 


393  Goldfinch 

Large  flocks,  Inner  London  breeding-season  records  and  a  ringing  recovery 
are  given. 

M  Brent  Res.,  200  on  Sept.  13th  (gcg).  Harefield,  200  at  Harefield  Place 
GC  on  Sept.  9th  and  200  at  Bayhurst  Wood  on  Oct.  5th  (je,pn).  Queen 
Mar>7  Res.,  one  ringed  on  Oct.  6th,  1973,  was  found  dead  on  Feb.  3rd, 
1974  at  St.  Gein,  Landes,  France  (hrg).  Inner  London:  Regent's  Park, 
bred,  five  pairs  present  (jpw);  St.  John’s  Wood,  three  juveniles  on  July 
7th  and  a  nest  being  built  on  July  21st  (sc). 

K  Littlebrook,  250+  on  Aug.  16th  (drg).  Swanscombe,  200  on  Oct.  19th 
(lfw).  Wilmington,  near  Dartford,  300  on  Sept.  15th  (rhh). 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  200  on  Sept.  15th  (dp).  Walton  Heath,  300  on  Oct. 
13th  (im).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  bred  successfully,  at  least  seven 
juveniles  on  June  25th  (rea,kac);  Nine  Elms,  up  to  10  in  July  and  an 
adult  with  five  juveniles  on  July  29th  (pjs«). 
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394  Siskin 

Especially  common  N  of  the  Thames  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  In 
the  Lea  Valley  there  were  150  at  Waltham  Abbey  in  January  and  140  at 

r  Cheshunt  G.P.  on  Feb.  17th.  During  the  period  Feb.  23rd  to  Apr.  6th, 
204  were  trapped  and  ringed  at  Potters  Bar  (jpw).  The  last  reported 
was  one  at  Walton  on  Apr.  13th.  In  Autumn,  first  reported  on 
Sept.  29th,  but  numbers  did  not  exceed  30  at  any  locality.  Visits  to 
gardens  to  feed  on  nuts  or  fat  v/ere  reported  from  12  localities. 

395  Linnet 

The  largest  flocks  reported  were  400  at  Swanscombe  Marsh  on  Feb.  10th 
and  Mar.  2nd.  (lfw,jfg).  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Jan.  30th,  one  to  three  on  five 
days  in  April,  singles  on  Sept.  28th,  Nov.  6th  and  12th  and  12  flying 
SW  on  Oct.  6th  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  recorded  on  several  dates  in 
spring  between  Mar.  21st  and  May  9th;  autumn  passage  between  Oct.  8th 
and  Nov.  4th,  with  a  maximum  of  22  S  or  W  on  Oct.  9th  (jpw). 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  scarce  until  February  when  there  were 
flocks  of  up  to  50  at  the  end  of  the  month;  flocks  of  100  during  March; 
50  on  Apr.  10th  and  small  numbers  to  the  end  of  the  month;  at  least  one 
pair  bred  successfully.  From  Sept,  to  Dec.  the  maximum  was  30  on 
Sept.  26th  (rea,kac). 

396  Twite 

E  Rainham,  nine  in  January  (kn)  and  50  in  November  (jmh). 

397  Redpoll 

Counts  of  150  or  more,  Inner  London  records  including  the  first  breeding 
record  and  comments  on  ringing  in  Kent  are  given.  Five  observers  S  of 
the  Thames  mentioned  a  reduction  in  numbers  this  year. 

E  Epping  Forest,  1 50  on  Jan.  27th  (jf). 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  three  pairs  bred,  300  in  February  (kes).  Inner  London : 
Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  singles  on  Jan.  20th  and  23rd,  then 
one  to  three  on  seven  dates  from  Apr.  5th  to  May  1st;  regularly  from 
Sept.  17th  to  Nov.  12th,  maximum  10  on  Sept.  26th  (dab).  Regent’s 
Park,  one  pair  bred,  but  v/ere  not  detected  until  June  12th  when  young 
were  already  in  nest ;  three  young  ready  to  leave  nest  on  June  24th ;  autumn 
passage  from  Sept.  26th  to  Oct.  24th,  maximum  six  SW  on  Oct.  15th 
(jpw, sc). 

K  Bexley,  over  100  ringed  in  Joydens  Wood  during  July  and  August  but  the 
numbers  were  well  down  on  the  previous  four  years.  Three  birds  ringed 
here  have  been  caught  in  Belgium  in  late  September  in  the  last  four  years. 
(jdh).  Orpington,  150+  at  Darrick  Wood  on  Jan.  27th  (ofc).  Petts 
Wood,  220+  on  Jan.  20th  (khp). 

S  Limpsfield  Chart,  c.  200  at  a  roost  in  conifers  on  Dec.  15th  (dw).  Little- 
worth  Common,  150  on  Feb.  10th  (crac).  Wimbledon  Common  150  + 
on  Mar.  4th.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  two  on  Nov.  16th,  one  on 
26th  and  three  on  29th  (rea,kac). 

400  Serin 

M  Twickenham,  a  male  on  Mar.  15th  (bdh,ps). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  this  is  the  fourth  record 
for  the  London  Area.  The  first  tv/o  v/ere  in  1969. 
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401  Bullfinch 

At  Joydens  Wood,  Bexley,  where  numbers  were  far  higher  than  in 
previous  years,  83  were  ringed  (jdh).  Inner  London  breeding  records 
are  given  below. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  one  territory  in  each  park  (dab). 
Regent’s  Park,  at  least  two  pairs  bred  (jpw). 

404  Crossbill 

K  Greenwich  Park,  two  males  and  a  female  during  the  first  week  in  December 
(jam). 

S  Esher  Common,  one  seen  and  calls  indicated  that  more  were  present  on 
July  21st  (jrm). 

407  Chaffinch 

Migration  and  breeding-season  records  for  Inner  London  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  15  territories; 
easterly  movements  on  five  dates  between  Mar.  13th  and  Apr.  9th, 
maximum  of  65  E  on  Apr.  9th;  autumn  passage,  mainly  NW  from  Oct. 
6th  to  Nov.  6th,  maximum  50  W  on  Nov.  1st  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park, 
bred,  18  territories;  autumn  passage  Oct.  9th  to  Nov.  6th  with  heavy 
passage  on  Oct.  9th  when  234  flew  W  or  NW  (jpw).  St.  James’s  Park,  at 
least  one  pair  between  Feb.  and  June  22nd  (ehg). 

K  Northfleet,  526  flying  W  from  09.10  to  10.10  hrs  on  Oct.  26th  (lfw). 

408  Brambling 

Present  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  until  Apr.  28th,  the  largest 
concentrations  being  300  at  Chorleywood  on  Jan.  12th,  200  at  Osterley 
Park  on  Jan.  24th  and,  at  Beddington  S.F.  200  on  Jan.  29th,  400  on  Mar. 
4th  and  500  on  Mar.  3rd.  and  12th.  Present  again  from  the  second  week 
of  October,  but  numbers  at  any  locality  did  not  exceed  60.  Inner 
London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  singles  Mar.  20th  and  21st,  two  Mar. 
22nd,  singles  Apr.  30th,  Oct.  18th  and  Nov.  5th,  four  on  Nov.  6th;  on 
Nov.  1st,  Brambling  calls  were  heard  from  a  flock  of  c.  50  Chaffinches 
flying  W  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  a  female  on  Feb.  27th  (jpw). 

409  Yellowhammer 

The  largest  flock  reported  was  100  with  Bramblings  at  Chorleywood  on 
Jan.  12th  (dkc).  The  only  Inner  London  record  was  one  flying  over 
Hyde  Park  on  Nov.  2nd  (dab). 

410  Corn  Bunting 

A  hundred  roosting  at  Swanscombe  on  Jan.  1st  was  the  largest  number 
reported  (lfw).  At  Stone  in  March  the  maximum  was  only  20+ ,  where 
normally  60  to  80  would  be  present  at  that  time  of  year  (drg).  No 
significant  changes  in  breeding  status  were  reported. 

421  Reed  Bunting 

At  Potters  Bar  28  were  ringed  in  a  garden  in  February  and  March  (rfs). 
The  largest  number  reported  was  a  wintering  flock  of  400  at  Beddington 
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S.F.  in  Feb.  and  Mar.  (kco).  Inner  London  records  are  given  below 
and  include  the  second  instance  of  breeding  recorded  in  this  area. 

M  Hyde  Park,  two  flying  W  on  Oct.  1st;  Kensington  Gardens,  one  flying 
NW  on  Nov.  4th  (dab). 

S  Surrey  Docks,  present  throughout  Jan.  to  Mar.,  maximum  seven  on  Mar. 
30th;  three  singing  males  in  May  and  two  in  June;  one  pair  bred 
successfully;  up  to  six  from  Sept,  to  the  end  of  the  year  (rea,kac). 

424  House  Sparrow 

drg  again  estimated  the  numbers  using  three  roosts  at  Dartford  Marsh/ 
Littlebrook/Stone  throughout  the  year  the  figures  being:  3,000  Jan./Feb., 
1,500  Mar.,  500  Apr./May,  400  June,  1,000  July,  4,000  Aug.,  8,000 
Sept. /Oct. /Nov.,  11,000  Dec.  It  was  noted  that  the  numbers  did  not  fall 
after  the  stubble  had  been  ploughed  in  as  occurred  in  1973  (see  LBR  38 
for  1973,  p.64).  In  Inner  London  at  St.  Bride’s  churchyard,  EC4,  the 
numbers  using  a  long-established  rGost  in  Nov.  and  Dec.  were  regularly 
c.  1,000. 

425  Tree  Sparrow 

Large  numbers  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Waltham  Abbey,  400  in  Jan.  and  Feb.  (ebwps). 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  eight  flew  W  on  Sept. 
26th  and  singles  on  four  dates  in  Oct.  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  small 
autumn  passage  Oct.  1st  to  21st,  maximum  22  S  on  Oct.  1st  (jpw). 

K  Bromley  Common,  150+  on  Feb.  24th  (cpc).  Littlebrook,  200+  on  Feb. 
24th  (drg). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  200  on  Feb.  24th  and  Mar.  24th  (kco).  Surbiton,  300 
at  Hogsmill  S.F.  on  Jan.  27th  (wri). 
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Twenty -five  years  of  Duck  Counts 
in  the  London  Area 

R.  C.  Homes 

INTRODUCTION 

Synchronized  duck  counts  on  most  of  the  more  important  waters  in  the  London 
Area  were  first  organized  by  the  writer  in  the  winter  of  1938/39,  and  after  interruption 
by  the  War  were  resumed  in  the  winter  of  1947/48,  a  few  months  before  the 
national  counts  were  started  by  the  Wildfowl  Enquiry  Committee  of  the  British 
Section  of  the  International  Committee  for  Bird  Preservation.  The  London 
counts  were  at  once  merged  in  the  national  scheme,  which  was  later  taken  over 
by  the  (Severn)  Wildfowl  Trust. 

During  the  first  few  years  several  papers  on  the  progress  of  the  London  counts 
were  published,  culminating  in  a  ten-year  review  in  1958  (Homes  1949,  1952, 
1957,  1958).  No  subsequent  complete  account  has  appeared  until  now,  but 
brief  annual  summaries  have  been  made  under  the  respective  species  in  successive 
issues  cf  the  London  Bird  Report.  After  twenty-five  years  a  fuller  summary 
now  seems  appropriate,  especially  as  the  writer  has  since  handed  over  responsibility 
for  the  organization  of  the  scheme  to  Peter  Oliver,  the  present  chairman  of  the 
Ornithological  Records  Committee. 

It  is  now  so  long  since  the  original  list  of  waters  included  in  the  counts  was 
published  that  it  seems  worth  repeating  here. 

Essex:  King  George  V  and  Walthamstow  reservoirs. 

Herts.:  Elstree  reservoir;  Hamper  Mill,  Moor  Mill  and  Old  Parkbury  gravel 

pits. 

Middlx. :  Brent,  Grand  Junction,  Kempton,  King  George  VI,  Queen  Mary 
(Littleton),  Stain  Hill,  Staines  and  Stoke  Newington  reservoirs; 
Ashford  and  Feltham  gravel  pits;  Canons  Park  lake;  Hampstead  and 
Highgate  ponds;  Long  Water/Serpentine  and  Round  Pond,  Inner 
London. 

Kent :  Danson  and  Kelsey  Park  lakes ;  Ruxley  gravel  pit. 

Surrey:  Barn  Elms,  Chelsea  and  Lambeth,  Island  Barn,  Lonsdale  Road  and 

Walton  reservoirs;  Ham  and  Walton  gravel  pits;  Gatton,  Grange, 
Richmond  and  Wimbledon  Park  lakes;  South  Norwood  lake,  River 
Thames  from  Putney  to  Teddington. 

The  same  waters  have  been  counted  throughout  the  period  with  the  exception 
of  the  addition  of  William  Girling  reservoir  from  1951/52  and  Queen  Elizabeth 
II  reservoir  from  1962/63  and  the  omission  of  some  of  the  small  gravel  pits  where 
changed  conditions  had  resulted  in  duck  numbers  becoming  too  small  to  be  of 
any  importance.  The  inclusion  of  the  two  new  reservoirs  was  justified  because 
of  their  very  close  proximity  to  others  already  being  counted,  and  a  frequent 
interchange  of  birds  was  obviously  going  to  occur.  Wraysbury  reservoir  reached 
completion  too  late  in  the  period  to  affect  the  issue. 

It  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasized  that  the  counts  have  always  been  intended 
for  a  study  of  trends  and  comparative  annual  abundance,  and  not  as  an 
indication  of  absolute  numbers.  There  is  one  important  reservoir,  Hilfield  Park, 
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and  many  gravel  pits  and  lakes  that  are  not  included.  In  particular,  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  tidal  Thames  in  recent  years  have  resulted  in  very  large  numbers 
of  ducks  frequenting  the  reaches  below  London  (Grant  et  al.  1974).  There  has 
been  no  suggestion,  however,  that  these  have  reduced  the  numbers  coming  to 
the  reservoirs;  for,  apart  from  Mallard,  the  chief  species  at  the  reservoirs  have 
maintained  their  numbers  well,  and  those  that  have  decreased  most,  such  as 
Goosander  and  Smew,  have  not  shown  up  in  any  unusual  numbers  on  the  Thames. 
The  consistency  of  the  sample  sites  has  thus  been  maintained  as  far  as  possible; 
in  fact  there  are  few  groups  of  species  for  which  statistics  exist  unbroken  over 
such  a  long  period. 

The  question  of  interpolation  for  missed  or  incomplete  counts  was  discussed 
fully  in  the  ten-year  review  (Homes  1958:  p.  37)  and  is  not  repeated  here,  the 
only  amendment  to  the  procedure  being  the  substitution  of  12%  for  10%  as 
the  degree  of  interpolation  acceptable. 


METHOD  OF  ANALYSIS 

For  ease  of  comparison,  the  results  for  each  of  the  principal  species  are  presented 
in  four  columns.  In  the  first,  a  winter  figure  is  given  consisting  of  the  average 
of  not  less  than  three  of  the  monthly  counts  that  fulfil  the  conditions  of 
acceptability  for  interpolation.  Column  2  shows  the  maximum  count  during 
the  selected  period,  and  interpolation  is  always  within  the  laid  down  limits  unless 
a  figure  in  brackets  denotes  an  exception.  The  third  column  gives  an  average 
of  the  annual  figures  for  each  five-year  period,  with  the  number  of  years 
averaged  in  brackets.  The  final  column  gives  a  similar  five-year  average  for 
the  peak  counts. 

Obviously,  monthly  counts  may  sometimes  miss  the  winter  peak,  especially 
when  hard-weather  influxes  are  of  short  duration.  However,  in  this  paper,  we 
are  generally  concerned  with  ‘normal’  wintering  populations  rather  than 
exceptional  transitory  movements  that  occasionally  occur  towards  the  end  of 
the  season  before  dispersal.  Wintering  is  not  easy  to  define,  but  for  Mallard, 
Teal,  Wigeon,  Shoveler  and  Tufted  Duck,  it  has  been  taken  to  be  from  the 
beginning  of  November  to  the  end  of  February.  For  Pochard,  the  period  is 
slightly  shortened  to  the  middle  of  February,  as  dispersal  frequently  starts  earlier. 
For  Goosander,  Goldeneye  and  Smew,  wintering  has  been  taken  to  be  from 
mid-December  to  the  end  of  March. 

Even  within  these  limits  there  may  be  considerable  variations  from  year  to 
year  in  the  build-up  and  length  of  stay  of  the  largest  numbers,  and  it  is  for  these 
reasons  that  a  maximum  monthly  count  in  each  winter  has  been  included  as  an 
additional  indicator  of  trends. 

In  order  to  show  more  clearly  the  long-term  trends  over  the  period,  and  to 
smooth  out  the  effects  of  unusually  mild  or  severe  winters,  both  the  winter 
averages  and  maximum  counts  have  been  averaged  over  periods  of  five  years. 
To  avoid  constant  repetition,  the  five-year  periods  are  listed  below: 


First 

1947/48  to  1951/52 

Second 

1952/53  to  1956/57 

Third 

1957/58  to  1961/62 

Fourth 

1962/63  to  T  966/67 

Fifth 

1967/68  to  1971/72 
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Obviously  the  ducks  of  an  Area  even  as  rich  in  suitable  habitat  as  the  environs 
of  London  may  not  be  representative  of  the  British  population,  so  a  comparison 
has  been  made  with  the  results  of  the  national  sample  counts.  These  have  been 
calculated  on  a  rather  different  basis  because  the  seasonal  indices  take  into  account 
the  counts  from  September  to  March  inclusive  rather  than  the  mid-winter  period 
used  in  the  London  analysis  described  above.  The  first  full  season  of  the  national 
counts  started  one  year  later  than  London,  and  there  was  therefore  insufficient 
material  for  an  index  to  be  calculated  for  1947/48.  All  the  national  indices, 
which  are  calculated  only  for  the  six  commonest  species  (Mallard,  Teal,  Wigeon, 
Pochard,  Tufted  Duck  and  Shelduck),  are  related  to  a  master  winter  of  1959/60, 
for  which  the  index  for  all  species  is  taken  as  100. 


MALLARD 

During  the  first  five-year  period  the  extent  of  cover  of  the  sample  sites  was  not 
as  complete  as  later  on.  Those  monthly  counts  acceptable  suggest  slightly  higher 
figures  than  at  the  beginning  of  the  second  period,  though  lower  than  its  five-year 
average.  A  steady  build-up  took  place  from  1952/53  to  1958/59,  after  which 
there  appears  to  have  been  a  levelling-off  with  a  peak  winter  average  of  5,723 
in  1961/62.  In  1962/63  a  drop  of  about  7%  in  the  average  concealed  lower 
numbers  than  this  in  all  months  except  January,  when,  with  the  onset  of  a  very 
hard  winter,  the  highest  peak  yet  recorded  was  reached  with  7,068.  From  this 
point  a  steady  decline  occurred  which  was  too  prolonged  to  be  explained  entirely 
by  the  aftermath  of  the  severe  conditions.  The  lowest  point  may  well  have  been 
reached  in  1967/68  when  only  two  of  the  counts  were  reasonably  complete,  but 
the  lowest  acceptable  average  at  this  stage  was  3,306  in  1966/67.  A  slight 
recovery  two  years  later  gave  way  to  another  trough  in  1970/71  when  the  average 
was  only  2,909,  just  over  half  the  peak  in  1961/62.  The  winter  recovery  of 
1971/72  showed  an  improvement  of  about  12£%. 

The  five-year  averages  show  a  similar  pattern  with  a  peak  in  the  third  period 
and  an  average  in  the  last  five  years  of  just  under  60%  of  the  peak.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  there  has  been  a  serious  decline  in  recent  years  in  Mallard 
numbers  on  the  sample  waters  in  the  London  Area,  and  the  level  is  probably  very 
much  as  it  was  at  the  beginning  of  the  25-year  period  under  review. 

The  national  trend  shown  by  the  Wildfowl  Counts  has  been  very  different.  An 
index  based  on  the  winter  of  1959/60  (=100)  climbed  in  the  five  respective  five- 
year  periods  from  72,  through  78,  89  and  98,  to  106,  the  highest  point  having 
been  reached  in  1970/71  when  the  index  w?as  118  compared  with  a  low  of  67  in 
1948/49,  the  first  full  season  of  the  national  series.  How  far  the  contrast  between 
the  London  and  national  patterns  can  be  attributed  to  the  relatively  mild  winters 
which  have  persisted  since  1962/63  could  be  determined  only  after  an  exhaustive 
study  of  any  other  local  factors  that  may  be  affecting  either  the  food  supply  or 
breeding  season  success  in  the  London  Area.  It  may  well  be  significant,  however, 
that  in  the  winters  of  1961/62  and  1962/63,  when  the  w’eather  was  much  more 
severe,  the  London  figures  reached  respective  peaks  in  the  winter  averages  and 
the  maximum  counts.  In  1962/63,  on  the  other  hand,  the  national  index  was  the 
second  lowest  for  the  last  fifteen  years.  It  seems  reasonable  to  conclude  that 
in  very  hard  weather  Mallard  move  farther  south  and  west,  and  that  in  more 
open  conditions  many  do  not  reach  the  London  Area  even  though  the  national 
numbers  may  be  high. 
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1947/48 

1948/49 

1949/50 

1950/51 

1951/52 

Winter  average 

Five-year 

Maximum  count  winter  average 

4,417 

5,274  — 

Five-year 
winter  maximum 

1952/53 

3,444 

3,714 

1953/54 

4,107 

4,866 

1954/55 

4,650 

4,999 

1955/56 

5,012 

5,454 

1956/57 

5,438 

6,073 

4,530  (5) 

5,021 

1957/58 

_ 

5,674  (15%) 

1958/59 

5,674 

6,344 

1959/60 

— 

6,154 

1960/61 

— 

5,718 

1961/62 

5,723 

6,036 

5,698  (2) 

5,985 

1962/63 

5,313 

7,068 

1963/64 

5,076 

5,503 

1964/65 

4,818 

5,014 

1965/66 

4,588 

4,964 

1966/67 

3,306 

3,521 

4,620  (5) 

5,214 

1967/68 

_ 

1968/69 

3,670 

4,423  + 

1969/70 

3,540 

4,177 

1970/71 

2,909 

3,375 

1971/72 

3,286 

3,861 

3,354  (4) 

3,960 

TEAL 

The  movements  of  Teal  tend  to  be  much  more  erratic  than  those  of  Mallard, 
and  it  is  consequently  harder  to  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  conclusion  on  their 
changing  abundance.  In  The  Birds  of  the  London  Area  since  1900  totals  of  up 
to  853  are  mentioned  and  peak  flocks  in  single  localities  of  up  to  650.  The  wintering 
population  was,  however,  much  lower  than  this  at  the  beginning  of  our  25  years 
and  until  the  winter  of  1954/55,  when  numbers  were  consistently  much  higher 
throughout  the  winter  months  with  an  average  of  776  and  a  peak  of  866.  This 
improvement  was  maintained  for  the  next  two  winters  concluding  the  second 
five-year  period.  The  winter  averages  for  the  third  period  showed  a  slight  decline, 
masked  by  a  recovery  in  the  last  year,  1961/62,  when  new  heights  were  reached 
with  881  and  1,304  respectively.  Since  then,  with  small  fluctuations,  the  climb 
in  numbers  has  continued,  the  averages  for  the  fourth  and  fifth  periods  being 
850  and  1,019,  and  the  peak  winters  having  averages  of  between  1,100  and  1,200, 
with  a  maximum  monthly  count  of  1,750  in  January  1971. 

As  with  the  Mallard  there  is  little  correlation  between  the  London  and  the 
national  figures  until  the  last  five  years.  In  contrast  with  the  rising  trend  in 
London,  which  started  in  1954/55  and  has  continued  with  only  temporary  setbacks, 
the  five-year  average  indices  nationally  have  been  49,  59,  74,  55  and  58.  Apart 
from  100  in  1959/60,  which  was  the  base  year  and  exceptionally  good  for  this 
species,  the  national  index  has  only  once  exceeded  76  in  the  whole  25  years. 
Concealed  in  the  average  index  of  58  for  the  last  five  years  is,  however,  a  steady 
rise  from  46  to  64,  so  that  in  the  final  years  the  trends  were  broadly  similar. 
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Five-year 

Five-year 

Winter  average 

Maximum  count 

winter  average 

winter  maximum 

1947/48 

_ 

_ 

1948/49 

— 

— 

1949/50 

— 

— 

1950/51 

248 

307 

1951/52 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1952/53 

419 

510 

1953/54 

468 

610 

1954/55 

776 

866 

1955/56 

835 

1,252 

1956/57 

845 

1,168 

669  (5) 

881 

1957/58 

571 

638 

1958/59 

458 

672 

1959/60 

— 

668 

1960/61 

— 

472 

1961/62 

881 

1,304 

637  (3) 

751 

1962/63 

887 

1,030 

1963/64 

814 

1,097 

1964/65 

868 

1,252 

1965/66 

973 

1,465 

1966/67 

706 

888 

850  (5) 

1,146 

1967/68 

742 

1,081 

1968/69 

1,180 

1,227 

1969/70 

1,157 

1,609 

1970/71 

1,134 

1,750 

1971/72 

880 

1,088 

1,019  (5) 

1,351 

WIGEON 

\ 

As  an  inshore  and  coastal  species,  the  Wigeon  is  not  as  regular  inland  as  most 
of  the  other  ducks  that  are  now  being  considered,  except  on  flooded  grasslands 
such  as  the  Ouse  Washes.  During  the  25  years  under  review,  the  five-year 
average  totals  have  ranged  from  125  to  306  and  the  average  monthly  peak  from  a 
little  over  a  hundred  to  just  over  600.  The  highest  numbers  have  been  in  the 
winters  of  1954/55  to  1957/58  and  again  in  1960/61  and  1961/62,  and  the  lowest 
have  been  in  the  last  nine  years,  during  which  they  have  remained  relatively  stable. 

The  national  picture  is  very  different.  The  five-year  average  indices  from 
the  start  of  the  counts  up  to  the  winter  of  1966/67  deviated  from  100  by  no  more 
than  7  %,  although  there  was  a  steady  rise  above  this  level  from  that  winter  until 
1969/70  when  the  index  reached  137.  After  a  slight  dip  the  following  winter, 
it  reverted  to  137  in  1971/72. 

The  London  numbers  are  such  a  small  proportion  of  the  total  British  population 
that  too  much  cannot  be  made  of  the  discrepancy.  In  recent  years  Wigeon 
have  become  regular  in  large  numbers  on  the  Ouse  Washes  and  some  of  the  newer 
reservoirs,  and  it  may  be  that  increasing  development  and  disturbance  have  made 
grazing  conditions  near  the  London  reservoirs  less  attractive.  Equally  the 
succession  of  mild  winters  may  have  been  a  factor  in  reducing  movement  away 
from  more  exposed  conditions. 
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Five-year 

Five-year 

Winter  average 

Winter  maximum 

winter  average 

winter  maximum 

1947/48 

218 

353 

1948/49 

— 

337 

1949/50 

— 

109 

1950/51 

— 

420 

1951/52 

192 

286 

— 

301 

1952/53 

130 

165 

1953/54 

— 

— 

1954/55 

313 

413 

1955/56 

342 

603  + 

1956/57 

438 

501 

306  (3) 

420 

1957/58 

_ 

447 

1958/59 

140 

185 

1959/60 

87 

114 

1960/61 

261 

540 

1961/62 

269 

572 

189  (4) 

372 

1962/63 

187 

296 

1963/64 

137 

167 

1964/65 

— 

166 

1965/66 

167 

253 

1966/67 

141 

254 

158  (3) 

228 

1967/68 

108 

167 

1968/69 

156 

289 

1969/70 

120 

209 

1970/71 

124 

188 

1971/72 

119 

231 

125  (5) 

217 

SHOVELER 

The  pattern  of  Shoveler  numbers  in  the  Area  is  quite  different  from  the  story  of 
the  other  species  of  duck.  For  the  first  twenty  years  there  was  an  extraordinary 
consistency,  the  five-year  averages  varying  only  between  63  and  70.  Individual 
years  obviously  fluctuated  more  widely,  ranging  from  38  to  117  in  the  last  year 
when  the  pattern  had  already  begun  to  change.  It  must  be  remembered  that 
synchronization  of  counts  with  peak  numbers  in  any  particular  year  is  purely 
a  matter  of  chance,  which  is  why  the  five-year  or  any  other  period  averages  are 
the  more  important  for  a  detection  of  trends.  In  the  final  five  years  there  has 
been  a  considerable  change,  with  the  average  for  the  period  jumping  to  276  and 
with  a  monthly  peak  up  from  174  in  1967  to  449  in  1972.  Earlier  in  the  25-year 
run  the  peak  in  any  one  year  often  did  not  reach  three  figures. 

Within  the  general  picture  of  a  dramatic  jump  in  wintering  numbers  there  is 
also  apparently  a  greater  tendency  for  the  numbers  to  remain  more  constant 
throughout  the  winter,  whereas  at  one  time  the  highest  were  often  during  the 
migration  periods  of  October  and  early  November. 

Seasonal  indices  for  Shoveler  have  not  been  published  nationally  in  view  of  the 
smaller  numbers  involved,  but  confirmation  of  the  increasing  winter  population 
is  provided  by  the  British  contribution  to  the  International  Wildfowl  Census 
in  January  each  year  which  was  first  held  in  1967.  After  fluctuating  between 
1,958  and  3,106  in  the  years  1967  to  1971  inclusive,  the  highest  figure  being  in 
the  last  year,  the  British  count  rose  to  4,759  in  1972. 
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Five-year  Five-year 

Winter  average  Winter  maximum  winter  average  winter  maximum 


1947/48 

1948/49 

1949/50 

1950/51 

1951/52 

81. 

51 

72 

104 

—  (187  in  Mar) 
100 

71  (77  in  Mar) 

82 

68  (3) 

89 

1952/53 

38 

48 

1953/54 

70 

96 

1954/55 

46 

63 

1955/56 

92 

159 

1956/57 

67 

138 

63  (5) 

101 

1957/58 

41 

63 

1958/59 

59 

68 

1959/60 

—  (high)  — ■ 

1960/61 

99 

137 

1961/62 

82 

106 

70  (4) 

93 

1962/63 

41 

80 

1963/64 

37 

55 

1964/65 

— 

— 

1965/66 

78 

101 

1966/67 

117 

174 

68  (4) 

102 

1967/68 

— 

_ 

1968/69 

150 

185 

1969/70 

229 

300 

1970/71 

353 

409 

1971/72 

374 

449 

276  (4) 

336 

TUFTED  DUCK 

Readers  of  previous  London  Bird  Reports  will  know  that  Tufted  Ducks  have 
increased  over  the  years  as  winter  visitors  to  the  Area.  Naturally  there  are 
fluctuations  from  year  to  year,  but  the  trend  is  brought  out  clearly  in  the  five-year 
averages,  each  of  which  has  exceeded  the  previous  one,  rising  from  2,135  in  the 
first  period  to  4,056  in  the  last.  The  biggest  increases  were  in  the  second  and 
third  periods  buh  latterly  there  have  been  some  very  high  monthly  counts  in 
January,  notably  6,632  in  1963  and  6,018  in  1971.  As  with  other  diving  ducks, 
the  recording  of  such  high  numbers  particularly  depends  to  some  extent  on  the 
timing  of  the  counts  in  relation  to  weather  conditions  further  east,  because  it 
seems  almost  certain  that  the  big  influxes  come  from  the  Low  Countries  rather 
than  from  further  north.  It  is  worth  noting  that  incomplete  counts  in  the  past 
have  revealed  concentrations  that  in  total  might  have  rivalled  the  figures  quoted, 
especially  in  December  1938,  January  1945  and  the  winter  of  1946/47.  The 
long-term  trend  over  the  period  seems  however  to  be  quite  clear  irrespective  of  the 
incidence  of  hard  weather  movements,  most  of  the  winters  in  the  second  half  of 
the  whole  period  having  been  generally  mild. 

There  is  a  remarkably  close  correlation  between  the  London  and  national 
trends  for  the  wintering  population  of  this  species.  If  the  London  five-year  winter 
averages  are  expressed  as  an  index  based  on  the  London  average  for  the  winter 
of  1959/60  as  100,  this  being  the  master  year  for  the  national  index,  the 
comparative  indices  are  as  follows: 


National 

London 

1947/48  to  1951/52 

60 

54 

1952/53  to  1956/57 

79 

74 

1957/58  to  1961/62 

98 

89 

1962/63  to  1966/67 

101 

94 

1967/68  to  1971/72 

110 

102 
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Winter  average  Maximum  count 


Five-year 
winter  average 


Five-year 
winter  maximum 


1947/48 

2,260 

1948/49 

— 

1949/50 

— 

1950/51 

1,988 

1951/52 

2,157 

2,692  + 

2,789 

2,328  2,135  (3)  2,603 


1952/53 

2,514 

2,950 

1953/54 

2,095 

2,800  + 

1954/55 

3,011 

3,288  + 

1955/56 

3,877 

5,186 

1956/57 

3,325 

4,076 

2,964  (5) 

3,660 

1957/58 

3.725 

4,245 

1958/59 

— 

— 

1959/60 

3,985 

4,779 

1960/61 

— 

2,435 

1961/62 

2,977 

3,283 

3,562  (3) 

3,685 

1962/63 

4,399 

6,632 

1963/64 

4,023 

5,517 

1964/65 

—  (low) 

— 

1965/66 

3,610 

4,999 

1966/67 

2,981 

4,434 

3,753  (4) 

5,395 

1967/68 

_ 

2,499 

1968/69 

2,911 

3,739  + 

1969/70 

3,923 

5,174 

1970/71 

4,600 

6,018 

1971/72 

4,790 

5,577 

4,056  (4) 

4,601 

POCHARD 

The  series  of  counts  started  with  exceptionally  high  numbers  in  1947/48,  when 
there  were  a  winter  average  of  1,823  and  a  monthly  peak  of  2,689.  Following 
the  severe  winter  of  1946/47,  for  which  no  complete  counts  are  available  but 
when  very  large  flocks  occurred  in  the  Thames  valley,  it  is  tempting  to  assume 
that  a  new  pattern  of  wintering  was  started  and  birds  later  returned  to  the  same 
wintering  area  as  in  the  previous  winter.  Be  that  as  it  may,  counts  were  too 
incomplete  in  the  next  three  winters  for  any  conclusions  to  be  drawn.  The  second 
five-year  period  was  a  good  time  for  Pochard  without,  however,  rivalling 
1947/48.  Unfortunately  inadequate  data  prevent  any  conclusions  being  drawn 
for  the  third  period,  but  in  the  last  ten  years  of  the  survey  numbers  were 
substantially  higher  than  in  the  second  period,  and  the  winter  of  1946/47  was 
finally  surpassed  in  1970/71,  when  there  was  an  average  of  2,180  and  a  monthly 
peak  of  4,145.  On  two  previous  occasions  the  monthly  peak  of  1947/48  had  been 
exceeded  but  not  the  winter  average. 

Over  the  country  as  a  whole  Pochard  have  shown  a  general  tendency  to 
increase  throughout  the  25  years,  the  five-year  averages  for  the  national  index 
rising  from  67  to  92,  108,  157  and  171.  As  already  shown,  there  are  inadequate 
data  for  London  for  the  first  and  third  periods  for  any  detailed  comparison,  but 
it  is  interesting  that  the  biggest  jump  nationally  came  in  the  fourth  period  and 
more  specifically  in  1965/66,  which  was  a  good  year  also  in  London.  Otherwise 
the  trends  are  not  very  close,  and  in  1969/70  and  1971/72  when  the  national 
indices  were  very  high  at  192  and  193  respectively,  the  London  figures  were  well 
below  the  best  years.  All  that  can  be  drawn  is  a  very  broad  conclusion  that 
higher  figures  in  the  last  ten  years  apply  both  to  London  and  the  rest  of  the 
country. 
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Five-year 

Five-year 

Winter  average 

Maximum  count 

winter  average 

winter  maximum 

1947/48 

1,823 

2,689 

1948/49 

— 

— 

1949/50 

— 

— 

1950/51 

— 

1,532 

1951/52 

672 

979 

— 

— 

1952/53 

607 

786 

1953/54 

— 

1,078  + 

19-54/55 

887 

1,140  + 

1955/56 

1,259 

1,313  + 

1956/57 

1,526 

1,966 

1,070  (4) 

1,257 

1957/58 

— 

_ 

1958/59 

— 

— 

1959/60 

750 

est.  1,800 

1960/61 

— 

— 

1961/62 

— 

1,598 

— 

— 

1962/63 

1,772 

2,814 

1963/64 

1,373 

2,318 

1964/65 

— 

— 

1965/66 

1,479 

3,165 

1966/67 

1,029 

1,688 

1,413  (4) 

2,496 

1967/68 

— 

_ 

1968/69 

837 

1,029 

1969/70 

1,114 

1,353 

1970/71 

2,180 

4,145 

1971/72 

1,348 

1,561 

1,370  (4) 

2,022 

GOLDENEYE 

Goldeneye  occurrences  have  been  less  complicated  than  those  of  most  of  the 
other  ducks.  Until  the  end  of  the  third  five-year  period  in  1961/62  the  highest 
monthly  count  was  70,  which  was  in  that  winter.  Since  then  there  has  been  a 
distinct  increase  with  the  peaks  ranging  from  77  in  1966/67  to  141  in  the  last  winter 
of  the  series,  1971/72.  The  last  three  five-year  average  peaks  have  been 
progressively  52,  89  and  121,  showing  that  there  has  been  a  general  winter 
increase  and  not  only  at  peak  periods.  In  view  of  the  smaller  numbers  involved 
maximum  counts  only  in  each  winter  are  given  in  the  table. 

There  are  no  national  indices  for  this  species,  doubtless  for  the  same  reason 
that  winter  averages  have  not  been  calculated  for  London.  Since  the  beginning 
in  1967  of  the  International  Wildfowl  Census  in  every  January  the  British  count 
has  grown  from  6,942  in  1967  to  10,432  in  1972,  an  increase  of  50  %.  Over  the  same 
period  the  London  figures  rose  by  32  %,  so  it  is  evident  that  the  improvement  has 
been  not  only  local  but  part  of  a  general  increase  in  wintering  numbers  in  Britain. 


1947/48  to  1956/57  Counts  inadequate. 

Maximum  Count 


1957/58 

1958/59 

1959/60 

1960/61 

1961/62 


53 
43 
40 
c.  52 
70 


Five-year  Winter  Maximum 


52 


1962/63 

1963/64 

1964/65 

1965/66 

1966/67 

106 

81 

93 

90 

77 

89 

1967/68 

107 

1968/69 

115 

1969/70 

108 

1970/71 

132 

1971/72 

141 

121 
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GOOSANDER 

The  London  Area  was  once  known  as  one  of  the  chief  wintering  grounds  in 
England  of  Goosander  and  Smew.  Both  species  are,  however,  currently  at  a  very 
low  ebb  as  winter  visitors.  Goosander  five-year  averages  range  from  119  at  the 
outset,  through  236  and  213  in  the  next  two  periods  to  a  steep  descent  to  176  and 
62  in  the  last  two.  Monthly  maxima  have  followed  a  similar  course  though 
reaching  the  highest  point  in  the  middle  of  the  third  period,  when  there  were 
468  at  one  time  in  the  winter  of  1959/60. 

National  comparisons  are  only  possible  for  the  last  five  years  of  our  period  after 
the  International  counts  started.  In  the  years  1967  to  1972,  these  were  lowest 
in  1968  and  more  stable  at  about  double  the  level  of  that  year  from  1969  to  1972. 
Since  the  London  figures  have  shown  little  signs  of  recovery  it  would  seem  that 
the  long  succession  of  mild  winters  has  broken  the  earlier  tradition  of  the  London 
reservoirs  as  an  important  wintering  area.  It  is  perhaps  noteworthy  that  the  peak 
count  of  1962/63  in  the  London  Area  was  higher  than  the  whole  national  count  for 
January,  1968,  whereas  in  1971/72,  the  last  winter  of  our  series,  the  peak  London 
count  was  under  6%  of  the  national  count  in  January,  1972.  It  remains  to  be 
seen  whether  another  very  hard  winter  would  increase  the  London  wintering 
population  again  and  lead  to  a  resumption  of  the  regular  wintering  habit  on  a 
larger  scale. 


Five-year 

Five-year 

Winter  average 

Maximum  count 

winter  average 

winter  maximum 

1947/48 

110 

1948/49 

— 

1949/50 

119 

141 

1950/51 

— 

155 

1951/52 

127 

163 

119  (3) 

153 

1952/53 

209 

248 

1953/54 

— 

201 

1954/55 

170 

205 

1955/56 

343 

409 

1956/57 

222 

288 

236  (4) 

270 

1957/58 

— 

314  + 

1958/59 

c.  193 

c.  342 

1959/60 

c.  329 

468 

, 

1960/61 

200 

240  + 

1961/62 

129 

188  + 

213  (4) 

310 

1962/63 

488 

888 

1963/64 

61 

140 

1964/65 

— 

— 

1965/66 

92 

115 

1966/67 

63 

98 

176  (4) 

310 

1967/68 

— 

108 

1968/69 

43 

51 

1969/70 

89 

135 

1970/71 

— 

— 

1971/72 

54 

73 

62  (3) 

91 

SMEW 

•w 

As  mentioned  under  Goosander,  the  numbers  of  Smew  have  decreased 
considerably,  and  it  is  perhaps  significant  that  this  trend  started  at  almost  the 
same  time  for  both  species.  Until  1955/56  Smew  were  in  quite  good  numbers 
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for  a  duck  that  is  never  common  in  the  south  of  England,  and  peak  monthly 
counts  ranged  from  102  to  190,  being  still  in  the  170s  in  the  last  two  of  the  winters. 
In  1956/57,  however,  there  w7as  a  drop  to  93  and  thereafter  the  peak  never 
exceeded  81  except  for  108  in  1965/66.  Following  that  winter,  in  the  succeeding 
six,  the  peak  never  exceeded  55  and  has  fallen  as  low7  as  24. 


Five-year 

Five-year 

Maximum 

winter 

Maximum 

winter 

count  ‘ 

average 

count 

average 

1947/48 

189 

• 

1962/63 

77 

1948/49 

— 

1963/64 

— 

1949/50 

102 

1964/65 

81 

1950/51 

184 

1965/66 

108 

1951/52 

103 

144 

1966/67 

49 

79 

1952/53 

190 

- 

1967/68 

48 

1953/54 

1374- 

1968/69 

29 

1954/55 

179  + 

1969/70 

55 

1955/56 

174-1- 

1970/71 

29 

1956/57 

93 

155 

1971/72 

24 

37 

1957/58 

— 

1958/59 

56 

1959/60 

70  + 

1960/61 

36 

1961/62 

55 

54 

The  peak  monthly  totals  nationally  during  the  period  of  the  census  have 
ranged  from  47  to  544,  with  a  tendency  for  numbers  to  continue  to  decrease.  A 
comparison  of  the  national  five-year  averages  for  peak  winter  numbers  with 
those  for  London  is  interesting: 


National 

London 

1947/48  to  1951/52 

111 

144 

v  1952/53  to  1956/57 

319 

155 

1957/58  to  1961/62 

161 

54 

1962/63  to  1966/67 

146 

79 

1967/68  to  1971/72 

82 

37 

The  importance  of  the  London  Area  as  a  wintering  ground  for  this  species 
dates  only  from  the  1920s  and  became  more  pronounced  in  and  after  the  winter 
of  1938/39,  when  117  were  seen  on  the  Molesey  group  of  reservoirs.  The  decline 
in  the  importance  of  London  is  not  just  the  effect  of  a  succession  of  mild  winters, 
as  can  be  demonstrated  by  the  national  peak  winter  of  1955/56  when  the  national 
count  reached  544  but  London  did  not  share  in  the  general  increase.  More 
recently  the  sharp  drop  in  numbers  in  the  London  Area  has  only  been  a  reflection 
of  the  national  decline. 


DISCUSSION 

The  concentrations  of  wildfowl  on  the  reservoirs,  gravel  pits  and  lakes  of  the 
London  Area  are  as  large  as  any  elsew'here  in  the  country.  The  numbers  of  duck 
in  the  winter  are  regularly  over  10,000  and  at  peak  periods,  as  in  the  hard  winter 
of  1962/63,  have  reached  close  on  19,000  on  the  waters  included  in  the  monthly 
counts.  Bearing  in  mind  that  these  do  not  include  all  the  suitable  sites,  there 
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can  be  no  doubt  that  the  peak  population  in  hard  weather  at  times  easily  exceeds 
20,000,  although  it  must  be  remembered  that  in  icy  conditions  the  smaller  waters 
freeze  up  before  the  reservoirs  and  the  importance  of  the  latter  then  as  refuges 
becomes  even  greater.  Under  such  conditions  more  ducks  are  also  found  on 
the  Thames,  and  it  is  important  to  remember  that  this  discussion  does  not  include 
the  very  substantial  numbers  of  wildfowl  that  now  frequent  the  Thames  below 
London  under  quite  normal  conditions,  a  habit  which  only  developed  with 
improvements  in  the  oxygen  levels  in  the  river  towards  the  end  of  the  period  under 
review. 

If  the  waters  included  in  the  counts  were  considered  as  a  single  site  they  would 
qualify  as  a  ‘Wetland  of  International  Importance’  according  to  the  criteria 
adopted  in  1974  by  the  signatory  nations  to  the  Ramsar  Convention  when  they 
met  at  Heiligenhafen  at  the  Fifth  International  Conference  on  the  Conservation 
of  Wetlands  and  Waterfowl.  Great  Britain  was  among  the  34  countries 
represented  at  government  level.  Although  artificial  habitats,  the  reservoirs  are 
of  great  importance  in  helping  to  compensate  for  the  loss  of  natural  wetlands 
by  drainage  and  reclamation.  Over  twenty  species  of  ducks  have  been  recorded 
and  in  origin  they  come  from  the  northern  parts  of  Europe  from  Iceland  to 
Russia,  as  well  as  from  other  parts  of  Britain,  illustrating  their  international 
significance. 

The  factors  determining  site  preferences  for  certain  reservoirs  by  individual 
species  have  already  been  discussed  in  some  detail  in  The  Birds  of  the  London  Area 
since  1900  (1957)  and  by  Atkinson-Willes  (1963).  The  main  principles  are  still 
more  or  less  the  same.  The  largest  number  of  surface-feeders  prefer  the  large, 
deep  waters  for  shelter  during  the  day,  flighting  out  at  night  to  feed  on  gravel 
pits,  sewage  farms  and  the  remaining  open  country.  The  diving  ducks,  on  the 
other  hand,  prefer  shallower  waters  for  feeding  but  use  the  deeper  waters  for 
shelter  when  disturbed.  This  broad  pattern  inevitably  varies  according  to 
changes  in  water  level,  availability  of  plant  and  animal  life,  and  disturbance  in 
various  forms. 

If  we  accept  that  man  should  use  every  reasonable  means  of  minimizing  the 
harmful  effect  of  his  activities  on  wildlife,  then  it  is  essential  that  the  competing 
demands  on  the  reservoirs  for  water-sports,  sailing  and  other  activities  should  be 
studied  in  the  context  of  wildfowl  conservation  based  on  accurate  information 
and  research.  Wildfowl  are  often  very  traditional  in  their  movements  and  there 
is  a  very  good  case  for  giving  complete  protection  on  the  more  important  sites 
that  have  been  favoured  over  a  long  period  and  for  concentrating  other  activities 
on  newer  reservoirs  where  there  has  not  been  time  for  any  tradition  to  develop. 
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LBR:31  1966 

295  Bearded  Tit 

H  Stanborough  Reedmarsh,  two  pairs  bred,  rearing  at  least  seven  young, 
a  first-breeding  record  for  both  the  LNHS  Area  and  Hertfordshire  (twg). 


LBR:33  1968 

295  Bearded  Tit 

H  Stanborough  Reedmarsh,  two  pairs  bred,  rearing  at  least  five  young  (twg). 

LBR:34  1969 

394  Siskin 

E  Warren  Wood,  Epping  Forest,  two  birds  in  association  with  Redpolls 
on  Aug.  5th  were  accompanied  by  a  very  fresh,  close-following  juvenile 
(dimw).  This  is  the  first  acceptable  evidence  of  likely,  if  not  proven, 
breeding  within  the  London  Area. 


LBR:36  1971 

181  Sanderling 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  May  16th  (rbh). 

295  Bearded  Tit 

H  Stanborough  Reedmarsh,  two  pairs  nested,  but  no  young  were  fledged 
(twg). 

LBR:37  1972 

70  Goosander 

M  The  maximum  at  Staines  Res.  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  76  on 
Feb.  6th  (agd). 

139  Grey  Plover  f 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  six  on  Nov.  5th  (rbh). 
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151  Whimbrel 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  28  on  Aug.  6th  (rbh). 

207  Little  Gull 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  7th  (agd).  Park  Royal,  one  on  Aug.  2nd  (agd). 

295  Bearded  Tit 

H  Stanborough  Reedmarsh,  two  pairs  began  nesting,  but  the  reed-bed  was 
destroyed  by  fire  (twg). 

391  Hawfinch 

M  Copse  Wood,  Ruislip,  a  pair  on  June  16th  (cb). 

LBR:38  1973 

5  Great  Crested  Grebe 

H  Correction.  Delete  the  reference  to  Aldenham  Res.,  the  record  for  which 
is  included  under  Elstree  Res. 

7  Slavonian  Grebe 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  22nd  (agd). 

47  Garganey 

M  Stanwellmoor  G.P.,  two  on  July  29th  (mjr). 

55  Scaup 

M  Brent  Res.,  a  female  on  Nov.  18th  (lab). 

61  Long-tailed  Duck 

M  Brent  Res.,  the  bird  present  in  Dec.  remained  until  29th. 

70  Goosander 

S  Walton  Res.,  a  female  ringed  Dec.  10th  1971  was  found  drowned  in  a  fish 
net  at  Linkoping,  Ostergotland,  Sweden,  58°  25'  N,  15°  35'  E,  in  Nov. 
1973  (hrg). 

86  Bewick’s  Swan 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  two  adults  Mar.  6th  (mjr). 

143  Turnstone 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  May  16th  and  two  on  Aug.  24th  (rbh). 

151  Whimbrel 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  on  Aug.  23rd  (rbh). 


ADDITIONS  AND  CORRECTIONS 
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157  Wood  Sandpiper 

M  Stanwellmoor  G.P.,  one  on  July  29th  (mjr). 

159  Common  Sandpiper 

M  Correction.  The  peak  autumn  numbers  were  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  not 
Ponders  End  S.F. 

S  Correction.  The  autumn  maximum  was  16  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  Aug. 
27th  (rbh). 

165  Greenshank 

M  Correction.  The  max.  of  eight  on  Aug.  20th  was  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F., 

,  not  Ponders  End  S.F. 

181  Sanderling 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  30th  and  two  on  Dec.  2nd  (rbh). 

201  Common  Gull 

S  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  one  found  dead  on  Nov.  18th  had  been  ringed 
as  a  pullus  on  June  8th  the  same  year  at  Sipelgarahu,  Matsalu,  Estonia 
(hrg). 

211  Kittiwake 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  slightly  oiled  on  Feb.  26th  (mjr). 

212  Black  Tern 

M  Brent  Res.,  three  on  Aug.  14th  and  three  (with  Sandwich  Terns)  on 
Sept.  9th  (lab). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  May  3rd  and  five  on  May  16th  and  17th  (rbh). 

222  Little  Tern 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  Apr.  29th  (rbh). 

223  Sandwich  Tern 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  flew  off  W.  July  29th  (mjr).  W.  Ealing,  at  least 
two  adults  and  one  juvenile  heard  calling  but  not  seen  at  17.15  hrs.  on 
Sept.  9th  (agd).  Brent  Res.,  42  on  Sept.  9th  (lab). 

224  Razorbill 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  Oct.  22nd  (mjr). 

249  Short-eared  Owl 

H  Ruislip,  one  on  Dec.  2nd  flew  off  S  (cb). 

■» 

261  Hoopoe 

H  Park  Wood,  one  on  May  27th  (ph,jjs). 
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274  Swallow 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  a  late  bird  on  Nov.  14th  (rbh). 

275  Red-rumped  Swallow 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  May  17th  (rjj).  Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities 
Committee,  this  is  the  third  record  for  London  Area  this  century. 

295  Bearded  Tit 

H  Stanborough  Reedmarsh,  one  pair  was  seen  carrying  nest  material,  but 
the  reed-bed  was  again  destroyed  by  fire  (twg). 

307  Ring  Ouzel 

M  Correction.  One  on  Apr.  27th  was  at  Ponders  End  S.F.,  not  Perry  Oaks 
S.F.  (kdm). 

343  Blackcap 

M  Inner  London:  Correction.  Date  of  Bloomsbury  record  should  read  Sept. 
27th  not  Feb.  27th. 

374  Richard’s  Pipit 

H  Latton  Common,  Harlow,  one  on  Oct.  25th  flew  off  W  (hpm).  The 
seventh  record  for  the  London  Area  this  century. 

382c  Grey-headed  Wagtail 

M  Correction.  Delete  Darland’s  Lake  record. 

422  Lapland  Bunting 

H  Latton  Common,  Harlow,  one  on  Oct.  23rd  (hpm).  The  sixth  record  for 
the  London  Area  this  century. 


list  of  contributors 

We  apologise  for  spelling  Miss  M.  M.  Heather’s  name  incorrectly  as  Hoather. 
We  also  regret  omitting  L.  K.  Wilkinson,  J.  P.  Widgery  and  other  names  at  the 
end  of  the  list. 


Notes  for  Contributors 


The  Editor  welcomes  papers,  short  notes  and  photographs  relating  to  the 
ornithology  of  the  London  Area,  and  will  be  pleased  to  advise  authors  on  the 
acceptability  of  material  at  draft  stage  if  desired. 

Manuscripts  All  texts  must  be  typewritten,  double-spaced  on  A4  paper,  using 
one  side  of  the  sheet  only.  A  wide  left-hand  margin  is  essential.  Lines  should 
be  full-out,  except  for  new  paragraphs  and  turned  lines  in  lists.  Underlining 
should  be  restricted  to  words  to  be  set  in  italics.  Tables  and  captions  must  be 
typed  on  separate  sheets. 

Style  English  names  of  birds  and  animals  require  initial  capitals  except  after 
a  hyphen,  but  group  names  and  flowers  do  not.  Scientific  names  should  be 
underlined  for  italics,  but  only  the  first  (generic)  name  needs  an  initial  capital. 
Their  use  in  the  text  is  optional  if  listed  in  A  Species  List  of  British  and  Irish  Birds. 
Dates  should  take  the  form  Apr.  28th,  1976;  numbers  under  eleven  should  be 
spelt  out  in  text;  fractions  should  be  decimalized;  and,  whenever  possible,  metric 
equivalents  should  be  given  in  brackets  after  English  measurements.  Optional 
spellings  should  adopt  the  forms  recommended  by  Fowler  and/or  the  Oxford 
English  Dictionary.  Abbreviations  should  be  standard.  Full  points  should  be 
omitted  from  well-known  initials,  such  as  BTO,  LNHS  and  RSPB,  but  retained 
in  "e.g.’,  ‘i.e.’  and  ‘ et  aE  Quotation  marks,  if  used,  should  be  single  not  double. 
Publications  should  not  be  in  quotes,  but  underlined  for  italics.  Parenthesis  within 
brackets  should  be  avoided.  References  need  to  adopt  the  following  style: 

Parslow,  J,  1967.  Changes  in  status  among  breeding  birds  in  Britain  and 
Ireland.  Brit.  Birds  60:  276-7 . 

Parslow,  j,  1973.  Breeding  Birds  of  Britain  and  Ireland.  Berkhamsted. 

Illustrations  Figures,  graphs  and  photographs  in  papers  must  be  kept  to  the 
minimum.  Artwork  should  not  be  prepared  until  size  of  reproduction  is  known 
and  the  editor  has  been  consulted. 

Photographs  Prints  submitted  for  reproduction  on  the  front  cover  and  inside 
pages  must  allow  sufficient  background  for  masking  and  blockmaking.  If  sent 
by  post,  they  must  be  packed  in  thick  board. 

Proofs  Authors  of  papers  and  short  notes  will  be  sent  proofs,  but  only  mistakes 
by  the  Printers  may  be  changed  at  this  stage. 

Reprints  Up  to  25  free  reprints  of  papers  are  provided,  if  ordered  in  advance  by 
authors.  Larger  quantities  are  charged  at  cost. 

All  material  for  publication  should  be  submitted  direct  to  the  Editor,  K  C  Osborne, 
8  Ellice  Road,  Oxted,  Surrey,  RH8  OPY  (Telephone  Oxted  4582). 
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London  Natural  History  Society 

The  Society  publishes  the  ornithological  and  natural  history  records  of  the  London 
Area  within  a  20-mile  radius  of  St.  Paul's  Cathedral. 

It  particularly  welcomes  new  members  -  experts  and  beginners  alike  -  and  it 
provides  an  extensive  programme  of  lectures  and  films  throughout  the  year,  weekly 
field  meetings,  week-end  trips,  special  surveys  and  field-work.  It  publishes  a 
regular  bird  Bulletin  and  general  Newsletter,  which  give  up-to-the-minute  inform¬ 
ation  on  bird  migration  and  other  topics,  a  twice-yearly  Programme  of  activities, 
and  the  annual  London  Bird  Report  and  London  Naturalist.  It  has  a  large  lending 
library  of  natural  history  books  and  reading  circles  for  circulating  scientific  journals 
at  a  fraction  of  their  cost;  and  it  will  advise  on  evening  classes  in  ornithology  and 
other  subjects. 

Many  individual  interests  are  catered  for:  ornithology,  ecology,  botany,  mammal 
study,  nature  conservation,  geology,  archaeology,  entomology,  rambling  and 
local  groups. 

Yearly  subscriptions  range  from  £4  (full  member)  to  £2  (under-18,  or  full  time 
student  under  25).  Additional  family  members  pay  only  £1.25.  Cheques  and 
postal  orders  should  be  made  payable  to  the  London  Natural  History  Society 
and  sent  to  the  membership  secretary,  Mrs.  Barbara  Barrett,  21  Green  Way, 
Frinton-on-Sea,  Essex,  C013  9AL,  who  will  be  pleased  to  send  details  of  convenants 
and  payment  by  banker's  order. 
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Introduction 

The  Society  organizes  a  continuous  programme  of  research.  In  this  issue  the 
results  of  three  recent  inquiries  are  presented  by  Bryan  Sage  and  Lionel  Cornelius 
(Rook  census),  Peter  Oliver  (Great  Crested  Grebe  census)  and  Peter  Strangeman 
(House  Martin  census). 

At  the  turn  of  the  century  when  W.  H.  Hudson  wrote  Birds  in  London,  there 
were  rookeries  even  in  the  heart  of  London.  The  decline  of  the  Rook  in  recent 
years  is  particularly  disheartening,  for,  in  the  last  thirty  years  alone,  a  decrease 
of  over  60  per  cent  has  taken  place.  In  contrast,  the  Great  Crested  Grebe  has 
shown  a  substantial  increase,  benefiting  undoubtedly  from  gravel  pits,  and  since 
1972  it  has  become  established  (despite  its  shyness)  as  a  regular  breeding  species 
in  two  Central  London  parks.  House  Martins  are  prone  to  many  factors  affecting 
population  levels,  and  it  is  particularly  satisfying  to  note  the  sustained  increases 
recorded  in  Peter  Strangeman’s  sample  census  areas. 

In  another  paper,  Roy  Alderton  brings  us  up-to-date  on  the  birds  of  the  Surrey 
Docks,  perhaps  one  of  the  most  remarkable  sites  of  ornithological  interest  in 
recent  times. 


NEW  LITERATURE 

A  valued  addition  to  the  ornithological  literature  of  the  London  Area,  The 
Thames  Transformed  by  Jeffery  Harrison  and  Peter  Grant  (Andre  Deutsch  1976), 
is  a  fully  detailed  and  major  reference  on  the  bird  life  and  natural  history  of  the 
Lower  Thames,  its  estuary  and  the  North  Kent  marshes. 

Published  annually,  Bird  Life  in  the  Royal  Parks  lists  all  the  species  breeding  or 
observed  in  London’s  major  parklands,  and  contains  individual  reports  by 
observers.  It  is  available  from  the  Department  of  the  Environment  at  25p 
(34p  by  post). 

The  Society’s  new  book  Atlas  of  the  Breeding  Birds  of  the  London  Area  is  at 
press  and  will  be  published  by  Batsford  in  the  autumn  of  1977. 


RECORDING  CHANGES 

Following  the  resignation  of  Dave  Martin,  records  for  the  Lower  Thames  (see 
map  on  page  15)  should  be  sent  to  Jim  Hook,  the  recorder  for  Kent.  The 
composition  of  the  Records  Committee  remains  unchanged  except  for  the  retirement 
of  Mary  Montier,  whom  we  shall  sadly  miss.  Pete  Clement  takes  over  her  office 
as  Secretary,  and  Mike  Spicer,  the  new  Bulletin  editor,  joins  as  ex-officio  member. 
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Records  Committee 

P.  J.  Oliver,  Chairman  P.  Clement,  Secretary 

P.  A.  D.  Hollom,  F.  H.  Jones,  K.  C.  Osborne,  M.  Spicer  and  the  following 
Recorders : 


Inner  London  .  D.  A.  Boyd,  35  Clifton  Place,  Sussex  Square, 

London,  W.2. 

Essex  .  J.  Litzpatrick,  18  Edwick  Court,  High  Street, 

Cheshunt,  Herts. 

Herts.  &  Bucks.  .  J.  D.  Magee,  138  Baldwins  Lane,  Croxley 

Green,  Rickmansworth,  Herts.,  WD3  3LJ. 

Middlesex  .  P.  Naylor,  27  West  Common  Road,  Uxbridge, 

Middlesex. 

Kent*  .  J.  D.  Hook,  2  Manor  View,  Beckenham, 

Kent,  BR3  1AD. 

Surreyf  .  B.  A.  Marsh,  19  Grasmere  Avenue,  Kingston 

Vale,  London,  SW15  3RB. 


*including  records  on  the  Lower  Thames  from  London  Bridge  to  Tilbury 
tincluding  records  on  the  River  Thames  from  Staines  to  Wandsworth 
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Review  of  the  Year 

During  1975,  206  species  were  recorded  in  the  London  Area  (excluding  feral 
birds  and  obvious  escapes):  103  species  bred,  69  occurred  as  passage  or  winter 
visitors,  and  34  were  rarities  or  fell  within  the  broad  category  of  unusual  visitors. 

RARE  AND  UNUSUAL  SPECIES 

Perhaps  the  most  remarkable  rarity  was  a  Short-toed  Treecreeper,  identified  in 
Epping  Forest  and  accepted  as  the  first  record  for  the  London  Area.  Other  rare 
species  included  three  Cetti  Warblers  (also  first  records),  two  Alpine  Swifts  (4th  and 
5th  records),  Sabine’s  Gull  (3rd  record),  Great  Snipe  (4th  record),  Crane  (4th  record), 
Great  Skua  (surprisingly  only  the  6th  this  century).  Barred  Warbler  (2nd  record)  and 
Red-rumped  Swallow  (4th  record,  hard  on  the  heels  of  the  1973  bird).  Some 
old  favourites  also  turned  up:  Purple  Heron  (9th  record),  Mediterranean  Gull 
(13th  record)  and  White-winged  Black  Tern  (15th  record).  Three  American  Wigeon 
(2nd,  3rd  and  4th  records)  have  been  accepted  only  provisionally;  in  such  numbers 
they  are  clearly  suspect,  although  evidence  of  escapes  is  lacking. 

Uncommon  passage  species  included  Long-tailed  Duck,  Osprey,  Peregrine, 
Avocet,  Temminck’s  Stint,  Arctic  Skua,  Dartford  and  Marsh  Warblers,  Raven, 
Golden  Oriole  and  Snow  Bunting.  It  was  also  a  good  year  for  Hoopoes  with  five 
records,  including  one  in  Inner  London.  In  the  autumn  there  was  a  heavy  passage 
of  Little  Gulls  on  the  western  reservoirs. 

WINTER  VISITORS 

Most  noteworthy  were  a  House  Martin  on  New  Year’s  Day  and  a  Ring  Ouzel 
wintering  from  early  January  to  late  February.  During  the  winter  months  there 
were  fair  numbers  of  Great  Grey  Shrikes,  at  least  18  records  of  Waxwings  and 
some  ten  Crossbills. 

BREEDING  BIRDS 

Among  uncommon  breeding  species,  one  pair  of  Red-backed  Shrikes  bred,  but 
Nightjars  showed  a  decrease  and  Wryneck  has  reached  extinction.  On  the  credit 
side,  Woodlark  bred  for  the  first  time  for  many  years.  Common  Terns  did  well, 
and  Hobby  also  bred.  There  were  frequent  reports  of  Firecrest  in  the  spring, 
but,  though  singing  males  were  heard  in  June,  no  evidence  of  breeding  was 
obtained.  In  Inner  London,  two  pairs  of  Grey  Wagtails  bred — the  first  since  1952. 

WEATHER  PATTERN  AND  MOVEMENTS 

The  first  quarter  of  the  year  was  abnormally  mild.  At  least  23  overwintering 
ChifTchaffs  were  reported  in  January  and  February,  but  in  late  March  the  spring 
flowers  were  soon  submerged  by  heavy  falls  of  snow,  as  winter  returned.  April 
was  bitterly  cold.  May  was  equally  cool,  and  many  spring  migrants  were 
miserably  late.  Early  June  smashed  weather  records  with  northerly  winds  and 
snow  flurries,  but  from  the  7th  a  heat  wave  broke,  giving  a  fine  and  warm  summer 
throughout  June,  July  and  August.  From  early  September  the  weather  pattern 
changed  to  an  unsettled,  but  mild  autumn.  Apart  from  some  cold  spells,  partic¬ 
ularly  in  November,  mild  conditions  were  maintained  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

As  in  the  previous  year,  there  were  few  movements  of  note  and,  because  of  the 
mild  weather,  the  winter  Wildfowl  Counts  were  the  lowest  for  some  years. 

SETTING  THE  RECORD  STRAIGHT 

Observers  who  visited  Walthamstow  in  April  1975  to  view  a  Red-footed  Falcon 
may  be  disappointed  to  find  that  the  record  has  been  excluded  from  this  London 
Bird  Report .  The  verdict  of  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  who  examined 
seven  sets  of  notes,  was  that  the  bird’s  behaviour  and  plumage  (notably  the 
subterminal  tail-band)  ruled  out  Red-footed  Falcon.  In  fact  the  plumage 
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resembled  a  form  of  male  Merlin  sometimes  found  in  upland  Britain,  with  an 
almost  unmarked  orange  breast.  Other  plumage  points  and  behaviour  also 
favour  Merlin,  but  our  own  Records  Committee  'have  preferred  not  to  publish 
the  record. 

Recording  Arrangements 

The  Society’s  recording  area,  which  in  this  report  is  called  the  ‘London  Area’, 
is  bounded  by  a  circle  of  20  miles  radius  centred  on  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral.  Within 
the  area,,  the  original  county  boundaries  are  used  for  recording  purposes,  rather 
than  the  new  administrative  counties.  In  addition,  there  are  two  special  recording 
zones,  Inner  London  (a  rectangle  5  miles  x  8  miles,  centred  on  Charing  Cross) 
and  the  Lower  Thames  (the  River  and  its  foreshores  from  London  Bridge  to 
Tilbury).  All  records  of  interest  are  welcome  from  members  and  non-members, 
and  these  should  be  sent  to  the  appropriate  Recorder  (see  list  on  page  4). 


It  will  assist  the  speedy  entering  of  records  if  the  Society’s  recording  sheets  are 
used  (available  from  Recorders  on  request),  and  if  records  are  listed  in  the  order 
followed  in  the  London  Bird  Report.  Separate  sheets  should  be  used  for  each 
recording  area.  Completed  recording  sheets  should  be  submitted  in  August  for 
the  period  January  to  July,  and  in  early  January  for  August  to  December. 


RECORDING  ARRANGEMENTS 
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Records  of  rare  and  unusual  species  in  the  London  Area  are  examined  by  the 
Records  Committee  before  inclusion  in  the  London  Bird  Report.  Published 
records  need  to  stand  the  scrutiny  of  not  only  today’s  readers  but  also  anyone  who 
in  future  years  may  refer  to  the  systematic  list.  Brief  field-notes  are  therefore 
required  to  provide  supporting  evidence  of  correct  identification  and  authenticity 
for  the  following  species : 


All  rare  species 
All  out  of  season  migrants 
All  divers 
Slavonian  Grebe 
Red-necked  and  Black-necked 
Grebes  except  at  regular  haunts 
Petrels  and  Shearwaters 
Gannet  and  Shag 
Herons  other  than  Grey 
All  bitterns 

Scaup,  Ferruginous  Duck,  Long¬ 
tailed  Duck,  Velvet  Scoter  and 
female  Red-breasted  Merganser 
All  geese  except  Canada 
Whooper  and  Bewick’s  Swans 
All  birds  of  prey  except  Kestrel 
Quail 

Rails  and  crakes,  except  Water 
Rail,  Moorhen  and  Coot 
All  waders  of  irregular  occurrence 
All  skuas 

All  gulls  of  irregular  occurrence 
including  Glaucous,  Iceland  and 
Kittiwake 


Little  Gull  away  from  regular 
haunts 

All  terns  except  Common  and 
Black 
All  auks 

Long-eared  and  Short-eared  Owls 

Wryneck 

Woodlark 

Willow  Tit  away  from  regular 
haunts 

Bearded  Tit  or  Reedling 
Ring  Ouzel 
Unusual  warblers 
Firecrest 

Races  of  Anthus  spinoletta  other 
than  Rock  Pipit  and  Water  Pipit 
at  regular  localities 
White  Wagtail  in  autumn 
Races  or  hybrids  of  Motacilla  flava 
other  than  Yellow  Wagtail 
M.f.  flavissima 
Waxwing 
All  shrikes 

Twite,  Crossbill;  Cirl,  Lapland 
and  Snow  Buntings 


Field-notes  for  each  observation  should  be  submitted  to  the  recorder  immediately 
following  the  observation,  rather  than  waiting  until  the  end  of  the  year.  Evidence 
needs  to  be  brief  but  relevant,  and  should  include  a  description  of  the  essential 
features  upon  which  identification  was  based,  relative  size,  flight,  calls,  duration 
and  distance  of  observation,  and  the  observer’s  previous  experience  of  this  and 
similar  species. 


NATIONAL  RARITIES 

Records  of  national  rarities  (see  list  in  British  Birds  67  :  347-8)  should  be  submitted 
preferably  via  the  local  recorder  for  forwarding  to  the  national  committee.  If 
sent  direct,  a  copy  of  the  submission  should  be  sent  to  the  recorder.  Observers 
are  asked  to  submit  records  promptly  to  ensure  acceptance  and  publication  in  the 
same  year. 

I 

RARE  BREEDING  BIRDS 

Breeding  records  of  rare  species  (see  list  in  British  Birds  66  :  1 74)  should  be  submitted 
preferably  via  the  local  recorder  (stating  degree  of  confidentiality  required)  for 
forwarding  to  the  national  Rare  Breeding  Birds  Panel.  All  reports  of  these  species 
(and  others,  less  rare)  are  treated  in  complete  confidence  at  county  level.  With 
the  exception  of  Black  Redstart,  names  of  localities  are  never  published  and  only 
the  name  of  the  county  is  given  in  the  London  Bird  Report  and  British  Birds. 
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Birds  of  the  London  Area,  1975 

A  REPORT  OF  THE  BIRD  LIFE  WITHIN  TWENTY  MILES 
OF  ST.  PAUL’S  CATHEDRAL 

In  this  report  the  sequence  of  orders  and  families  follows  that  of  the  Wetmore 
classification.  The  arrangement  of  genera  and  species  within  each  family  is  the 
same  as  that  used  in  the  Checklist  of  the  Birds  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
(BOU,  1952);  but  the  nomenclature  is  that  of  A  Species  List  of  British  &  Irish 
Birds  (BTO,  1971),  in  which  the  full  scientific  names  will  also  be  found. 

For  easy  reference,  the  species  are  numbered,  using  numbers  from  the  1952 
Checklist:  but  additions  since  1952  remain  unnumbered  and  have  been  placed 
in  the  generic  sequence  of  the  1971  Species  List. 

Initials  after  records  refer  to  the  observers  whose  names  will  be  found  in  the 
list  of  contributors  on  pages  8  and  9. 

The  six  counties  within  the  circle  of  20  miles  radius  are  indicated  by  their 
initials — E= Essex;  H  =  Herts.;  M  =  Middlesex;  B  =  Bucks.;  K=Kent;  S  = 
Surrey.  The  following  abbreviations  are  also  used:  LBR— London  Bird 
Report;  G.P.  =  Gravel  Pit;  Res. = Reservoir;  S.F.=  Sewage  Farm;  S.P.  =  Sand 
Pit;  N,E,S,  and  W,  are  used  for  the  cardinal  points  of  the  compass;  mo = many 
observers. 

An  open  map  of  the  London  Area  will  be  found  useful  for  a  full  appreciation 
of  many  of  the  records.  As  the  history  of  some  species  is  intended  to  be  con¬ 
tinuous,  reference  to  the  Society’s  book  The  Birds  of  the  London  Area ,  and  to 
the  systematic  lists  of  previous  issues  of  the  LBR  is  recommended. 


2  Great  Northern  Diver 

\ 

E  Paynes  Lane  G.P.  (Fishers  Green),  one  from  Jan.  1st  to  4th  (mo). 

M  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  9th  (mtnhs). 

5  Great  Crested  Grebe 

The  numbers  on  the  waters  covered  by  the  winter  wildfowl  counts  were  the 
lowest  recorded  since  1972.  Counts  in  September,  normally  the  peak 
month,  were  incomplete,  but,  even  after  making  allowances  for  waters 
missed,  it  is  doubtful  whether  numbers  in  that  month  exceeded  the  350 
recorded  in  October.  The  reduction  was  mainly  due  to  the  absence  of 
large  flocks  on  the  normally  favoured  reservoirs  of  King  George  VI  and 
Queen  Mary,  where  the  highest  autumn  counts  were  only  24  and  65  respect¬ 
ively.  Away  from  the  census  waters  the  largest  flocks  occurred  at 
Wraysbury  Res.,  200-260  from  the  end  of  July  to  Sept.  6th  and  at 
Wraysbury  G.P.  where  there  were  140  on  Sept.  28th. 

In  the  breeding  season  a  census  was  made  of  grebes  present  on  May  31st/ 
June  1st  and  the  results  are  presented  in  a  paper  on  page  74  of  this  issue. 
It  is  of  interest  that  the  number  present  on  those  dates  was  almost  certainly 
larger  than  in  the  winter  months,  even  when  allowing  for  the  much  greater 
coverage  achieved  in  the  census  than  at  other  times  of  the  year. 
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The  census  was  not  designed  to  establish  details  of  breeding  but  some 
information  on  numbers  of  pairs  was  reported  by  observers.  Taking  this 
into  account,  together  with  other  records  submitted  in  the  normal  way, 
the  minimum  numbers  of  pairs  in  the  breeding  season  in  each  sector, 
compared  with  records  from  1974,  were  as  follows: 


Essex 

Herts 

Middx 

Inner 

London 

Bucks 

Kent 

Surrey 

Total 

1974 

17 

56 

17 

5 

3 

10 

38 

146 

1975 

33 

59 

20 

4 

2 

18 

32 

168 

In  view  of  the  greater  attention  paid  to  this  species  in  1975  by  virtue  of 
the  census,  the  increase  shown  above  cannot  be  taken  as  necessarily  indi¬ 
cating  an  actual  increase  in  the  breeding  population  between  the  two 
years. 

« 

6  Red-necked  Grebe 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  from  Nov.  2nd  to  16th  (jf,jts). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  two  on  Aug.  29th  (aq). 

S  Walton  Res.,  one  from  Aug.  31st  to  Sept.  2nd  (pc/,co,jgt).  Barn  Elms 
Res.,  one  on  Sept.  18th/19th  (wr). 

7  Slavonian  Grebe 

E  Dagenham  Boating  Lake,  one  from  March  23r^  to  25th  (crg,jmh,dm). 

Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  12th  (jf). 

M  Staines  Res.,  an  adult  in  summer  plumage  on  July  25th  and  27th  (mjr). 

Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  5th  (pjo). 

S  Molesey  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  1 2th  (jed). 

8  Black-necked  Grebe 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  to  three  during  the  first  three  months  of  the  year,  and 
three  from  Oct.  26th  to  the  end  of  the  year  (mo).  King  George  V  Res., 
two  from  Aug.  24th  to  Sept.  2nd  (jf). 

M  Staines  Res.,  present  from  Jan.  24th  to  April  6th  (max.  six  on  March  23rd 
to  25th)  and  from  July  25th  to  Oct.  17th  (max.  20  on  Sept.  7th  and  11th). 
B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  three  on  April  3rd,  and  singles  on  Sept.  15th  and  Oct. 
19th  (mtnhs). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  or  two  on  several  dates  from  June  8th  to  Sept.  14th 
(mo).  Island  Barn  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  8th  and  16th,  two  on  Sept.  28th, 
and  one  from  then  until  the  end  of  the  year  (dp,dg/j).  Walton  Res.,  one 
or  two  on  various  dates  from  Aug.  14th  to  Sept.  28th  (pc/,co,jgt).  Rich¬ 
mond  Park,  one  in  summer  plumage  on  June  14th  (bam). 

9  Little  Grebe 

Definite  breeding  records  are  shown  in  italics  with  the  number  of  pairs 
in  brackets;  largest  counts  are  given,  and  Inner  London  records  are 
summarized. 

E  Nazeing  (2);  Rainham  (1);  Walthamstow  Res .  (1);  Wanstead  Park  (1). 

H  Frogmore  (2);  Maple  Cross  (3);  Stocker's  Lake  (3);  Cheshunt  G.Ps., 
33  on  Dec.  13th. 

M  Bayhurst  Wood ,  Ruislip  (1);  Brent  Res.  (3),  20  on  Sept.  13th;  Denham  (1); 
Longford  G.P.  (1);  Osterley  Park  (1);  Queen  Mary  Res.,  16+  on  Sept. 
20th.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  April  12th  and  29th, 
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Oct.  13th,  and  Nov.  10th  and  13th  (jpw);  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington 
Gardens,  singles  on  various  dates  in  the  last  three  months  of  the  year, 
with  two  on  Nov.  13th  (dab). 

K  Ruxley  (1). 

S  Bookham  Common  (1);  Black  Pond ,  Esher  (1);  Holmethorpe  (1);  Godstone 
(1);  Reigate  Priory  (1);  Barn  Elms  Res.  (1).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks, 
one  or  two  on  various  dates  in  the  first  four  and  last  four  months  of  the 
year;  four  on  Nov.  26th,  three  on  Dec.  8th  (rea,kac). 

28  Cormorant 

A  summary  of  the  larger  flocks  and  of  Inner  London  records  is  given. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  maxima  at  roost  of  90  in  Jan.  and  105  on  Dec.  29th 
(jf,rl). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  present  up  to  May  13th  and  from  Sept.  16th;  max. 
45  on  Feb.  15th.  Wraysbury  Res.,  max.  60+  on  Feb.  9th  and  Dec.  29th 
(mtnhs).  Stain  Hill  Res.,  up  to  50  in  Jan  (hrg).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park 
and  Kensington  Gardens,  seen  until  April  21st  and  from  Sept.  18th,  with 
a  maximum  of  15  flying  SW  on  Dec.  1st  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  two 
on  Apr.  29th,  two  on  Sept.  12th  and  one  on  Oct.  9th  (jpw). 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  max.  44  on  Nov.  9th  (dp).  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res., 
max.  54  on  Oct.  12th  (dg«).  Walton  Res.,  max.  25  on  Nov.  16th  (dg«,co). 
Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  singles  on  various  dates  during  the  winter 
months,  with  up  to  three  in  October  (rea,kac). 

29  ■  Shag 

H  Rickmansworth  G.P.,  two  on  Feb.  17th,  and  one  on  Mar.  16th  (hnhs). 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Oct.  9th  (jpw);  Hyde  Park,  one 
on  Nov.  25th  and  26th  (dab,cjg). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  26th  and  28th  (gcdh,jgh,pfh),  one  from 
Nov.  27th  to  29th  (jc)  and  two  on  several  dates  in  December  (jc).  Thames : 
Blackwall  Point,  one  on  Oct.  23rd  (dm). 

S  Oxshott  Brickworks,  one  on  Nov.  23rd  and  24th  (rcp,dkjw). 

\ 

30  Grey  Heron 

Breeding  records,  larger  flocks,  and  a  summary  of  Inner  London  records 
are  given. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  101  occupied  nests.  Waltham  Abbey,  three  occupied 
nests  (tgl). 

M  Kempton  Park,  at  least  20  nests  in  use  (hrg).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  up  to  72 
in  August  (kfb  et  all).  Inner  London:  most  records  refer  to  single  birds 
flying  over,  but  a  flock  of  seven  was  seen  flying  SW  over  Hyde  Park  on 
July  24th  (dab,cjg,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  eight  pairs  bred  (jpw). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.  max.  40  on  Aug.  2nd  (mtnhs). 

K  West  Kent,  at  the  new  heronry  three  pairs  bred  (fbsa). 

S  Gatton  Lake,  three  or  four  pairs  bred  (mns).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks, 
seen  in  all  months,  with  a  maximum  of  eight  on  July  5th  (rea,kac). 

31  Purple  Heron 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  an  adult  on  May  31st  (pmg,npp). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  this  is  the  ninth  record  for 
the  London  Area  this  century. 
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38  Bittern 

H  Rye  Meads,  singles  on  Feb.  22nd  and  23rd,  Mar.  9th,  Sept.  28th  and 
Dec.  22nd  (lvpg). 


WILDFOWL 

Table  1.  Monthly  wildfowl  counts — mean  of  November  to  February  counts, 

or,  in  italics ,  peak  winter  counts. 


1971/72 

1972/73 

1973/74 

1974/75 

1975/76 

Mallard 

3,286 

2,860 

2,539* 

2,910 

2,607* 

Teal 

880 

769 

605 

814 

981 

Gadwall 

100 

131 

79 

110 

105 

Wigeon 

119 

122 

116 

93 

202 

Shoveler 

374 

583 

498* 

457 

672 

Tufted  Duck 

4,790 

4,786 

4,589 

4,123 

3,735 

Pochard 

1,348 

1,805 

2,421 

1,795 

1,081 

Goldeneye 

141 

162 

134 

114 

166 

Goosander 

73 

99 

208 

97 

112 

Smew 

24 

25 

24 

16 

7 

*  incorporates  extrapolated  figures  in  excess  of  10%  of  total  count  in  one  or  more  months. 


The  comments  in  heavy  type  at  the  beginning  of  each  species-account  refer 
to  the  monthly  counts  in  the  1975/76  season,  and  the  mean  (or  peak)  counts 
for  the  five  latest  seasons  appear  in  Table  1.  The  aggregate  of  the  census 
counts  and  the  counts  from  the  Lower  Thames  are  shown  for  the  months 
of  January  and  December  in  Table  2. 

Table  2.  Approximate  aggregate  totals  of  census  counts  and  Lower  Thames 


counts  in  January 

and  December. 

Jan 

Dec 

1971 

20,000 

18,000 

1972 

21,000 

15,000 

1973 

18,000 

19,000 

1974 

16,000 

14,000 

1975 

14,000 

13,000 

Both  tables  reveal  a  marked  reduction  in  the  total  number  of  wildfowl 
in  the  Area,  no  doubt  attributable  in  the  main  to  the  mildness  of  the 
winters.  The  only  species  to  reverse  this  trend  were  Wigeon,  Shoveler 
and  Goldeneye.  The  distribution  of  certain  species  in  Middlesex  was 
affected  by  the  draining  of  both  basins  of  Staines  Reservoir  from 
November  1975  to  February  1976.  The  normal  populations  of  diving 
ducks  were  mostly  displaced,  but  the  shallow  pools  that  remained  became 
very  attractive  to  Teal  as  well  as  to  waders. 


In  order  to  save  space,  details  of  counts  from  the  Lower  Thames  are 
confined  to  peak  counts  for  each  month.  Observers  are  nevertheless  asked 
to  continue  to  submit  their  counts  by"  reference  to  the  named  ‘sections’ 
of  the  river  as  shown  on  the  accompanying  map. 
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45  Mallard 

1975/76.  See  Table  1.  Numbers  were  somewhat  lower  than  in  the  previous 
season  but  they  have  not  shown  any  discernible  trend  over  the  past  few  winters. 

1975.  Counts  of  300  or  more,  breeding  concentrations  in  Inner  London 
and  a  summary  of  counts  on  the  Thames,  are  given.  The  Thames  counts 
in  January  from  Walton  Bridge  to  Thurrock  aggregate  nearly  2,600,  once 
again  illustrating  the  importance  of  this  waterway  for  wildfowl. 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  c.  400  on  Oct.  12th  and  Dec.  7th. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  between  345  and  420 
on  each  monthly  wildfowl  count  from  Jan.  to  Mar.  and  from  Sept,  to 
Dec.  at  least  30  broods  seen.  Regent’s  Park,  407  on  Dec.  29th.  Regent’s 
Canal,  c.  30  pairs  bred  between  Chalk  Farm  and  Islington. 

K  The  minimum  numbers  for  the  Thames  from  London  Bridge  to  the  eastern 
boundary  of  the  Area  each  month  were  as  follows  (counts  were  not 
received  for  the  months  of  Feb.  to  July). : 

Jan  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

911  456  290  527  761  618 

S  The  winter  monthly  counts  on  the  Thames  between  Teddington  Lock  and 
Putney  Bridge  were  as  follows  (the  count  for  Oct.  being  incomplete).: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

690  800  460  570  (390)  580  680 

Further  upstream,  the  stretch  between  Walton  Bridge  and  Teddington 
Lock  was  counted  partly  on  Jan.  5th  and  partly  on  19th  and  revealed  a 
total  of  980. 

At  Gatton  Lake  there  were  600  in  Sept,  and  Oct.,  decreasing  to  400  in 
Nov.  and  300  in  Dec. 


46  Teal 

1975/76.  See  Table  1.  The  index  has  now  been  rising  consistently  for 
three  seasons  but  is  still  well  below  the  1,100-1,200  level  that  obtained 
between  1968/69  and  1970/71. 

1974.  Larger  counts  and  breeding  season  records  are  given. 

E  William  Girling  Res.,  between  140  and  180  from  Jan.  to  Mar.;  160  in 
Nov.  and  175  in  Dec. 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  130  on  Jan.  19th  and  90  on  Dec.  7th.  Hilfield  Park 
Res.,  a  pair  on  Apr.  12th. 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  maximum  of  314  on  Feb.  16th  and  307  on  Dec.  14th. 
Staines  Reservoir  became  especially  attractive  to  this  species  when  drained ; 
75  on  Nov.  17th  increasing  quickly  to  185  by  the  end  of  the  month  and 
280  on  Dec.  7th;  the  highest  count  was  of  310  on  Dec.  29th.  Wraysbury 
Res.,  120  on  Oct.  25th  and  150  on  Dec.  13th. 

B  Datchet  Res.,  160  on  Jan.  26th  and  143  on  Feb.  8th. 

K  Winter  counts  for  the  favoured  areas  of  Barking,  Crossness  and  Rainham 
on  the  Lower  Thames  were  as  follows: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

350  200  80  380  310  420  880 


Kilometres 
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S  Once  again  a  pair  bred  at  Black  Pond,  Esher  where  a  female  with  three 
ducklings  were  seen  on  June  16th  (jet).  Winter  counts  at  the  principal 
localities  in  this  sector  were  as  follows: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Barn  Elms 

67 

9 

18 

10 

40 

n/c 

56 

Island  Barn 

227 

220 

66 

— 

32 

110 

114 

Queen  Elizabeth  II 

255 

21 

88 

70 

75 

180 

130 

47  Garganey 

All  records  are  given. 

E  Rainham,  two  males  and  two  females  on  Sept.  3rd  (kb). 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  on  April  18th  (hnhs).  Rye  Meads,  singles  on  Aug. 

10th  and  Sept.  13th.  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  two  on  Aug.  17th  (lvpg). 

M  Brent  Res.,  singles  on  Aug.  30th  and  Nov.  8th  (lab).  Inner  London:  a 
female  on  three  dates  between  Oct.  24th  and  Nov.  13th  (jpw). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  four  on  Aug.  24th  and  one  on  Sept.  1st  (mtnhs). 

K  Cross  Ness  S.F.,  two  from  April  17th  to  20th  (jfw).  Sevenoaks  G.P., 
three  males  on  April  18th  (jgh,jc). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  males  on  June  29th  (mdk).  Walton  Res.,  one  on 
Aug.  22nd  (per). 

49  Gadwall 

1975/76.  See  Table  1.  Numbers  were  very  similar  to  the  previous  winter. 
Means  of  the  November  to  February  counts  are  for  the  first  time  shown  for 
this  species  as  these  now  seem  more  appropriate  than  peak  counts  in  view  of 
the  larger  and  more  stable  populations  compared  with  the  position  some 
years  ago. 

1975.  As  usual,  this  species  was  widely  reported  throughout  the  year  in 
small  numbers,  but  there  were  no  suggestions  of  breeding.  The  larger 
counts  are  given. 

M  Brent  Res.,  maximum  of  28  in  Sept,  and  Nov.,  increasing  to  61  on  Dec. 

28th.  Staines  Res.,  the  largest  count  was  14  on  Feb.  2nd. 

K  The  highest  counts  in  this  sector  were  both  in  Sept. — 18  at  Ruxley  G.P. 
and  21  at  Sevenoaks. 

S  The  winter  flock  at  Barn  Elms  Res.,  evidently  moves  to  and  from  that 
water  and  Lonsdale  Road  Res.  Taking  both  waters  together,  counts 
were  remarkably  consistent  at  around  90  in  Jan.  and  Feb.  and  100  in  Oct. 
to  Dec. 

50  Wigeon 

1975/76.  See  Table  1.  The  mean  count  was  nearly  double  that  for  the 
previous  five  seasons,  but  the  numbers  in  the  Area  are  relatively  so 
insignificant  compared  with  coastal  populations  that  perhaps  too  much 
should  not  be  made  of  this. 

1975.  The  usual  wide  scatter  of  records  of  small  numbers  was  received. 
Larger  counts  are  given,  together  with  a  summer  record  from  Inner  London. 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  29  on  Jan.  11th. 

M  Staines  Res.,  maxima  in  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  were  84,  178 
and  85  respectively,  but,  although  this  species  feeds  on  the  grass  banks, 
the  draining  of  the  reservoirs  rendered  them  unattractive  in  the  last 
quarter  of  the  year  when  the  highest  count  was  only  25  on  Nov.  9th;  they 
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presumably  moved  to  King  George  VI  Res.,  where  there  were  97  on  Dec. 
14th.  There  were  60  on  Staines  Moor  on  Jan.  12th.,  and  64  there  on  Dec. 
28th. 

K  Lower  Thames,  26  at  Rainham  on  Jan.  12th  was  the  only  count  to  reach 
double  figures. 

S  The  maxima  at  the  principal  localities  in  this  sector  were:  Barn  Elms, 
40  in  Feb.  and  Dec.;  Lonsdale  Road  Res.,  33  in  Dec.;  Walton  Res.,  52  in 
Jan.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  a  drake  on  June  4th. 

51  American  Wigeon 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  a  pair  on  Sept.  5th  and  another  male  from 
Sept.  9th  to  15th  (rea,kac). 

These  records  (2nd,  3rd  and  4th  for  the  London  Area)  have  been  accepted 
by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee  with  the  added  comment  that  they 
are  particularly  suspect  as  escapes  from  captivity.  The  total  national 
records  stand  at  81. 

52  Pintail 

1975.  Numbers  on  the  Lower  Thames  improved  somewhat  in  the  early 
months  of  the  year,  as  summarized  below,  but  were  still  nothing  like  the 
levels  of  a  few  seasons  ago  when  more  extensive  suitable  habitat  was 
available.  Details  of  an  Inner  London  and  a  summer  record  are  also 
given.  Otherwise,  records  of  one  to  four  were  received  from  nine  localities. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  a  pair  on  June  12th  (kb). 

K  Maximum  winter  counts  were  received  for  the  Lower  Thames  (principally 
Rainham)  as  follows: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

150  80  45  7  27  25  30 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  four  on  Feb.  10th. 

53  Shoveler 

1975/76.  See  Table  1.  The  mean  of  672  was  the  highest-ever  recorded, 
attributable  mainly  to  a  flock  of  some  500-600  that  spent  the  winter  on  the 
reservoirs  west  of  London.  The  census  for  January  1976  was  as  high  as  960. 

1975.  There  were  several  instances  of  summering  (and  one  of  breeding), 
all  of  which  are  detailed  below,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  record 
numbers  in  Surrey.  The  winter  flocks  are,  however,  very  mobile  and  there 
is  undoubtedly  movement  between  most  of  the  reservoirs  west  and 
south-west  of  London.  In  addition  to  the  records  summarized  below, 
there  was  a  scattering  of  smaller  numbers  throughout  the  Area. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  two  pairs  and  ten  drakes  summered,  a  brood  of  five 
young  being  seen  on  Sept.  6th.  The  maximum  winter  monthly  counts 
at  the  two  principal  localities  are  tabulated  below.  Elsewhere  there  were 
40  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  Feb.  27th. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Walthamstow 

12 

5 

— 

22 

150 

105 

140 

William  Girling 

94 

65 

32 

70 

67 

5 

141 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  a  pair  on  June  7th.  Rye  Meads,  a  pair  summered. 
Larger  numbers  than  usual  occurred  at  Stocker’s  Lake,  max.  50  in  Mar. 
and  62  in  Dec. 
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M  Brent  Res.,  a  pair  on  June  28th.,  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  a  pair  on  June  5th. 
Maximum  winter  monthly  counts  at  the  principal  localities  were  as  follows: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

King  George  VI 

71 

63 

35 

134 

n/c 

250 

Staines 

100 

59 

50 

30 

160 

4 

Queen  Mary 

38 

103 

70 

248 

— 

— 

Kempton 

24 

26 

n/c 

69 

1 

— 

Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  absent  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  due  to 
partial  dredging  of  the  lake,  but  present  from  Sept.  4th,  max.  eight  on 
Nov.  7th.  Occasional  autumn  records  from  Hyde  Park/Kensington 
Gardens,  max.  nine  on  Sept.  11th  and  13th. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  some  present  until  early  June,  but  no  proof  of  breeding 
(mtnhs);  80  there  on  Aug.  24th. 

K  Sevenoaks,  a  drake  on  May  17th. 

S  Maximum  winter  monthly  counts  at  the  principal  localities  were: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Barn  Elms 

48 

32 

36 

50 

32 

n/c 

16 

Walton 

75 

32 

18 

186 

21 

— 

— 

Queen  Elizabeth  II 

108 

40 

20 

35 

120 

570 

570 

In  addition  there  were  70  at  Island  Barn  Res.  on  Sept.  28th. 


—  Mandarin 

All  definite  breeding  records  for  1975  are  given. 

M  Bred  at  Totteridge  (Darlands  Lake)  and  Hampton  Court  Park. 

S  Bred  at  Cobham  and  Esher  (two  pairs  on  Black  Pond).  Pairs  present  in 
several  other  localities. 

54  Red-crest§d  Pochard 

Owing  to  the  presence  of  full-winged  birds  in  several  London  parks  and 
in  collections  elsewhere,  none  of  the  following  records  can  with  certainty 
be  accepted  as  wild  birds. 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  singles  on  Sept.  12th  and  17th  (jrb,hnhs).  Troy  Mill  G.P., 
one  on  Dec.  16th  (pn). 

M  Brent  Res.,  a  female  on  March  23rd  and  30th  and  April  12th  (lab). 
Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  a  male  on  July  11th  (jrb)  and  a  female  on  Dec.  18th 
(pn).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  a  drake  on  Nov.  23rd  (mo). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Sept.  6th  (avm,pn). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  July  31st  (jgh). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  a  duck  on  Sept.  10th  (rbh). 

55  Scaup 

E  Girling  Res.,  a  drake  and  three  ducks  on  Nov.  9th  (jf,pjv). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  an  adult  female  on  Sept.  7th  (jgh,jc). 

These  were  the  only  accepted  records.  Observers  are  reminded  that  field 
notes  are  still  required  for  Scaup,  both  sexes,  so  that  the  possibility  of 
Ay  thy  a  hybrids  can  be  ruled  out  from  published  records. 
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56  Tufted  Duck 

1975/76.  See  Table  1.  At  3,735  the  mean  was  the  lowest  for  seven  years. 

1975.  Details  of  pairs  in  the  breeding  season  or  broods  are  given, 
together  with  counts  of  500  or  more.  Note  the  large  gatherings  in  August 
on  certain  of  the  reservoirs ;  the  numbers  fluctuated  markedly  at  this  time, 
suggesting  that  the  birds  were  passing  quickly  through,  presumably  to  a 
moulting  area.  The  species  was  virtually  absent  from  the  Lower  Thames 
this  year. 

E  Nazeing  and  Fisher’s  Green,  42  broods  (more  than  double  the  1974  total 
for  this  locality);  Wanstead  Park,  two  pairs;  Walthamstow  Res.,  18 
broods.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  only  Walthamstow  Res.  held 
sizeable  flocks,  with  995  on  Jan.  3rd,  declining  steadily  to  535  by  Mar.  26th. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  630  on  Oct.  12th,  480  on  Nov.  16th  and 
920  on  Dec.  14th.  The  only  other  report  in  excess  of  500  was  of  650  at 
King  George  V  Res.  on  Nov.  16th. 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  15  broods;  Broxbourne  G.P.,  15  broods;  Cassiobury  Park, 
one  pair  (did  not  breed);  Frogmore,  one  pair;  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one 
brood;  Old  Parkbury  G.P.,  one  brood;  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  35  broods; 
Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  three  broods;  Stocker’s  and  Springwell  Lakes, 
15  pairs. 

M  Single  pairs  bred  at  Brent  Park  and  Hampstead  Heath,  and  three  pairs 
did  so  at  Hampton  Court  Park.  A  pair  bred  at  Harefield  Place  G.P. 
and  four  pairs  raised  27  young  at  Harefield  Moor  G.P.  In  the  late 
summer  there  were  large  flocks  at  Wraysbury  Res.  (1,400  on  July  27th) 
and  Staines  Res.  (950  on  Aug.  17th).  As  usual  the  largest  winter  flocks 
occurred  in  January,  when  there  were  1,285  at  Stoke  Newington  Res.  on 
12th  (but  only  820  by  26th),  and  1,000  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  5th.  At 
the  latter  locality  there  were  up  to  700  in  Nov.  and  Dec.  Inner  London: 
bred  in  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  (10-12  broods),  Regent’s 
Park  (no  counts  supplied)  and  on  the  Regent’s  Canal  between  Chalk 
Farm  and  Islington  (two  pairs). 

B  Horton  G.P.,  561  on  Sept.  14th. 

K  Darenth  G.P.,  one  brood;  Mottingham,  one  brood;  Otford  one  pair; 

Ruxley,  five  pairs  bred  successfully;  Sevenoaks,  12  pairs  raised  four  broods. 
S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  pairs  bred;  Hogsmill  S.F.,  two  pairs;  Holmethorpe 
G.P.,  one  pair  bred;  Island  Barn  Res.,  four  pairs  bred;  Lonsdale  Road 
Res.,  one  pair  bred;  Richmond  Park,  four  pairs  bred.  In  August  there 
were  1,033  at  Walton  Res.  on  17th,  declining  steadily  to  634  by  29th,  and 
there  were  500  at  Barn  Elms  on  9th;  the  only  sizeable  winter  count  was 
also  from  Barn  Elms  —  630  on  Dec.  14th.  Inner  London:  Southwark 
Park,  one  pair  hatched  ten  young. 

57  Pochard 

1975/76.  See  Table  1.  As  with  Tufted  Duck,  the  mean  count  was  the 
lowest  for  seven  years. 

1975.  Pairs  in  the  breeding  season  or  broods  and  counts  of  400  or  more 
are  given. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  seven  broods.  King  George  V  Res.,  600  on  Jan.  17th; 
Walthamstow  Res.,  900  on  the  same  date  had  declined  to  490  by  11th; 
420  there  on  Dec.  14th. 

M  Brent  Res.,  500  on  Nov.  22nd  and  490  on  Dec.  14th;  Harefield  Moor  G.P., 
c.  500  on  Jan.  1st;  Staines  Res.,  450  on  Sept.  14th;  Queen  Mary  Res., 
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450  on  Oct.  26th.  Inner  London:  bred  in  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington 
Gardens  (eight  broods)  and  Regent’s  Park  (no  details  supplied).  Three 
females  on  the  Regent’s  Canal  between  Chalk  Farm  and  Islington  in 
March  and  April,  but  no  evidence  of  breeding. 

K  Counts  from  the  Lower  Thames  did  not  exceed  30. 

S  Richmond  Park,  one  pair  bred  but  were  not  successful.  Walton  Res., 
458  on  Aug.  25th. 

57/56  Pochard  x  Tufted  Duck  hybrid 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  in  September,  and  one  from  Nov.  24th  to  Dec.  16th 

(JGH,JC). 

58  Ferruginous  Duck 

Records  may  relate  to  feral  birds. 

M  Little  Britain  Lake,  a  drake  on  Feb.  9th  (jh). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  a  drake  on  Dec.  21st  (mds,jh). 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  a  drake  from  Jan.  2nd  to  16th,  a  duck 
from  Feb.  3rd  to  6th,  and  a  drake  from  Feb.  18th  to  22nd  and  on  March 
11th  (rea,kac). 

60  Goldeneye 

1975/76.  See  Table  1.  The  peak  count  of  166,  which  occurred  in  February 
was  a  record. 

'  1975.  Maxima  for  the  principal  localities,  and  Inner  London  and  a  late 
spring  record  are  given. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  23  in  Jan.  and  12  in  Dec.  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  c.  20 
from  Jan.  to  Mar.  and  again  in  Nov.  and  Dec. 

H  The  only  flock  that  reached  double  figures  was  11  at  Stocker’s  Lake  on 
Feb.  15th. 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  15  in  Feb.  and  22  in  Dec.;  Queen  Mary  Res.,  52  in 
Mar.  and  57  in  Dec.;  a  brownhead  present  there  on  May  31st;  Staines 
Res.,  60  ih  Mar.  but  no  more  than  ten  at  the  end  of  the  year;  Wraysbury 
Res.,  15  in  Dec.  Inner  London:  one  in  Kensington  Gardens  on  Nov.  25th. 
B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  27  in  Feb.  and  40  in  Dec. 

S  Walton  Res.,  32  in  Feb.  and  14  in  Dec. 

61  Long-tailed  Duck 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  a  drake  on  Sept.  22nd  (wb,jd). 

64  Common  Scoter 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  April  12th  (jf). 

M  Staines  Res.,  12  on  Oct.  10th  (nwg). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  a  female  on  July  29th  (mtnhs). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  a  duck  on  April  15th  (rbh). 

67  Eider 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  a  female  from  Dec.  6th  to  the  end  of  the  year  (mo). 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  a  drake  present  from  January  to  Nov.  16th  (dp,dg«). 
Walton  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  7th  (mjb). 
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—  Ruddy  Duck 

This  species  breeds  ferally  in  western  England. 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  a  female  on  Feb.  23rd  (hnhs).  Broxbourne  G.P.,  a 
female  from  March  31st  to  May  18th  (lvpg). 

69  Red-breasted  Merganser 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  drake  already  present  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
stayed  until  Jan.  24th  (mo). 

H  Pynesfield  G.P.,  one  on  April  10th  (ip). 

M  Wraysbury  Res.,  four  on  Feb.  2nd  (adf).  Staines  Res.,  two  on  Nov.  16th. 
K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  three  on  Jan.  2nd  (jgh,jc). 

S  Walton  Res.,  one  present  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  remained  until 
Jan.  19th  (dg«,co,jet). 

70  Goosander 

1975/76.  See  Table  1.  There  was  little  change  from  most  recent  seasons 
apart  from  the  isolated  peak  that  occurred  in  1973/74. 

1975.  Maxima  for  the  principal  localities  are  given. 

E  Lea  Valley  Res.,  c.  20  from  Jan.  to  Mar.,  and  10  in  Dec. 

H  Troy  Mill  G.P.,  14  in  Jan.  and  12  in  Nov. 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  no  more  than  14  in  the  early  months  of  the  year 
and  only  one  reported  in  Dec.;  Queen  Mary  Res.,  between  30  and  37 
from  Jan  to  Mar.  and  up  to  14  in  Dec.;  Staines  Res.,  65  in  Jan.  and  51 
in  Dec. 

S  Walton  Res.,  21-23  from  Jan.  to  Mar.  and  up  to  20  in  Dec.;  Wimbledon 
Park  Lake,  16  in  Feb.  and  Mar. 

71  Smew 

1975/76.  See  Table  1.  A  disastrous  season  for  this  species,  numbers  never 
reaching  double  figures. 

1975.  All  records  are  given  or  summarized. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  brownhead  from  Jan.  to  Mar.  9th  and  three  on  Dec. 
27th. 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  Feb.  1st;  Kempton  Res.,  three  Feb.  15th;  Queen  Mary  Res., 
up  to  three  in  Jan.;  Staines  Res.,  up  to  five  Jan.  to  Mar.  and  four  in  Dec.; 
King  George  VI  Res.,  three  on  Dec.  14th;  Stoke  Newington  Res.,  up  to 
13  from  Jan.  to  Mar.,  three  on  April  1st,  two  in  Nov.  and  up  to  six  in  Dec. ; 
Wood  Green  Res.,  one  in  Feb.  and  Mar. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  up  to  ten  Jan.  to  Mar.,  two  in  Nov.  and  five  in  Dec. 

S  Walton  Res.,  three  on  Feb.  15th. 

73  Shelduck 

Pairs  in  the  breeding  season  and  large  counts  are  given. 

E  Beckton  S.F.,  two  pairs  bred  successfully;  Rainham  Marsh,  one  pair  reared 
six  young. 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  pair  reared  three  young.  Staines  Res.  when  drained 
at  the  end  of  the  year  attracted  larger  numbers  of  this  species  than  usual, 
max.  18  on  Nov.  24th  and  16  on  Dec.  7th. 

B  Hythe  End  and  Wraysbury  G.P.,  single  pairs  raised  five  young  at  each 
locality. 
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K  On  the  Thames  marshes,  a  pair  raised  four  young  on  Swanscombe  Marsh 
but  single  pairs  that  were  present  at  Plumstead  Marsh  in  Apr.  and  at 
Littlebrook  from  April  to  June  did  not  breed.  A  pair  was  also  present  at 
Sevenoaks  from  March  to  July  1st,  but  did  not  breed.  On  the  Thames 
itself  the  following  maximum  monthly  counts  were  received: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

637  —  —  300  66  932  811  384 

Counts  did  not  reach  50  in  other  months.  The  largest  concentrations 
were  usually  at  Woolwich,  Crossness  and  Barking,  but  in  December 
eight  were  seen  as  far  upstream  as  Bugsby’s  Reach. 

74  Ruddy  Shelduck 

All  records  probably  relate  to  birds  of  captive  origin. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  female  from  September  to  December,  and  a  drake 
during  November  (mo). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  one  on  June  28th  (pn). 

K  Thames:  Barking,  a  drake  on  Jan.  21st  (pjg,jgh,ps). 

Grey  Goose  sp. 

M  Staines  Moor,  two  flew  west  on  Jan.  5th  (adf).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  seven 
flew  south  on  Nov.  23rd  (sjm,drco). 

75  Greylag  Goose 

Feral  breeding  records  and  larger  counts  are  given.  Most  birds  originate 
from  introduced  stock. 

M  Harefield  G.P.,  six  adults  with  a  brood  of  six  young  in  May  (ehw). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  at  least  21  pairs  bred;  the  flock  reached  maxima  of  183 
in  August  and  160  in  December  (jgh,pfh,jc).  Sundridge,  max.  60  on 
Aug.  8th  (fbsa). 

76  White-fronted  Goose 

\ 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  one  from  Mar.  30th  to  Apr.  6th  (avm,pn). 

S  Gatton  Lake,  one  from  Feb.  23rd  to  Mar.  24th,  with  an  additional  bird  on 
Mar.  16th  (rhbf  et  al.). 

[77  Lesser  White-fronted  Goose] 

H  An  escaped  bird  was  present  in  the  Stockers  Lake  area  from  April  6th  to 
12th  (JRB,DKC,RNHS). 

[79  Snow  Goose] 

S  An  escaped  bird  was  seen  at  Beddington  on  Feb.  27th,  and  at  several 
places  around  Leatherhead  and  Reigate  in  mid-April  (mo). 

80  Brent  Goose 

E  Rainham,  one  on  Feb.  11th  (rmb). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  25  on  Dec.  7th  (drg)  and  24  on  8th  (kos).  Thames  at 
Woolwich,  13  flying  up-river  on  Feb.  2nd  (jfw5’). 

81  Barnacle  Goose 

All  records  are  probably  feral  birds. 
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E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  which  has  been  present  for  three  years  was  joined 
in  March  by  a  second  bird,  and  both  were  still  present  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  present  on  several  dates  up  to  Oct.  16th(jRB,PN,RNHs). 
M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  one  present  until  April  6th  (jrb,pn,rnhs). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  Feb.  16th  (jgh). 

S  Merstham,  two  on  Dec.  3rd  (dp). 

82  Canada  Goose 

Breeding  records  and  larger  counts  are  given. 

E  Bred  at  Walthamstow  Res.  (2  pairs)  and  Wanstead  Park  (1  pair). 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  eight  pairs  bred;  maximum  count  280  on  Oct.  16th  (pn). 
Rickmansworth  Aquadrome,  maxima  of  120  on  Jan.  12th  and  134  on 
Dec.  28th  (rnhs).  Tolpits  Lake,  111  on  Sept.  5th  (rnhs). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  seven  pairs  bred;  maximum  count  250  on  Oct.  5th 
(pn,jc«).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  max.  55  on  Oct.  26th  (pjo). 

Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  40  young  produced  (jpw).  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens,  five  pairs  bred,  max.  175  in  December  (dab).  Batter¬ 
sea  Park,  five  pairs  bred  (rap). 

B  Bred  at  Langley,  Horton  and  Wraysbury  G.Ps.  Maximum  count  at 
Wraysbury,  127  on  Sept.  6th  (avm,pn). 

K  Darenth  Pits,  two  pairs  bred  successfully  (rhh).  Sundridge,  three  pairs 
bred,  max.  185  on  Aug.  22nd  (fbsa).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  a  maximum  of  320 
in  September  (jgh  et  al.). 

S  Bred  at  Cobham  (4  pairs),  Oxted,  Gatton  Lake,  Kingston.  Maximum 
count  at  Gatton  Lake  98  on  Jan.  19th  (fmk). 

84  Mlute  Swan 

The  few  records  received  of  breeding  or  resident  pairs  may  be  summarized 


as  follows: 

Number  of 

Number  of 

localities 

Pairs 

Essex 

4 

4 

Herts. 

4 

8 

Middx. 

10 

10 

Kent 

5 

7 

Surrey 

11 

12 

Included  above  are  two  pairs  that  bred  in  Inner  London  at  Hyde  Park  and 
Surrey  Docks.  Maximum  monthly  counts  from  the  Lower  Thames 
(mainly  between  Bugsby’s  Reach  and  Crossness)  were  received  as  follows : 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

179  —  —  —  —  156  —  198  211  219  37  200 

Elsewhere  the  only  gathering  in  excess  of  15  was  of  up  to  61  at  Troy  Mill, 
Herts.,  in  December. 

86  Bewick’s  Swan 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  26th  (jgh,pfh,jc). 

91  Buzzard 

H  Sewardstone  Marsh,  one  on  Jan.  2nd.  Stanstead  Abbots,  one  flying 
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SSE  on  June  22nd,  and  another  going  in  the  same  direction  over  Stanstead 
Abbots  G.P.  on  Sept.  6th  (lvpg). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  a  uniformly  dark  bird  on  Feb.  22nd  and  another  dark 
bird  going  E  on  Mar.  30th  (jgh,jc). 

93  Sparrowhawk 

An  apparent  increase  in  the  number  of  nesting  pairs  with  breeding 
confirmed.  Another  pair  was  present  during  the  summer  in  an  area 
outside  Surrey  for  the  first  time  in  recent  history.  Birds  still  remain 
scarce  north  of  the  Thames,  with  no  records  from  Hertfordshire  this  year, 
while,  to  the  south,  above  average  number  of  records  were  received. 
Accepted  records  are  given  in  full,  except  for  Surrey  where  they  are 
summarized,  and  all  breeding  localities  suppressed. 

E  Epping  Forest,  one  on  April  20th  (efg)  and  a  female  on  June  4th  (ebwps). 
Thorndon  Park,  one  on  four  dates  throughout  the  year  (ebwps).  Ongar, 
one  on  May  23rd.  Chadwell  Heath  one  on  Oct.  25th  (crg). 

B  Datchet  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  21st  (mt).  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Aug. 
24th  (mtnhs). 

M  Inner  London:  one  over  Kensington  Gardens  on  Nov.  2nd  (co’n,emn). 
Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  May  31st  (hrg).  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  one  on 
Sept.  1st  (rnhs).  Harrow  School,  one  on  Oct.  1st  (mt). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  a  female  seen  on  Jan.  12th,  Apr.  6th  and  Oct.  19th,  a 
male  there  on  Mar.  16th  (gcd,jc,jgh,pfh).  Greenwich  Park,  one  on 
Mar.  1st  and  16th  (jam).  Orpington,  a  male  on  Apr.  21st  (pk).  Knockholt, 
a  pair  seen  from  Aug.  15th  to  Oct.  11th  (ts).  Pratts  Bottom,  one  soaring 
high  E  on  Sept.  22nd  (ts).  Joyden’s  Wood,  one  on  Sept.  28th  (pc,cp). 

S  Three  pairs  nested  successfully,  fairly  close  together  in  mid  Surrey.  Other 
birds  were  also  seen  at  suitable  locations  during  the  year.  Brooklands 
Aerodrome,  one  on  Jan.  15th,  Apr.  15th  and  Sept.  8th  (jgt).  Bookham 
Common  two  on  Jan.  12th  and  singles  there  on  Jan.  18th,  Apr.  12th  and 
27th  (mmt,nd).  One,  SE  over  Central  Croydon  on  Feb.  18th.  Buckland 
Hills  one  on  Feb.  22nd  (ibmcw).  Slyfield,  a  female  on  Mar.  31st.  Three 
in  the  air  together  over  Betchworth  Nov.  18th  (jgt).  A  female  in  the 
Cobham-Walton  area  between  May  19th  and  Oct.  5th.  Reigate,  one 
soaring  on  Sept.  8th  (rhc).  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Sept.  30th.  Arbrook 
Common,  a  female  hunting  over  a  stubble  field  on  Dec.  8th  (dkw). 

100  Hen  Harrier 

E  Rainham,  a  female  on  Oct.  19th  (rt).  West  Thurrock,  single  females  on 
Oct.  25th  (jmh)  and  Nov.  13th  (jdh). 

S  Betchworth,  a  male  on  Nov.  18th  (jgt). 

100/2  Harrier  sp. 

H  Amwell/Easney,  a  ‘ring  tail’  on  Oct.  11th,  and  a  female/immature  at  Rye 
Meads  on  Dec.  22nd  (lvp^). 

M  Staines  Res.,  a  ‘ring  tail’  Harrier  thought  to  have  been  a  Montagu's  on 
May  10th  (mt). 

103  Osprey 

E  King  George  V  Res.  and  Girling  Res.,  one  on  May  18th,  and  probably  the 
same  individual  at  Nazeing  G.P.  also  on  May  18th  (pr,mc). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one,  probably  a  female,  on  Apr.  19th,  and  an  immature 
bird  on  Sept.  19th  which  moved  off  W  (jgh,jc). 
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104  Hobby 

One  pair  bred  south  of  the  Thames  and  a  pair  was  present  at  another  site 
(in  Kent)  at  the  end  of  June. 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  on  May  10th  (rp). 

H  Rickmansworth,  one  on  July  18th  (am). 

M  Harrow  School,  one  on  Apr.  27th.  Singles  at  Harefield  Moor  G.P.  on 
May  13th  (pn).  Staines  Res.,  one  June  12th  with  two  on  Sept.  20th 
(mjr,wmcc).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  four  dates  from  May  3rd  to  Sept.  9th 
(hrg).  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  24th  (mtnhs),  Kempton  Park  Res., 
one  on  Aug.  23rd  (hrg).  Bushy  Park,  one  on  Sept.  19th  (mjw). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  June  15th,  and  one  on  Aug.  15th  (mtnhs).  Hythe 
End  Res.,  a  male  on  July  8th  (ng). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  a  male  on  May  19th  and  June  24th,  and  a  pair  on  June 
29th  (jgh,pfh,jc).  Sundridge,  one  on  June  8th  (fbsa). 

S  Oxshott,  one  Aug.  30th  flying  S  (dkw).  In  another  locality  one  pair  bred 
successfully. 

105  Peregrine 

K  Sevenoaks  Res.,  one  flying  E  on  Mar.  31st  (jc,jgh,pfh). 

M  Dollis  Hill,  one  on  Dec.  26th  (es). 

a 

1 10  Kestrel 


Breeding  records  are  summarized  in  the  following  table : 


Essex 

Herts 

Mx\ Bucks 

Inner  L. 

Kent 

Surrey 

Total 

Proven  breeding 

10 

10 

18 

3 

4 

16 

61 

Probable  breeding 

— 

2 

9 

7 

9 

4 

31 

92 


Compared  with  last  year’s  figures  there  was  a  significant  rise  in  the  numbers 
nesting,  but  this  probably  reflects  a  better  return  of  records  than  any 
influx  of  birds,  for  instance  there  were  no  records  published  in  1974  for 
Herts.  However,  changes  did  take  place,  in  Kent  for  example,  where  num¬ 
bers  reversed  their  order  to  4  +  9  in  1975  compared  with  9  +  4  in  1974 
(see  Lond.  Bird  Rep.  38  :  26),  and  in  Middlesex  and  Buckinghamshire  where 
there  was  an  overall  increase  of  12  pairs.  It  was  interesting  to  note  that 
one  pair  in  Surrey  used  a  nestbox  provided  and  raised  four  or  five  young 
(wri).  Some  cause  for  concern  was  felt  in  certain  parts  of  the  area  at  the 
loss  of  old  breeding  sites  owing  to  the  large  scale  felling  of  elms  infected 
with  the  Dutch  elm  disease. 

All  Inner  London  breeding  season  records  are  given  below : 

St.  Thomas’s  Hospital  SW1,  one  pair  bred  (caf).  Regent’s  Park,  one 
pair  bred  (jpw),  another  pair  present  at  Primrose  Hill.  Imperial  College, 
S.  Kensington,  a  pair  raised  one  young  (rjc).  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington 
Gardens,  one  pair  seen  displaying  and  mating  in  March  and  April,  but, 
as  in  previous  years,  no  evidence  of  successful  breeding  (dab).  Pairs  were 
also  present  throughout  the  breeding  season  at  Ladbroke  Square,  Moorgate, 
Stanley  Gardens,  Wll,  Surrey  Docks  (up  to  3  birds),  and  in  the  vicinity 
of  Waterloo  Station.  In  addition  isolated  records  came  from  four  other 
localities. 
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115  Red-legged  Partridge 

All  records  are  given. 

H  Maple  Cross,  two  on  Apr.  17th  (ip).  Stanstead  Abbots,  four  on  Mar.  28th, 
Cuffley,  two  on  Apr.  19th,  Symondshyde,  four  on  May  20th.  Cheshunt 
G.P.,  one  on  Dec.  13th  (hnhs). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  an  adult  with  seven  small  young  flushed  on  July  19th 
(pn). 

B  Datchet  Res.,  two  on  Mar.  29th,  three  on  Apr.  12th,  eight  on  Aug.  3rd 
(pn,am).  Rush  Green,  two  on  Sept.  24th. 

S  Cobham,  three  on  Apr.  1st  (dkw).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  five 
present  from  January  to  April,  one  present  in  June  and  August,  a  pair 
with  two  small  young  on  Sept.  5th;  five  present  in  October  and  three  in 
December. 

116  Partridge 

No  further  decrease  since  last  year  reported.  The  numbers  of  birds 
recorded  compares  favourably.  Middlesex  and  Kent  once  again  seem  to 
be  the  stronghold,  compared  with  Essex  from  which  no  records  were 
received  for  the  second  year  in  succession.  Clearly  the  records  received 
do  not  reflect  the  exact  distribution. 

H  Pairs  at  Frogmore,  London  Colney,  Old  Parkbury,  Panshanger,  Symond¬ 
shyde. 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  7th.  Bushy  Park,  20  on  Feb.  16th,  one  nest  with 
ten  eggs  found  (kfb).  Osterley  Park,  15  pairs  during  the  breeding  season 
(dgh).  Hampton  Court  Park,  eight  pairs  during  the  summer  with  three 
broods  seen  in  July  and  August  (wri).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  four  on  Aug.  3rd 
and  nine  on  Dec.  7th.  Eight  at  Kempton  Park  on  Nov.  29th  (jc). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  12  on  Nov.  9th. 

K  Dartford  Marshes,  maxima  of  20-26  for  the  year  in  January  and  February, 
bred  in  the  area  of  Stone  Marshes  (drg).  Cross  Ness  S.F.,  two  pairs 
present  (pjs/z)-  Sundridge,  pair  with  four  young  in  July  and  a  max.  of 
44  on  Oct.  24th  (fbsa).  Swanscombe  Marsh,  eight  on  Sept.  13th. 

S  Richmond  Park,  birds  present  during  the  breeding  season  (wri).  Seen  at 
eight  otheD  sites,  with  breeding  taking  place  at  Downside  and  probably 
at  Park  Farm,  Chessington.  One  pair  at  Norbury  Park  in  May. 

[ —  Rock  Partridge] 

E  South  Ockenden,  one  with  Red-legged  Partridge  on  May  8th  and  14th 
(ebwps).  This  is  an  introduced  species,  which  may  hybridize  with  other 
partridges.  Observers  are  asked  to  take  care  when  identifying  unusual 
partridges. 

117  Quail 

K  Eynsford,  one  calling  in  cornfield  on  June  15th  (khp). 

118  Pheasant 

No  significant  change  in  the  population  of  the  London  Area  over  the 
recent  years.  At  least  three  pairs  bred  in  both  Surrey  and  Middlesex, 
and  the  species  is  well  established  in  the  Cassiobury  Park  and  South 
Hertfordshire  area. 

S  Lonsdale  Road  Res.,  a  female  on  Apr.  5th.  Buckland,  a  melanistic  bird 
in  a  party  of  nine  on  Nov.  2nd. 
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119  Crane 

M  Alexandra  Palace,  one  flying  SSE  on  July  19th  (nb).  Accepted  by  British 
Birds  Rarities  Committee,  this  comprises  the  fourth  record  for  the  London 
Area  this  century. 

120  Water  Rail 

A  noticeable  increase  in  the  number  of  records  received.  All  sites  of 
winter  occurrence  are  given  (singles  unless  otherwise  stated). 

E  Sewardstone,  up  to  three  during  January  to  March  (efg),  two  on  Dec.  27th 
(cf).  Fishers  Green,  up  to  two  in  December.  Epping  S.F.,  Rainham, 
Thorndon  Park,  Wanstead  Park. 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one  caught  and  ringed  on  Jan.  1st  (mcrg),  one  on  May 
26th,  and  two  on  Dec.  27th  (rnhs).  Stocker’s  Lake,  up  to  three  during 
February  and  March  (dkc,rnhs),  one  on  Nov.  18th  (jrb).  Cassiobury 
Park,  one  on  Mar.  17th  (ip)  and  two  on  Dec.  5th  (rnhs).  Troy  Mill  G.P., 
Helicon  G.P.,  Pynesfield  G.P.,  Springwell  Lake. 

M  Brent  Res.,  four  in  November  and  December,  singles  in  March  and  May 
(lab).  Ruislip  Lido,  two  on  Dec.  27th,  singles  in  February  and  October 
(rdnhs).  Bushy  Park,  pair  displaying  and  present  in  breeding  season 
(mjw  et  al.).  Uxbridge,  one  flushed  from  ditch  on  Aug.  20th.  Harefield 
Moor,  Ponders  End  S.F.,  Trent  Park. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  two  on  Feb.  1st,  one  on  Apr.  10th  and  one  present 
during  December;  these  were  the  first  records  from  Buckinghamshire  for 
at  least  two  years  (pn,am). 

K  Ruxley,  present  throughout  the  year  with  three  up  to  Mar.  2nd.  Sundridge, 
three  regularly  seen  (fbsa).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  two  pairs  present  in  March 
(jgh,pfh).  Pratts  Bottom,  one  found  dead  on  Nov.  1st  (ts).  Crayford 
Ness,  Dartford  Marsh,  Foots  Cray  Meadows,  Otford,  Swanscombe  Marsh. 

S  Richmond  Park,  again  present  throughout  the  year,  with  three  seen  in 
February,  young  birds  seen  on  June  15th  and  July  26th  (rhk,bam).  Bed- 
dington  S.F.,  two  during  March  and  April  and  one  in  November  (jgd). 
Gatton,  two  on  Feb.  26th.  Buckland  S.P.,  Hamm  Moor  S.P.,  Hersham 
S.F.,  Hogsmill  S.F.,  Lonsdale  Road  Res.,  Priory  Park  Reigate,  Stoke 
D’Abernon. 

121  Spotted  Crake 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  8th  (lab). 

126  Moorhen 

A  noticeable  decline  in  numbers,  with  only  two  records  of  over  50  birds 
together,  compared  with  eight  records  in  1973  and  four  in  1974.  It  is  still 
plentiful  as  a  breeding  species,  with  many  pairs  in  Kent  and  Surrey. 
Largest  counts  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  three  pairs  bred 
(dab,rfs).  Breeding  recorded  in  Regent’s  Park  and  Regent’s  Canal,  two 
pairs  (jpw,arg).  Southwark  Park,  bred  (rea). 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  120  plus  on  Jan.  12th  and  again  on  Dec.  21st  (mcrg). 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  a  decrease  in  numbers  from  last  year,  no 
more  than  12  in  January  and  February,  two  pairs  bred  successfully  in 
July  and  August,  max.  of  15  on  Dec.  6th  (rea,kc). 
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127  Coot 

Larger  counts  and  Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  max.  of  560  (Jan.)  in  the  first  half  of  the  year,  but  up 
to  945  in  Dec. ;  the  usual  big  concentration  in  late  summer  was  not  reported, 
there  being  only  205  on  July  26th. 

H  Troy  Mill  G.P.,  up  to  660  in  Nov.  and  500  in  Dec. 

M  The  only  counts  in  excess  of  300  were  from  Brent  Res.  (between  600  and 
700  from  Oct.  to  Dec.),  King  George  VI  Res.  (370  in  Sept.)  and  Stoke 
Newington  Res.  (333  in  Jan.).  Inner  London:  bred  in  Battersea  Park 
(six  pairs),  Regent’s  Park  (no  details),  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens 
(ten  nests)  and  Southwark  Park  (two  broods). 

B  Wraysbury  and  Horton  G.Ps.,  338  on  Jan.  12th. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  340  on  Feb.  1st.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  a  pair 
bred  for  the  first  time. 

131  Oystercatcher 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  on  June  15th  (pjv).  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  Mar. 
4th  (reh),  June  14th,  July  10th,  20th  and  two  on  June  29th  (jmh).  West 
Thurrock,  singles  on  July  19th  (gcg),  Aug.  8th  and  Sept.  2nd  (jd).  Wal¬ 
thamstow  Res.,  two  on  Apr.  25th  (efg). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  23rd  (rnhs).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on 
Oct.  4th  (gcg).  Kempton  Park,  one  on  Aug.  9th  (hrg).  Staines  Res., 
three  circling  the  reservoir  for  five  minutes  on  Aug.  17th  (pn).  Wraysbury 
Res.,  one  on  Aug.  24th  (mtnhs). 

K  Cross  Ness  outfall,  pair  present  on  May  4th  and  June  29th  (jfw^). 
Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  July  20th  (drg).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  singles  on 
June  23rd,  Aug.  17th,  and  23rd  (jgh).  Swanscombe,  one  on  Mar.  1st, 
two  on  Apr.  14th  and  May  13th,  and  three  on  May  22nd  (lfw). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  28th  (rbh,js).  Walton-on-Thames,  one 
SW  on  Apr.  27th  (co). 

133  Lapwing 

The  largest  winter  flocks  reported  were  of  1,0004-  at  Sundridge  (K)  on 
Jan.  2nd,  i,000+  at  Sevenoaks  (K)  on  Jan.  28th,  c.  1,200  at  Staines  Moor 
on  Feb.  2nd  and  c.  1,000  at  Staines  Res.,  during  December.  No  large 
hard-weather  movements  were  observed  at  either  end  of  the  year.  The 
usual  mid-summer  migration  was  noted  from  June  12th. 

The  species  bred  in  all  counties.  In  Inner  London  in  the  Surrey  Docks, 
unlike  1973  and  1974,  there  were  no  attempts  at  breeding,  but  the  species 
was  seen  frequently  between  March  and  July. 

134  Ringed  Plover 

Away  from  the  Thames,  the  only  winter  records  were  two  at  Datchet 
Res.  (B)  on  Feb.  15th  and  three  on  Feb.  18th  (mtnhs),  and  one  at  Staines 
Res.  on  Nov.  21st  (pn).  Spring  passage  numbers  were  low  during  March 
and  April,  with  only  odd  birds  reported  from  various  localities.  Thames 
records  for  May  showed  32  present  at  West  Thurrock  on  the  18th  (drg) 
and  a  late  peak  of  40  at  Rainham  on  the  31st  (pjv).  Two/three  pairs 
were  holding  territories  at  Datchet  Res.  by  late  March  and  would  have 
probably  bred  but  for  the  reservoir  being  flooded  during  April.  Positive 
breeding  records  were  received  from  Rainham  (E),  where  two  pairs  reared 
one  and  two  chicks  resp.  on  May  19th  (kb).  Belvedere  (K),  adults,  with 
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two  chicks  May  19th  (pjs«);  Cross  Ness  S.F.  (K),  pair  with  one  chick  May 
22nd  (jfw,pjs«).  Seven  birds,  including  juveniles,  were  present  at  Swans- 
combe  (K)  on  July  19th  (lfw)  and  one  juvenile  was  observed  at  Sevenoaks 
(K)  on  July  29th  (jc,gcdh,jgh).  Other  breeding  season  records  came 
from  the  Thames  at  Frog  Island  (E)  ‘two  pairs  nested’,  and  Ripple  Level 
(E)  ‘nesting  suspected’  (acp). 

Autumn  passage  was  widely  reported  from  inland  localities  from  the 
beginning  of  August  until  early  October.  Numbers  recorded  at  Perry 
Oaks  S.F.  during  this  period  remained  fairly  constant  with  10  to  15  present 
on  most  dates,  with  peaks  of  33  on  Aug.  17th  (pje)  and  20  on  Oct.  2nd  (pn). 
Observations  on  the  Thames  are  summarized  in  the  following  table  which 
shows  peak  monthly  counts  for  each  section  of  the  river. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Crossness 

— 

— 

4 

4 

2 

— 

— 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Rainham 

— 

50 

— 

2 

40 

4 

35 

50 

60 

— 

— 

— 

Dartford 

— 

4 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

20 

4 

— 

1 

Thurrock 

— 

— 

— 

— 

32 

— 

— 

150 

118 

240 

116 

146 

Swanscombe 

2 

52 

2 

2 

— 

3 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

The  wintering  population’s  preference  for  roosting  on  the  ash  ponds  at 
West  Thurrock  power  station  was  again  evident  although  no  records  were 
received  covering  the  first  four  months  of  the  year. 

135  Little  Ringed  Plover 

All  breeding  records  and  larger  counts  of  migrants  given. 

E  Six  pairs  nested,  four  of  them  successfully,  at  four  sites.  Peak  counts  of 
autumn  migrants  were  of  17  on  July  18th  and  22  on  July  20th  (jmh)  at 
Rainham  Marsh. 

H  Five  pairs  bred  successfully,  and  possibly  two  more  pairs,  at  five  sites. 

M  One  pair  bred  successfully  at  each  of  three  sites. 

B  At  least  one  pair  bred  successfully  at  one  site  and  a  pair  held  a  territory 
at  another  site. 

K  Two  pairs  bred  successfully  at  one  site  and  two  pairs  were  present  at 
another  site,  one  pair  of  which  bred  successfully. 

S  Two  pairs  bred  at  one  site,  one  successfully  but  the  nest  and  eggs  of  the 
other  pair  were  destroyed.  One  pair  bred  successfully  at  another  site;  a 
pair  was  found  incubating  eggs  at  a  third  site  and  a  pair  were  suspected  of 
breeding  at  a  fourth  site. 

139  Grey  Plover 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Sept.  21st  (db,ahg).  West  Thurrock,  singles  on 
Oct.  11th  (drg),  Oct.  12th  (gcg),  and  one  in  November  (dm). 

M  Staines  Res.,  singles  on  May  9th  (pr),  Nov.  2nd  (gc,avm,pn)  and  Dec.  7th 
(pn,rey),  two  on  Nov.  3rd  (pn)  and  12  on  Nov.  12th  (drco). 

140  Golden  Plover 

E  Epping,  30  on  Mar.  28th  (ebwps). 

FI  Symondshyde,  30  on  Apr.  3rd  (hnhs). 

M  East  Bedfont,  26  on  Nov.  5th,  87  on  Nov.  20th  and  15  on  Dec.  2nd  (md). 
Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  singles  on  Jan.  5th  (adf)  and  Oct.  29th  (pn).  Wraysbury 
Res.,  eight  on  Feb.  15th  (mtnhs)  and  one  on  Feb.  27th  (mjr).  Staines 
Moor,  maxima  of  85  on  Jan.  26th  (lfr)  and  90  on  Feb.  8th  (psaa)  during 
the  first  three  months  of  the  year,  last  record  there  of  43  on  Apr.  8th 
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(lfr);  in  December,  70-75  on  Dec.  3rd  (pn),  and  95  on  Dec.  24th  (avm). 
Staines  Res.,  58  flying  W  on  Dec.  2nd  (pn)  and  up  to  16  on  exposed  mud 
flats  during  November  and  December,  probably  part  of  Staines  Moor 
flock. 

143  Turnstone 

E  Girling  Res.,  singles  on  Apr.  19th  and  Aug.  17th  (jf).  Rainham  Marsh, 
two  on  June  5th  (jmh)  and  singles  on  July  6th  (reh)  and  July  22nd  (jmh). 
West  Thurrock,  two  on  Aug.  21st,  six  on  Sept.  2nd,  two  on  Sept.  17th 
and  19th,  one  on  Sept.  24th  (dm,jd),  and  two  on  Oct.  11th  (drg). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  or  two  on  seven  dates  between  Aug.  2nd  and 
Aug.  20th;  11  flying  over  on  Aug.  29th  (mjr),  and  singles  on  Sept.  9th 
(mjr)  and  Sept.  17th  (wm). 

K  Swanscombe,  one  on  Sept.  13th  (lfw). 

145  Snipe 

There  were  no  breeding  records  received  and  the  only  reports  of  drumming 
were  from  Brent  Res.  (M)  on  May  8th  (lab)  and  Cross  Ness  S.F.  (K) 
during  April  (jfw). 

Details  of  peak  counts  and  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 
Thames  records  are  shown  under  Kent. 

E  Epping  S.F.,  100+  on  Oct.  6th  (dm). 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  50  on  Sept.  1 3th  (mcrg).  Moor  Farm  (Tolpit  Lake), 
40  on  Oct.  25th  (rnhs). 

M  -Fray’s  Farm,  Uxbridge,  50+  on  Aug.  22nd  (pn).  Little  Britain  Lake, 
Yiewsley,  100+  January  to  early  April,  110  on  Dec.  6th  (md).  Perry 
Oaks  S.F.,  50  on  Oct.  29th  and  Nov.  5th  (avm,pn).  Ponders  End  S.F., 
40  early  February  (prh,kdm).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington 
Gardens,  one  on  Sept.  8th  and  Nov.  8th  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  singles 
on  Oct.  8th  and  Dec.  16th,  both  flushed  from  garden  of  Holme  College 
(jpw). 

B  Iver  G.P.,  25  on  Jan.  25th,  15  estimated  on  Apr.  1st  (md). 

K  Cross  Ness  S.F.,  60+  late  March  and  early  April  (jfw).  Dartford  Marsh, 
50+  Jan.  i 9th  and  100+  Dec.  7th  (drg).  Otford,  50+  on  Mar.  8th  and 
Apr.  4th  (tc).  Rainham,  30  from  boat  on  Jan.  12th  (pwb,dld,pjg),  40 
on  Jan.  25th  (db).  Sevenoaks,  January  to  March  70-75,  Oct.  18th  130, 
Dec.  14th  125  (jc,gcdh,pfh,jgh).  Swanscombe,  95  on  Jan.  12th  (lfw). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  maxima  of  30,  Oct. /Dec.  (rh,sja).  Slyfield,  25+  on 
Mar.  23rd  (rcp).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  eight  flushed  on  Apr.  26th, 
singles  various  dates  during  May,  two  on  Oct.  10th  and  Nov.  22nd 
(rea,kac). 

146  Great  Snipe 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  present  from  Sept.  3rd  to  15th  (jc,jgh,ajh). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  this  is  the  fourth  record  for 
the  London  Area  this  century.  The  last  was  in  1962. 

147  Jack  Snipe 

E  Epping  S.F.,  15-20  in  January,  five  in  February  and  ten  during  October 
and  December  (dm).  Rainham  Marsh,  up  to  five  in  February,  six  on  Mar. 
28th,  three  on  Apr.  19th,  two  on  Oct.  25th  and  Nov.  22nd,  one  on  Dec. 
6th  and  three  on  Dec.  24th  (jmh).  Sewardstone,  four  on  Mar.  4th  (pjv) 
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and  two  on  Apr.  2nd  (cf).  Thorndon  Park,  one  on  Jan.  1st  and  2nd  (rl). 
Walthamstow  Marsh,  one  on  Jan.  4th  (km).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on 
Feb.  27th  (rl)  and  Oct.  12th  (jf). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  on  Dec.  13th  (hnhs).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one  on  Jan. 
19th  (mcrg).  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  on  Oct.  9th  (jrb).  Tolpit  Lake,  one  on 
Dec.  1st  (rnhs). 

M  Longford  G.P.,  up  to  eight  between  Oct.  1st  and  Dec.  14th  (md,avm,pn). 
Osterley  Park,  one  on  Dec.  16th  (dgh).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Dec.  7th 
(pn)  and  Dec.  20th  (avm).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  23rd  and  Dec. 
27th  (hrg).  Stanwell  Moor  G.P.,  one  on  Oct.  31st  (md). 

B  Tver  G.P.,  three  on  Jan.  5th,  five  on  Jan.  9th  and  four  on  Nov.  8th  (md). 

K  Cross  Ness,  one  on  Apr.  29th  (jfw).  Dartford  Marsh,  up  to  three  during 
January,  February  and  March;  one  in  November  and  up  to  eight  in 
December  (drg).  Littlebrook,  one  or  two  from  January  to  March  and 
again  from  November  (drg).  Otford,  one  in  a  garden  on  Feb.  20th  (tc). 
Sevenoaks  G.P.,  up  to  18  in  January  (jgh,pfh),  four  in  February  and  five 
in  March,  and  up  to  five  from  September  to  December  (jc).  Sundridge, 
one  on  Jan.  19th  (fbsa).  Swanscombe,  one  on  Feb.  22nd,  up  to  21  in  April, 
and  two  on  Nov.  23rd  (lfw). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  up  to  six  in  January  and  February,  four  in  March  and 
one  in  November  (mo).  Hersham  S.F.,  six  on  Nov.  22nd  (dp),  two  on 
Dec.  6th  (jjb)  and  one  on  Dec.  11th  (jgt).  Hogsmill  S.F.,  one  on  Jan. 
25th,  five  on  Feb.  16th  and  one  on  Mar.  22nd  (wri).  Holmethorpe,  four 
on  Nov.  2nd  and  Dec.  16th  (rhc).  Slyfield,  two  on  Mar.  23rd  (rcp). 
Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  singles  on  Jan.  24th,  Apr.  21st  and  26th 
(rea,kac). 

148  Woodcock 

Winter  records  at  Epping  S.F.  (E)  included  five  on  Feb.  22nd  and  nine  on 
Dec.  16th  (ebwps),  and  one  or  two  at  other  sites  in  Middx.,  Kent  and 
Surrey.  Sightings  away  from  usual  areas  were  singles  at  Hampstead 
Heath  (M)  on  Mar.  23rd  and  Dec.  19th  (kes),  Kensington  Gardens  (1L) 
on  Mar.  24th  (dab),  one  circling  near  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral  (IL)  on  Nov. 
5th  (cjm),  and  one  on  Wimbledon  Common  (S)  on  Mar.  31st  (wri).  All 
breeding  season  records  are  given  below. 

E  Epping  Forest,  one  on  May  14th  (efg)  and  two  on  May  27th  (crg). 
Hainault,  one  on  June  21st  (mkd).  Thorndon  Park,  two  on  May  28th 
(ebwps). 

H  Chorleywood,  one  on  June  12th  and  13th  (hnhs).  Highfield  Wood,  two 
or  three  birds  roding  on  June  26th  (pn).  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on 
Apr.  25th  (ehw).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  singles  on  Aug.  8th  and  20th  (mcrg). 
Symondshyde,  singles  on  May  9th  and  June  30th  (hnhs). 

M  Trent  Park,  one  on  Apr.  22nd  (rwr). 

S  Arbrook  Common,  one  roding  and  two  in  pursuit  flight  on  Mar.  24th 
(wri).  Ashstead  Common,  one  on  Aug.  12th  (mhr).  Bookham  Common, 
singles  roding  Apr.  27th  (mmt),  May  3rd/4th  (lb),  one  with  several  young 
reported  May  18th,  another  acting  if  nesting  on  May  29th  (gb),  one 
roding  May  31st  (mmt).  Esher  Common,  singles  roding  on  May  28th 
(jrm),  June  10th  (wri),  June  13th  (rhk),  June  16th  (jet)  and  July  15th 
(jrm).  Fairoak  Lane  Wood,  one  on  Mar.  23rd  (wri).  Headley  Heath, 
four  or  five  roding  on  June  3rd  (pc),  two  roding  on  June  11th  (jet). 
Limpsfield  Chart,  two  roding  on  May  30th  (kco),  one  roding  on  June  6th 
(rjc),  two  or  three  on  June  19th  (ajh).  Nower  Wood,  two  nests  being 
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incubated  on  Apr.  17th  (rhbf).  West  End  Common,  singles  on  Apr.  23rd 
and  July  3rd  (jrm). 

150  Curlew 

No  wintering  flocks  were  reported  from  the  Purfleet-Swanscombe  stretch 
of  the  Thames.  One  at  Swanscombe  on  Jan.  12th  (lfw)  and  two  at 
Thurrock  on  Nov.  15th  (drg)  were  the  only  winter  records. 

Sightings  away  from  the  Thames  are  summarized  below: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Sightings  21144111321  1 

Total  Birds  3  1  1  10  23  3  1  1  1 1  2  1  1 

May  sightings  all  occurred  during  the  first  nine  days  of  the  month. 

Curlew  sightings  away  from  the  Thames  over  the  last  six  years  (1970-75) 
are  analysed  below: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Sightings  14  4  13  16  10  18  14  34  15  6  8  16 

Total  Birds  20  8  17  24  36  50  21  85  41  6  11  29 

Distinct  peaks  occur  in  June  and  August/September,,  which  are  probably 
attributable  to  post-breeding  dispersal  and  autumn  migration.  Mild 
weather  conditions  were  probably  responsible  for  the  absence  of  winter 
peaks. 

Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  one  flying  N  calling  on 
Apr.  18th  (dab)  and  one  flying  W  over  the  Surrey  Docks  on  Apr.  23rd 
(rea). 

151  Whimbrel 

< 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  10th  (jf).  Rainham  Marsh,  four  on 
July  10th  (jmh).  Walthamstow,  singles  on  Apr.  26th  (pjv)  and  May  10th 
(rl). 

H  Rye  Meads,  one  on  May  10th;  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  16th 
(lvpg). 

M  Mill  Hill,  one  flying  over  on  July  14th  (ehw).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  two 
flying  NW  on  July  12th  (hrg).  Staines  Res.,  a  flock  of  18  on  Aug.  30th 
(mjw  et  al.). 

B  Datchet  Res.,  six  on  May  11th  (mtnhs). 

K  Swanscombe,  four  on  Apr.  27th  and  one  on  May  11th  (lfw). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Apr.  18th  (jkcg)  and  nine  on  Apr.  27th  (jd). 
East  Molesey,  several  calling  at  23.30  hrs.,  on  Aug.  10th  (pjo). 

154  Black-tailed  Godwit 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  July  10th  (jmh)  and  July  16th  (reh). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  July  7th  (wm). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  July  3rd  (gcdh,jgh,jc). 

155  Bar-tailed  Godwit 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  three  on  July  6th  (nb,reh)  and  one  on  Aug.  11th  (mkd). 
K  Thames:  Dartford,  one  on  Feb.  8th  (sjg). 
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156  Green  Sandpiper 

All  winter  records  are  summarized  and  the  largest  counts  at  times  of 
passage  are  given. 

E  In  winter  one  to  four  at  Girling  Res.,  and  Rainham  Marsh.  Maxima  in 
autumn  up  to  four  at  Girling  Res.,  and  20  at  Rainham  Marsh  in  July  and 
August  (jf,jmh). 

H  Singles  in  winter  at  Croxleyhall  watercress  beds  (jrb),  Maple  Cross  S.F. 
(mcrg),  and  two  on  the  River  Chess,  Rickmansworth  (rnhs).  Four  at 
Maple  Cross  S.F.  in  autumn  (mcrg). 

M  Singles  in  both  winters  at  Kempton  Park  (hrg).  In  December  up  to  seven 
at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  and  one  or  two  at  Poyle  rubbish  tip,  Staines  Moor 
and  Staines  Res.  In  autumn  up  to  seven  at  Perry  Oaks  (mo). 

B  In  winter  two  at  Denham  Court  and  singles  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  (gc,avm,pn). 

K  In  winter  up  to  three  at  five  localities  on  the  Thames-side  marshes  and  one 
or  two  at  six  other  sites.  Up  to  seven  at  Sevenoaks  G.P.  in  autumn 
(jgh  et  al.). 

S  Up  to  four  at  Beddington  S.F.,  and  Island  Barn  Res.,  in  winter.  Up  to 
four  at  Beddington  S.F.  in  autumn  (mo). 

157  Wood  Sandpiper 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  May  31st  (pjv),  Aug.  17th  (gcg),  Sept.  2nd 
(jd,jmh),  Sept.  8th  (jmh)  and  two  on  Sept.  3rd  (kb). 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one  on  Sept.  6th  (mcrg). 

M  Fray’s  Farm,  Uxbridge,  one  on  Aug.  9th  (pn).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  singles 
on  Aug.  10th  (gc),  Aug.  18th  (gjl),  Aug.  24th  (jc«),  Sept.  21st  (jc«,gc) 
and  two  on  Aug.  17th  (jc«,pn). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  singles  on  July  15th,  Aug.  14th,  Sept.  19th  and  one  on 
July  27th  remained  there  until  Aug.  8th  (gcdh,jc,pfh). 

159  Common  Sandpiper 

All  winter  and  Inner  London  records  are  summarized  and  the  largest 
spring  and  autumn  gatherings  are  given. 

E  Singles  in  January  at  Rainham  Marsh  and  at  West  Thurrock  in  November. 
In  autumn,  up  to  25  at  the  Lea  Valley  Reservoirs  and  26  at  Rainham  Marsh. 

H  One  at  Croxleyhall  G.P.  in  December.  The  largest  count  in  autumn  was 
of  ten  at  Maple  Cross  S.F. 

M  In  winter,  five  at  Staines  Res.,  on  Jan.  5th,  otherwise  singles  at  both  ends 
of  the  year  at  this  locality  and  at  Kempton  Park,  Queen  Mary  Res.,  and 
at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  in  February  and  March,  and  at  Wraysbury  in  February. 
Peak  autumn  counts  were  23  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  on  Aug.  9th,  15  at  Queen 
Mary  Res.,  on  July  30th  and  17  at  Wraysbury  Res.,  on  Aug.  11th.  Inner 
London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  two  on  May  16th,  and 
singles  on  Apr.  14th  and  May  15th  and  on  four  dates  in  autumn;  Regent’s 
Park,  singles  on  seven  dates  between  Aug.  15th  and  Sept.  12th. 

K  Singles  recorded  in  both  winters  at  Sevenoaks  G.P.  and  Dartford  Marsh, 
and  at  Swanscombe  in  February  and  four  at  Rainham  in  December. 
Autumn  peaks  were  of  12  in  a  flock  over  the  River  Thames  at  Swanscombe 
on  Aug.  12th  and  19  also  at  Swanscombe  on  Aug.  28th. 

S  Singles  at  Ham  Moor  G.P.  in  January  and  at  Walton  Res.  in  both  winters 
(three  on  Jan.  5th).  The  largest  count  in  autumn  was  of  15  at  Beddington 
S.F.,  on  Aug.  9th.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  up  to  two  on  six  dates 
in  spring  and  up  to  four  from  July  to  September. 
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161  Redshank 

Wintering  numbers  along  the  River  Thames  appeared  to  be  similar  to 
1974,  with  the  main  concentration  feeding  between  Rainham  and  Swans- 
combe  and  roosting  on  the  ash  pits  at  West  Thurrock  power  station. 

The  number  of  birds  using  the  Surrey  Docks  (Inner  London)  as  a  high 
tide  roost  was  down  on  the  previous  year  to  a  maximum  of  12  on  Jan. 
7th/8th. 

Elsewhere  the  highest  counts  were  20  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  (M)  on  Feb  1st, 
20.  Staines  Res.  (M)  on  Oct.  22nd  and  30+  on  Dec.  27th. 

The  following  table  includes  all  records,  except  those  for  the  Thames  and 
associated  roosts  and  summer  records  from  breeding  sites. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Sightings  6  9  13  15  6  3  5  2  3  10  16  14 

Total  Birds  32  67  20  24  9  4  6  3  3  74  98  72 

The  October-December  increase  over  previous  years  was  due  to  the 
drainage  of  Staines  Reservoir. 

Records  of  possible  or  proved  breeding,  and  summer  records  are  shown 
below : 

E  Ripple  Level,  pair  bred  successfully  (acp). 

H  Rye  Meads,  pair  attempted  to  breed,  not  successful  (lvpg). 

M  Kempton  Park,  two  adults  with  one  young  during  June  (ghd,hrg).  Staines 
Moor,  up  to  three  pairs  in  area,  no  nests  or  young  located  (pn). 

K  Cross  Ness  S.F.,  two  pairs  present  during  May  and  June(jFW,pjs«).  Dartford 
Marsh,  five  territories,  not  known  if  successful  (drg,sjg).  Stone  Marsh, 
pair  present  throughout  breeding  season  (drg).  Sundridge,  pair  present 
during  May  and  June  (fbsa).  Swanscombe  Marsh,  three  or  four  pairs 
holding  territories  May-June,  six  adults  with  three  juveniles  on  July  19th 
(lfw). 

S  Cobham,  pair  in  area  from  Mar.  23rd  to  June  22nd — breeding  (dp). 

Lower  Thames  counts  are  summarized  in  the  table  below,  which  shows 
peak  monthly  totals  for  each  section  where  more  than  ten  were  recorded 
during  the  year. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr  May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Crossness 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

— 

— 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Rainham 

120 

300 

Dartford 

130 

120 

100 

18 

14 

12 

— 

— 

13 

42 

183 

144 

Thurrock 

100 

70 

54 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

150 

150 

320 

272 

Swanscombe 

60 

133 

50 

100 

20 

28 

9 

— 

14 

— 

17 

— 

410 

623 

204 

118 

38 

44 

9 

_ 

181 

196 

524 

420 

162  Spotted  Redshank 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  23rd  (km)  and  Aug.  30th  (jf).  Rainham 
Marsh,  one  on  Sept.  2nd  (jd,jmh). 

M  Frays  Farm,  Uxbridge,  three  on  Aug.  16th  and  two  on  Aug.  17th  (pn). 
Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  31st  (pje).  Staines  Res.,  singles  on  Apr.  24th 
and  25th  (wm),  Aug.  5th  (mjr),  Sept.  7th  and  20th  (sjm,drco). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  singles  on  Aug.  7th  and  Nov.  2nd  (jc,jgh,pfh).  River 
Thames:  Barking,  two  on  Nov.  2nd  (dm). 

S  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  three  on  Aug.  10th  (jcw).  Hamm  Moor  S.P.,  one  on 
Aug.  15th  (jgt). 
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165  Greenshank 

E  In  spring,  singles  at  King  George  V  Res.,  on  Apr.  25th  and  May  2nd  (cf) 
^nd  two  at  West  Thurrock  on  May  24th  (ap).  Autumn  passage:  Girling 
Res.,  maximum  of  seven  on  Aug.  30th  (jf)  and  up  to  12  at  Rainham  Marsh 
in  July  (jmh). 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  two  on  Aug.  2nd  (rnhs)  and  one  on  Aug.  5th  (mcrg). 
Stocker’s  Lake,  singles  on  Mar.  20th  and  Oct.  15th  (hnhs),  and  two  on 
Aug.  10th  (pn). 

M  In  Spring,  singles  at  Staines  Res.,  on  May  20th  (dk,caw)  and  Perry  Oaks 
S.F.,  on  Apr.  18th  (wm).  Autumn  passage:  Staines  Res.,  from  July  19th 
to  Oct.  2nd  with  a  maximum  of  eight  on  Aug.  17th  (pn);  Queen  Mary 
Res.,  up  to  14  in  August  (wm);  up  to  four  at  five  other  localities.  Inner 
London:  Hyde  Park,  one  W  on  July  7th  (dab). 

B  Datchet  Res.,  one  on  May  9th  (mtnhs).  Wraysbury  G.P.,  up  to  three  on 
many  dates  from  July  6th  to  Oct.  16th  (mo). 

K  Marley  Lake,  Riverhead,  one  on  May  17th  (dep).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one 
or  two  on  nine  dates  in  May  (gcdh,jgh,pfh)  and  singles  on  June  15th, 
28th  and  30th  (jc).  In  autumn,  singles  at  four  sites  from  July  to  October. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  N  on  Aug.  10th  (rbh),  Holmethorpe,  two  on  Aug. 
1st  (rhc),  three  on  Aug.  11th  (mns)  and  one  or  two  on  six  dates  in  August 
and  September. 

169  Knot 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Sept.  15th  (jmh).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on 
Apr.  21st  (cjg).  West  Thurrock,  one  on  Aug.  23rd  (dsb). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  29th  (pn).  Staines  Res.,  singles  on  Apr. 
23rd,  Aug.  13th  and  Sept.  8th  (mjr),  three  on  Nov.  19th  (drco),  two  on 
Nov.  20th  (wm,pn)  and  21st  (pn). 

K  Swanscombe,  one  on  Mar.  1st  (sjg). 

171  Little  Stint 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  May  31st  (pjv)  and  one  on  June  5th  (jmh);  in 
autumn  up  to  20  between  Aug.  30th  and  Sept.  19th  (kb  et  al.).  Waltham¬ 
stow  Res.,  two  on  Aug.  25th  (jf).  West  Thurrock,  singles  on  Aug.  23rd, 
30th  and  Oct.  11th  (ebwps,drg). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  up  to  nine  from  Aug.  25th  to  Oct.  17th  (mo).  Singles 
at  Queen  Mary,  Staines  and  Wraysbury  reservoirs  from  Aug.  24th  to 
Oct.  15th. 

K  Thamesmead,  one  on  Sept.  12th  (pjs/j). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  on  Aug.  31st  (mdk).  Walton  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  4th 
(pc)  and  two  on  Sept.  7th  and  8th  (pc,co). 

173  Temminck’s  Stint 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  singles  on  May  4th  ( per  rey).  May  5th  (frc)  and  Aug. 
29th  (pn). 

178  Dunlin 

On  the  River  Thames  wintering  numbers  showed  a  slight  drop  compared 
with  recent  years ;  the  following  table  shows  peak  monthly  counts  from  each 
section  of  the  river.  As  no  simultaneous  counts  were  made,  possible  duplica¬ 
tion  may  have  resulted  between  numbers  feeding  along  the  foreshore  and 
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roosting  on  the  ash  pools  at  West  Thurrock  power  station.  No  reports 
were  received  of  birds  using  Cross  Ness  S.F.  as  a  high  tide  roost. 


Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 


Limehouse  20  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Woolwich  800  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Crossness  150  200  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  120  120  100 

Rainham  800  1,000  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  1,000  400 

Dartford  700  550  360  120  —  —  2  —  —  125  550  600 

Thurrock  2,000  2,000  350  —  20  —  —  11  25  1,000  2,830  2,370 

Swanscombe  550  1,600  200  225  150  —  —  —  —  —  200  — 


A  brief  resume  of  the  wintering  populations  over  the  last  quarter  century 
shows  a  steady  increase  from  nine  in  1950  to  around  1,000  by  1960.  During 
the  sixties  numbers  continued  to  increase,  passing  the  2,000  mark  in  1968. 
The  largest  influx  occurred  in  1970  when  6,000+  were  estimated  within 
the  area  (for  1950-70  summary,  see  LBR  35  :  30).  During  the  period 
1971  to  1974  numbers  fluctuated  annually  between  seven  and  ten  thousand. 

Estimated  monthly  counts  of  the  wintering  populations  within  the  LNHS 
section  of  the  Thames  over  the  last  five  years  are  shown  below. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

1971 

10,400 

4,600 

850 

1,200 

3,100 

6,600 

1972 

3,650 

4,600 

1,900 

1,050 

4,000 

7,500 

1973 

7,000 

7,000 

6,000 

2,000 

2,800 

6,000 

1974 

9,000 

2,500 

3,400 

900 

1,400 

7,400 

1975 

5,000 

5,300 

900 

1,250 

4,700 

3,500 

.An  interesting  ringing  recovery  occurred  during  the  year  when  a  bird 
ringed  at  Littlebrook,  Dartford,  in  January  1974  was  controlled  in  the 
extreme  north  of  Norway  at  Nesseby,  Varangerenfjord  (Finmark)  on 
July  8th,  1975.  Foreign  recoveries  of  Thames  wintering  birds  are  mostly 
received  from  around  the  Baltic  Sea. 

All  records  away  from  the  Thames  are  summarized  in  the  following  table. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Sightings  >  1  7  8  6  10  1  3  18  12  25  18  16 

Total  Birds  70  267  158  74  17  3  3  40  53  373  3,316  1,789 

The  unusually  high  numbers  from  October  onwards  can  mainly  be  attri¬ 
buted  to  the  drainage  of  Staines  Res.  Observers  reported  considerable 
movement  between  Staines  Res.  and  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  during  this  period. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  one  flew  off  bank  of 
Serpentine  on  Oct.  25th  (dab)  and  one  was  feeding  along  the  edge  of  the 
Round  Pond  on  Nov.  10th  (dab,cjg). 

S  Surrey  Docks,  small  parties  were  reported  on  seven  dates  during  Jan./Feb., 
with  a  maximum  of  13  on  Jan.  25th,  and  three  on  Mar.  22nd  (rea,kac). 

179  Curlew  Sandpiper 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  May  31st  (pjv);  up  to  15  in  September  (jd,jmh). 
West  Thurrock,  18  on  Sept.  17th,  12  on  Sept.  19th  and  11  on  Sept.  24th 
(jd). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  up  to  five  between  Aug.  2nd  and  Oct.  8th  (gc,jc??,pje,avm, 
pn).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  28th  (sjm).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on 
Sept.  17th  and  18th  (wm)  and  one  with  a  leg  injury  from  Dec.  6th  to  30th 
(mo). 
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K  Thamesmead,  one  on  Aug.  27th  (pjs«). 

S  Holmethorpe,  one  on  Oct.  15th,  19th  and  21st  (rhc). 

181  Sanderfing  * 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  two  on  May  10th  (cf)  and  one  on  May  19th  (pjv). 

Rainham  Marsh,  five  on  Sept.  17th  (jd). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  singles  on  Sept.  17th  (wm)  and  Sept.  19th  (aq).  Staines 
Res.,  two  on  May  14th  (pn). 

185  Avocet 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Sept.  21st  (db,ahg). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  9th  (pjs). 

>  K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  May  2nd  (jc,jgh). 

184  Ruff 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  16  maxima  various  dates  from  July  22nd  to  Aug.  5th 
and  11  on  Sept.  3rd  (ebwps,gcg,hb,cjg,jmh).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one 
on  Aug,  25th  (jf). 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  singles  various  dates  from  Aug.  28th  to  Sep.  10th 
(jrb,mcrg,rnhs).  Holyfield  Marsh  G.P.,  one  on  May  18th  (lvpg). 

M  Staines/Perry  Oaks  area,  present  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  until  Apr. 
28th,  with  peak  of  nine  during  March.  First  autumn  record  at  Perry 
Oaks  S.F.  on  Sept.  1st,  when  three  were  present,  numbers  increasing  to 
12  by  the  16th.  Above-normal  numbers  remained  in  the  Staines/Perry 
Oaks  area  until  the  end  of  the  year  probably  due  to  the  draining  of  Staines 
Res. 

Peak  monthly  counts  for  the  Staines  Moor/Res.  and  Perry  Oaks  S.F. 
during  the  last  three  months  of  the  year  are  shown  below. 

Oct  Nov  Dec 

Staines  Moor/Res.  9  14  124- 

Perry  Oaks  S.F.  9  18  17 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  15th  and  four  on  the  24th  (mtnhs). 

K  Only  recorded  on  the  River  Thames  and  adjacent  land  between  Cross  Ness 
and  Swanscombe.  Cross  Ness  S.F.,  three  on  Apr.  23rd  (jfw).  Dartford 
Marsh,  four  on  Jan.  25th,  two  Mar.  3rd  and  one  on  Nov.  13th  (drg,sjg). 
Swanscombe  (Thames),  13  on  Feb.  22nd  maximum  for  month;  Swanscombe 
S.F.,  five  on  Apr.  6th,  12  on  the  7th  and  8th,  two  on  the  12th  (lfw).  West 
Thurrock,  eight  on  Mar.  11th,  ten  on  Apr.  10th,  two  on  July  19th,  seven 
on  Oct.  11th  and  four  on  Nov.  15th  (ebwps,gcg,drg). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  12th  (pjs«).  Beddington  S.F.,  three  on 
Feb.  7th,  three  from  Apr.  25th  to  27th  (jd),  two  on  Sept.  15th  (dw,mw), 
singles  on  Nov.  24th  and  Dec.  29th  (sja).  Brooklands  Drome,  five  on 
Oct.  14th  (jgt).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  three  on  Feb.  7th  (kac). 

193  Arctic  Skua 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  24th  (wmcc).  Staines  Res.,  four  on 
Aug.  17th  (jh)  and  singles  on  Sept.  2Jth  (jro,jh),  Sept.  28th  (sjm,avm,dg) 
and  Nov.  3rd  (pn,nwg). 


* 
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193/5  Skua  sp. 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  20th  (hrg). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  12th  (pjs«). 

194  Great  Skua 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  17th  (wmcc),  during  a  northerly  gale.  Surpris¬ 
ingly  this  is  only  the  sixth  record  for  the  London  Area  this  century.  The 
last  occurrence  was  in  September  1970. 

198  Great  Black-backed  Gull 

Comparative  peak  monthly  counts  at  Dartford  Marsh  (drg)  are  given: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  ,  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

13  15  5  9  —  —  6  4  8  7  7  12 

Elsewhere  recorded  all  months  of  the  year,  though  mostly  in  the  winter 
months,  the  largest  counts  being  180  at  Sevenoaks  G.P.  in  January,  100 
at  Island  Barn  Res.  on  Oct.  7th,  500  at  Rainham  in  Nov./Dec.,  and  160 
at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  on  Dec.  14th. 

199  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

Recorded  in  every  month  of  the  year,  mainly  as  a  winter  visitor,  the 
largest  reported  numbers  being  flocks  or  roosting  movements  along  the 
Lower  Thames:  Northfleet,  1,250  flying  W  to  roost  on  Jan.  19th;  Rainham, 
1,000-1,200  in  Nov./Dec.,  although  counts  along  selected  reaches  from 
•Lower  Pool  to  Thurrock  totalled  c.  2,000. 

Adults  of  the  dark-mantled  Scandinavian  race  L.f.  fuscus  were  recorded 
in  all  months  except  June  and  included  birds  wintering  in  the  London 
Area.  Analysis  of  counts  by  race  at  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  although  incomplete, 
showed  that  the  Scandinavian  race  outnumbered  the  British  race  L.f. 
graellsii  in  April  and  August. 

200  Herring  Gull 

M  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  a  pair  bred  raising  three  young  at  the  Zoo, 
where  during  the  breeding  season  over  25  were  present  (jpw);  Hyde  Park 
and  Kensington  Gdns.,  a  pair  in  territory  April-June  but  did  not  breed 
(dab,rfs);  St.  James’s  Park,  bred  (rpr). 

Elsewhere  recorded  in  all  months  of  the  year,  principally  as  a  winter 
visitor.  Largest  non-roosting  count  was  2,000  at  Rainham  in  December. 
Individuals  with  yellow  legs,  possibly  referable  to  the  Scandinavian  race 
L.a.  omissus ,  were  seen  in  Regent’s  Park  on  Feb.  5th  and  May  17th  (jpw) 
and  at  Harefield  Moor  G.P.  on  July  30th  (jrb). 

201  Common  Gull 

Comparative  peak  monthly  counts  at  Dartford  Marsh  (drg)  are  given: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

70  35  30  10  3  6  7  20  20  17  30  50 

Elsewhere  recorded  all  months  of  the  year,  with  largest  reported  count  of 
500  at  Rainham  in  Nov./Dec.  Besides  winter  visitors,  records  suggest 
distinct  passage  occurs  Mar./Apr.  and  June/Aug.,  with  additional  move¬ 
ments  of  non-breeding  birds,  for  example  60  second-year  immatures 
reported  flying  down  the  Thames  at  Westminster  on  May  7th  (pjs/?). 
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202  Glaucous  Gull 

E  Girling  Res.,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Feb.  22nd  (jf). 

M  Stanwellmoor  Rubbish^Tip,  a  second-winter  bird  on  Nov.  23rd  (md  et  al.). 

205  Mediterranean  Gull 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Aug.  10th  (jgh,pfh,fc).  This 
comprises  the  13th  record  for  the  London  Area  this  century.  All  records 
have  occurred  since  1957. 

207  Little  Gull 

The  spring-passage  total  of  65  bird/days  shows  a  50  per  cent  drop  on 
1974;  nevertheless  it  remains  the  second  highest  spring  count.  The 
autumn  passage,  in  contrast,  broke  all  records  with  228  bird/days,  almost 
twice  the  previous  highest  count. 

The  table  shows  the  monthly  distribution  in  bird/days,  but  excludes  two 
‘summering’  adults  present  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  from  June  10th  to  July  23rd: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Bird/days  —  —  —  4  58  3  2  157  56  12  1  — 

Passage  in  spring  began  with  singles  at  Cross  Ness  on  Apr.  14th  (jfw) 
and  Staines  Res.  on  Apr.  15th  (wmcc);  largest  individual  count  was  11 
at  Staines  Res.  on  May  15th  (nwg),  but,  unlike  1974,  there  were  no 
spring  records  in  the  Lea  Valley.  In  the  autumn,  likewise,  most  records 
were  in  the  west;  for  whereas  Queen  Mary  Res.,  for  instance,  recorded 
167  bird/days  alone  from  Aug.  7th  to  Sept.  6th  (with  maxima  of  20  on 
Aug.  19th,  21st  and  22nd),  records  in  the  Lea  Valley  and  along  the  Inner 
Thames  were  below  those  of  a  good  year. 

Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  a  first-winter  immature  was  watched  on  Oct. 
21st  patrolling  the  Serpentine  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  and  settling 
on  the  water  for  a  couple  of  minutes  (dab,cjg). 

The  last  bird  of  the  year  was  seen  at  Staines  Res.  on  Nov.  3rd  (pn  et  al.). 

208  Black-headed  Gull 

Comparative  peak  monthly  counts  at  Dartford  Marsh  (drg)  are  given: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

5,000  5,000  2,000  3,000  200  200  500  2,000  2,000  1,000  3,000  6,000 

Elsewhere  commonly  recorded  all  months  of  the  year,  but  most  frequently 
from  July  to  February.  Ringing  recoveries  in  Regent’s  Park  in  November 
included  a  Polish  bird  (jpw).  A  leucistic  bird  was  seen  at  Iver  in  Bucks 
on  Dec.  7th  (jh). 

209  Sabine’s  Gull 

K  Thames  at  West  Thurrock,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Sept.  7th  (ag  and  per 

EBWPS). 

This  comprises  the  third  record  for  the  London  Area  of  this  essentially 
pelagic  gull.  The  first  two  were  in  the  autumn  of  1950  at  Staines  Res. 

211  Kittiwake 

More  records  than  usual.  These  are  shown  in  date  order,  the  spring 
records  being  of  particular  interest. 

* 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  an  immature  on  Apr.  5th  (jf).  Walthamstow  Res., 
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dead  immature  found  Feb.  2nd  (jf),  single  adults  on  Apr.  26th  and  May 
4th  (pjv).  Girling  Res.,  an  adult  on  May  11th  (pjv). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  two  on  Apr.  4th  (mjr),  three  adults  and  an  immature 
on  Apr.  5th  (hrg),  and  one  on  Apr.  12th  (mjr). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  an  adult  on  Feb.  17th  (mtnhs). 

K  Swanscombe,  one  on  June  22nd  (lfw). 

S  Richmond  Park,  an  immature  on  Mar.  30th  (rbh)  and  immature  found 
dying  Mar.  31st,  which  died  Apr.  1st  (bam). 

212  Black  Tern 

Much  reduced  numbers  compared  with  1974.  Spring  arrival  was  also 
later,  with  first  record  on  May  8th  at  Sevenoaks.  Nowhere  in  spring  did 
a  daily  total  exceed  seven.  In  autumn  numbers  were  likewise  ‘back  to 
normal’,  and  only  at  West  Thurrock  did  an  individual  count  exceed  16. 

In  the  summary  all  localities  are  given,  but  definite  passages  are  summarized. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  two  on  May  19th,  two  on  June  17th,  two  on  Aug. 
5th  (cf),  and  ten  on  Sept.  5th/6th  (km).  Rainham,  one  on  July  10th  (jmh). 
Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  May  18th  (efg)  and  three  on  Sept.  6th  (rl). 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  six  on  May  18th,  two  on  May  25th  (lvpg).  Hilfield  Park 
Res.,  three  on  May  10th  (lkw,ehw),  two  on  Aug.  15th  (lkw).  Rye 
Meads,  two  on  May  24th  (lvpg).  Troy  Mill  G.P.,  seven  on  Aug.  14th 
(hnhs),  one  on  Sept.  3rd  and  two  on  Sept.  12th  (pn). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  two  on  May  21st,  one  on  May  25th  and  two  on  June 
7th  (rnhs  et  «/.).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  no  spring  records  received,  but 
autumn  passage  July  31st-Sept.  20th  (mo),  maximum  count  16  on  Sept. 
2nd  (mjr).  Staines  Res.,  spring  passage  May  13th-June  30th  (mo),  maxi¬ 
mum  count  seven  on  May  21st  (mjr);  autumn  passage  Aug.  5th-Sept. 
28th  (mo),  maximum  count  five  on  Aug.  5th  (mjr). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  three  on  June  3rd  (mtnhs). 

K  Chipstead  G.P.,  one  on  May  17th  (dep).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  singles  on  May 
8th  and  17th,  two  on  May  1 8th/ 1 9th  and  one  on  Aug.  15th  (jgh,jc). 
Thames  at  West  Thurrock,  three  on  May  18th  (ap);  autumn  passage  Aug. 
6th— 31  st  (plus  September  undated),  maximum  count  44  on  Aug.  21st 
(ebwps). 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  two  on  May  17th  (dp).  Walton  Res.,  five  on  May  25th 
(co)  and  one  on  Sept.  24th  (pc). 

213  White-winged  Black  Tern 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  an  immature  on  Aug.  8th  (mjr). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  this  is  the  15th.  record  for 
the  London  Area  this  century. 

217  Common  Tern 

Breeding  records  are  given  here.  Passage  records  are  dealt  with  under 

217/8  Common/Arctic  Tern. 

At  least  22  pairs  nested  in  1975.  The  increase  in  breeding  pairs  since 
1970  has  been  maintained  particularly  in  Herts.,  where  the  provision  of 
rafts  has  been  an  important  conservation  step.  Unfortunately  previously 
published  totals  for  1973  and  1974  were  incorrect,  because  records  were 
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withheld  (see  Additions  and  Corrections  on  page  91),  but  the  following 
table  gives  an  accurate  summary : 

1970  1971  1972  1973  1974  1975 

Nesting  pairs  11  5-8  8  17  23  22 

Records  in  the  1975  breeding  season  are  summarized  below: 

E  One  pair  bred,  fledging  three  young. 

H  At  one  site  16  pairs  bred  on  rafts,  fledging  35  young.  At  another  site  one 
pair  bred,  fledging  two  young.  At  several  other  sites  pairs  summered, 
but  no  evidence  of  breeding  was  obtained. 

M  At  one  site  a  pair  bred,  fledging  three  young.  At  another  site  one  pair 
bred,  also  fledging  three  young.  At  a  further  site,  where  breeding  has  been 
regular,  up  to  three  pairs  summered  but  did  not  breed  owing  to  high 
water  levels. 

B  At  a  regular  site  two  pairs  nested  and  one  pair  apparently  raised  three 
young. 

217/8  Common/Arctic  Tern 

Unspecific  records  of  Common/Arctic  Terns  are  summarized  here,  together 
with  passage  records  of  Common  Tern.  Definite  records  of  Arctic  Tern 
are  excluded  from  this  summary  and  are  shown  under  218.  Breeding 
records  of  Common  Tern  are  given  under  217. 

Unlike  1974,  there  were  no  early  records.  Spring  passage  began  on  Apr. 
23rd  with  six  at  Staines  Res.  (caw),  but  numbers  remained  low  until  mid- 
May,  when  the  main  passage  took  place  and  records  became  more 
widespread.  Largest  spring  counts  were:  Brent  Res.,  13  on  May  18th 
(lab);  King  George  V  Res.,  10  on  May  17th  (cf);  Rye  Meads,  45  on  May 
18th  (lvpg);  Sevenoaks,  33  on  May  18th  (dep);  and  Staines  Res.,  c.  20  on 
May  11th  (avm,pn)  and  41  on  May  18th  (jh). 

In  the  autumn,  counts  were  lower  than  those  for  1974.  Passage  ran  from 
about  mid-July  to  late  September.  There  were  no  October  records 
submitted.  Largest  counts  in  the  autumn  were:  Queen  Mary  Res.,  30  on 
Aug.  19th  and  Sept.  8th  (hrg);  Staines  Res.,  21  flying  W  on  Aug.  30th 
(mjr);  Thames  at  Northfleet,  55  moving  W  in  two  hours  on  Aug.  30th 
(lfw);  Thames  at  West  Thurrock,  30  on  July  19th  (gcg),  50  on  Aug.  30th 
(ebwps),  100  on  Sept.  2nd  (jmh)  and  25  on  Sept.  24th  (dm). 

During  the  year  there  were  four  Inner  London  records:  Surrey  Docks, 
one  flying  E  on  June  9th  (rea);  Kensington  Gardens,  two  on  July  18th 
(mh);  Regent’s  Park,  a  Common  Tern  on  Aug.  15th  (jpw). 

218  Arctic  Tern 

Knowledge  of  the  exact  number  of  Arctic  Terns  passing  through  the  area 
on  migration  is  somewhat  obscured  by  the  difficulties  of  separating  Arctic 
from  Common  Terns  at  a  distance.  Only  records  for  which  satisfactory 
details  have  been  submitted  are  given. 

E  Rainham,  one  on  June  7th  (hpm),  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  May  18th 
(efg). 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  three  on  May  18th  (lvpg). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  two  on  Sept.  2nd  (mjr).  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  on  Aug. 
24th  (mtnhs). 
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K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  singles  on  May  26th  and  Aug.  30th  (jgh  et  al.).  Northfleet, 
two  on  Aug.  30th  (lfw).  Thames  at  West  Thurrock,  one  on  Sept.  6th  (kb). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  on  Aug.  10th  (rbh). 

222  Little  Tern 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  four  on  June  7th  (pjv). 

H  Rye  Meads,  one  on  May  18th  (lvpg). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  three  on  Sept.  2nd  (mjr). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  July  27th  (mtnhs). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  singles  on  Apr.  28th  and  30th,  and  May  3rd  (jgh  et  al.). 
Thames  at  West  Thurrock,  nine  August,  five  September  (undated)  (dm). 

S  Walton-on-Thames,  one  flying  S  on  Aug.  14th  (co). 

223  Sandwich  Tern 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  May  18th  (efg). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  9th  (hrg),  40+  flying  over  on  Aug.  30th 
(hrg)  and  two  on  Sept.  2nd  (mjr).  Staines  Res.,  seven  flying  S  on  Aug. 
29th  (pn,pr)  and  three  flying  NE  on  Sept.  11th  (pn). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  July  15th  and  three  on  Aug.  9th  (jgh  et  al.). 

S  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  one  flying  over  on  Aug.  7th  (co).  Barn  Elms 
Res.,  seven  on  Sept.  7th  (wr). 

232  Stock  Dove 

Breeding  season  records  and  the  largest  winter  flocks  are  given. 

E  Up  to  four  pairs  present  at  Hainault,  Havering,  Thorndon  Park  and 
Epping  Forest  (mkd,jf).  One  pair  bred  in  a  nest  box  at  Wanstead  Park 
(wcg). 

H  Bred  at  Cassiobury  Park,  Totteridge  and  Chipperfield  (jdm,ehw,hnhs). 
Several  present  at  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  on  Aug.  30th  (ehw)  and  12  at  Maple 
Cross  on  Dec.  14th  (mcrg). 

M  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  a  pair  held  territory,  but  up  to  three 
seen  from  Feb.  1st  to  Oct.  8th;  Hyde  Park,  singles  in  April  and  August 
(dab,rfs).  Bred  or  present  at  Bushy  Park  (kfb),  Bayhurst  Wood  (rnhs), 
Osterley  P^rk  (dgh),  Hampton  Court  Park  (wri),  Hampstead  Heath 
(kes,ehw)  and  Harefield  Moor  (pn).  Osterley  Park,  116  on  Mar.  17th 
(dgh)  and  25  on  Apr.  16th  (caw).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  31  on  Mar.  1st  (hrg). 

B  Denham  Court,  one  pair  present  during  the  breeding  season.  Datchet 
Res.  40  on  Mar.  23rd  and  Wraysbury  G.P.,  62  on  Dec.  20th  (pn,am). 

K  Up  to  three  pairs  bred  or  present  in  the  breeding  season  at  Cross  Ness 
S.F.  and  Plumstead  Marsh  (pjs«,jfw),  Lullingstone  (sjg,khp),  Sundridge 
(fbsa),  Shoreham  (aem)  and  Westerham  (khp). 

S  Up  to  three  pairs  bred  or  present  in  the  breeding  season  at  Banstead  and 
Gatton  (rhbf),  Richmond  Park  and  Wimbledon  Common  (rhk)  and 
Bookham  Common  and  Slyfield  (gb,mt,dkjw).  Outside  the  breeding 
season:  20  at  Claygate  Woods  on  Mar.  16th  (per),  117  at  Downside,  Stoke 
D’Abernon  on  Feb.  25th  (dkjw),  200  at  Slyfield  on  Jan.  5th  (rcp),  c.  30 
at  Walton  Heath  on  Jan.  26th  (dp),  c.  40  at  Holmethorpe  on  Jan.  26th 
(mns)  and  70  at  Downside  on  Oct.  15th  (jjb).  Inner  London :  Surrey  Docks, 
up  to  two  on  May  12th  and  22nd  (rea). 

233  Woodpigeon 

The  only  large  movement  from  Inner  London,  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington 
Gardens  was  c.  2,600  flying  SW  on  Nov.  4th  (dab).  Other  large  movements 
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tvere  5,000+  flying  S  at  Sevenoaks  G.P.  on  Jan.  7th  and  1,000+  on  Oct. 
31st  (jgh).  Other  maxima  were  Walthamstow  Res.  4,500  on  Jan.  11th 
and  5,000  on  Dec.  31st  (rl),  Maple  Cross  S.F.  1,000  on  Nov.  1st  (mcrg) 
and  Pratt’s  Bottom,  1,000  in  February  (ts). 

235  Turtle  Dove 

Early  arrivals  were  reported  from  Surrey  Docks  (Inner  London)  on 
Apr.  24th  (rea,kac),  Sevenoaks  G.P.  on  the  same  date  (jgh),  and 
Wimbledon  Common  on  Apr.  26th  (rhk,sb).  A  satisfactory  breeding 
season  with  numbers  increasing  in  south-east  Herts,  (lkw).  The  only 
large  flock  reported  was  45  at  Holmethorpe  on  May  24th  (mns). 

—  Collared  Dove 

Still  no  breeding  recorded  in  Inner  London  and  apparently  no  change  in 
the  outer  suburban  area.  In  winter  the  largest  flocks  reported  were  at 
Ridge,  c.  50  on  Oct.  9th  (ehw,lkw),  Uxbridge,  c.  50  in  November  and 
December  (pn),  Dartford  Marsh,  400  on  Oct.  24th  (drg),  Sundridge,  c. 
50  on  Jan.  17th  (fbsa)  and  Sanderstead,  43  on  Oct.  25th  (lwc). 

237  Cuckoo 

The  earliest  record  was  at  Hainault  (Essex)  on  Apr.  19th  (mkd)  but  most 
other  areas  reported  this  species  within  the  next  two  days.  Records  from 
Herts,  indicate  that  the  species  was  again  numerous  this  year,  but 
elsewhere  unchanged.  The  last  bird  seen  was  at  Beddington  S.F.  on  Oct. 
4th  (id).  In  Inner  London,  singles  were  recorded  from  Surrey  Docks  on 
May  3rd  and  Aug.  26th  to  28th  involving  at  least  two  individuals  (rea, 
pjg);  Regent’s  Park,  Apr.  24th,  June  18th  and  30th  (jpw);  Hyde  Park, 
Apr.  23rd  (dab),  and  Kensington  Gardens,  Apr.  28th  (rfs). 

241  Barn  Owl 

All  records  are  given. 

E  Singles  at  Fairlop  on  Jan.  23rd  (kag),  and  at  Chigwell,  Romford  and 
Barking  in  May  (acp),  and  up  to  two  at  Waltham  Abbey  in  July  and  August 
(jad). 

H  One  dead  at  Broxbourne  G.P.  on  Jan.  5th  and  a  single  at  Rye  Meads  on 
Dec.  7th  (lvpg). 

M  Single  at  Mill  Hill  on  Jan.  20th  (ehw)  and  fresh  pellets  found  in  hollow 
tree  at  Hampton  Court  Park  on  June  4th  (wri). 

K  Singles  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  Dec.  7th  and  at  Joyden’s  Wood,  Bexley, 
from  September  to  December  (drg).  One  dead  at  Sevenoaks  G.P.  in 
May  (jgh). 

S  Present  but  no  evidence  of  breeding  in  Richmond  Park  (bam).  Singles  at 
Ashtead  Common  on  Dec.  24th  (mhr),  Bookham  Common  on  Oct.  12th 
and  27th  (mds,gb),  and  Great  Bookham  on  Sept.  7th  and  20th  (gb). 

246  Little  Owl 

Bred  at  two  localities  and  reported  from  ten  others  during  the  breeding 
season.  Twelve  further  reports  outside  that  period  but  the  information  is 
too  inadequate  to  draw  any  conclusions  on  changes  in  the  status  of  this 
species. 
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247  Tawny  Owl 

Breeding  season  records  remain  fairly  constant,  with  breeding  proved  in 
12  cases.  In  Inner  London,  one  pair  bred  in  Regent’s  Park  (jpw)  and  one 
pair  bred  in  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  (dab). 

248  Long-eared  Owl 

H  Singles  at  Turnford  Marsh  G.P.  on  Dec.  14th  and  Rye  Meads  on  Dec. 
6th  and  7th  (lvpg). 

K  Singles  at  Sundridge  on  Oct.  29th  and  30th,  Nov.  6th  and  Dec.  26th  and 
two  on  Dec.  25th  (fbsa). 

249  Short-eared  Owl 

E  Up  to  four  at  Rainham  from  January  to  April  and  up  to  two  in  November 
(mo).  Singles  at  Walthamstow  Res.  on  Nov.  24th  (ag),  at  Epping  on 
Oct.  25th  (nb)  and  Berry  Farm  Sewage  Works  on  Feb.  9th  (mja). 

H  Single  at  Cheshunt  G.P.  on  Mar.  25th  (hnhs). 

M  Singles  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  on  Mar.  2nd  (avm,pn),  Ponders  End  S.F.  on 
Mar.  22nd  (prh)  and  Poyle  G.P.  on  Apr.  13th  (jh). 

B  Singles  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  on  Apr.  1st  and  13th  (mjr,mtnhs). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  single  present  in  January  and  February  (drg).  Cross 
Ness  and  Thamesmead,  up  to  two  between  January  and  April  (jfw,pjs«). 
Joyden’s  Wood,  two  on  Oct.  25th  (drg).  Otford,  one  on  Apr.  13th  (aem). 
S  Beddington  S.F.  up  to  six  from  January  to  Mar.  26th  and  one  on  Nov. 
1st  (mo).  Chessington,  one  on  Jan.  14th  (jet).  Inner  London:  Surrey 
Docks,  one  on  Apr.  28th  (rea,kac). 

252  Nightjar 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  one  heard  on  June  26th  (pn)  and  two  heard  on  June 
28th,  but  at  least  one  pair  present  (jdm).  Symondshyde,  one  heard  from 
June  5th  to  30th  (hnhs). 

S  Headley  Heath,  up  to  four  pairs  present  in  breeding  season  (ckd,pod,pc7, 
kdgm).  Limpsfield  Chart,  up  to  two  heard  from  June  17th  to  28th  (dw, 
ash),  but  did  not  breed  (kco). 

255  Swift 

The  first  arrivals  were  reported  from  Walthamstow  Res.  on  Apr.  23rd 
(mo),  followed  by  Staines  Res.  (nwg,lfr,kfb)  and  Northfleet  on  Apr. 
29th  (lfw).  Numbers  were  small  until  the  main  influx  between  May  12th 
and  18th.  There  were  c.  400  at  Hilfield  Park  Res.  on  May  12th  (lkw) 
and  250  at  Troy  Mill  G.P.  on  May  18th  (rnhs),  1,500-2,000  at  Staines 
Res.  on  May  17th,  450  at  Walton  Res.  on  May  25th,  increasing  to  600+ 
on  June  1st  (co),  c.  2,000-3,000  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  May  31st  (pjs/z), 
c.  500  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  on  May  18th  (mjr)  and  1,500+  at  Tadworth  on 
June  1st  (ckd,pod). 

The  autumn  passage  commenced  as  usual  in  the  second  week  in  July  but 
continued  later  this  year  until  well  into  mid-August,  with  parties  up  to  50 
still  being  recorded  on  Aug.  20th.  These  were  followed  by  occasional 
stragglers  until  Sept.  20th,  with  late  birds  on  Nov.  2nd  at  Wanstead  Park 
(wcg)  and  Nov.  8th  at  Hurst  Ave.,  N6  (md).  The  only  breeding  records 
for  Inner  London  were  at  Kentish  Town  (arg)  and  Mortimer  Road,  N1 
(afp). 
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256  Alpine  Swift 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  19th  (wmcc).  Twickenham,  one  on  Nov.  11th 
(mjw). 

Both  records  have  been  accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  and 
they  comprise  the  4th  and  5th  for  the  London  Area  this  century. 

« 

258  Kingfisher 

All  breeding  records  are  given  together  with  Inner  London  records. 

E  Chigwell,  one  pair  unsuccessfully  (acp).  Fisher’s  Green  G.P.,  two  pairs 
(bsm,lvpg).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  pair  (crg).  Romford,  one  pair 
unsuccessfully  (ebwps).  Wanstead,  one  pair  reared  five  young  (wcg). 
Nazeing  G.P.,  two  pairs  raised  young  (lvpg). 

H  London  Colney,  one  pair  (lkw,ehw).  Stocker’s  and  Springwell  G.P.s, 
three  pairs  (dkc,pn,rnhs).  Moor  Mill,  one  pair  (ehw).  Cheshunt  G.P., 
one  pair  (bsm).  Amwell  Magna,  one  pair  with  young  (bsm).  Lea  Valley, 
sight  pairs  with  young  out  of  14  pairs  seen  (lvpg). 

M  Bushy  Park,  one  pair  (kpb).  Kempton  Park,  one  pair  with  young  (ghd). 
Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  one  pair  (jrb,rnhs).  Harefield  Place  G.P.,  one 
pair  (pn).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park  one  on  Oct.  30th  (jpw). 

K  Lullingstone,  one  pair  (gfam,mpb).  Sundridge,  one  pair  with  young 
(fbsa). 

S  Wey  Manor  Farm,  one  pair.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  seen  in 
October  and  November,  and  again  on  Dec.  10th  (rea). 

261  Hoopoe 

H  Stanstead  Abbots/Rye  Meads,  one  on  Apr.  19th  and  20th  (lvpg). 

M  Dollis  Hill,  one  on  June  7th  in  observer’s  garden  (es). 

S  East  Croydon,  one  on  May  3rd  ( per  rs).  Chipstead,  one  on  Apr.  23rd  in 
garden  (ek).  Inner  London :  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Apr.  28th  (fb,kac,rea). 

262  Green  Woodpecker 

Still  under-recorded  but  numbers  remain  constant  in  all  areas,  except 
Hampstead  Heath  (kes)  and  Joyden’s  Wood  (K)  where  numbers  continue 
to  fall  (drg).  No  records  for  Inner  London. 

263  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker 

Status  unchanged,  being  reported  from  a  similar  number  of  localities  as 
last  year.  Only  recorded  in  Inner  London  in  the  winter  months. 

264  Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker 

Although  uncommon,  the  species  is  still  well  reported  and  there  are 
indications  that  numbers  are  on  the  increase,  particularly  in  Middlesex 
where  two  observers  (kes,kfb)  report  higher  numbers  than  usual.  Inner 
London,  recorded  in  autumn  and  winter  in  Regent’s  Park,  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens  (jpw,dab,cjg,rfs). 

265  Wryneck 

E  Harlow,  one  in  observer’s  garden  from  Aug.  30th  to  Sept.  4th  (ts),  and 
another  on  Sept.  9th  (ah). 

H  Great  Amwell,  one  dead  on  road  on  Sept.  2nd  (lvpg). 


46 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT,  No.  40  FOR  1975 


S  South  Croydon,  one  in  observer’s  garden  on  Aug.  17th  (dag),  Woldingham, 
one  on  Apr.  23rd  and  calling  on  Apr.  24th  (igm).  Richmond,  one  feeding 
in  same  garden  as  1974  on  Sept.  6th  (pcw). 

271  Woodlark 

M  Dollis  Hill,  one  flying  N  on  Oct.  12th  (es). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  flying  SW  on  Nov.  23rd  (jh). 

S  Esher  area,  pair  bred  successfully,  two  broods  (wri). 

272  Skylark 

No  large  cold- weather  movements  were  reported.  The  highest  numbers 
in  the  winter  months  were  from  localities  in  Kent:  Dartford  Marsh,  200+ 
during  January  and  early  February  (drg,sjg).  Stone  Marsh,  100+ 
Jan./Feb.  (drg).  Wilmington,  100—  Jan.  19th  (rhh).  Sevenoaks,  130 
in  one  flock  during  November  (jc,jgh). 

Autumn  passage  was  most  noticeable  during  the  middle  two  weeks  of 
October.  A  movement  on  Oct.  18th  and  19th  was  noted  at  Ruislip  Nature 
Reserve  w+en  birds  were  reported  moving  NW  on  both  days  (rnhs). 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  singles  Mar.  8th  and 
16th,  small  numbers  Oct. /Nov.,  maximum  12  on  Oct.  12th  (dab). 
Regent’s  Park,  small  movements  on  Mar.  25th  and  26th.  Main  autumn 
passage  between  Oct.  2nd  and  Nov.  3rd,  maximum  37  W  in  thirty  minutes 
on  Oct.  10th  (jpw). 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  minimum  of  ten  pairs  present  at  the  end  of 
April.  Birds  observed  carrying  food  May/June,  juveniles  present  from 
June  19th.  Maximum  winter  number  55  on  Dec.  12th  (rea,kac). 

274  Swallow 

Late  arriving,  first  sighting  at  Beddington  S.F.  (S)  on  Apr.  11th  (jd). 
Passage  and  breeding  numbers  showed  a  significant  drop  compared 
with  recent  years;  in  Surrey  (TQ25)  numbers  were  reported  to  be  less  than 
30%  of  normal  (rhbf);  30  at  Beddington  S.F.  on  Apr.  30th  was  maximum 
recorded  on, spring  passage. 

Main  autumn  passage  occurred  in  early  to  mid-September,  and  the  peak 
number  reported  w'as  1,000+  at  Berwick  Pond,  Rainham  (E)  on  Sept. 
2nd  (dm);  300+  were  observed  moving  SW  at  Joyden’s  Wood  (K)  on 
Sept.  21st  (drg).  Two  at  Holmethorpe  (S)  on  Nov.  3rd  (rhc)  were  the 
last  reported. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park, (Kensington  Gardens,  passage  from  Apr.  14th 
to  end  of  May  and  from  Sept.  8th  to  Oct.  19th;  two  July  records  of  six  W 
on  the  26th  and  ten  NE  on  the  28th  (dab,cjg).  Regent's  Park,  small  spring 
passage,  main  autumn  passage  recorded  between  Sept.  10th  and  Oct.  8th; 
c.  100  moved  SSE  in  45  minutes  at  lunchtime  on  Oct.  3rd  (jpw). 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  c.  30  on  May  15th  peak  spring  count,  four 
on  Sept.  11th  autumn  maximum  (rea,cjg). 

275  Red-rumped  Swallow 

E  Wanstead  Park,  one  on  June  4th  (nb,pjv). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  this  is  the  fourth  record  for 
the  London  Area  this  century. 
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276  House  Martin 

The  most  remarkable  record  was  of  one  at  Sevenoaks  (K)  on  Jan,  1st 
(gcdh,jgh,jc). 

Spring  passage  was  light;  50+  at  Tadworth  (S)  on  May  19th  (ckd,pod) 
proved  to  be  the  largest  number  recorded,  sbws  reported  266  occupied 
nests  in  the  Surbiton  district  compared  to  295  in  1974. 

Much  larger  numbers  were  reported  on  autumn  passage,  including  5,000  + 
at  Berwick  Pond,  Rainham  (E)  on  Sept.  2nd  (dm),  1,000  at  Ongar  (E)  on 
Sept.  29th  (ebwps),  1,500  at  Maple  Cross  S.F.  (H)  on  Oct.  2nd  (mcrg). 
“Thousands”  were  reported  present  at  Staines  Res.  on  Oct.  5th  (pjs). 
The  last  seen  was  one  at  King  George  V  Res.  on  Nov.  16th  (pr). 

M  Inner  London:  New  colonies  were  established  in  Northchurch  Rd.  Nl, 
three  pairs  (afp)  and  Aston  St.,  El,  five  nests  (rwg).  Previously  established 
colonies  showed  little  fluctuation,  with  the  exception  of  Primrose  Hill 
where  the  number  of  nests  dropped  to  nine  definite  and  three  probables 
(sc).  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  up  to  five  birds  regularly  feeding 
over  the  Round  Pond  from  June  to  September,  strongly  suggesting  a  nesting 
site  nearby;  autumn  passage  numbers  were  unprecedented,  with  100+ 
feeding  over  the  parks  on  occasions  during  August  and  September  (dab, 
rfs,cjg).  Regent’s  Park,  resident  birds  present  from  May  20th;  numbers 
increased  from  July  15th,  reaching  a  maximum  of  50  on  Aug.  20th;  a  large 
passage  occurred  on  Oct.  3rd  when  c.  100  flew  in  together  early  morning, 
another  27  passed  over  SE  at  lunchtime;  c.  80  were  feeding  over  park 
throughout  the  day;  one  flying  S  on  Oct.  17th  was  the  last  recorded  (jpw). 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  first  on  May  15th.  Breeding  was  attempted 
at  an  adjacent  block  of  flats — nest  abandoned.  Up  to  seven  in  mid- 
September,  c.  20  on  Oct.  7th  (rea,kac). 

277  Sand  Martin 

One  at  Sevenoaks  (K)  flying  round  in  blizzard  on  Mar.  30th  (jc,gcdh,jgh) 
was  the  first  reported. 

Spring  and  autumn  passage  numbers  were  low;  c.  200  at  Holmethorpe 
S.P.  (S)  on  May  26th  (ksl)  was  the  peak  count  recorded;  150  at  Maple 
Cross  S.F.  (H)  on  Aug.  24th  (mcrg)  was  the  only  other  count  exceeding 
one  hundred.  A  decline  in  the  number  of  breeding  colonies  was  reported 
from  parts  of  Hertfordshire  (efiw),  but  elsewhere  numbers  appeared 
normal.  In  Surrey  eight  or  nine  pairs  were  reported  breeding  in  holes 
along  a  concrete  riverwall  at  Hogsmill  S.F.  (wri)  and  four  nests  were 
located  in  drainage  pipes  at  Kingston  Guildhall  (sbws). 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  singles  on  Apr.  23rd  and 
June  30th,  two  on  Aug.  4th,  one  on  the  13th  and  15th  (dab). 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  two  N  on  Apr.  21st,  nine  on  May  15th, 
singles  on  May  27th,  June  4th  and  13th  (rea,kac). 

278  Golden  Oriole 

E  Thorndon  Park,  male  seen  and  heard  on  May  30th  and  June  1st  (mkd, 
ebwps).  Epping  Forest,  male  heard  on  June  3rd  (fs). 

279  Raven 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  flying  W  on  Apr.  12th  (jc,jgh,pfh). 


48 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT,  No.  40  FOR  1975 


280  Carrion  Crow 

Counts  at  five  roosts  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Walthamstow,  120  peak  January.  1004-  April,  1004-  November/December 

(jF,EBWPS). 

M  Kenwood,  c.  400  on  Dec.  14th  (kes).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensing¬ 
ton  Gardens,  12  territories  although  some  nests  were  destroyed  when 
elms  were  felled;  45  birds  were  shot  in  April  and  May;  52  were  counted 
in  Kensington  Gardens  during  November  census  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s 
Park,  11  pairs  bred,  largest  flock  numbered  47  on  Sept.  23rd  (jpw).  Also 
reported  breeding  at  Bedford  Sq.,  WC1  (sc)  and  Lennox  Gdns.,  SW1 
(thas). 

K  Bromley  Common,  1004-  winter  months  (gd«),  Joyden’s  Wood,  80  + 
throughout  the  year  (drg). 

S  Wimbledon  Common,  c.  60  on  Jan.  28th  (ghd). 

281  Hooded  Crow 

More  numerous  than  in  recent  winters.  * 

E  Barking,  one  on  Nov.  8th  (ebwps).  Fairlop  G.P.,  up  to  four  on  various 
dates  from  Feb.  23rd  to  Mar.  9th  (acp).  Rainham,  one  on  Mar.  16th  and 
31st  (mkd, ebwps).  Walthamstow  Marshes,  one  on  Jan.  18th  (ag). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F./Poyle  Rubbish  Tip,  one  present  from  Oct.  12th  to  end  of 
year  (gc,md,avm,pn).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  being  chased 
off  by  two  Carrion  Crows  early  on  the  morning  of  Oct.  13th  (jpw). 

K  Otford/Shoreham,  one  on  Nov.  23rd  (tc,ss).  Sevenoaks,  one  on  Jan.  26th 
(gcdh,jgh),  Westerham,  one  on  Nov.  11th  (ss). 

S  Wimbledon  Common,  one  on  Mar.  17th  (ghd). 

282  Rook 

The  1975  Survey  of  Rookeries  revealed  a  dramatic  drop  in  the  number  and 
size  of  rookeries  within  the  LNHS  Area.  A  paper  giving  the  results  of  the 
Census  appears  on  page  66. 

The  modern  practice  of  using  disused  open  pit  workings  as  rubbish  dumps 
has  resulted  in  large  flocks  of  corvidae  and  gulls  being  attracted  to  them 
with  Rook'  numbers  often  exceeding  1,000  during  winter  months.  At 
Symondshyde  (H)  2,000  were  counted  feeding  on  ploughed  fields  on 
Jan.  16th  (lkw). 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  nest  built  by  feral  pair 
near  Speke  monument,  but  birds  disappeared  at  the  time  of  the  crow 
shoot;  four  more  captive  birds  were  released  by  Dr.  Richards  in  October 
(dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  one  wintered  with  Carrion  Crows  from  Nov. 
11th  until  end  of  year  (jpw). 

283  Jackdaw 

H  Symondshyde,  c.  400  on  ploughed  fields  feeding  with  other  corvidae  and 
gulls  on  Jan.  15th  (ehw). 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  odd  birds  passing  over 
Feb./Mar.  and  Oct. /Nov.  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  one  present  in  Queen 
Mary  Gardens  from  Feb.  10th  to  13th;  21  flew  S  on  Oct.  31st  (jpw). 

K  Bromley  Common,  200+  roosting  in  winter  months  (gd«).  Crayford 
Creek,  60+  feeding  on  rubbish  tip  Jan./Feb.  (drg). 

S  Banstead  Heath,  40+  on  Dec.  14th,  largest  number  recently  recorded  for 
area  (ckd,pod).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  E  on  Feb.  20th  (rea). 
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284  Magpie 

Numbers  continued  to  increase  throughout  the  area;  50  at  Dartford 
Marsh  (K)  on  Jan.  24th  (drg)  was  maximum  number  reported. 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  three  pairs  bred  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s 
Park,  five  pairs  holding  territories,  one  pair  with  three  young  on  June  13th 
(jpw). 

286  Jay 

Post-breeding  numbers  were  exceptionally  high.  An  influx  of  Continental 
birds  was  reported  from  North  Kent  during  October. 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  three  territories;  two  dead  nestlings 
were  found  in  the  garden  of  Ranger’s  Lodge  on  July  9th  and  three  well- 
grown  juveniles  with  adult  were  present  in  late  July;  Maxima  of  eight  on 
Sept.  19th  and  Nov.  2nd  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  four  territories,  at 
least  one  pair  bred  (jpw). 

S  Surrey  Docks,  five  arrived  from  W  on  Oct.  18th  and  spent  approximately 
ten  minutes  in  trees  before  moving  off  S  (rea,kac). 

288  Great  Tit 

Inner  London  breeding-season  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  32  territories  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s 
Park,  bred,  27  pairs  counted  (jpw). 

289  Blue  Tit 

Inner  London  breeding  season  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  64  territories;  an  increase  of  50% 
on  1974  total  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  bred,  49  territories  (jpw).  Kentish 
,  Town,  bred  locally  (arg). 

S  Surrey  Docks,  pair  possibly  bred  (rea,kac).  Walton  St.,  SW3,  pair 
attempted  to  breed,  four  eggs  and  one  young  in  nest-box  destroyed  by 
cat — pair  deserted  (thas).  Bermondsey,  SE1 .,  bred,  nest  in  tree  hole  (rea). 

290  Coal  Tit 

Inner  London  breeding  season  records  are  given. 

M  Buckingham  Palace  Gardens,  adult  with  juvenile  on  July  14th  (sc).  Hyde 
Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  ten  territories;  numbers  down  from  16 
in  1974,  lowest  since  1968  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  11  territories  (jpw). 

292  Marsh  Tit 

Breeds  regularly.  No  records  received  for  Inner  London. 

S  Bookham  Common,  numbers  of  territories  over  the  last  six  years  are 
shown  below: 

1970  1971  1972  1973  1974  1975 

40  acres  Woodland  3  2  „  2  4  2  1 

96  acres  Scrubland  10  10  2  1 
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293  Willow  Tit 

More  numerous  than  Marsh  Tit.  No  Inner  London  breeding  season 
records. 

S  Bookham  Common,  numbers  of  territories  over  the  last  six  years  are  shown 
below : 

1970  1971  1972  1973  1974  1975 
40  acres  Woodland  112  2  11 

96  acres  Scrubland  2  3  2  5  2  2 

294  Long-tailed  Tit 

High  numbers  reported  from  October  to  end  of  year.  100+  were  flushed 
from  roost  on  the  banks  of  Queen  Mary  Res.  at  dawn  on  Nov.  15th  (hrg). 
Inner  London  breeding  season  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  pair  with  four  fledged  young  on 
June  19th  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  seven  territories,  parties  of  33  birds 
seen  in  mid-June  suggests  highly  successful  breeding  season  (jpw). 

S  Battersea  Park,  pair  present  April-May,  nest  found  but  later  destroyed 
(rap,cfm). 

295  Bearded  Tit 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  30  on  Jan.  4th,  maxima  of  45  on  Feb.  27th,  25  on  Mar. 

1st;  not  seen  again  until  seven  on  Nov.  22nd,  10  on  Dec.  2nd  (jmh). 

H  Reported  from  two  localities  during  the  winter  months. 

M  Brent  Res.,  four  on  Jan.  3rd  (rwu),  three  on  Jan.  9th  (lab). 

K  Cross  Ness  S.F.,  three  pairs  on  Mar.  3rd  and  23rd,  four  on  Oct.  24th 
(pjs«,jfw).  Sevenoaks,  one  female  or  immature  on  July  3rd  (jc,jgh). 

S  Richmond  Park,  nine  in  reed  bed  at  Pen  Pond  on  Oct.  19th  (ml). 

296  Nuthatch 

Inner  Lond'on  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  ten  dates  from  Sept.  9th  to  Nov. 
11th,  two  on  Nov.  24th  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  one  present  from  Aug.  11th 
until  end  of  year  (jpw).  Holland  Park,  one  on  Mar.  22nd  (jk). 

298  Treecreeper 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  three  territories;  adult  with  food 
feeding  two  young  in  Kensington  Gardens  on  July  9th;  present  throughout 
the  year  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  bred,  one  definite  territory;  limited  evidence 
of  another  pair  (jpw). 

— -  Short-toed  Treecreeper  Certhia  brachydactyla 

E  Epping  Forest,  one  on  May  26th  (mkd). 

Accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  this  is  the  first  record 
for  the  London  Area.  The  bird  was  first  located  by  its  distinctive  song, 
which  was  fully  described  by  the  observer,  who  also  gave  supporting 
evidence  of  plumage  differences. 
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299  Wren 

Reports  indicated  a  further  increase  in  the  number  of  territories  during 
the  breeding  season.  At  Wey  Manor  Farm  (S)  42  pairs  were  reported, 
the  highest  number  ever  recorded  in  the  locality.  Bookham  Common  (S), 
numbers  of  territories  over  the  last  six  years  are  shown  below: 

1970  1971  1972  1973  1974  1975 
40  acres  Woodland  25  17  26  27  27  30 

96  acres  Scrubland  18  14  22  19  23  26 

Inner  London  breeding  season  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  28  territories  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park, 
bred,  18  pairs  (jpw).  Four  other  reports  of  males  singing  during  the 
breeding  season  were  received  for  the  Inner  London  area. 

301  Mistle  Thrush 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  eight  territories  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s 
Park,  bred,  12  territories  (jpw).  Kentish  Town,  a  pair  feeding  young 
(arg).  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields,  one  feeding  large  young  on  May  13th  (sc). 

S  Lambeth,  Archbishop’s  Park,  one  on  May  7th  and  two  on  May  13th 
carrying  food  (pjsh). 

302  Fieldfare 

Much  commoner  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  than  in  1974.  Flocks  of  100 
or  more  were  reported  from  16  localities  in  the  period  January  to  March, 
the  largest  numbers  being  500+  at  Walton-on-the-Hill,  Surrey,  on  Feb. 
5th,  500+  at  Ash  near  Dartford,  Kent,  on  Feb.  9th  and  500  at  Cobham, 
Surrey,  on  Feb.  25th.  Most  had  left  by  mid-April  but  a  very  late  straggler 
was  seen  at  Ruxley,  Kent,  on  May  14th. 

An  unusual  record  was  of  a  juvenile  at  Primrose  Hill,  Inner  London,  on 
July  24th  (ch).  Other  early  arrivals  in  autumn  were  one  at  Northfleet, 
Kent,  on  Sept.  8th  and  one  in  Hyde  Park  and  a  large  flock  flying  over  at 
Wanstead  Park,  Essex,  on  Sept.  17th,  but  the  main  influx  did  not  begin 
until  the  end  of  the  first  week  of  October.  Passage  was  noted  in  the 
Inner  London  parks  from  Oct.  8th  to  Nov.  17th.  The  autumn  numbers 
were  lower  than  in  1974.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  flocks  of  100  or  more 
were  reported  from  only  five  localities,  but  these  included  the  largest 
concentration  for  the  year,  800  at  Stonehill  Farm  by  Joyden’s  Wood,  Kent, 
on  Oct.  19th. 

303  Song  Thrush 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  36  territories  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s 
Park,  bred,  45  territories  (jpw).  St.  George’s  Gardens,  WC1,  one  carrying 
food  on  July  17th  (sc). 

304  Redwing 

Probably  as  common  as  the  Fieldfare  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  Flocks 
of  100  or  more  were  reported  from  14  localities,  the  largest  numbers 
being  at  Bromley  Common,  Kent,  where  there  were  480  on  Feb.  23rd, 
950  on  Mar.  2nd  and  500  on  Mar.  16th.  There  were  still  280  at  Park 
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Langley,  Kent,  on  Apr.  10th  but  none  were  seen  after  Apr.  23rd. 

The  only  September  records  were  three  at  Tadworth,  Surrey,  on  Sept. 
14th  and  four  at  Sutton,  Surrey,  on  the  24th.  A  considerable  movement 
of  immigrants  was  noted  at  Dollis  Hill,  Middx.,  on  Oct.  8th,  1,550  flying 
W.  Thereafter  passage  was  frequently  reported  until  early  November. 
Apparently  commoner  than  the  Fieldfare  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Reports 
of  100  or  more  from  ten  localities,  the  maximum  400  at  Thorndon  Park, 
Essex,  on  Oct.  19th.  Movements  w'ere  noted  during  a  short  cold  spell  in 
the  third  week  of  December,  including  arrivals  in  the  Inner  London  parks 
where  they  remained  until  the  end  of  the  year. 


307  Ring  Ouzel 

A  wintering  bird  in  addition  to  the  usual  passage  migrants. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  male  on  Apr.  26th  (mo). 

M  Fulwell  golf  course,  one  on  Apr.  19th  (jbs).  Mill  Hill,  one  at  Copt  Hall 
on  Oct.  14th  (lkw).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  a  female  trapped  and  ringed  on 
Apr.  26th  (hrg). 

K  Cross  Ness  S.F.,  a  female  on  Apr.  15th  (jfw).  Eltham,  a  male  at  Avery 
Hill  Park  on  Apr.  25th  (few). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  a  male  Apr.  16th  to  18th  (jd,jkcg,amlmns).  Epsom, 
a  male  at  Dorking  Road  from  early  January  to  Feb.  9th  and  again  on 
Feb.  17th  (ad,jd  et  al.).  Tolw'orth,  a  female  on  Apr.  30th  (sbws). 
Wimbledon  Common,  a  female  on  Apr.  8th  (rk).  Inner  London:  Surrey 
Docks,  a  male  on  Apr.  21st  (rea). 

308  Blackbird 

Three  ringing  recoveries  and  Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one  controlled  on  Jan.  27th  had  been  ringed  as  a  pullus 
at  Manttluoto,  Finland,  on  June  3rd,  1973. 

M  Kempton  Park,  a  male  ringed  on  Jan.  5th,  1974,  was  recovered  at  Borger 
(Drenthe),  Netherlands,  on  Feb.  3rd,  1975.  Potters  Bar,  an  adult  female 
ringed  on  Dec.  2nd,  1973,  was  recovered  at  Karlskoga,  Sweden,  on  July 
28th,  1975.  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  147 
territories  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  bred,  124  territories  (jpw).  Kentish 
Town,  three  pairs,  of  w'hich  at  least  one  pair  bred  (arg).  South  Kensington, 
a  pair  nested  on  a  travelling  crane  at  Imperial  College  as  in  1974  (rjc). 
Stepney,  a  male  carrying  food  for  young  on  Apr.  24th  (pjs«). 

S  Inner  London:  County  Hall,  five  territories,  in  two  of  which  breeding 
w'as  proved  (pjs«).  Kennington  Park,  a  pair  carrying  food  for  young  on 
May  23rd  (pjs«).  Southwark,  a  female  with  food  at  Bankside  on  May 
16th  (rah).  Surrey  Docks,  several  pairs  present,  tw'o  nests  located  (rea, 
kac). 


311  Wheatear 

Spring  passage  from  Mar.  16th  to  June  5th  with  a  peak  in  mid-April  when 
on  the  19th  there  were  ten  at  Girling  Res.,  Essex,  20  at  Osterley  Park, 
Middx.,  and  14+  at  Beddington  S.F.,  Surrey,  and  on  the  21st  16  at 
Surrey  Docks.  Autumn  passage  from  Aug.  10th  to  Nov.  2nd,  but  no  more 
than  eight  were  reported  at  any  locality. 
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317  Stonechat 

Not  such  a  successful  breeding  season  as  1974,  but  at  least  11  pairs  bred 
out  of  15  or  16  present  in  the  breeding  season,  as  given  below.  As  in  1974, 
present  regularly  outside  of  the  breeding  season  at  Surrey  Docks  in  Inner 
London. 

E  Chingford,  one  pair  reared  two  broods  (acp).  Rainham,  two  pairs  with 
young  in  August  (mkd).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  pair  reared  three  young 
Of). 

M  Tottenham,  a  pair  nested  successfully  at  Northumberland  Park  and 
probably  had  a  second  brood  as  well  (prh). 

K  Cross  Ness  S.F.,  two  and  five  juveniles  on  Aug.  11th  (pjs«).  Northfieet, 
one  pair  breeding  in  May  (lfw). 

S  Ashtead  and  Epsom  Commons,  three  or  four  pairs  nested  (dp).  Banstead 
Downs,  three  pairs  present  (rhbf).  Leatherhead  Station,  a  pair  on  June 
12th  in  the  old  goodsyard  (ch).  Richmond  Park,  a  pair  had  two  broods 
(wri). 

318  Whinchat 

As  usual  reported  on  passage,  but  no  evidence  of  breeding  received. 
Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Kensington  Gardens,  one  in  late  July  or  early  August  (dt /).  Regent’s 
Park,  singles  on  Aug.  15th,  Sept.  8th  and  15th  and  Oct.  2nd  (jpw). 

S  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Apr.  23rd,  two  on  Apr.  29th  and  one  on  Apr.  30th; 
recorded  on  eleven  dates  from  Aug.  26th  to  Sept.  11th,  maximum  seven  on 
Sept.  5th  (rea,kac). 

320  Redstart 

All  records  are  given.  Breeding  proved  at  only  two  localities. 

E  Epping  Forest,  four  pairs  and  two  other  singing  males  located;  one  pair 
seen  with  young  (ebwps,mkd,jf).  Ongar,  one  on  Sept.  1st  (ebwps). 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  two  males  on  July  5th  (hnhs).  Northaw  Great  Wood, 
one  on  June  21st  the  only  record  (gcg). 

M  Kempton  Park,  two  on  Apr.  19th,  singles  on  May  3rd,  Aug.  30th  and  in 
September,  all  trapped  and  ringed  (hrg).  Staines  Moor,  one  on  Sept. 
4th  (pn).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  one  on  Sept.  10th  (dab,rfs); 
Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Sept.  17th  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on 
Apr.  25th  and  Aug.  29th  (jpw). 

K  Northfieet,  one  on  Sept.  13th  (lfw).  St.  Paul’s  Cray,  one  at  Hoblingwell 
Wood  on  Sept.  13th  (khp). 

S  Limpsfield  Chart,  four  singing  males  in  the  breeding  season;  at  least  one 
pair  bred  (rjc,ajh,dw).  Norbury  Park,  a  female  on  Aug.  25th  (mns). 
Surbiton,  singles  at  Raeburn  Avenue  on  July  1st  and  at  the  cemetery  on 
Aug.  7th  and  8th  (sbws,res).  Richmond  Park,  singles  on  Apr.  20th  and 
Sept.  4th  (bam). 

321  Black  Redstart 

Probably  20  pairs  in  the  breeding  season,  of  which  at  least  1 1  are  known  to 
have  bred.  At  least  ten  other  singing  males.  Breeding  season  records 
are  given. 

E  Beckton  Gas  Works,  five  pairs,  three  with  young  (acp).  Ilford,  a  pair 
seen  carrying  food  (acp).  Romford  Brewery,  one  pair  carrying  food  (acp). 
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Stratford  Broadway,  one  pair  (acp).  Walthamstow,  a  pair  in  May,  two 
singing  males  in  June  (mo). 

H  Rye  House  power  station,  one  pair  bred  (lvpg). 

M  Brimsdown,  one  singing  on  May  31st  (jf).  Colindale,  one  singing  in 
April  and  May  (ehw).  Fulham  Gas  Works,  one  pair  bred  (jaw). 
Tottenham  Gas  Works,  a  male  singing  on  Apr.  9th  and  May  30th  and  31st, 
a  female  on  Apr.  17th  (jf,prh).  Inner  London:  Kings  Cross,  at  least  two 
pairs,  one  of  which  is  known  to  have  bred  (arg,jg,jpw)  ;  St.  Katherine 
Dock,  one  pair  bred  (acp). 

K  Littlebrook,  two  singing  males  in  May,  June  and  July,  and  a  female  on  May 
4th;  no  evidence  of  breeding  (drg).  Northfleet,  a  male  singing  on  Aug. 
7th;  a  nest  found  on  a  gantry  had  two  Black  Redstart  feathers  in  the 
lining  but  there  was  no  evidence  that  it  had  been  used  (rfs). 

S  Croydon  Power  Station,  two  males  and  a  female  on  Aug.  2nd  and  four 
juveniles  on  Aug.  16th  (jcw).  East  Croydon  Station,  one  singing  on 
June  9th  (amn).  Surbiton,  one  singing  in  the  cemetery  on  May  9th  (res). 
Inner  London:  Bankside,  a  pair  on  May  14th  and  16th  (rah);  Nine  Elms, 
one  pair  bred  (pjs«);  London  Bridge,  one  singing  on  Guy’s  Hospital  on 
May  22nd  (rea);  Surrey  Docks,  one  pair  bred  successfully,  two  other 
singing  males  (rea,kac). 

322  Nightingale 

E  Hainault,  one  singing  in  May  and  June  (mkd).  No  reports  from  Epping 
Forest. 

H  Northaw  Great  Wood,  at  least  two  pairs  in  the  breeding  season  (ehw,lkw). 
Rickmansworth  area,  one  pair  bred  (dkc). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  trapped  and  ringed  on  Apr.  26th  (hrg). 

K  Farningham  Woods,  one  on  June  2nd  (rh).  Near  Westerham  one  singing 
on  May  4th  (ts). 

S  Ashtead  Common,  three  singing  in  the  breeding  season  (rhbf,dp). 
Bookham,  two  territories  occupied  (gb).  Epsom  Common,  one  singing 
on  May  11th  and  13th  (esb).  Oxshott,  Princes  Coverts,  three  singing  on 
Apr.  27th;  two  pairs  located  on  May  18th  and  a  nest  found  on  the  26th 
(wri,dkw).'  Putney  Heath,  one  singing  on  Apr.  25th  and  26th,  but  not 
subsequently  (rk). 

325  Robin 

ksl  reported  one  feeding  ‘tit  style’  on  peanuts  in  a  plastic  bag  at 
Banstead,  Surrey,  on  Feb.  24th.  Inner  London  breeding  records  are 
given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  36  territories  (dab, 
rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  bred,  56  pairs  (jpw). 

326  Cetti’s  Warbler 

B  Wraysbury,  a  pair  on  July  18th  (cft). 

K  At  an  undisclosed  site,  a  male  from  May  20th  to  25th. 

All  three  records  have  been  accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee, 
and  they  comprise  the  first  for  the  London  Area  this  century. 

327  Grasshopper  Warbler 

E  Romford,  one  singing  on  Apr.  28th  (ebwps).  Sewardstone,  six  or  seven 
singing  in  the  breeding  season  (cf). 
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H  Broxbourne  Woods,  one  singing  on  June  28th  (jdm).  Frogmore,  one 
singing  on  May  3rd  and  13th  (hnhs).  Lea  Valley,  six  singing  males 
(lvpg).  Symondshyde,  up  to  six  singing  males  in  the  breeding  season 
(hnhs). 

K  Elmers  End  S.F.,  one  on  June  4th  (rjt).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  May 
25th  (jc,jgh). 

S  Ashtead  Common,  seven  territories,  two  nests  found  (wri,dp).  Bookham 
Common,  two  territories  in  the  breeding  season  (gb).  Epsom  Common, 
four  pairs,  two  nests  found  (wri).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one 
singing  on  June  6th  (rea,kac). 

333  Reed  Warbler 

Breeding  season  reports  included  ten  territories  at  Brent  Res.,  Middx. 
(lab),  three  singing  and  at  least  one  pair  breeding  at  Barn  Elms  pond, 
Surrey  (psa,pjs«)  and  at  least  four  singing  in  Richmond  Park,  Surrey, 
on  June  15th  (bam).  Reports  on  status  included  a  further  increase  from 
15  pairs  to  19  pairs  at  Stocker’s  Lake  and  Springwell,  Herts,  (dkc),  and 
a  loss  of  habitat  at  Dartford  Marsh,  Littlebrook  and  Stone  Marsh,  Kent, 
although  breeding  continues  at  all  three  areas  (drg).  A  late  bird  seen  at 
Cheshunt  G.P.  on  Oct.  27th/28th  was  found  dead  the  next  day  (pt). 

334  Marsh  Warbler 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  singing  on  May  28th  (jc,jgh,pfh). 

337  Sedge  Warbler 

ehw  reported  that  in  Hertfordshire,  as  a  whole,  numbers  were  below 
normal,  but  at  Stocker’s  Lake  and  Springwell  dkc  found  23  pairs  breeding 
compared  with  26  in  1974.  At  Brent  Res.,  Middx.,  there  were  12 
territories  compared  with  ten  of  Reed  Warbler  (lab),  but  at  Dartford  Marsh, 
Littlebrook  and  Stone  Marsh,  Kent,  where  there  has  been  a  loss  of 
habitat,  there  were  fewer  pairs  of  Sedge  than  Reed  Warblers  (drg). 
Inner  London  records  are  given  below : 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  singles  on  Apr.  22nd,  May  2nd,  8th  and 
14th,  and  June  2nd  and  5th  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Apr.  29th 
(jpw). 

S  Surrey  Docks,  two  on  Apr.  28th,  singles  on  May  10th,  13th  and  26th, 
two  on  June  9th  and  one  until  the  11th;  singles  on  Sept.  11th  and  17th 
(rea,kac). 

343  Blackcap 

Records  in  the  months  of  January,  February,  November  and  December, 
and  Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  East  Finchley,  a  pair  feeding  on  asparagus  plants  for  two  weeks  in  Feb. 
(cfs).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  a  male  on  Nov.  22nd  and  one  on  Dec.  13th, 
both  ringed  (hrg).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens, 
bred,  four  territories  (dab,rfs);  Regent’s  Park,  three  territories,  at  least 
one  pair  bred  (jpw). 

K  Park  Langley,  a  male  on  Jan.  16th  (gd«).  West  Wickham,  a  male  on 
Jan.  4th  (ab). 

S  Purley,  a  male  from  Feb.  16th  to  25th  (pjs«).  Raynes  Park,  a  female  on 
Feb.  20th  (ghd):  a  female  on  Dec.  6th  (rk).  Weybridge,  a  male  singing 
on  Feb.  25th  (jgt).  Wimbledon,  a  female  caught  and  ringed  on  Jan.  17th 
(arh). 
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344  Barred  Warbler 

H  Rye  Meads,  a  juvenile  caught  and  ringed  on  Aug.  16th  (lvpg). 

This  is  only  the  second  record  for  the  London  Area  in  the  present  century, 
the  first  having  been  seen  as  recently  as  1972,  also  at  Rye  Meads. 

346  Garden  Warbler 

The  only  comment  on  status  received  was  that  at  Joyden’s  Wood,  Bexley, 
Kent,  numbers  were  well  down  on  previous  years  (drg).  Inner  London 
records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  singles  on  May  1st  and  12th  and  Aug. 
19th  and  20th  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  May  15th,  Aug.  11th  and 
29th  and  Sept.  4th  (jpw). 

347  Whitethroat 

Some  comments  on  breeding  status  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Thorndon  Park,  four  pairs,  an  improvement  on  1974  (ebwps). 

H  Cassiobury  Park,  three  pairs,  an  increase  on  recent  years  (jdm).  Lea 
Valley,  26  pairs  bred  from  49  established  pairs  (lvpg). 

M  W  and  NW,  still  appears  very  scarce  in  breeding  season  (gcg).  Inner 
London:  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  May  5th  (dab);  Regent’s  Park, 
singles  on  five  dates  between  Aug.  22nd  and  Sept.  30th,  two  on  Sept.  19th 
(jpw). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  pair  bred,  numbers  down  on  previous  year,  probably 
due  to  loss  of  habitat  (drg). 

S  The  numbers  of  territories  in  census  areas  at  Ashtead  Common,  53  acres, 
from  1968  to  1975  (dp)  and  Bookham  Common,  96  acres,  from  1970  to 


1975  (gb)  are  given 

below : 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

1972 

1973 

1974 

1975 

Ashtead  Common 

18 

7 

9 

8 

10 

6 

13 

17 

Bookham  Common 

— 

— 

14 

12 

13 

17 

13 

7 

Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Apr.  28th,  two  on  Sept.  1st  (rea,kac). 

\ 

348  Lesser  Whitethroat 

Reports  of  breeding  received  do  not  suggest  any  marked  changes  compared 
with  recent  years.  Twenty  were  trapped  and  ringed  at  Kempton  Park, 
Middx.,  on  Aug.  30th  during  a  ‘fall  of  coastal-observatory  proportions’ 
(hrg).  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Regent’s  Park,  first  singing  male  on  Apr.  28th;  two  singing  males  held 
territory  until  late  May,  but  not  heard  or  seen  afterwards;  in  autumn. 
11  bird/days  between  Aug.  27th  and  Sept.  19th,  singles  except  two  on 
Sept.  4th  and  13th  and  three  on  Sept.  11th  (jpw). 

S  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Sept.  15th  and  17th  (rea,kac). 

352  Dartford  Warbler 

S  Barnes,  one  killed  by  a  cat  at  Castlenau  Mansions  on  Nov.  1st  had  been 
ringed  as  a  juvenile  on  June  1st,  1975,  in  the  New  Forest  ( BTO  News  77). 

354  Willow  Warbler 

Inner  London  records  are  given : 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens:  spring  passage  from  Apr.  15th  with  a 
maximum  of  13  on  Apr.  19th;  a  singing  male  held  a  territory  during  late 
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April  and  May,  but  a  mate  was  not  seen;  return  passage  almost  daily  from 
July  21st  until  Sept.  17th,  with  maxima  of  20  on  Aug.  19th  and  30  on  Aug. 
21st,  and  singles  on  Sept.  20th  and  Oct.  2nd  (dab,frs).  Regent’s  Park, 
spring  passage  from  Apr.  17th  to  May  2nd,  maximum  ten  on  Apr.  21st, 
one  on  May  12th;  autumn  passage  from  Aug.  11th  to  Sept.  19th,  maximum 
25  on  Aug.  22nd  (jpw).  Kentish  Town,  one  Apr.  12th  (arg). 

S  Surrey  Docks,  up  to  five  from  Apr.  15th  to  May  10th,  one  singing  strongly 
from  Apr.  18th  to  May  10th;  one  singing  on  Sept.  15th  (rea,kac). 

356  Chiffchaff 

A  total  of  at  least  23  birds  reported  from  13  localities  in  January  and 
February,  and  ten  from  six  localities  in  November  and  December.  Inner 
London  records  are  summarized  below: 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Mar.  7th,  one  or  two  on  six  dates 
from  Apr.  17th  to  25th;  in  autumn,  almost  daily  in  Sept,  and  on  five 
dates  in  .Oct.,  maximum  9  on  Sept.  15th  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  first 
spring  record  three  on  Apr.  15th,  then  one  or  two  on  five  dates  up  to  May 
8th;  autumn  passage  from  Aug.  11th  to  Oct.  6th,  maximum  ten  on  Sept. 
16th  (jpw). 

S  Surrey  Docks,  singles  on  Apr.  19th  and  Dec.  11th,  12th  and  29th  (rea,kac) 

357  Wood  Warbler 

Records  of  pairs  or  singing  males  in  May  and  June  (some  of  which  may 
have  been  passage  migrants)  and  all  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

H  Chorleywood,  one  on  June  1st  (hnhs).  Hilfield  House,  one  singing  on 
May  11th  (ehw).  Northaw  Great  Wood,  two,  possibly  three  pairs  in  the 
breeding  season  (ehw,lkw).  Symondshyde,  one  on  May  19th  (hnhs). 

M  Stanmore  Common,  two  pairs,  one  of  which  bred  successfully  (ehw). 
Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  one  on  Aug.  18th  and  19th;  Kensington 
Gardens,  one  on  July  17th  and  Aug.  14th  (cjg,dab);  Regent’s  Park,  singles 
on  Apr.  22nd  and  May  2nd  (jpw). 

B  Denham,  one  singing  at  Oakend  Wood  on  May  26th  (rnhs). 

K  Hayes  Common,  one  singing  on  May  19th  and  23rd  (sgeb,der).  Hosey 
Common,  two  singing  on  May  4th,  one  on  May  26th  (sjg,khp).  Petts 
Wood,  two  on  May  11th  and  18th  (pk,cs). 

S  Arbrook  Common,  one  singing  on  May  10th  (wri).  Banstead  Heath, 
two  May  22nd  first  date,  two  Sept.  14th  last  date  (ckd,pod).  Godstone, 
one  singing  at  Tilburstow  Hill  on  May  12th  and  June  16th  (pd,ajh).  Kings- 
wood,  one  pair  bred  near  the  church  (ckd,pod).  Limpsfield,  five  singing  or 
calling  in  different  territories  on  June  17th;  a  pair  carrying  food  on  June 
19th  (dw).  Nower  Wood,  Headley,  one  pair  feeding  young  on  June  13th 
and  at  least  one  other  pair  (rhbf). 

364  Goldcrest 

A  summary  of  Inner  London  records  including  the  first  breeding  in 
Regent’s  Park  is  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  two  or  three  in  January  and  singles 
almost  daily  to  April;  one  singing  in  May,  but  no  mate  was  seen;  in 
autumn  one  to  five  almost  daily  from  Sept.  9th  to  Nov.  13th  (dab,rfs). 
Regent’s  Park,  present  throughout  the  year,  although  only  sporadically 
in  the  early  months;  spring  passage  maximum  six  on  Apr.  18th;  one  pair 
bred  in  Queen  Mary  Gardens,  bringing  off  two  broods,  the  first  breeding 
record  for  the  park  and  the  second  for  Inner  London;  up  to  seven  seen 
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during  the  rest  of  the  year  (jpw).  Brunswick  Square,  one  found  dead  on 
Oct.  14th  (bar). 

365  Firecrest 

E  In  one  area,  males  singing  on  three  dates  in  May  and  on  June  14th.  At 
another  locality,  one  singing  on  May  25th  and  June  5th.  Localities  and 
name  of  observer  are  withheld. 

H  Turnford  Marsh  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  22nd  (lvpg).  Whippendell  Woods,  one 
on  May  9th  (jdm). 

M  Harrow  School,  on  on  Apr.  14th  and  from  May  22nd  to  June  6th  (mt). 
Kempton  Park,  one  on  Mar.  29th  trapped  and  ringed  (hrg).  Queen  Mary 
Res.,  a  female  trapped  and  ringed  on  June  21st  (hrg).  Inner  London: 
Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Apr.  20th  and  three,  possibly  four,  the  next  day; 
thereafter  singles  on  Apr.  22nd  and  23rd,  May  1st,  9th  and  13th  (jpw). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  10th,  Feb.  8th  and  Mar.  15th  (mtnhs). 

K  Dulwich  Woods,  one  on  Mar.  2nd  (kac).  Pratts  Bottom,  a  male  on  Mar. 
28th  (sgeb).  Ruxley,  one  on  Dec.  14th  (sjg).  Swanscombe,  a  male  found 
exhausted  on  May  11th  at  Broadness  was  taken  home,  recovered  and 
released  (lfw). 

S  Nower  Wood,  Headley,  one  singing  on  June  13th  (rhbf).  Surbiton,  one 
on  Jan.  3rd  (sbws).  Tolworth,  two  on  Jan.  26th  (gwg). 

366  Spotted  Flycatcher 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  five  territories;  autumn  passage 
up  to  five  almost  daily  from  Aug.  7th  to  Sept.  27th  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s 
Park,  bred,  nine  territories,  evidence  of  breeding  in  five;  first  arrivals  were 
on  May  19th;  the  maximum  count  in  the  autumn  was  14  on  Sept.  8th  (jpw). 
St.  George’s  Park  near  Grays  Inn  Road,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (esb). 

368  Pied  Flycatcher 

The  only  spring  record  was  a  female  in  Richmond  Park,  Surrey,  on  May 
3rd  (jbs).  Autumn  passage  from  Aug.  8th  to  Sept.  18th  with  the  peak  in 
mid-August.  Although  autumn  records  were  received  from  twelve  locali¬ 
ties,  over  half  were  from  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens  which  also 
produced  the  largest  individual  count  of  17  on  Aug.  16th  (mo). 

371  Dunnock 

Comments  on  movements  and  Inner  London  breeding  are  given. 

M  Dollis  Hill,  passage  over  SW  on  Oct.  6th  (es).  Kempton  Park,  66  ringed 
during  September:  ringing  at  Kempton  Park  has  proved  that  movements 
occur  each  spring  and  autumn  (hrg).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Ken¬ 
sington  Gardens,  bred,  24  territories  (dab);  Regent’s  Park,  bred,  50 
territories  (jpw)  ;  Kentish  Town,  a  pair  seen  regularly  and  carrying  food,  but 
no  young  seen  (arg). 

373  Meadow  Pipit 

Breeding  season  distribution  and  a  summary  of  Inner  London  records  are 
given. 

H  Lea  Valley,  15  pairs  reared  young  (lvpg). 
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M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  several  pairs  present  in  the  breeding  season  (pn).  Staines, 
at  least  one  pair  bred  at  the  reservoir;  eight  on  the  moor  on  June  21st  (pn). 
Inner  London:  reported  from  the  parks  mainly  on  the  spring  passage  from 
Mar.  24th  to  Apr.  19th  and  in  autumn  from  Sept.  1 1th  to  Nov.  4th ;  the  peak 
was  at  the  beginning  of  October  with  41  on  Oct.  1st  and  39  on  the  2nd  at 
Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens  and  34  on  Oct.  2nd  at  Regent’s  Park 
(dab,jpw). 

K  Hartford  Marsh,  Littlebrook  and  Stone  Marsh,  several  pairs  bred  at  each 
(drg). 

S  Banstead  Downs,  ten  pairs  present  on  June  5th  (rhbf).  Inner  London: 
Surrey  Docks,  fluctuating  numbers  in  winter  and  the  passage  period  with 
peaks  of  c.  100  on  Jan.  24th,  Mar.  5th,  Oct.  13th  and  Dec.  12th;  five  singing 
birds  were  present  on  Apr.  30th,  three  throughout  much  of  May  and  one 
until  June  16th  (rea,kac). 

376  Tree  Pipit 

Excluding  Essex  there  were  reports  of  birds  in  the  breeding  season  from 
18  localities  compared  with  26  in  1974.  Records  for  Essex  (for  which  no 
details  were  available  in  1974)  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Epping  Forest,  c.  20  singing  males  (mo).  Hainault  five  pairs  (mkd).  Harlow, 
three  pairs  bred  (ebwps).  Havering,  three  pairs  (mkd).  Romford,  five 
pairs  (ebwps).  Thorndon  Park,  two  pairs  feeding  young  on  June  15th 
(ebwps). 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  one  on  May  3rd  (dab);  Regent’s  Park,  one  on 
May  1st  (jpw). 

379a  Rock  Pipit 

Distribution  similar  to  1974  with,  outside  of  the  breeding  season,  up  to  15 
by  the  Thames  to  the  east  of  the  Area  and  up  to  four  at  inland  reservoirs, 
but  exceptionally  ten  at  Staines  Res.  on  Oct.  11th  (sjm,drco).  At  Wrays- 
bury  Res.  on  Oct.  12th  17  birds  were  reported  as  Rock/Water  Pipit,  but 
from  the  locality  and  the  occurrence  of  ten  at  Staines  the  previous  day  it 
would  seem  probable  that  they  may  have  been  Rock  Pipits  (mtnhs). 

379b  Water  Pipit 

H  Rye  Meads,  singles  on  four  dates  from  Jan.  5th  to  Feb.  1st  and  on  Nov. 
15  th  (lvpg). 

H/M  Cassiobury  Park  to  Harefield  Moor,  singles  at  a  number  of  sites  on  many 
dates  from  Jan.  5th  to  Apr.  10th  and  from  Oct.  26th  to  Dec.  28th  (mo). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Dec.  20th  (avm,pn).  Staines  Res.,  one  from  Mar. 
31st  to  Apr.  3rd  (mjr). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  two  on  Oct.  15th  (jc,jgh).  Swanscombe  S.F.,  one  on 
Apr.  9th  (lfw). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  a  number  of  dates  from  Jan.  2nd  to  Apr.  4th,  three 
on  Feb.  8th  and  two  or  three  on  Feb.  22nd  (mo) ;  two  Nov.  2nd,  at  least 
three  Nov.  24th  and  one  Dec.  26th  (kdgm).  Hersham  S.F.,  one  on  Nov. 
16th  and  one  trapped  on  Nov.  29th  (jjb,dp). 

380a  Pied  Wagtail 

Maxima  are  given  at  roosts  of  100  or  more,  with  Inner  London  breeding 
records. 

E  Sewardstonebury,  roost  in  a  greenhouse,  100  in  Oct.  (pr y). 
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H  Rye  House  power  station,  maximum  800,  date  not  given  (-lvpg). 

M  Queen  Mary  G.P.,  300+  on  Dec.  23rd  (hrg).  Inner  London  roosts: 
Buckingham  Palace  Road,  233  on  Dec.  17th  (rjc);  Walbrook,  EC4,  170  on 
Dec.  23rd  (pjo).  Inner  London  breeding:  HydeJPark/Kensington  Gardens, 
two  territories  (dab);  Regent’s  Park,  two  territories  (jpw);  South  Kensing¬ 
ton  Underground  Station,  one  pair  nested  successfully  in  a  hole  in  retaining 
wall  20  feet  above  the  track  (rjc);  Regent’s  Canal  between  Chalk  Farm 
and  Islington,  at  least  two  pairs  bred  (arg). 

K  Dartford  Marsh/Littlebrook,  100+  Nov.  and  Dec.  (drg).  Orpington, 
3,400  on  Feb.  1st;  1,850  on  Dec.  6th  (rjc).  Sundridge,  100+  on  Nov.  16th 
(fbsa).  Swanscombe  S.F.,  125  on  Nov.  23rd  (lfw). 

S  Inner  London:  County  Hall,  adults  feeding  young  on  roof  on  June  30th  and 
July  2nd  (pjs«);  Surrey  Docks,  two  or  three  pairs  in  May  and  adults  seen 
collecting  food  for  young,  four  juveniles  in  June  (rea,kac). 

380b  White  Wagtail 

E  Hainault,  one  on  Apr.  1st  (mkd).  Walthamstow  Res.,  two  on  Apr.  5th, 
one  on  the  6th  (jf). 

M  Staines  Res.,  singles  on  Mar.  29th,  Apr.  12th  and  May  2nd  (rpb,nwg,avm, 
pn).  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  one  by  the  Round  Pond  on 
Apr.  7th  (dab). 

K  Orpington,  one  on  July  14th,  15th  and  17th  (rjc).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  males 
on  Aug.  5th  and  6th,  one  on  Aug.  16th,  a  male  on  Dec.  16th  and  a  female 
on  Dec.  25th  (jc,jgh).  Swanscombe  S.F.,  four  on  Apr.  6th,  one  on  Apr. 
9th,  two  on  Apr.  11th  (lfw). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  28th,  two  on  Mar.  30th  (psa,rbh).  Bedding- 
ton  S.F.,  one  on  Apr.  8th,  two  on  Apr.  10th  (jd).  Richmond  Park,  singles 
on  Apr.  30th  and  May  11th  (bam,mjw). 

381  Grey  Wagtail 

A  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  pairs  in  the  breeding  season 
including  two  in  Inner  London. 

E  Kings  Weirx,  River  Lea,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (bsm,lvpg).  Waltham¬ 
stow  Res.,  a  pair  feeding  young  in  July  (rl).  Wanstead  Park,  one  pair 
made  two  attempts  to  breed,  but  both  nests  were  destroyed  (wcg). 

H  Cassiobury  Park,  one  pair  bred  (jdm).  Lea  Valley,  three  pairs  bred  (lvpg). 

M  Darlands  Lake,  one  pair  resident  (ehw,lkw).  Denham  Lock,  a  pair  on 
June  3rd  and  a  male  on  June  7th  (pn).  East  Hendon,  two  pairs  by  the 
Dollis  Brook  of  which  one  pair  certainly  bred  (ehw).  West  Hyde,  a  pair  on 
May  25th  (lkw).  Inner  London:  Great  New  St.  and  Shoe  Lane,  EC4,  a 
pair  nested  on  a  bombed  site  by  the  Daily  Telegraph  building,  raising  two 
broods  of  two  and  three  young  (pmb). 

K  Beckenham,  a  pair  feeding  young  in  Kelsey  Park  on  June  4th  (brd).  Bexley, 
three  including  a  juvenile  by  the  River  Cray  on  July  12th  (sjg).  Foots  Cray 
Meadows,  three  in  April  and  May,  probably  bred  (sjg).  Lullingstone,  a 
pair  in  May  (gfam).  Ravensbourne,  one  pair  nesting  in  the  river  bank  May 
and  June  (ts).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  a  female  with  three  young  in  August  (jgh). 
Westerham.  two  pairs  in  area  on  May  4th  (khp). 

S  Cobham,  two  pairs  bred  (wri).  East  Molesey,  a  pair  with  young  in  June 
and  a  second  nest  in  July  (pjo).  Ham  Moor  G.P.,  a  male  collecting  food 
on  May  22nd  (rdh).  Hersham,  one  pair  bred  at  Royal  Mills  (wri). 
Kingston,  one  pair  bred  by  the  Hogsmill  River  (wri).  Leatherhead,  one 
pair  bred  at  Three  Bridges  (wri).  Littleworth  Common,  one  pair  bred 
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(wri).  Morden  Hall  Park,  a  pair  with  a  juvenile  on  July  4th  (rk).  Norbury 
Park,  on  pair  bred  (jjb).  Richmond  Park,  a  pair  bred  in  the  park  for  the 
first  time  (bam).  Thames  Ditton,  a  pair  feeding  young  in  May  (jet). 
Wimbledon  Common,  a  pair  with  a  juvenile  on  June  24th  near  Robin  Hood 
Gate  (rk).  Inner  London:  a  pair  bred  near  Vauxhall  station,  the  nest 
being  in  a  clump  of  ferns  growing  from  a  broken  rain-water  pipe  on  a 
railway  viaduct  (dc). 

382a  Yellow  Wagtail 

Records  of  breeding  or  of  birds  apparently  resident  in  the  breeding  season 
and  all  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E/H  Lea  Valley,  30  pairs  bred  (lvpg). 

H  Old  Parkbury,  a  pair  seen  carrying  food  in  June  (hnhs). 

M  Harefield  Moor,  birds  present  in  May,  June  and  July,  but  no  evidence  of 
breeding  (jrb).  Kempton  Park,  three  or  four  pairs  in  June  (hrg).  Perry 
Oaks  S.F.;  several  pairs  in  June  and  food  being  carried  in  July  and  Aug. 
(pn).  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  two  on  July  14th,  three  on 
Aug.  18th  (dab);  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Apr.  17th,  Aug.  22nd  and  Sept. 
3rd,  one  flying  S  and  two  flying  W  on  Sept.  26th  (jpw). 

K  Erith  Marsh,  four  from  April  to  Sept,  (pjs/i).  Plumstead  Marsh,  four  from 
April  to  Sept.  (pjs«).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  three  juveniles  on  June  15th  (jgh). 
Stone  Marsh,  one  pair  bred  (drg). 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  12  to  15  pairs  held  territory  in  May,  of  which 
at  least  nine  were  carrying  food  for  young  by  early  June,  and  juveniles  were 
present  from  the  9th  (rea,kac). 

383  Waxwing 

E  Waltham  Abbey,  up  to  seven  from  Nov.  25th  to  29th  (vg,efg,pjv). 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  five  on  Nov.  23rd  (rn). 

M  Mill  Hill,  one  on  Dec.  25th  (aw,rw).  Inner  London:  Park  Village,  NW1, 
one  on  Apr.  28th  and  29th  (kd). 

K  Orpington,  one  on  Nov.  9th  and  20th  (sgeb,rjc).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on 
Feb.  10th,  two  on  Feb.  16th  (jc,gcdh,jgh). 

384  Great  Grey  Shrike 

E  Epping  Forest,  one  on  Nov.  30th  (efg).  Fishers  Green,  one  on  Nov.  21st 
(lvpg).  Ongar,  one  on  Apr.  7th  (ebwps).  Sewardstone,  one  on  Nov.  11th 
(pjv).  Thorndon  Park,  one  on  Feb.  19th  and  Mar.  2nd  (ebwps). 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  one  from  Oct.  16th  to  the  end  of  the  year  (rn).  Maple 
Cross  S.F.,  Springwell  and  West  Hyde,  one  on  a  number  of  dates  from  Jan 
1st  to  Mar.  16th,  two  on  Jan.  2nd  and  19th  (mcrg,rnhs).  Frogmore,  one 
on  Jan.  2nd  (hnhs).  Croxleyhall  G.P.,  one  on  Dec.  28th  (jrb). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  2nd,  3rd  and  12th  (ahg,rwu).  Kempton  Park,  one 
on  Mar.  1st  (ghd,hrg).  Ponders  End  S.F.,  one  from  the  beginning  of  Jan. 
to  Apr.  5th  had  been  present  since  Nov.  17th,  1974;  one  on  Oct.  26th 
(jf,prh,kdm). 

K  Bexley,  singles  at  Joyden’s  Wood  on  Mar.  2nd,  Apr.  2nd  and  Dec.  30th, 
the  latter  trapped  and  ringed  (drg,kos,feww).  Farningham  Woods,  one  on 
Dec.  6th  (rh).  Farnborough,  one  on  Mar.  3 1st  (sgeb).  Orpington,  one  at 
Darrick  Wood  on  Feb.  22nd  (gg,rjc).  Otford,  one  on  Feb.  20th  (tc). 
Petts  Wood,  one  on  Apr.  12th  (efa).  Ruxley,  one  on  Jan.  1st  and  Mar.  19th 
(sjg,gfam).  Sundridge,  one  from  Jap.  1st  to  Mar.  26th  (fbsa).  Thames- 
mead,  one  on  Mar.  23rd  and  24th  (jfw). 
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S  Ashtead  Common,  one  on  Nov.  22nd  ^ed).  Epsom  Common,  singles  on 
Jan.  22nd  (mjm)  and  Oct.  19th  (im).  Headley  Heath,  one  on  Feb.  5th  and 
Mar.  9th  (gh,ch).  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  one  on  Oct.  25th  (jcvv).  Richmond 
Park,  one  present  from  mid-Nov.,  1974,  remained  until  Apr.  ^thCMJBP/1#/.). 

388  Red-backed  Shrike 

K  One  pair  bred  successfully  at  a  new  site  (khp).  Ruxley,  a  male  on  May  18th 
(sgeb). 

S  A  male  was  present  in  the  breeding  season  at  one  former  breeding  haunt, 
but  no  female  was  seen  (ajh). 

389  Starling 

The  largest  roost  reported  was  at  Banstead  Downs,  Surrey,  where  on  Feb. 
20th  rhbf  estimated  the  numbers  at  120.000.  Inner  London  passage  and 
breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred;  autumn  passage,  mainly  NW  from 
Oct.  9th  to  Nov.  24th  with  maxima  of  1750  NW  on  Oct.  9th  and  1800  N 
on  Oct.  19th  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  bred;  autumn  passage  from  Oct.  9th  to 
Oct.  30th  with  maxima  of  219  NW  in  45  minutes  on  Oct.  11th,  257  NW  in 
23  minutes  on  Oct.  12th  and  166  NW  in  22  minutes  on  Oct.  17th  (jpw). 
Kentish  Town,  bred  (arg). 

S  Kennington  Park,  adults  feeding  fledged  young  on  May  23rd  (pjs/z). 

391  Hawfinch 

Breeding  season  records  are  given. 

E  Hainault,  three  pairs  in  the  breeding  season;  a  family  party  on  June  7th 
(mkd).  Romford,  a  pair  in  April  (ebwps).  Thorndon  Park,  two  pairs 
(ebwps). 

H  Cassioburv  Park,  a  female  on  June  2nd  (ip). 

K  Bexley,  a  juvenile  ringed  at  Joyden’s  Wood  on  Aug.  3rd;  probably  bred  as 
in  previous  years  (drg).  Farningham  Woods,  one  on  June  13th  (rh). 
Wilmington,  one  on  June  1st  (jdh). 

S  Bookham,  one  at  Banks  Common  on  May  30th  (wri).  Burwood  Park, 
a  male  on  May  2nd  and  June  23rd  (rh).  Caterham,  two  pairs  on  June  1 8th 
(sja).  Epsom,  a  pair  and  a  juvenile  on  Aug.  15th  and  16th  (dmh).  Reigate, 
present  throughout  the  year  at  Brightlands  Road  and  juveniles  seen  in  July 
and  Aug.  (rhc).  Walton  on  Thames,  a  pair  on  Apr.  16th  (rh). 

392  Greenfinch 

Inner  London  breeding  and  a  ringing  recovery  are  given. 

M  Kempton  Park,  one  ringed  here  on  Mar.  29th,  1973,  was  found  sick  at 
Kessingland,  near  Lowestoft,  Suffolk,  on  Apr.  9th,  1975,  and  released  on 
Apr.  13th  (hrg).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred, 
20  territories  (dab,rfs);  Regent's  Park,  approximately  26  pairs  bred  (jpw). 
S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  at  least  one  pair  bred  (rea,kac). 

393  Goldfinch 

Fewer  large  flocks  reported  than  in  1974,  but  500+  at  Epsom,  Walton 
Downs,  Surrey,  on  Sept.  19th  was  the  largest  flock  seen  in  this  area  by 
ckd  and  pod.  Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 
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M  Regent’s  Park,  bred,  eight  pairs  (jpw).  Kentish  Town,  present  regularly 
and  a  pair  with  three  young  seen  (arg). 

S  Surrey  Docks,  present  throughout  the  breeding  season  and  juveniles  seen 
from  June  20th  (rea,kac). 

394  Siskin 

After  low  numbers  at  the  end  of  1974,  flocks  of  50  or  more  were  reported 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year  from  only  three  localities,  the  maximum  being 
60  at  Cassiobury  Park,  Herts.  The  last  reported  was  one  at  Queen  Mary 
Res.,  Middx.,  on  May  3rd.  The  first  arrivals  in  the  autumn  were  at  Hyde 
Park/Kensington  Gardens  on  Oct.  6th.  Commoner  at  the  end  of  the  year 
with  flocks  of  50  or  more  reported  from  eight  localities,  including  200  on 
Wimbledon  Common,  Surrey,  in  Nov.  and  Dec.  and  70  to  80  at  Hampstead 
Heath,  Middx.,  the  largest  numbers  recorded  at  that  locality.  Inner  London 
records  and  a  ringing  recovery  are  given  below. 

M  Kempton  Park,  a  male  ringed  here  on  Mar.  9th,  1975,  was  controlled  at 
Beauly,  Inverness,  on  Mar.  22nd  and  Apr.  4th,  1975  (hrg).  Inner  London: 
Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  one  to  five  on  nine  dates  from  Oct.  6th  to 
Nov.  21st  (dab);  Regent’s  Park,  two  flying  NNW  on  Oct.  21st  (jpw). 

395  Linnet 

Inner  London  records  are  summarized. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  one  or  two  on  five  dates  in  April  and  two 
on  May  3rd;  autumn  passage  on  ten  dates  in  Oct.  with  a  maximum  of  35 
mainly  SW  on  Oct.  6th  and  55  S  on  Oct.  22nd  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  five 
on  Apr.  10th  and  present  regularly  from  Apr.  18th  to  mid-May;  autumn 
passage  from  Oct.  2nd  to  24th  was  higher  than  usual  with  maxima  of  120  S 
in  16  minutes  on  Oct.  17th  and  30  S  in  one  flock  on  Oct.  20th  (jpw).  Prim¬ 
rose  Hill,  two  or  three  on  Apr.  16th  and  18th  (ch). 

S  Surrey  Docks,  very  scarce  until  mid-Jan.  but  a  noticeable  influx  produced 
a  flock  of  100  on  Jan.  27th;  numbers  rose  again  in  Feb.  to  200  on  the  17th, 
and  on  the  24th  a  mixed  flock  of  finches  totalling  500  consisted  largely  of 
Linnets;  flocks  of  100  to  150  in  March  and  early  April;  two  or  three  pairs 
present  in  May  and  June  but  no  evidence  of  breeding;  later  in  the  year 
numbers  did  not  exceed  60  (rea,kac). 

396  Twite 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  exceptional  numbers  in  the  early  months  of  the  year,  the 
monthly  maxima  being  100  on  Jan.  12th,  200  on  Feb.  27th,  40  on  Mar.  1st 
and  28th,  and  60  on  Apr.  11th;  at  the  end  of  the  year  17  on  Nov.  22nd  and 
Dec.  6th  (jmh).  Barking,  30  in  Dec.  (dm). 

397  Redpoll 

Reported  as  increasing  in  Essex  generally  and  at  Cassiobury  Park  in  Herts., 
and  Wrotham  Park  and  Potters  Bar  in.  Middx.  Inner  London  records  are 
given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  up  to  ten  on  seven  dates  from  Apr.  19th 
to  May  6th,  one  on  July  23rd,  and  regularly  in  October  and  November  with 
a  maximum  of  20  in  one  flock  feeding  in  birch  trees  on  Nov.  4th  (dab,rfs). 
Regent's  Park,  up  to  two  from  Apr.  24th  to  May  19th;  autumn  passage 
noted  in  October  with  a  maximum  on  the  23rd  when  there  were  seven  in 
the  park  and  another  20  flew  SE;  two  on  Nov.  10th  (jpw).  St.  James’s 
Park,  one  flying  over  on  Mar.  25th  (dab). 
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S  Surrey  Docks,  three  on  Apr.  21st,  one  on  Apr.  28th,  29th  and  30th;  two  on 
Oct.  30th  (rea,kac). 

401  Bullfinch 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  two  pairs  bred  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park, 
bred,  four  territories  (jpw). 

404  Crossbill 

E  Harlow  Woods,  two  on  Dec.  12th  and  16th  (tw). 

S .  Banstead,  at  Nork  Park,  five  on  Dec.  23rd,  eight  on  Dec.  27th  and  five  on 
Dec.  30th  (srb). 

407  Chaffinch 

Inner  London  breeding  and  passage  records,  and  ringing  recoveries  are 
given. 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  a  male  ringed  here  on  Jan  19th,  1974,  was  found  dead  at 
Vanderydsvattnet,  Alvsborg,  Sweden,  on  Apr.  26th,  1975  (hrg).  Inner 
London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  ten  territories  (the  lowest  number 
since  the  common  bird  census  began  in  1966);  no  young  seen  but  presumed 
to  have  bred  successfully;  spring  movement  noted  on  only  three  dates  in 
Mar. ;  autumn  passage  from  Oct.  6th  to  Nov.  25th,  max.  40  W  on  Nov.  21st 
(dab,rfs);  Regent’s  Park,  bred,  20  territories;  autumn  passage  from  Oct.  1st 
to  27th,  maxima  24  WSW  on  Oct.  10th  and  26  WSW  on  Oct.  17th  (jpw). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  a  male  ringed  here  on  Nov.  11th,  1973,  was  killed  by  a 
resident  male  when  trying  to  enter  its  territory  at  Adendorf,  Luneburg, 
West  Germany,  on  Apr.  13th,  1975.  The  BTO  has  no  previous  record  of  a 
fight  to  the  death  for  this  species. 

408  Brambling 

Much  less  common  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  than  in  1974,  the  largest 
flock  being  no  more  than  50  at  Beddington  S.F.,  Surrey,  on  Feb.  8th.  A 
very  late  bird  was  seen  with  Chaffinches  in  Epping  Forest,  Essex,  on  May 
26th.  In  the  autumn  a  considerable  passage  began  in  the  second  week'  of 
October,  and  continued  throughout  the  month.  All  the  largest  numbers 
reported  occurred  in  this  period,  including  100  flying  NW  at  Dollis  Hill, 
Middx.,  on  the  10th,  100  at  Thorndon  Park,  Essex,  on  the  19th,  300  at  New 
Addington,  Surrey,  on  the  24th  and  100  at  Petts  Wood,  Kent,  on  the  26th. 
Thereafter  the  maxima  were  50  at  a  roost  at  Joyden’s  Wood,  Bexley,  Kent, 
from  Nov.  9th  to  Dec.  28th  and  50  at  Esher,  Surrey,  on  Dec.  11th.  Inner 
London  records  are  given  below : 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  recorded  on  nine  dates  from  Oct.  19th  to 
Nov.  21st,  all  flying  over,  maximum  seven  on  Oct.  22nd  (dab).  Regent’s 
Park,  at  least  one  with  a  flock  of  Chaffinches  flying  SW  on  Oct.  8th,  and 
two  flying  N  on  Oct.  23rd  (jpw). 

S  Surrey  Docks,  one  with  Tree  and  House  Sparrows  on  Oct.  9th  (rea). 

409  Yellowhammer 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park,  singles  flying  W  on  Oct.  17th  and  Nov.  10th  (dab). 

S  Surrey  Docks:  singles  on  Mar.  26th,  Dec.  8th  and  Dec.  11th  (rea,kac). 
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410  Corn  Bunting 

Breeding  season  records  and  largest  numbers  (at  roosts)  are  given. 

E  Hainault/Havering,  ten  singing  males  (mkd).  Navestock,  two  pairs  (mkd). 

Roding  Valley,  six  singing  males  (mkd). 

H  Maple  Cross,  several  pairs  bred  in  the  surrounding  area  (dkc).  Shenlcy- 
bury,  at  least  three  pairs  (lkw). 

M  Osterley  Park,  three  pairs  bred  (dgh). 

K  Eynsford,  12  singing  males  located  (khp).  Orpington,  one  singing  at 
Darrick  Wood  on  Apr.  26th  (rjc).  Bexley,  one  at  Joyden’s  Wood  on  June 
28th  (sjg).  Wilmington,  bred  in  area  (rh).  Swanscombe  S.F.,  53  at  a 
roost  on  Nov.  23rd  (lfw). 

S  Hamm  Moor  S.P.,  50  at  roost  in  reed  bed  on  Dec.  14th  (jgt).  Wey  Manor 
Farm,  one  pair  Apr.  to  June  (mgg). 

421  Reed  Bunting 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Kensington  Gardens,  one  flying  W  on  Oct.  6th  and  one  SE  on  the  16th 
(dab).  Regent’s  Park,  one  singing  on  Apr.  23rd  (ch). 

S  Surrey  Docks,  up  to  13  in  January  (24th)  and  16  in  February  (12th);  one 
pair  bred  successfully  and  were  feeding  recently  fledged  young  on  June  14th; 
the  breeding  success  from  a  nest  with  five  eggs  found  on  Apr.  30th  is  not 
known;  the  male  of  another  pair  was  collecting  nest  material  on  May  23rd, 
and  another  male  sang  throughout  June  but  apparently  failed  to  attract  a 
mate;  up  to  12  in  October  (9th  and  18th),  up  to  eight  in  November  (24th) 
and  up  to  20  in  December  (8th)  (rea,kac). 

423  Snow  Bunting 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  8th  and  Dec.  7th  (pab,pjv).  King  George  V  Res., 
one  or  two  on  Nov.  8th  (jf).  Rainham,  one  on  Mar.  22nd  (jmh).  Wal¬ 
thamstow  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  2nd  (jf). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  from  Oct.  3rd  to  27th  (mo). 

424  House  Sparrow 

Some  Inner  London  counts  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  544  counted  on  Nov.  2nd  compared  with 
2,603  on  the  same  date  in  1925  (dab,emn,rfs).  St.  Bride’s  Churchyard, 
EC4,  842  counted  arriving  at  a  roost  on  Mar.  20th  (rea). 

S  Surrey  Docks,  a  flock  of  700  in  mid-October  (rea). 

425  Tree  Sparrow 

The  largest  flocks  reported  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  two  flying  SE  on  Sept. 
24th,  14  W  on  Oct.  7th  and  one  on  Nov.  21st  (dab);  Regent’s  Park,  two 
flying  NW  then  SSW  on  Oct.  6th  and  one  NW  on  Oct.  8th  (jpw). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  300  on  Mar.  8th  (mtnhs). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  300  on  Jan.  19th  (drg). 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  two  on  Apr.  24th  and  one  on  the  25th;  small 
parties  (10-20)  with  House  Sparrows  in  October  (rea,kac). 
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INTRODUCTION 

In  recent  years  there  has  been  a  considerable  amount  of  evidence  pointing  to  a 
decline  in  the  populations  of  the  Rook  Corvus  frugilegus  in  many  parts  of  Britain. 
Attention  has  been  drawn  to  this  situation  by  a  number  of  authors,  as  for  example 
Dobbs  (1964),  Henderson  (1968),  Lomas  (1968),  Parker  (1970),  Sage  (1972)  and 
Sage  and  Nau  (1963).  As  a  result  of  this  evidence  the  British  Trust  for  Ornithology 
decided  to  organize  a  national  survey  of  rookeries  in  the  British  Isles,  and  this  was 
held  in  1975.  The  present  paper  presents  the  results  of  that  survey  for  the  London 
Area.  The  analysis  is  based  on  the  county  boundaries  as  they  wrere  prior  to  the 
most  recent  changes  in  April  1974,  i.e.  post  1965.  A  rookery  was  defined  as  any 
group  of  nests  100  metres  or  more  from  the  next  nearest  group. 

THE  1975  RESULTS 

The  1975  survey  recorded  135  rookeries  in  the  London  Area  with  a  total  of  3,712 
nests,  and  the  distribution  of  these  by  county  is  shown  in  Table  1. 


Table  1  Distribution  of  rookeries  by  counties  in  the  London  Area  in  1975 


Bucks 

Essex 

Herts 

Kent 

Middx 

Surrey 

Totals 

Rookeries 

1 

37 

47 

22 

4 

24 

135 

Nests 

49 

914 

1,812 

540  . 

8 

389 

3,712 

It  is  clear  from  the  data  in  Table  1  that  the  highest  density  of  rookeries  and  nests 
is  in  the  Essex  and  Hertfordshire  sections  of  the  area,  and  the  lowest  in  Bucking¬ 
hamshire  (of  which  only  a  small  part  lies  in  the  London  Area)  and  in  the  densely 
built-up  county  of  Middlesex.  A  complete  list  of  the  rookeries  recorded  is  given 
in  the  Appendix. 

The  widespread  decrease  of  rookeries  in  many  parts  of  Britain  has  been  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  fragmentation  of  large  rookeries  into  smaller  units.  This  has,  for 
instance,  been  a  consistent  trend  in  Hertfordshire  since  1961  (Sage,  op.  cit.).  The 
sizes  of  rookeries  recorded  in  the  London  Area  in  1975  are  shown  in  Table  2 
grouped  in  five  categories. 

Table  2  Size  of  rookeries  in  the  London  Area  in  1975 

Number  of  nests  in  rookery 

1-25  26-50  51-100  101-200  201-300  Total 

Rookeries  88  31  9  6  1  135 

Percentage  65.19  22.96  6.67  4.44  0.74  100 

Clearly  nearly  90%  of  rookeries  fall  into  the  two  smallest  categories,  possibly 
confirming  the  trend  towards  smaller  rookeries  in  recent  years. 


COMPARISONS  WITH  PREVIOUS  CENSUSES 

The  last  complete  census  of  rookeries  in  the  London  Area  was  that  carried  out  in 
1945  and  1946,  details  of  which  are  given  in  the  London  Bird  Report  for  1946.  The 
results  of  the  1945-46  and  1975  censuses  are  presented  in  Table  3. 


Table  3. 

1945-46 

1975 


The  Rook  populations 

Rookeries  Change 
355 
135 


of  the  London  Area  in  1945-46  and  1975 

Percentage  Nests  Change  Percentage 
9,971 
3,712 


-220 


-61.97% 


-  6,259 


-62.77% 
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As  can  be  seen,  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  rookeries  and  the  total  number  of 
nests  in  the  London  Area  over  a  period  of  30  years  is  over  60%  in  both  cases. 
However,  this  comparison  shows  only  the  long-term  trend,  and  conceals  the  fact 
that  from  about  1930  to  the  early  1960s  the  Rook  population  over  much  of  Britain 
increased  (Parslow  1967).  The  decline  in  most  cases  seems  to  have  commenced 
after  the  late  1950s  and  early  1960s,  as  for  example  in  Hertfordshire  (Sage  1972). 

It  is  of  interest  to  examine  briefly  the  changes  that  have  occurred  in  the  popula¬ 
tions  of  this  species  in  the  counties  adjacent  to  the  London  Area.  In  the  following 
tables  figures  representing  decreases  are  in  italics. 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

Part  of  the  county  was  surveyed  from  1957  to  1960  inclusive  (Keen  1961).  In  1957 
there  were  1,249  nests  in  the  sample  area,  and  by  1960  the  total  was  down  to  1,015, 
a  decrease  of  234  or  18.73  %  in  the  four-year  period.  At  the  time  of  writing  it  has 
not  been  possible  to  compare  the  earlier  census  data  with  that  for  1975. 

ESSEX 

Previous  surveys  of  Essex  rookeries  were  carried  out  in  1956-57  (Darlington  1957) 
and  1966  (Parker  1968).  The  results  of  these  and  the  1975  census  are  summarized 
in  Table  4. 


Table  4.  Results  of  surveys  of  Essex  rookeries 


Rookeries 

Change 

Percentage 

Nests 

Change 

Percentage 

1956-57 

822 

— 

— 

18,252 

— 

— 

1966 

385 

-437 

-53-16% 

6,376 

- 11,876 

-65-07%o 

1975 

482 

+97 

+25-19% 

9,738 

+  3,362 

52-73 

1956/57-1975 

— 

-340 

-41-36% 

— 

-8,514 

- 46-65 % 

The  county  was  also  included  in  the  1945-46  national  survey,  but  since  coverage 
was  incomplete,  the  data  have  not  been  used  here.  In  the  1975  census  the  small 
part  of  TL  93  that  lies  in  Essex  was  not  covered.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  situation 
in  Essex  has  fluctuated  during  the  period  of  20  years  covered  by  the  data,  decreasing 
from  1956-57  to  1966,  and  then  increasing  from  1966  to  1975,  but  not  reaching  the 
level  of  1956-57.  The  overall  trend  for  the  period  1956/57-1975  has  been  a  decrease 
of  over  40%  in  both  the  number  of  rookeries  and  the  total  number  of  nests. 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

The  situation  in  this  county  has  been  well  documented  (Sage  &  Nau  1963, 
Sage  1972  and  1976),  and  the  data  are  given  in  Table  5. 

Table  5.  Results  of  surveys  of  Hertfordshire  rookeries* 


Rookeries 

Change 

Percentage 

Nests 

Change 

Percentage 

1945 

216 

— 

— 

8,519 

— 

— 

1960-61 

521 

+  305 

+  141-20%  * 

15,739 

+7,220 

+84-75% 

1971 

402 

-119 

-22-84% 

10,708 

-5,031 

-31-97% 

1975 

375 

-27 

-6 '72% 

8,685 

-2,023 

-18-89% 

1960/61-1975 

— 

-146 

-  28-02  %0 

— 

-  7,054 

-44 ‘82% 

*excluding  single-nest  ‘rookeries’. 


The  figures  show  very  clearly  how  the  population  increased  markedly  from 
1945-46  to  1960-61,  but  has  decreased  steadily  since  then. 
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KENT 

A  census  of  the  rookeries  of  this  county  was  carried  out  in  1949  and  the  results  are 
given  by  Harrison  (1953).  The  total  number  of  rookeries  was  about  509  with  an 
estimated  45,232  nests.  The  1975  survey  of  the  county  produced  537  rookeries 
containing  12,831  nests.  The  situation  here  is  that  in  the  26  years  from  1949  to  1975 
the  number  of  rookeries  increased  by  28  or  5  •  50  %,  whilst  the  total  of  nests  decreased 
by  32,401  or  71*63%.  Another  census  covering  a  large  part  of  Kent  was  held  in 
1972  but  no  details  are  available  at  the  time  of  writing. 

MIDDLESEX. 

The  urban  nature  of  the  former  county  of  Middlesex  is  not  favourable  to  this 
species,  which  at  one  stage  became  extinct  as  a  breeding  bird.  The  history  of  the 
Rook  in  part  of  Middlesex  (mainly  the  Ruislip  area)  has  been  documented  by 
Pickess  (1961  and  1967)  and  Moxey  (1970).  In  1945  there  were  six  rookeries  with 
190  nests,  and  by  1955  there  were  still  six  rookeries  but  the  number  of  nests  had 
risen  to  c.  242,  an  increase  of  52  or  27-37%.  By  1964  there  were  only  three 
rookeries  with  71  nests,  and  by  1966  all  these  were  extinct.  In  1969  a  rookery  with 
seven  nests  was  located  at  Bayhurst  Wood,  but  this  had  gone  by  1975.  It  is  not 
known  when  the  rookeries  recorded  in  the  1975  census  (see  Appendix)  were  first 
established. 

The  rookeries  at  Wrotham  Park  in  TQ  29  are  in  an  area  which  was  formerly 
Middlesex,  but  was  transferred  to  Hertfordshire  in  the  local  government  boundary 
changes  of  April  1965.  These  rookeries  have  been  in  existence  since  at  least  1967. 

SURREY 

It  has  been  suggested  by  Parr  (1972)  that  the  general  increase  of  this  species  in 
England  from  1930  to  1960  as  recorded  by  Parslow  (1967),  was  not  reflected  in 
Surrey.  A  census  in  the  Addlestone  area  in  1931  gave  nine  rookeries  with  421 
nests,  but  in  1970  only  two  rookeries  with  40-50  nests  were  known.  Rookeries 
that  formerly  existed  in  TQ  16  and  TQ  26  had  ceased  to  exist  by  1975.  In  TQ  25 
there  were  eight  rookeries  with  155  nests  in  1970,  but  by  1972  there  were  only  85 
nests.  In  the  1975  census  this  square  had  four  rookeries  with  76  nests.  Whatever 
the  situation  may  have  been  between  1930  and  1960,  the  evidence  now  suggests  that 
the  species  is  decreasing. 

SUMMARY 

A  complete  census  of  rookeries  in  the  London  Area  was  carried  out  in  1975  as  part 
of  a  national  survey.  A  total  of  135  rookeries  containing  3,712  nests  were  located, 
with  nearly  90%  of  the  rookeries  falling  within  the  size  categories  of  1-25  and 
26-50  nests.  Both  the  number  of  rookeries  and  the  total  of  nests  have  decreased 
by  more  than  60%  since  the  1945-46  survey.  Population  trends  in  the  counties 
adjacent  to  London  are  discussed. 
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APPENDIX:  Rookeries  recorded  in  the  London  Natural  History  Society  Area  1975 


Date 

Occupied 

O.S.  Ref. 

Location 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

Surveyed 

Nests 

TQ  08 

039877 

Denham,  by  A. 412 

ESSEX 

19.4.75 

49 

TL  40 

416063 

Nazeing  Park 

16.4.75 

32 

467098 

Harlow,  Letton  Farm 

6.4.75 

2 

472048 

Thornwood  Common 

30.3.75 

19 

473042 

Woodside 

30.3.75 

7 

474043 

Woodside,  Wintry  Wood 

26.4.75 

33 

481037 

Wintry  Wood,  Rood  Street  A.  122 

26.4.75 

132 

486002 

Theydon  Garnon 

30.3.75 

53 

492079 

Hastingwood,  Wynter’*  Grange 

19.4.75 

155 

495011 

Beachet  Wood 

30.3.75 

6 

495052 

North  Weald  Church 

16.4.75 

33 

499010 

Woodhatch 

30.3.75 

10 

TL  50 

533010 

Stainford  Rivers 

30.3.75 

11 

538000 

Hare  Street 

30.3.75 

11 

539000 

Hare  Street 

30.3.75 

16 

544008  ‘ 

Between  Aspen  Wood  &  River  Roding 

4.5.75 

27 

552022 

Ongar,  Manden  Ash 

5.4.75 

27 

558054 

Folyats  Fyfold 

29.3.75 

30 

TQ  49 

455925 

Hainault,  south  side  of  B.  173 

22.3.75 

4 

469935 

Chigwell  Row 

27.4.75 

12 

487987 

Theydon  Mount 

6.4.75 

60 

TQ  59 

\ 

501991 

Stapleford  Towney 

30.3.75 

7~ 

503991 

Stapleford  Towney  church 

5.4.75 

23 

504996 

Stapleford  Towney 

30.3.75 

4 

507948 

Bournebridge,  by  B.175 

22.3.75 

4 

508977 

Passingford  Bridge,  Sutton’s 

8.4.75 

'26 

511979 

London  Road,  Sutton’s 

5.4.75 

11 

530994 

Between  River  Roding  &  A.l  13 

4.5.75 

19 

532996 

Between  River  Roding  &  A.l  13 

4.5.75 

25 

538982 

Near  Navestock  Church 

4.5.75 

3 

541984 

Navestock  Hall  Farm 

30.3.75 

2 

541995 

Navestock,  Aspen  Wood 

4.5.75 

6 

563959 

Coxtie  Green,  Oakhurst 

14.5.75 

32 

567978 

Kelvedon  Hatch,  Dudbrook  Road 

8.4.75 

23 

573983 

Kelvedon  Hatch,  Brizes  Corner 

7.4.75 

13 

TQ  68 

611856 

Bulphan,  near  Corner  Farm 

16.3.75 

5 

613856 

Bulphan,  near  Corner  Farm 

16.3.75 

4 

626852 

Bulphan,  Stone  Hall 

16.3.75 

27 

Nil  returns  were  received  for  TQ  48  and  TQ  58 
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Date 

Occupied 

O.S.  Ref. 

Location 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

Surveyed 

Nests 

TL  10 

117058 

Appspond,  Madams  Wood 

21.4.75 

57 

123056 

Windbridge  Farm,  by  M.10 

2.4.75 

3 

135067 

St.  Albans,  Verulamium 

28.4.75 

35 

137066 

St.  Albans,  Verulamium 

3.5.75 

40 

140073 

St.  Albans,  Fishpool  Street 

3.5.75 

4 

149098 

St.  Albans,  by  A.6  to  north  of 

23.4.75 

2 

176079 

Colney  Heath,  Oaklands 

23.4.75 

24 

192097 

Cooper’s  Green,  Sleeve  Hall  Wood 

28.4.75 

191 

193096 

Cooper’s  Green,  Sleeve  Hall  Wood 

28.4.75 

76 

TL  20 

202003 

Ridge,  Bigursley  Wood 

4.11.75 

18 

216055 

Tollgate  Wood,  west  of  A.l 

6.4.75 

23 

218005 

Ridge,  Clare  Hall 

5.4.75 

36 

221045 

North  Mymms  Church 

6.4.75 

104 

25901 1 

Potters  Bar,  Oakmere  Park 

5.3.75 

3 

263059 

Woodhill 

6.4.75 

46 

268075 

Camfield  Place,  Bath  Wood 

5.4.75 

84 

274077 

Essendon  Place  by  B.158 

5.4.75 

47 

285075 

Little  Berkhamsted,  plantation 

6.4.75 

70 

TL  21 

266105 

Welwyn  Garden  City,  wood  north  of  A.414 

17.4.75 

4 

289101 

Woolmers  Park,  Spring  Wood 

15.4.75 

40 

TL  30 

312014 

Cuffley,  Nursery  Plantation 

19.4.75 

19 

313018 

Cuffley,  wood  to  S.E.  of 

19.4.75 

30 

319078 

Bayford,  near  Brickendon  Grange 

12.4.75 

8 

319084 

Bayford,  grounds  of  Fanshaws 

12.4.75 

28 

320016 

Cuffley,  Burnt  Farm 

19.4.75 

26 

320083 

Bayford,  Fanshaws 

12.4.75 

6 

322084 

Bayford,  in  front  of  Fanshaws 

12.4.75 

25 

327002 

Goff’s  Oak,  Silver  Street 

19.4.75 

59 

334019 

Cheshunt,  Halstead  Hill 

19.4.75 

1 

343048 

Cheshunt,  Paradise  Hill,  Cheshunt  Park 

5.4.75 

17 

346059 

Wormleybury 

5.4.75 

12 

372091 

Hoddesdon,  St.  Pauls  Church 

3.4.75 

4 

386098 

Hoddesdon,  Rye  House 

12.4.75 

1 

TL  31 

306101 

Bayford,  by  B.158 

17.4.75 

242 

309122 

Hertingfordbury,  The  Rectory 

17.4.75 

4 

335124 

Hertford,  Balls  Park 

17.4.75 

11 

379117 

St.  Margarets 

17.4.75 

16 

389109 

TL  41 

Hoddesdon,  Rye  House 

28.3.75 

1 

401113 

Stanstead  Abbots,  The  Grove 

13.4.75 

49 

TQ  09 

035930 

Maple  Cross 

26.4.75 

4 

052979 

Sarratt,  Willow  Wood 

20.4.75 

155 

057997 

Bucks  Hill,  S.W.  of 

19.4.75 

19 

058974 

Sarratt,  Micklefield  Hall,  Home  Wood 

25.4.75 

82 

059999 

Bucks  Hill,  S.W.  of 

5.4.75 

41 

065990 

Chandler’s  Cross,  Templepan  Wood 

15.3.75 

23 
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Date 

Occupied 

O.S.  Ref. 

Location 

Surveyed 

Nests 

TQ  29 

240994 

Barnet,  N.W.  corner  of  Wrotham  Park 

12.4.75 

9 

250988 

Barnet,  S.E.  corner  of  Wrotham  Park 

KENT 

12.4.75 

13 

TQ  36 

398644 

West  Wickham,  Well  Wood 

29.4.75 

5 

TQ  45 

425575 

Tatsfield 

21.4.75 

36 

441502 

Crockham  Hill 

7.5.75 

2 

441503 

Crockham  Hill 

7.5.75 

6 

442503 

Crockham  Hill 

7.5.75 

11 

442536 

Squerryes  Court 

26.4.75 

11 

481548 

Brasted 

April  75 

7 

TQ  46 

412644 

Keston 

27.4.75 

4 

429626 

Downe 

12.4.75 

15 

466636 

TQ  55 

Chelsfield 

27.4.75 

42 

527573 

Sevenoaks,  Otford  Road 

April  75 

25 

TQ  56 

505643 

Lullingstone  Park 

16.4.75 

7 

519641 

Lullingstone,  Lower  Beechen  Wood 

13.4.75 

165 

543670 

Farningham 

27.4.75 

9 

545671 

Farningham 

27.4.75 

10 

562683 

Horton  Kirby 

27.4.75 

48 

563684 

Horton  Kirby 

27.4.75 

6 

564696 

South  Darenth 

27.4.75 

4 

564698 

South  Darenth 

27.4.75 

27 

583648 

Brands  Hatch 

5.4.75 

34 

594676 

Fawkham  Rectory 

26.4.75 

60 

599605 

Wrotham  Hill 

26.4.75 

6 

Nil  returns 

were  received  for  TQ  37,  47  and  57 

MIDDLESEX 

TQ  18 

130809 

Southall,  Carlyle  Avenue 

27.3.75 

1 

138822 

Greenford,  Mornington  Road 

19.3.75 

1 

139826 

Greenford,  Ravenor  Park 

10.3.75 

2 

TQ  29 

r 

* 

257975 

Monken  Hadley,  Camlet  Way 

30.4.75 

4 

A  nil  return  was  received  for  TQ  17 

SURREY 

TQ  15 

118522 

Effingham,  Beech  Avenue 

12.3.75 

41 

Rookeries  Recorded  In  The  London  Natural  History  Society  Area  1975 


O.S.  Ref 

Location 

Date 

Surveyed 

Occupied 

Nests 

TQ  25 

214565 

Walton  Downs 

April  75 

27 

223556 

Walton-on-Hill 

April  75 

5 

230561 

Tadworth 

April  75 

5 

252533 

Kingswood 

April  75 

39 

TQ  35 

313506 

South  Nutfield 

19.4.75 

2 

336554 

Caterham,  Church  Hill 

23.3.75 

20 

346576 

Warlingham,  Hillside  Road 

6.4.75 

6 

359549 

Woldingham,  Marden  Park 

6.4.75 

6 

360524 

Godstone,  Flowerlane 

31.3.75 

21 

372505 

Tandridge  vicarage 

23.4.75 

19 

372521 

Tandridge,  footpath  N.  of  A. 25 

17.4.75 

5 

374508 

Tandridge  village  east 

17.4.75 

11 

374511 

By  Tandridge  Court  Lodge 

17.4.75 

20 

374519 

Tandridge,  Barrow  Green  Road 

6.4.75 

20 

375504 

Tandridge  Hall 

May  75 

6 

375519 

Godstone,  Flowerlane  N.  of  A. 25  crossroads 

17.4.75 

35 

382501 

Tandridge  Park,  Rose  Farm  Wood 

21.4.75 

10 

382504 

Tandridge  Park,  Reddings  Wood 

21.4.75 

20 

TQ  36 

341615 

Sanderstead 

5.4.75 

3 

367635 

Addington  Park 

5.4.75 

38 

TQ  45 

406548 

Titsey 

29.3.75 

8 

414570 

Tatsfield,  Old  Ship  Lane 

13.4.75 

20 

418579 

Tatsfield,  Paynesfield  Road 

13.4.75 

2 

Nil  returns  received  for  TQ  16  and  26 


TOTALS 


Rookeries 

Nests 


135 

3712 
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Great  Crested  Grebe  Census,  1975 

P.  J.  Oliver 

Great  Crested  Grebes  Podiceps  cristatus  were  counted  in  the  London  Area  on 
May  31  st/June  1st,  1975,  as  part  of  the  national  census  conducted  by  the  British 
Trust  for  Ornithology.  The  primary  object  was  to  count  as  accurately  as  possible 
all  adult  birds  present  on  either  date.  Other  information,  including  details  of 
breeding  pairs,  number  of  young  (on  census  dates,  and  raised  in  the  season)  and  the 
type  of  habitat,  was  sought,  but  the  extent  of  such  information  varied  widely  and 
no  complete  picture  emerged  of  the  breeding  population  or  the  number  of  young 
raised.  Previous  surveys  have  been  conducted  in  the  London  Area  as  part  of 
national  censuses  in  1931  and  1935  (Homes  et  al.  1957),  from  1946  to  1955  inclusive 
(Melluish  1957)  and  in  1965.  No  separate  analysis  of  the  1965  count  was  prepared 
for  the  London  Area  and,  for  the  purposes  of  comparison,  data  have  been  extracted 
from  Prestt  and  Mills  (1966). 

Table  1  shows  the  number  of  Great  Crested  Grebes  counted  and  estimated  in 
1975  in  each  main  sector,  analysed  by  type  of  habitat.  Table  2  shows  the  totals 
derived  from  each  of  the  previous  censuses.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  1975  total  of 
816  adults  exceeds  by  well  over  one  quarter  the  previous  highest  count  in  1953  and 
is  considerably  more  than  double  that  of  the  last  count  in  1965.  Where  observers 
had  reason  to  suspect  that  more  birds  were  present  than  were  actually  counted 
they  were  asked  to  estimate  the  number  of  additional  birds,  but  in  1975  these 
amounted  to  only  23  out  of  the  total  of  816. 

Table  1.  Numbers  of  Great  Crested  Grebes  counted  (  =  c)  and  estimated  (=e)  in 
the  London  Area,  May  31st/June  1st,  1975,  and  the  number  of  occupied 
sites  from  which  counts  were  received 


Middx I 

Essex  Herts  Bucks  Kent  Surrey  Total 


c 

e 

c 

e 

c 

e 

c 

e 

c 

e 

Natural  lake 

3 

\  1 

4 

Gravel  pit 

22 

4 

96 

4 

174 

4 

49 

5 

33 

1 

392 

Park  lake 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

— 

6 

2 

17 

— 

45 

Mill  pond 

5 

— 

5 

River 

2 

2 

Reservoir 

95 

— 

— 

— 

213 

— 

— 

— 

46 

— 

354 

Other 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

14 

120 

5 

104 

4 

407 

4 

55 

7 

107 

3 

Total 

125 

108 

411 

62 

110 

816 

Sites 

8 

10 

35 

12 

22 

87 

Comparison  of  counts  between  different  years  is  of  course  subject  to  error 
according  to  the  extent  of  the  coverage  achieved,  but  it  is  inappropriate  to  attempt 
to  allow  for  waters  omitted,  for  new  waters  come  into  use  or  others  become 
unsuitable  for  the  species — as  happens  when  gravel  pits  get  too  overgrown  with 
vegetation  (Melluish  1957)  or  are  filled  in.  The  total  numbers  counted  must 
therefore  be  considered  as  they  stand,  always  remembering  of  course  that  they 
represent  an  unknown  percentage  of  the  total  population  in  the  area,  since  inevitably 
even  the  best-organized  census  will  miss  some  birds.  Some  guide  may  perhaps  be 
gained,  however,  from  the  fact  that  87  occupied  waters  were  found  in  1975  (see 
Appendix),  compared  with  a  range  of  69  to  95  in  the  years  1946-55  (Melluish  1957). 
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The  precise  number  of  waters  counted  in  1965  cannot  be  determined  from  Prest 
and  Mills  (1966),  but  it  was  probably  about  60.  Notwithstanding  the  foregoing 
limitations,  there  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt  that  a  huge  increase  in  the  numbers  of 
Great  Crested  Grebes  in  the  Area  has  occurred  since  1965  and  that  numbers  are 
almost  certainly  higher  than  ever  before. 


Table  2. 

Numbers  of  Great  Crested  Grebes 
seasons  in  the  London  Area,  1931-75 

counted  and  estimated 

in  breeding 

Year 

Total 

Year 

Total 

1931 

225 

1951 

542 

1935 

202 

1952 

482 

1946 

355 

1953 

635 

1947 

292 

1954 

590 

1948 

394 

1955 

445 

1949 

420 

1965* 

349 

1950 

557 

1975 

816 

♦data  extracted  from  national  census  (Prestt  and  Mills  1966) 


From  the  data  supplied,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  make  an  accurate  assessment 
of  the  breeding  population  within  the  total  count,  but,  as  in  previous  years,  flocks 
of  significant  size  were  recorded  on  certain  reservoirs  and  these  were  evidently 
non-breeders.  In  1975  they  totalled  at  least  294  birds  and  they  were  mainly  on  the 
Lea  Valley  reservoirs  (67,  excluding  obvious  pairs)  and  the  reservoirs  to  the  west 
of  London,  principally  Wraysbury  (81),  Staines  and  King  George  VI  (74)  and 
Queen  Mary  (28,  excluding  obvious  pairs). 

In  previous  censuses  generally  between  a  half  and  two-thirds  of  the  occupied 
waters  have  been  gravel  pits  (see  for  example  Melluish  1957),  and  the  position  was 
similar  in  1975  when  46  of  the  occupied  waters  were  in  this  category.  As  in  recent 
years,  breeding  took  place  in  Inner  London,  where  there  were  two  pairs  each  in 
Regent’s  and  Hyde  Parks. 

The  census  was  not  designed  to  identify  the  reasons  for  any  population  fluctua¬ 
tions,  and  one  may  merely  speculate  that  the  lack  of  hard  winters  in  recent  years  has 
perhaps  enabled  the  species  to  exploit  more  fully  the  available  habitats  whether  for 
breeding  or  merely  for  feeding.  Certainly  there  appears  to  be  no  immediate  cause 
for  concern  about  the  future  of  this  species  in  the  London  Area. 
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APPENDIX 

Waters  in  the  London  Area  on  which  Great  Crested  Grebes  were  counted  (=c) 
and  estimated  ( =e )  on  May  31st/June  1st,  1975: 


ESSEX 


c 

e 

c 

e 

Boyers  Pit,  Dagenham 

1 

1 

King  George  V  Res. 

35 

The  Chase,  Dagenham 

2 

Parsloes  Lake,  Beacontree 

1 

1 

Fishers  Green  G.P. 

19 

3 

Walthamstow  Res. 

52 

Hainault  Lake 

2 

William  Girling  Res. 

8 

120 

5 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

c 

e 

c 

e 

Broxbourne  G.P. 

12 

Stanstead  Abbots  G.P. 

7 

Pynesfield  G.P. 

6 

Stocker’s  Lake 

11 

1 

Royal  Oak  G.P. 

2 

Troy  Mill 

6 

Rye  Meads 

8 

Turnford  Marsh  G.P. 

15 

3 

Springwell  G.P. 

10 

West  Hyde  G.P. 

27 

104 

4 

MIDDLESEX  AND  BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

c  e 

c 

e 

Bed  font  G.P. 

10 

Moorhall  G.P. 

4 

Brent  Res. 

1 

Old  Slade  G.P. 

18 

Farlows  Lake 

8 

Osterley  Park 

4 

Feltham  G.P. 

4 

Queen  Mary  Res. 

40 

Grovelands  Park 

2 

Savehay  G.P. 

7 

Hampton  Res. 

2 

Shepperton  G.P. 

22 

4 

Harefield  Moor  G.P. 

18 

Stain  Hill  Res. 

2 

Harefield  Moor  Wharf  G.P. 

1 

Staines  Res. 

49 

Harefield  Place  G.P. 

3 

Stoke  Newington  Res. 

5 

Highgate  Ponds  (3  sites) 

6 

Thorney  Weir 

10 

Horton  G.P. 

8 

Wood  Green  Res. 

2 

Kempton  Res.  (2  sites) 

6 

Woodlands  G.P. 

4 

King  George  VI  Res.  ' 

25 

Wraysbury  G.P. 

46 

Little  Britain  Lake 

2 

Wraysbury  Res. 

81 

Longford  G.P. 

9 

399 

4 

INNER  LONDON 

Long  Water,  Kensington  Gdns. 
Regent’s  Park  Lake 

c 

2 

4 

e 

Serpentine,  Hyde  Park 

c 

2 

e 

8 


KENT 

c 

e 

c 

e 

Darenth  G.P.  (2  sites) 

8 

2 

Ruxley  G.P. 

11 

1 

Ellingham  Rd.,  Dartford 

1 

Sevenoaks  G.P. 

16 

Horton  Kirby 

5 

South  Darenth 

3 

1 

Littlebrook 

2 

Sundridge  Lake 

3 

1 

Lullingstone 

3 

1 

Sutton-at-Hone  (2  sites) 

3 

1 

55 


7 
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Barn  Elms  Res. 
Cox’s  Lock  Mill 
Fetcham  Mill  Pond 
Gatton  Park  Lake 
Godstone  Reserve 
Hersham  G.P. 
Holmethorpe  S.P. 
Island  Barn  Res. 
Lonsdale  Road  Res. 
New  Lines  Pond 
Nutfield  Reserve 


e 

Oxshott  Brickworks 
Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res. 
Richmond  Pen  Ponds 
River  Thames 
Silver  Mere 

1  South  Norwood  Lake 

Thorpe  G.P.  (3  sites) 
Thorpe  Water  Park 
Walton  G.P. 

Walton  Res. 

Wimbledon  Park  Lake 


c 

13 

1 

2 

6 

2 

5 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 
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A  Census  of  Breeding  House  Martins 
in  the  London  Area,  1974 

P.  J.  Strangeman 


INTRODUCTION 

In  1949  a  breeding  survey  of  House  Martins  in  the  London  Area  was  made  in  four 
selected  areas  defined  by  Ordnance  Survey  national  grid  1-km.  lines  (Cramp  1950), 
as  shown  in  fig.  1.  During  a  survey  of  House  Martins  in  the  inner  districts  of 
London  in  1965  and  1966,  Cramp  and  Gooders  (1967)  found  that  an  increase  had 
taken  place  since  1949  which  was  related  to  a  decrease  in  smoke  concentration  and, 
consequently,  to  possibly  an  increase  in  flying  insects  on  which  House  Martins  fed. 
In  order  to  discover  if  a  similar  increase  has  taken  place  in  the  outer  districts  of 
London  and  to  ascertain  the  current  status  in  the  four  areas  defined  by  Cramp  a 
survey  was  made  by  members  of  the  London  Natural  History  Society  in  1974. 

All  nests  referred  to  in  this  paper  were  occupied  in  1974,  a  full  list  of  which  has 
been  deposited  in  the  Society’s  library  together  with  details  of  unoccupied  and 
uncompleted  nests,  positions  and  types  of  dwellings  used  and  directions  in  which 
nests  faced. 


Figure  1.  Four  House  Martin  study  areas  in  1949  and  1974— Inner  Zone  (IZ), 
Inner  Suburbs  (IS),  Outer  Suburbs  (OS)  and  Outskirts  (O) — are  shown  in  relation 
to  a  segment  of  the  London  Area  (shaded),  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral  (+)  and  Inner  London 
(broken  rectangle).  The  solid  lines  indicate  the  national  grid  10  km.  co-ordinates. 

RESULTS 

Inner  Zone 

This  area  of  21  sq.  km.  is  largely  built-up  with  the  main  exceptions  of  the  extensive 
open  spaces  of  Holland  Park,  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  Green  and 
St.  James’s  Parks  and  a  stretch  of  the  R.  Thames  in  the  east. 

No  nests  were  found  in  1949,  and  none  was  located  in  1974  in  the  4  sq.  km. 
(TQ  2981,  3079,  3080  and  3081)  in  and  around  Westminster  and  Waterloo. 
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Inner  Suburbs 

(Fig.  2).  The  R.  Thames,  flowing  from  Chiswick  to  Putney,  passes  the  large  open 
spaces  of  Duke’s  Meadows  on  the  north  bank,  and  Barn  Elms  Reservoirs  and 
Park  on  the  south  side,  the  latter  adjoining  Barnes  Common.  Changes  since  1949 
include  the  construction  of  the  M4  Motorway  at  Hammersmith  and  Chiswick  and 
the  closure  of  all  but  one  of  the  Lonsdale  Road  Reservoirs.  St.  Paul’s  School  and 
its  playing  fields  now  cover  the  former  reservoirs.  Many  wharves  between  Hammer¬ 
smith  Bridge  and  Fulham  Football  Ground  have  been  demolished  and  residential 
housing  now  occupies  some  of  the  sites. 

In  1949,  45  nests  were  found  and,  with  the  exception  of  four  scattered  in  Barnes 
(TQ  2277),  they  formed  three  main  groups:  30  in  Barnes  (TQ  2176  and  2276),  six 
in  Putney  (TQ  2375)  and  five  in  Hammersmith  (TQ  2278  and  2378). 

In  1974,  272  nests  were  located.  North  of  the  R.  Thames:  77  in  Hammersmith 
(TQ  2178,  2278  and  2378)  and  50  in  two  groups  in  Fulham  (TQ  2376  and  2377). 
South  of  the  R.  Thames:  32  in  Barnes  (TQ  2176,  2177,  2276  and  2277),  48  in  Mort- 
lake  and  East  Sheen  (TQ  2075  and  2175),  and  65  in  Roehampton  and  Putney 
(TQ  2275  and  2375). 

79 


78 


77 
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Figure  2.  Distribution  of  House  Martins’  nests  in  the  Inner  Suburbs  study  area  in 
1949  (left)  and  1974  (right).  The  figures  inside  the  maps  show  the  numbers  of  occupied 
nests  within  each  1-km.  square;  ‘p’  indicates  the  square  was  partially  covered  and 
‘nc’  shows  that  it  was  not  covered.  The  built-up  area  is  shaded  and  water  is  shown  in 
solid  black. 

Outer  Suburbs 

(Fig.  3).  The  open  spaces  of  parts  of  Osterley  Park  dominate  the  north  of  the 
area  and,  in  the  east,  lies  Syon  Park  and  a  short  stretch  of  the  R.  Thames.  Mogden 
Sewage  Works  is  situated  in  the  south.  No  major  environmental  changes  have 
taken  place  since  1949. 

In  1949,  five  nests  were  recorded:  three  in  St.  Margarets  (TQ  1674)  and  two  in 
Isleworth  (TQ  1676). 

In  1974,  71  nests  were  found,  the  majority  (51)  being  in  the  outskirts  of  Hounslow 
and  in  Osterley  and  Isleworth  (TQ  1476,  1477,  1576,  1577,  1676  and  1677).  The 
remainder  were  in  scattered  groups:  nine  in  Whitton  (TQ  1374,  1375,  1474  and 
1475),  six  in  Isleworth  (south  of  the  main  group,  in  TQ  1574,  1575  and  1675)  and 
five  in  St.  Margarets  (TQ  1674). 
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Figure  3.  Distribution  of  House  Martins’  nests  in  the  Outer  Suburbs  study  area  in 
1949  (left)  and  1974  (right).  See  caption  to  fig.  2  for  key. 


Outskirts 

(Fig.  4).  The  M4  Motorway,  which  has  been  b.uilt  since  1949,  separates  the  largely 
built-up  areas  in  the  north  from  the  semi-rural  areas  in  the  south,  where  recently 
a  number  of  houses  have  been  built  in  Longford,  Harmondsworth,  Sipson  and 
Harlington.  These  villages  are  surrounded  by  farmland.  Heathrow  Airport  lies 
out  of  this  area,  to  the  south.  The  River  Colne,  in  the  west  flows  close  to  some 
gravel  pits.  Other  gravel  pits  have  been  created  elsewhere. 

In  1949,  three  nests  were  found  in  West  Drayton  (TQ  0579  and  0679). 

In  1974,  75  nests  were  recorded,  the  majority  (70)  being  in  Harmondsworth, 
Sipson  and  Harlington  (TQ  0577,  0677,  0777  and  0778).  The  rest  were  in  West 
Drayton  (four  in  TQ  0678,  0679  and  0778)  and  Longford  (one  in  TQ  0576). 
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Figure  4.  Distribution  of  House  Martins’  nests  in  the  Outskirts  study  area  in  1949 
(left)  and  1974  (right).  See  caption  to  fig.  2  for  key. 
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DISCUSSION 

Although  it  is  not  known  to  what  extent  the  weather  has  influenced  the  breeding 
of  House  Martins  in  the  survey  years,  it  may  be  of  interest  to  record  that  the  summer 
of  1974  was  cooler,  wetter  and  duller  than  that  of  1949. 

In  reviewing  the  national  status  of  the  House  Martin,  Parslow  (1973)  concluded 
that  probably  a  slight  increase  had  occurred  since  1940,  but  marked  local  fluctua¬ 
tions  had  made  the  long-term  changes  difficult  to  interpret. 

Although  the  possibility  of  local  fluctuations  exists,  as  for  example  in  the  Out¬ 
skirts  study  area  where  there  were  15  nests  in  1948  but  only  three  in  1949,  it  seems 
fairly  certain  from  the  results  shown  in  figs.  2-4  that  the  House  Martin  has  in¬ 
creased  in  all  three  of  the  1974  survey  areas.  Compared  with  a  total  of  53  nests 
found  in  1949,  418  were  located  in  1974. 

As  only  three  of  the  four  sample  areas  were  fully  censused  in  1949  and  none 
was  completely  covered  in  1974,  it  is  probably  more  effective  to  compare  the 
numbers  of  pairs  found  in  the  identical  1-km.  squares  covered  in  both  years.  This 
comparison  is  shown  in  table  I,  and  it  can  be  seen  that  increases  of  604%  have 
occurred  in  the  Inner  Suburbs  squares  and  1,280%  in  the  Outer  Suburbs  squares, 
and  an  infinite  increase  has  taken  place  in  the  Outskirts  squares. 

Table  1.  Number  of  House  Martins’  nests  found  in  identical  1-km.  squares  in 
1949  and  1974 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Number  of 

1-km.  squares 

nests  in 

nests  in 

identically  censused  in 
1949  and  1974 

1949 

1974 

Inner  Zone 

4 

0 

0 

Inner  Suburbs 

8 

28 

197 

Outer  Suburbs 

12 

5 

69 

Outskirts 

8 

0 

71 

Total 

32 

33 

337 

It  is  unfortunate  that  only  a  small  part  of  the  Inner  Zone  was  surveyed  in  1974 
and  this  did  not  include  the  areas  around  the  parks  where  the  habitat  is  perhaps 
more  suitable  for  breeding.  From  1965  House  Martins  penetrated  into  the  edges 
of  Inner  London  at  St.  John’s  Wood,  Bethnal  Green,  Fulham  and  Islington 
(London  Natural  History  Society  1967-75)  and  it  seems  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  nesting  in  the  Inner  Zone,  which  lies  wholly  within  Inner  London,  would  have 
also  been  reported  had  it  occurred.  As  suitable  nesting  sites  and  materials  are 
available  in  the  Inner  Zone,  the  House  Martin’s  avoidance  of  this  area  may  be  due 
to  other  factors,  such  as  absence  of  aerial  food.  In  the  other  zones,  a  relation  will 
be  shown  to  exist  between  the  reduction  in  smoke  pollution  (see  later)  and  increase 
in  breeding  House  Martins.  Equally,  smoke  pollution,  and  its  effect  on  insect  life, 
may  be  the  reason  for  the  absence  of  the  House  Martin  in  the  Inner  Zone. 

The  House  Martin  favours  nesting  near  to  water  because  mud  for  nest  building 
and  insect  food  are  readily  available.  It  is  therefore  not  surprising  that  the  highest 
proportion  and  density  of  nests  were  found  in  the  Inner  Suburbs  study  area,  the 
zone  with  the  largest  area  of  water  in  both  1949  and  1974.  An  increase  in  the  inner 
districts  of  London  began  in  the  early  1950s,  with  a  notable  extension  eastwards 
from  Hammersmith  Bridge  around  1952  (Cramp  and  Gooders  1967).  In  1965 
and  1966  they  found  that  the  original  group  of  five  nests  by  Hammersmith  Bridge 
had  increased  to  21-36  and  that  there  were  24  in  the  Fulham  Palace  Road  area. 
The  1974  census  showed  that  numbers  have  been  maintained  by  the  bridge  and 
that  the  Fulham  Palace  Road  group  has  further  increased  by  1 8  nests  to  42.  Nesting 
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first  occurred  in  Harbord  Street,  Fulham,  in  1969,  when  there  were  two  pairs  and  it 
has  continued  annually  since,  with  a  small  increase  to  eight  by  1974  (Strangeman 
1975).  In  1971  Casselton  (1973)  found  that  householders  were  taking  steps  to 
prevent  House  Martins  nesting  in  the  triangular  gables  of  houses  in  Merton  Park. 
Likewise,  in  the  Fulham  Palace  Road/Rannoch  Road  area  the  practice  of  placing 
obstructions  in  the  gables  was  observed  on  34  properties  out  of  414  with  gables 
and  was  also  reported  in  East  Sheen  and  Isleworth  in  1974.  This  practice  was  not 
in  operation  in  Fulham  in  1965  and  1966,  and  it  is  possibly  a  further  indication  of 
the  species  abundance  in  the  district.  When  the  House  Martin  colony  in  Harbord 
Street  was  first  established,  the  adjacent  streets  were  separated  from  the  R.  Thames 
by  various  warehouses  and  depots  which  were  in  the  process  of  being  closed  down 
or  being  demolished.  That  nesting  should  have  commenced  at  this  time  may  have 
been,  coincidental,  but  equally  it  could  be  argued  that  the  previous  presence  of 
light  industry  could  have  polluted  the  air  and  prevented  the  presence  of  sufficient 
aerial  food,  the  availability  of  which  can  be  clearly  witnessed  today  by  the  sight  of 
House  Martins  regularly  hawking  insects  over  the  roof-tops  and  gardens. 

In  the  Chiswick  Mall  area,  west  of  Hammersmith  Bridge,  it  is  not  known  when 
the  colonies  were  established.  The  nests  in  East  Sheen,  Mortlake  and  Roehampton 
appear  to  be  extensions  of  the  Barnes  and  Putney  colonies  found  in  the  1949  survey. 
Although  the  main  group  of  nests  in  Barnes  totalled  about  30  in  1949,  1966  and 
1974,  it  is  evident  that  nesting  sites  have  shifted  within  Barnes  and  this  is  reflected 
in  fig.  2  where,  respectively,  TQ  2176  and  2277  contained  17  and  four  nests  in  1949 
and  one  and  17  in  1974. 

Curiously  the  increase  in  the  Outer  Suburbs  study  area  has  not  been  concentrated 
close  to  the  R.  Thames,  for  there  was  only  a  slight  increase  of  four  nests  in  1974  in 
the  three  1-km.  squares  near  the  river  (TQ  1674,  1675  and  1676).  The  main 
breeding  areas  were  in  the  Northumberland  Avenue  area  situated  between  the  open 
spaces  of  Osterley  Park  and  Syon  Park,  where  there  is  water  in  both  places.  It  is 
not  known  when  the  increase  began  in  the  Outer  Suburban  sample  squares,  as 
there  are  only  two  isolated  breeding  records  of  at  least  one  pair  in  Lampton  in  1966 
and  four  pairs  in  Isleworth  in  1968. 

Breeding  records^since  1949  are  also  scanty  in  the  Outskirts  study  area,  where 
the  only  reports  refer  to  a  few  pairs  in  Longford  in  1958  and  1963.  Although 
observers  were  not  asked  to  establish  the  age  of  houses  supporting  nests,  it  has 
been  possible  to  ascertain  from  large  scale  Ordnance  Survey  plans  that,  of  38  houses 
with  nests  in  1974,  22  existed  in  1949  and  16  were  built  since  that  date,  which 
indicates  that  the  increase  in  House  Martins  has  not  been  entirely  due  to  the 
increase  in  properties.  Some  gravel  pits  have  been  recently  created,  however,  and 
it  is  possible  that  the  water  in  them  has  attracted  more  House  Martins  with  the 
result  that  nests  have  increased  in  the  vicinity. 

The  1965  and  1966  survey,  ten  years  after  the  Clean  Air  Act  of  1956,  revealed  an 
increase  of  House  Martins  in  the  inner  districts  of  London  and  it  seems  logical  to 
propose  that  the  increase  in  the  1974  study  areas  may  have  been  a  result  of 
decreased  air  pollution. 

Reports  on  atmospheric  pollution  from  1949  to  1973  (Department  of  Scientific 
and  Industrial  Research  1957-60  and  undated,  Ministry  of  Technology  undated 
and  Department  of  Trade  and  Industry  undated)  have  been  examined  for  25  sites 
recording  smoke  emissions  both  in  and  within  one  km.  of  the  survey  areas :  Inner 
Suburbs  (1 1  sites),  Outer  Suburbs  (9)  and  Outskirts  (5).  Summer  emission  values 
(average  figures  for  April  to  September  expressed  as  microgrammes  per  cubic 
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metre)  were  not  available  for  the  years  between  1949  and  1953  and  in  1958,  and 
only  one  site  (Kew  1)  was  fully  operational  for  the  complete  period  of  19  years. 
The  other  24  sites  were  recording  irregularly,  between  one  and  15  years,  and 
therefore  the  number  of  sites  operational  in  any  year  was  variable.  Despite  this, 
an  attempt  has  been  made  to  summarize  the  figures  and  to  plot  in  fig.  5  the  decrease 
in  smoke  emissions  during  the  period  between  the  two  surveys.  There  is  no 
direct  proof  that  House  Martins  have  increased  because  of  this  reason,  although 
there  is  a  correlation  between  the  decreased  smoke  pollution  in  the  air  and  the 
larger  number  of  nests. 


Figure  5.  Smoke  emission  levels  in  the  Inner  Suburbs,  Outer  Suburbs  and  Outskirts 
study  areas  based  on  data  published  in  The  Investigation  of  Atmospheric  Pollution 
Reports.  Microgrammes  per  cubic  metre  are  an  average  of  the  mean  summer  (April 
to  September)  values  for  various  sites  both  in  and  within  one  km.  of  the  study  areas. 
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SUMMARY 

A  census  of  breeding  House  Martins  was  made  in  the  London  Area  in  four  selected 
areas— Inner  Zone  (21  sq.  km.),  Inner  Suburbs  (16  sq.km.),  Outer  Suburbs  (16 
sq.  km.)  and  Outskirts  (16  sq.  km.) — in  1949  and  1974.  Although  full  coverage  of 
the  study  areas  was  not  attained  in  both  years,  comparison  between  identical  1-km. 
squares  surveyed  showed  increases  in  nests  in  the  Inner  Suburbs,  Outer  Suburbs 
and  Outskirts.  No  nests  were  found  in  the  Inner  Zone.  A  reduction  of  smoke 
levels  in  the  air  between  the  years  of  the  surveys  possibly  resulted  in  an  increase  of 
flying  insects.  This  may,  in  turn,  have  contributed  to  an  increase  in  breeding 
House  Martins,  but  there  is  no  proof  of  this  correlation. 


84 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT,  No.  40  FOR  1975 


REFERENCES 

Casselton,  P.J.,  1973.  House  Martins  in  Merton  Park,  London.  Bird  Study 
20  :  309-310. 

Cramp,  S.,  1950.  The  Census  of  Swifts,  Swallows  and  House  Martins,  1949. 
London  Bird  Report  14  for  1949  :  49-57. 

Cramp,  S.  and  Gooders,  J.,  1967.  The  Return  of  the  House  Martin.  London 
Bird  Report  31  for  1966  :  93—98. 

Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research,  1957-60  and  undated. 
The  Investigation  of  Atmospheric  Pollution  reports  for  1954-57  and  1959-63. 
HMSO  London  and  Warren  Spring  Laboratory,  Hertfordshire. 

Department  of  Trade  and  Industry,  undated.  The  Investigation  of  Air  Pollution 
reports  for  1968-1973.  Warren  Spring  Laboratory,  Hertfordshire. 

London  Natural  History  Society,  1967-75.  London  Bird  Reports  31-38  for 
1966-73. 

Ministry  of  Technology,  undated.  The  Investigation  of  Air  Pollution  reports  for 
1964-67.  Warren  Spring  Laboratory,  Hertfordshire. 

Parslow,  J.L.F.,  1973.  Breeding  Birds  of  Britain  and  Ireland.  Berkhamsted. 

Strangeman,  P.J.,  1975.  The  Breeding  Birds  of  Bishop’s  Park,  Fulham  and  its 
vicinity.  London  Bird  Report  38  for  1973  :  78-86. 


P.  J.  Strangeman,  30  Tudor  Way,  Orpington,  Kent  BR5  ILH 


85 


Birds  at  Surrey  Commercial  Docks, 
January  1973  to  December  1975 

R.  E.  Alder  ton 


INTRODUCTION 

Earlier  papers  by  Grant  (1971)  and  George  (1974)  gave  details  of  the  birdlife  at 
Surrey  Commercial  Docks  between  August  1970  and  December  1972.  The  present 
paper  summarizes  observations  in  the  area  from  January  1973  to  December  1975 
taken  from  notes  made  by  myself,  K.  A.  Collett,  P.  J.  Grant  and  A.  Wilkins. 

The  Surrey  Commercial  Docks  in  South-east  London  were  finally  closed  to 
shipping  at  the  end  of  1970.  An  extensive  area  gradually  became  overgrown  with 
weeds  and  scrub  while  natural  banks  created  by  the  partial  in-filling  of  docks  became 
fringed  with  reeds  and  sedge,  providing,  as  previously  described  by  Grant  and 
George,  a  unique  urban  habitat  of  immense  attraction  to  birdlife  close  to  the  heart 
of  London. 

CHANGES  IN  THE  STUDY  AREA  SINCE  1973 

Preparations  for  the  redevelopment  of  the  disused  Surrey  Docks  brought  about 
several  changes,  notably  the  continued  reclamation  of  open  water  docks.  During 
the  early  part  of  1973  work  was  completed  on  the  infilling  of  Stave  Dock  and  later 
both  Russia  and  Island  Docks  were  filled.  A  number  of  vacant  warehouses  were 
leased  to  commercial  concerns.  The  remainder  of  Lavender  Dock  which  had  in 
earlier  years  attracted  large  numbers  of  wintering  wildfowl  was  filled  in  1974.  This 
dock  had  become  heavily  silted,  and  mud  pumped  from  the  bottom  was  deposited 
over  an  extensive  area  of  Lady  Dock  (filled  some  years  previously)  and  Russia  Dock. 
Before  drying,  the  mud  was  machine  driven  over  yet  a  larger  area,  taking  in  much 
of  the  old  Island  Dock  and  extending  to  the  north  wall  of  Albion  Dock.  During 
the  same  year  warehouses  on  the  west  side  of  Albion  and  Quebec  Docks  were 
demolished,  and  similarly  those  on  the  south  side  of  Lavender  Dock.  In  the 
spring  a  series  of  introductory  courses  in  canoeing  and  yachting  was  launched  by 
the  ILEA  on  Albion  Dock.  Part  of  Lady  Dock  was  used  to  store  clinker.  In  1975 
work  got  under  way  on  the  filling  of  Quebec  Dock,  this  from  the  north  side  while 
at  the  opposite  end  a  narrow  channel  separating  this  from  Canada  Dock  was 
dammed.  During  operations,  surplus  water  was  pumped  into  Canada  Dock 
raising  the  level  appreciably.  Warehouses  on  the  north  side  of  Stave  Dock  were 
demolished  while  others  were  leased  to  a  salvage  company.  A  flooded  pool  which 
had  earlier  attracted  Redshank  and  Dunlin  was  drained  in  the  spring.  At  the  end 
of  1975  a  large  area  of  Russia  Dock  was  cleared  and  levelled.  The  extent  of  these 
changes  can  be  appreciated  by  comparing  the  above  notes  with  a  diagram  of  the 
study  area  which  appeared  on  page  89  of  th e .London  Bird  Report  35  for  1970 
(Grant  1971). 

As  each  dock  was  filled  with  debris,  it  subsequently  became  overgrown  with 
weeds  providing  fresh  habitat.  Sadly,  the  disappearance  of  Lavender  Dock  with 
its  natural  bank  on  one  side  and  relatively  shallow  water  had  a  noticeable  effect  on 
the  number  of  Herons  coming  into  the  docks  to  feed  and  roost,  no  more  than  eight 
being  seen  at  any  one  time.  Wintering  flocks  of  Tufted  Duck  and  Pochard  con¬ 
tinued  to  use  the  remaining  areas  of  open  water  but  numbers  failed  to  compare 
with  those  once  seen  on  Lavender  Dock. 
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In  1973  Lapwing,  Ringed  Plover,  Little  Ringed  Plover  and  Reed  Bunting  all 
hatched  young,  providing  new  breeding  records  for  Inner  London.  American 
Wigeon,  Grey  Phalarope,  Short-eared  Owl,  Hoopoe  and  Ring  Ouzel  were  among 
28  new  species  seen  in  the  docks  during  the  current  study  period,  bringing  the 
total  recorded  there  to  109. 

SUMMARY  OF  OBSERVATIONS 

Great  Crested  Grebe  Normally  recorded  singly,  but  two  on  Apr.  4th,  1974,  and 
May  20th,  1975. 

Little  Grebe  A  winter  visitor  August  to  April,  maximum  eight  on  Dec.  8th,  1974. 

Cormorant  Recorded  annually  in  small  numbers.  Maxima  three  on  Oct.  10th, 
13th  and  18th,  1975. 

Grey  Heron:  Yearly  maxima:  1973 — 32  on  July  16th  and  20th 

1974— 18  on  Apr.  25th 

1975 —  8  on  July  5th 


Wildfowl  The  following  table  shows  the  peak  monthly  counts  for  the  three  most 
regular  species: 


1973 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Mallard 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

65 

65 

90 

97 

43 

30 

72 

Tufted  Duck 

? 

7 

7 

23 

13 

18 

30 

6 

64 

90 

420 

400 

Pochard 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

■  3 

— 

— 

1 

41 

113 

1200 

1974 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Mallard 

121 

100 

80 

60 

65 

7 

7 

7 

70 

17 

50 

55 

Tufted  Duck 

350 

144 

96 

49 

34 

9 

17 

7 

41 

115 

132 

270 

Pochard 

200 

23 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

15 

12 

1975 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Mallard 

54 

75 

52 

35 

35 

27 

23 

7 

92 

59 

102 

70 

Tufted  Duck 

125 

220 

91 

49 

30 

14 

12 

11 

97 

84 

174 

134 

Pochard 

5 

18 

40 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

12 

57 

110 

?  indicates  that  the  species  was  present  but  not  counted 
— indicates  that  none  was  recorded 


Mallard  A  breeding  resident  and  winter  visitor.  Nine  broods  of  young  seen  in 

1973,  seven  in  1974  and  one  in  1975. 

Teal  1-3  on  five  dates  in  November  and  singles  on  four  dates  in  December  1973. 
In  1974  one  on  Jan.  4th  and  three  on  5th.  In  1975  singles  on  Sept.  9th  and 
Oct.  27th. 

Wigeon  Single  pairs  recorded  on  May  15th  and  18th,  1973,  and  on  May  31st,  1974. 
In  1975  a  female  on  Feb.  5th  and  drakes  on  June  4th  and  five  dates  Sept. 
9th-15th. 

American  Wigeon  A  drake  on  Aug.  29th,  1973.  A  pair  on  Sept.  5th,  1975,  and 
another  male  from  Sept.  9th  to  15th. 

Pintail  Only  one  record  of  four  on  Feb.  10th,  1975. 

Shoveler  Recorded  on  eight  dates  in  1973,  maximum  eight  on  Oct.  20th.  In 
1974  two  on  Feb.  25th. 

Mandarin  A  drake  on  Nov.  30th,  1973. 

[Carolina  Duck  A  visitor  from  Southwark  Park  on  Nov.  22nd,  1975.] 

Scaup  Up  to  six  from  Nov.  9th,  1973  to  Feb.  16th,  1974,  and  eight  Apr.  2nd-4th, 

1974. 
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Tufted  Duck  Present  in  all  months,  one  or  two  pairs  breeding  annually. 

Pochard  A  regular  winter  visitor  from  September  to  April.  Also  recorded  in 
June  1973. 

Ferruginous  Duck  One  on  five  dates  Dec.  13th-22nd,  1973.  In  1974  one  on  11 
dates  Jan.  2nd-24th  (two  on  11th),  one  on  Feb.  11th  and  six  dates  Nov.  14th- 
28th.  In  1975  one  on  seven  dates  Jan.  2nd-16th,  Feb.  3rd  and  6th,  18th-22nd 
and  Mar.  11th. 

Goldeneye  A  female  Dec.  lst-4th,  1973,  and  Dec.  13th  to  Jan.  18th,  1974. 

Red-breasted  Merganser  One  flew  W  on  Nov.  17th,  1973.  Up  to  four  in  January 
1974  and  a  female  Apr.  22nd-28th. 

Goosander  Up  to  seven  in  December  1973.  In  1974  recorded  until  Mar.  14th, 
maximum  nine  on  Feb.  9th.,  Also  one  S  on  Dec.  21st. 

Smew  Singles  on  Dec.  15th,  1973,  and  Dec.  5th,  1974. 

Shelduck  Three  on  Jan.  18th  and  six  flying  S  on  Dec.  15th,  1974.  In  1975  up  to 
four  recorded  regularly  from  Mar.  22nd  to  June  9th  and  one  on  Dec.  15th. 

Greylag  Goose  Six  flew  W  on  Dec.  15th,  1974. 

Mute  Swan  Bred  successfully  in  1975  in  a  dock  outside  of  the  normal  study  area. 

Kestrel  Present  throughout  the  year,  breeding  locally.  Maxima  eight  on  Aug.  26th 
and  Sept.  17th,  1975. 

Red-legged  Partridge  Resident,  breeding  successfully  in  1974  and  1975.  Maxima 
five  on  various  dates  from  Aug.  14th,  1974,  to  Feb.  6th,  1975,  and  on  Oct.  13th. 

Moorhen  One  or  two  pairs  bred.  In  1973  a  wintering  flock  reached  a  peak  of 
70  on  Jan.  27th. 

Coot  Bred  successfully  in  1975.  Up  to  15  were  present  during  the  summer  of 
1973,  otherwise  a  winter  visitor,  maximum  32  on  Dec.  19th,  1973. 

Lapwing  Bred  successfully  in  1973,  the  first  proved  breeding  record  for  Inner 
London.  In  1974  a  pair  appeared  to  be  holding  territory  but  breeding  was  not 
confirmed.  As  a  migrant  recorded  on  many  dates,  maximum  35  on  June  20th, 
1975. 

Ringed  Plover  Bred  successfully  in  1973,  the  first  proved  breeding  record  for 
Inner  London  and  Surrey.  Also  recorded  as  a  migrant,  maximum  two  on 
Feb.  18th,  1975. 

Little  Ringed  Plover  Bred  successfully  in  each  of  the  three  years,  that  in  1973 
being  the  first  proved  breeding  record  for  Inner  London.  Three  pairs  were 
present  during  the  summer  of  1975. 

Grey  Plover  One  on  Nov.  5th,  1973. 

Snipe  Singles  on  four  dates  in  1973  and  eight  dates  in  1974.  In  1975  recorded  on 
nine  dates,  maximum  eight  on  Apr.  26th. 

Jack  Snipe  Singles  on  Oct.  18th  and  Dec.  13th,  15th  and  17th,  1974.  In  1975 
singles  on  Jan.  24th  and  Apr.  21st  and  26th. 

Woodcock  One  on  Mar.  27th,  1974. 

Curlew  One  flew  W  on  Apr.  23rd,  1975. 

Green  Sandpiper  One  on  Aug.  6th,  1974. 

Common  Sandpiper  An  annual  autumn  migrant,  also  recorded  during  the  spring 
of  1975.  Maxima  eight  on  Aug.  6th,  7th  and  21st,  1974. 
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Redshank  1973:  Apr.  25th,  Oct.  27th  and  nine  dates  from  Dec.  8th-24th,  maxi¬ 
mum  26  on  Dec.  19th.  1974:  1 1  dates  in  January,  maximum  49  on  5th  and  from 
Nov.  29th  to  end  of  the  year,  maximum  eight  on  Dec.  23rd.  1975 :  29  dates  from 
Jan.  2nd  to  June  19th,  maxima  12  on  Jan.  7th  and  8th.  Also  two  on  Nov.  30th. 

Dunlin  1973:  Two  on  Oct.  15th,  up  to  nine  on  six  dates  in  December  and  a  flight 
of  c.  70  on  11th.  1974:  One  on  Nov.  4th  and  a  flight  of  c.  40  on  16th.  1975: 
Eight  dates  from  Jan.  23rd  to  Mar.  22nd,  maximum  13  on  Jan.  25th. 

Ruff  Three  on  Feb.  7th,  1975. 

Grey  Phalarope  One  on  Sept.  11th  and  12th,  1974. 

Common/Arctic  Tern  One  flew  E  on  June  9th,  1975. 

Stock  Dove  One  on  Aug.  6th,  1974.  In  1975  two  on  May  12th  and  one  on  22nd. 

Turtle  Dove  Two  on  May  24th  and  one  on  June  14th,  1973.  In  1975  singles  on 
Apr.  24th  and  June  9th. 

Collared  Dove  Singles  Aug.  17th,  1973;  Apr.  2nd  and  June  17th,  1974;  Apr.  28th 
and  29th  and  May  23rd  and  26th,  1975. 

Cuckoo  Singles  on  seven  dates  from  Aug.  13th  to  Sept.  16th,  1974,  and  May  3rd 
and  Aug.  26th-28th,  1975. 

Little  Owl  One  on  Feb.  3rd,  1975. 

Short-eared  Owl  One  on  Apr.  28th,  1975. 

Swift  Recorded  annually  with  feeding  flocks  of  60-90  present  in  May  and  June 
1975. 

Hoopoe  One  on  Apr.  28th,  1975. 

Skylark  Bred  successfully  in  each  of  the  three  years  with  possibly  ten  pairs  present 
during  the  summer  of  1975.  In  winter  flocks  of  up  to  55  were  recorded. 

Swallow'  Seen  occasionally,  mainly  in  spring.  Maximum  30  on  May  15th,  1975. 

House  Martin  Frequently  seen  in  late  summer  and  autumn,  maximum  40  on 
Oct.  4th,  1974. 

Sand  Martin  Small  numbers  seen  annually  in  spring  and  summer.  Maximum 
nine  on  May  15th,  1975. 

Jackdaw  One  flew  E  on  Feb.  20th,  1975. 

Jay  Five  on  Oct.  18th  and  singles  on  Nov.  5th  and  Dec.  11th,  1975. 

Great  Tit  One  on  Dec.  14th  1974  and  up  to  three  October  to  December  1975. 

Blue  Tit  Flocks  of  up  to  15  recorded  during  the  winter  months. 

Wren  Singing  males  were  present  during  the  summer  months  in  1974  and  1975. 
Up  to  20  recorded  in  December  1974. 

Mistle  Thrush  Up  to  six  recorded  during  the  winter  months. 

Fieldfare  Occasional  visitor  in  winter;  c.  170  were  seen  flying  W  on  Dec.  15th, 
1973. 

Redwing  40  seen  flying  W  on  Dec.  15th,  1973. 

Ring  Ouzel  One  on  Apr.  21st,  1975. 

Blackbird  A  breeding  resident  and  winter  visitor. 

Wheatear  An  annual  passage  migrant.  In  1975  a  total  of  140  bird/days  was 
recorded  on  25  dates  from  Apr.  1st  to  May  28th  with  a  peak  of  16  on  Apr.  21st. 

Stonechat  Regular  winter  visitor  with  up  to  six  seen  on  several  dates. 
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Whinchat  A  passage  migrant,  usually  in  small  numbers  but  more  frequent  in  the 
autumn  of  1975  when  35  bird/days  were  recorded  on  11  dates  from  Auj..  26th  to 
Sept.  11th  with  a  maximum  of  seven  on  Sept.  5th. 

Black  Redstart  A  regular  breeding  species  in  derelict  sheds  and  offices.  Outside 
of  the  breeding  season  the  maximum  count  was  nine  on  Oct.  1st,  1974. 

Grasshopper  Warbler  One  singing  on  June  6th,  1975. 

Sedge  Warbler  Two  singing  on  May  7th,  one  remaining  until  June  22nd,  one  on 
Aug.  11th  and  two  on  16th,  1973.  In  1975  two  singing  on  Apr.  28th,  singles 
May  10th,  13th  and  26th,  two  singing  on  June  9th  (one  until  11th)  and  singles 
Sept.  11th  and  17th. 

Whitethroat  In  1973  a  male  sang  from  May  7th  to  July  6th  but  no  further  evidence 
of  breeding  was  obtained.  Singles  recorded  on  Sept.  16th,  1974,  and  Apr.  28th, 
1975,  with  two  on  Sept.  1st. 

Lesser  Whitethroat  Singles  on  Sept.  15th  and  17th,  1975. 

Willow  Warbler  Small  numbers  seen  on  passage  during  the  spring  of  1975  when  a 
male  sang  from  Apr.  18th  to  May  10th  but  was  not  seen  subsequently.  Other¬ 
wise  occasionally  recorded  singly. 

Chiffchaff  Singles  on  Mar.  25th,  Apr.  8th  and  July  18th,  1974.  In  1975  one  on 
Apr.  19th,  one  or  two  from  Sept.  1 1  th— 1 8th  and  one  on  Dec.  11th,  12th  and  29th. 

Dunnock  At  least  one  of  about  three  pairs  bred  successfully  in  1973.  A  small 
increase  noted  during  the  winter  months  when  up  to  15  recorded. 

Meadow  Pipit  Singing  males  were  present  during  the  summer  months  in  each  of 
the  three  years  but  breeding  was  not  confirmed.  As  a  passage  migrant  and  winter 
visitor  recorded  regularly,  flocks  occasionally  totalling  over  100.  Maximum 
c.  120  on  Sept.  30th,  1974. 

Rock  Pipit  One  on  Jan.  24th,  1974. 

Pied  Wagtail  Breeds  in  the  area.  Birds  carrying  food  for  young  and  juveniles 
were  noted  annually.  The  maximum  count  was  25  on  Feb.  10th,  1975. 

Grey  Wagtail  Up  to  four  seen  in  late  autumn  and  winter. 

Yellow  Wagtail  A  successful  breeding  species.  Seven  pairs  were  present  during 
the  summer  in  1973,  ten  pairs  in  1974  and  possibly  15  pairs  in  1975  of  which  at 
least  nine  were  later  seen  carrying  food  for  young. 

Greenfinch  Breeds  in  small  numbers  in  the  surrounding  area. 

Goldfinch  Two  or  three  pairs  were  seen  annually  during  the  summer  months  with 
juveniles  noted  from  July  indicating  successful  breeding  in  the  area.  During  the 
winter  months  flocks  of  up  to  250  were  recorded. 

Linnet  Single  pairs  were  seen  with  young  in  1973  and  1974.  Two  or  three  pairs 
were  present  during  the  summer  of  1975  but  breeding  was  not  confirmed.  In 
February  1975  a  wintering  flock  reached  a  peak  of  200  on  17th. 

Brambling  One  on  Oct.  9th,  1975. 

Redpoll  One  on  May  15th,  1973.  Two  on  Nov.  16th,  one  on  26th  and  three  on 
29th  1974.  In  1975  three  on  Apr.  21st,  singles  on  28th,  29th  and  30th  and  two  on 
Oct.  30th. 

Yellowhammer  Singles  on  Mar.  26th  and  Dec.  8th  and  11th,  1975. 

Reed  Bunting  Has  bred  annually  since  1973,  that  being  the  first  proved  breeding 
record  for  Inner  London.  In  1975  four  or  five  pairs  were  present  during  the 
summer  months,  at  least  one  breeding  successfully.  During  the  winter  months 
up  to  20  were  recorded. 
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Other  species  recorded  (with  maximum  counts) : 

Great  Black-backed  Gull  (6),  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  (30),  Herring  Gull  (14), 
Common  Gull  (174),  Black-headed  Gull  (700),  Woodpigeon  (150),  Carrion 
Crow  (9),  Song  Thrush  (5),  Robin  (2),  Starling  (300),  Chaffinch  (1),  House 
Sparrow  (700),  Tree  Sparrow  (20). 
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Additions  and  Corrections 
to  previous  London  Bird  Reports 

LBR:  38  1973 

217  Common  Tern 

Additional  breeding  records  (lvpg)  in  Essex  (one  pair,  successful)  and  in 
Herts  (one  pair,  failed)  bring  the  London  Area  total  of  nesting  pairs  in  1973 
to  17,  of  which  12  pairs  were  successful. 

LBR:  39  1974 

Title  page.  Correction:  The  frontispiece  photograph  of  the  Grey  Phalarope 
in  Surrey  Dpcks  should  be  credited  to  Bob  Gales,  not  Roy  Alderton. 

70  Goosander 

M  Correction:  The  maximum  count  at  Staines  Res.  was  c.  100  on  Jan.  12th 
(rey). 

S  Correction:  Limehouse  Reach  is  not  in  Inner  London;  the  record  should 
be  under  Kent. 

139  Grey  Plover 

E  Correction:  The  date  of  the  September  record  at  Rainham  was  30th. 

193  Arctic  Skua 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  two  immatures  flying  N  on  Aug.  4th  and  a  light-phase 
adult  low  over  the  dredging  pans  on  Sept.  7th  (jhm). 

217  Common  Tern 

Additional  breeding  records  (lvpg),  given  below,  bring  the  London  Area 
total  of  nesting  pairs  in  1974  to  23,  of  which  19  pairs  were  successful. 

H  In  the  Lea  Valley,  15  pairs  bred  successfully  rearing  29  young  at  one  site, 
two  pairs  were  washed  out  at  a  second  site,  and  a  further  pair  failed  at  a 
third  site. 

357  Wood  Warbler 

E  South  Weald  Park,  two  adults  and  a  juvenile  on  July  21st  (saw)  may  have 
bred  in  the  vicinity. 

393  Goldfinch 

M  A  female  ringed  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  Sept.  14th,  1974,  was  caught  at 
Leon  in  Spain  on  Dec.  30th,  1974  (hrg). 

408  Brambling 

Of  the  published  flock  of  200+  present  in  Osterley  Park  between  Jan.  24th 
and  Mar.  24th,  81  birds  were  caught  and  ringed.  Of  these,  one  was 
recovered  two  days  after  ringing  at  Langley  Park,  Iver,  Bucks.  (12km. 
WNW),  and  may  relate  to  a  roost  of  c.  500  in  that  locality  but  probably  just 
outside  the  LNHS  Area.  Another  bfrd,  which  was  ringed  on  Jan.  27th, 
was  killed  by  a  cat  near  Utrecht  in  Holland  on  Apr.  4th.  A  further  bird, 
controlled  at  Osterley  Park  on  Mar.  3rd,  had  been  originally  ringed  in 
North  Holland  on  Oct.  23rd,  1971,  and  was  in  its  fourth  year  (dgh). 
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Notes  for  Contributors 


The  Editor  welcomes  papers,  short  notes  and  photographs  relating  to  the 
ornithology  of  the  London  Area,  and  will  be  pleased  to  advise  authors  on  the 
acceptability  of  material  at  draft  stage  if  desired. 

Manuscripts  All  texts  must  be  typewritten,  double-spaced  on  A4  paper,  using 
one  side  of  the  sheet  only.  A  wide  left-hand  margin  is  essential.  Lines  should 
be  full-out,  except  for  new  paragraphs  and  turned  lines  in  lists.  Underlining 
should  be  restricted  to  words  to  be  set  in  italics.  Tables  and  captions  must  be 
typed  on  separate  sheets. 

Style  English  names  of  birds  and  animals  require  initial  capitals  except  after 
a  hyphen,  but  group  names  and  flowers  do  not.  Scientific  names  should  be 
underlined  for  italics,  but  only  the  first  (generic)  name  needs  an  initial  capital. 
Their  use  in  the  text  is  optional  if  listed  in  A  Species  List  of  British  and  Irish  Birds. 
Dates  should  take  the  form  Apr.  28th,  1976;  numbers  under  eleven  should  be 
spelt  out  in  text;  fractions  should  be  decimalized;  and,  whenever  possible,  metric 
equivalents  should  be  given  in  brackets  after  English  measurements.  Optional 
spellings  should  adopt  the  forms  recommended  by  Fowler  and/or  the  Oxford 
English  Dictionary.  Abbreviations  should  be  standard.  Full  points  should  be 
omitted  from  well-known  initials,  such  as  BTO,  LNHS  and  RSPB,  but  retained 
in  ke.g.’,  ‘i.e.’  and  ‘ et  a/'.  Quotation  marks,  if  used,  should  be  single  not  double. 
Publications  should  not  be  in  quotes,  but  underlined  for  italics.  Parenthesis  within 
brackets  should  be  avoided.  References  need  to  adopt  the  following  style: 

Parslow,  J,  1967.  Changes  in  status  among  breeding  birds  in  Britain  and 
Ireland.  Brit.  Birds  60  :  276-7 . 

Parslow,  J,  1973.  Breeding  Birds  of  Britain  and  Ireland.  Berkhamsted. 

Illustrations  Figures,  graphs  and  photographs  in  papers  must  be  kept  to  the 
minimum.  Artwork  should  not  be  prepared  until  size  of  reproduction  is  known 
and  the  editor  has  been  consulted. 

Photographs  Prints  submitted  for  reproduction  on  the  front  cover  and  inside 
pages  must  allow  sufficient  background  for  masking  and  blockmaking.  If  sent 
by  post,  they  must  be  packed  in  thick  board. 

Proofs  Authors  of  papers  and  short  notes  will  be  sent  proofs,  but  only  mistakes 
by  the  Printers  may  be  changed  at  this  stage. 

Reprints  Up  to  25  free  reprints  of  papers  are  provided,  if  ordered  in  advance  by 
authors.  Larger  quantities  are  charged  at  cost. 

All  material  for  publication  should  be  submitted  direct  to  the  Editor,  K  C  Osborne, 
8  Ellice  Road,  Oxted,  Surrey,  RH8  OPY  (Telephone  Oxted  4582). 
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London  Natural  History  Society 

The  Society  publishes  the  ornithological  and  natural  history  records  of  the  London 
Area  within  a  20-mile  radius  of  St.  Paul's  Cathedral. 

It  particularly  welcomes  new  members  -  experts  and  beginners  alike  -  and  it 
provides  an  extensive  programme  of  lectures  and  films  throughout  the  year,  weekly 
field  meetings,  week-end  trips,  special  surveys  and  field-work.  It  publishes  a 
regular  bird  Bulletin  and  general  Newsletter,  which  give  up-to-the-minute  inform¬ 
ation  on  bird  migration  and  other  topics,  a  twice-yearly  Programme  of  activities, 
and  the  annual  London  Bird  Report  and  London  Naturalist.  It  has  a  large  lending 
library  of  natural  history  books  and  reading  circles  for  circulating  scientific  journals 
at  a  fraction  of  their  cost;  and  it  will  advise  on  evening  classes  in  ornithology  and 
other  subjects. 

Many  individual  interests  are  catered  for:  ornithology,  ecology,  botany,  mammal 
study,  nature  conservation,  geology,  archaeology,  entomology,  rambling  and 
local  groups. 

Yearly  subscriptions  range  from  £4  (full  member)  to  £2  (under- 18,  or  full  time 
student  under  25).  Additional  family  members  pay  only  £1.25.  Cheques  and 
postal  orders  should  be  made  payable  to  the  London  Natural  History  Society 
and  sent  to  the  membership  secretary,  Mrs.  Barbara  Barrett,  21  Green  Way, 
Frinton-on-Sea,  Essex,  C013  9AL,  who  will  be  pleased  to  send  details  of  covenants 
and  payment  by  banker’s  order. 
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Assisted  by  an  editorial  team  of  D.  A.  BOYD,  P.  CLEMENT,  J.  G.  FRANCIS, 
J.  D.  HOOK,  F.  H.  JONES,  J.  D.  MAGEE  and  P.  J.  OLIVER. 


Introduction 

In  this  issue  a  major  paper  on  ‘Scarce  Migrants  in  the  London  Area  1955-74’  is 
presented  by  Richard  Chandler,  assisted  by  the  editor.  Published  simultaneously 
with  the  Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds  of  the  London  Area  (1977),  the  paper  goes  a  long 
way  towards  updating  the  original  Birds  of  the  London  Area  since  1900  (1957). 
Patterns  of  records  are  displayed  in  histograms  for  most  species,  and  we  are 
particularly  indebted  to  Dr  Chandler  for  his  painstaking  analysis  and  statistical 
presentation  of  twenty  years  of  observations.  The  histograms  are  especially 
revealing  and  will  undoubtedly  provide  an  indispensable  reference  for  all  future 
studies. 

The  composition  of  the  Records  Committee  is  largely  unchanged  except  for  the 
retirement  of  P.  A.  D.  Hollom.  Phil,  who  served  over  30  years  on  the  committee, 
is  perhaps  better  known  to  thousands  of  birdwatchers  for  his  invaluable  Popular 
Handbook ,  besides  being  a  co-author  of  the  Peterson  Field  Guide.  His  extensive 
knowledge  of  many  European  species  and  his  sound  advice  on  identification 
criteria  will  be  greatly  missed. 


POLLY  GENESIS 

In  future  the  committee  proposes  publishing  records  of  feral  Ring-necked  Parakeets 
Psittacula  krameri  in  the  systematic  list.  Rather  than  start  with  1976  records  and 
find  that  hundreds  of  earlier  records  need  to  be  published  in  ‘Additions  and 
Corrections’,  the  editor  has  invited  David  Montier  to  write  a  short  paper  sum¬ 
marizing  all  past  records.  This  paper  will  appear  first,  and  observers  who  know 
of  any  records  not  yet  submitted  to  the  society  are  asked  to  send  them  to  David 
Montier,  6  Cloonmore  Avenue,  Orpington,  Kent.  Current  records  should  be  sent 
to  the  Recorders. 
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Thanks  are  also  due  to  the  following  organizations  for  their  generous  help  in 
the  exchange  of  records : 

British  Birds  Rarities  Committee 

Essex  Bird  watching  and  Preservation  Society 

Hertfordshire  Natural  History  Society* 

Kent  Ornithological  Society* 

Lea  Valley  Projects  Group 

Middle  Thames  Natural  History  Society* 

Surrey  Bird  Club  * 

♦Local  records  have  been  accepted  on  the  recommendations  of  the  respective  Records  Committees. 


Records  Committee 

P.  J.  Oliver,  Chairman  P.  Clement,  Secretary 

F.  H.  Jones,  K.  C.  Osborne,  M.  Spicer  and  the  following  Recorders: 


Inner  London  .  D.  A.  Boyd,  35  Clifton  Place,  Sussex  Square, 

London,  W.2. 

Essex  .  J.  Fitzpatrick,  18  Edwick  Court,  High  Street, 

Cheshunt,  Herts. 

Herts.  &  Bucks. ,  .  J.  D.  Magee,  138  Baldwins  Lane,  Croxley 

Green,  Rickmansworth,  Herts.,  WD3  3LJ. 

Middlesex  .  P.  Naylor,  27  West  Common  Road,  Uxbridge, 

Middlesex. 

Kent*  .  J.  D.  Hook,  2  Manor  View,  Beckenham, 

Kent,  BR3  1AD. 

Surrey!  .  B.  A.  Marsh,  19  Grasmere  Avenue,  Kingston 

Vale,  London,  SW15  3RB. 


*  including  records  on  the  Lower  Thames  from  London  Bridge  to  Tilbury 


t  including  records  on  the  River  Thames  from  Staines  to  Wandsworth 
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Review  of  the  Year 

During  1976,  210  species  were  recorded  in  the  London  Area  (excluding  feral  birds 
and  obvious  escapes):  101  species  bred,  70  occurred  on  passage  or  as  winter  visitors, 
and  39  fell  within  the  broad  category  of  rarities  or  unusual  species. 

RARE  AND  UNUSUAL  SPECIES 

In  the  spring  there  were  two  first  records  for  the  London  Area :  a  Subalpine  Warbler 
at  Orpington  and  an  Arctic  Redpoll  at  Thorndon  Park.  Other  rare  species  during 
the  year  included  Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper  (2nd  record),  Alpine  Swift  (6th),  White 
Stork  (5th),  Little  Bittern  (6th),  Spoonbill  (7th)  and  Purple  Heron  (11th).  Birds-of- 
prey  were  well  represented  with  Red-footed  Falcon  (4th  record),  Red  Kite  (6th), 
Marsh  Harrier  (7th)  and  three  Honey  Buzzards  (4th,  5th  and  6th)  including  one  in 
Inner  London,  as  well  as  eight  Ospreys,  two  Peregrines  and  a  Merlin.  Three 
Mediterranean  Gulls  bring  the  total  to  16;  one  of  these  wintered  in  the  Area  from 
December  1976  to  March  1977.  Other  unusual  species  were  Lapland  Bunting  (6th 
record),  Dipper  (6th),  Bluethroat  (9th),  Kentish  Plover  (13th),  Avocet,  Snow  Bunting, 
Golden  Oriole  and  Hoopoe.  Five  Cetti’s  Warblers,  some  in  territories,  bring  the 
total  birds  since  1975  to  eight.  Four  Corncrakes  on  passage  were  an  unexpected 
bonus,  the  first  since  1968.  Finally  pelagic  species  included  Pomarine  Skua  (4th, 
5th  and  6th  records),  Manx  Shearwater  (11th),  Leach’s  Petrel  and  Puffin. 

BREEDING  BIRDS 

Among  the  rarer  species,  three  pairs  of  Hobby  and  nine  pairs  of  Sparrowhawk 
bred.  On  the  debit  side,  no  reports  of  Red-backed  Shrike  and  Woodlark  were 
received,  but  the  presence  two  years  running  of  Wryneck  in  an  old  breeding  locality 
raises  hopeful  speculation.  Again  Firecrests  were  present  during  the  breeding 
season,  and  one  pair  may  have  bred. 

In  Inner  London  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker  and  Nuthatch  made  a  welcome 
return  as  breeding  species  but  some  insectivorous  species  showed  a  slight  decrease, 
possibly  owing  to  the  dry  summer.  Grey  Wagtails  continued  to  breed  in  Central 
London  and  could  become  established  as  a  regular  species.  In  the  Surrey  Docks 
a  pair  of  Sedge  Warblers  bred  successfully,  a  first  record  for  Inner  London. 

WINTER  VISITORS 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  Great  Grey  Shrikes  headed  the  list  of  unusual  winter 
visitors,  but  there  were  also  some  scattered  records  of  Waxwings.  Along  the 
Thames  marshes  small  flocks  of  Twite  and  Bearded  Tits  wintered,  but  at  the  end 
of  the  year  the  latter  were  unexpectedly  absent.  Wildfowl  numbers  in  the  monthly 
counts  on  census  waters  were  again  below  average,  owing  to  the  mild  winters,  and 
on  the  Lower  Thames  there  was  a  substantial  decrease  of  wintering  ducks. 

WEATHER  PATTERN  AND  MOVEMENTS 

Except  for  a  cold  spell  in  late  January  and  early  February,  the  first  quarter  was 
fairly  mild,  but  dry.  Temperatures  in  April  were  average,  but  very  warm  condi¬ 
tions  from  the  second  week  of  May  led  to  a  very  hot  summer  from  June  to  late 
August,  with  extended  heatwaves  (95 °f)  and  virtually  no  rainfall.  Water  levels  in 
rivers  fell,  ponds  and  reservoirs  dried  up,  and  water  rationing  had  to  be  imposed 
in  many  areas.  By  August  insectivorous  birds  were  found  only  where  water  and 
insects  still  existed.  The  drought  was  finally  broken  in  late  September  by  Atlantic 
fronts  and  heavy  rain.  The  last  quarter  was  unsettled,  predominantly  cool  with 
higher-than-average  rainfall  and  the  ensuing  winter  continued  this  pattern. 
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There  were  few  interesting  movements,  apart  from  small  cold-weather  irruptions 
in  late  January.  The  exact  effect  of  the  long  hot  summer  on  bird  life  is  unclear, 
but  the  prolonged  fine  weather  undoubtedly  led  to  a  reduction  of  migrants  seen 
during  the  early  autumn  passage,  whilst,  in  contrast,  the  low  water  levels  at  some 
reservoirs  attracted  more  waders. 


Recording  Arrangements 

The  Society’s  recording  area,  which  in  this  report  is  called  the  'London  Area’, 
is  bounded  by  a  circle  of  20  miles  radius  centred  on  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral.  Within 
the.  area,  the  original  county  boundaries  are  used  for  recording  purposes,  rather 
than  the  new  administrative  counties.  In  addition,  there  are  two  special  recording 
zones,  Inner  London  (a  rectangle  5  miles  x  8  miles,  centred  on  Charing  Cross) 
and  the  Lower  Thames  (the  River  and  its  foreshores  from  London  Bridge  to 
Tilbury).  All  records  of  interest  are  welcome  from  members  and  non-members, 
and  these  should  be  sent  to  the  appropriate  Recorder  (see  list  on  page  4). 


It  will  assist  the  speedy  entering  of  records  if  the  Society's  recording  sheets  are 
used  (available  from  Recorders  on  request),  and  if  records  are  listed  in  the  order 
followed  in  the  London  Bird  Report.  Separate  sheets  should  be  used  for  each 
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recording  area.  Completed  recording  sheets  should  be  submitted  in  August  for 
the  period  January  to  July,  and  in  early  January  for  August  to  December. 

Records  of  rare  and  unusual  species  in  the  London  Area  are  examined  by  the 
Records  Committee  before  inclusion  in  the  London  Bird  Report.  Published 
records  need  to  stand  the  scrutiny  of  not  only  today’s  readers  but  also  anyone  who 
in  future  years  may  refer  to  the  systematic  list.  Brief  field-notes  are  therefore 
required  to  provide  supporting  evidence  of  correct  identification  and  authenticity 
for  the  following  species : 


AH  rare  species 
AH  out  of  season  migrants 
All  divers 
Slavonian  Grebe 
Red-necked  and  Black-necked 
Grebes  except  at  regular  haunts 
Petrels  and  Shearwaters 
Gannet  and  Shag 
Herons  other  than  Grey 
All  bitterns 

Scaup,  Ferruginous  Duck,  Long¬ 
tailed  Duck,  Velvet  Scoter  and 
female  Red-breasted  Merganser 
All  geese  except  Canada 
Whooper  and  Bewick’s  Swans 
All  birds-of-prey  except  Kestrel 
Quail 

Rails  and  crakes,  except  Water 
Rail,  Moorhen  and  Coot 
All  waders  of  irregular  occurrence 
All  skuas 

AH  gulls  of  irregular  occurrence 
including  Glaucous,  Iceland  and 
Kittiwake 


Little  Gull  away  from  regular 
haunts 

All  terns  except  Common  and 
Black 
All  auks 

Long-eared  and  Short-eared  Owls 

Wryneck 

Woodlark 

Willow  Tit  away  from  regular 
haunts 

Bearded  Tit  or  Reedling 
Ring  Ouzel 
Unusual  warblers 
Firecrest 

Races  of  Anthus  spinoletta  other 
than  Rock  Pipit  and  Water  Pipit 
at  regular  localities 
White  Wagtail  in  autumn 
Races  or  hybrids  of  Motacilla  flam 
other  than  Yellow  Wagtail 
M.f.  flavissima 
Wax  wing 
All  shrikes 

Twite,  Crossbill;  Cirl,  Lapland 
and  Snow  Buntings 


Field-notes  for  each  observation  should  be  submitted  to  the  recorder  immediately 
following  the  observation,  rather  than  waiting  until  the  end  of  the  year.  Evidence 
needs  to  be  brief  but  relevant,  and  should  include  a  description  of  the  essential 
features  upon  which  identification  was  based,  relative  size,  flight,  calls,  duration 
and  distance  of  observation,  and  the  observer’s  previous  experience  of  this  and 
similar  species. 


NATIONAL  RARITIES 

Records  of  national  rarities  (see  list  in  British  Birds  67  :  347-8)  should  be  submitted 
preferably  via  the  local  recorder  for  forwarding  to  the  national  committee.  If 
sent  direct,  a  copy  of  the  submission  should  be  sent  to  the  recorder.  Observers 
are  asked  to  submit  records  promptly  to  ensure  acceptance  and  publication  in  the 
same  year. 


RARE  BREEDING  BIRDS 

Breeding  records  of  rare  species  (see  list  in  British  Birds  66  :  1 74)  should  be  submitted 
preferably  via  the  local  recorder  (stating  degree  of  confidentiality  required)  for 
forwarding  to  the  national  Rare  Breeding  Birds  Panel.  All  reports  of  these  species 
(and  others,  less  rare)  are  treated  in  complete  confidence  at  county  level.  With 
the  exception  of  Black  Redstart,  names  of  localities  are  never  published  and  only 
the  name  of  the  county  is  given  in  the  London  Bird  Report  and  British  Birds , 
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B.  B.  Kirkland 
A.  Knapper  (AKr) 
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B.  S.  Meadows 
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continued  on 
page  72 
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A  REPORT  OF  THE  BIRD  LIFE  WITHIN  TWENTY  MILES 
OF  ST.  PAUL’S  CATHEDRAL 


In  this  report  the  sequence  of  orders  and  families  follows  that  of  the  Wetmore 
classification.  The  arrangement  of  genera  and  species  within  each  family  is  the 
same  as  that  used  in  the  Checklist  of  the  Birds  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
(BOU,  1952);  but  the  nomenclature  is  that  of  A  Species  List  of  British  &  Irish 
Birds  (BTO,  1971),  in  which  the  full  scientific  names  will  also  be  found. 

For  easy  reference,  the  species  are  numbered,  using  numbers  from  the  1952 
Checklist:  but  additions  since  1952  remain  unnumbered  and  have  been  placed 
in  the  generic  sequence  of  the  1971  Species  List. 

Initials  after  records  refer  to  the  observers  whose  names  will  be  found  in  the 
list  of  contributors  on  pages  8,  9  and  72. 

The  six  counties  within  the  circle  of  20  miles  radius  are  indicated  by  their 
initials — E= Essex;  H= Herts.;  M  =  Middlesex;  B= Bucks.;  K=Kent;  S= 
Surrey.  The  following  abbreviations  are  also  used:  LBR= London  Bird 
Report;  G.P.=Gravel  Pit;  Res. = Reservoir;  S.F.=Sewage  Farm;  S.P.=Sand 
Pit;  N,E,S,  and  W,  are  used  for  the  cardinal  points  of  the  compass;  mo=many 
observers. 

An  open  map  of  the  London  Area  will  be  found  useful  for  a  full  appreciation 
of  many  of  the  records.  As  the  history  of  some  species  is  intended  to  be  con¬ 
tinuous,  reference  to  the  Society’s  books  The  Birds  of  the  London  Area  and  Atlas  of 
Breeding  Birds  of  the  London  Area,  and  to  the  systematic  lists  of  previous  issues  of 
the  LBR  is  recommended. 


5  Great  Crested  Grebe 

Numbers  in  winter  were  again  low  with  the  peak  count  on  census  waters  in 
September  only  319.  Many  waters  were,  however,  missed  in  that  month, 
and  if  the  October  counts  for  those  waters  are  included,  the  total  is  increased 
to  429,  but  this  is  still  below  the  741  and  744  counted  in  September  1973 
and  1974  respectively.  The  only  counts  in  excess  of  100  were  at  waters  not 
included  in  the  census:  Wraysbury  Res.,  152  on  Dec.  30th,  and  Wraysbury 
G.P.,  between  114  and  138  in  Feb.,  Mar.,  Sept.,  and  Oct. 

The  minimum  number  of  breeding  pairs  recorded,  compared  with  1975, 


was  as  follows: 

Essex 

Herts 

Middx 

Inner 

London 

Bucks 

Kent 

Surrey 

Total 

1975 

33 

59 

20 

4 

2 

18 

32 

168 

1976 

28 

25 

29 

3 

1 

9 

9 

104 

The  apparent  sharp  decline  may  well  be  attributable  to  the  greater  coverage 
achieved  during  the  1975  census,  but  the  1976  total  is  still  well  below  the 
146  recorded  in  1974.  In  contrast  to  this  decrease,  lab  reported  the  best 
season  for  many  years  at  Brent  Res.,  where  ten  broods  were  hatched  from 
the  13  pairs  that  summered, 
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6  Red-necked  Grebe 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  from  Nov.  6th  to  the  end  of  the  year,  with  a 
second  individual  from  Nov.  21st  to  27th  (mo). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  1st  (lfr). 

K  Northfleet,  one  on  April  9th  (rbs). 

S  Inner  London:  one  at  Surrey  Docks  on  Feb.  14th  (hp). 

7  Slavonian  Grebe 

H  Troy  Mill  G.P.,  one  on  Feb.  15th  (hnhs). 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  one  from  March  7th  to  29th,  with  a  second  on  27th  (dp). 

8  Black-necked  Grebe 

E  King  George  V  and  William  Girling  Res.,  up  to  three  in  the  first  three 
months  of  the  year,  and  one  or  two  from  Sept.  29th  to  the  end  of  the  year 
(jf,pjv).  One  on  the  River  Roding  at  Abridge  on  Dec.  1st  (ebwps). 
Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  5th  and  12th  (hnhs). 

Queen  Mary  Res.,  up  to  three  in  February  and  March  and  from  Aug.  30th 
to  the  end  of  the  year.  Staines  Res.,  one  or  two  on  various  dates  in  March 
and  April,  and  present  from  July  18th  to  Dec.  31st  (max.  11  on  Oct.  13th). 
Poyle  G.P.,  two  on  Feb.  28th  (jah).  Kempton  Park  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  1st 
(mjw). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  on  Aug.  16th  one  of  which  was  still  present  the 
following  day;  one  from  Nov.  2nd  to  5th  (rbh,wr).  Island  Barn  Res., 
present  in  January  and  March,  with  a  maximum  of  8  on  Mar.  14th  (dp). 
Walton  Res.,  four  on  Aug.  14th  and  two  on  Sept.  2nd  (pcQ. 

9  Little  Grebe 

Breeding  records  and  largest  counts  are  given. 

E  Bred  at  Nazeing  (two  pairs),  Rainham,  Walthamstow  Res.  (two  pairs)  and 
Wanstead  Park  (two  pairs).  Purfleet  Chalk  Pit,  20  on  Sept.  12th  (gcg). 

H  Bred  at  Broxbourne,  Amwell  G.P.  (seven  broods),  Hampermill  Lake, 
Stocker’s  Lake,  Maple  Lodge,  Frogmore  (three  pairs)  and  Rye  Meads,. 

M  Bred  at  Brent  Res.  (12  broods),  Halliford  G.P.  (two  pairs),  Denham, 
Kempton  Park,  Longford  G.P.,  Queen  Mary  G.P.  At  least  48  were 
present  on  Brent  Res.  on  Oct.  25th  (sa).  Inner  London:  Kensington 
Gardens,  singles  on  the  Long  Water  on  various  dates  throughout  the  year 
(dab,cjg);  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  May  3rd  and  10th,  Oct.  1st  and  Nov. 
3rd  (jpw). 

K  Bred  at  Cross  Ness  S.F.,  Kelsey  Park  (two  pairs)  and  Thamesmead  (four 
broods).  Ruxley,  max.  11  in  November  and  December;  Sevenoaks,  max. 
10  in  January. 

S  Bred  at  Barn  Elms  Res.,  Esher  (two  pairs  on  Black  Pond)  and  Godstone. 
Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  recorded  on  several  dates  in  the  first  three 
months  and  the  last  three  months  of  the  year,  with  a  maximum  of  five  on 
Oct.  25th  and  Nov.  13th  (rea). 

A 

12  Leach’s  Petrel 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  15th  (sa). 

This  is  the  first  positive  record  since  1973,  but  the  grand  total  now  stands 
at  about  29  records. 
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16  Manx  Shearwater 

E  Dagenham  Reach,  one  found  sick  on  Sept.  11th;  later  died  (ebwps). 

This  is  the  11th  record  for  the  London  Area  this  century. 

28  Cormorant 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  observed  in  all  months,  with  maxima  of  103  in  February 
and  96  in  November  (gcg,rl).  A  new  roost  appears  to  have  been  esta¬ 
blished  at  Fisher’s  Green,  where  92  were  present  on  Dec.  30th  (pt). 

H  Seen  at  many  of  the  gravel  pits  in  the  Lea  and  Colne  Valleys,  with  a  maxi¬ 
mum  count  of  20  at  Cheshunt  G.P.  on  Oct.  17th. 

M  Wraysbury  Res.,  present  in  all  months,  with  maxima  of  62  on  Jan.  11th 
(avm«)  and  91  on  Nov.  7th  (mtnhs).  Harefield  Moor  G.P.  maxima  72  on 
Feb.  7th  (pn)  and  44  on  Dec.  2nd  (je).  King  George  VI  Res.,  51  on  Feb. 
28th  (dg).  Syon  Park,  25  on  Dec.  29th  (wri).  Inner  London:  recorded 
on  many  dates  to  late  May  and  from  early  September  onwards,  most 
observations  being  of  up  to  6  birds  flying  along  the  river  or  over  the  parks. 
B  Datchet  Res.,  32  on  Dec.  30th  (rey). 

K  The  only  records  away  from  the  river  are  of  single  birds  at  Sevenoaks  G.P. 
on  various  dates  from  January  to  March  and  from  September  to  December 

(JGH,JC). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  present  January  to  March  and  September  to  December, 
max.  30  on  Nov.  27th  (arc).  Walton  Reservoirs,  max.  40  on  March  4th 
(hyo)  and  50  on  Oct.  17th  (dg«).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  max.  3 
on  Dec.  3rd  (rea). 

29  Shag 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  two  immatures  on  Sept.  11th  (gjw). 

M  Kempton  Park,  one  on  Dec.  4th  (dp). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Oct.  16th  (mtnhs). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  immatures  on  May  15th  (sa). 

30  Grey  Heron 

Widely  reported  in  all  months  of  the  year,  most  records  being  of  less  than 
20  birds.  Breeding  records,  large  flocks,  and  a  summary  of  Inner  London 
records  are  given. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  Ill  occupied  nests  (pr.p  et  al.).  Waltham  Abbey,  five 
occupied  nests  (tgl).  Thurrock,  up  to  40  along  Thames  foreshore  in 
December  (mo). 

M  Kempton  Park,  55  nests,  the  largest  number  since  1962  (dp,hrg).  Wrays¬ 
bury  Res.,  26  on  June  12th,  29  on  Aug.  14th  (pn).  Inner  London:  Regent's 
Park,  eight  pairs  bred,  rearing  20  young  (jpw)  ;  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington 
Gardens,  one  to  three  throughout  the  year  (dab,cjg,rfs). 

S  Gatton  Park,  seven  occupied  nests  (rhbf).  Inner  London :  Surrey  Docks, 
up  to  four  on  various  dates  throughout  the  year  (rea). 

31  Purple  Heron 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  May  2nd  (pjg,jgh,jsO- 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  this  is  the  11th  record  for 
the  London  Area  this  century. 
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37  Little  Bittern 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  Oct.  17th  (pjg,jgh). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  this  is  the  6th  record  for 
the  London  Area  this  century. 

38  Bittern 

Ponds  Wood,  Potters  Bar,  one  on  Feb.  1st  (jpw  et  al.). 

Erith  Marsh,  one  on  March  8th  (pjs«).  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  on  Feb.  20th 
(sw). 

S  Richmond  Park,  one  on  Feb.  8th  and  13th  (bam). 

40  White  Stork 

E  One  seen  at  Ilford  on  Sept.  25th  and  at  Hornchurch  on  30th  (amsl,ppF). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  this  is  the  fifth  record  for 
the  London  Area  this  century. 

42  Spoonbill 

S  Richmond  Park,  one  on  June  30th  (GBr). 

This  comprises  the  seventh  record  this  century  in  the  London  Area. 


WILDFOWL 

Table  1.  Monthly  wildfowl  counts — mean  of  November  to  February  counts, 

or,  in  italics,  peak  winter  counts. 


1972/73 

1973/74 

1974/75 

1975/76 

1976/77 

Mallard 

2,860 

2,539* 

2,910 

2,607* 

2,864* 

Teal 

769 

605 

814 

981 

(  891)* 

Gadwall 

131 

79 

110 

105 

103 

Wigeon 

122 

116 

93 

202 

(  255)* 

Shoveler  - 

583 

498* 

457 

672 

(  711)* 

Tufted  Duck 

4,786 

4,589 

4,123 

3,735 

3,047* 

Pochard 

1,805 

2,421 

1,795 

1,081 

1,049* 

Goldeneye 

162 

134 

114 

166 

(  106)* 

Goosander 

99 

208 

97 

112 

49 

Smew 

25 

24 

16 

7 

8 

*  Incorporates  extrapolated  figures  in  excess  of  10%  of  total  count  in  one  or  more  months. 
The  figures  in  brackets  are  particularly  unreliable  as  no  counts  were  received  for  King 
George  VI  Res.  which  holds  a  large  proportion  of  the  total  number  of  those  species  in  our 
Area. 


The  comments  in  heavy  type  at  the  beginning  of  the  relevant  species  account 
refer  to  the  monthly  counts  in  the  1976/77  season,  and  the  mean  (or  peak) 
counts  for  the  five  latest  seasons  appear  in  Table  1.  For  the  first  time 
since  wildfowl  recommenced  the  use  of  the  Lower  Thames  no  significant 
numbers  were  recorded  in  1976/77.  This,  together  with  the  further 
reduction  in  numbers  on  the  census  waters,  is  reflected  in  the  aggregate 
numbers  on  those  waters  and  the  Lower  Thames  in  January  and  December 
shown  in  Table  2. 
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Table  2.  Approximate  aggregate  totals  of  census  counts  and  Lower  Thames 

counts  in  January  and  December 


Jan  - 

Dec 

1972 

21,000 

15,000 

1973 

18,000 

19,000 

1974 

16,000 

14,000 

1975 

14,000 

13,000 

1976 

10,000 

11,000 

45  Mallard 

1976/77.  See  Table  1.  Numbers  have  been  relatively  stable  for  five  seasons. 

1976.  Counts  of  300  or  more,  and  breeding  concentrations  are  given. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  44  broods,  Nazeing,  33  broods  totalling  164  young. 
H  Rye  Meads,  16  broods  totalling  100  young.  Stocker’s  Lake,  300  on 
Dec.  11th. 

M  At  Staines  Res.,  500-1,000  on  Aug.  14th  (gcg)  had  decreased  to  370  by 
Sept.  5th.  Harefield  Moor,  540  on  Dec.  11th.  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park, 
40  broods;  Kensington  Gardens,  consistently  between  320  and  350  in  Jan. 
and  Feb.  on  Long  Water  and  again  from  Sept.;  Regent’s  Park,  350,  Jan. 
17th. 

K  No  complete  counts  were  received  from  the  Lower  Thames  but  the  maxi¬ 
mum  was  only  200  at  Barking  on  Dec.  1st. 

S  On  the  Thames  between  Teddington  and  Putney  the  monthly  counts  were 
generally  between  500  and  600,  apart  from  760  on  Jan.  18th. 


46  Teal 

1976/77.  See  Table  1.  The  index  cannot  be  relied  upon  in  the  absence  of 
counts  from  King  George  VI  Res. 

1976.  Larger  counts  and  breeding  season  records  are  given. 

E  William  Girling  Res.,  225  on  Feb.  15th  and  140  in  Nov.  and  Dec. 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  five  on  April  24th  and  a  drake  there  on  June  12th. 
Stocker’s  Lake,  up  to  150  in  Dec. 

M  Staines  Moor,  ‘present  in  small  numbers  throughout  summer'  (lfr). 
Staines  Res.  remained  drained  and  thus  very  attractive  for  this  species  in 
the  early  months  of  the  year,  when  the  highest  counts  were  360  on  Jan.  10th 
and  300  on  Feb.  8th ;  water  levels  again  dropped  in  the  late  summer  and  there 
were  100  on  Aug.  10th  and  185  on  Sept.  10th.  The  highest  count  received 
from  King  George  VI  Res.  was  237  on  Mar.  14th. 

B  Counts  did  not  reach  50  in  this  sector. 

K  Maximum  counts  on  the  Thames  at  Barking/Crossness/Rainham  were 
considerably  lower  than  in  1975  and  were  as  follows: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Sept  Oct  Nov  Dec 

118  280  160  150  150  150  300 

S  For  the  first  time  since  1970  no  Teal  were  reported  to  have  bred  at  Black 
Pond,  Esher.  The  winter  maxima  at  the  principal  waters  in  this  sector 
were  as  follows:  Barn  Elms  Res.,  93  in  Feb.  and  90  in  Nov.;  Island  Barn 
Res.,  250  in  Feb.  and  200  in  Dec. ;  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  228  in  Feb.  and 
227  in  Oct. 
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47  Garganey 

More  records  received  than  for  some  years,  many  observations  being  of 
unusually  large  groups.  All  spring  records  are  given,  and  autumn  records 
are  summarized. 

E  Rainham,  one  on  Aug.  5th  and  three  on  27th  (agl,to).  Walthamstow 
Res.,  two  on  Sept.  3rd  (rl).  Upminster,  a  male  on  Mar.  23rd  (eb). 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  drake  on  April  1st.  Cheshunt  G.P.  a  female  on  Sept.  2nd 
(hnhs). 

M  Staines  Moor,  a  pair  on  March  19th  (lfr).  Hampstead  Heath,  a  drake  on 
March  21st  (kes).  Brent  Res.,  one  on  July  17th  (lab)  and  four  on  Sept. 
10th  (sa).  Bushy  Park,  a  duck  on  Sept.  16th  and  17th  (mjw).  Staines 
Res.  and  Moor,  seen  on  many  dates  from  late  July  to  October,  with  a 
maximum  of  12  on  Aug.  31st. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  single  ducks  on  July  31st  and  Aug.  6th  (mtnhs). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  a  drake  on  April  8th;  up  to  four  birds  present  from  early 
August  to  October  (jgh,jc). 


49  Gadwall 

1976/77.  See  Table  1.  Numbers  have  now  been  virtually  constant  for  three 
seasons  following  the  sharp  increase  in  the  early  1970s. 

1976.  Widely  reported  in  small  numbers.  Breeding  season  records  and 
larger  counts  are  given. 

M  Present  in  May  at  Brent  Res.,  and  in  June  at  Wraysbury  Res.,  but  no 
suggestion  of  breeding.  The  largest  winter  counts  were  from  Brent  Res., 
60  in  Jan.  and  85  in  Nov. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  20  on  Dec.  12th. 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  pair  bred. 

S  The  numbers  at  Barn  Elms/Lonsdale  Road  were  much  reduced  compared 
with  recent  years,  but  by  contrast  record  numbers  occurred  at  Pen  Ponds, 
Richmond  Park  so  that  the  totals  for  this  sector  were  not  very  different 
from  1975.  The  maximum  counts  were:  Barn  Elms,  39  in  Feb.  and  47  in 
Dec.;  Richmond  Park,  36  in  Feb.  and  61  in  Dec. 


50  Wigeon 

1976/77.  See  Table  1.  The  index  cannot  be  relied  upon  in  the  absence  of 
>  counts  from  King  George  VI  Res. 

1976.  There  was  the  usual  wide  scatter  of  small  numbers.  Larger  counts 
are  given. 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  31  on  Feb.  9th,  but  not  recorded  there  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

M  Staines  Moor,  70  on  Feb.  1st  had  increased  to  130  by  8th.  Staines  Res., 
max.  75  in  Mar.  and  45  in  Dec. 

K  One  at  Barking  on  Dec.  1st  and  20  at  Rainham  on  Dec.  27th  were  the  only 
records  received  from  the  Lower  Thames  which  now  seems  to  have  been 
largely  deserted  by  this  species. 

S  Maxima  at  the  principal  localities  in  this  sector  were :  Barn  Elms,  50  in  Feb. 
and  25  in  Dec.;  Lonsdale  Road  Res.,  45  in  Mar.;  Walton  Res.,  45  in  Jan, 
and  20  in  Dec, 
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53  Shoveler 

1976/77.  See  Table  1.  The  further  increase  is  probably  genuine,  although 
the  actual  extent  of  this  is  open  to  doubt  in  the  absence  of  counts  for  King 
George  VI  Res. 

1976.  The  large  numbers  at  the  end  of  1975  in  the  West  of  the  Area  stayed 
for  the  remainder  of  the  winter.  Maxima  at  the  principal  waters  and 
Inner  London  records  are  given,  together  with  breeding  and  summering 
records. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  two  broods  were  hatched  but  neither  survived.  Winter 
maxima  were:  Walthamstow  Res.,  45  in  Feb.  and  95  in  Sept,  and  Wm. 
Girling  Res.,  142  in  Jan.  and  79  in  Dec. 

Stocker’s  Lake,  maxima  of  64  in  Jan.  and  70  in  Dec. 

Harefield  Moor,  a  pair  on  June  5th;  Staines  Moor,  a  pair  from  April  to  the 
end  of  June.  In  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  there  were  unprecedented 
numbers  with  maxima  of  512  at  King  George  VI  Res.,  on  Jan.  18th  and 
535  (which  nearly  all  flew  in  from  E)  at  Queen  Mary  Res.,  on  Feb.  15th. 
Probably  these  records  referred  to  the  same  flock  and  there  were  still  up  to 
466  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  in  March.  The  low  water  levels  at  Staines  Res. 
attracted  up  to  100  in  Jan.  and  probably  around  200  in  Aug.  and  Sept., 
but  with  the  birds  in  eclipse  and  often  distant,  accurate  counts  were 
impossible.  There  were  also  up  to  250  at  Wraysbury  Res.,  in  Sept.  Num¬ 
bers  at  the  end  of  the  year  did  not  reach  the  same  levels,  the  maxima  (which 
in  each  case  occurred  in  Nov.)  at  the  principal  localities  being:  Staines 
Res.,  135;  Queen  Mary  Res.,  250;  and  Wraysbury  Res.,  110.  Inner 
London:  in  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  up  to  seven  in  Regent’s  Park 
and  four  in  Kensington  Gardens,  with  13  in  Battersea  Park  on  Feb.  18th. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  maxima  of  24  in  Regent’s  Park  and  four  in  Kensington 
Gardens. 

Wraysbury  G.P.,  max.  75  on  Dec.  11th. 

Ruxley  G.P.,  a  pair  throughout  June.  R.  Thames  at  Barking,  21  on 
Dec.  1st. 

S  Maxima  at  the  principal  waters  were:  Barn  Elms,  47  in  Mar.  and  76  in 
Dec.;  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  100  in  Aug.;  Walton  Res.,  78  in  Jan.,  150 
in  Sept,  and  194  in  Dec. 


—  Mandarin 

As  usual,  the  majority  of  records  were  from  Surrey,  with  a  scattering  in 
the  Colne  Valley.  All  definite  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Bred  in  Hampton  Court  Park. 

S  Bred  at  Cobham,  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  Leatherhead  (two  pairs),  Thorpe. 
Pairs  present  during  the  breeding  season  in  several  other  localities. 


54  Red-crested  Pochard 

Owing  to  the  presence  of  full-winged  birds  in  the  Royal  Parks  and  in 
collections  elsewhere,  none  of  the  following  records  can  with  certainty  be 
accepted  as  wild  birds. 

E  Girling  Res.,  a  drake  on  Feb.  8th  (pjv).  Nazeing  G.P.,  three  drakes 
during  December  (jf). 

H  Broxbourne  G,P.,  one  on  Sept,  9th  and  four  drakes  on  Dec.  27th  (hnhs), 
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55  Scaup 

Observers  are  once  again  reminded  that  certain  Aythya  hybrids  can  be 
confused  with  this  species,  and  are  therefore  asked  to  submit  field  notes 
for  either  sex. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  up  to  six  in  February,  three  being  present  until  March 
14th  (jf).  King  George  V  Res.,  a  drake  and  two  ducks  on  April  25th,  and 
a  pair  on  May  1st  (pjv);  a  drake  on  Nov.  6th  (jf).  William  Girling  Res., 
a  female  on  March  14th  (pjv). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  a  duck  on  Dec.  4th  (eeg). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  six  drakes  on  Aug.  8th  and  a  single  duck  on  Aug.  22nd 
(jgh,jc). 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  an  immature  drake  on  Jan.  18th  (dp).  Walton  Res.,  a 
drake  on  April  8th  (per). 

56  Tufted  Duck 

1976/77.  See  Table  1.  Numbers  declined  for  the  fifth  successive  season  to 
the  lowest  level  since  1968/69. 


1976.  This  species  continues  to  breed  in  good  numbers,  clearly  demon¬ 
strated  in  the  following  table  which  shows  the  minimum  number  of  broods 
and  sites  reported: 


Essex 

Herts 

Middx 

7.  Lond 

Bucks 

Kent 

Surrey 

Total 

1975  broods 

62 

86 

10 

12 

11 

14 

195 

sites 

8 

5 

2 

— 

4 

6 

28 

1976  broods 

83 

60 

19 

22 

10 

2 

7 

203 

sites 

4 

7 

8 

4 

2 

2 

6 

33 

It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  there  was  a  good  deal  of  variation  in  the 
sites  from  which  records  were  received  in  the  two  years.  Concentrations 
in  excess  of  ten  broods  were  reported  from  Nazeing  and  Fisher’s  Green 
G.Ps.  (E) — 55  broods;  Walthamstow  Res.  (E) — 23;  Rye  Meads  (H) — 11; 
and  Stocker’s  and  Springwell  G.Ps.  (H) — 14.  The  Inner  London  records 
came  from  Surrey  Docks  (two  broods),  Southwark  Park  (two  pairs)  and 
Buckingham  Palace,  as  well  as  from  the  central  parks  where  the  largest 
population  was  at  St.  James’s  Park— 65  young  hatched. 

Counts  of  500  or  more  are  detailed  below.  Note  again  the  late  summer 
concentrations  on  certain  of  the.  West  London  reservoirs. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  515  on  Jan.  18th  and  1,400  on  Feb.  15th;  at  the  end  of 
the  year  530  on  Nov.  14th  and  810  on  Dec.  12th. 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  over  500  on  Oct.  23rd. 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  680  on  Aug.  11th  had  increased  to  1,200  by  29th. 
Wraysbury  Res.,  1,200  on  July  18th  and  24th  and  between  530  and  730  in 
the  last  three  months  of  the  year. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  513  on  Nov.  14th. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  515  on  Dec.  4th;  Walton  Res.,  500-520  Aug.  1st  and  15th. 
57  Pochard 

J976/77.  See  Table  1.  In  contrast  to  the  sharp  decline  in  Tufted  Ducks 
this  species  remained  in  similar  numbers  to  the  previous  season. 

1976.  Breeding  records  and  larger  counts  are  given.  As  with  Tufted  Duck, 
note  the  concentrations  that  occurred  in  August,  which  were  larger  than 
any  of  the  winter  assemblies. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  six  broods;  the  highest  winter  count  there  was  380  in 
Feb,  King  George  V  Res.,  530  on  Dec.  12th, 
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H  The  largest  count  received  for  this  sector  was  190  at  Broxbourne  G.P.  on 
Nov.  27th. 

M  Brent  Res.,  a  pair  on  June  1st;  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  one  brood.  Brent 
Res.,  400  on  Jan.  1st;  Queen  Mary  Res.  550  on  Aug.  11th;  Staines  Res., 
550  on  Aug.  9th.  The  highest  winter  count  for  the  sector  was  300  on  Jan. 
9th  at  Brent  Res.  Inner  London:  bred  at  Regent’s  Park,  Hyde  Park/ 
Kensington  Gardens  (two  pairs)  and  St.  James’s  Park  (c.  20  young  reared). 

K  On  the  Lower  Thames,  80  were  recorded  at  Rainham  in  Jan.  and  88  in 
Dec. ;  the  only  other  report  was  of  35  in  the  Upper  Pool  on  Dec.  1st.  Away 
from  the  river,  numbers  did  not  exceed  40. 

S  The  largest  counts  were  150  at  Island  Barn  Res.,  and  Walton  Res.,  both 
in  Oct.,  and  110  at  Barn  Elms  Res.,  in  Dec. 


60  Goldeneye 

1976/77.  See  Table  1.  There  was  almost  certainly  a  decline,  but  the  extent 
is  uncertain  in  the  absence  of  counts  from  King  George  VI  Res. 

1976.  As  usual  small  numbers  reported  from  a  scattering  of  waters  in  all 
sectors ;  the  larger  counts  are  given. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  21  in  Feb.  and  20  in  Dec.;  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  20-22 
Jan.  to  Mar.  and  16  in  Dec.  Some  interchange  of  numbers  occurs  between 
these  two  sites. 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  15  in  Mar. 

M  Kempton  Park  Res.,  13  in  Feb.  and  nine  in  Dec.;  King  George  VI  Res., 
19  in  Jan.;  Queen  Mary  Res.,  57  to  71  Jan.  to  Mar.  and  30  to  36  in  Nov. 
and  Dec.;  Staines  Res.,  14  in  Feb.  and  20  in  Nov.;  Wraysbury  Res.,  48  in 
Mar. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  29  in  Jan.  and  Feb.  and  33  in  Dec. 

S  Walton  Res.,  33  in  Mar.  and  20  in  Dec. 

61  Long-tailed  Duck 

M  Staines  Res.,  a  female  from  Dec.  12th  into  the  new  year  (cww). 

* 

62  Velvet  Scoter 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  a  female  on  Dec.  29th  (hnhs). 

64  Common  Scoter 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  a  female  on  July  31st  (pjv). 

M  Staines  Res.,  four  on  April  30th  (lfr),  a  drake  remaining  until  May  2nd 
(mo);  two  ducks  on  Sept.  25th  and  a  single  duck  on  Oct.  10th  (dg,mjw). 
Queen  Mary  Res.,  a  duck  on  Apr.  25th  (rpb,pn). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  a  duck  on  April  9th  (jd).  Barn  Elms  Res.,  a  duck  on 
Oct.  25th  (wr).  Walton  Res.,  a  duck  on  Oct.  30th  (ml*/). 

67  Eider 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  a  female  on  three  dates  during  March  (je,mjr),  and  two 
immature  drakes  on  Nov.  4th  (rde). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  a  female  from  December  1975  until  the  end  of  February 
(mo). 
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S  Island  Barn  Res.,  a  drake  which  had  been  present  since  December  1973 
was  last  seen  on  June  19th  (dp). 


—  Ruddy  Duck 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  drake  present  since  December  1975  stayed  until  early 
May  (mo).  Troy  Mill  G.P.,  a  drake  from  Dec.  10th  to  12th  (rrd,igj,pjs^). 
Hilfield  Park  Res.,  a  pair  from  Dec.  21st  to  29th  (hnhs). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  a  drake  on  Dec.  5th  (pn). 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  17th  (dp). 


69  Red-breasted  Merganser 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  a  pair  on  April  1st.  William  Girling  and  King 
George  V  Res.,  a  drake  from  Nov.  21st  into  1977  (jf  et  al.). 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  three  on  Feb.  1st,  one  remaining  until  9th 
(ths  et  al.).  Regent’s  Park,  two  on  Feb.  12th  (jpw). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  or  two  females  throughout  February  and  until  March 
7th,  and  up  to  four  in  December  (mo). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  on  Feb.  7th  (psa),  one  on  9th  (wr),  two  drakes  on 
April  21st  (wr)  and  six  ‘brownheads’  on  Nov.  13th  (psa).  Walton  Res., 
a  brownhead’  on  Feb.  13th  and  15th  (pc/,co). 


70  Goosander 

1976/77.  See  Table  1.  Numbers  slumped  this  season  to  the  same  level  as 
1970/71 ;  no  other  seasons  have  recorded  such  low  maxima. 

1976.  Maxima  for  the  principal  localities  are  given. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  18  to  20  in  Feb.  and  Mar.;  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  33  in 
Feb.  and  25  in  Dec. 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  22  in  Mar. ;  Queen  Mary  Res.,  60  in  Feb.  but  only 
11  at  the  end  of  the  year;  Staines  Res.,  23  in  Jan.  and  14  to  15  in  Nov.  and 
Dec.  In  addition  17  in  Hampton  Court  Park  on  Mar.  3rd  (kfb)  is  somewhat 
unusual. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  14  in  Feb.  and  15  in  Dec. 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  30  in  Feb.  and  18  in  Dec.;  Walton  Res.,  25  in  Feb.  and 
13  in  Dec. 

71  Smew 

1976/77.  See  Table  1.  Numbers  remained  at  the  same  minimal  level  as  in 
the  previous  season. 

1976.  Monthly  maxima  are  given  or  summarized  for  the  principal  waters 
+  and  all  other  records  are  given. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  two  on  Feb.  15th  and  one  on  Mar.  14th.  Waltham¬ 
stow  Res.,  three  on  Jan.  31st. 

Stocker’s  Lake,  a  brownhead  from  Feb.  11th  to  Mar.  10th. 

Brent  Res.,  up  to  ten  in  Jan.  to  Mar.,  one  in  Nov.  and  four  in  Dec. 
Kempton  Park  Res.,  three  in  Feb.  and  five  in  Mar.  Stoke  Newington 
Res.,  seven  in  Jan.  and  two  in  Feb.  one  in  Nov.  and  four  in  Dec.  Wood 
Green  Res.,  three  to  four  in  Jan.  and  Feb. 
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B  Datchet  Res.,  one  in  Feb.  and  Mar.;  Horton  G.P.,  two  in  Dec.  Wraysbury 
G.P.,  up  to  11  in  Jan.  to  Mar.,  one  in  Nov.  and  four  in  Dec. 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  a  ‘brownhead’  on  Jan.  10th. 

S  R.  Thames  at  Petersham,  a  ‘brownhead’  on  Feb.  1st.;  Walton  Res.,  up  to 
seven  in  Jan.-Mar. 


73  Shelduck 

Although  pairs  were  widely  reported  in  April  and  May,  most  did  not  stay 
and  only  two  pairs  definitely  bred  this  year  compared  with  seven  in  1975. 
Details  of  all  these,  and  large  counts  are  given. 

E  Rainham,  one  pair  bred. 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  two  pairs  on  Apr.  18th. 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  a  pair  raised  nine  ducklings;  Kempton  Park  Res.,  a 
pair  in  May  and  early  June  may  have  attempted  to  breed.  Pairs  were 
reported  in  April  but  not  subsequently  from  Brent  Res.,  Laleham,  Perry 
Oaks  S.F.  and'Staines  Moor.  This  species  continued  to  frequent  Staines 
Res.,  when  it  was  drained  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  and  in  the  autumn, 
the  maxima  for  each  month  being : 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  Aug  Sep  Oct 
11  33  20  9  11  13  6 

There  were  up  to  11  at  Queen  Mary  Res.,  in  Mar. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  up  to  three  pairs  in  April,  but  none  stayed  to  breed. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  pair  present  during  the  summer;  Thamesmead,  a 
pair  present  in  early  May;  Sevenoaks,  a  pair  present  in  May.  Monthly 
maxima  for  the  Thames  were  as  follows : 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

69  250  34  —  11  —  40  —  30  162  81  100 

The  largest  numbers  were  usually  at  Thurrock,  with  smaller  concentrations 
in  the  Woolwich  to  Rainham  sectors.  None  was  reported  from  further 
upstream  this  year,  although  there  were  eight  at  Surrey  Docks  (S)  on 
Feb.  3rd. 

S  Walton  Res.,  a  pair  on  Apr.  25th  and  June  16th. 

74  Ruddy  Shelduck 

All  records  probably  relate  to  birds  of  captive  origin. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  duck  throughout  the  year,  and  a  drake  from  January 
to  April.  Hornchurch,  a  female  on  April  19th  (dm). 

K  Swanscombe,  a  duck  on  May  16th  (jnw). 


—  Grey  Goose  sp. 

E  Rainham,  10  flying  east  on  Dec.  23rd  were  thought  by  the  observer  to  be 
Whitefronts  (mkd).  Ockenden,  four  on  Dec.  29th  (mja). 

K  Orpington,  about  20  flew  south  on  Oct.  1st  (rjc).  St.  Paul’s  Cray,  seven 
probable  Whitefronts  flew  south-west  on  Dec.  24th  (khp). 
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75  Greylag  Goose 

Most  records  relate  to  birds  originating  from  introduced  stock.  Breeding 
records  and  larger  counts  are  given. 

H  Bred  at  Stocker’s  Lake  and  Royal  Oak  G.P. 

M  Bred  at  Moorhall  G.P.  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  maximum  25  in  December. 
K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  25  young  from  six  broods;  maximum  201  in  September 

(JGH,JC). 

76  White-fronted  Goose 

H  Rye  Meads,  14  in  flight  on  Feb.  1st  (lvpg).  West  Hyde,  20  flew  north  on 
Dec.  24th  (rrd,igj). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  singles  on  Feb.  22nd  and  Dec.  30th  (jgh,jc). 

[78  Bean  Goose] 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  a  single  bird  present  from  May  30th  to  the  end  of  the  year 
must  be  regarded  as  an  escape  (jgh,jc). 

80  Brent  Goose 

H  Troy  Mill  G.P.,  15  flew  east  on  April  18th  (rrd). 

K  Dartford,  16  flew  up  the  Thames  on  Jan.  14th  (drg);  50  were  seen  flying 
south  near  Gravesend  on  Oct.  30th  (lfw),  and  60  flew  west  over  Greenhithe 
on  Dec.  15th  (jgh,jc).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  a  first-winter  bird  was  killed  by  a 
fox  on  Feb.  9th  (jgh,jc). 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  Thames  records  correlate  with  recent 
evidence  of  skeins  flying  overland  across  Kent  from  the  Medway  Estuary 
to  the  South  Coast,  given  in  Kent  Bird  Rep.  24  :  95-8. 


81  Barnacle  Goose 

All  records  are  probably  of  feral  birds. 

H/M  Up  to  four  seen  at  several  gravel  pits  in  the  Colne  Valley  during  April  and 
May. 

M  Syon  Park,  one  on  Dec.  12th  (dgh). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Feb.  15th  (agd,jah,avm/?,pn). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  May  3rd  (jgh,jc). 

S  Gatton  Park,  one  or  two  on  several  dates  in  spring  (fmk,etk). 

82  Canada  Goose 

Breeding  records  and  larger  counts  are  given. 

E  Bred  at  Walthamstow  Res.  (8  pairs),  Wanstead  Park  (1  pair)  and  Nazeing 
(1  pair). 

H  Bred  at  Cheshunt  (1  pair),  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.  (2  pairs),  Stocker’s  Lake 
(3  pairs)  and  Maple  Cross  S.F.  (2  pairs).  Maximum  at  Stocker’s  Lake 
225  on  Sept.  27th  (rrd). 

M  67  young  raised  in  the  Harefield  area  (rnhs).  Also  bred  at  Bushy  Park 
(3  pairs),  and  one  pair  each  at  Gunnersbury  Park,  Kempton  Park  and 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1976 


23 


Shepperton  G.P.  Staines  Res.,  230  on  Sept.  22nd  (mjw).  Harefield  Moor 
G.P.,  260+  on  Sept.  17th  (jrb).  Inner  London:  bred  in  St.  James’s  Park, 
Regent’s  Park  (2  pairs)  and  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens  (4  pairs); 
maximum  count  in  Hyde  Park  was  172  in  December. 

B  Bred  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  and  Horton  G.P.  Maximum  at  Wraysbury  was 
280  on  Aug.  29th  (gc). 

K  Darenth  Pits,  18  young  raised.  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  maximum  300+  in 
September  (jgh,jc). 

S  Six  pairs  bred  at  Gatton  Park,  and  one  pair  in  Richmond  Park.  Thorpe 
G.P.,  132  on  Feb.  8th  (dkw).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  two  on  Feb. 
24th  (re a). 

84  Mute  Swan 

Breeding  pairs  were  reported  as  follows : 

Totals 

Essex  Herts  Middx  I.  Load  Bucks  Kent  Surrey  1976  1975 

Pairs  *  6  13  7  3  2  4  5  40  41 

Localities  5  6*  4*  3  1  4  5  28  34 

*  Precise  details  were  not  received  for  the  Colne  Valley  which  is  therefore  counted  as  only 
one  locality  in  each  sector. 

Counts  in  excess  of  50  are  given  or  summarized  below. 

E  Tilehouse  G.P.,  75  on  Nov.  13th;  Troy  Mill  G.P.,  up  to  72  in  Jan,  and 
Feb.  and  52  in  July  and  Aug. 

M  Harefield  Moor,  55  on  Nov.  23rd. 

K  R.  Thames,  82  at  Silvertown  on  Dec.  1st. 

85  Whooper  Swan 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.  three  flew  south  on  Jan.  19th  (lvpg). 

86  Bewick’s  Swan 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  two  on  Jan.  1st  (hnhs). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  six  flew  north-west  on  Feb.  1st  (avm«,pn). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  six  stayed  for  about  a  week  from  Feb.  1st  (cjg). 

91  Buzzard 

H  Rye  Meads,  one  on  Oct.  10th  (bt). 

M  Inner  London:  one  mobbed  by  gulls  over  Regent’s  Park  on  Sept.  30th 
(dw  per  jpw). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  a  dark-phase  bird  attracted  down  to  a  captive  bird  on 
Apr.  3rd  (jc,jgh). 

S  Forest  Hill,  an  escaped  bird  reported  sitting  in  a  tree  on  July  30th; 
subsequently  its  photograph  appeared  in  the  local  press  ( per  kco). 
Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  24th  (mjn). 

Buzzard  sp. 

E  Ongar,  one  on  Oct.  3rd  (gtc).  Berwick  Pond,  Rainham,  one  on  Nov. 
13th  (ebwps).  Wanstead  Park,  one  on  Sept.  26th.  All  described  as 
‘probably  Common’. 

M  Inner  London:  one  seen  from  the  sixth  floor  of  the  British  Railways 
Building  in  Marylebone  Road  on  Sept.  24th  (pp,ms  per  jpw);  Regent’s 
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Park,  one  soaring  high  over  the  Zoo,  pursued  by  a  Carrion  Crow,  in  early 
March  (gt  per  jpw).  Acton,  one  gliding  and  soaring  SW  on  Aug.  14th 
(jf  k). 

K  Gravesend,  one  on  Apr.  12th  (mjc).  Hoblingwell  Wood,  one  being  mobbed 
as  it  flew  S  on  Oct.  8th  (khp).  One  bird  on  three  dates  from  Sept.  26th  to 
Oct.  31st  in  the  Joyden’s  Wood  to  Bexley  area  (drg). 

93  Sparrowhawk 

An  encouraging  increase  in  the  number  of  breeding  birds  with  up  to  nine 
pairs  attempting  to  nest,  unfortunately  none  outside  Surrey  which  still 
remains  its  stronghold.  Numbers  dropped  considerably  in  Kent,  though 
birds  were  present  at  suitable  sites  throughout  the  summer.  North  of  the 
Thames  the  picture  is  unchanged — very  scarce  with  only  passage  or  winter 
records,  none  at  all  in  Essex. 

Accepted  records  are  given  below  in  full,  but  those  for  Surrey  are  sum¬ 
marized. 

H  Chorleywood,  one  on  Nov.  27th  (je). 

B  Woodlands  Park,  a  female  on  Apr.  6th  (pn).  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on 
Aug.  6th  and  a  female  there  on  Sept.  19th  (mtnhs,jah). 

K  Knockholt,  one  on  Aug.  15th  (gbc).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  soaring  E  on 
Apr.  11th,  a  female  there  on  May  5th,  caught  and  killed  a  Robin,  and 
single  females  seen  there  on  June  23rd,  Sept.  4th  and  Dec.  26th  (jc,jgh). 

S  All  of  the  breeding  birds  were  towards  the  boundary  of  the  area,  but  with 
up  to  nine  pairs  attempting  to  nest,  easily  the  best  numbers  since  the  late- 
1950s,  the  signs  are  encouraging.  Six  pairs  nested  fairly  close  to  each 
other,  two  of  which  were  successful.  Arbrook  Common,  one  on  Mar.  4th 
and  a  male  there  on  Apr.  28th  (dkjw).  Ashtead  Common,  a  female  on 
Jan.  3rd  (mjm).  Banstead  Downs  one  on  Apr.  30th  and  July  4th.  Birch- 
wood,  Caterham,  a  female  on  June  13th.  Brooklands  Aerodrome,  a 
female  on  Mar.  28th  and  another  on  Sept.  27th  (jgt).  Epsom  Common, 
a  female  on  Apr.  9th  (jet),  May  9th  (ecn)  and  on  June  5th  one  carrying 
prey(sG).  Farthing  Downs,  one  on  Oct.  9th  (jsn).  A  female  near  Hampton 
Court  on  Feb.  19th  flew  off  NE  (nf).  Oxshott,  a  male  on  May  18th  (jrm). 
Streatham  Common,  a  male  on  July  23rd  disappeared  in  the  direction  of 
Croydon  (mjn). 

95  Red  Kite 

E  Havering,  one  found  freshly  dead  on  Apr.  6th  had  been  ringed  as  a  nestling 
at  Sachsendorf,  Wurzen,  East  Germany,  on  June  10th,  1972.  On  dissection 
at  Tring  it  was  found  to  be  a  female  (ddw  per  ebwps). 

**  This  is  the  second  foreign-ringed  Red  Kite  to  be  recovered  in  Britain.  It 
is  the  sixth  record  for  the  London  Area  this  century. 

98  Honey  Buzzard 

An  exceptional  year  with  three  records,  including  one  in  Inner  London. 
The  only  other  records  this  century  are  of  single  birds  in  1954,  1959  and 
1974. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  Ilford,  an  early  record  of  one  on  Apr.  17th  (ag/,to). 

M  Inner  London,  Regent’s  Park,  one  flying  over  on  Sept.  22nd  (jpw). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res.,  one  on  three  dates  between  Nov.  16th  and  21st  when  it 
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was  found  in  a  weak  condition,  taken  to  London  Zoo  where  it  died  two 
days  later  (dw).  A  post-mortem  revealed  worm  infestation  and  kidney 
failure,  but  also  the  remains  of  wasps  in  the  intestine. 

99  Marsh  Harrier 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  a  second-year  female  on  Aug.  27th  (njg,mjn). 

The  first  occurrence  in  ten  years  virtually  to  the  day,  and  the  seventh  record 
for  the  London  Area  this  century. 

100/2  Harrier  sp. 

H  Brookmans  Park,  one  on  Aug.  7th,  considered  by  the  observer  to  be  almost 
certainly  a  Hen  Harrier  (ew). 

103  Osprey 

An  excellent  year  with  at  least  eight  individuals. 

E  Fisher’s  Green,  one  at  a  trout  hatchery  on  Sept.  1 9th  (lvpg). 

H  Rye  Meads,  one  flying  over  on  May  11th  (hpm). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  5th  (dg,mw^). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Sept.  22nd  (jah,mtnhs).  Datchet  Res.,  singles  on 
Sept.  25th  and  Oct.  2nd  (twa). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  single  birds  on  Apr.  29th  and  May  5th  (jc,jgh). 

S  Gatton  Park,  one  from  May  28th  to  30th  (rhc). 

104  Hobby 

A  good  year,  with  three  pairs,  two  South  of  the  Thames,  all  nesting  success¬ 
fully.  All  records  refer  to  single  birds  except  where  stated. 

H  Moor  Park,  July  28th  (hnhs).  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  Sept.  9th  (gjw).  Else¬ 
where  one  pair  raised  two  young. 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  May  26th  (pn).  Kempton  Park  May  12th  (hrg). 
Queen  Mary  Res.,  Aug.  9th  (wmcc)  and  Aug.  30th  (hrg).  An  adult  with 
fully  grown  immature  on  Aug.  14th  and  Sept.  2nd  (pc/).  Staines  Res., 
one  on  Aug.  18th  (lfr)  and  Sept.  2nd  (mjr). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  June  14th  and  several  dates  in  July  (jc,jgh). 

S  Two  pairs  bred,  raising  four  young  between  them,  both  at  previously  known 
sites,  and  an  adult  in  suitable  territory  in  the  south  of  the  area  in  mid-July. 
Oxted,  one  on  May  8th  (kco).  Walton  on  Thames,  one  on  June  12th  (co), 
the  same  day  as  one  at  Limpsfield  Chart.  Bookham  Common,  one  on 
June  22nd,  stooping  at  a  Swallow  (cm  per  gb).  Headley  Heath,  a  male  on 
June  20th  (pc/)  and  one  chasing  Swifts  over  Epsom  on  June  30th  (esb). 
Claygate  Common,  a  male  on  Aug.  4th  (pc/).  Alleyn’s  School,  SE22,  one 
flying  S  on  Sept.  27th  (bb). 

105  Peregrine 

M  Northwood  Hills,  one  flying  over  on  Oct.  10th  (mc).  Potters  Bar,  one 
flying  ENE  on  Nov.  21st,  considered  by  the  observer  (jpw)  to  be  of  the 
Scandinavian  race. 

107  Merlin 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  a  male  trapped  and  ringed  on  Apr.  19th  (hrg). 
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108  Red-footed  Falcon 

* 

H  Amwell,  a  female  on  Sept.  9th  (br). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  this  is  the  fourth  record  for 
the  London  Area  this  century.  All  records  have  been  since  1962. 

110  Kestrel 

All  reports  of  breeding  are  summarized  in  the  following  table : 

Essex  Herts  Mx/ Bucks  Inner  L.  Kent  Surrey  Total 
Proved  Breeding  6  —  21  7  6  19  59 

Possible  Breeding  —  1  5  2  4  4  16 

75 

As  in  previous  years,  the  total  remains  steady  at  about  70  breeding  pairs, 
though  last  year’s  high  figure  of  92  is  possibly  more  realistic,  as  no  records 
of  proven  breeding  came  from  Hertfordshire  this  year  against  ten  last  year 
and  none  in  1974.  The  numbers  in  the  Mx/Bucks  area  continue  to  rise. 
Even  more  encouraging  is  the  number  of  pairs  in  Central  London,  now  at 
seven  pairs.  High  density  nesting  was  noted  in  Richmond  and  Hampton 
Court  Parks,  though  once  again  some  sites  are  in  danger  of  disappearing 
owing  to  trees  being  felled. 

All  Inner  London  breeding-season  records  are  given  below : 

Acre  Lane,  one  pair  bred  at  a  new  site.  Exhibition  Road,  S.  Kensington, 
one  pair  with  two  young  subsequently  seen  at  Imperial  College  (rjc,sc). 
British  Railways  building,  Marylebone,  one  pair  reared  two  young  (jpw). 
Mansell  St.,  adult  with  two  flying  young  in  July  (jh).  Regent’s  Park,  two 
pairs  bred  rearing  a  total  of  five  young  (jpw).  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington 
Gardens,  seen  daily  throughout  the  year,  display  and  mating  seen  but  no 
other  evidence  of  breeding  (dab).  Surrey  Docks,  a  pair  with  two  young  in 
early  July  (rea).  Westminster  Bridge  Road,  one  pair  nested  near  Christ 
Church  (pjs«). 


115  Red-legged  Partridge 

All  records  are  given. 

E  Chingford,  two  in  July.  Fisher’s  Green,  30  on  Apr.  4th  (jf),  Hainault, 
four  pairs,  and  three  pairs  at  Havering  (mkd).  Hornchurch,  12  on  Dec. 
8th  (in).  Three  broods  at  Nazeing  (lvpg).  Sewardstone,  three  pairs  (cf/j). 
H  Amwell,  two  broods  totalling  nine  young  (lvpg).  Croxley  Green,  one  on 
Nov.  27th  (trd).  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  two  on  May  25th  (hnhs).  London 
Colney,  six  on  Mar.  23rd  (lkw).  A  pair  at  Stanborough  on  May  29th 
(gcg). 

M  Bridgefoot,  Potters  Bar,  a  family  party  with  unfledged  young  (rfs)  and  a 
single  bird  at  Ponders  End  S.F.  on  Apr.  9th  (prh). 

B  Woodlands  Park,  Iver,  a  pair. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  lower  numbers  than  usual,  maximum  of  six  on  Nov.  14th, 
possibly  bred. 

S  Chessington  Park  Farm,  12  present  all  year  but  no  breeding  details  (arl). 
Oxshott,  13  on  Dec.  26th  (esb).  Reigate  Heath,  a  pair  on  May  11th  (rhc). 
Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  up  to  five  between  January  and  April;  a  pair 
with  five  young  in  late  August  and  three  adults  and  five  young  on  Sept.  6th ; 
seven  birds  still  present  in  December  (rea), 
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116  Partridge 

A  noticeable  increase,  with  the  highest  numbers  for  many  years  from 
Middlesex  and  more  pairs  than  usual  in  Surrey.  After  the  decline  in  1973 
and  1974  the  signs  for  the  future  are  encouraging. 

Breeding-season  localities  (one  pair  unless  otherwise  stated)  and  coveys  of 
over  five  are  given. 

E  Hainault,  Havering  and  Rainham.  Nazeing,  ten  in  December  (jf). 
Thurrock,  seven  on  Jan.  3rd  (pc).  Upminster,  six  during  July  (rl). 

H  Pairs  at  Amwell,  Cheshunt  G.P.,  Stanborough  and  Symondshyde.  Hatfield, 
12  on  Jan.  15th  (lkw). 

M  Breeding  recorded  in  Bushy  Park  (six  pairs),  Staines  Moor  (two  pairs), 
Hampton  Court  Park  (14  pairs),  Bridgefoot,  Potters  Bar,  Osterley  Park 
(12  pairs),  Bushy  Park  35  on  Jan.  2nd  (kfb).  Staines  Moor  17  in  November 
(lfr,avm«)  and  22  there  in  December  (pn).  Osterley  Park,  37  on  Dec.  29th 
(dgh). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.  (2  pairs),  Woodlands  Park  (2  pairs). 

K  Littlebrook,  Stone  Marshes,  Dartford  Marsh,  Swanscombe,  Cross  Ness 
S.F.,  and  Plumstead  Marsh  all  held  several  pairs.  Dartford  Marsh,  17 
regularly  during  the  winter  (drg). 

S  Chessington  Park  Farm  (3  pairs).  Beddington  S.F.,  Richmond  Park  (4 
pairs),  and  Slyfield.  Up  to  nine  at  Woodlands  Park  on  Aug.  15th  (dp). 


118  Pheasant 

Possibly  a  slight  increase  in  the  numbers.  In  recent  years  the  population 
appears  to  have  remained  unaltered,  with  birds  breeding  mainly  in  Surrey 
and  Middlesex.  This  year  birds  appeared  for  the  first  time  at  Alexandra 
Palace  in  winter,  and  records  from  51  localities  in  Hertfordshire  were 
received. 


120  Water  Rail 

Last  year’s  noted  increase  appears  to  have  continued,  and  one  pair  bred. 
All  sites  of  winter  occurrence  are  given  (singles  unless  otherwise  stated). 

E  Abridge  S.F.,  Fishers  Green  (2),  Nazeing,  Rainham  (3),  Sewardstone  (2). 

H  Singles  at  Cassiobury  Park,  Cr oxley  Green,  Stocker’s  Lake,  Watford.  Two 
throughout  the  winter  at  Cheshunt  G.P.  (hnhs).  Three  at  the  River  Chess 
watercress  beds  and  four  at  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  on  Nov.  14th  (hb). 

M  Brent  Res.,  up  to  four  in  October  (sa).  Darlands  Lake,  two  in  January 
(lkw)  and  two  at  Ruislip  L.N.R.  on  Aug.  17th  (rnhs).  Elsewhere  singles 
at  Bushy  Park,  Harefield  Moor,  Springwell  and  Hampstead  Heath. 

B  Singles  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  and  Wraysbury  Park. 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  up  to  three  throughout  the  winter  (rjc).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  six 
in  January  and  one  pair  bred  successfully  (jc,jgh).  Singles  at  Crayfordness, 
Foots  Cray  Meadows,  Littlebrook,  Springhead  and  Swanscombe. 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  two  during  February  and  March  (am,kdm)  and  two  along 
the  River  Mole  at  Leatherhead  in  January  (mhr).  Barn  Elms  Res.,  Gatton 
Park,  Godstone  Pond,  Holmethorpe,  Lonsdale  Road  Res.,  and  Richmond 
Park. 
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125  Corncrake 

After  no  records  for  seven  years,  four  in  one  year  were  quite  unexpected. 
Most  remarkably  the  records  show  a  pattern  of  alignment  diagonally 
through  Essex,  suggesting  that  falls  of  Continental  birds  may  have  occurred. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  Ilford,  a  tired  migrant  on  Aug.  13th  (ag /).  Navestock,  one 
on  Aug.  11th  (nn).  Harlow  Common,  one  in  August  brought  to  hand  by 
observer’s  labrador,  was  subsequently  released  unharmed  (djg  per  Field 
249  :  885). 

K  Sw'anscombe  Marsh,  one  on  Sept.  12th  (gbc). 


126  Moorhen 

A  return  to  normal  numbers  after  last  year’s  decline,  with  over  six  records 
of  high  numbers  together.  All  Inner  London  records  are  given  and 
gatherings  of  over  50. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  25  on  Jan.  17th.  Breeding  confirmed  later 
in  the  year  (jpw).  St.  James’s  Park,  30  on  Jan.  15th  and  18  on  May  6th. 
Breeding  also  proved  (pjo). 

K  River  Fleet,  Northfleet,  69  on  Feb.  29th,  83  on  Mar.  11th,  77  on  Apr.  15th 
(lfw).  Springhead,  c.  60  on  Apr.  9th  (rfs). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  190  on  Aug.  3rd  (pjs)  and  one  feeding  on  corpse  of  a  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gull  on  Dec.  13th  (pse).  Inner  London:  Southwark  Park, 
three  broods  seen  (rea);  Surrey  Docks  up  to  10  in  January,  13  in  February, 
four  pairs  present  in  May,  two  of  which  bred  successfully  (rea). 

127  Coot 

Larger  counts  and  Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  max.  of  745  in  Jan.  and  over  500  in  Feb.,  July  and  Aug. ; 
numbers  never  fell  below  224  (May). 

H  Troy  Mill  G.P.,  770  in  Jan.  and  710  in  Feb.,  with  over  500  in  Sept.,  Nov. 
and  Dec. 

M  The  highest  counts  received  were  only  450  at  Brent  Res.,  in  Feb.  and 
Wraysbury  Res.,  in  Oct.  Inner  London:  breeding  reported  from  Hyde 
Park/Kensington  Gardens  (seven  nests),' Regent’s  Park,  St.  James’s  Park. 

B  Tilehouse  G.P.,  520  in  Nov.  and  640  in  Dec. 

K  The  highest  count  from  this  sector  was  140  at  Ruxley  G.P.,  in  Jan. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  640  to  750  in  last  three  months  of  the  year;  Walton  Res., 
610  in  Nov.  and  560  in  Dec.  Inner  London:  did  not  breed  at  Surrey  Docks 
•  this  year;  Southwark  Park  (two  broods). 


131  Oystercatcher 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  15th  (pjv).  Nazeing,  one  on  Dec.  17th  (mc?). 
Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  Apr.  10th,  one  on  June  26th,  six  on  July  11th  and 
four  on  July  4th  (jmh).  A  pair  with  young  were  seen  during  the  breeding 
season  (ag/,  et  a!.). 

H  Rye  Meads,  one  on  Mar.  6th  (hnhs). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  one  flying  N  on  May  26th  (pn).  Staines  Res.,  singles 
on  Mar.  27th  and  Apr.  30th  (lfr),  Aug.  17th  (gc,mjr,ps^)  and  two  on  Aug. 
31st  (jf k). 
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K  Crayfordness,  two  on  Mar.  28th  (gbc).  Dartford  Marsh,  one  pair  present 
during  May  and  June  but  no  evidence  of  breeding  (drg),  two  on  July  26th 
(baf).  Gravesend,  one  calling  at  night  on  Nov.  13th  (mjc).  Swanscombe 
Marsh,  one  flying  up  river  on  May  23rd  (khp).  Woolwich,  three  flying  up 
river  on  Aug.  7th  (jfw). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  singles  on  Apr.  24th  (psa),  and  on  Aug.  4th  (wr,pjs«). 
Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  flew  low  over  the  docks  on  May  5th  and 
one  W  on  Aug.  25th  (rea). 


133  Lapwing 

The  largest  cold-weather  movement  was  reported  from  Sevenoaks  G.P.  on 
Jan.  30th  when  up  to  1,800  per  hour  were  observed  moving  WSW  from 
07.30  to  09.30  hrs.  On  the  same  date  c.  250  were  reported  moving  SSW 
over  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens  (dab)  and  181  flying  in  the  same 
direction  over  Regent’s  Park  (jpw).  Return  passage  was  noted  at  Sevenoaks 
G.P.  from  Feb.  8th,  with  numbers  reaching  maximum  on  the  14th  when 
well  over  1,000  were  observed  flying  NE  (jc,jgh). 

The  largest  winter  flocks  were  reported  at  Symondshyde  (H)  and  in  the 
Staines  area,  with  numbers  in  excess  of  1,500  during  early  January,  and 
counts  in  the  Staines  area  remained  at  over  1,000  throughout  the  month 
(kfb,gcg,avm«,pn). 

Breeding  records  were  received  from  Essex,  Middlesex,  Kent  and  Surrey; 
18  successful  broods  were  reported. 

The  remarkable  consistency  of  post-breeding  dispersal  dates  was  again 
evident  with  the  first  report  on  June  11th;  the  majority  of  movements  were 
north-westerly. 


134  Ringed  Plover 

The  first  record  for  the  year  away  from  the  Thames  was  of  two  at  Longford 
G.P.  (M)  on  Feb.  28th.  Two  were  also  present  on  the  following  day  at 
Staines  Res.  (M),  one  remaining  until  Mar.  3rd  (je,avm«,pn).  Between 
Mar.  14th  and  May  29th  there  were  small  numbers  at  eight  inland  localities, 
the  peak  count  being  five  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  (B)  on  Apr.  2nd  (gc). 

On  the  Thames  marshes  pairs  were  recorded  in  the  breeding  season  as 
follows:  Dartford  Marsh  (K),  a  pair  with  young  on  July  25th  (drg); 
Littlebrook  (K),  one  pair  present,  distraction  display  seen  but  no  nest  found ; 
Swanscombe  Marsh  (K),  two  pairs  displaying,  one  nest  located  during  May 
(khp,jnw);  Rainham  Marsh  (E),  two  pairs  present  in  July,  one  pair  with 
young  (ds). 

Inland,  pairs  bred  at  Amwell  G.P.  (H),  raising  two  young  (lvpg),  also  at 
Wraysbury  Res.  (M).  Two  were  reported  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  on  June  27th 
(mtns). 

Autumn  passage  at  inland  sites  extended  from  July  18th  to  Oct.  24th.  The 
highest  numbers  were  at  Staines  Res.,  where  the  species  was  present  daily 
during  the  autumn  months,  with  peak  counts  of  49  on  Aug.  21st  (pn),  and 
c.  50  on  Sept.  29th  (je).  Elsewhere,  up  to  15  were  recorded  at  six  other 
inland  localities. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  only  record  was  of  two  at  Sewardstone  (E)  on 
Dec.  19th  (cf«). 

Observations  on  the  Lower  Thames  are  summarized  in  the  following  table 
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which  shows  peak  monthly  counts  for  each  section  of  the  river.  Passage 
and  wintering  numbers  were  similar  to  1975,  with  the  main  concentration 
again  showing  a  preference  for  roosting  on  the  ash  ponds  at  West  Thurrock 
power  station. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 


Crossness  2  —  6  4  4  2  1  —  1  —  —  — 

Rainham  —  16  20  —  2  4  4  70  75  —  —  — 

Dartford  —  —  2  4  2  4  14  5  —  —  —  — 

Thurrock  250  —  —  —  —  —  —  130  160  160  78  37 

Swanscombe  7  2  2  —  4  4  —  —  —  —  —  — 


135  Little  Ringed  Plover 

All  breeding  records  and  larger  counts  of  migrants  given. 

E  Nine  out  of  a  total  of  14  pairs  present  during  the  breeding  season  at  eight 
sites  bred  successfully,  The  peak  count  in  autumn  was  of  20  on  Aug.  29th 
at  Rainham  Marsh  (cf«). 

H  Three  pairs  bred  successfully  at  one  site  and  one  pair  each  at  two  other 
sites. 

M  Seven  out  of  a  total  of  nine  pairs  present  during  the  breeding  season  at  six 
sites  probably  all  bred  successfully.  The  peak  count  on  passage  was  of 
c.  20  on  Aug.  17th  at  Staines  Res.  (mjr). 

B  Recorded  from  one  site  only  where  three  or  four  pairs  bred  successfully. 

K  One  pair  bred  successfully  at  one  site ;  a  pair  at  another  site  almost  certainly 
bred  and  a  pair  was  present  at  a  third  site. 

S  Successful  breeding  occurred  at  one  site  where  12  young  were  ringed  but 
number  of  pairs  not  known.  A  pair  bred  at  another  site  rearing  two  young. 
Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  pair  bred  (rea). 

136  Kentish  Plover 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  24th  (jf). 

The  13th  record  for  the  London  Area  this  century. 

139  Grey  Plover 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Apr.  15th,  two  on  Apr.  27th,  four  on  Oct.  4th 
(jmh),  and  singles  on  Oct.  7th  and  Oct.  16th  (a g/),  Dec.  19th  (dm),  Dec. 
23rd  (jmh)  and  Dec.  31st  (ds). 

M  Kempton  Park,  one  on  Nov.  7th  (mt).  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  Dec. 
4th  (lfr).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  3rd  (mwj),  and  in  autumn  up  to  three 
daily  between  Sept.  15th  and  Oct.  4th  (mo),  five  flying  over  on  Oct.  15th 
(vvmcc)  and  one  flying  N  on  Dec.  12th  (cww).  Wraysbury  Res.,  singles  on 
Sept.  15th  and  25th  (avm/7,pn). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Feb.  7th  (jsn). 

140  Golden  Plover 

E  Copped  Hall,  two  on  Jan.  24th  (nb>v).  Fishers  Green,  two  on  Dec.  30th 
(pt).  Netherhall,  two  on  Jan.  31st  (lvpg).  Ockenden,  20  on  Dec.  26th 
and  50  on  Dec.  28th  (mja).  Rainham  Marsh,  ten  on  July  22nd  (ag /),  two 
on  Sept.  5th  (cfw)  and  one  on  Dec.  11th  (jmh).  Sewardstone,  two  on  Dec. 
4th  (cf«).  Upminster,  30  on  Feb.  1st  (rl). 

H  Rickmansworth,  20  on  Feb.  7th  (avm/0.  Stanborough  and  Symondshyde, 
10-15  on  Jan.  10th  (gcg)  and  201  on  Apr.  11th  (hnhs). 
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M  Osterley  Park,  five  between  Mar.  7th  and  9th  (dgh).  Staines  Moor, 
wintering  flocks  recorded  until  Apr.  1st,  with  a  peak  of  160  on  Feb.  14th 
(eeg),  and  from  Oct.  8th,  until  the  end  of  the  year,  maximum  e.  100  on 
Dec.  12th  (lfr).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  five  on  Dec.  3rd  (wmcc).  Staines 
Res.,  21  flying  W  on  Jan.  8th  (pn),  11  on  Mar.  8th  (wmcc),  up  to  four 
between  Aug.  14th  and  30th  (mo),  and  six  on  Sept.  15th  (lfr).  Wraysbury 
Res.,  on  on  Sept.  25th  (avm«,pn).  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens, 
five  flying  west  with  a  flock  of  c.  70  Lapwing  on  Jan.  30th  (dab,cjg). 

K  Knockholt  and  Chevening,  six  flying  S  on  Mar.  6th  (gbc).  Northfleet  and 
Gravesend,  one  flying  S  on  Sept.  30th  (msc).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  25  on  Jan. 
29th,  20  on  Mar.  6th,  and  two  on  Mar.  8th  (jgh,jc). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  three  on  Feb.  28th  (cjg).  Beddington  S.F.,  up  to  seven  in 
February  and  March  (mo).  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  12th 
(co).  Richmond  Park,  one  on  Feb.  28th  (ml). 


143  Turnstone 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  on  May  1st  (pjv).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Nov.  6th 
(jmh).  Walthamstow  Res.,  two  on  Aug.  28th  (rl).  West  Thurrock,  one 
on  Feb.  15th  (mja). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  three  on  Sept.  5th  (je),  and  one  on  Sept.  10th  (pn).  Queen 
Mary  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  5th  (per).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  27th  (sa, 
wmcc),  eight  on  July  26th  and  four  on  July  29th  (mjr),  up  to  three  remaining 
until  Aug.  9th  (mo);  present  again  between  Aug.  31st  and  Sept.  12th  (mo) 
with  a  peak  of  five  on  Sept.  5th  (mwj). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  two  on  Feb.  17th  and  one  on  May  2nd  (jc,jgh).  Thames- 
mead,  one  on  Apr.  27th  (pjs«). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  July  23rd  (wr). 


145  Snipe 

No  positive  breeding  records  were  received.  Details  of  peak  counts  and 
Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  65  on  Oct.  31st  (ds).  Upminster,  100+  on  Feb.  1st  (rl). 

H  Cassiobury  Park,  50  on  Feb.  1st  (jdm).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  50  on  Feb.  29th 
(mcrg).  Moor  Farm,  Watford,  30  on  Feb.  20th  (je). 

M  Bushy  Park,  17  on  Feb.  5th  (mjw).  Hampton  Court  Park,  20+  on  Feb. 
4th  (wri).  Springwell  Watercress  Beds,  50  on  Jan.  31st  (je).  Staines  Res., 
50+  on  several  dates  from  late  August  to  mid-September  with  maximum 
of  70+  on  Aug.  31st  (mjr  et  al.).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on 
Jan.  31st,  three  on  Feb.  2nd  stayed  until  the  6th,  one  on  Dec.  9th  (jpw); 
Stansdale  Villas,  W8,  one  in  garden  on  Aug.  10th  (jh-c). 

B  Costains  Pit,  Iver,  65  on  Mar.  20th  (jah). 

K  Cross  Ness  S.F.,  24  max.  on  Mar.  18th  (pjs«,jfw).  Dartford  Marsh,  up  to 
thirty  both  ends  of  the  year  (drg,sjg).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  peak  counts  (Jan.) 
100,  (Feb.)  150,  (Mar.)  52,  (Aug.)  28,  (Sept.)  110,  (Oct.)  150,  (Nov.)  94, 
(Dec.)  200  (jgh  et  al.). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  maxima  20+  on  Feb.  1st,  55  on  Dec.  30th  (sja).  Hersham 
S.F.,  30+  on  Dec.  5th  (eu).  Richmond  Park,  eight  on  Mar.  13th  and  20th 
(fgm).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  singles  on  Apr.  24th  and  Dec.  3rd 
(rea). 
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147  Jack  Snipe 

E  Recorded  at  Rainham  Marsh  and  Walthamstow  Res.,  from  January  to 
May  1st  and  again  from  October  until  the  end  of  the  year.  Maximum 
counts  were  of  seven  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  Feb.  21st  and  eight  on  Oct. 
31st  and  Nov.  27th  (jmh). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  on  Mar.  14th  (hnhs).  Cassiobury  Park,  singles  on 
Jan.  31st  (je)  and  Dec.  29th  (igj).  Maple  Lodge,  one  on  Feb.  22nd  and  two 
on  Mar.  6th  (rrd). 

M  Recorded  at  eight  localities  mainly  of  singles  from  January  to  Apr.  24th 
and  again  from  Nov.  6th  until  the  end  of  the  year,  with  the  exception  of 
one  on  the  early  date  of  Sept.  26th  at  Osterley  Park  (mo). 

K  Recorded  at  six  localities  from  January  to  Apr.  16th  with  a  maximum  of 
ten  in  February  at  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  At  the  latter  end  of  the  year,  recorded 
only  from  Sevenoaks  where  11  or  12  were  present  throughout  November 
and  December. 

S  Recorded  at  five  localities  from  January  to  April  and  again  from  Sept.  15th 
until  the  end  of  the  year  with  maximum  counts  of  eight  on  Jan.  3rd  and 
seven  on  Dec.  11th  (wri)  at  Hogsmill  S.F. ;  up  to  five  at  Holmthorpe  from 
January  to  April  (rhc),  and  up  to  five  in  Richmond  Park  in  January  and 
February  (rdh,fgm). 


148  Woodcock 

In  winter,  one  to  three  birds  were  recorded  from  several  localities  in  Essex, 
Middx.,  Kent  and  Surrey.  Sightings  in  Inner  London  were  of  singles  in 
Regent’s  Park  on  Feb.  5th,  Mar.  24th  and  Nov.  5th  (cfs,jpw)  ;  one  in  Hyde 
Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  on  Mar.  27th  (dab,mh)  and  one  found  dead 
in  Charterhouse  Square,  EC1,  on  Nov.  15th  (nb).  All  breeding  season 
records  are  given  below. 

E  Epping  Forest,  a  chick  was  found  in  June  (efg). 

S  Sightings  of  birds  roding  were  recorded  from  seven  locailities  and  birds 
were  present  at  a  further  five  localities  (mo).  One  was  flushed  from  a  nest 
at  Bookham  Common  on  May  23rd  (kfb)  and  a  nest  containing  four  eggs 
was  found  at  Princes  Coverts  on  Mar.  27th  (wri). 


150  Curlew 

,  Very  few  sightings  were  reported  from  the  Lower  Thames  during  the  year. 
Four  at  Rainham  (E)  on  Dec.  19th  and  three  on  the  23rd  (dm)  were  the  only 
winter  records.  Singles  at  Littlebrook  (K)  on  June  6th  (drg),  Northfleet 
on  July  7th  (rww)  and  Rainham  on  July  22nd  and  Aug.  9th  (ag)  were 
only  other  records. 

Away  from  the  Thames  numbers  were  also  low,  the  largest  count  being  12 
flying  over  the  Sundridge  (K)  area  on  Apr.  25th  (rjc). 

Sightings  away  from  the  Thames  mainly  involved  birds  present  for  not 
more  than  one  day  (most  were  observed  flying  over),  and  these  are  sum¬ 
marized  below: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Sightings  —  6232213121  — 

Total  Birds  —  72  16  2215321  — 
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151  Whimbrel 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  singles  on  Apr.  25th  and  30th  (pjv).  Purfleet,  one  on 
May  12th  (pjg).  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  Apr.  27th  and  July  13th 
(jmh).  Thurrock,  one  on  Aug.  15th  (dm).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on 
May  12th  (rl). 

M  Osterley  Park,  one  on  May  2nd  (dgh).  Staines  Res.,  two  flying  E  on 
Apr.  22nd  (dg). 

K  Joyden’s  Wood,  one  on  Apr.  25th  (whp).  River  Thames :  Purfleet,  one  on 
May  12th  (jgh  et  a/.). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  singles  on  Sept.  4th  (jet)  and  Sept.  5th  and  6th  (wr). 
West  Dulwich,  calls  heard  flying  over  on  July  6th  (jka). 


154  Black-tailed  Godwit 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  five  on  Aug.  5th  (ag /)  and  two  on  Feb.  29th  (ebwps). 

M  Bushy  Park,  five  flying  over  on  Apr.  22nd  (jp).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  four  on 
Aug.  30th  (hrg).  Staines  Res.,  three  on  Aug.  1st  (avm«,pn),  one  on  many 
dates  until  Aug.  28th  (mo),  but  three  on  Aug.  26th  (gc,mjr),  and  singles  on 
Sept.  17th  (mo)  and  24th  (avm«). 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  four  on  Apr.  24th  (igj,mcrg),  Apr.  29th  (je)  and  Apr. 
30th  (rrd,mcrg). 


155  Bar-tailed  Godwit 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  six  on  Apr.  25th  (km).  Rainham  Marsh,  three  on 
Aug.  24th  and  one  on  Oct.  29th  (mkd).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Feb. 
7th  (mo).  West  Thurrock,  six  on  Apr.  24th  (dm). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  May  3rd  (wmcc);  exceptional  numbers  on  the  drained 
reservoirs  during  the  autumn,  with  a  total  of  51  bird/days  between  Aug. 
31st  and  Sept.  30th,  peak  counts  being  six  on  Sept.  4th  (rap),  seven  on  16th 
(jah,pn)  and  five  on  26th  (mwj).  Wraysbury  Res.,  two  on  Sept.  19th 
(avm  n). 

K  River  Thames:  Littlebrook,  two  on  May  16th  (drg). 

S  Hogsmill  S.F.,  one  from  Feb.  1st  to  5th  (jg,wri). 

156  Green  Sandpiper 

All  winter  records  are  summarized  and  the  largest  counts  at  times  of  passage 
are  given. 

E  In  winter  up  to  four  at  Girling  and  Lea  Valley  Reservoirs  (mo).  On 
passage,  maxima  of  seven  at  Sewardstone  on  Apr.  25th  (km)  and  eleven  on 
July  5th  (cf«)  and  15  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  July  14th  (jmh)  and  on  Aug. 
15th  (pjv). 

H  In  winter,  three  at  Croxley  Green  on  Nov.  27th  (trd)  and  two  at  Batch- 
worth  Watercress  Beds  on  Dec.  28th  (igj).  Singles  in  April  at  Maple  Cross 
S.F.,  and  Stocker’s  Lake  (mcrg). 

M  In  the  winter  months,  reported  from  nine  sites  with  maximum  counts  of 
five  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  on  Dec.  6th  (gjl),  and  up  to  seven  at  Kempton  Park 
during  the  period  October  to  December  (mt).  Up  to  four  at  seven  sites  in 
spring.  Peak  autumn  counts  were  c.  20  at  Staines  Res.,  on  Aug.  17th 
(mjr)  and  ten  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  on  Sept.  25th  (avm«,pn).  Inner  London; 
Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Sept,  10th  (jpw), 
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B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  or  two  in  the  winter  months  and  up  to  eight  in  July 
and  August  (mo). 

K  In  winter,  generally  one  or  two  at  eleven  sites  with  a  maximum  of  five  at 
Sevenoaks  G.P.,  in  December  (mo).  In  autumn,  recorded  at  several  sites 
with  maxima  of  five  at  Littlebrook  on  Sept.  7th  (bn)  and  eight  in  August 
and  September  at  Sevenoaks  G.P.  (jc,jgh). 

S  In  winter  one  or  two  recorded  at  five  sites,  with  a  maximum  of  five  at 
Beddington  S.F.  on  Feb.  5th  (mo).  On  passage,  one  to  three  at  several 
sites  with  a  maximum  of  five  at  Beddington  S.F.  Inner  London:  Surrey 
Docks,  one  on  July  29th  (rea). 


157  Wood  Sandpiper 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  five  dates  in  July  (ebwps,jmh,ds),  two  on  Aug. 
13th  (kb/),  singles  on  Aug.  24th  (mkd),  Sept.  5th  (cf«),  Sept.  26th,  Oct. 
2nd  and  two  on  Sept.  20th  (jmh). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  singles  on  Aug.  15th  and  30th  (gc),  Sept.  10th,  11th  and 
14th  (avm«,pn).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  July  26th  and  27th  (mjr),  Aug.  1st 
(avm«,pn)  and  up  to  three  between  Aug.  20th  and  Sept.  16th  (mo). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  July  24th  (avm«,pn). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  singles  on  July  1st  and  Sept.  17th  (jc,jgh). 

S  Richmond  Park,  one  on  Apr.  24th  (rdh). 

159  Common  Sandpiper 

All  winter  and  Inner  London  records  are  summarized  and  the  largest 
spring  and  autumn  gatherings  are  given. 

E  In  winter,  up  to  four  at  Rainham  Marsh.  In  spring  up  to  six  at  Sewardstone 
during  April  and  May.  Peak  counts  in  autumn  were  45  and  35  at  the  Lea 
Valley  Res.,  on  July  31st  and  Aug.  28th  respectively  (jf);  and  39  at  Rainham 
Marsh  on  Aug.  13th  (ebwps). 

H  One  at  Batchworth  Watercress  Beds  on  Dec.  28th  (igj).  One  to  three  at 
six  localities  in  spring  and  autumn. 

M  Recorded  in  the  winter  months  from  four  localities  in  the  Staines  area, 
up  to  four  being  present  at  Staines  Res.,  in  February,  and  also  at  Kempton 
Park  where  one  was  present  throughout  January.  Widespread  in  autumn 
with  peak  counts  of  25  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  Aug.  14th  (pc/),  and  c.  20 
at  Staines  Res.,  on  Aug.  17th  (mjr).  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens, 
*  singles  on  May  6th,  17th  and  24th  and  Aug.  17th  and  28th  (dab);  Regent’s 
Park,  three  on  May  3rd  and  singles  on  May  4th,  8th,  10th  and  17th  (jpw). 

B  Records  only  from  Wraysbury  G.P.,  of  one  to  three  in  May,  July  and 
August. 

K  Recorded  in  winter  from  six  localities,  mainly  of  singles  but  with  a  maxi¬ 
mum  of  five  at  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  on  Nov.  23rd.  Recorded  in  spring  and 
autumn  from  several  localities  with  maxima  of  seven  at  Sevenoaks  G.P., 
on  May  9th  (jc,jgh)  and  ten  at  Thamesmead  on  July  29th  (pjs n). 

S  No  winter  records.  Recorded  from  many  localities  in  spring  and  autumn 
with  maxima  of  14  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  in  September  (wr),  16+  at  Queen 
Elizabeth  Res.,  on  Aug.  22nd  (dp)  and  18  at  Walton  Res.,  on  Aug.  18th 
(pc).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  July  6th,  then  regularly  from 
July  27th  to  Aug.  23rd  with  maxima  of  6  on  July  29th  and  Aug.  20th  (rea). 
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161  Redshank 

Wintering  numbers  along  the  River  Thames  showed  a  slight  decrease 
compared  with  recent  years.  The  main  concentration  was  again  in  the 
Dartford-Thurrock  stretch  of  the  river,  with  the  majority  using  the  ash 
pools  at  West  Thurrock  power  station  as  a  high-tide  roost. 

Lower  Thames  counts  are  summarized  in  the  table  below,  which  shows 
peak  monthly  totals  for  each  section  of  the  river  recording  more  than  ten 
during  the  year. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 


Barking  1  2  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  10  30 

Crossness  7  —  10  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  4  2 

Dartford  210  87  132  20  20  12  2  —  12  65  80  80 

Purfleet  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  200  — 

Thurrock  200  —  100  —  —  —  —  —  50  225  50  70 


418  89  242  20  20  12  2  —  62  290  344  182 


No  records  were  received  for  the  Swanscombe  section  of  the  river. 

Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  present  from  beginning  of  the  year  to  Feb. 
28th,  with  maxima  of  22  on  Feb.  14th  (rea). 

Away  from  the  Thames,  the  highest  numbers  were  recorded  in  south-west 
Middlesex,  and  the  following  table  shows  peak  monthly  counts  from  the 
three  main  sites. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Perry  Oaks  S.F.  1  4  4  5  —  —  —  —  6  5  20  5 

Staines  Res.  30  11  3  3  —  —  5  10  4  2  —  2 

Queen  Mary  Res.  20  4  9  4  —  —  5  —  —  —  —  30 

Elsewhere,  there  were  20  at  Staines  Moor  on  Dec.  1st  (je)  and  12-15  at 
Beddington  S.F.  on  Apr.  1st  (rh). 

Records  of  possible  proved  breeding,  and  summer  records  are  shown  below : 
E  Waltham  Abbey,  pair  attempted  to  breed  (mo). 

M  Kempton  Park,  pair  attempted  to  breed,  probably  unsuccessful  (dp,mt). 
Longfield  G.P.,  display  on  Apr.  10th  (ja).  Staines  Moor,  at  least  three 
pairs  bred  successfully  (apg,lfr). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  several  pairs  bred  (drg).  Littlebrook,  pair  present 
throughout  the  breeding  season  (drg). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  display  flight  on  May  2nd  and  4th  (swg).  Thorpewater 
Park,  bred  (arr,amb).  Walton  Res.,  display,  present  May  to  July 

(PC,ECN,CO). 


162  Spotted  Redshank 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  Aug.  20th  and  25th  (jmh),  and  Oct.  8th  (ebwps). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  May  1st  (avm«);  in  autumn,  one  on  July  25th  (dg) 
and  present  almost  daily  between  Aug.  9th  and  Oct.  4th,  an  exceptional 
passage  for  the  London  Area  totalling  142  bird/days  (mo):  peak  counts 
were  eight  on  Aug.  13th  (gc),  seven  on  Sept.  3rd  (gjl),  and  six  on  Aug. 
29th  (jfk)  and  Sept.  26th  (jk it).  These  numbers  reflect  the  excellent  feeding 
conditions  on  the  drained  reservoirs  during  this  period. 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  24th  and  25th  (jc,jgh). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  recorded  from  Sept.  15th  to  23rd  (jd,swg,kdm). 
Island  Barn  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  22nd  and  the  same  individual  recorded  at 
Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  on  the  same  date  (dp). 
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165  Greenshank 

E  In  spring  one  at  Sewardstone  from  May  2nd  to  9th  (km  et  al.).  In  autumn 
recorded  from  four  localities  with  maxima  of  ten  at  King  George  V  Res., 
in  August,  and  eight  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  July  21st  (jmh). 

H  In  winter,  singles  recorded  at  Croxleyhall  Watercress  Beds  and  Stocker's 
Lake  between  Feb.  18th  and  29th  (jrb,rrd,je).  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on 
Sept.  8th  (hnhs).  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  30th  (hpm). 
Stocker’s  Lake,  one  on  Aug.  28th  (rrd). 

M  Spring  records  from  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  May  5th  (wmcc)  and  May 
29th  (hrg),  and  one  at  Staines  Res.,  on  May  29th  (crc).  Autumn  passage 
from  July  6th  to  Oct.  16th,  the  highest  numbers  by  far  at  Staines  Res., 
where  counts  over  20  were  received  for  many  dates  between  Aug.  20th  and 
Sept.  12th,  the  highest  being  29+  on  Aug.  31st  (mjr).  Elsewhere  up  to 
seven  at  four  other  sites. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  July  6th  (gc)  and  four  on  July  16th  (jah). 

K  Only  one  record  in  spring  of  two  at  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  on  May  6th  (jc,jgh). 
In  autumn  recorded  from  nine  localities  with  maxima  of  five  at  Swanscombe 
Marsh  on  Sept.  12th  (gbc)  and  eight  at  Woolwich  Arsenal  on  Nov.  24th 

(jFW). 

S  Spring  records  from  Beddington  S.F.,  of  singles  on  Apr.  21st,  25th  and 
May  30th  (jd,swg).  Recorded  at  six  localities  in  autumn,  all  of  singles 
except  three  at  Barn  Elms  Res.,  on  Aug.  14th  (rbh). 

169  Knot 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  Sept.  16th  and  29th  (ag /). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Nov.  11th  (MW.s).  Staines  Res.,  a  total  of  37 
bird/days  between  Aug.  31st  and  Sept.  28th,  the  peak  count  being  nine  on 
Sept.  11th  (avm«,pn). 

171  Little  Stint 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  the  main  autumn  passage  occurred  between  Sept.  26th 
and  Oct.  17th  with  maxima  of  25  on  Oct.  1st  (ebwps)  and  32  on  Oct.  2nd 
(jmh).  Four  were  recorded  on  Nov.  13th  and  Dec.  31st  (jmh  et  al.). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  two  on  June  27th  and  one  on  July  14th  (je,pn). 
Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  30th  (gc),  three  on  Oct.  24th  (pn),  five  on 
Nov.  11th  (mw s)  and  two  on  Dec.  5th  and  12th  (je,avm«,pn).  Staines 
Moor,  three  on  Dec.  12th  (avm«,pn).  Staines  Res.,  one  from  Aug.  17th 
to  19th  and  present  from  Sept.  11th  to  Oct.  3rd  with  a  maximum  of  14  + 
on  Sept.  28th  and  29th  (mo).  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  11th,  ten  on 
Sept.  25th  and  30th,  and  one  on  Oct.  3rd  (avm«,mtnhs,pn).  Inner  London : 
Kensington  Gardens,  one  at  the  Round  pond  on  May  14th  (dab). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  22nd  and  one  present  from  Sept.  19th  to  27th 
(jc,jgh). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  singles  on  Sept.  12th  (swg)  and  from  Oct.  3rd  to  6th  and 
seven  from  Sept.  13th  to  17th  (jd).  Hersham  S.F.,  one  on  Dec.  29th  (dp). 

177  Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper 

M  Staines  Res.,  an  adult  on  Aug.  6th  (rjj  et  al .). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  this  is  the  second  record 
for  the  London  Area  this  century.  The  first  was  in  September  1966,  also 
at  Staines  Res. 
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178  Dunlin 

A  further  reduction  in  the  number  of  birds  wintering  on  the  Lower  Thames 
was  again  evident  at  both  ends  of  the  year.  With  the  exception  of  one 
count  of  4,000  at  Purfleet  during  November,  numbers  never  exceeded 
1,500  at  the  latter  end  of  the  year.  The  decline  in  numbers  was  reported 
from  the  Woolwich  and  Crossness  sections  of  the  river  and  for  the  second 
consecutive  year  no  use  was  made  of  the  roosting  area  at  Cross  Ness  S.F. 
A  solitary  bird  on  Feb.  14th  was  the  only  record  received  from  the  Surrey 
Docks.  The  vast  majority  of  the  wintering  population  used  the  ash  pools 
at  West  Thurrock  power  station  as  high  tide  roost. 

The  following  table  shows  peak  monthly  counts  from  each  sector  of  the 


river. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Woolwich  Arsl.  —  30  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Crossness  65  70  2  1  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  250 

Rainham  —  —  —  400  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  -- 

Dartford  400  550  250  —  —  —  1  —  20  130  390  470 

Purfleet  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  4,000  — 

Thurrock  3,0002,000  500  —  —  —  —  —  —  235  500  1,000 


No  records  were  received  for  the  Swanscombe  section  of  the  river. 

Away  from  the  Thames  the  following  table  summarizes  counts  from  all 
sites  which  at  any  time  held  more  than  50  birds. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 


Kempton  Park  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  250  50 

Longford  G.P.  —  3  83  30  24  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Perry  Oaks  S.F.  —  2  60  —  —  —  1  —  1  5  110  100 

Staines  Moor  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  10  65 

Staines  Res.  180  215  50  —  —  —  7  26  70  50  —  — 


Though  small  compared  with  numbers  on  the  Thames,  wintering  flocks  to 
the  west  of  the  area  have  shown  steady  increases  since  the  winter  of  1973/74, 
and  numbers  in  the  last  two  months  of  the  year  were  again  high,  despite 
the  fact  that  Staines  Res.  was  filled  in  early  October.  The  sites  used  by 
this  species  reflect  the  availability  of  suitable  habitat  during  the  year.  Cold 
weather  in  late  January  brought  many  small  parties  to  unusual  localities, 
including  five  in  Kensington  Gardens  (Inner  London)  on  Jan.  30th  (rjc). 

179  Curlew  Sandpiper 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  three  on  Aug.  25th  (jmh),  one  on  Aug.  27th  (a g/),  two  on 
Aug.  29th  (reh,ds),  two  on  Sept.  4th  (ag /)  and  four  on  Sept.  5th  (cf/j). 

M  Staines  Res.,  present  from  Sept.  5th  to  18th  with  a  maximum  of  seven  on 
Sept.  10th  (jah),  and  up  to  three  between  Sept.  28th  and  Oct.  2nd 
(avm«,pn). 

181  Sanderling 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  on  May  23rd  (jf).  King  George  V  Res.,  three  on  May 
22nd  (cf«).  Walthamstow  Res.,  two  on  May  18th  (jf). 

M  Staines  Res.,  singles  on  Sept.  11th  and  from  Sept.  28th  until  Oct.  3rd 
(dg,avm«,pn).  Wraysbury  Res.,  seven  on  May  16th  (avm«). 

184  Ruff 

Other  than  odd  sightings,  the  only  Thames  records  were  received  from 
Dartford  Marsh  and  Rainham.  Passage  was  noted  at  Dartford  Marsh 
from  Mar.  13th  when  35  were  present,  until  the  28th.  During  this  period 
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numbers  fluctuated  daily,  with  a  maximum  of  78  on  the  21st  (sjg,drg). 
At  Rainham  wintering  numbers  reached  a  peak  of  46  on  Feb.  26th  (jmh); 
at  the  end  of  the  year  numbers  increased  from  two  on  Nov.  27th  to  28  by 
Dec.  31st.  Passage  was  reported  from  July  14th,  through  to  early  October 
with  a  maximum  of  14  on  Oct.  2nd  (mkd,jmh,pjv). 

Records  away  from  the  Thames  are  shown  under  counties  below.  There 
was  a  noticeable  influx  into  the  area  following  cold  weather  in  late  January, 
numbers  remained  high  until  the  end  of  March. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  31st  and  Feb.  7th  (jf).  Wanstead,  two  from 
Feb.  1st  to  10th  (cp r).  Nazeing,  one  on  Sept.  16th  (tl). 

H  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  two  on  Apr.  30th  (hpm).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one 
during  February  and  March  (je,mcrg). 

H/M  Stocker’s  Lake,  and  Springwell  area,  up  to  12  between  Jan.  31st  and  Feb. 
29th  (rrd  et  al.). 

M/B  In  the  Staines  area,  observations  are  summarized  in  the  table  below,  which 
gives  peak  monthly  counts  for  the  main  sites. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr  May  Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Perry  Oaks  S.F. 

15 

40 

1 

7  —  — 

— 

— 

7 

5 

2 

13 

Staines  Res. 

18 

40 

20 

1  —  — 

1 

12 

20 

10 

— 

14 

Staines  Moor 

— 

26 

42 

—  —  — 

— 

1 

— 

5 

5 

14 

Wraysbury  G. P./Res. 

— 

21 

48 

—  —  — 

— 

1 

21 

— 

— 

16 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  Feb.  14th  (jc,jgh). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Jan.  18th  (swg)  and  up  to  15  between  Feb.  1st 
and  Mar.  27th  (mo) ;  one  from  Apr.  22nd  to  May  2nd  (jd,swg)  and  seven 
on  May  7th  (wb):  in  autumn  present  between  Sept.  12th  and  26th  with 
peak  of  23  on  Sept.  19th  (njg).  Hersham  S.F.,  singles  on  Feb.  8th  (dp) 
and  11th  (mt).  Hogsmill  S.F.,  six  on  Feb.  1st,  one  remaining  until  Feb. 
5th,  one  on  Mar.  30th  (jg);  up  to  eight  between  Sept.  21st  and  27th  (jg,wri) 
and  three  on  Oct.  10th  and  20th  (jg,sbws).  Epsom  Common,  one  feeding 
on  cricket  pitch  on  Feb.  3rd  (ib,jb.?).  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  a 
male  bird  was  present  on  frozen  lake  from  Feb.  1st  to  the  4th  (bm). 

185  Avocet 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Feb.  21st  (jmh,ds). 

H  Old  Fold  Manor  Golf  Course,  Hadley,  two  circled  over  on  Apr.  30th  (dh) 
and  then  flew  towards  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  where  one  was  seen  later  the 
same  day  (bg). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  Mar.  14th  (jc,jgh). 

193  Arctic  Skua 

M  Staines  Res.,  two  on  Sept.  5th  (gc  et  al.). 

K  St.  Paul’s  Cray,  one  flying  over  on  Sept.  25th  (khp).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one 
flying  SE  at  09.00  hrs.  and  three  SE  at  1500  hrs.  on  Sept.  14th  (jgh,jc). 

S  Walton  Res.,  an  immature  on  Sept.  4th  (per). 

195  Pomarine  Skua 

E  Girling  Res.,  a  first-winter  bird  present  from  Dec.  11th  to  22nd,  feeding 
mainly  on  dead  gulls  beneath  electricity  power  lines  (jf.pjv  et  al.). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  an  immature  on  Oct.  19th  (sa)  and  another  on  Oct.  30th 
which  was  seen  to  kill  and  eat  a  Black-headed  Gull  (per). 

These  comprise  the  4th,  5th  and  6th  records  for  the  London  Area  this  century. 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1976 


39 


198  Great  Black-backed  Gull 

Comparative  peak  monthly  counts  at  Littlebrook  G.Ps.  (drg)  are  given: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Ap  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
12  15  1  1  —  —  3  4  7  20  3  7 

Largest  reported  counts  elsewhere  were  300+  at  Island  Barn  Res.,  Surrey, 
on  Jan.  2nd  (dp),  200+  at  Poyle  Rubbish  Tip,  Middx.,  on  Dec.  26th 
(avm/?,pn)  and  200  at  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  Kent,  in  January  (jgh,jc).  At 
Troy  Mill,  Herts.,  one  was  seen  to  kill  a  Moorhen  and  feed  on  the  corpse 
(hnhs). 

199  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

Recorded  all  months  of  the  year,  most  commonly  as  a  winter-visitor  and 
-  passage  migrant.  Some  autumn  counts  are  given: 

M  Staines  Res.,  c.  500  on  July  31st,  c.  1,700  at  roost  in  drained  reservoir  on 
Aug.  24th  (pn,avm/t).  Wraysbury  Res.,  c.  4,000  on  Sept.  17th  (avm ri). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  maxima  272  on  Sept.  3rd  and  271  on  29th  (jgh,jc). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  92  on  Aug.  15th  included  17  of  the  darker-mantled 
Scandinavian  race  (rbh). 

200  Herring  Gull 

Breeding  records  and  observations  of  yellow-legged  Herring  Gulls  are 
given.  The  latter  may  be  recognized  races  or  argent  at  us  x  fuscus  hybrids. 

H  Colne  Valley  G.Ps.,  one  with  yellow  legs  has  been  regularly  seen  since  1973 
(rrd). 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  pair  bred  successfully,  rearing  two 
young  at  the  Zoo  (jpw);  St.  James’s  Park,  one  pair  nested  unsuccessfully 
(jkr)  . 

K  Orpington,  one  with  pale  lemon  legs  and  slightly  darker  back  on  Oct.  22nd 
(rjc).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  with  brilliant  yellow  legs  and  slightly  darker 
mantle  on  Sept.  21st  (jgh,jc). 

S  Inner  London:  River  Thames  at  Westminster,  one  with  pale  yellow  legs  on 
July  26th  (pjsrc). 

201  Common  Gull 

Comparative  peak  monthly  counts  at  Littlebrook  G.Ps.  (drg)  are  given: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

30  200  70  50  15  8  10  20  30  30  30  30 

Recorded  all  months  but  principally  as  a  winter-visitor  and  passage 
migrant.  No  unusual  records  were  submitted,  but  evidence  of  spring 
migration  was  received  from  Sevenoaks  G.P.  where  230  were  present  on 
Apr.  28th,  48  on  May  2nd  and  30  on  5th  (jgh,jc). 

202  Glaucous  Gull 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  a  bird  in  second-winter  plumage  from  Apr.  27th  to  May 
1st  (jmh),  and  one  in  second-winter  plumage  on  Nov.  7th  (js  et  al.). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  an  adult  on  Dec.  26th  (rrd). 

205  Mediterranean  Gull 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  in  first-winter  plumage  on  Feb.  27th  and  Mar.  2nd, 
and  another  in  first-summer  plumage  on  Aug.  20th  (jgh,jc,mof), 
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S  Epsom  Common,  an  adult  wintered  in  the  area  of  Stamford  Green  Road 
and  was  observed  almost  daily  between  Dec.  25th  and  March  10th,  1977,  ’ 
when  it  attained  full  breeding  plumage  (whd  et  al.).  See  plate  opposite 
and  front  cover  of  this  issue. 

The  Sevenoaks  records  are  the  14th  and  15th  for  the  London  Area  this 
century.  The  Epsom  record,  the  16th,  is  the  first-known  instance  of 
wintering.  Remarkably  both  localities  have  had  earlier  records. 

207  Little  Gull 

Compared  with  1974  and  1975,  a  considerable  decrease  in  records;  never¬ 
theless  the  spring  total  of  28  bird/days  was  well  above  average  and  the 
autumn  total  of  46  bird/days,  though  disproportionate,  was  at  least 
equivalent  to  the  1965-69  autumn  mean.  Moreover  it  is  reasonable  to 
conclude  that  the  disparity  between  spring  (38%)  and  autumn  (62%) 
counts  was  mainly  owing  to  the  effects  of  prolonged  fine  weather  of  the 
summer. 

The  table  shows  the  1976  monthly  distribution  in  bird/days: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Bird/days  —  1  —  14  12  1  2  33  6  5  —  — 

The  western  reservoirs  claimed  65  %  of  the  spring  records  and  90  %  of  the 
autumn  total.  Numbers  in  the  Lea  Valley  (5  bird/days  in  spring  and  only 
3  in  autumn)  were  again  lower  than  usual,  reflecting  possibly  the  effects  of 
the  fine  summer  weather. 

Outside  the  normal  passage  periods,  which  extended  from  Apr.  24th  to 
June  15th  and  from  July  25th  to  Oct.  10th,  there  was  only  one  record,  an 
adult  at  Walthamstow  Res.  on  Feb.  2nd  (rl). 

208  Black-headed  Gull 

Comparative  peak  monthly  counts  at  Littlebrook  G.Ps.  (drg)  are  given: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
3,000  10,000  2,000  200  200  200  300  2,000  2,000  1,000  1,000  1,000 

Elsewhere  commonly  recorded  all  months  of  the  year,  but  principally  as  a 
winter  visitor  from  July  to  February.  Inner  London  counts  included  410 
in  St.  James’s  Park  on  Jan.  21st  (pjo)  and  c.  1,000  during  peak  of  cold 
weather  at  end  of  January  in  Regent’s  Park  (jpw).  North-westerly  move¬ 
ments  early  morning  during  April  and  May  were  noted  over  Hyde  Park 
(dab).  An  Estonian  bird,  ringed  as  a  nestling  on  June  14th,  was  found 
dead  ten  weeks  later  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  Aug.  28th  (hrg). 

211  Kittiwake 

Again  most  records  were  during  the  spring  and  autumn  passage,  but  two 
occurred  in  the  January  cold  spell. 

E  Fisher’s  Green  G.P.,  an  adult  on  Apr.  18th  (mc).  Girling  Res.,  an  adult 
on  Jan.  31st  and  an  oiled  immature  on  Dec.  18th  (jf).  Thurrock,  two 
immatures  on  Aug.  29th  (reh). 

M  Bushy  Park,  an  immature  flying  over  on  Apr.  21st  (nf).  Queen  Mary  Res., 
two  adults  flying  SW  on  Mar.  27th  (mjr).  Wraysbury  Res.,  an  immature 
on  Sept.  25th,  seen  an  hour  later  at  Staines  Res.  (rjf,avm/j,pn).  Inner 
London:  Regent’s  Park,  an  adult  on  Jan.  29th  during  cold  spell  (ct). 


Studies  of  an  adult 
Mediterranean  Gull  which 
wintered  in  the  Epsom 
area  from  Dec.  25th,  1976, 
to  Mar.  10th,  1977 


top  and  left:  Photographed 
in  winter  plumage  with 
Black-headed  Gull  and  in 
flight,  January  1977 
( Photos :  R.  J.  Chandler) 

LOWER  LEFT  AND  RIGHT!  In 

summer  plumage  in  March  1977 
(Photos:  P.  J.  Vines) 
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K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  an  adult  found  dead  on  Sept.  16th  (jgh,jc). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  an  immature  first  seen  on  Aug.  15th  was  found  dead  on 
17th  (rbh);  another  immature  on  Oct.  30th  (ajc). 

212  Black  Tern 

A  poorer-than-average  year.  Spring  passage  was  restricted  to  seven 
records  (11  birds)  between  Apr.  28th  and  May  24th.  The  autumn  passage, 
from  July  17th  to  Nov.  17th,  was  unusually  sparse  on  the  Lower  Thames 
and  equally  unimpressive  at  the  reservoirs. 

In  the  summary  all  localities  are  given,  but  passages  are  summarized. 

E  No  spring  records.  Rainham,  two  on  July  17th  (jmh)  and  two  on  Aug.  29th 
(reh).  King  George  V  Res.,  two  on  Aug.  12th  (jf)  and  one  on  Oct.  2nd 
(pjv).  South  Weald,  one  on  Aug.  22nd  (ag /).  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Oct. 
16th  (pjv). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  28th  (hnhs).  Troy  Mill,  one  on  May  6th 
(hnhs).  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  one  on  May  24th  (hpm).  Cheshunt  G.P., 
one  from  Sept.  7th  to  12th  (gw). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  May  4th  (gjl),  three  on  17th  (mjr)  and  three  on  24th 
(wmcc);  autumn  passage  from  Aug.  8th  to  Oct.  18th  (mo),  maximum  six 
on  Aug.  22nd  (rpb);  and  a  rather  late  single  from  Nov.  3rd  to  7th 
(dg,db,sb).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  no  spring  records;  autumn  passage  from 
Aug.  7th  to  Sept.  30th  (mo),  maximum  14  on  Aug.  14th  (mjw,pc).  Wrays- 
bury  Res.,  no  spring  records;  autumn  passage  from  Aug.  7th  to  Sept.  30th 
(mtnhs,avm«),  maximum  four  on  Aug.  14th  (pn). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  7th  (mtnhs). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  May  7th,  up  to  three  from  Aug.  8th  to  11th 
(JGH,JC).  Thames  at  West  Thurrock,  two  on  Aug.  21st  (ahg)  and  two  on 
Aug.  29th  (reh). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  three  on  Aug.  10th  (rbh)  and  one  on  Aug.  28th  (wr). 
Walton  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  16th  (mt). 

217  Common  Tern 

Breeding  records  are  given  here.  Passage  is  shown  under  217/8. 

The  year  broke  all  existing  records  with  29  nesting  pairs,  which,  between 
them,  raised  a  total  of  58  juveniles.  The  names  of  all  localities  and  observers 
have  been  withheld  for  security. 

E  At  one  locality  a  pair  bred  successfully  rearing  one  young.  At  another 
site  a  pair  nested  but  was  unsuccessful. 

H  At  one  locality  18  pairs  nested,  raising  40  young.  At  two  other  sites  single 
pairs  raised  two  and  three  young  respectively. 

M  Single  pairs  at  two  sites  raised  two  and  three  young  each. 

B  At  one  locality  four  pairs  bred,  raising  a  total  of  five  young. 

S  At  one  locality,  a  new  site,  one  pair  raised  two  young. 

217/8  Common/Arctic  Tern 

Passage  records  of  Common  Terns  are  summarized  here,  together  with 
unspecific  observations  of  Common/Arctic  Terns.  Definite  records  of 
Arctic  Terns  are  shown  separately  under  218. 

Compared  with  recent  years,  the  numbers  seen  on  passage  were  dis¬ 
appointingly  low,  probably  reflecting  the  effects  of  the  fine  summer 
weather  and  low  water-levels. 


42 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT,  No.  41  FOR  1976 


Spring  passage  was  recorded  from  Apr.  15th  to  June  16th,  but  generally 
numbers  fell  off  sharply  after  a  peak  in  late  April.  Highest  counts  were: 
50  at  King  George  V  Res.  on  Apr.  25th  (pjv),  20  flying  N  at  Staines  Res. 
on  Apr.  22nd  (lfr),  otherwise  maxima  13  on  24th  and  27th  (gcg,sa),  and 
c.  30  at  West  Thurrock  power-station  outfall  on  May  12th  (pjg  et  al.). 

Numbers  on  autumn  passage  were  equally  disappointing,  not  only  at  the 
reservoirs  but  also  on  the  Lower  Thames.  The  largest  counts  reported 
were:  21  at  Sevenoaks  G.P.  on  July  18th  (jgh,jc),  seven  at  Barn  Elms  Res. 
on  Aug.  8th  (wr),  14  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  Aug.  21st  (hrg)  and,  on  the 
Lower  Thames,  c.  50  at  the  West  Thurrock  outfall  on  Aug.  21st  (ahg)  and 
25  flying  down  river  in  the  Crossness  section  on  Sept.  22nd  (pjs«). 

During  the  year  there  was  only  one  Inner  London  record,  a  single  flying 
up  the  Thames  at  Blackfriars  Bridge  on  Aug.  5th  (rea). 

218  Arctic  Tern 

Knowledge  of  the  exact  number  of  Arctic  Terns  passing  through  the  area 
is  frequently  obscured  by  the  difficulties  of  separating  Arctic  from  Common 
Terns  at  a  distance.  Only  records  for  which  satisfactory  details  have  been 
submitted  are  given. 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  four  on  Apr.  28th  (hnhs). 

M  Staines  Res.,  two  on  Apr.  25th  (rpb,pn,jah)  and  two  on  May  1st 
(avmw,pn). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  three  on  Aug.  8th  (jgh). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  six  on  Apr.  26th  (wr)  and  one  on  Aug.  19th  (rbh). 

222  Little  Tern 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  four  on  Apr.  27th  (pjv). 

M  Staines  Res.,  six  flew  in  from  the  west  on  Apr.  27th  (sa). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  two  on  Sept.  19th  (jah). 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  an  immature  present  for  at  least  four  days  from  Oct.  24th  to 
27th  (sjg).  Thames  at  Stone,  one  on  Apr.  18th  (drg). 

223  Sandwich  Tern 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  Aug.  25th  (jmh). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  on  Sept.  2nd  (hnhs). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  two  flying  W  on  Sept.  24th  (pn).  Queen  Mary  Res., 
one  on  May  10th  (wmcc). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  singles  on  Apr.  24th  and  July  3rd  (jgh,jc).  Thames: 
Northfleet,  one  on  Sept.  12th  (lfw);  West  Thurrock,  one  on  Aug.  22nd 
(kfb). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  singles  on  Apr.  11th,  Sept.  2nd  and  10th,  and  three  on 
Sept.  3rd  (wr.pjc).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  July  14th  (kac). 

230  Puffin 

S  River  Thames  at  Barnes,  one  at  1600  hrs.  on  Dec.  14th  (jsw). 

232  Stock  Dove 

Breeding-season  records,  Inner  London  records  and  the  largest  winter 
flocks  are  given. 

E  Reported  breeding  at  Epping  Forest,  Hainault  Forest,  Ongar,  Thorndon 
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Park  and  Wanstead  Park  (gtc,mkd,jf,ebwps,cp/).  Largest  winter  count: 
100  in  February  at  Ongar  (cjc-s). 

H  Present  in  breeding  season  at  Cassiobury  Park,  Whippendell  Woods  and 
Frogmore  (jrb,jdm,lkw). 

M  Present  or  bred  at  Bushy  Park  (wri),  Hampton  Court  Park  (wri),  Harefield 
Moor  (pn),  Kenwood  (gcg),  Darland’s  Lake  (ehw),  Osterley  Park 
(aw,dgh)  and  Kempton  Park  (mt).  Largest  count:  c.  100  at  Osterley  Park 
on  Nov.  7th  (dgh).  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  a  pair  held 
territory;  Hyde  Park,  one  on  Mar.  17th;  Regent’s  Park,  two  on  Mar.  23rd 
and  one  on  Oct.  27th  (dab,jpw). 

B  Reported  in  breeding  season  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  (gc)  and  Oakend  Wood, 
Denham  (igj).  Highest  count:  117  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  on  Mar.  14th 

(AVMrt). 

K  Present  or  bred  at  Dartford  Marsh  (drg),  Beckenham  Place  Park  (gaa) 
and  Plumstead  Marsh,  where  considerable  drop  in  numbers  was  reported 
(jfw).  Highest  counts:  60  flying  SSW  over  Bexley  on  Oct.  31st  and  50  at 
Dartford  Marsh  during  March  (drg). 

S  Present  or  bred  at  Wimbledon  Common,  Richmond  Park  (rhk),  Bedding- 
ton  S.F.  (swg),  Norbury  Park  and  Ashtead  Forest  (wri).  Largest  count: 
133  at  Downside  on  Feb.  27th  (dkjw). 

233  Woodpigeon 

Small  movements  occurred  in  the  cold  weather  of  late  January,  but  the 
largest  movements  were  reported  during  the  autumn  immigration  period. 
Inner  London  peak  counts  are  given  below.  Elsewhere  maxima  did  not 
exceed  4,000  in  any  movement. 

M  Kensington  Gardens,  3,000  on  Nov.  2nd,  3,500  on  Nov.  5th  and  1,000  on 
Dec.  9th,  all  flying  SW  or  S  (dab). 

S  Surrey  Docks,  1,500  flying  S  on  Nov.  4th,  1,500  flying  NW  on  Nov.  5th 
(re  a). 

235  Turtle  Dove 

A  single  on  the  exceptionally  early  date  of  Feb.  27th  at  Chelsfield,  Kent 
(sgeb)  was  followed  by  early  arrivals  on  Apr.  20th  at  Ashtead  (dp),  on  24th 
at  Wimbledon  Common  (rhk)  and  on  25th  at  Maple  Cross  (mcrg).  A 
satisfactory  breeding  season  was  reported  from  most  areas,  though  no  large 
flocks  were  noted.  The  last  bird  of  the  year  was  a  single  flying  S  over 
Regent’s  Park  on  Oct.  1st  (jpw). 

—  Collared  Dove 

No  breeding  has  yet  occurred  in  Inner  London,  but  this  must  now  be 
imminent.  In  the  outer  suburbs  little  substantial  change  was  reported, 
though  obviously  in  some  localities  breeding  populations  have  reached 
upper  limits.  Decreases  in  wintering-flock  sizes  were  noted  at  Epsom  (jrb) 
and  Dartford  Marsh  (drg),  but  other  localities  reported  large  numbers, 
such  as  c.  650  at  Walton-on-Thames  on  Oct.  24th  (cl),  c.  300  at  Belvedere 
on  Nov.  17th  (pjg)  and  200  at  Banstead  on  Sept.  16th  (ckd.pod). 

237  Cuckoo 

The  earliest  records  received  were  from  Havering  (mkd),  Wanstead  Park 
(cp)  and  Osterley  Park  (dgh),  all  on  Apr.  18th,  but  many  other  areas 
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reported  the  species  within  the  next  week.  There  are  indications  that 
numbers  continue  to  decrease  in  some  traditional  breeding  localities  in  NW 
Middlesex  and  SW  Hertfordshire  (gcg,jdm).  The  last  report  of  the  year 
was  on  Sept.  16th  at  Perrott’s  Wood  (ckd,pod).  At  Surrey  Docks  in  Inner 
London  a  single  was  recorded  on  July  26th  and  six  juveniles  from  Aug. 
1 1  th  to  27th  (rea).  In  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  May  5th  (jpw)  coincided  with  a 
record  the  same  day  in  Kensington  Gardens  (dab)  which  also  had  an 
earlier  bird  on  Apr.  22nd. 


241  Barn  Owl 

All  records  are  given. 

E  Bred  at  Cranham  (rl)  and  possibly  at  Nazeing  (lvpg).  Singles  at  Epping 
Forest  on  June  18th  (rl),  Rainham  on  July  16th  (dsb)  and  Nov.  27th  (jmh), 
Ilford  during  August  (wcg),  Sewardstone  on  Sept.  27th  (cFr)  and  up  to  two 
at  Waltham  Abbey  throughout  the  year  (jad). 

H  Singles  at  Rickmansworth  on  Feb.  5th  (avm«)  and  Cheshunt  on  Mar.  23rd 
(gw). 

M  Present  in  Hampton  Court  Park  from  January  to  March,  where  fresh 
pellets  were  regularly  found  beneath  roost  (wri).  Singles  at  Darland’s 
Lake  on  Apr.  8th  (lkw),  Ponds  Wood  Nature  Reserve  on  July  21st  (jpw) 
and  Osterley  Park  on  Aug.  21st  (dgh). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  unconfirmed  report  of  breeding,  but  only  sighting  was  on 
Mar.  21st  (drg).  Singles  at  Sevenoaks  G.P.  on  Jan.  10th  and  Sept.  5th 
(jgh,jc)  and  throughout  the  year  at  Littlebrook  (drg). 

S  Probably  bred  in  Richmond  Park  (bam).  Resident  throughout  year  at 
Chessington  (jrb).  Present  at  Ashtead  from  beginning  of  year  to  May 
13th,  but  no  proof  of  breeding  obtained  (esb,obf,dp).  Singles  at  Epsom 
Common  during  summer  (rhk,mjm)  and  near  Tandridge  on  June  25th 
(rpb). 

246  Little  Owl 

There  are  some  general  indications  that  the  species’  decline  may  have  been 
stemmed,  particularly  in  Essex  where  an  increase  has  been  reported. 
Confirmed  breeding  was  recorded  in  11  localities,  and  birds  were  present 
during  the  breeding  season  in  another  11  localities. 

247  Tawny  Owl 

Breeding  status  remains  successfully  constant,  particularly  in  outer  suburban 
areas.  A  slight  increase  of  confirmed  breeding  records  to  17  was  reported. 
In  Inner  London,  one  pair  bred  in  Kensington  Gardens  (dab,cjg)  and  the 
species  roosted  in  Green  Park  (pjo)  and  Regent’s  Park  (jpw). 

248  Long-eared  Owl 

All  records  are  shown.  There  have  been  no  positive  breeding  reports 
since  1973. 

K  Greenwich  Park,  one  roosting  on  Feb.  12th  {per  gfm).  Dartford  Marsh, 
five  during  March,  one  subsequently  found  shot,  and,  at  end  of  year,  a 
single  in  November  and  December  (drg).  Littlebrook,  singles  on  May 
19th  and  23rd  (drg). 
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S  Ashtead  Common,  singles  roosting  on  Mar.  7th,  21st  and  27th  (cja,dp). 
Gatton  Park,  one  on  Apr.  25th,  which  subsequently  died  (kmk,kdm). 

249  Short-eared  Owl 

All  records  are  given,  but  dates  summarized. 

E  Up  to  five  at  Rainham  Marsh  from  Jan.  15th  to  Apr.  28th,  and  from  Nov. 

27th  to  end  of  year  (cf,jmh,rt). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  16th  (cjg). 

K  Crayfordness,  two  on  Mar.  28th  (gbc).  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Jan.  18th 
(drg). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Nov.  17th  (kdm).  Croydon  ‘airport’,  one  on 
Mar.  14th  (kdm). 

252  Nightjar 

A  further  decrease  in  the  number  of  localities  recording  breeding,  also  a 
decrease  in  the  species  itself  owing  possibly  to  cold  springs  in  recent  years. 
All  records  are  given  below. 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  three  heard  on  June  26th  and  one  pair  definitely 
present  (jdm).  Symondshyde,  up  to  five  heard  between  May  9th  and  end 
of  July  (hnhs). 

K  Farningham  Woods,  a  juvenile  on  Aug.  8th  (drg). 

S  Headley  Heath,  up  to  two  pairs  present  in  breeding  season  (mo).  Ockham 
Common,  two  heard  on  June  8th  (dp). 

255  Swift 

The  first  reports  were  from  Troy  Mill  on  Apr.  24th  (pn,rnhs)  and  Barn 
Elms  Res.  on  Apr.  30th  (wr),  followed  by  a  scattering  of  records  in  the 
first  week  of  May  and  the  main  influx  at  the  end  of  that  week  and  during 
the  second  week.  Largest  spring  counts  were  1,000+  at  Pynesfield/Troy 
Mill  G.Ps.  on  May  31st  (pn),  c.  500  at  Wraysbury  Res.  on  May  30th  (pn) 
and  c.  450  at  Harefield  Moor  on  May  20th  (jrb). 

Breeding  information  was  generally  brief  in  nature;  comparative  estimates 
of  breeding  pairs  over  a  period  of  years  would  be  of  greater  value  in 
monitoring  changes,  particularly  in  localities  where  older  types  of  buildings 
are  being  replaced.  No  positive  records  of  breeding  were  received  for 
Inner  London,  though  the  species  was  seen  feeding  over  some  of  the  parks, 
particularly  Regent’s  Park. 

Autumn  departure  was  not  well  recorded.  At  Staines  Res.  on  July  31st 
c.  700  were  present  (pn).  During  the  migration  period  the  last  flock  to 
exceed  50  was  at  Wraysbury  Res.  on  Aug.  21st  (pn),  but  the  year  was 
particularly  notable  for  the  number  of  late  birds  observed,  with  flocks  of 
up  to  14  being  reported  well  into  September  and  smaller  numbers  up  to 
Oct.  23rd.  The  last  individuals  were  seen  at  Thamesmead  on  Nov.  7th 
(efa)  and  Pebblecombe  Hill  where  there  were  four  on  Nov.  9th  (ckd,pod). 

256  Alpine  Swift 

K  Gravesend,  one  on  Oct.  23rd  (slw),  just  inside  the  LNHS  Area. 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  this  is  the  sixth  record  for 
the  London  Area  this  century. 


46 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT,  No.  41  FOR  1976 


259  Kingfisher 

All  definite  and  probable  breeding  records  are  given,  together  with  Inner 
London  observations. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  pair  unsuccessfully  (jf).  Waltham  Abbey,  one 
pair  present  during  breeding  season  (tl). 

H  Brookmans  Park,  one  seen  leaving  hole  in  river  bank  (pms).  Amwell, 
three  broods  totalling  six  fledged  young  (lvpg).  Maple  Cross,  pair  present 
during  breeding  season,  one  seen  carrying  food  (rnhs).  Old  Parkbury, 
breeding  suspected  (hnhs). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  two  pairs  bred  (avm«,pn,je).  Kempton  Park,  one 
pair  bred,  two  juveniles  ringed  (dp,hrg,mt).  Shepperton  G.P.,  two  pairs 
bred,  and  at  the  Creek  two  pairs  bred  (mt).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Canal 
at  Victoria  Park,  one  on  Oct.  10th  (bsm). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  pair  bred  (avm«,gc). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  pair  raised  two  young  (jgh,jc). 

S  Cobham  Park,  one  pair  bred  (jrm).  Mickleham,  one  pair  seen  feeding 
young  by  the  River  Mole  (pjs«).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  singles  on 
Aug.  4th  and  Oct.  27th,  and  two  on  Nov.  5th  (rea). 

261  Hoopoe 

E  Epping,  one  on  Apr.  29th  (ps#-).  Ongar,  one  on  Apr.  2nd  (jw).  Wanstead 
Park,  one  on  Apr.  30th  (jh). 

* 

262  Green  Woodpecker 

Breeding  records  were  better  reported,  with  an  apparent  increase  in  Essex. 
There  were  no  observations  in  Inner  London. 

263  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker 

Well  recorded,  with  breeding  reported  in  more  localities  than  usual. 
Particularly  notable  was  the  return  of  the  species  to  Inner  London,  where 
in  Kensington  Gardens  a  pair  was  present  in  the  breeding  season  and  on 
July  27th  a  pair  was  seen  with  two  or  more  juveniles,  suggesting  that 
breeding  had  probably  taken  place  in  the  vicinity  (dab).  Outside  the 
breeding  season,  singles  were  also  recorded  on  many  occasions  in  Regent’s 
Park  (jpw). 

264  Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker 

The  species  was  well  reported,  and  breeding  numbers  appear  to  have 
maintained  a  satisfactory  level,  particularly  in  Surrey.  In  Inner  London, 
singles  were  recorded  on  a  number  of  dates  outside  the  breeding  season  in 
Hyde  Park,  Kensington  Gardens  and  Regent’s  Park,  and  on  Aug.  25th 
three  were  seen  in  Kensington  Gardens  (dab). 

265  Wryneck 

Again  there  were  no  reports  of  breeding,  but  the  presence  of  the  species 
two  years  running  at  an  old  breeding  haunt  in  Surrey  is  promising  and 
leads  to  speculation  that  the  species  may  not  be  extinct  after  all.  The  year 
was  also  notable  for  an  impressive  autumn  passage  of  presumably  Conti¬ 
nental  migrants.  All  records  are  given  below. 

E  Hainault,  one  on  Mar.  28th  (nn). 
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H  Amwell  G.P.,  one  on  Sept.  12th  (gw). 

M  Hampton  Hill,  one  in  observer’s  garden  on  Sept.  11th  (gs /).  Alexandra 
Park,  one  on  Aug.  29th  (nb).  Staines  Moor,  one  on  Aug.  31st  (trd,ag,jfA:). 
Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  trapped  and  ringed  on  Aug.  28th  was  retrapped  on 
Aug.  30th,  and  another  bird  was  trapped  on  Sept.  13th  and  retrapped  on 
Sept.  25th  (hrg). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  singles  on  Sept.  13th  and  19th  (jah,mtnhs).  Old  Slade 
Reserve,  one  on  Sept.  8th  (jah). 

K  Blackheath  Park  Road,  one  in  observer’s  garden  on  Aug.  29th  (jrd). 
Chelsfield,  one  in  observer’s  garden  on  Aug.  27th  (sgeb).  Darrick  Wood, 
Orpington,  singles  on  Aug.  24th  and  31st  (rjc,njt).  Sevenoaks  G.P., 
singles  on  Apr.  18th,  June  25th  and  27th  (jgh,jc). 

S  At  an  old  breeding  locality,  two  visited  observer’s  garden  May  1 1— 12th, 
a  recurrence  of  similar  visits  in  May  and  June  1975  (see  Additions  and 
Corrections ).  Old  Coulsdon,  one  in  observer’s  garden  on  Sept.  6th  (dmg). 
Wimbledon  Common,  one  on  Sept.  5th  (ms). 

271  Woodlark 

No  reports  in  the  breeding  season  were  received. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  one  on  Jan.  17th,  three  present  by  the  31st,  four  from 
Feb.  15th  to  the  2.2nd;  three  again  present  during  December  (ahg). 

272  Skylark 

No  large  cold  weather  movements  were  reported,  the  largest  flock  being 
40  +  flying  high  over  Stone  Marsh  (K)  in  a  westerly  direction  on  Dec.  28th 
(drg).  The  highest  wintering  numbers  were  again  in  Kent  with  200+  at 
Dartford  Marsh  throughout  January  and  400+  at  Bromley  Common 
during  early  February  (gd). 

Spring  movements  were  noted  at  Epsom/Walton  Dov/ns  (S)  40+  on  Apr. 
11th  (ckd,pod)  and  Dartford  Marsh,  70+  on  Apr.  15th  (drg). 

Autumn  movements  were  reported  from  mid-September  and  throughout 
October,  with  several  counts  exceeding  50,  the  maximum  being  100+  at 
Epsom/Walton  Downs  on  Sept.  22nd  (ckd,pod). 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  small  movements  during 
October  and  early  November,  maximum  18  NW  on  Oct.  18th  (dab); 
Regent’s  Park,  light  passage  from  Sept.  22nd  to  Nov.  11th  (jpw). 

S  Inner  London :  Surrey  Docks,  up  to  50  present  January-February,  numbers 
declining  from  Mar.  18th;  seven  or  eight  pairs  summered,  three  observed 
carrying  food  and  one  feeding  juvenile  on  July  29th;  70  present  from  early 
December,  increasing  to  c.  120  on  the  28th  (rea). 

274  Swallow 

First  sighting  was  of  one  on  Apr.  3rd  over  Regent’s  Park  (rhk),  a  locality 
which  coincidentally  claimed  also  the  last  bird  of  the  year. 

Spring  passage  recorded  from  early  April  to  late  May:  100+  at  Harefield 
Moor  G.P.  (M)  on  May  20th  (jrb)  was  the  maximum  reported. 

An  increase  in  breeding  pairs  was  evident  in  records  from  Kent  and  Surrey, 
but  no  breeding  reports  were  received  from  north  of  the  Thames. 

The  main  autumn  passage  took  place  from  mid  to  late  September.  The 
largest  numbers  reported  during  this  period  were  700  at  Wraysbury  Res, 
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(M)  on  Sept.  15th  (avm«);  500+  within  a  period  of  approximately  45 
minutes  over  Epsom/Walton  Downs  (S)  on  the  18th  (ckd,pod);  200  + 
moving  SSE  over  Hoblingwell  Wood  (K)  on  the  20th  (khp);  200 at 
Regent’s  Park  on  the  same  date  and  240  flying  S  over  Hyde  Park/Ken¬ 
sington  Gardens  on  the  21st.  Passage  continued  well  into  October  with 
100+  at  Stonehill  Farm  (K)  on  10th  (drg),  the  maximum  count  for  the 
month.  Last  sightings  were  of  singles  over  Uxbridge  and  Regent’s  Park 
on  Nov.  3rd  (pn.jpw). 

276  House  Martin 

The  first  was  a  single  at  Wanstead  (E)  on  Apr.  1st  (wcg).  Several  observers 
commented  on  late  arrival  dates  owing  to  the  cool  spring.  Peak  passage 
took  place  towards  mid-May,  with  220  at  Tadworth  (S)  the  largest  number 
reported. 

Breeding  numbers  were  similar  to  1975  in  most  areas.  In  the  suburbs,  27 
occupied  nests  were  located  in  the  Streatham  (S)  area  (mtn),  but  in  West 
Middlesex  ehw  reported  that  only  a  small  portion  of  the  normal  breeding 
population  was  present. 

Numbers  on  autumn  passage,  from  late  August  through  to  the  second 
week  in  October,  exceeded  the  1,000  mark  in  several  localities;  5,000+ 
moving  S  over  Northfleet/Gravesend  on  Oct.  8th  (lfw,slw)  accords  with 
kos  report  of  a  heavy  passage  on  this  date. 

M  Inner  London:  No  marked  alteration  was  reported  in  the  number  of  nests 
in  established  colonies,  but  no  reports  were  received  of  the  new  colonies  in 
Northchurch  Rd.,  N1  and  Aston  St.,  El ;  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens, 
up  to  70  feeding  over  Round  Pond  in  late  August,  200+  feeding  over 
Kensington  Gardens  on  the  evening  of  Sept.  14th  (dab);  Regent’s  Park, 
c.  120  on  Oct.  6th  until  Oct.  22nd  (jpw). 

277  Sand  Martin 

One  at  Gatton  Park  (S)  on  Apr.  1st  (fmk)  was  the  first  report.  The  maxi¬ 
mum  recorded  on  spring  passage  was  200+  at  Staines  Res.  on  May  10th 
(caw).  Up  to  300  were  present  at  Holmethorpe  S.P.  (S)  from  May  to  July. 

Breeding  records  were  received  from  17  colonies,  including  one  at  the  Lea 
Valley  reservoirs  containing  c.  60  pairs  nesting  in  drain  holes  (jf).  Several 
reports  were  received  of  birds  rearing  young  in  pipes  situated  in  concrete 
walls.  The  only  colony  to  show  an  appreciable  drop  in  numbers  was  at 
Sevenoaks  G.P.,  where  by  the  end  of  May  only  24  pairs  were  reported 
present  compared  with  150  in  1975  (jc,jgh). 

Main  autumn  passage  took  place  from  late  July  to  early  September,  with 
800+  at  the  Lea  Valley  reservoirs  on  July  31st  (jf),  1,500  at  King  George  V 
Res.  on  Aug.  4th  (efg),  500+  at  Staines  Res.  on  Aug.  10th  (lfr),  ‘thousands’ 
at  Harefield  G.P.  (M)  on  Aug.  6th  and  13th  (je)  and  350  at  Littlebrook 
G.P.  (K)  on  Sept.  5th  (drg).  Three  moving  SW  over  Maple  Cross  S.F.  on 
Oct.  23rd  (mcrg)  were  the  last  sightings. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  six  over  the  Serpentine  on 
May  3rd  and  five  on  Sept.  20th  (dab)  were  the  maxima  recorded  on  passage. 


278  Golden  Oriole 

E  Epping  Forest;  one  male  with  possible  female  or  immature  on  Oct.  3rd  (ib). 
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S  Richmond  Park,  a  male  in  Pond  Plantation  at  0900  hrs.  on  May  26th 
(wj  per  bam). 

280  Carrion  Crow 

Roosts  containing  over  100  birds  and  Inner  London  breeding  records  are 
given. 

H  Barnet,  c.  115  on  Apr.  16th  (pms). 

M  Kenwood,  c.  420  on  Dec.  30th  (kes).  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park/Kensing¬ 
ton  Gardens,  12  territories;  Regent’s  Park,  nine  pairs  present  (jpw);  also 
reported  breeding  in  Bedford  Sq.,  Grays  Inn  Sq.,  Russell  Sq.,  and  Vincent 
Sq.  (dab). 

K  Joyden’s  Wood,  150+  from  late  July  to  end  of  year  (drg). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  c.  126  on  Oct.  16th  (ajc).  Hatchford,  120+  on  Feb.  27th 
(dkw).  Wimbledon  Common,  c.  200  on  Nov.  1st  (jh). 

281  Hooded  Crow 

In  the  winter  of  1975/76  the  species  was  more  numerous  than  usual  in  the 
London  Area,  suggesting  probable  Continental  influx. 

E  Epping,  one  on  Feb.  1st  (rp). 

M  Alexandra  Park,  one  present  from  Nov.  8th  to  Dec.  27th  (nb,ahg).  Poyle 
Rubbish  Tip,  one  from  October  1975  to  Mar.  14th  (avm«,pn). 

K  Orpington,  one  on  Mar.  28th  (rjc).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  singles  on  Jan.  31st 
and  Mar.  27th,  and  four  present  from  Nov.  24th  to  end  of  year  (jc,jgh). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Apr.  28th  (mjn).  Godstone,  one  on  Nov.  21st 
(igm).  Island  Barn  Res.,  two  on  Mar.  20th  (dp).  Richmond  Park,  one 
on  Feb.  14th  (kfb)  and  two  on  28th  (rdh).  Wimbledon  Common,  one  on 
Feb.  15th  (wr). 

282  Rook 

Breeding  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Five  rookeries  reported,  51  nests  (mkd). 

H  Four  rookeries  reported,  1 58  nests  (jrb,pms,lkw). 

M  Wrotham  Park,  rookery  containing  27  nests,  five  more  than  in  1975. 
Potters  Bar,  new  rookery  containing  five  nests  (rfs).  Inner  London:  Hyde 
Park/Kensington  Gardens,  there  was  no  sign  of  aviary-reared  birds  released 
in  1972  and  1973;  single  birds  were  observed  flying  over  on  three  occasions 
during  March  and  April  (dab)  ;  Regent’s  Park,  wintering  bird  present  from 
November  1975  until  Feb.  5th;  one  on  Nov.  4th  (jpw). 

B  One  rookery  reported,  29  nests  with  14  occupied  (je). 

K  Two  rookeries  reported,  78  nests  (sjg,rt). 

S  Addington  Park,  annual  decrease  since  the  peak  of  108  in  1968,  rookery 
now  extinct  (lwc).  Leatherhead,  two  new  rookeries  (dp,pjs«). 

283  Jackdaw 

Very  few  records  received.  100+  at  Hatchford  (S)  on  Feb.  27th  (dkw) 
was  the  largest  number  reported. 

A  bird  of  the  Northern  Continental  race  monedula  with  a  clearly  defined 
‘collar’  was  observed  with  four  Hooded  Crows  at  Sevenoaks  G.P.  on  Nov. 
24th  (jc,jgh),  present  only  on  this  date. 
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M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  two  on  Mar.  2nd,  four 
on  the  21st  and  one  on  Nov.  8th  (dab);  Regent’s  Park,  three  on  Apr.  2nd, 
one  on  May  11th,  two  on  the  23rd  and  one  on  Dec.  2nd  (jpw). 

284  Magpie 

The  upward  trend  in  numbers  during  recent  years  continued.  Flocks  of 
20  or  more  birds  w7ere  reported  from  seven  localities  during  winter  months, 
56  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  Jan.  26th  (drg)  being  the  highest  count. 

M  Inner  London:  Buckingham  Palace,  one  pair  bred  (sc);  Hyde  Park / 
Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  four  territories  (dab,rfs);  Regent’s  Park,  bred, 
five  pairs  present  (jpw);  St.  James’s  Park,  one  pair  probably  present 
throughout  year  (pjo). 

286  Jay 

The  largest  counts  reported  were  14  at  Bromley  Common  (K)  on  Apr.  14th 
and  18  at  Joyden’s  Wood  (K)  on  Oct.  31st  (drg). 

Inner  London  breeding-season  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  four  territories  (dab.rfs)  ;  Regent's 
Park,  bred,  four  pairs  present  (jpw). 

288  Great  Tit 

Inner  London  breeding  season  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  31  territories  (dab,rfs);  Regent’s 
Park,  bred,  25  pairs  present  (jpw). 

289  Blue  Tit 

Exceptional  numbers  of  juvenile  birds  were  reported  in  north  Kent  during 
June.  Records  submitted  for  July  showed  a  drastic  drop  had  occurred 
from  mid-July,  probably  owing  to  prevailing  drought  conditions;  and 
numbers  remained  below  normal  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  (drg).  It  is 
open  to  supposition  whether  the  long  dry  period  simply  forced  the  birds  to 
move  out  of  the  area  earlier  than  normal  or  if  heavy  mortality  resulted 
from  the  exceptional  weather. 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred  69  territories  (dab.rfs);  Regent’s 
Park,  bred  43  pairs  (jpw). 

290  Coal  Tit 

Inner  London  breeding-season  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  14  territories,  an  increase  of  four  over 
1975  (dab,rfs);  Regent’s  Park,  eight  territories  compared  with  11  in  1975 
(jpw). 

292  Marsh  Tit 

Reports  indicate  an  increase  in  numbers  and  distribution  compared  with 
recent  years;  30  pairs  in  the  Epping  Forest  area  (mobs)  was  the  highest 
number  recorded.  There  were  no  records  for  Inner  London, 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1976 


51 


Reported  in  the  breeding  season  from: 

E  Epping  Forest,  Hainault  and  Thorndon  Park. 

H  Cassiobury  Park. 

M  Eastcote  Common. 

K  Beckenham  Place  Park  and  Westerham  area. 

S  Arbrook  Common,  Bookham  Common,  Epsom  Common,  Headley  Heath, 
Park  Downs,  Perrot’s  Wood  and  Wimbledon  Common. 


293  Willow  Tit 

More  numerous  than  Marsh  Tit.  No  records  were  received  from  Inner 
London. 

Reported  in  the  breeding  season  from: 

E  Hainault,  Havering,  Navestock,  Nazeing,  Ongar,  Sewardstone,  Waltham 
Abbey  and  Wanstead  Park. 

H  Cassiobury  Park  and  Stocker’s  Lake. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  Mill  Hill  and  Stanmore  Common. 
K  Bromley  Common,  Farningham  Woods,  Joyden’s  Wood  and  Orpington 
area. 

S  Ashtead  Common,  Bookham  Common,  Littleworth  Common,  Oxshott 
area,  Perrot’s  Wood,  Princes  Coverts  and  Wimbledon  Common. 


294 

M 


S 


Long-tailed  Tit 

Highest  numbers  were  reported  from  October  to  the  end  of  the  year,  c.  70 
at  Stocker’s  Lake  (H)  on  Dec.  4th  (avm«)  being  the  largest  count. 


Inner  London  records  are  given:  Green  Park,  two  on  Mar.  19th  (dab); 
Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  present  throughout  year,  max.  nine  on 
Nov.  11th,  two  pairs  bred  (dar,rfs);  Kensington  Park  Rd.,  party  feeding 
in  ash  tree  during  early  February  (mw);  Regent’s  Park,  present  up  to  Feb. 
6th  with  max.  of  seven  on  Jan.  22nd,  not  seen  again  until  Oct.  13th  when 
13  were  present,  15  on  Oct.  26th  and  seven  on  Nov.  3rd  (jpw). 

Bookham  Common,  number  of  territories  over  the  last  14  years  are  given 
below  (gb): 


40-acres  Oakwood 
96-acres  Scrubland 

40-acres  Oakwood 
96-acres  Scrubland 


1963  1964  1965  1966  1967  1968  1969 

0  0  1  2  2  1  1 

0  2  3  4  5  6  6 

1970  1971  1972  1973  1974  1975  1976 

2  3  2  3  2  2  2 

5  4  6  6  7  4  6 


295  Bearded  Tit 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  20  on  Jan.  11th,  15  on  Feb.  21st  (jmh),  but,  in  autumn, 
only  one  present  from  Oct.  29th  up  to  end  of  year  (mkd). 

M  Brent  Res.,  a  pair  present  on  Oct.  25th  (sa). 


296  Nuthatch 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Kensington  Gardens,  a  pair,  which  was  present  from  November  1975, 
remained  and  bred  successfully  in  an  oak  tree;  the  last  breeding  record  for 
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the  park  was  in  1964,  since  which  time  the  species  has  only  been  an  occa¬ 
sional  visitor,  mainly  outside  breeding  season  (dab,cjg,rfs);  Regent’s  Park, 
one  was  present  from  Jan.  14th  to  Feb.  13th  (jpw). 

298  Treecreeper 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  resident  throughout  year,  three  pairs  bred 
successfully  (dab,rfs);  Regent’s  Park,  one  pair  located,  evidence  of  three 
broods  (jpw). 

299  Wren 

Very  few  records  were  received  making  it  impossible  to  compare  breeding 
numbers  with  those  of  recent  years.  In  the  Park  Downs  area  (S)  a  dramatic 
decrease  was  reported  from  February  onwards,  with  a  reduction  of  breeding 
pairs  to  15  compared  with  30  in  1975  (rhf).  Elsewhere,  the  few  records 
received  indicate  that  the  upward  trend  of  recent  years  has  continued. 

Inner  London  breeding-season  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  -23  territories  (dab,rfs);  Regent’s 
Park,  a  good  breeding  season  reported  with  26  territories  compared  with 
18  in  1975  (jpw). 

S  Surrey  Docks,  two  singing  on  Apr.  2nd  (rea). 

300  Dipper 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  was  seen  to  fly  into  a  pump  tunnel  at  the  empty 
reservoir  on  Jan.  1st  (rl).  Its  field  description  suggested  the  British  race 
gularis  rather  than  the  Continental  cinclus. 

This  is  the  sixth  record  this  century  for  the  London  Area.  The  last  was  of 
a  Continental  bird  which  wintered  from  January  to  March  1969. 

301  Mistle  Thrush 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  seven  territories  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s 
Park,  bred,  12  pairs  (jpw).  Away  from  the  parks,  bred  at  Mecklenburgh 
and  Russell  Squares  in  Holborn  (sc)  and  at  the  Imperial  Institute  in  South 
Kensington  (rjc). 

302  Fieldfare 

Probably  nearly  as  common  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  as  in  1975.  Flocks 
of  100  or  more  were  reported  from  15  localities  in  the  period  January  to 
March,  the  largest  numbers  being  500+  at  Bromley  Common,  Kent,  on 
Feb.  28th  (gd),  and  up  to  500  at  Queen  Mary  Res.,  Middx.,  in  February 
(hrg).  Small  numbers  were  reported  in  April  and  birds  were  still  present 
at  four  localities  on  May  1st.  Inner  London  records  included  16  flying  SE 
on  Jan.  26th  at  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens  (dab,cjg,rfs),  23  flying  W 
on  Jan.  29th  at  Regent’s  Park  (jpw),  32  at  Battersea  Park  on  Feb.  18th 
(rap)  and  at  Surrey  Docks  c.  75  on  Feb.  3rd,  c.  45  on  the  5th  and  c.  40  on 
the  24th  (rea). 

Late  stragglers  were  reported  at  Joyden’s  Wood,  Bexley,  Kent,  on  May  9th, 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1976 


53 


16th  and  23rd  (drg),  at  Epsom  Common,  Surrey,  on  May  23rd  (swg)  and 
at  Alexandra  Park,  Middx.,  on  June  12th  (ahg). 

In  the  autumn  singles  were  seen  at  Alleyn’s  School,  Dulwich,  Surrey,  on 
Sept.  21st  (bb),  at  Thamesmead,  Kent,  on  Oct.  1st  (jfw)  and  at  Dartford 
Marsh,  Kent,  on  Oct.  23rd  (drg).  On  Oct.  31st,  140  were  reported  at 
Joyden’s  Wood,  Bexley,  Kent  (drg)  and  small  numbers  at  three  other 
localities.  Several  observers  commented  on  numbers  being  low  for  the  rest 
of  the  year,  and  no  more  than  40  were  reported  at  any  locality  in  November. 
In  most  of  our  Area  this  remained  true  in  December,  but  at  Thurrock, 
Essex,  there  were  200  on  Dec.  15th  (drg)  and,  in  the  Lea  Valley,  300+  at 
Cheshunt  G.P.,  Herts.,  on  the  12th  (hnhs),  300  at  Waltham  Abbey,  Essex, 
on  the  26th  (jf),  800  at  Sewardstone,  Essex,  on  the  27th  (jf)  and  3,000  at  a 
roost  at  Fisher’s  Green,  Essex,  on  the  30th  (pt). 


303  Song  Thrush 

Two  comments  suggest  that  the  dry  summer  may  have  proved  to  be  an 
unsuccessful  breeding  season.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  30  territories ;  an  influx  of  migrants 
noted  on  Sept.  6th  and  20th  and  Oct.  9th  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  bred, 
44  territories;  increase  in  numbers  on  Sept.  28th  and  Oct.  8th  (jpw). 


304  Redwing 

Much  commoner  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  than  in  1975.  The  maxima 
for  any  one  locality  in  the  first  three  months,  all  at  Eden  Park,  Beckenham, 
Kent,  were  700  on  Jan.  7th,  1,000+  on  Feb.  24th  and  800  on  Mar.  1st  and 
16th  (gd,der),  but  the  species  was  plentiful  generally  and  concentrations 
of  100  or  more  were  reported  from  27  localities  including  600+  at  Bromley 
Common,  Kent,  on  Feb.  28th  (gd).  The  largest  number  seen  in  Inner 
London  was  170  at  Battersea  Park  on  Feb.  18th  (rap).  Most  had  left  the 
Area  by  the  end  of  March  and  few  were  seen  in  April.  One  in  Regent’s 
Park,  Inner  London,  on  May  3rd  (jpw)  was  the  last  except  for  an  unusually 
late  bird  present  in  Spankers  Hill  Wood,  Richmond  Park,  Surrey,  from  at 
least  June  10th  to  July  10th,  apparently  fit  and  well  (rdh.fl<7,bam). 

The  first  reports  in  autumn  were  of  two  at  Queen  Mary  Res.,  Middx.,  on 
Sept.  28th  (hrg)  and  two  at  Hanworth,  Middx.,  on  Sept.  29th  (mwj). 
There  were  27  at  Joyden’s  Wood,  Bexley,  Kent,  on  Oct.  10th  (drg),  but 
substantial  numbers  did  not  appear  until  the  end  of  the  month,  with 
maxima  of  100  at  Queen  Mary  Res.,  Middx.,  on  Oct.  30th  (hrg)  and  90  at 
Joyden’s  Wood  on  the  31st  (drg).  The  largest  numbers  in  November  were 
200  on  the  14th  at  Bookham  Common,  Surrey  (res),  and  200  at  Queen 
Mary  Res.  on  the  20th  and  27th  (hrg).  Towards  the  end  of  December 
there  was  a  further  increase  in  numbers  with  500  at  Sewardstone,  Essex,  on 
the  27th  (jf)  and  on  the  30th  two  roosts  each  estimated  to  contain  3,000 
birds  at  Fisher’s  Green,  Essex  (pt)  and  at  Happy  Valley,  Coulsdon,  Surrey 
(aws).  A  bird  ringed  at  Queen  Mary  Res.,  Middx.,  on  Oct.  26th,  1974,  was 
recovered  on  Mar.  12th,  1976,  at  Llodio,  Alava,  Spain  (hrg). 

307  Ring  Ouzel 

E  Rainham,  a  male  on  Apr.  10th  (jmh  et  al.).  Thorndon  Park,  a  male  on 
Oct.  24th  (rl,kbQ. 
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M  Osterley  Park,  a  male  on  Mar.  31st  (ct/i).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  a  male  on 
Apr.  24th  (hrg). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  a  male  and  a  female  on  Nov.  7th  (swg).  Wimbledon 
Common,  a  female  Apr.  6th  to  10th  (rhk,res). 

308  Blackbird 

Breeding  records  for  Inner  London  and  the  only  other  breeding  population 
estimate  received  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  137  territories 
(dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  bred,  134  pairs  (jpw). 

K  Bromley  Common,  at  least  sixty  pairs  bred  (gd). 

311  Wheatear 

The  first  noted  was  a  male  at  Kempton  Park  on  Mar.  20th  (mt)  and  up  to 
four  had  been  seen  at  nine  localities  by  the  end  of  the  month.  The  biggest 
spring  influx  was  during  the  first  four  days  of  April  when  704-  were 
reported.  Thereafter  one  to  three  were  reported  on  most  days  up  to  the 
end  of  April  and  less  frequently  up  to.  May  18th  with  stragglers  on  the 
23rd  and  29th  and  June  6th;  minor  peaks  may  be  indicated  by  eight  at  one 
locality  on  Apr.  15th,  seven  on  Apr.  28th,  and  12  at  one  locality  and  five 
at  another  on  May  5th.  One  trapped  and  ringed  on  May  8th  at  Queen 
Mary  Res.  was  of  the  Greenland  race  ( leucorrhod )  (hrg). 

One  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  July  29th  (wr)  was  the  first  autumn  record.  From 
Aug.  6th  to  the  end  of  October  there  were  few  days  on  which  at  least  one 
bird  was  not  reported  somewhere  in  the  Area,  but  the  apparent  peaks 
frequently  occurred  on  Saturdays  and  Sundays  and  probably  indicate  peak 
numbers  of  observers  rather  than  of  birds.  The  largest  number  at  one 
locality  in  this  period  was  1 1  at  Surrey  Docks,  Inner  London,  on  Sept.  20th 
(rea).  In  November  there  were  one  or  two  on  the  5th,  6th,  7th  and  12th. 

The  above  summary  may  well  not  present  a  true  picture,  as  some  regular 
observers  provide  only  the  first  and  last  dates  for  spring  and  autumn  with 
the  largest  number  seen  (with  or  without  date)  or  number  of  ‘bird-days’, 
making  comparison  with  detailed  records  submitted  by  most  observers 
difficult  or  impossible. 

317  Stonechat 

A  further  fall  in  the  number  of  pairs  breeding,  but  of  the  ten  probable  pairs, 
there  was  some  evidence  of  success  for  nine.  Frequently  reported  outside 
of  the  breeding  season.  Breeding  season  records  only  are  given. 

E  Feldes  Weir,  a  male  in  May  (rl).  Rainham,  a  pair  on  May  2nd  at  nest 
with  two  chicks  (ds).  Sewardstone,  one  on  June  19th  (cf«).  Walthamstow, 
one  pair  reared  two  young  (ag_v)  ;  a  pair  in  another  area  but  no  young  seen 
(jf). 

M  Longford  G.P.,  an  adult  male  with  a  newly-fledged  flying  juvenile  on  July 
16th  (jah). 

K  Cross  Ness  S.F.,  present  throughout  the  year  and  juveniles  seen  on  Aug. 
12th  (jfw).  Swanscombe  Marsh,  a  male  on  May  16th  (jnw). 

S  Ashtead  Common,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (wri).  Croydon  ‘airport’, 
an  anxious  pair  present  from  June  9th  to  16th,  the  female  carrying  food, 
but  no  young  seen  (kdm).  Epsom  Common,  one  pair  bred  successfully 
(wri).  Richmond  Park,  a  pair  reared  two  broods  successfully  (bam, wri), 
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318  Whinchat 

Scarce  on  spring  passage :  one  on  Apr.  30th,  one  to  three  at  eight  localities 
in  the  period  May  4th  to  8th,  one  or  two  at  four  localities  May  14th  to  16th, 
one  on  May  23rd  and  two  on  May  29th. 

Plentiful  on  the  autumn  passage  beginning  with  two  on  July  29th,  then  one 
to  four  on  most  dates  from  Aug.  11th  to  20th;  much  commoner  from  Aug. 
21st  to  Sept.  12th  with  counts  reaching  eight  or  nine  in  a  day  at  five 
localities ;  only  recorded  on  eight  days  in  the  rest  of  September,  maximum 
four  on  the  23rd,  and  only  one  or  two  on  four  widely  separated  dates  in 
October,  1st,  9th,  16th  and  31st. 

No  evidence  of  breeding  or  attempted  breeding. 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Apr.  30th,  May  4th  and  Oct.  1st  (jpw). 

S  Site  of  Nine  Elms  Gas  Works,  one  on  May  14th  (pjs/z).  Surrey  Docks,  one 
on  May  4th,  three  on  the  5th  and  6th  and  one  on  the  14th;  five  or  six  Aug. 
23rd  to  25th,  three  Aug.  26th,  and  singles  on  Sept.  7th,  9th  and  20th  (rea). 


320  Redstart 

Breeding  proved  at  only  four  localities.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Epping  Forest,  six  singing  males  and  pairs  with  young  in  two  different  areas 
in  June  (jf,sk,mkd);  seven  on  Sept.  10th,  five  on  Sept.  12th  and  one  on  Oct. 
13th  (cf«,km).  Hainault,  six  on  Aug.  23rd  (mkd)  who  also  states  that 
there  was  a  heavy  autumn  passage.  Rainham,  one  on  Nov.  7th  (js). 
Thorndon  Park,  a  male  on  May  6th  and  two  males  on  June  5th  (rl,ebwps). 
Waltham  Abbey,  one  on  Aug.  28th  (tl).  Wanstead  Park,  one  on  Apr.  2nd 
and  Oct.  3rd  (cp/). 

H  Cheshunt,  one  on  Apr.  25th  (jf).  Northaw  Great  Wood,  a  pair  on  May 
23rd  were  later  seen  feeding  young  (lkw).  Whippendell  Wood,  a  male 
singing  on  May  9th  was  the  first  there  for  many  years  (jdm). 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  a  male  sang  throughout  May  but  no  female  seen  (kes). 
Kempton  Park,  two  trapped  on  Sept.  18th  (hrg).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one 
trapped  and  ringed  on  Aug.  21st  (hrg),  one  on  Sept.  8th  and  23rd  (sa,apg). 
Staines  Moor,  two  on  Sept.  1st,  one  on  Oct.  4th  (mw^pn).  Staines  Res., 
a  male  on  Sept.  3rd  (gc,ps?).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  a  male  on  Sept. 
3rd  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  May  4th  and  5th  (jpw). 

K  Cudham,  a  male  on  Aug.  15th  (gbc).  Darrick  Wood,  Orpington,  a  male 
on  May  4th  and  one  on  Aug.  25th  (rjc,njt).  Pratt’s  Bottom,  one  on  Sept. 
4th  (trs).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  a  male  on  Sept.  16th  (jc,jgh).  Thamesmead- 
Erith,  one  on  Sept.  8th  and  22nd  (pjs«). 

S  Ashtead  Common,  a  male  on  Apr.  18th  (dp).  Ar brook  Common,  a  male 
singing  on  May  23rd  (dkw).  Bookham  Common,  a  male  on  May  1st 
(mhr).  Claygate,  a  female  on  May  5th  (lv).  Coulsdon,  a  female  on  Sept. 
11th  (rpb).  Esher,  a  male  on  Apr.  24th  (mt).  Limpsfield  Chart,  three  on 
May  1st  and  at  least  four  May  23rd  and  subsequently  (ajh,jsn):  a  pair 
feeding  four  young  June  12th  to  16th  (dw«).  Richmond  Park,  a  male  on 
May  1st  (ml.s)  and  a  female  on  Oct.  17th  (bam). 


321  Black  Redstart 

Observers  appear  to  have  lost  interest  in  this  species  and  several  former 
breeding  haunts  have  not  been  adequately  watched.  The  following  details 
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are  unlikely  to  represent  the  true  breeding  status  of  this  species.  Of  eight 
pairs  five  are  known  to  have  bred;  eleven  singing  males  located. 

Breeding  season  records  are  given.  As  usual  there  were  a  few  records  of 
passage  birds  and  others  were  present  in  winter  at  Littlebrook  Power 
Station,  Kent,  Stratford,  Essex,  and  Surrey  Docks,  Inner  London. 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  on  May  1st  (jf).  King  George  Y  Res.,  singing  males  on 
May  9th  and  15th.  Stratford,  a  pair  in  June,  probably  nested  (dfh). 

M  Inner  London:  Wilson  Street,  EC2,  a  pair  throughout  the  summer;  no 
juveniles  seen  but  may  have  attempted  to  nest  in  derelict  buildings  near 
Broad  Street  Station  (sjr).  Trig  Lane,  EC4,  a  male  on  May  14th  (rea). 
Cartwright  Street,  El,  a  male  singing  on  July  5th  (jdh). 

K  Littlebrook  Power  Station,  one  pair  reared  two  broods  (drg).  Northfleet 
A.P.C.M.,  a  pair  with  young  in  nest  beneath  cement  silos  on  May  28th 
(lfw).  Northfleet  Paper  Mills,  a  pair  on  May  5th  and  a  male  on  June  21st ; 
a  used  nest  found  in  derelict  buildings  in  September  and  workmen  said 
they  had  heard  and  seen  young  (rfs). 

S  Croydon  Gas  Works,  Purley  Way,  one  pair  bred  in  old  buildings  (pjsr). 
Croydon  Power  Station,  Beddington  Lane,  singing  males  on  May  30th  and 
June  6th  (swg).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  at  least  four  singing  males; 
at  least  one  pair  bred,  a  pair  being  seen  with  three  young  on  June  21st  and 
adults  with  young  on  Aug.  9th  (rea).  Battersea  Bridge  (S  side)  one  heard 
calling  from  a  derelict  building  W  of  the  bridge  and  another  from  waste 
land  E  of  the  bridge  on  Apr.  18th  and  19th  (ns).  Site  of  Nine  Elms  Gas 
Works,  a  singing  male  and  a  female  on  May  14th  but  site  not  visited 
subsequently  (pjs«).  Lavington  Street,  Southwark,  a  male  singing  in  this 
area  from  late  April  to  June  on  many  occasions  (bs).  St.  Saviour’s  Dock, 
Bermondsey,  one  singing  on  June  15th  (jrl). 


322  Nightingale 

E  Hainault,  a  pair  on  May  6th  and  a  male  singing  in  June  (mkd).  Ilford,  one 
on  Oct.  7th  (agi). 

H  Northaw  Great  Wood,  two  pairs  bred  (lkw).  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P., 
one  singing  on  May  5th  (hpm). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  trapped  and  ringed  on  Aug.  7th  (hrg). 

K  Beckenham  Place  Park,  one  on  Sept.  6th  (rb-h).  Joyden’s  Wood,  Bexley, 
one  on  May  2nd  (drg). 

S  Ashtead  Common,  at  least  two  singing  males  in  the  breeding  season,  one 
of  which  was  considered  to  be  unmated  (wri,am,res).  Bookham  Common, 
six  territories,  more  than  in  any  recent  year  (gb).  Chaldon,  two  singing  on 
May  9th  (jsn).  Farthing  Down,  two  on  May  27th  (rhc).  Headley  Heath, 
one  seen  and  heard  on  May  11th  (ckd,pod).  Juniper  Top,  one  from  June 
3rd  to  13th  (ckd,pod).  Prince’s  Coverts,  four  singing  males,  one  nest 
found;  observer  suspected  at  least  two  males  were  unmated  (wri). 


324  Bluethroat 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  a  first-year  female,  trapped  and  ringed  on  Oct.  10th  (mjn, 
kp y),  was  the  first  record  for  the  London  Area  since  1970  and  the  ninth 
this  century. 
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325  Robin 

Inner  London  records  and  estimates  of  the  breeding  population  of  two 
other  localities  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  27  territories  (dab, 
rfs) ;  Regent’s  Park,  bred,  53  pairs;  an  increase  noted  on  Sept.  24th  (jpw); 
St.  George’s  Gardens,  WC1,  two  juveniles  on  July  9th,  the  first  breeding 
for  this  area  (sc). 

K  Bromley  Common,  25  to  30  pairs  in  the  area  on  June  27th  (gd). 

S  Bookham  Common,  32  territories  in  96  acres  of  scrub,  an  increase  on 
recent  years  (gb). 

326  Cetti’s  Warbler 

E  In  a  locality  in  the  south  of  the  county  two  singing  males  held  territories 
from  April  to  June. 

H  At  a  site  in  the  Colne  Valley  a  male,  trapped  and  ringed  on  Dec.  14th,  1975, 
remained  in  the  area  until  Jan.  9th.  In  another  locality  a  singing  male  was 
present  from  April  29th  and  two  birds  were  seen  between  May  8th  and  27th. 

These  reports  demonstrate  the  rapid  spread  of  this  species  since  its  recent 
colonization  of  East  Kent.  The  first  records  for  the  London  Area  were  in 
1975. 

327  Grasshopper  Warbler 

E  Sewardstone,  two  or  three  singing  males  in  April  (cf n). 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  three  singing  on  June  26th  (jdm).  Rye  Meads,  one 
singing,  no  date  given  (lvpg).  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  two  from  May  4th 
to  8th  and  one  on  the  21st  (hpm).  Symondshyde,  two  or  three  singing 
May  to  July  (hnhs). 

M  Ruislip,  one  singing  at  Poor’s  Field  on  May  11th  and  12th,  June  20th  and 
21st  and  July  21st  to  23rd  was  trapped  and  ringed  on  July  21st  (je,rrd, 

RNHS). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  singing  on  May  1st  (avm«,pn). 

K  Darenth  Pits,  one  singing  on  June  8th  (rhh). 

S  Ashtead  Common,  six  or  seven  singing  males  located;  nests  of  two  pairs 
found  and  young  seen  in  a  different  area  (wri).  Bookham  Common,  two 
territories  (gb).  Caterham,  one  singing  on  May  23rd  (ajh)  and  two  at 
Birch  Wood  on  June  13th  (sja).  Epsom  Common,  two  singing  males  on 
May  14th,  three  on  July  10th  (swg,wri).  Headley  Heath,  one  on  May 
11th  (ckd,pod).  Woldingham,  one  singing  on  May  7th  (igm). 

333  Reed  Warbler 

Inner  London  records  and  a  selection  of  breeding  records  are  given. 
Clearly  many  breeding  sites  are  not  reported. 

E  Nazeing,  six  pairs  (mcc).  Sewardstone,  eight  territories  in  May  (cf ri). 
Walthamstow  Res.,  six  pairs  (jf). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  five  pairs  breeding  May  9th  (hnhs).  Rye  Meads,  75 
singing  males  (lvpg).  Small  numbers  of  singing  males  also  reported  from 
Croxley  Moor,  Frogmore  and  Stanborough. 

M  Brent  Res.,  11  singing  males  (lab).  Colne  Valley,  up  to  12  pairs  bred 
(rnhs).  Staines  Moor,  birds  singing  and  holding  territory  (apg).  Inner 
London:  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  May  6th;  one  on  Aug.  31st 
(dab,cjg).  Regent’s  Park,  two  singing  on  Apr.  30th  (jpw). 
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B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  four  or  five  pairs  May  to  July  (gc). 

K  Crayfordness,  fledgelings  being  fed  on  Aug.  8th  (gbc).  Dartford  Marsh, 
over  12  pairs  bred  (drg).  Littlebrook,  several  pairs  bred  (drg).  North- 
fleet,  seven  adults  with  young  on  July  7th  (lfw).  Swanscombe  Marsh, 
eight  singing  males  on  May  23rd  (khp). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  at  least  one  pair  bred  (fsa,wr).  Gatton  Park,  one  pair 
bred  (fmk).  Godstone  Town  Pond,  one  or  two  in  song  on  July  1st  (ajh). 
Richmond  Park,  two  or  three  pairs  bred  (bam).  Thorpe  Water  Park,  bred, 
(hmb,arr). 

337  Sedge  Warbler 

Inner  London  records  and  a  selection  of  breeding  records  are  given. 
Clearly  many  breeding  sites  are  not  reported. 

H  Rye  Meads,  72  singing  males  (lvpg). 

M  Alexandra  Park,  two  pairs  bred  (nb,ahg).  Brent  Res.,  15+  established 
singing  males  (lab).  Staines  Moor,  birds  singing  and  holding  territories 
(apg).  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Apr.  24th  and  27th 
and  May  1st;  Hyde  Park,  one  on  May  3rd  and  7th  (dab).  Regent’s  Park, 
one  on  Apr.  30th  and  May  3rd  and  4th,  two  on  May  5th  (jpw). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  seven  or  eight  pairs  May  to  July  (gc). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  at  least  three  pairs  bred  (drg).  Littlebrook,  at  least 
three  pairs  bred  (drg). 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  a  pair  present  on  June  5th  after  a  male  had 
sung  from  May  17th;  seen  carrying  food  for  young  on  June  28th  and  also 
from  Aug.  4th  to  9th;  a  juvenile  on  July  20th;  the  first  proved  breeding  for 
Inner  London. 

343  Blackcap 

Insufficient  information  received  to  assess  the  breeding  status  of  this  species. 
Inner  London  breeding  records  and  occurrences  in  January,  February, 
November  and  December  are  given. 

H  Croxley  Green,  one  on  Nov.  27th  and  Dec.  12th  (trd  et  al.). 

M  Chiswick,  a  male  in  a  garden  on  Dec.  31st  (db).  Cowley,  one  trapped  and 
ringed  at  Little  Britain  Lake  on  Dec.  27th  (jah).  Potters  Bar,  a  male 
trapped  and  ringed  in  garden  on  Nov.  20th  (rfs).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  four 
ringed  during  November,  one  ringed  on  Dec.  4th,  three  on  Dec.  11th  two 
of  which  were  retrapped  and  one  newly  ringed  (hrg).  Ruislip,  a  female  on 
Dec.  9th  and  two  males,  one  adult  the  other  immature,  on  Dec.  13th,  all 
trapped  and  ringed  in  garden  (ph).  Stanmore,  one  from  October  to  Dec. 
18th  in  garden  (pp h).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens, 
bred,  five  territories  and  juveniles  seen  (dab,cjc,rfs).  Regent’s  Park, 
eight  pairs  present  compared  with  three  in  1975  (jpw). 

K  Bromley,  a  female  in  garden  on  Dec.  25th  (gbc).  Greenhithe,  two  males 
and  a  female  on  Dec.  5th  (cgg).  Orpington,  one  in  Darrick  Wood  on  Nov. 
27th  (rjc). 

S  Reigate,  a  female  on  Dec.  4th  (rhc).  Wimbledon  Common,  a  female  in  a 
garden  on  Dec.  30th  (jjh). 

346  Garden  Warbler 

Inner  London  and  a  selection  of  breeding  records  are  given.  Clearly  many 
breeding  sites  are  not  reported. 
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E  Epping  Forest,  four  pairs,  seven  singing  males  heard  (efg).  Hainault, 
eight  pairs  in  June,  an  increase  (mkd).  Thorndon  Park,  two  or  three  pairs 
nested  (ebwps).  Waltham  Abbey,  two  singing  males  in  May  (lvpg). 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  singles  on  seven  dates  in 
May  and  one  on  Sept.  3rd  (dab);  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  May  5th  and 
12th  and  Aug.  12th  (jpw). 

K  Joyden’s  Wood,  Bexley,  several  pairs  bred,  but  fewer  than  Blackcap  (drg). 

Ruxley  G.P.,  a  nest  with  young  on  June  6th  (srp). 

S  Arbrook  Common,  one  singing  on  May  23rd  and  June  7th  (dkw).  Book- 
ham  Common,  at  least  one  pair  bred  successfully  (g wd).  Epsom  Common, 
two  feeding  young  on  June  20th  (esb).  Wimbledon  Common,  two  pairs 
in  May  and  June  but  no  breeding  evidence  (sb}>,rhk). 

347  Whitethroat 

Only  comments  on  changes  in  numbers  and  Inner  London  records  are 
given. 

E  Apparently  outnumbers  the  Lesser  Whitethroat. 

M  Kempton  Park,  ten  ringed  during  the  month  of  August  compared  with  only 
three  during  August,  1975  (hrg).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington 
Gardens,  singles  on  May  6th,  Aug.  11th  and  Aug.  30th  (dab);  Regent’s 
Park,  two  on  May  4th  and  three  on  the  6th;  one  Aug.  9th,  two  Aug.  10th, 
one  Aug.  12th  and  26th  and  Sept.  6th  and  17th  (jpw). 

S  Bookham  Common,  15  territories  compared  with  seven  in  1975  (gb). 
Headley  Heath,  five  singing  males  on  May  22nd  but  all  nest  sites  were 
destroyed  by  fire  (ckd,pod).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  singing  on 
May  5th;  one  on  Aug,  23rd  and  25th  and  two  on  Sept.  20th  (rea). 

348  Lesser  Whitethroat 

Apparently  good  numbers  on  the  autumn  passage,  as  during  the  month  of 
August  37  were  ringed  at  Kempton  Park  and  38  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  (hrg). 
No  assessment  of  the  breeding  status  is  possible  from  the  records  received. 
Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  two  on  May  6th  and  10th  and  singles  on 
four  other  dates  in  May;  singles  on  Aug.  17th,  Sept.  3rd  and  Sept.  5th 
(dab).  Regent’s  Park,  singles  recorded  on  several  dates  between  Apr.  29th 
and  May  8th  and  two  on  the  latter  date  (jpw). 

351  Subalpine  Warbler 

K  Darrick  Wood,  Orpington,  a  male  on  May  9th  (rjc,djm). 

The  record  has  been  accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  and  is 
the  first  for  the  London  Area  this  century. 

354  Willow  Warbler 

An  early  arrival  date,  estimates  of  breeding  populations  of  three  areas  and 
Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Uxbridge,  a  male  singing  on  Mar.  6th  (jah).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/ 
Kensington  Gardens,  spring  passage  from  Apr.  6th  to  May  18th,  mainly  of 
from  one  to  four  birds,  but  with  a  maximum  of  ten  on  Apr.  30th;  return 
passage  from  July  29th  to  Sept.  21st,  but  numbers  well  below  normal, 
maximum  eight  on  Aug.  16th  (dab,cjg,rfs)  ;  Regent’s  Park,  up  to  four  in 
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April  and  up  to  seven  in  May;  autumn  passage  from  Aug.  8th  to  Sept.  30th, 
maximum  six  on  Sept.  10th  (jpw);  St.  James’s  Park,  one  on  May  6th  (pjo); 
Sussex  Square,  W2,  one  singing  on  May  4th  (dab). 

K  Bromley  Common,  in  June,  25  pairs  estimated  and  young  present  (gd). 

S  Banstead  Downs,  15  pairs  estimated  (rhbf).  Park  Downs,  19  pairs  present 
on  23  acres  (rhbf).  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  two  singing  on  Apr. 
28th  (rap);  Surrey  Docks,  two  on  May  4th  and  one  on  the  5th;  three  on 
Sept.  6th  and  two  on  the  7th  (rea). 


356  Chiffchaff 

Fewer  records  of  wintering  birds  than  in  1975;  at  least  seven  birds  reported 
from  seven  localities  in  January  and  February  and  at  least  15  from  ten 
localities  in  November  and  December.  Inner  London  records  are  sum¬ 
marized  below. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  one  or  two  on  six  dates  from  Apr.  2nd  to 
21st  and  one  on  May  26th;  return  passage,  almost  daily  from  Aug.  17th  to 
Oct.  6th  of  one  to  four  birds  (dab,cjg,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Mar. 
24th,  then  very  sparse  spring  passage  up  to  May  6th;  autumn  passage  from 
Aug.  9th  to  Oct.  28th,  maxima  four  on  Oct.  6th  and  19th  (jpw). 

S  Surrey  Docks,  singles  on  Feb.  11th  and  14th  and  Mar.  8th  and  one  singing 
on  Apr.  9th  (rea). 

357  Wood  Warbler 

All  records  are  given.  No  evidence  of  breeding  obtained. 

E  Epping  Forest,  one  singing  in  June  (jf).  Hainault,  two  singing  from  May 
6th  to  8th  (mkd).  Thorndon  Park,  males  singing  on  May  16th,  23rd  and 
30th  and  June  13th,  at  least  two  involved  (mkd,rl,ebwps).  Wanstead  Park, 
one  on  Aug.  1st  (cpr). 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  two  on  July  24th  (hnhs).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one  on 
Sept.  11th  (mcrg).  Northaw  Great  Wood,  a  pair  in  May  (lkw). 

M  Eastcote  Common,  one  singing  on  May  31st  (ph).  Hampstead  Heath,  one 
singing  throughout  the  month  of  May  but  no  female  seen  (kes).  Stanmore 
Common,  a  pair  on  May  4th  and  a  male  on  the  5th  (lkw,ehw). 

K  Beckenham  Place  Park,  one  singing  on  several  dates  in  May  (jdh).  Pett’s 
Wood,  three  separate  singing  males  May  2nd  to  27th  (pg«,khp).  Hosey 
Common,  Westerham,  one  singing  on  May  22nd  (khp). 

S  Arbrook  Common,  singing  males  on  Apr.  28th  and  June  5th  (ib,jbj,dkw). 
Ashtead  Woods,  one  or  two  singing  on  June  13th  (sg).  Banstead  Downs, 
one  singing  on  May  5th  and  18th  (jme,rhbf).  Banstead  Heath,  one  singing 
on  June  18th  (rhbf).  Banstead  Wood,  one  singing  on  May  22nd  (rhbf). 
Bookham  Common,  one  on  May  8th  (mhr).  Chipstead  Valley,  one  on 
May  9th,  the  first  (ckd,pod).  Epsom  Common,  one  singing  on  six  dates 
May  5th  to  June  25th  (wri  et  al.).  Esher  Common,  one  singing  on  May 
7th  and  June  8th  (sg).  Ham  Common,  one  singing  on  May  14th  (wm). 
Limpsfield  Chart,  one  on  May  1st,  c.  six  singing  May  23rd  and  subsequently, 
two  or  three  singing  June  15th  (rpb,ajh,jsn).  Limpsfield  Common,  one  on 
May  1st  (jsn).  Perrots  Wood,  one  on  Sept.  11th,  the  last  (ckd,pod). 
Oxshott  Heath,  one  singing  on  June  19th  (res).  Putney  Heath,  one  singing 
Apr.  11th  to  13th  (rhk).  Reigate  Heath,  two  singing  on  May  17th  (dw«). 
Richmond  Park,  one  singing  on  Apr.  22nd  and  24th  (bam).  Wimbledon 
Common,  two  on  Apr.  24th  (rhk). 
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364  Goldcrest 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  singles  on  eight  dates  from  Feb.  17th  to 
Apr.  28th,  two  on  Feb.  27th;  singles  on  six  dates  from  Sept.  23rd  to  Nov. 
4th  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  up  to  two  present  until  Feb.  2nd;  recorded 
sporadically  from  Mar.  8th  until  May  5th  with  regular  passage  between 
Mar.  25th  and  Apr.  14th,  maxima  of  six  on  Apr.  7th  and  eight  on  Apr.  8th; 
up  to  four  recorded  in  autumn  from  Sept.  30th  (jpw).  St.  John’s  Wood, 
one  in  a  garden  at  Clifton  Hill  on  Mar.  4th  (rnec). 


365  Firecrest 

E  In  one  area  males  singing  on  Apr.  20th  and  May  15th  and  in  another 
locality  one  singing  on  May  4th.  Localities  and  names  of  observers  are 
withheld. 

H  Hoddesdon,  one  on  Jan.  28th  (lvpg). 

M  Bushy  Park,  one  on  Mar.  27th  (cw).  Ruislip  Nature  Reserve,  an  adult 
female  trapped  and  ringed  on  June  5th  showed  a  brood  patch  (ph).  Inner 
London:  Regent’s  Park,  two  on  Apr.  9th,  one  on  Apr.  10th  (gt,jpw). 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  from  Jan.  13th  to  21st  (rjc,rhr,fw«). 

366  Spotted  Flycatcher 

Inner  London  records  and  breeding  reports  from  two  localities  from  which 
records  are  not  often  received  are  given. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  heavy  passage  from  May  15th;  at  least  seven  pairs  held 
territory,  the  best  year  ever  (nb,ahg).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Ken¬ 
sington  Gardens,  bred,  nine  territories,  the  highest  for  three  years;  autumn 
passage  from  Aug.  6th  to  Sept.  28th  with  maxima  of  seven  on  Aug.  31st  and 
Sept.  2nd  and  3rd  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  recorded  from  May  9th;  only 
three  pairs  compared  with  a  record  of  nine  in  1975,  but  one  pair  had  three 
broods;  up  to  two  remained  until  Oct.  8th  (jpw).  St.  George’s  Gardens, 
WC1,  two  adults  and  a  juvenile  on  Aug.  11th  (sc). 

S  Streatham  Common  area,  five  pairs  each  with  young  (mjn). 

368  Pied  Flycatcher 

Only  six  spring  records.  Autumn  passage  from  Aug.  15th  to  Sept.  30th 
with  an  isolated  record  on  Oct.  13th.  Numbers  were  probably  at  a  peak 
in  the  last  week  of  August  and  the  first  week  of  September.  As  mentioned 
elsewhere  the  use  of  the  ‘bird-days’  method  of  reporting  made  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  a  summary  for  the  whole  area  more  difficult.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Epping  Forest,  one  Sept.  8th,  two  Sept.  9th  and  12th  and  one  Sept.  20th 
(km).  Hainault,  singles  on  Aug.  23rd,  25th  and  31st  and  Sept.  2nd  (mkd). 
Havering,  two  on  Aug.  24th,  one  Sept.  2nd  (mkd).  Wanstead  Park,  one 
on  Sept.  4th  (reh). 

M  Alexandra  Park,  one  on  Aug.  18th  (ahg).  Bushy  Park,  a  male  on  Apr. 
24th  (jb).  Hampstead  Heath,  one  Aug.  20th,  two  Aug.  23rd,  three  Aug. 
26th,  two  Aug.  27th,  four  Aug.  28th,  three  Aug.  29th  and  30th,  one  Sept.  1st 
(kes).  Kingsbury,  one  Aug.  22nd  and  29th  (kvt).  Osterley  Park,  one  on 
Sept.  19th  (dgh).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  28th  (hrg).  Staines 
Res.,  one  on  Sept.  23rd  (pn).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington 
Gardens,  an  exceptional  autumn  passage  of  over  100  bird-days;  recorded 
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almost  daily  from  Aug.  16th  to  Sept.  30th  and  one  on  Oct.  13th,  maxima 
of  ten  on  Sept.  3rd  and  5th  (dab,cjg,rs)  ;  Regent’s  Park,  a  female  on  May 
7th;  singles  almost  daily  from  Aug.  17th  to  27th  and  on  Sept.  9th  and  10th 
(jpw);  Earl’s  Court,  at  least  two  from  Aug.  24th  to  28th  (pse);  St.  George’s 
Gardens,  WC1,  one  on  Aug.  22nd  and  25th  (sc). 

K  Beckenham  Place  Park,  one  on  Aug.  26th  and  Sept.  2nd,  three  on  Sept.  6th 
(rb-h).  Foots  Cray  Meadows,  one  on  Sept.  18th  (sjg).  Greenwich  Park, 
two  on  Sept.  2nd  (jft).  Joyden's  Wood,  Bexley,  singles  on  Aug.  15th  and 
Sept.  12th  (drg).  Lullingstone,  one  on  Apr.  25th  (sjg).  Darrick  Wood, 
Orpington,  singles  on  Aug.  23rd,  Sept.  6th  and  26th  (rjc).  Ruxley  G.P., 
one  on  Aug.  29th  (njt).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  a  male  on  Apr.  9th  (jc,jgh). 

S  Gatton  Park,  two  on  Sept.  8th,  New  Malden,  one  on  Aug.  30th  (khp). 
Old  Coulsdon,  one  on  Sept.  5th  (amn).  Reigate,  one  on  Sept.  1st  (rhc). 
Reigate  Heath,  a  female  on  Apr.  25th  (sja).  Richmond  Park,  one  on  Aug. 
21st,  and  26th,  two  on  Aug.  28th,  29th  and  30th,  singles  on  Sept.  4th,  11th 
and  12th  (pjc,PCf,RDH,BAM).  Streatham  Common,  a  male  on  Apr.  19th 
(mjn).  Surbiton,  one  on  Sept.  2nd  and  3rd  (jet).  Tadworth,  one  Sept. 
26th  to  28th  (ckd,pod). 

371  Dunnock 

Inner  London  records,  a  population  estimate  for  one  locality  and  numbers 
ringed  at  another  are  given. 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  70  ringed  during  the  month  of  September  (hrg).  Inner 
London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  33  territories,  the  highest 
for  six  years  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  bred,  46  territories  (jpw). 

K  Bromley  Common,  estimated  that  20  pairs  present  on  June  27th  (gd). 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  at  least  seven  singing  in  March  and  early 
April;  at  least  one  of  c.  five  pairs  bred  successfully  (rea). 

373  Meadow  Pipit 

Breeding  season  distribution.  Inner  London  records  and  a  peak  number  on 
passage  are  given. 

E  Rainham,  eight  pairs  (mkd).  Sewardstone,  a  pair  carrying  nesting  material 
on  Apr.  21st  (cf n).  Stratford,  one  pair  nested  (ba). 

H  Croxley  Moor,  five  on  Apr.  28th  included  a  singing  male  displaying  (jrb). 

M  Bushy  Park,  a  male  singing  on  July  5th  (wri).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  present 
throughout  year,  probably  bred  (pn).  Staines  Res.,  one  pair  bred  (pn,caw). 
Staines  Moor,  several  pairs  bred  (pn).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Ken¬ 
sington  Gardens,  a  northerly  movement  of  one  to  eight  birds  was  recorded 
on  fifteen  dates  from  Mar.  15th  to  Apr.  30th;  autumn  passage,  mainly 
south,  on  many  dates  from  Sept.  20th  to  Nov.  15th.  with  a  peak  of  220  on 
Oct.  5th  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Feb.  6th;  a  very  light  spring  passage 
from  Mar.  29th  to  Apr.  25th,  mainly  NW;  autumn  passage  from  Sept.  16th 
to  Oct.  27th,  maximum  66  on  Oct.  8th  S  (jpw). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  several  pairs  bred  (drg).  Littlebrook,  one  pair  bred, 
numbers  down  due  to  loss  of  habitat  (drg). 

S  Croydon  ‘airport’,  two  or  three  pairs  in  the  breeding  season  (kdm).  Dul¬ 
wich,  237  counted  on  passage  at  Alleyn’s  School  on  Oct.  2nd  (bb).  Farthing 
Downs,  three  singing  on  June  7th  (jsn).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks, 
flocks  of  up  to  60  on  a  number  of  dates  up  to  Apr.  3rd,  and  c.  30  until  the 
17th;  up  to  three  singing  in  May  and  June  but  no  proof  of  breeding;  20-30 
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after  Sept.  20th,  c.  50  at  the  beginning  of  December  increasing  to  c.  150  on 
the  28th  (rea). 

376  Tree  Pipit 

Breeding  season  distribution  and  Inner  London  records  are  given.  No 
doubt  many  breeding  pairs  are  not  reported. 

E  Epping  Forest,  nine  singing  males  in  the  northern  part  of  the  Forest  in  May 
(mkd)  and  four  singing  males  in  the  southern  part  in  June  (jf).  Hainault, 
seven  singing  in  June  (mkd).  Harlow,  three  pairs  nested  successfully  (tw). 
Thorndon  Park,  four  singing  males  in  May  (mkd).  Waltham  Abbey,  three 
singing  males  in  May  (tl). 

H  Bishop’s  Wood,  a  singing  male  on  May  23rd  (rnhs).  Northaw  Great 
Wood,  two  pairs  bred,  possibly  three  (lkw).  Symondshyde,  four  or  five  on 
May  9th  and  30th  (hnhs).  Whippendell  Woods,  a  singing  male  on  May 
26th  (jrb). 

M  Ruislip,  two  singing  males  in  May  and  June  at  Copse  Wood  (je).  Stanmore 
Common,  two  pairs  on  May  4th  (lkw).  Pond  Wood,  near  Potters  Bar, 
one  territory  (rbs).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  one 
on  May  6th;  singles  on  Aug.  4th  and  13th  and  Sept.  1st  and  3rd  (dab). 
Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Sept.  22nd  (jpw). 

B  Oakend  Wood,  two  singing  males  on  May  9th  (je). 

K  Joyden’s  Wood,  Bexley,  two  pairs  bred  successfully  (drg). 

S  Headley  Heath,  seven  singing  males,  one  carrying  food  on  June  6th 
(am,ckd,pod).  Limpsfield  Chart,  numerous  all  summer  (ajh).  wri 
reported  that  none  were  present  at  several  localities  where  a  few  breeding 
pairs  had  been  found  in  previous  years. 

379a  Rock  Pipit 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  27th  (jf).  King  George  V  Res.,  one  Feb.  14th, 
two  in  November  and  one  Dec.  24th  (jf).  Sewardstone,  one  on  Feb.  28th 
(cfw).  Walthamstow  Res.,  two  on  Mar.  20th  (jf). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  three  on  Mar.  23rd  (hnhs). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  14th  and  Apr.  18th  (lab).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one 
on  Nov.  11th  and  Dec.  5th  (avm«,pn,mw3-).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  singles  on 
Mar.  4th,  Apr.  1st  and  Sept.  28th  (wmc,mjr,hrg).  Staines  Res.,  singles  on 
Apr.  10th  and  Sept.  29th,  two  on  Sept.  30th  (abm«,pn,pjs«).  Wraysbury 
Res.,  two  on  Sept.  25th,  one  on  Nov.  14th  (avm«,pn,mtnhs).  Inner  Lon¬ 
don:  Regent’s  Park,  one  feeding  with  Pied  Wagtails  on  Nov.  16th  (jpw). 

K  Cross  Ness,  four  on  Mar.  18th  (pjs«).  Dartford  Marsh,  10-12  January  to 
March;  eight  in  October,  20+  in  November  and  December  (drg). 
Littlebrook,  three  or  four  January  to  March,  six  or  seven  in  November  and 
December  (drg).  Stone,  three  or  four  January  to  March,  five  or  six 
November  and  December  (drg).  Swanscombe,  nine  in  January,  eight  on 
Feb.  28th;  one  on  Mar.  21st  was  considered  by  the  observer  to  be  of  the 
Scandinavian  race  littoralis  (lfw).  Woolwich,  one  on  Mar.  1st  (pjs/l). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  singles  on  Mar.  31st  and  Nov.  14th  (rbh,pjs«).  Bedding- 
ton  S.F.,  singles  on  Mar.  16th  and  Sept.  27th  and  two  Oct.  13th  to  15th  (jd). 
Island  Barn  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  20th  (dp).  Walton  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  7th 
(co). 

379b  Water  Pipit 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  20th  (hnhs). 
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H/M  Cassiobury  Park  to  Springwell,  one  or  two  on  many  dates  from  Jan.  1st  to 
Mar.  14th,  four  at  Springwell  on  Jan.  31st  (je,avm«,pn  et  al. );  one  or  two 
on  a  number  of  dates  from  Nov.  20th  to  the  end  of  the  year  (igj,pn  et  al .). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  19th  and  24th  (wmcc). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  20th  (jc,jgh). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  recorded  in  January,  maximum  ten  (jd),  March,  maximum 
eight  (jd)  and  on  Apr.  4  (four)  and  8th  (two)  (jd,swg)  ;  recorded  again  on 
several  dates  from  Oct.  15th  to  the  end  of  the  year,  maximum  eight  on  Nov. 
11th  (jd,kdm).  Hersham  S.F.,  one  on  Nov.  20th,  two  on  Dec.  12th  (eu). 

380a  Pied  Wagtail 

Inner  London  breeding  records,  counts  at  the  larger  roosts  and  another 
large  gathering  are  given. 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  ‘several  hundred’  on  Dec.  12th  (je).  Inner  London:  Hyde 
Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  three  territories  (dab);  Regent’s  Park, 
one  pair  bred  (jpw).  South  Kensington,  a  pair  had  two  broods  in  different 
nests  in  a  retaining  wall  at  the  Underground  Station  (rjc).  Buckingham 
Palace  Road,  SW1,  monthly  maxima  at  a  roost  in  plane  trees  were  January 
298  on  the  30th,  February  332  on  the  27th,  March  284  on  the  4th,  April  142 
on  the  5th;  roost  no  longer  being  used  on  Apr.  25th;  September  150  on  the 
29th,  October  230  on  the  13th  and  26th,  November  280  on  the  17th  and 
December  270  on  the  23rd  (rjc).  Hammersmith  Broadway,  counts  at  a 
roost  were  500 +  on  Jan.  13th,  300+  on  Feb.  5th;  on  Apr.  4th  it  was 
estimated  that  there  were  300  and  on  Apr.  11th  100  (dab).  Near  Bucklers- 
bury  House,  Walbrook,  EC4,  numbers  in  plane  trees  at  16.45  hrs.  on  Dec. 
8th  were  estimated  at  400  (pjs/z). 

K  Orpington,  monthly  maxima  at  a  roost  at  the  Civic  Hall  were  2,000  on  Jan. 
17th,  2,270  on  Feb.  24th, 1,870  on  Mar.  14th,  870  on  Apr.  6th,  140  on  May 
8th,  64  on  June  27th,  100  on  July  29th,  300  on  Aug.  26th,  900  on  Sept.  26th, 
3,400  on  Oct.  27th,  3,900  on  Nov.  27th  and  2,100  on  Dec.  5th  (rjc). 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  a  pair  were  seen  mating  on  May  4th  and  the 
presence  of  several  juveniles  at  the  end  of  May  indicated  successful  breeding 
(re  a). 

380b  White  Wagtail 

E  Hainault,  one  on  Apr.  10th  (mkd).  Rainham,  two  on  Apr.  10th  (ds). 
Sewardstone,  one  on  Apr.  4th  and  11th  (cf«). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  May  7th  (hnhs).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one  on 
Apr.  24th  (mcrg). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  25th,  27th  and  29th  (je,avm«,pn). 
Kemp  ton  Park  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  28  th  (mwj). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  two  males  on  Jan.  9th,  one  male  on  May  4th,  four  on 
Sept.  3rd,  a  male  on  Sept.  28th  and  two  males  on  Dec.  3rd  (jc,jgh).  Swans- 
combe  Marsh,  one  on  Apr.  4th  (lfw). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Mar.  28th  and  Apr.  18th  (swg). 

381  Grey  Wagtail 

Pairs  in  the  breeding  season  including  two  or  three  in  Inner  London  are 
given. 

E  Sewardstone,  a  pair  reared  two  young  (ag>’).  Wanstead,  a  pair  present  all 
year  (wcg). 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1976 


65 


H  Am  well,  two  broods  with  a  total  of  five  young  (lvpg).  Cassiobury  Park, 
a  pair  probably  bred  at  Grove  Mill  (jdm).  Mill  End,  a  pair  in  May,  an 
adult  carrying  food  (hnhs).  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  pair  reared  two  young 
(hnhs).  Troy  Mill,  a  pair  in  May  and  June,  an  adult  carrying  food  (hnhs). 

M  Harefield  Moor,  a  pair  in  May  and  June  probably  bred  (pn).  Kempton 
Park,  one  trapped  on  June  12th  may  have  indicated  successful  breeding  in 
the  vicinity  (hrg).  Springwell,  a  pair  on  Apr.  10th  and  an  adult  feeding 
young  on  June  14th  (je,rnhs).  Uxbridge,  a  pair  by  the  Frays  River  in  June, 
behaviour  of  the  male  suggested  a  nest  nearby  (pn);  four  on  June  18th 
(caw).  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  a  pair  collecting  food  near 
the  Round  Pond  during  the  last  week  of  May  were  nesting  just  outside  the 
SW  corner  of  the  Gardens  (dab,cjg,rfs);  Paddington,  a  female  and  a 
juvenile  on  June  1st  and  a  pair  and  a  juvenile  on  June  2nd  feeding  on  the 
roof  of  208  Sussex  Gardens  and  which  had  been  heard  on  most  days  during 
the  last  week  of  May  were  presumed  to  have  bred  in  the  vicinity  (cjg). 

K  Kelsey  Park,  Beckenham,  a  pair  in  June  and  July,  probably  bred  (jdh). 
North  Cray,  a  pair  with  a  nest  in  April  (gfm).  Pett’s  Wood,  a  pair  feeding 
young  on  May  16th  (khp).  Westerham,  a  pair  building  a  nest  on  Apr.  3rd 
(khp). 

S  Cobham,  on  May  1st  pairs  with  young  at  Cobham  Weir  and  Painshill 
Bridge  (wri).  Esher,  a  pair  probably  nesting  on  Apr.  11th  (gf).  Hersham 
S.F.,  one  or  two  pairs,  almost  certainly  breeding  (mt).  Hinchley  Wood,  a 
pair  bred  in  a  railway  embankment  retaining  wall  (wri).  Hogsmill  S.F., 
one  pair  bred  unsuccessfully  (wri).  Kingston,  a  pair  on  Apr.  20th  but  no 
nest  found  (wri).  Leatherhead,  a  male  on  Apr.  24th  near  a  former  nest 
site  (wri, dp).  Malden  golf  course,  a  male  on  Apr.  12th  near  Beverley 
Brook  and  suitable  nest  sites  (wri).  Mickleham,  probably  two  pairs  one 
of  which  bred  near  Norbury-Park  (wri,pjs«).  Molesey,  an  adult  feeding 
young  on  May  17th  (mw).  Richmond  Park,  one  pair  bred  successfully 
(bam).  Slyfield  House  near  Stoke  D’Abernon,  a  pair  on  Apr.  11th  and 
May  8th  (res).  Wimbledon  Common,  a  pair  bred  unsuccessfully  by 
Beverley  Brook  (rhk).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  pair  bred 
successfully  (rea). 


382  Yellow  Wagtail 

Records  of  breeding  or  of  birds  apparently  resident  in  the  breeding  season, 
Inner  London  records,  and  birds  having  the  characters  of  the  Blue-headed 
(flava)  race  and  Ashy-headed  ( cinereocapilla )  race  are  given. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  a  Blue-headed  male  on  Apr.  27th  (pjv).  Sewardstone, 
15-20  territories;  a  Blue-headed  an  Apr.  29th  (cf«).  Walthamstow  Res., 
twenty  pairs  in  June  (jf  et  al .). 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  a  pair  almost  certainly  bred  (je).  Maple  Lodge,  a  Blue¬ 
headed  male  on  July  20th  (rrd,je).  Old  Parkbury,  a  pair  breeding  on 
July  4th  (hnhs).  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  Blue-headed  pair  on  May  6th  (rrd). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  singles  seen  in  June  but  probably  did  not  breed  (pn). 
Kempton  Park,  at  least  two  pairs  bred  (dp,mt).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  several 
pairs  bred  (pn).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  singles 
on  May  13th,  14th  and  18th;  one  to  three  on  six  dates  from  Aug.  16th  to 
Sept.  24th  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Apr.  25th  and  Sept.  8th  (jpw). 

K  Bexley,  a  pair  carrying  food  on  July  10th  (sjg).  Dartford  Marsh,  two 
pairs  bred  successfully  (drg).  Littlebrook,  one  pair  bred  successfully 
(drg). 
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S  Beddington  S.F.,  three  pairs  bred  (swg);  an  Ashy-headed  male  from  May 
19th  to  22nd  (wb,jd,amn);  a  Blue-headed  male  on  July  14th  (swg).  Sur¬ 
biton  cemetery,  a  pair  on  July  6th,  the  female  collected  nesting  material 
and  flew  away  to  Hogsmill  S.F.  (res).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  the 
first  on  Apr.  12th,  six  on  the  23rd  and  nine  on  the  28th;  c.  13  pairs  held 
territory  in  May  and  in  June  the  majority  were  carrying  food  for  young, 
the  first  juveniles  being  seen  on  the  17th;  pairs  were  seen  feeding  fledged 
young  until  July  29th;  two  on  Sept.  9th  were  the  last  recorded  (rea). 

383  Waxwing 

E  Harlow,  two  on  Jan.  1 6th  and  one  on  Feb.  5th  (tw). 

M  Mill  Hill,  one  up  to  Feb.  22nd  was  presumably  the  bird  seen  on  Dec.  25th, 
1975  (LBR  40:  61)  (aw  et  al). 

K  Sidcup,  one  on  Feb.  19th  (DPr). 

S  Worcester  Park,  nine  on  Feb.  20th  and  21st  (gmn). 

384  Great  Grey  Shrike 

E  Thorndon  Park,  one  on  Mar.  7th  (ebwps).  Waltham  Abbey,  singles  on 
Jan.  2nd  (cf«)  and  Dec.  4th  (lvpg). 

H  Am  well,  one  on  Jan.  10th  (dc,mo).  Chorleywood,  one  on  Jan.  9th  and 
10th  (ip).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one  on  Feb.  15th  (jdm).  Stocker’s  Lake, 
one  on  Mar.  14th  (je,igj). 

M  Ponders  End  S.F.,  one  on  Feb.  22nd  and  28th  and  Apr.  3rd  and  9th  (prh). 

Potters  Bar,  one  on  Dec.  12th  (jk). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Dec.  28th  (apg,cww). 

K  Joyden’s  Wood,  Bexley,  one  in  January  and  February  (drg).  Thamesmead, 
one  on  Jan.  30th  and  Feb.  3rd  (pjs«). 

S  Farthing  Downs,  one  on  Nov.  21st  (aws).  Holmethorpe,  one  on  Jan.  8th 
and  Mar.  29th  and  30th  (rhc,etk,jsn). 

388  Red-backed  Shrike 

The  only  record  was  of  one  at  Ickenham  Manor,  Middx.,  on  July  5th 

(trd,jb/:). 

389  Starling 

Inner  London  breeding  and  passage  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  50  nests  found;  autumn  passage 
during  October  and  November,  mainly  W  with  a  peak  of  1,500  on  Nov.  9th 
(dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  bred;  the  only  autumn  passage  noted  was  c.  180 
W  on  Nov.  5th  (jpw). 

391  Hawfinch 

E  Epping  Forest,  six  pairs,  two  broods  seen  (kh).  Hainault,  five  pairs  April 
to  June,  two  pairs  with  young  (mkd).  Stratford,  one  on  Mar.  16th  (ba). 
Thorndon  Park,  two  or  three  on  Jan.  18th,  Feb.  8th  and  Mar.  28th;  a  pair 
in  May,  and  two  on  Sept.  5th  (mkd, ebwps). 

H  Moor  Park,  singles  on  May  25th  and  Sept.  6th  and  29th  (hnhs). 
Symondshyde,  one  on  July  24th  (hnhs).  Whippendell  Woods,  three 
ringed  on  Aug.  22nd  (mcrg). 
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K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Jan.  18th  (drg).  New  Barn,  Dartford,  one  on 
Jan.  17th,  25th  and  31st  and  Mar.  7th  and  11th  (dmt).  Farningham  Woods, 
singles  on  Mar.  22nd,  Apr.  8th  and  June  28th,  three  including  juveniles  on 
Aug.  8th  (drg).  Joyden’s  Wood,  Bexley,  three  on  June  27th  (drg). 
Hartley  Wood,  Longfield,  four  on  Mar.  21st  (dmt).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one 
on  Aug.  4th  (jgh). 

S  Bookham  Common,  three  on  Jan.  11th  (gb).  Caterham,  five  on  Jan,  25th 
and  Apr.  5th,  three  on  May  23rd  and  two  on  June  13th  and  23rd  (sja,rhc). 
Juniper  Top,  two  on  Apr.  17th  (pjsh).  Kenley  aerodrome,  five  on  Apr.  3rd 
(sja).  Kew  Gardens,  a  male  on  Apr.  15th  (rbh).  Priory  Park,  one  on  May 
5th  (rhc).  Purley,  four  on  Apr.  9th,  two  on  June  16th  (jd,sja).  North 
Reigate,  up  to  ten  seen  regularly  January  to  July  and  two  or  three  young 
on  June  16th;  11  on  Aug.  5th  and  10th  (rhc).  Kings  Wood,  Sanderstead, 
one  on  Jan.  20th  (lwc).  Tilburstow  Hill,  one  on  Aug.  19th  (jdi)- 


392  Greenfinch 


M 


K 

S 


Inner  London  breeding  records,  ringing  recoveries  and  three  comments 
on  lower  numbers  than  usual  after  the  breeding  season  are  given. 


Birds  controlled  in  a  garden  at  Potters  Bar  by  jpw  had  been  ringed  as 
shown  in  the  following  table: 


date  controlled 
Apr.  3rd,  1976 
Apr.  10th,  1976 
Apr.  15th,  1976 


date  ringed 
Dec.  19th,  1975 
Feb.  22nd,  1975 
June  4th,  1973 


where  ringed 
Aldershot,  Hants. 
Sydenham,  Kent 
Sawston,  Cambs. 


distance 
65km  NE 
30km  NNW 
52km  SSW 


Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  26  territories 
(dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  bred,  37  pairs  (jpw).  Russell  Square,  WC1,  a 
female  building  a  nest  on  May  1st  (sc). 

Littlebrook,  30+  in  November  and  December,  very  low  numbers  for  the 
area  (drg). 

Banstead,  three  only  in  November  and  December;  normally  10-12,  a 
noticeable  decline  (ksl).  Old  Coulsdon,  after  the  breeding  season  notice¬ 
ably  scarce  compared  with  previous  years  (amn).  Inner  London:  Surrey 
Docks,  a  male  feeding  a  single  juvenile  and  another  seen  with  three  juveniles 
on  the  same  day  may  indicate  breeding  in  the  area  (rea). 


393  Goldfinch 

Flocks  of  100  or  more  and  a  summary  of  Inner  London  records,  including 
breeding,  are  given. 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  300  on  Sept.  19th  (mcrg). 

M  Bushy  Park,  200  on  Nov.  7th  (ajc).  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park/Kensington 
Gardens,  one  to  three  on  many  dates  from  Apr.  12th  to  May  26th;  four  on 
Aug.  6th  and  one  to  twelve  on  ten  dates  from  Sept.  8th  to  Dec.  9th  (dab). 
Regent’s  Park,  bred,  six  pairs,  juveniles  on  June  21st;  recorded  in  all 
months  except  January;  a  very  small  autumn  passage  between  Sept.  27th 
and  Oct.  27th,  maximum  35  flying  S  or  SE  on  Oct.  8th  (jpw).  Brompton 
cemetery,  seven  on  Apr.  1st  (pjs«). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  100+  on  Mar.  14th  (drg).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  150  in 
November  the  maximum  for  the  year  (jc,jgh). 

S  Farthing  Downs,  225  on  Aug.  21st  (aws).  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  150  on 
Sept.  26th  and  100  on  Oct.  2nd  (etk,ccl).  Walton  Downs,  200+  on  Aug. 
31st  with  a  similar  number  of  Linnets;  all  had  gone  four  hours  later 
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(ckd,pod).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  35  on  Feb.  28th,  60  at  the  end 
of  March  remained  until  Apr.  12th  when  departures  began;  four  or  five 
pairs  in  May  and  June  and  several  juveniles  by  the  end  of  June;  flocks  of 
30-50  during  much  of  July  and  August  of  which  the  majority  were  juveniles ; 
the  highest  number  recorded  was  80  on  Sept.  20th,  and  there  were  up  to 
50  (13th)  in  October  (rea). 

394  Siskin 

Exceptionally  numerous  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  Flocks  of  100  or 
more  were  reported  from  15  localities  and  are  noted  below.  Several 
observers  had  first  records  for  their  gardens.  By  contrast  very  scarce  at 
the  end  of  the  year  with  records  from  only  six  localities,  all  given  below. 
Last  reported  in  spring  on  Apr.  28th,  then  none  until  the  first  autumn 
arrivals  on  Nov.  14th  but  for  one  on  Wimbledon  Common  on  June  29th, 
details  below.  Also  given  are  Inner  London  records  and  some  ringing 
results  (Maple  Cross,  Herts.,  and  Potters  Bar,  Middx.). 

E  Epping  forest,  100  on  Feb.  14th  and  150  on  Mar.  20th  (jf).  Hainault,  105 
on  Jan.  24th,  100  Feb.  20th  and  120  Mar.  27th  (mkd).  Thorndon  Park, 
100  on  Feb.  7th  (jmh). 

H  Cassiobury  Park,  small  flocks  on  Dec.  12th  (jdm).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  a 
male  retrapped  on  Jan.  18th  had  been  ringed  on  Nov.  26th,  1972;  ten  on 
Nov.  14th  (mcrg).  Whippendell  Woods,  100  on  Apr.  3rd  (jdm). 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  maxima  for  the  first  three  months,  January  200, 
February  400,  March  150  on  the  20th  (gcg,kes).  Harefield  Moor  G.P., 
one  on  Dec.  28th  (igj).  Potters  Bar,  65  ringed  in  observer’s  garden  from 
Feb.  27th  to  Apr.  4th  including  27  on  Mar.  6th;  one  trapped  had  been 
ringed  there  on  Mar.  24th,  1974,  and  was  present  for  the  third  winter  in 
succession  (jpw).  Ruislip,  a  mixed  flock  of  1,000  Siskins  and  Redpolls  in 
Park  Wood  on  Feb.  14th  (ph).  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  one 
flying  NW  on  Feb.  10th  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  one  or  two  from  Feb.  10th 
to  12th  (jpw).  Victoria  Street,  SW1,  five  in  a  plane  tree  in  the  evening  on 
Apr.  1st  (pjo). 

K  Pett’s  Wood,  in  January  450-500  in  flocks  of  100-200,  the  highest  numbers 
recorded  in  thirteen  years;  100+  Feb.  14th  and  250  Mar.  25th  (khp). 
Bostall  Woods,  Plumstead,  100+  on  Jan.  25th  (kwm).  Ruxley,  one  on 
Nov.  21st  (sjg).  Sevenoaks,  G.P.,  55  on  Dec.  26th  (jc,jgh).  West  Wick¬ 
ham,  100+  in  Spring  Park  on  Jan.  21st  (tp-j). 

S  Arbrook  Common,  160  on  Jan.  15th,  200+  on  Feb.  19th,  136  on  Mar.  4th 
(jhWjDkw).  Brooklands,  130  on  Jan.  16th  (co).  Epsom  Common,  100  on 
Jan.  24th  (esb).  Richmond  Park,  100  on  Jan.  3rd,  17th  and  Feb.  14th 
(bam,mjm);  a  few  on  Nov.  27th  (rhk).  Walton  Heath,  100+  on  Apr.  6th 
(ckd,pod).  Walton  Oaks,  100+  on  Apr.  6th  (ckd,pod).  Wimbledon 
Common,  200-300  January  to  March;  a  female  in  a  pine  tree  on  June  29th, 
possibly  another  bird  drinking  in  a  stream  nearby  (rhk). 

395  Linnet 

Flocks  of  100  and  over,  a  southerly  movement  in  October  and  a  summary 
of  Inner  London  records,  including  a  case  of  breeding  are  given. 

H  Maple  Lodge,  150  on  Apr.  4th  (hnhs).  Mill  End,  200+  on  Nov.  25th 
(trd). 

M  Gunnersbury  Park,  200  on  Feb.  21st  (jf/:).  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  100  + 
on  Aug.  18th  (jrb).  Ruislip,  100  on  the  RAF  sports  ground  on  Feb,  29th 
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(rnhs).  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  one  to  three  on  sixteen  dates 
from  Feb.  9th  to  May  10th;  in  autumn  on  eleven  dates  from  Sept.  20th  to 
Nov.  22nd  with  a  peak  of  c.  200  S  on  Oct.  5th  (dab).  Regent’s  Park, 
recorded  occasionally  throughout  the  year  except  in  July  and  August; 
small  spring  passage  from  Mar.  29th  to  Apr.  13th;  autumn  passage  from 
Sept.  22nd  to  Nov.  5th,  maximum  107  S/SW  on  Oct.  21st  (jpw). 

B  Horton  G.P.,  100  on  Feb.  8th  (avmh). 

K  Littlebrook,  200+  on  Feb.  1st  and  100+  on  Feb.  29th  (drg).  Pett’s  Wood, 
130  in  January  (khp).  St.  Paul’s  Cray,  a  marked  movement  S,  60+  on 
Oct.  9th  and  200+  on  the  10th  (khp). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  250  on  Jan.  25th  (dw«).  Riddlesdown,  100  on  stubble 
on  Oct.  19th  (lwc).  Walton  Downs,  200+  with  a  similar  number  of 
Goldfinches;  all  gone  four  hours  later  (ckd,pod).  Wimbledon  Park,  100 
on  Feb.  14th  (sbt).  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  five  on  Feb.  18th  (rap). 
Surrey  Docks,  largest  numbers  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  were  50  on 
Jan.  2nd,  75  on  Mar.  23rd  and  40  on  Apr.  17th;  two  or  three  pairs  in  May 
and  June,  and  birds  were  seen  collecting  nest  material  and  on  June  8th  a 
male  was  escorting  two  juveniles;  50+  in  mid-October  and  up  to  30  in 
early  November  (re a). 

396  Twite 

E  Rainham,  30  on  Jan.  11th,  40.  Mar.  14th,  seven  Apr.  10th;  eight  on  Oct. 
31st,  20  Nov.  6th,  35  Nov.  27th,  18  Dec.  23rd  (ag/,jmh). 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  31st  (rjc). 

397  Redpoll 

Flocks  of  200  or  more  and  Inner  London  records  are  given.  Several 
observers  reported  the  presence  of  a  few  Mealy  Redpolls  (flammed). 

E  Epping  Forest,  500+  the  maximum,  on  Mar.  20th  (jf).  Ongar,  300  in 
September  (ctc).  Thorndon  Park,  500  on  Jan.  11th,  300-400  on  Feb.  1st, 
200  on  Mar.  14th,  600  on  Apr.  4th  (ebwps). 

H  Northaw  Great  Wood,  200  on  Apr.  19th  (gcg). 

M  Eastcote  Common,  750  on  Mar.  27th  (ph).  Ruislip,  ‘thousands’  in  Copse 
Wood  on  Apr.  17th  were  not  seen  the  following  day  (je).  Inner  London: 
Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  up  to  ten  on  many  dates  from  Jan.  9th  to 
May  22nd;  one  on  July  14th;  again  from  Sept.  18th  to  Dec.  10th,  maxima 
of  14  on  Oct.  8th  and  15  on  Oct.  9th  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on 
Jan.  20th  and  July  20th;  spring  passage  from  Apr.  9th  to  May  5th,  maxi¬ 
mum  six  on  May  5th:  autumn  passage  from  Sept.  17th  to  Nov.  2nd, 
maximum  19  S  on  Oct.  5th  (jpw). 

K  Joyden’s  Wood,  Bexley,  200+  on  Oct.  10th  (drg).  Bromley  Common, 
300+  on  Mar.  14th  (gd).  Darrick  Wood,  Orpington,  200  on  Feb.  26th 
(rjc).  Pett’s  Wood,  1,100  maximum  for  January,  700  being  in  one  flock, 
400  for  February  and  750  for  March  (khp). 

S  Banstead,  200+  on  Sept.  5th  (ckd,pod).  Walton  Heath,  200+  on  Mar. 
5th  (ckd,pod). 

398  Arctic  Redpoll 

E  Thorndon  Park,  a  male  on  Apr.  4th  (mgw). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  this  is  the  first  record  for 
the  London  Area  this  century. 
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401  Bullfinch 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  two  territories,  one  juvenile  with  a 
female  on  Aug.  17th;  one  to  five  at  other  times  of  the  year  (dab,rfs). 
Regent’s  Park,  bred,  five  pairs;  present  throughout  the  year  (jpw). 

407  Chaffinch 

A  ring  found  in  a  Sparrowhawk’s  pellet  at  Ravlanda,  Alvstorg,  Sweden,  on 
June  14th,  1976,  had  been  used  to  ring  a  Chaffinch  at  Queen  Mary  Res., 
Middx.,  on  Oct.  14th,  1972  (hrg).  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  17  territories; 
spring  movements  eastwards  on  four  dates  from  Mar.  5th  to  21st,  maximum 
120  on  Mar.  18th;  autumn  passage  very  light,  on  nine  dates  only  from  Oct. 
20th  to  Dec.  9th  with  a  maximum  of  29  W  on  Nov.  9th  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s 
Park,  bred,  16  territories;  very  much  lighter  autumn  passage  than  usual, 
from  Oct.  1st  to  Nov.  5th,  maximum  16  NW  on  Oct.  21st  (jpw).  Brompton 
cemetery,  one  singing  on  Apr.  1st  (pjs«).  Victoria  Park,  a  male  and  female 
on  Apr.  7th  (pjstj). 

S  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Feb.  28th  and  May  1st  (rea). 

408  Brambling 

Common  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  except  in  the  western  part  of  the 
Area  where  they  were  rather  scarce.  Exceptional  numbers  at  Cross  Ness 
S.F.  Last  recorded  on  Apr.  25th.  Flocks  of  100  or  more  are  given.  Seen 
at  only  four  localities  at  the  end  of  the  year;  all  records  given. 

E  Rainham,  100  on  Feb.  7th,  200  Feb.  21st,  350  Mar.  14th  (dsb,jmh).  Thorn- 
don  Park,  two  on  Oct.  31st  (ebwps). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  150  in  February  (hnhs). 

M  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  three  flying  SW  on  Oct.  27th  (jpw).  Finsbury 
Circus  and  Square,  one  from  Feb.  3rd  to  Mar.  31st  (dc). 

K  Joyden’s  Wood,  Bexley,  two  on  Sept.  21st  (drg).  Cross  Ness  S.F.,  2004- 
on  Feb.  8th,  1,0004-  on  Feb.  27th  and  c.  1,000  on  Mar.  1st  (pjs«,jfw.s). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  up  to  250  January  to  March;  singles  on  Dec.  5th  and  24th 
(sja,jd,jsn  et  al.).  Leatherhead,  200  on  Jan.  2nd  (dp).  Inner  London: 
Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Mar.  18th  (rea). 

409  Yellowhammer 

The  breeding  of  this  species  is  usually  not  reported.  All  records  of  breeding 
received  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Springwell  Lane,  about  six  pairs  bred  (rnhs).  Barn  Hill,  Wembley,  at  least 
two  pairs  bred  (kvt).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  a  male  on  Mar.  17th; 
one  or  two  flying  SE  on  Oct.  20th  (jpw). 

K  Joyden’s  Wood,  Bexley,  several  pairs  bred  (drg).  Bromley  Common,  16 
to  20  pairs  on  June  27th,  young  out  of  nest  (gd).  Farningham  Woods,  at 
least  ten  pairs  bred  (rhh). 

410  Corn  Bunting 

E  Hainault/Havering,  several  pairs  (mkd).  Rainham,  35  on  Jan.  11th  (jmh). 
Thorndon  Park,  three  singing  males  in  May  (ebwps). 
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H  Mill  End,  63  on  Dec.  15th,  perched  on  a  fence  (trd).  Shenleybury,  at  least 
two  pairs  in  May  (lkw).  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  one  singing  on  Apr. 
30th,  three  on  May  5th,  one  on  the  6th,  but  c.  20  that  evening  (hpm).  Troy 
Mill  fields,  four  males  singing  on  Apr.  18th  (rnhs).  West  Hyde,  three 
singing  males  on  June  20th  (pn). 

M  Laleham,  one  on  Mar.  1st  and  Apr.  6th  (lfr).  Osterley  Park,  seven  on 
Jan.  23rd;  two  pairs  bred  (dgh). 

K  Stonehill  Farm,  Bexley,  two  on  June  27th,  one  on  Dec.  27th  (drg).  Dart- 
ford  Marsh,  seen  throughout  the  year,  maximum  20+  on  Mar.  14th; 
numbers  down  on  previous  years,  and  no  nests  located  (drg).  Littlebrook, 
birds  seen  occasionally,  but  no  wintering  flock  (drg).  Swanscombe  S.F., 
18  at  roost  on  Feb.  7th,  two  on  Mar.  21st  and  Apr.  4th  (lfw,slw). 

S  Ashtead  Common,  one  singing  on  June  5th  (am).  Beddington  S.F.,  up  to 
60  in  January  and  February  and  up  to  50  in  March,  two  on  Apr.  19th,  one 
on  May  9th;  two  on  Dec.  30th  (sja,jd,mjn).  Esher,  one  on  Feb.  29th 
(ib,jbs).  Farthing  Downs,  one  on  July  4th  (sja).  Fetcham  Downs,  a 
singing  male  on  June  7th  and  July  6th  (agc).  Ham  Moor  S.P.,  a  roost 
from  January  to  April,  maximum  30  on  Apr.  4th;  again  in  November  and 
December,  maximum  20  on  Dec.  28th  (jgt).  Stoke  D’Abernon,  one 
singing  on  May  5th  (agc).  Walton  Downs,  two  on  May  29th  and 
subsequently,  six  Aug.  16th  and  23rd,  breeding  suspected  (ckd,pod). 
Walton  Res.,  two  on  Mar.  14th  (co).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  two 
on  Mar.  8th  and  one  on  Apr.  9th  (rea). 

421  Reed  Bunting 

Numbers  of  50  or  more  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Rainham,  50  on  Nov.  27th,  100  on  Dec.  4th  (mkd). 

M  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Mar.  23rd ;  one  or 
two  on  six  dates  from  Sept.  20th  to  Oct.  20th  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park, 
one  on  Oct.  1st,  8th  and  20th,  seven  on  Nov.  8th,  one  on  Dec.  15th  (jpw). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  50+  in  January  and  February  and  100+  in  March  at  a 
roost  (drg).  Swanscombe  S.F.,  70  on  Feb.  29th  (lfw,slw). 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  present  throughout  the  year;  the  maximum 
in  the  first  four  months  was  11  on  Mar.  8th;  four  singing  males  in  the 
breeding  season  and  at  least  one  pair  bred  successfully;  the  maximum 
after  the  breeding  season  was  18  on  Sept.  20th,  but  no  more  than  five 
October  to  December  (rea). 

422  Lapland  Bunting 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  an  immature  on  Sept.  18th  (pcQ. 

This  is  the  sixth  record  this  century  for  the  London  Area. 

423  Snow  Bunting 

E  Rainham,  a  female  on  Nov.  13th  (jmh). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  three  or  four  on  Nov.  13th  (psa). 

424  House  Sparrow 

Numbers  of  500  or  more  are  given. 

H  Chandlers  Cross,  500+  on  stubble  on  Aug.  8th  (jrb).  Redheath  Cross, 
750  on  stubble  in  July  and  August  (jrb). 
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K  Dartford  Marsh,  numbers  using  a  roost  were  1 ,000  +  January  and  February, 
800  March  and  April,  2,000+  August  to  October,  1,000+  November  and 
December  (drg).  Joyden’s  Wood,  Bexley,  1,000+  at  a  roost  in  November 
and  December  (drg).  Littlebrook,  numbers  using  a  roost  were  1,000+ 
January  to  March,  600  April  to  July,  800  August  and  September  and  1,000  + 
October  to  December  (drg).  Ebbsfleet,  Northfleet,  1,000+  September  to 
October  (lfw).  Stone,  1,000+  January  to  March  and  November  and 
December  at  a  roost  (drg). 

425  Tree  Sparrow 

Flocks  of  100  or  more  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  The  recorder  states  there  were  reports  from  many  areas  of  large  winter 
flocks  but  no  satisfactory  estimates  of  numbers  were  given. 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  500  in  late  December  (lvpg).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  300  on 
Nov.  11th  (mcrg).  Mill  End,  300+  on  Dec.  12th  (trd).  Totteridge,  100+ 
on  Apr.  16th  (pms). 

M  Osterley  Park,  300  at  the  end  of  the  year  (dgh).  Inner  London:  Hyde 
Park/Kensington  Gardens,  singles  on  Oct.  8th,  22nd  and  25th  (dab). 
Regent’s  Park,  more  autumn  records  than  usual,  between  Oct.  1st  and 
Nov.  8th,  maxima  of  25  S/SW  on  Oct.  8th  and  32  S/SW  on  Oct.  22nd  (jpw). 
B  Horton  G.P.,  200  on  Feb.  8th  (avm«). 

K  Joyden’s  Wood,  Bexley,  200+  on  Oct.  10th  and  17th  (drg).  Eden  Park, 
Beckenham,  120  on  Feb.  20th  (gd).  Bromley  Common,  112  on  Jan.  18th, 
100+  on  Feb.  1st,  250  on  Mar.  14th  (gd).  Pett’s  Wood,  100+  on  Oct. 
23rd  (khp). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  130  on  Jan.  25th  (dw«),  Holmthorpe  S.P.,  150  from 
Mar.  7th  to  24th  (etk).  Surbiton  cemetery,  150  on  Feb.  14th  (res). 
Walton  Res.,  150  on  Nov.  21st  (jet).  Wimbledon  Common,  100-120  on 
Dec.  21st  (jh).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  five  on  Mar.  18th  (rea). 
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Scarce  Migrants  in 
the  London  Area,  1955-74 

R.  J.  Chandler  and  K.  C.  Osborne 

INTRODUCTION 

The  first  edition  of  The  Birds  of  the  London  Area  (1957)  reviewed  in  detail  the 
status  of  species  recorded  in  the  Area  from  1900  to  the  end  of  1954.  The  second 
edition  (1964)  extended  the  period  to  1961,  but  published  only  a  general  summary, 
leaving  the  individual  accounts  of  species  unrevised.  It  is  thus  over  twenty  years 
since  a  full  assessment  was  made. 

Detailed  reviews  of  breeding  species  have  been  recently  published  in  the  Atlas  of 
Breeding  Birds  of  the  London  Area  (1977).  It  seems  appropriate,  therefore,  that  an 
assessment  should  be  made  also  of  the  status  of  the  scarcer  species  recorded  during 
the  twenty-year  period  1955-74.  For  statistical  reasons,  the  more  regular  passage- 
migrants  and  winter  visitors  are  beyond  the  scope  of  this  review;  in  any  case, 
changes  in  their  status  are  more  accurately  assessed  by  comparative  field  censuses. 

In  this  paper  the  analysis  technique  is  in  many  respects  similar  to  that  of  Sharrock 
(1974)  and  Sharrock  &  Sharrock  (1976),  who  recently  surveyed  national  records  of 
rare  and  scarce  species,  and  in  particular  used  histograms  to  show  the  seasonal 
variations  in  the  status  of  different  species.  For  purposes  of  comparison,  the 
review  period  (1955-74)  is  divided  into  two  decades,  hereafter  referred  to  as  the 
first  period  (1955-64)  and  the  second  period  (1965-74).  In  the  histograms  the  first 
period  is  shown  in  solid  and  the  second  in  outline. 

The  review  analyses  only  those  records  accepted  and  published  by  the  London 
Natural  History  Society.  In  order  to  assess  the  degree  of  observer  bias  during  the 
twenty  years,  comparison  can  be  made  with  the  number  of  observers  and  groups 
contributing  records  to  the  London  Bird  Report.  Annual  numbers  were  averaged 


in  five-year  periods,  thus : 

1955-59 

1960-64 

1965-69 

1970-74 

Observers  265 

273 

314 

325 

Groups  2 

3 

4 

9 

Clearly  a  gradual  increase  of  observers  has  occurred,  to  which  must  be  added  some 
allowance  for  improved  identification  skills  and  better  optical  equipment.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  can  be  argued  that  some  good  ‘rarity  spots’  have  been  consistently 
well-covered  by  observers  in  all  years.  On  the  whole,  however,  it  seems  logical  to 
expect  the  probability  of  an  increase  of  records  in  the  second  period  due  to  better 
coverage. 

Hard  winters  are  also  factors  influencing  not  only  the  occurrence  of  some 
species  but  also  their  population  levels.  The  second  period  was  generally  milder 
than  the  first.  Bevan  (1976)  classifies  the  coldest  winters  of  the  twenty  years  as 
follows : 

1954/55  1955/56  1958/59  1961/62  1962/63  1965/66  1969/70 

Cold  Cold  Cold  Cold  V.  Cold  Cold  Cold 

In  every  instance  the  period  of  coldest  weather  occurred  at  the  beginning  of  the 


74 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT,  No.  41  FOR  1976 


year.  Any  bias  is  likely  therefore  to  be  in  records  for  1955,  1956,  1959,  1962  and 
1963  (50%  of  winters  in  the  first  period),  and  in  1966  and  1970  (20%  of  winters  in 
the  second  period).  Conversely,  in  the  case  of  over-wintering  warblers,  allowance 
needs  to  be  made  for  the  higher  proportion  of  mild  winters  in  the  second  period. 

In  the  text  that  accompanies  the  histograms,  the  following  categories  of  scarcity 
are  used : 

Very  rare  less  than  four  occurrences 

Rare  .  four  to  19  occurrences 

Scarce  20-49  occurrences 

Uncommon  above  50  occurrences 

The  numbers  of  occurrences  (records  or  flocks,  see  methods)  refer  to  the  period 
1955-74.  Comparisons  in  the  text  to  records  before  1955  apply  only  to  the  present 
century.  Histograms  have  not  been  drawn  for  very  rare  species  (except  Great 
Snipe),  but  dates  and  counties  (shown  by  initials)  of  occurrences  (including  1975) 
are  given  in  the  text.  The  counties  are :  Essex,  Herts.,  Middlesex,  Bucks.,  Kent  and 
Surrey. 

A  number  of  uncommon  passage  and  wintering  species  are  omitted  from  the 
review  because  the  published  data  were  insufficiently  detailed  to  produce  meaning¬ 
ful  histograms.  These  include  Black-necked  Grebe,  Pintail,  Scaup,  Smew  (covered 
by  wildfowl  counts,  see  Homes  1976),  Whimbrel,  Green  and  Wood  Sandpipers, 
Little  Stint,  Curlew  Sandpiper,  Little  Gull  (covered  by  Oliver  1974),  Black  Tern, 
Long  and  Short-eared  Owls,  Bearded  Tit,  Marsh  Warbler,  passage  Black  Redstart 
and  Pied  Flycatcher.  Similarly  a  few  uncommon  breeding  birds,  several  of  which 
are  also  migrant  species,  have  been  patchily  recorded,  with  the  result  that  histo¬ 
grams  cannot  be  prepared  for  Garganey,  Nightjar,  Woodlark,  Red-backed  Shrike 
and  Cirl  Bunting,  though  Hobby  and  Wryneck  are  considered.  It  is  clear  that,  in 
the  case  of  some  of  the  wildfowl,  feral  and  escaped  birds  dominate  the  records,  and 
these  (Ruddy  Shelduck,  Greylag  Goose  and  Barnacle  Goose)  are  omitted.  However, 
in  the  case  of  Red-crested  Pochard,  Ferruginous  Duck  and  Ruddy  Duck,  histograms 
have  been  included  to  help  define  the  status  of  these  species  in  the  Area.  Records 
of  irruptive  species  such  as  Crossbill  and  occasionally  ‘wrecked’  species  such  as 
Shag  are  excluded  because  histograms  proved  meaningless  when  considered  over  a 
period  of  20  years.  Finally,  for  various  reasons,  sub-species  such  as  Scandinavian 
Herring  Gull,  White  and  Blue-headed  Wagtail  and  Mealy  Redpoll  are  omitted. 


METHODS 

The  histograms  are  constructed  for  seven-day  periods,  thus  avoiding  any  bias  due 
to  the  much  increased  number  of  observations  at  weekends.  So  far  as  is  possible 
any  individual  bird  is  counted  once  for  each  seven-day  period  in  which  it  occurred; 
for  example  a  bird  reported  present  from  Apr.  5th  to  Apr.  17th  has  been  scored 
once  for  each  of  the  weeks  14,  15  and  16,  since  the  bird  was  present  in  each  of  these 
three  weeks.  Where  it  appears  that  only  one  bird  is  involved  in  a  series  of  sightings 
in  any  seven-day  period  only  one  occurrence  is  scored ;  similarly  where  there  is  any 
doubt  as  to  the  number  of  birds  involved,  the  minimum  number  is  recorded.  The 
histograms  thus  give  the  period  during  which  birds  are  present  in  the  Area,  in 
contrast  to  those  of  Sharrock  (1974)  and  Sharrock  and  Sharrock  (1976)  which 
show  only  the  dates  of  first  arrivals. 

For  a  number  of  species  (particularly  ducks,  geese  and  waders,  which  from  time 
to  time  occur  in  flocks)  very  erratic  misleading  histograms  emerge  if  the  total 
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number  of  individuals  is  included.  In  such  cases,  occurrences,  whether  of  individual 
birds  or  large  flocks,  are  scored  once  each.  Some  indication  of  flock  size  is  given 
in  the  text. 

The  information  on  which  the  histograms  are  based  is  derived  entirely  from  the 
relevant  London  Bird  Reports,  with  corrections  and  additions  up  to  Lond.  Bird 
Rep.  40.  Except  for  Spotted  Crake,  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  consult  the 
Society’s  recording  cards.  Birds  assigned  as  feral  or  escapes  are  omitted. 

The  text  accompanying  the  histograms  has  been  kept  as  brief  as  possible  in  order 
to  save  space.  A  statement  of  the  1955-74  status  of  each  bird,  based  entirely  on 
the  histograms,  is  followed  by  comments  on  any  changes  that  have  occurred  during 
the  twenty  years  and  a  comparison  with  the  1900-54  period.  The  sequence  of 
genera  and  species  follows  that  of  A  Species  List  of  British  and  Irish  Birds  (BTO 
1971)  in  which  the  scientific  names  will  also  be  found. 


SPECIES  REVIEWED 

Black-throated  Diver  (Fig.  1)  Uncommon  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant 
Much  more  frequent  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  than  at  the  end.  The  two  peaks 
of  the  histogram,  in  late  February  and  in  November,  suggest  that  there  may  be 
some  passage  through  the  Area,  though  the  February  peak  may  in  part  be  the 
result  of  cold- weather  movements.  Much  scarcer  in  1965-74  when  single  birds 
occurred  in  only  five  years;  while  in  1955-64  the  species  was  seen  every  year  except 
1964,  with  a  party  of  four  in  1956  and  of  three  in  1962.  About  26  records  prior 
to  1955. 


Great  Northern  Diver  (Fig.  1)  Rare  winter  visitor  and  autumn  passage  migrant 
Unlike  both  the  Black-throated  and  Red-throated  Divers  the  peak  of  occurrence 
is  in  November,  suggesting  a  small  passage,  after  which  numbers  steadily  decrease 
through  February  and  March.  Slightly  more  frequent  1965-74  than  1955-64,  but 
it  remains  the  rarest  of  the  divers,  occurring  in  only  five  years  in  the  first  period 
and  six  in  the  second.  Individuals,  like  birds  of  the  other  two  species,  tend  to  spend 
several  weeks  in  the  Area.  Two  were  present  for  16  weeks,  one  remaining  for  a 
further  eight  weeks,  at  King  George  V  Res.  in  the  1972/73  winter.  There  are 
about  20  records  prior  to  1955. 


Red-throated  Diver  (Fig.  1)  Scarce  winter  visitor  Slightly  less  frequent  than  the 
Black-throated  Diver,  usually  occurring  in  the  first  three  months  of  the  year,  and 
only  very  occasionally  during  October-December.  The  trend  for  many  of  the 
occurrences  to  be  sick  birds  that  die  in  the  Area,  as  noted  in  Birds  of  the  London 
Area,  continues.  Scarcer  1965-74  than  in  the  preceding  ten  years,  owing  in  part 
to  an  influx  in  early  1956;  birds  have  appeared  in  every  year  under  review.  There 
are  more  than  50  previous  records. 


Red-necked  Grebe  (Fig.  1)  Uncommon  winter-visitor  and  passage  migrant  Rather 
more  frequent  at  the  beginning  than  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Histogram  peaks  in 
February  and  November  show  a  double  passage,  though  the  former  peak  may  be 
due  to  cold  weather  movements.  Occurred  in  every  year  except  1959,  rather  less 
frequent  1955-64  than  1965-74,  with  a  tendency  to  appear  rather  earlier  in  the 
autumn  in  the  latter  period.  Single  birds  summered  in  1964, 1967  and  1969,  There 
are  over  60  previous  records. 
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Slavonian  Grebe  (Fig.  1)  Uncommon  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant  A  very 
similar  pattern  of  occurrences  to  the  Red-necked  Grebe,  with  peaks  in  March  and 
November,  though  there  has  been  no  attempt  by  birds  to  summer ;  nor  do  Slavonian 
Grebes  reappear  so  early  in  the  autumn.  Numbers  increased  over  the  twenty  years, 
with  birds  appearing  every  year,  though  most  frequently  in  1956  and  1970-74. 
There  are  over  50  previous  records. 


Leach’s  Petrel  and  Storm  Petrel  (Fig.  1)  Rare  autumn  accidentals  The  two 
species  are  dealt  with  together,  enabling  unidentified  petrels  to  be  included.  The 
proportions  of  those  specifically  identified  are  12  Leach’s  to  seven  Storm,  with 
three  unidentified.  The  birds  appearing  in  the  Area  are  storm-driven  vagrants 
occurring  from  early  September  to  the  end  of  the  year,  late  autumn  being  the  time 
when  Storm  Petrels  move  southwards  to  their  winter  quarters  (Mainwood  1976). 
There  were  rather  more  records  (14  birds)  in  the  first  period  than  in  the  second 
(eight),  largely  due  to  a  decrease  in  observations  of  Storm  Petrels,  which  reduced 
from  five  in  1955-64  to  one  in  1965-74,  thus  reverting  to  the  pattern  of  very 
infrequent  appearances  prior  to  1955. 

Manx  Shearwater  (Fig.  1)  Rare  autumn  accidental  Two  occurrences  in  the  first 
period  and  four  in  the  second,  all  single  birds,  and  all  between  Sept.  5th  and  Oct. 
6th.  All  were  presumably  storm  driven  while  moving  south  at  the  end  of  the  breed¬ 
ing  season.  There  are  four  records  prior  to  1955,  all  September. 


Fulmar  (Fig.  1)  Rare  accidental  With  three  sightings,  possibly  of  the  same  bird 
in  February-March  1962,  the  number  of  birds  in  the  twenty  years  is  between  four 
and  six,  all  mid-February  to  late  March  except  for  a  single  bird  in  mid- June  1974. 
These  compare  with  Fisher’s  (1952)  analysis  of  British  inland  records  which  shows 
a  main  peak  in  September-November,  with  a  lower  peak  in  January-March.  The 
only  previous  record  is  of  three  together,  Sept.  4th,  1954. 


Gannet  (Fig.  1)  Rare  accidental  Ten  birds,  equal  numbers  in  the  two  periods, 
distributed  from  September  to  May;  as  with  other  maritime  species  presumably 
these  were  storm-driven  individuals.  Of  the  twelve  records  prior  to  1955  four 
were  in  May  and  August,  the  remainder  being  in  winter. 


Purple  Heron  (Fig.  1)  Rare  spring  and  autumn  visitor  Nine  birds,  three  in 
spring  and  six  in  autumn,  one  (H)  August-September  1972  remaining  for  six  weeks. 
With  only  two  records  in  the  first  period,  the  number  of  occurrences  is  increasing, 
in  parallel  with  the  overall  British  and  Irish  pattern  which  however,  shows  a 
marked  April-May  peak  (Sharrock  and  Sharrock,  1976).  There  are  no  previous 
records. 

Little  Egret  Two  records:  one  (H)  July  1st  and  2nd,  1956;  one  (E)  Apr.  29th 
and  30th,  1972.  These  are  the  only  records. 

Night  Heron  One  record:  one  (H)  Sept.  6th,  1970.  There  is  one  possible  record 
prior  to  1955. 

Little  Bittern  Three  records:  two  (S)  June  18th-July  14th,  and  one  (S)  Aug.  6th 
and  14th,  1956,  all  at  the  same  locality.  There  are  two  previous  records,  May  30th, 
1954  and  Aug.  20th-29th,  1954. 
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Bittern  (Fig.  1)  Scarce  winter  visitor  Most  frequent  between  early  November 
and  mid-March,  though  occasional  birds  have  occurred  in  all  months  except  April, 
June  and  September.  In  addition  a  single  bird  was  present  at  Rye  Meads  through¬ 
out  1974.  This  latter  bird  is  not  included  in  the  histogram.  There  is  a  marked 
increase  in  numbers  in  the  second  period,  presumably  reflecting  the  breeding 
recovery  in  East  Anglia  since  the  hard  winters  of  1946-47  and  1962-63,  though 
Sharrock  (1976)  indicates  that  recovery  in  Norfolk  by  1970  had  not  reached  the 
levels  of  the  mid-1950s.  There  are  24  occurrences  prior  to  1955. 


White  Stork  Two  records:  One  (H)  Dec.  3rd,  1960  to  Jan.  15th,  1961;  one  (M) 
May  10th,  1971.  There  are  two  previous  records,  May  11th,  1930  and  Apr.  6th. 
1938. 


Spoonbill  (Fig.  1)  Rare  autumn  visitor  The  increase  in  records  from  one  (the 
first  this  century)  in  the  first  period  to  five  in  the  second  echoes,  or  even  exceeds, 
the  national  trend.  The  species  in  very  regular  is  East  Anglia  in  the  early  summer 
and  autumn,  encouraging  Sharrock  (1971)  to  forecast  a  likely  recolonization  of 
England.  The  London  records  have  been  mostly  in  the  autumn,  but  there  is  one 
record  in  June  in  the  second  period. 


Glossy  Ibis  One  record:  one  (K/E)  Apr.  llth-May  12th,  1974.  This  is  the  only 
record. 


American  Wigeon  One  record:  one  (S)  Aug.  29th,  1973.  The  only  other  records 
are  two  (S)  Sept.  5th,  1975  and  one  (S)  Sept.  9th— 1 5th,  1975. 


Red-crested  Pochard  (Fig.  1)  Scarce  passage  migrant  The  inclusion  of  this 
species  is  questionable  because  of  the  presence  of  feral  birds  in  the  area.  The 
histogram  may  help  to  clarify  the  picture.  Although  obvious  ‘escapes’  have  been 
discounted,  the  annual  pattern  remains  consistent  with  that  of  a  semi-residential 
species.  There  is  no  clear  evidence  that  the  small  autumn  peak  refers  to  genuinely 
wild  birds,  though  it  may  do  so.  Pyman  (1959)  favoured  the  view  that  small  flocks 
near  the  Essex  coast  in  autumn  were  wild  birds,  and  he  pointed  to  the  extension 
of  the  species’  European  range  and  a  regular  small  passage  through  Holland. 
Nevertheless  in  the  London  Area  we  need  to  bear  in  mind  that  there  are  numerous 
'escapes’  and  that,  between  1900  and  1930  (when  this  species  was  not  kept  in 
collections),  there  was  only  one  record,  Feb.  16th,  1924. 

Ring-necked  Duck  One  record:  one  (H)  Apr.  28th-30th,  1974.  This  is  the  only 
record. 


Ferruginous  Duck  (Fig.  1)  Scarce  winter  visitor  Except  for  two  occurrences  in 
June-July,  both  of  birds  staying  for  several  weeks,  records  refer  to  the  period  late 
September-early  April,  reaching  a  peak  December-February.  This  is  again  a 
species  whose  pattern  of  occurrences  is  known  to  be  affected  by  escapes,  though 
the  histogram  apparently  gives  little  indication  of  this,  being  typical  of  wintering 
wildfowl.  The  possibility  of  bias  owing  to  observers  not  reporting,  or  the  records 
committee  not  accepting  summer  sightings  must  be  considered.  There  has  been  an 
increasing  number  of  records  since  1950;  this  trend  has  continued  with  13  bird 
weeks  in  the  first  period  and  67  in  the  second.  Prior  to  1955  the  picture  is  confused 
by  escapes  and  poorly  documented  reports. 
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Long-tailed  Duck  (Fig.  2)  Scarce  winter  visitor  All  records,  mostly  of  single 
birds,  apply  to  the  period  mid-October  to  May,  several  birds  being  present  for 
considerable  periods.  Birds  of  the  London  Area  hints  at  increasing  occurrences  up 
to  1954,  a  trend  that  has  continued  with  86  bird /weeks  in  the  first  period  and  193 
in  the  second. 

Velvet  Scoter  (Fig.  2)  Uncommon  passage  migrant  Peak  numbers  occur  October- 
November  and  February-March,  with  lesser  numbers  between  November  and 
February  and  in  early  April.  Flocks  of  up  to  nine  (1969  and  1970)  are  included  in 
the  histogram,  which  shows  a  small  increase  (from  63  to  89  bird/weeks)  over  the 
twenty  years.  Records  prior  to  1955  generally  refer  to  ones  and  twos,  but  a  flock 
of  20  occurred  in  October  1948. 

Common  Scoter  (Fig.  2)  Uncommon  passage  migrant  There  are  occurrences  in 
every  month,  with  peaks  March-April,  July-August  and  October-December,  a 
pattern  already  evident  in  1954.  The  first  of  these  peaks  shows  the  spring  passage, 
with  numbers  tending  to  be  higher  in  cold  winters;  the  July-August  peak  perhaps 
reflects  movements  of  non-breeding  birds,  with  the  main  autumn  passage  in 
October-December.  The  much  reduced  numbers  over  the  twenty  years  (204 
occurrence/ weeks  falling  to  103)  may  be  due  to  the  milder  winters  of  the  second 
period.  Flocks  of  up  to  ten  occasionally  occur,  the  maximum  being  a  flock  of  27 
birds  in  April  1958.  There  is  no  evidence  of  any  long-term  change  in  status. 

Eider  (Fig.  2)  Rare  vagrant  Seven  occurrences  in  the  twenty  years,  including 
two  flocks  of  six  (M)  November-December  1957  and  (K)  January  1963.  Apart  from 
a  bird  present  throughout  1974  at  Island  Barn  Reservoir  (not  shown  on  the  histo¬ 
gram)  there  was  only  one  sighting  (a  single  bird)  in  the  second  period.  Only  one 
previous  record,  a  flock  of  seven  to  ten  birds,  in  cold  weather  February-March  1917. 


Ruddy  Duck  (Fig.  2)  Scarce  winter  visitor  Has  bred  ferally  in  Britain  since  1960 
(Hudson,  1976),  but  was  not  reported  in  the  Area  until  1965.  Apart  from  a  group 
of  five  birds  at  Island  Barn  Reservoir  in  June  1973,  there  have  been  occurrences  in 
six  years  during  1965-74,  all  mid-September  to  mid- April.  Winter  flocks  of  feral 
Ruddy  Ducks  occur  in  several  areas  of  the  country,  and  the  predominance  of 
winter  records  in  the  Area  suggest  that  most  of  these  birds  are  feral  specimens, 
not  escapes  from  local  collections. 


Red-breasted  Merganser  (Fig.  2)  Uncommon  winter  visitor  An  exceptional 
influx,  which  included  up  to  70  birds  in  the  Lea  Valley  in  severe  weather  in 
February  1956,  largely  accounts  for  the  February  peak  in  the  histogram.  Flocks 
otherwise  did  not  exceed  nine  and  were  more  usually  four  or  less.  The  milder 
nature  of  the  winters  in  the  second  period  may  explain  the  reduction  from  207 
occurrence/weeks  in  the  first  period  to  129  in  the  second. 


White-fronted  Goose  (Fig.  2)  Uncommon  passage  migrant  The  histogram  shows 
occurrences  (flocks  of  up  to  200)  many  of  which  were  sightings  of  birds  in  flight 
over  the  Area.  Most  occurrences  are  mid-December  to  the  end  of  March,  though 
birds  have  been  reported  from  mid-October  to  early  May.  The  histogram  is  very 
similar  to  that  obtained  from  unidentified  grey  geese  (not  shown),  suggesting,  as 
many  of  the  observers  believed,  that  these  are  often  White-fronted  Geese.  White- 
fronted  Geese  are  more  frequently  seen  in  cold  winters,  this  being  particularly  the 
case  in  early  1963. 
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Bean  Goose  Three  records:  seven  (S)  Jan.  21st-26th,  1963;  one  (S)  Mar.  2nd,  1963; 
one  (K)  December  1970-January  1971.  There  is  one  previous  record,  a  flock  of 
11,  February  1940. 

Pink-footed  Goose  (Fig.  2)  Rare  passage  migrant  All  records  have  been  between 
December  and  May,  mostly  of  birds  in  flight  over  the  area.  Skeins  of  up  to  80 
birds  have  occurred,  usually  in  cold  weather,  reflected  in  the  greater  frequency  of 
occurrence  in  the  first  period;  singles  and  small  groups  have  also  been  reported, 
some  of  which  may  have  been  escaped  birds.  There  seems  to  have  been  no  signifi¬ 
cant  change  in  status  compared  with  1900-54. 

Brent  Goose  (Fig.  2)  Scarce  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant  The  pattern  is 
similar  to  that  of  the  other  less  common  geese,  with  October-November  records 
being  possibly  passage  birds.  Flocks  of  up  to  about  60  have  been  reported,  for 
example  (E)  December  1968.  The  increasing  numbers,  with  five  and  21  occur¬ 
rences  in  the  two  periods,  reflect  the  increasing  numbers  of  dark-bellied  Brent 
Geese  wintering  in  north-west  Europe  in  recent  years  (Ogilvie  and  St  Joseph  1976). 
Prior  to  1955  there  are  about  seven  records. 

Whooper  Swan  (Fig.  2)  Uncommon  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant  All  occur¬ 
rences  have  been  in  the  period  early  November  to  early  April,  with  the  majority 
mid-January  to  early  March.  Cold  weather  influxes  are  very  much  a  feature  of 
the  behaviour  of  this  species;  most  occurrences  were  in  the  cold  winters  of  early 
1956  and  early  1963.  In  the  second  period  there  are  rather  more  autumn  records. 
Throughout  both  periods  small  groups  of  from  one  to  nine  were  most  frequent, 
the  largest  being  c.  50  birds  in  flight  over  Chessington  in  March  1963.  There  are 
only  two  records  prior  to  1955. 

Bewick’s  Swan  (Fig.  2)  Uncommon  winter  visitor  A  very  similar  pattern  to  the 
Whooper  Swan,  though  occurring  a  month  earlier  in  the  autumn  and  lingering  a 
month  later  in  the  spring.  Influxes  also  occurred  in  early  1956  and  1963,  but  in 
other  years  there  are  more  scattered  records  than  for  the  Whooper.  Occurrences 
ranged  from  single  birds  up  to  flocks  of  as  many  as  49  (E)  February  1956.  There 
are  about  12  records  1900-54. 

Buzzard  (Fig.  2)  Uncommon  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor  Most  frequent 
between  August  and  March,  but  has  occurred  in  all  months.  The  rather  greater 
numbers  from  late  August  to  December  suggest  that  a  passage  of  dispersing 
juveniles  may  occur  at  this  time.  Two  birds  wintered  (H)  between  November  1959 
and  March  1960,  and  a  single  bird  was  present  at  Rye  Meads  (H)  mid-August  to 
late  October  1960.  When  these  birds  are  allowed  for,  there  is  no  evidence  of  any 
marked  change  in  status  over  the  twenty  years,  nor  indeed  since  1900.  Unidenti¬ 
fied  buzzards  are  not  included  in  the  histogram,  but  their  pattern  of  occurrence 
leaves  little  doubt  but  that  nearly  all  were  probably  Common  Buzzards. 

Rough-legged  Buzzard  (Fig.  2)  Rare  passage  migrant  Nine  occurrences  in  the 
twenty  years:  one  in  April  (1963),  the  remainder  in  autumn,  with  one  bird  in  each 
of  1966,  1968  and  1969,  two  in  1973  and  three  in  1974.  Perhaps  surprisingly,  there 
are  only  two  accepted  records  prior  to  1955,  autumn  1911  and  Dec.  14th,  1946. 

Goshawk  (Fig.  2)  Rare  vagrant  No  systematic  pattern  emerges  from  the  seven 
random  occurrences,  six  of  which  are  in  the  first  period,  including  two  birds 
together  (S)  in  August  1959.  There  are  no  previous  records. 
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Red  Kite  Three  records:  one  (B/M)  Apr.  1st,  1958;  one  (M)  May  20th,  1958; 
one  (S)  Aug.  15th,  1966.  There  are  two  earlier  records,  May  10th,  1948  and  Apr. 
23rd,  1949. 

Honey  Buzzard  Two  records:  one  (S)  Aug.  22nd,  1959;  one  (H)  June  1st,  1974. 
There  is  one  previous  record,  July  27th,  1954. 

Marsh  Harrier  Three  records:  one  (M)  Apr.  28th,  1957;  one  (M)  Apr.  3rd,  1965; 
one  (M)  Aug.  8th,  1967.  The  previous  records  are  of  one  in  May  and  two  in 
September. 

Hen  Harrier  (Fig.  2)  Rare  passage  migrant  All  records  occurred  between  mid- 
August  and  early  January,  and  were  more  frequent  in  1965-74,  perhaps  reflecting 
the  southward  extension  of  the  Hen  Harrier’s  breeding  range  in  the  1960s  (Sharrock 
1976),  though  ringing  recoveries  (Mead  1973)  suggest  that  Scandinavian  birds  may 
also  be  involved.  There  are  about  12  earlier  records.  Unidentified  ‘ring-tail’ 
harriers  are  excluded  from  the  histograms  for  both  this  and  the  following  species. 

Montagu’s  Harrier  (Fig.  2)  Rare  passage  migrant  Two  spring  (May)  and  two 
autumn  records,  one  in  each  season  for  each  of  the  two  periods.  There  are  four 
records  of  five  birds  prior  to  1955,  one  in  August  and  the  remainder  April  or  early 
May. 

Osprey  (Fig.  3)  Scarce  passage  migrant  Most  frequent  mid-August  to  the  end 
of  September,  with  a  smaller  spring  passage  reaching  a  peak  in  May.  There  is  one 
winter  record:  (H)  Jan.  8th,  1959.  The  dramatic  increase  from  12  bird/weeks 
(including  one  bird  which  remained  in  the  Area  (E)  Sept.  4th-25th,  1958),  to  28 
bird/weeks  in  the  second,  parallels  the  steady  recolonization  in  Scotland  over  the 
same  period,  and  suggests  that  some  birds  may  be  of  Scottish  origin,  though 
ringing  recoveries  (Mead  1973)  also  show  that  Scandinavian  birds  can  occur. 
There  are  about  twelve  previous  records,  only  two  of  which  were  prior  to  1950. 

Hobby  (Fig.  3)  Uncommon  summer  visitor  The  histogram  is  based  on  in¬ 
complete  data  in  five  years  in  the  first  period  and  four  years  in  the  second.  A  pair 
bred  in  the  Area  in  1959  and  probably  also  in  1960,  two  pairs  in  1968  and  three  in 
1969;  occurrences  obviously  associated  with  these  records  are  not  included  in  the 
histogram,  though  doubtless  most  sightings  are  of  birds  summering  in  the  Area  or 
breeding  not  far  away.  Present  generally  from  mid-April  to  mid-September;  peak 
occurrences  in  May  and  August-September.  The  number  of  sightings  increased 
from  106  in  the  first  period  to  159  in  the  second.  Despite  some  incompleteness  of 
data,  this  increase  seems  large  enough  to  be  real,  and  compares  with  the  nationally 
increasing  numbers  reported  by  Sharrock  (1976). 

Peregrine  (Fig.  3)  Uncommon  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor  Has  occurred 
in  every  month  except  June,  but  most  frequently  mid-October  to  the  end  of  April. 
Autumn  passage  appears  to  extend  from  late  July  until  the  end  of  November,  with 
a  minor  peak  in  the  second  half  of  October.  A  second  minor  peak  in  mid-March 
suggests  a  passage  also  in  March  and  April.  Otherwise  the  remaining  records 
seem  likely  to  be  of  birds  wintering  in  south-east  England.  Ringing  recoveries 
show  that  some  birds  may  be  of  Scandinavian  origin  (Mead  1973).  Sadly  the 
decline  in  numbers  owing  to  organo-chlorides  seems  to  be  reflected  in  the  decrease 
of  records  in  the  Area,  with  46  bird/weeks  in  the  first  period  falling  to  11  in  the 
second.  There  are  about  100  earlier  occurrences. 
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Gyr  Falcon  Two  records:  one  (M)  Mar.  6th,  1971;  one  (S)  Mar.  14th,  1972. 
There  are  no  previous  records. 

Merlin  (Fig.  3)  Scarce  passage  migrant  There  is  a  scattering  of  records  through¬ 
out  the  autumn,  with  perhaps  a  minor  peak  in  mid-October,  suggesting  an  extended 
passage  period  similar  to  that  of  the  Peregrine.  Birds  continue  to  appear 
throughout  the  winter,  with  a  spring  peak  in  March  and  April.  Like  the  Peregrine, 
the  Merlin  has  also  been  affected  by  organo-chlorides  (Newton  1973),  and  numbers 
have  similarly  decreased  with  32  bird/weeks  in  the  first  ten  years  and  only  17 
bird/weeks  in  the  second  period.  There  are  about  50  previous  records. 

Red-footed  Falcon  Three  records:  one  (K)  June  6th,  1962;  one  (K)  Apr.  29th, 
1971;  one  (S)  May  8th  and  9th,  1971.  There  are  no  previous  records. 

Lesser  Kestrel  One  record:  one  (E)  July  31st-Aug.  3rd,  1974.  There  are  no 
previous  records. 

Quail  (Fig.  3)  Uncommon  summer  visitor  Present  from  early  May  to  mid- 
September,  mainly  from  late  May  to  early  August.  There  are  occasional  ‘invasion’ 
years,  one  of  which  was  1964  (Parslow  1973),  which  provided  36  of  the  53  bird/ 
weeks  recorded  during  1955-64.  1970  was  also  an  invasion  year,  though  only  six 
bird/weeks  were  reported  in  the  Area.  Thus  the  total  of  58  bird/weeks  during  the 
second  period  seems  to  suggest  a  real  increase  of  numbers,  confirming  the  upward 
trend  since  1942  noted  by  Sharrock  (1976). 

Crane  Two  records:  one  (E)  July  19th,  1957;  one  (M)  June  3rd,  1973.  There  is 
one  record  prior  to  1955,  8th  May,  1924. 

Spotted  Crake  (Fig.  3)  Scarce  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant  The  histogram 
includes  seven  birds  (two  dead)  (B)  in  March  1963,  together  with  other  unpublished 
occurrences  for  that  year.  Wintering  birds  occur  between  December  and  early 
March,  but  a  small  passage  seems  to  take  place  in  August-October  and  March- 
April.  Birds  were  present  during  the  breeding  season  in  Surrey  1963-65  (Hutson 
and  Gooders  1970);  these  records  are  not  included  in  the  histogram.  The  records 
are  too  few  for  there  to  be  any  real  evidence  of  change  in  frequency  over  the  twenty 
years;  but,  compared  with  earlier  years  (when  there  are  only  five  records,  all  1907- 
lb),  there  may  have  been  a  real  increase  since  1955. 

Baillon’s/Little  Crake  One  record:  One  (S)  Nov.  13th,  1955.  There  are  no 
earlier  records  of  either  species. 

Corncrake  (Fig.  3)  Rare  summer  and  passage  visitor  Present  April  to  October; 
the  early  records  are  likely  to  relate  to  passage  birds.  A  dramatic  decrease  from 
15  bird/weeks  in  the  first  period,  to  three  in  the  second,  culminates  in  a  total 
absence  of  records  after  1968.  Within  the  Area,  as  in  northern  Europe  as  a  whole 
(Sharrock  1976),  numbers  have  decreased  since  at  least  1900.  There  are  six  winter 
(November-January)  records  included  amongst  those  prior  to  1955. 

Oystercatcher  (Fig.  3)  Uncommon  passage  migrant  Recent  breeding  pairs  on 
the  Thames  marshes  (1971  and  1973)  have  been  excluded  from  the  histogram. 
Recorded  in  all  months,  but  is  most  frequent  on  extended  spring  passage  (note 
late  peak  of  non-breeders)  and  during  normal  southbound  movement  in  August- 
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September.  Surprisingly  most  records  in  the  20  years  are  of  short-stay  single  birds, 
but  occasionally  small  flocks  have  occurred  (largest  18  in  first  period,  22  in  second). 
A  20%  increase  in  occurrences  between  the  two  periods;  Harrison  and  Grant  (1976) 
report  an  increased  frequency  since  1969  along  the  Lower  Thames,  but  a  lesser 
increase  than  with  some  other  waders.  Nationally  the  species  has  generally 
increased  (Parslow  1973).  Prior  to  1955  there  are  only  about  60  records  in  the 
London  Area,  mainly  in  passage  months. 


Kentish  Plover  (Fig.  3)  Rare  passage  migrant  Five  in  each  period,  all  at  well- 
watched  localities  (reservoirs  and  Thames  marshes).  Five  in  spring,  four  during 
autumn  passage  and  one,  an  adult,  exceptionally  at  the  end  of  June.  No  national 
data  are  available,  but  the  species  last  bred  in  Britain  1956  and  has  since  decreased 
also  on  the  Continent.  There  are  two  previous  records,  Apr.  21st,  1915  and  Sept. 
3rd,  1947. 


Grey  Plover  (Fig.  3)  Uncommon  passage  and  winter  migrant  Recorded  in  all 
months,  but  most  frequently  on  prolonged  autumn  passage;  also  regular  in  spring, 
although  the  late  peak  probably  involves  non-breeders.  A  decrease  of  25% 
between  the  two  periods,  though,  significantly,  since  about  1969  winter  records 
have  shown  an  increase,  particularly  on  the  Lower  Thames.  This  contrasts  with 
the  first  period,  when  short-stay  winter  occurrences  were  more  closely  associated 
with  hard-weather  conditions.  Prior  to  1955  there  are  about  40  records,  a 
remarkably  small  total  compared  with  the  232  bird/weeks  in  the  period  under 
review. 


Dotterel  Two  records:  four  (M)  Aug.  1st,  1955;  one  (E)  Sept.  16th,  1962.  Prior 
to  1955,  the  only  record  was  of  a  trip  of  ten  birds,  Aug.  26th,  1950. 


Turnstone  (Fig.  3)  Uncommon  passage  migrant  The  histogram  shows  a  remark¬ 
ably  clear-cut  pattern  of  spring  (late  April  to  early  June)  and  autumn  passage  (late 
July  to  mid-September),  with  few  other  records.  Mid-winter  occurrences,  mainly 
in  the  first  period,  are  mostly  linked  with  hard-weather  conditions.  There  is  a 
decrease  of  35%  between  the  two  periods,  but  the  reason  is  unknown.  Prior  to 
1955  the  species  was  regularly  recorded  in  passage  months,  but  before  1930  it  was 
rather  scarce  in  the  Area. 


Great  Snipe  (Fig.  3)  Very  rare  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor  Three  records, 
all  in  the  first  period.  Two  were  during  autumn  passage,  both  in  1959  and  both 
in  the  Lea  Valley:  one  (M/E)  Sept.  12th  to  17th;  the  other  (H)  on  Dec.  26th.  The 
third  record  is  of  a  wintering  bird  near  Denham  (B),  first  seen  Dec.  23-24th,  1962 
and  subsequently  on  Jan.  13th,  27th  and  Feb.  23rd,  1963.  This  accords  with 
Sharrock  and  Sharrock’s  (1976)  conclusion  that  there  is  a  tiny  wintering  population 
in  Britain.  There  are  no  previous  records,  but  one  subsequently  (K)  Sept.  3rd  to 
15th,  1975. 


Black-tailed  Godwit  (Fig.  3)  Uncommon  passage  migrant  All  records,  except  for 
a  single  bird  in  February  1960,  were  during  normal  passage  months.  Despite  a 
marked  increase  from  the  1940s,  there  is  a  decrease  of  30%  between  the  periods. 
Loss  of  wet-meadow  habitats  may  be  a  factor,  as  records  fail  to  reflect  the  con¬ 
tinuing  national  increase  of  breeding  birds  in  East  Anglia  (from  1952)  and  the 
Medway  (1972),  and  the  increase  of  wintering  birds  on  the  English  coasts,  Before 
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about  1945  the  species  was  comparatively  rare  in  the  London  Area,  with  records 
in  only  seven  years. 

Bar-tailed  Godwit  (Fig.  3)  Uncommon  passage  migrant  Recorded  chiefly  in  pas¬ 
sage  months,  more  frequently  in  spring  than  autumn,  a  pattern  particularly  obvious 
in  1974  (eight  or  nine  occurrences  totalling  just  over  80  birds,  all  in  spring).  There 
has  been  a  22  %  increase  of -occurrences  between  the  periods,  while  in  the  last  five 
years  (1970-74)  the  species  has  become  increasingly  regular  on  the  Lower  Thames, 
reflecting  in  particular  the  species’  large  eastbound  spring  passage  through  the 
English  Channel.  Evidence  of  overland  migration  is  provided  by  overflying  flocks 
of  c.  80  godwits  (probably  Bar-tailed)  NE  over  Staines  on  Apr.  30th,  1971  and 
c.  40  NE  over  Kensington  Gardens  on  Apr.  23rd,  1974;  these  also  comprise  the 
largest  counts  during  the  review  period.  Prior  to  1955,  the  species  was  recorded 
in  the  London  Area  on  19  occasions  only. 

Spotted  Redshank  (Fig.  3)  Uncommon  passage  migrant  Nearly  all  records  occur 
during  August-September  passage,  which,  in  both  periods,  shows  a  marked  peak 
in  the  fourth  week  of  August.  Very  scarce  on  spring  passage,  April-May,  which 
barely  shows  on  the  histogram.  However,  there  is  a  scattering  of  mainly  single 
records  in  the  late  autumn  and  winter  months,  and  in  the  winter  of  1973/74  a  single 
Spotted  Redshank  wintered  (with  Redshank)  along  the  Purfleet  section  of  the 
Lower  Thames  (Harrison  and  Grant  1976).  Between  the  two  periods  there  is  a 
50  %  increase  in  records,  mostly  in  the  autumn  peak.  The  increase  appears  to  have 
taken  place  over  the  last  25  years,  for  up  to  1951  the  species  had  only  been  recorded 
11  times  in  the  London  Area;  from  1952  observations  began  to  increase,  and  in 
1954  the  first  record  in  the  winter  months  occurred. 


Marsh  Sandpiper  Two  records:  one  (K/E)  Aug.  26th-Sept.  3rd  1963;  one  (E) 
Aug.  26th,  1966.  These  are  the  only  records. 

Knot  (Fig.  4)  Uncommon  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor  Occurrences  divide 
conveniently  into  autumn  (most  records),  scarce  spring  passage  (including  non¬ 
breeders)  and  winter  records.  Winter  occurrences  are  mostly  short-stay  singles 
associated  with  cold  weather  conditions,  but  include  some  roosting  flocks  (max. 
c.  250)  at  the  old  Swanscombe  dredging  pans  during  November  1960  and,  similarly 
in  the  second  period,  some  regular  flocks  at  Dartford  Marsh  during  the  1969/70 
winter  (max.  c.  250  on  Feb.  15th,  1970),  though  Harrison  and  Grant  (1976)  conclude 
that  the  Thames  records  are  unrelated  to  improved  river  conditions.  In  fact,  in  the 
second  period,  occurrences  decreased  in  the  London  Area  as  a  w’hole,  particularly 
in  autumn  passage.  Prior  to  1955  the  pattern  of  occurrences  was  not  dissimilar, 
but  there  were  fewer  observations. 


Purple  Sandpiper  (Fig.  4)  Scarce  passage  vagrant  and  very  rare  winter  visitor 
Nine  bird/weeks  in  the  first  period ;  1 8  in  the  second.  Despite  the  accidental  nature 
of  inland  records,  the  histogram  clearly  shows  the  October-November  passage 
peak.  Most  records  are  at  reservoirs,  but  the  two  January  occurrences  are  on  the 
Lower  Thames  at  Dartford  in  1970  and  1971  (one  of  which  was  present  for  three 
weeks),  may  be  compared  with  the  small,  isolated  populations  wintering  on  the 
Thanet  coast.  Prior  to  1955  there  are  three  records,  all  November,  all  at  reservoirs. 


Temminck’s  Stint  (Fig.  4)  Scarce  passage  migrant  and  very  rare  winter  visitor 
Most  records  are  in  autumn;  14  in  the  first  period  and  17  in  the  second.  The 


SCARCE  MIGRANTS  IN  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1955-74 


87 


1955-64 


1965-74 


20r 

10- 

0- 


Knot 

(occurrences) 


.i&fa 


TfW mTTaToW 


^  Stone  Curlew 

q\-  _ ii  eai  B  |—  |g»  B  m 

'  j  'F'M'A'M'J  'J  ’A's'O'n'D" 


Purple  Sandpiper 


0L 


o  o.JLd  10r 


j  'F'M'A'M'J  'J  'A'S'O'N’D’  5- 

Temminck's  Stint 


0L 


EL.  n- CiJb 


'j  'F'M'A’M'J  'J  'A'S'O’N'D' 


Arctic  Skua 

(occurrences) 


.  ..£L 


°L  'J  'F’M'A'M'J  '  j""A'"s^Cy  D‘ 


0L 


Pectoral  Sandpiper 

_ «M 

'J  'F'M'A'M'J  'J  'A'S'O’N'D' 


Glaucous  Gull 


North  American  waders 
5r  (except  Pectoral  Sandpiper) 

QL  □  a  tfl]a 


30  r 
20 
10 
0 


J 


Sanderling 

(occurrences) 


i 


mm  lO  i 


^  Avocet  (occurrences) 

[  o  Od  U  ■  d  a 


0 


'  j  'F'M'aWj  ‘j  '  a's’o'n'd1 


10 


rTrrTM'  A'M''  J" J  ’  A1  SrOrNrD1 


Iceland  Gull 

5  -u. 

*  J  'F'M’A'M’J  'J  1 A 1  S ' 0 1 N ' D ' 


'j  'F'M'A'M'J  ’J  ’A'S’O'N'D' 


‘j'F’M'A'M'J  1 J  ’A'S'O'N’D’ 


lOf*  Grey  Phalarope 

oL . -thf, 

’  J'F’M'A'M'J  'J  'A'S'O'N'D' 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

f 

Ol  a  am 

r"?  t-  :  x '_  t-  r  ,  i  i 

J  FMAMJ  J  ASOND 


Mediterranean  Gull 


0L  a  aD _ ™  °  ooa 

'  J  'F'M'A'M'J  'J  'A'S'oVd’ 


Kittiwake 

15r  (occurrences) 


rv,  [occurrences  j 

iik„,  aj.i 

'J  'F’M’A’M’J  'J  'A'S'O'N'D' 


10 

5 


Figure  4 


88 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT,  No.  41  FOR  1976 


species  also  occurs  occasionally  in  the  spring,  and  there  is  a  unique  record  of  one 
wintering  (E)  from  Nov.  4th,  1970  to  Apr.  19th,  1971.  Prior  to  1955  there  were  four 
records,  three  late  April-May  and  one  in  September,  all  since  1936. 

Pectoral  Sandpiper  (Fig.  4)  Rare  autumn  vagrant  This  is  the  commonest  Nearctic 
wader  in  Britain,  occurring  mostly  in  the  west.  London  records  total  nine  in  the 
first  period  and  four  in  the  second,  whereas  nationally  there  was  no  corresponding 
decrease.  All  records  have  been  in  autumn,  most  inside  the  national  peak  weeks 
(late  August  to  early  October),  but  two  July  birds  fell  within  the  early  passage 
period  which  Sharrock  (1974)  reasoned  could  involve  Siberian  birds.  There  was 
also  a  single  winter  record  in  December  1964,  a  bird  which  died  a  week  later. 
Prior  to  1955  there  were  five  records,  all  late  August  and  September,  the  first  for 
London  being  in  1950. 


Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper  One  record:  one  (M)  Sept.  28th,  1966.  This  is  the  only 
record. 


American  Waders,  excluding  Pectoral  Sandpiper  (Fig.  4)  A  total  of  six  records  in 
twenty  years,  with  one  in  the  first  period  and  five  in  the  second:  Lesser  Yellowlegs 
(M)  Sept.  5th-9th,  1962,  Solitary  Sandpiper  (E/H)  Sept.  24th-Oct.  9th,  1967  and  (E) 
Sept.  1st— 6th,  1974,  Semipalmated  Sandpiper  (K)  Sept.  10th,  1967  and  (E)  May  4th 
1974,  and  Western  Sandpiper  (E)  July  21st-23rd,  1973.  Four  records  fell  within 
the  normal  period  of  occurrences,  but  two  were  outside :  the  Semipalmated  Sand¬ 
piper  in  Essex  was  the  first  spring  record  for  Britain,  and  the  Western  Sandpiper 
was  early,  suggesting  a  possible  Siberian  origin,  though  the  paucity  of  national 
records  has  yet  to  establish  a  pattern.  The  remarkable  increase  in  records  (5:  1) 
in  the  second  period  may  reflect  improved  field  identification  of  small  calidris;  but 
the  difference  is  somewhat  overshadowed  by  a  good  run  of  records  in  the  five  years 
prior  to  1955  (Baird’s  Sandpiper,  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  and  two  Lesser  Yellow- 
legs).  The  overall  pattern  remains  random,  but  the  fact  that  no  Nearctic  wader 
was  identified  in  the  London  Area  prior  to  1950  may  suggest  some  observer-bias. 
The  best  years  proved  to  be  1953,  1967  and  1974,  whereas  for  Pectoral  Sandpiper 
they  were  1954,  1960,  1964  and  1971. 


Sanderling  (Fig.  4)  Uncommon  passage  migrant  and  rare  winter  visitor  Most 
frequent  during  spring  passage  from  mid- April  to  late  May,  and  scarce  on  autumn 
passage,  July-September.  The  few  winter  records  were  mainly  during  spells  of 
cold  weather.  Between  the  two  periods  there  is  a  58%  reduction  of  occurrences, 
more  noticeable  in  spring  records  than  autumn.  Loss  of  habitat  could  be  a  factor. 
The  largest  flock  was  22  (M)  in  May  1971,  but  generally  records  number  between 
one  and  three  birds.  Prior  to  1955  the  species  was  regular  on  passage  and  occa¬ 
sional  in  winter;  records  include  a  flock  of  16  at  Staines  Res.  in  May  1950  which 
stayed  for  a  week. 


Broad-billed  Sandpiper  One  record:  one  (H)  July  27th  and  Aug.  8th— 19th,  1958. 
This  is  the  only  record. 


Avocet  (Fig.  4)  Rare  passage  migrant  Occurrences  are  shown,  four  in  the  first 
period  and  nine  in  the  second.  Significantly  most  records  are  in  spring,  suggesting 
an  overland  passage  of  Cornish-wintering  birds  ‘cutting  the  comer’  to  their  Suffolk 
breeding-grounds.  The  only  flocks  recorded  were  of  12  at  Holmethorpe  (S)  and 
11  at  Sevenoaks  (K),  both  on  Mar.  16th,  1969,  and  both  departing  towards  the  NE. 


SCARCE  MIGRANTS  IN  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1955-74 


89 


As  the  sites  are  14  miles  apart,  it  seems  probable  that  two  separate  flocks  were 
involved.  The  only  winter  record  was  on  Jan.  9th,  1967,  a  single  bird  flying  W  at 
Staines  (M).  Prior  to  1955  there  are  five  records,  the  first  in  1909. 


Black-winged  Stilt  Three  records:  one  (S)  Aug.  17th,  1955;  two  (S)  Sept.  9th, 
1955;  one  (M)  July  6th,  1968.  There  is  one  previous  record,  of  two  birds, 
September  1918. 

Grey  Phalarope  (Fig.  4)  Scarce  passage  migrant  A  clear  pattern  of  autumn 
records:  32  in  the  first  period  and  15  in  the  second.  As  with  the  Red-necked, 
there  is  a  degree  of  vagrancy  with  inland  records,  often  associated  with  adverse 
coastal  weather  conditions.  Prior  to  1955  there  were  18  records,  all  autumn. 


Red-necked  Phalarope  (Fig.  4)  Rare  passage  migrant  Three  records  in  the  first 
period  and  three  in  the  second.  All  records  were  in  autumn,  ranging  from  early 
August  to  late  October.  The  present  decline  of  the  British  breeding  population  is 
probably  not  related  to  the  London  records,  which  may  originate  from  farther 
eastwards.  Prior  to  1955  there  is  one  accepted  record,  Aug.  1st  and  2nd,  1949. 

Stone  Curlew  (Fig.  4)  Scarce  passage  migrant  More  frequent  in  the  first  period 
(19  records),  than  in  the  second  (three),  which  unquestionably  reflects  the  national 
decrease  of  breeding  pairs  from  the  mid-1950s  owing  to  habitat  losses  (reduction  of 
rabbit-grazing  and  increase  in  afforestation).  During  this  century  the  species  has 
always  been  scarce  in  the  London  Area;  prior  to  1955,  away  from  downland,  there 
are  only  17  records. 

Pratincole  sp.  One  record :  one  (S)  Sept.  14th,  1971 .  There  is  one  previous  record, 
Sept.  8th  and  11th,  1948. 

Arctic  Skua  (Fig.  4)  Scarce  autumn  passage  migrant  Most  records  are  mid- 
August  to  early  October,  though  passage  extends  from  mid-July  to  early  November. 
Two  spring  records  (May-June)  and  one  winter  record  (Feb.  10th,  1974)  are  parti¬ 
cularly  notable.  Most  occurrences  have  been  single  birds,  but  two  were  seen 
together  on  four  occasions  and  a  flock  of  six  appeared  on  Sept.  28th,  1963.  There 
was  a  marked  increase  in  the  second  period,  particularly  after  1968,  possibly  related 
to  the  increasing  number  of  terns  attracted  up  the  Thames  by  the  cleaner  conditions 
of  the  river  (Noble  1971,  Harrison  and  Grant  1976).  There  were  eleven  records 
prior  to  1955,  with  equal  numbers  in  spring  and  autumn,  and  one  in  winter. 


Great  Skua  One  record:  one  (K)  Sept.  13th,  1970.  There  are  four  records  (three 
January- April,  one  July),  one  involving  two  birds,  prior  to  1955,  and  one  (M) 
Nov.  17th,  1975. 

Pomarine  Skua  Two  records:  one  (S)  Oct.  25th,  1970;  one  (B)  Nov.  30th-Dec. 
8th,  1972.  There  is  one  previous  record,  Nov.  28th-Dec.  4th,  1954. 

Glaucous  Gull  (Fig.  4)  Uncommon  winter  visitor  Records  are  from  mid-October 
to  early  June,  but  are  most  frequent  November  to  April,  a  similar  pattern  to  that 
recorded  in  the  west  Midlands  (Dean  and  Dean  1976).  Many  of  the  records  in  the 
first  period  refer  to  immature  birds,  after  which  age  was  not  recorded.  Some  birds 
have  remained  several  weeks  at  the  same  locality,  the  longest  being  from  Nov.  14th 
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throughout  December,  1959,  perhaps  until  Jan.  10th,  1960.  No  significant  change 
in  frequency  throughout  the  twenty  years.  There  are  two  records  prior  to  1941, 
but  since  then  the  species  has  appeared  most  winters. 


Iceland  Gull  (Fig.  4)  Rare  winter  visitor  All  records  are  between  January  and 
April,  with  15  in  the  first  period,  when  Iceland  Gulls  were  seen  in  each  year,  but 
only  two  records  in  the  second  period.  In  contrast  to  this  decrease,  Dean  and  Dean 
(1976)  document  an  increase  from  1969  in  the  west  Midlands,  with  slightly  earlier 
dates,  generally  between  late  December  and  March.  There  are  less  than  20  previous 
records,  all  since  1939. 


Mediterranean  Gull  (Fig.  4)  Rare  vagrant  Sharrock  (1974)  in  analysing  the  pat¬ 
tern  of  occurrence  of  this  species  in  Britain  during  1958-67,  showed  that  it  appeared 
throughout  the  year,  but  with  a  small  spring  passage  in  March-April  and  a  distinct 
movement  throughout  July,  reaching  a  peak  in  early  August,  and  perhaps  con¬ 
tinuing  well  into  November.  The  London  Area  records  are  too  few  to  establish  a 
definite  pattern,  though  they  are  not  inconsistent  with  Sharrock’s  data.  Following 
a  single  sighting  in  the  first  period,  birds  were  more  frequent  (11)  in  the  second 
period,  possibly  reflecting  the  westward  spread  of  the  species  and  the  first  breeding 
in  Britain  in  1968  (Taverner  1970).  There  are  no  previous  records. 


Kittiwake  (Fig.  4)  Uncommon  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant  Has  occurred 
in  every  month  of  the  year,  but  most  frequently  from  late  December  to  March, 
from  July  to  September,  and  in  November,  with  peaks  in  late  February,  August 
and  November.  Most  occurrences  (82%)  are  of  single  birds,  but  flocks  of  up  to  60 
(Feb.  28th,  1959)  have  been  seen.  At  the  Midland  reservoirs,  Hume  (1976)  also 
recorded  three  seasonal  peaks,  March-April,  August  and  November-December, 
and  he  suggested  that  they  represented  northerly  migration,  wandering  first-autumn 
birds  and  storm-driven  birds  respectively.  Similar  explanations  seem  likely  in  the 
London  Area,  though  the  peak  in  spring  occurs  a  month  earlier.  A  marked 
reduction  in  numbers  between  the  periods,  from  107  to  66  occurrences,  particularly 
noticeable  between  November  and  April,  suggests  an  association  with  the  colder 
winters  of  the  first  period.  Earlier  records  are  rather  spasmodic. 


White-winged  Black  Tern  (Fig.  5)  Rare  spring  and  autumn  vagrant  Has  occurred 
in  May  but  mostly  in  August-September.  Nationally  the  White-winged  Black 
Tern  has  appeared  more  frequently  in  autumn  since  1963  (Sharrock  1974),  a  trend 
that  also  shows  clearly  in  the  pattern  for  the  London  Area,  where  the  first  record 
was  in  May  1961.  It  is  possible,  though,  that  autumn  birds  were  overlooked  prior 
to  1960,  as  up  to  that  time  winter-plumaged  White-winged  Black  Terns  were 
considered  to  be  inseparable  from  Black  Terns  (Sharrock  1974). 


Whiskered  Tern  Two  records:  one  (M)  June  24th  and  25th,  1961;  one  (M)  June 
22nd-24th,  1964.  These  are  the  only  records. 

Caspian  Tern  Two  records:  one  (E)  July  9th,  1961 ;  one  (E)  Aug.  26th  and  27th, 
1961.  These  are  the  only  records. 


Roseate  Tern  (Fig.  5)  Rare  passage  migrant  The  numbers  seen  on  spring  pas¬ 
sage  (confined  to  May)  are  boosted  by  a  flock  of  six  (K)  May  20th,  1971 ;  otherwise 
records  were  of  pairs  or  single  birds.  The  early  autumn  peak  suggests  a  predomi- 
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nance  of  non-breeding  birds.  If  the  six  Kent  birds  are  discounted,  there  is  no 
significant  difference  in  the  numbers  in  the  two  periods.  There  are  one,  perhaps 
two,  records  prior  to  1955,  Apr.  28th,  1921  and  May  16th,  1953. 

Sooty  Tern  One  record:  (M)  Aug.  18th,  1971.  This  is  the  only  record. 


Little  Tern  (Fig.  5)  Uncommon  passage  migrant  Peaks  are  in  April-May  and 
August-September,  with  similar  numbers  in  each  passage.  Occurrences  are 
mainly  of  birds  in  ones  and  twos  (78%),  but  flocks  of  up  to  12  (Essex,  Sept.  16th, 
1970)  have  occurred.  There  is  a  small  increase  from  36  occurrences  in  the  first 
period  to  47  in  the  second,  compared  with  a  little  over  50  records  prior  to  1955. 


Sandwich  Tern  (Fig.  5)  Uncommon  passage  migrant  A  small  spring  passage 
(April-May),  a  few  summer  visitors,  and  a  prominent  autumn  passage  (August- 
early  October).  Most  occurrences  are  of  single  birds  (45%)  and  small  flocks  of 
two  to  five  birds  (33  %),  the  largest  flock  being  one  of  about  90  (Surrey,  Sept.  15th, 
1968).  There  is  a  small  increase  in  the  number  of  occurrences  per  week  from  92  in 
the  first  period  to  117  in  the  second;  however  the  number  of  birds  involved 
increased  substantially,  with  only  eight  flocks  exceeding  ten  birds  in  the  first  period 
and  twenty  flocks  of  this  size  in  the  second  period.  This  increase  may  be  possibly 
associated  with  the  cleaner  conditions  of  the  Thames. 


Razorbill  (Fig.  5)  Rare  accidental  visitor  Seven  records  of  single  birds,  six 
August-September  and  one  in  February;  four  of  these  in  the  first  period  and  three 
in  the  second.  There  are  14  previous  records,  one  of  a  flock  of  16,  mostly  October 
to  November. 


Little  Auk  (Fig.  5)  Rare  accidental  visitor  Seven  records  in  the  twenty  years, 
two  of  which  involved  two  birds,  all  in  the  period  Oct.  23rd  to  Nov.  24th;  at  this 
time,  with  northerly  winds,  small  flocks  have  been  seen  off  the  Kent  coast.  There 
are  about  12  previous  records,  mostly  October-November. 


Guillemot  (Fig.  5)  Rare  accidental  visitor  Seven  records,  only  one  of  which  was 
in  the  first  period,  all  of  single  birds  September-January.  In  addition  there  are 
two  records  of  single  unidentified  Razorbill/Guillemots,  one  each  in  September 
1971  and  November  1972.  These  records,  as  with  the  other  auks,  relate  to  the 
period  when  the  birds  are  absent  from  their  breeding  sites,  suggesting  that  these 
are  storm-driven  birds  wintering  in  or  passing  through  the  seas  off  southern 
Britain.  There  are  four  previous  records,  all  November- January. 


Puffin  (Fig.  5)  Scarce  accidental  visitor  Most  frequent  from  September  to 
December,  though  there  are  records  of  single  birds  in  July,  August,  January  and 
February.  The  serious  decline  in  the  British  population  of  the  Puffin,  now  at  least 
temporarily  halted  (Harris,  1976),  is  paralleled  by  the  dramatic  fall  from  35  bird / 
weeks  in  the  first  period  (26  of  these  in  1955,  1957  and  1958)  to  three  in  the  second 
period.  During  1955-59,  when  immatures  were  specifically  recorded  in  Lond.  Bird 
Rep.,  they  were  at  least  twice  as  frequent  as  adults.  There  are  29  previous  records, 
the  great  majority  October-December. 


Snowy  Owl  One  record:  one  (E)  Mar.  2nd~28th,  1963.  This  is  the  only  record. 
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Alpine  Swift  Two  records,  probably  of  the  same  bird :  one  (H/M)  Sept.  26th,  1965 ; 
one  (H)  Sept.  30th,  1965.  In  addition,  there  is  a  1967  record  awaiting  acceptance: 
one  (S)  June  18th,  1967.  There  are  two  subsequent  records:  one  Sept.  19th  and 
one  Nov.  11th,  both  (M)  1975. 

Bee-eater  Three  records:  one  (H)  July  12th,  1955;  one  (S)  Aug.  5th,  1958;  one 
(M)  Apr.  30th,  1963.  These  are  the  only  records. 

Roller  Three  records:  one  (S)  May  23rd-29th,  1959;  one  (M)  Sept.  26th,  1959; 
one  (M)  Aug.  26th  and  27th,  1968.  These  are  the  only  records. 

Hoopoe  (Fig.  5)  Scarce  spring  visitor  Most  records  concern  over-shooting 
spring  migrants  with  a  peak  April-May,  though  there  are  spring  records  from  late 
February  to  June,  and  a  few  autumn  records  from  mid-July  to  early  November, 
with  a  small  peak  in  August.  All  records  but  one  (two,  Kent,  Apr.  10th,  1966) 
are  of  single  birds,  a  few  of  which  stayed  in  the  same  locality  for  a  week  or  so. 
There  is  an  increase  from  20  bird/weeks  in  the  first  period  to  34  in  the  second,  which, 
for  such  a  conspicuous  species,  probably  represents  a  real  increase.  There  are 
about  36  previous  records. 

Wryneck  (Fig.  5)  Uncommon  passage  migrant  The  data  are  incomplete  for  three 
years  in  the  first  period  and  two  in  the  second.  Obvious  breeding  birds  are  excluded 
from  the  histogram,  but  spring  passage  numbers  may  be  slightly  biased  by  breeding 
birds.  The  species’  range  both  in  Britain  and  western  Europe  has  been  shrinking 
since  1830  with  the  last  twenty  years  seeing  its  virtual  extinction  as  a  breeding  bird 
in  England  (Sharrock  1976).  This  decline  no  doubt  explains  the  considerable 
decrease  in  spring  records  between  the  two  periods.  The  increased  and  more 
sharply  defined  autumn  passage  in  the  second  period  suggests  that  Scandinavian 
birds  are  involved,  though  the  reason  for  the  increase  is  unclear.  The  species  was 
quite  common  in  the  Area  up  to  the  1930s. 


White-winged  Lark  One  record:  one  (H)  Aug.  12th— 17th,  1955.  This  is  the  only 
record. 

Short-toed  Lark  Two  records:  one  (M)  June  8th— 16th,  1960;  one  (S)  Apr.  24th, 
1966.  These  are  the  only  records. 

Shore  Lark  (Fig.  5)  Rare  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor  Six  records,  in¬ 
cluding  one  of  three  birds  (Surrey,  Oct.  28th,  1961),  and  one  present  for  15  weeks 
(Middx.,  Dec.  22nd,  1971-Apr.  1st,  1972);  a  number  of  records  of  single  birds  at 
Swanscombe,  Kent,  between  Jan.  24th  and  Mar.  9th,  1963,  doubtless  refer  to  one 
bird.  There  are  no  previous  records. 

Red-rumped  Swallow  Three  records:  one  (K)  Apr.  25th,  1964;  one  (M)  Oct.  1st, 
1966;  one  (M)  May  17th,  1973.  There  are  no  earlier  records;  one  subsequently, 
;E)  June  4th,  1975. 

Golden  Oriole  (Fig.  5)  Rare  spring  visitor  All  records  are  of  single  birds  in  the 
period  May  7th-June  21st,  probably  comprising  overshooting  continental  migrants 
(Sharrock  1974).  There  is  an  increase  from  five  in  the  first  period  to  nine  in  the 
second,  which,  although  probably  not  statistically  significant,  can  be  compared 
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with  Parslow’s  (1973)  conclusion  that  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  breeding 
pairs  had  perhaps  taken  place  during  1948-68,  and  Sharrock’s  (1976)  comment 
that  the  number  breeding  during  1968-72  was  probably  larger  than  in  any  other 
five-year  period  in  the  previous  100  years.  There  are  about  twenty  records  prior 
to  1955,  April-June  and  August-September. 

Raven  (Fig.  5)  Rare  vagrant  The  five  records  appear  to  be  scattered  randomly, 
suggesting  that  some  at  least  are  escapes ;  there  are  three  earlier  records  of  probably 
genuine  vagrants  this  century,  all  prior  to  1907,  in  late  summer  and  autumn. 

Hooded  Crow  (Fig.  5)  Uncommon  winter  visitor  Occurs  from  mid-October  to 
April,  with  greatest  frequency  late  January  to  late  March.  Birds  wintering  in  the 
Area  have  been  present  at  the  same  locality  for  up  to  15  weeks,  but  generally  the 
species  has  decreased  markedly  as  a  winter  visitor  this  century.  This  decrease  has 
continued  with  109  bird/weeks  in  the  first  period  falling  to  77  in  the  second. 


Nutcracker  (Fig.  5)  Rare  vagrant  Twenty-one  bird/weeks  during  the  1968  irrup¬ 
tion,  when  Nutcrackers  were  first  seen  in  the  Area  (S)  on  Aug.  8th,  and  the  last  (E) 
on  Dec.  8th.  There  are  three  (perhaps  fewer)  previous  records. 

Dipper  One  record:  one,  of  the  Continental  race  (K)  Jan.  llth-Mar.  10th,  1969. 
There  are  four  previous  records  of  unspecified  races,  three  during  late  March  to 
early  May. 

Ring  Ouzel  (Fig.  7)  Passage  migrant  Rather  more  frequent  in  spring  than 
autumn,  though  the  autumn  passage  became  more  evident  in  the  second  period. 
There  are  occasional  winter  records.  Recorded  mainly  as  single  birds,  but  also  in 
‘falls’  of  up  to  20  (Middx.,  Oct.  14th,  1971).  The  passage  peaks,  particularly  that 
in  autumn,  are  late  in  relation  to  the  breeding  season  of  British  Ring  Ouzels, 
suggesting  that  many  of  the  sightings  could  be  Scandinavian  birds  (Durman,  1976). 

Bluethroat  (Fig.  7)  Rare  autumn  migrant  Three  birds  in  each  period,  all  between 
Aug.  30th  and  Sept.  24th.  There  are  two  earlier  records,  Sept.  19th  and  20th,  1936 
and  Mar.  4th,  1942. 

Aquatic  Warbler  (Fig.  7)  Rare  autumn  migrant  Five  birds  in  the  first  period, 
three  in  the  second,  none  since  1966.  All  occurred  between  July  29th  and  Sept. 
20th,  six  of  the  eight  in  the  latter  half  of  August.  This  reflects  almost  exactly  the 
national  pattern  (Sharrock  1974).  There  are  two  records  prior  to  1955,  Aug.  6th, 
1924  and  Aug.  25th  and  26th,  1951. 

Melodious  Warbler  Three  records:  one  (E/H)  Aug.  12th  and  13th,  1961;  one  (E) 
Aug.  10th,  1964;  one  (E)  Sept.  20th,  1973.  These  are  the  only  records,  except  for 
one  unspecific  Melodious/Icterine  (E)  Apr.  25th,  1948. 

Icterine  Warbler  One  record:  one  (M)  Aug.  9th,  1965.  This  is  the  only  record. 

Blackcap  (Fig.  6)  Uncommon  winter  visitor  ( and  breeding  summer  visitor )  Rec¬ 
ords  of  winter  Blackcaps,  between  November  and  March,  are  shown  in  figure  6. 
There  is  probably  some  bias  at  each  end  of  the  wintering  period,  as  it  is  not  always 
possible  to  separate  winter  records  from  early  and  late  migrants,  The  winter 
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occurrences  are  probably  birds  of  Continental  origin  (BOU  1971).  Two  peaks 
emerge  from  the  histogram,  December-January  and  late  February-early  March, 
suggesting  that  in  addition  to  wintering  birds  there  may  also  be  a  small  double 
passage  or  cold  weather  movement  through  the  area,  possibly  of  birds  wintering 
further  west  in  Britain.  A  dramatic  increase  of  winter  records  occurred  in  the 
second  period.  There  are  four  December-February  records  prior  to  1955. 


Barred  Warbler  One  record:  one  (H)  Aug.  19th,  1972.  This  is  the  only  record 
prior  to  1975,  but  one  since,  (H)  Aug.  16th,  1975. 


Dartford  Warbler  Two  records:  one  (E)  Nov.  26th,  1972-Feb.  18th,  1973;  one 
(E)  Sept.  23rd,  1973.  These,  apart  from  one  (S)  Nov.  1st,  1975,  are  the  only 
records  since  1939;  it  was  formerly  a  rare  breeding  species  in  the  Area. 


Greenish  Warbler  Two  records:  one  (M)  late  1960  to  Feb.  26th,  1961;  one  (M) 
Oct.  1st,  1964.  These  are  the  only  records. 


Blackcap 
10  r 


Chiffchaff  (occurrences) 

20r 


1  Nov  '  Dec.'jan.  'Feb. 'Mar  ' 


Figure  6 


Chiffchaff  (Fig.  6)  Uncommon  winter  visitor  (and  breeding  summer  visitor )  As 
with  the  Blackcap,  winter  records  (occurrences)  November-March  are  shown  in 
figure  6,  and  are  subject  to  similar  bias.  The  pattern  resembles  that  of  the  Blackcap, 
with  peaks  in  December  and  February  which  were  already  apparent  in  the  first 
period.  Local  movements  of  birds  wintering  in  Britain  seems  the  most  likely 
explanation.  Northern  forms  of  the  Chiffchaff  were  reported  in  1959,  1960,  1973 
and  1974,  suggesting  that,  again  as  with  the  Blackcap,  Continental  birds  may  be 
involved.  Occurrences  have  comprised  up  to  nine  birds,  but  one  or  two  are  usual. 
There  is  some  increase  in  records  over  the  twenty  years.  There  are  three  previous 
wintering  records. 


Yellow-browed  Warbler  One  record:  one  (S)  Sept.  28th,  1960.  There  is  one 
previous  record,  Oct.  10th,  1930. 


Firecrest  (Fig.  7)  Uncommon  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor  Most  frequent 
as  a  spring  migrant  from  late  March  to  May,  with  a  less  pronounced  autumn 
passage  from  early  October  to  November,  perhaps  continuing  into  December. 
There  are  also  a  few  winter  records.  A  dramatic  increase  from  25  bird/weeks  in 
the  first  period  to  78  bird/weeks  in  the  second,  is  particularly  apparent  from  1967. 
This  follows  an  expansion  on  the  Continent  and  the  colonization  of  England  from 
1961  (Sharrock  1976).  There  are  about  28  records  prior  to  1955,  though  the 
pattern  is  that  of  a  winter  visitor  rather  than  a  passage  migrant. 
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Red-breasted  Flycatcher  (Fig.  7)  Rare  autumn  vagrant  Six  occurrences  in  the 
twenty  years,  one  mid-July,  the  remainder  mid- August  to  early  September;  three 
in  each  period.  This  compares  with  Sharrock’s  (1974)  summary  of  national 
records  1 958—67,  of  which  96%  were  recorded  in  autumn  between  mid- August  and 
mid-November,  and  the  remaining  4%  between  late  April  and  early  July.  The 
only  previous  record  was  12th  Sept.,  1954. 

Richard's  Pipit  (Fig.  7)  Rare  spring  and  autumn  vagrant  There  are  six  records, 
totalling  seven  birds,  since  the  first  sighting  of  this  species  in  the  Area  in  1956. 
During  1958-72  nearly  all  Richard’s  Pipits  in  Britain  occurred  between  mid- 
September  and  the  end  of  November,  and  less  than  2%  in  April-May  (Sharrock 
and  Sharrock,  1976).  Thus  it  is  surprising  that  London  records  have  been  more 
frequent  in  spring  than  autumn,  though  this  may  not  be  significant  in  view  of  the 
small  numbers  involved. 

Tawny  Pipit  Three  records:  two  (M),  one  Sept.  15th— 1 8th,  1963,  and  another 
Sept.  22nd,  1963;  one  (M)  Sept.  29th,  1969.  There  is  one  earlier  record,  Oct. 
17th,  1954. 

Red-throated  Pipit  One  record:  one  (M)  Apr.  17th  and  18th,  1964.  This  is  the 
only  record. 

Waxwing  (Fig.  7)  Uncommon  winter  visitor  Considerable  numbers  reached  the 
Area  in  the  winters  of  1965/66  and  1970/71,  with  lesser  invasions  1956/57,  1957/58, 
early  1959,  1959/60  and  early  1970;  only  three  years  (1955,  1968  and  1969)  are 
devoid  of  records.  Flocks  of  up  to  60  have  occurred.  In  some  winters  birds  appear 
in  late  October,  in  others  the  first  are  not  seen  until  well  into  January;  most  depart 
by  mid-April.  There  have  been  similar  irregular  invasions  throughout  the  century. 

Great  Grey  Shrike  (Fig.  7)  Uncommon  winter  visitor  Present  from  October  to 
April,  occasionally  May,  numbers  being  greater  during  February-March,  sug¬ 
gesting  that  a  small  spring  passage  augments  the  wintering  birds.  A  marked 
increase  in  frequency  between  1935  and  1954  has  continued,  with  100  bird/weeks 
in  the  first  period  increasing  further  to  234  in  the  second,  with  a  notable  increase 
in  October  birds  in  the  second  period. 


Lesser  Grey  Shrike  Two  records:  one  (S)  May  21st,  1956;  one  (M)  Oct.  6th,  1957. 
These  are  the  only  records. 

Woodchat  Shrike  (Fig.  7)  Rare  migrant  Five  records,  all  in  spring  except  one 
(Surrey,  July  10th,  1971)  and  all,  except  one,  in  the  second  period.  This  is  in 
accord  with  Sharrock  and  Sharrock’s  (1976)  conclusion  that  Woodchat  Shrikes 
are  more  frequent  in  the  east  than  west  in  spring,  but  does  not  reflect  the  apparent 
decline  in  numbers  nationally  during  1958-72.  There  are  three  previous  records, 
all  mid-April  to  late  May. 

Rose-coloured  Starling  One  record:  one  (M)  Aug.  9th-12th,  1961.  This  is  the 
only  accepted  record. 

Twite  (Fig.  7)  Scarce  winter  visitor  Recorded  October  to  early  April,  more 
frequently  January  to  March.  Away  from  Rainham  (E),  where  wintering  flocks 
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of  up  to  50  have  been  recorded  since  1970,  the  species  occurs  irregularly  and 
usually  only  in  ones  and  twos  on  passage.  There  are  five  records  prior  to  1955, 
all  late  September  to  early  February. 

Serin  Three  records:  two  (K)  July  13th  and  20th,  1969;  one  (H)  Mar.  21st,  1973; 
and  one  (M)  Mar.  15th,  1974.  These  are  the  only  records. 

Scarlet  Rosefinch  One  record:  one  (M)  Feb.  8th— 28th,  1971.  This  is  the  only 
record. 

Ortolan  Bunting  (Fig.  7)  Rare  migrant  Six  records,  all  but  one  in  the  first  period, 
with  the  three  spring  records,  all  in  1958,  between  May  3rd  and  17th.  The  national 
spring  peak  occurs  at  this  time,  though  far  fewer  birds  move  through  Britain  in 
spring  than  in  autumn.  There  are  two  previous  records,  May  6th,  1908  and  Aug. 
23rd,  1947. 

Little  Bunting  (Fig.  7)  Rare  vagrant  Four  records,  all  but  one  in  the  first  period. 
Seven  individuals  were  involved:  three  (S)  1956,  two  (M)  1956,  one  (H)  1960  and 
one  (M)  1965.  All  occurrences  were  in  spring,  in  contrast  to  the  national  pattern 
for  which  autumn  records  predominate;  the  absence  of  records  since  1965  accords 
with  the  decline  in  records  nationally  (Sharrock  and  Sharrock,  1976).  There  are 
no  previous  records. 

Lapland  Bunting  (Fig.  7)  Rare  passage  migrant  Four  records,  two  in  spring  (both 
1958)  and  two  autumn  (1957  and  1973).  There  is  possibly  one  previous  record, 
Oct.  10th,  1953. 

Snow  Bunting  (Fig.  7)  Uncommon  autumn  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 
Recorded  from  mid-September  to  mid-March,  but  most  frequent  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  Usually  in  ones  and  twos,  but  there  was  a  flock  of  c.  40  at  Swanscombe 
(K)  Dec.  2nd,  1960.  The  decline  in  numbers  from  96  occurrence/weeks  in  the 
first  period  to  33  in  the  second  is  unlikely  to  be  related  to  the  colder  winters  of  the 
first  period  since  the  cold  weather  was  invariably  in  the  beginning,  not  the  end  of 
the  year.  There  are  17  previous  records,  all  but  two  since  1925,  and  all  Sep- 
tember-March. 
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Additions  and  Corrections 
to  previous  London  Bird  Reports 


LBR:  39  1974 


73 

B 


143 

M 

161 

M 

321 

S 


LBR 

31 

E 

S3 

M 

73 

B 

76 

K 

91 

H 

265 

S 

321 

S 


Correction:  Page  78,  lines  16  and  21.  Locality  is  in  Essex. 

Sheiduck 

Correction:  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  pair  bred,  raising  nine  young.  This 
record  is  unconnected  with  breeding  pairs  at  Queen  Mary  Res.,  Middx., 
though  coincidentally  the  number  of  young  was  the  same. 

Turnstone 

Staines  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  20th  (pn). 

Redshank 

Correction:  Pair  was  displaying  at  Staines  Res.,  not  Moor. 

Black  Redstart 

Croydon  Power  Station,  a  pair  present  on  June  16th  (rpb).  Croydon  Gas 
Works,  pair  possibly  bred  (pjsr). 


A0 

Purple  Heron 

Correction:  The  Rainham  record  on  May  31st  was  the  tenth  for  the  London 
Area,  not  the  ninth.  This  correction  also  affects  page  5,  line  10. 

Shoveler 

Staines  Moor,  a  pair  bred;  the  female  was  seen  with  four  ducklings  on 
July  17th  (apg). 

Sheiduck 

Correction:  Delete  Hythe  End  which  is  the  same  as  Wraysbury  G.P.  Only 
one  pair  bred,  raising,  as  stated,  five  young. 

White-fronted  Goose 

Sevenoaks  G.P.,  a  first-winter  immature  present  Dec.  30th  and  31st 
(jgh  et  al.). 

Buzzard 

Correction:  Sewardstone  Marsh  is  in  Essex. 

* 

Wryneck 

In  an  old  breeding  locality,  two  visited  bird-bath  in  observer’s  garden 
May  1 5th— 1 7th  and  June  16th-19th. 

Black  Redstart 

Croydon  Power  Station,  a  singing  male  present  in  June  (rpb)  at  breeding 
site,  where  juveniles  were  seen  in  August  ( Lond .  Bird  Rep.  40  :  54).  Croydon 
Gas  Works,  a  pair  bred  (pjsr). 


: 40  1975 


Notes  for  Contributors 


The  Editor  welcomes  papers,  short  notes  and  photographs  relating  to  the 
ornithology  of  the  London  Area,  and  will  be  pleased  to  advise  authors  on  the 
acceptability  of  material  at  draft  stage  if  desired. 

Manuscripts  All  texts  must  be  typewritten,  double-spaced  on  A4  paper,  using 
one  side  of  the  sheet  only.  A  wide  left-hand  margin  is  essential.  Lines  should 
be  full-out,  except  for  new  paragraphs  and  turned  lines  in  lists.  Underlining 
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